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PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  l^ree 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  its  Sixty-third  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temjile,  in  the 
Citv  of  Mont*^omery,  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the 
3d  day  of  December,  A.  D.,  1883,  A.  L.  5883. 

PRESENT  : 

JOHN  1IOLL18  BA>IKIIEAD,  D.  G.  M.,  as. . .  .Grand  Master. 

JOHN  (ilDEON  HARULS  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

MYLES  JErFEUSON  GREENE Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DINGLE Y Grand  Treasurer. 

DANIEL  SAYRE Grand  Secretary. 

WILLIAM  CAREY  BLEDSOE Grand  Chaplain. 

WILLIAM  THEODORE  ATKINS Grand  Marshal. 

JAMES  TAIT  BECK Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

THOMAS  PAIN  SAVAGE  as Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

JOHN  W^ILLIAM  MARTIN Grand  Steward. 

CHARLES  ALEXANDER  ALLEN Grand  Steward. 

ADAM  REIGART  BAKER Grand  Tiletv 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS: 

David  Clopton Grand  Master. 

Gbobge  Dahhiell  NoRBis,  M.  D Grand  Master. 

JoHEPH  Henby  Johnson,  M.  D Grand  Master. 

Palmkb  Job  Pillans Grand  Master. 

Henby  Clay  Abmstrono  Grand  Master. 

Hbnby  Clay  Tompkins Grand  Master. 

Sam  Thompson Deputy  Grand  Masterw 

James  McGinnis  Bbundidoe Junior  Grand  Warden*. 

Benjamin  Fbanklin  Pope Junior  Grand  Warden. 


4  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1883. 

KEPllESEXTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

Willinin  Dwij^ht  Wadsworth Arkansas. 

Stephen  Henr>-  Beasley British  Columbia. 

George  Frederick  Moore Canada. 

^           ^    ,  .  „  XT      •     "tr    Tk  \  Encland,    North  Carolina, 

George  Dashiell  Noms,  M.  D |        Tenn^see. 

David  Clopton Florida,  Louisiana. 

JoHeph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Georgia. 

Mvles  Jefferson  Greene,  M.  D Greece. 

John  Gideon  Harris Idaho. 

^     .  ,  e  1  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Mis- 
Darnel  Sayre ]      spuri;  Nova  Scotia,  Oregon 

Henrj'  Clay  Armstrong Indian  Territory. 

William  Allen  O'Hara,  M.  D Ireland. 

Joel  White Man'land. 

Palmer  J.  Klkns j     mSI  ^*'^^'   ^"^ 

Hanry  Clay  Tompkins New  York. 

Nicholas  Stall  worth Peru. 

Daniel  Smith Vermont,  Wisconsin. 

And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  sub- 
ordinate chartered  lodges  as  follows : 

Nft       1    Rnlinn         ••••  J  WiUiam  H.  Tancre W.  M. 

No.      1.  Hehon jjohnL.  Rison* S.  W. 

"        4.  Rising  Virtue William  G.  Cochran W.  M. 

"        6.  Moulton DeWitt  C.  White " 

•*        8.  Farrar Sam  Thompson ** 

( Joseph  V.  Cronzales •  * 

"      11.  Montgomery \  Oscar  W.  Ware S.   W. 

I  Jacob  Pepperman J.   W. 

■  "      22.  Saint  Albans WillUm  H.  Graj-son W.  M. 

**      24.  George  Washington Oscar  H.  McMillan " 

(  Solomon  D.  Bloch  " 

"      25.  Dale -  Lucky  W.  Jenkins* S.  W. 

( John  Eades  Gullett* J.    W. 

(  MarshaU  A.  Keith W.  M. 

"      27.  Selma  Fraternal J  William  W.  McCoUum* . . .  S.    W. 

( John  P.  Howard J.    W. 

'«      28.  Marengo C.  Harris  Askew W.  M. 

<*      29.  Rising  Sun Jas.  McCTiunis  Brundidge. 

••      31.  Autauga Charter  C.  Howard 

•*      30.  Washington William  R.  Julian 

••      37.  Courtland John  H.  Loosier S.  W. 

"      3i».  Wetumpka Thomas  P.  Whitby' W.  M. 

*'      40.  Mobile William  Story  Foster* " 

**      41.  Livingston George  C.  Gowdey ** 

**      42.  Hiram Polemon  D.  Ross ** 

•ProxleH. 
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No.     43.  Leighton Parker  N.  G.  Rand W.  M. 

44.  Gaston Elias  R.  Moore *• 

51).  Union Morritz  L.  Ernst " 

52.  New  Market George  Dashiell  Norris *« 

1  Nicholas  Stall  worth *< 

53.  Greening \  Pinckney  D.  Bowles H.  W. 

( John  B.  Cooper' J.    W. 

"      55.  Mount  Moriah )  E"l'w^^T.;.V.;.  1  w! 

**      56.  Troy John  R.  Golthwoite* W.  M. 

"  57.Tu»kegoe { trAn": ! ;:;.;; .is.  w. 

**      59.  Benton John   G.  Farley W.  M. 

**      62.  Saint  Johns Lewe  Sessions ** 

«♦       63.  Social James  B.  Cox* 8.   W. 

«*      64.  Eureka Benjamin  R.  Bricken*. . . . W.  M. 

"      65.  Liberty Enoch  J.  Boll* »* 

**       67.  Hampden  Sidney Edwin  H.  Robinson ** 

•«       6y.  Howard Daniel  Smith S.    W. 

(  Thomas  B.  McCluskey. . . .  W.  M. 
««       70.  Central i  Newton  Eddings* 8.  W. 

(  Richard  N.  Hawkins J.  W. 

71.  Tohopeka James  M.  Oliver 8.  W. 

72.  Widow's  Son John  W.  Purifoy W.  M. 

William  C.  Bledsoe ** 

Samuel  P.  Greer 8.    W. 

"      75.  Cokerville '  William  H.  Patrick W.  M. 

"      76.  Auburn George  W.  Maxson ** 

(  Pinckney  M.  Brunor ** 

*«      84.  Erophotic \  Rufus  G.  Shanks 8.   W. 

( Jacob  J.  Stabler J.    W. 

"      88.  Meridian WiUiara  R.  Smyloy W.  M. 

**      89.  Prattville Llowelvn  Spigener ** 

*«      90.  Pfister William  B.  Jackson ** 

*•      91.  Henry Newell   M.  Thornton S.  W. 

*«      93.  Sawver Da\id  A.  Perryman* W.  M. 

**      96.  Tuckabatchee James  P.  Floumoy ** 

97.  Lozahatchee John  A.  Poe ** 

101.  Hartwell Adolph  Moses J.   W. 

102.  New  Berne Louis  W.  Turpin* 8.  W. 

104.  Good  Samaritan WiUiam  R.  W.  Key W.  M. 

105.  Shiloh John  A.  Kimbrough J.    W. 

«*     110.  Forest  Hill Joseph  P.  Barnott W.  M. 

(  Ralph  T.  Armstrong ** 

*«     119.  Notasulga \  Henry  Clay  Armstrong* 8.  W. 

(  William  S.  Ford* J.  W. 

„    125.  Herndon Ephraim  T.  Mabry J.  W. 

«<    10Q    r^r^^xftt                                I  Columbus  A.  Alexander. .  .W.  M. 
i^y.  ueneva ^^  Charles  D.  CampbeU* 8.  W. 

«*    134.  Wiley Aaron  W.  Bean *< 

«»    135.  Columbia Edward  S.  Powers* W.  M. 

**    136.  Unity Alphonzo  B.  Curtis J.  W. 

«*    140.  Shelby Amos  M.  Elliott W.  M. 


**      74.  Solomon |  ^ 
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"w     lAo    -a  i;i»^«  i  Thomas  M.  McMillan* W.  ^L 

No.  142.  Baldwin j  Edward  L.  Marochal S.  W. 

"  144.  Daleville William  Warren  Morris " 

"  145.  Fraternity La  Fayett^i  K.  Hanna W.  M. 

"  146.  Missonri David  S.  liethuno* 

"  147.  RodgorHville Joseph   H.  Watson 

"  149.  Chambers (Jeorgo  H.  Clifton  Sun 

*•  153.  Monroeville John  DeLoach ** 

€t  ic:a    x[i^u^^\.  j  William  L.  Johnson *• 

154.  NixbuTRh j  John  J.  Brjanf J.  W. 

"   165.  Eastaboga Calvin  H.  SiiumoiiK W.  M. 

«    161    Penick  i  Uirtial  L.  Fielder* ** 

161.  I'enick I  j^^^  J,  Crawley J.  W. 

it    too    ir<.»»«4-..^'ii^  k^^\.^w>^i^      t  Kinion  J.Thomas W.  M. 

1C3.  Fayettevillo  Authentic. .  j  ^j^^.^j.  p  ^t^^^^^y j.^^, 

**  IfJC.  Sumter John  N.  Gilmore W.  M. 

"  168.  Mount  Hope John  M.  Clark " 

*'  170.  Elba Morgan  G.Htoudenmier ** 

(  Henry  Clark  Davidson ** 

•*  173.  Andrew  Jackson -  George  Frederick  Moore*.  .S.  W. 

/  William  Wallace  Screws. . . .  J.  W, 

«*  178.  DesotoviUe Charles  C.  McCaU W.  M. 

"  180.  Mount  Hilliard Daniel  Moore *' 

"  181.  Aberfoil William  Prichett* " 

"  185.  Mount  Eagle Joseph  M.  Ammason W.  M. 

"  186.  Catawla James  T.  Greene ** 

"  187.  lifindmark Kichurd  D.  Lucius ** 

"  188.  Clintonvillo Norman  A.  Campbell ** 

"  IDO.  Tombigbee John  W.  Jones ** 

"  193.  Hopewell Charles  Armstrong* S.  W. 

«  197.  Hillaboe George  W.  Porter W.  M. 

«  198.  Caledonia Hdliard  J.  Askew ** 

n    i<»Q    ir;i;.r»»  i  Nathan  I-^inders *" 

199.  Kihgee ]  William  F.  Moon 8.  W. 

"  201.  Helicon Starling  J.  Thrower J.  W. 

"  203.  Valley Samuel  T.  (Jlass W.  M. 

«*  207.  Pettusville Augustus   F.  Evans* ** 

"  208.  Alexandria Emmett  F.  rro<»k " 

««  209.  Marshall Solomon   Palmer S.  W. 

"  211.  York Joseph  W.  Fer^nison W.  M. 

"  212.  Putnam Jotitph  H.  M«x)ty " 

((    oitt    c^,..  i\:«^T,  j  John  S.  Blair ** 

218.  Sam  Dixon J  ^^^^^  ^  McSpadden*. .  .S.  W. 

**  219.  Linevillo. Hiram  Runyan ** 

"  221.  Teiisaw William  H.'ll.  McDavid*. .  W.  M. 

*«  222.  Western  Star David  S.  Wiird *« 

•*  224.  Newton Richard  A.  Rtimsay ** 

"  22<».  Santa  Fe ITiomas  J.  IVim ** 

"  227.  James  Peun William  H.  Stuckev ♦* 

"  228.  Dallas William  A.  Stripliu. " 

"  223.  Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett " 

"  235.  HarpersvUle William  Allen  O'Hara ** 

"  236.  Gadsden Apoljos  Harris* ** 

Proxies. 
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No.  240.  Bowen James  D.  Gurcanas W.  M. 

i<    919   rvwwi*  ^  ^***<'  Cnnningham  Hall W.  M. 

£^.  C00«». ^  j)^j^j  J    g^^j^j^ g    ^ 

"    243.  Ramer Anthony  H.  SeUeni W.  M. 

"    244.  DawgoD James  H.  Shine ** 

**    245.  John  Pavne William  McCullough " 

<*    247.  Cropwell Perry  Turner " 

248.  Lawrence Ervin  M.  Price 8.  W. 

9f^    A  mun^  J  R<»t>^rt  L.  Hallonquist* W.  M. 

JdU.  Amand ]Kinion Wells S.  W. 

251.  Camp  Creek John  A.  Stringer W.  M. 

252.  North  Port Henrj-  H.  Brown* «* 

«'    SS.'t    Rose  HiU  i  ^®°^'  ^'  ^"^oli* " 

£06.  Jiose  wiu ^  ,p^^,j^  yr    straiighn* 8.  W, 

**    256    Gaylesville LeonidaH  D.  Griffits* W.  M. 

2P,0    Bellville  i  ^^"^Ioh  A.  Newton " 

zw.  ueiivuie ^  WiUiam   Y.  Titcomb* 8.  W. 

i  Joseph  H.  Johnson* W.  M. 

261.  Talladega -  Arthur  Bingham* 8.  W. 

(  Myles  J.  Greene* J.  W. 

262.  Highland Isaac  W.  Johnson* W.  M. 

265.  Meridian James  M.  Jones* •* 

266.  Mount  Pleasant Joseph  Wentherford  Shomo    ** 

o'7i\    n«fi^*  a«>*;n»o  i  Tliomas  H.  Barge ** 

270.  Butler  Springs ]  WiUiam  A  Kice* J.  W. 

271.  Pea  River Wilhum  T.  (Chapman W.  M. 

272.  Ctifton Flavius  F.  Kimbrough* ** 

280.  SpringyHle Andrew  J.  Nunnellv '* 

283.  Daviston John  D.  Motley * «* 

"    2^i5.  Georgiana Amosa   L.  Palmer •* 

**    290.  Gillespie Freeman  S.  Jenkins 8.  W. 

'*    2D1.  Fort  Deposit Meshack  G.  Hammond. . .  .W.  M. 

"    301.  Norris William  J.  O  Bannon* " 

(  WiUiam  K.  McC^onnoU*. . . .  W.  M. 

**    3a3.  Central  City John  M.  Romne S.  W. 

( John  H.  Mcllwain* J.  W. 

**    315.  Jonesboro Madison  O.  Franklin 8.  W. 

•*    331.  Charity Micaijah  C.  Thomas W.  M. 

**    332.  Blue  Eye Thomas  J.  Brewer *» 

•*    335.  Nanafalia Albert  Cr.  Westbrook ♦« 

3:^7.  Johnson Joel  Nichols •* 

338.  Georgiana  Davis Alphonzo  R.  Morrow 8.  W. 

"    331).  Albert  Pike James  M.  Huston W.  M. 

"    341.  Ragan Wesley  B.  Wright J.  W. 

"    344.  Pikeville MidiUeton  C.  Martin W,  M. 

**    346.  Hurtsboro Jacob  Kurniker* «« 

«*    348.  Bienville Palmer  Job  Pillans «« 
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3411.  Ozark Jesse  M.  Carmiohael* " 

•*    350.  Sipsoy James  Mills  Jun'r " 

"    351.  Wilson  Williams David  A.  Lupo* •« 

«*    353.  Rock  Mills Richard  J.  Breed ** 

357.  Rutledge Joseph  8.  Sanders *« 


^-  ^^'^-"•^ 1  I^KTrotherion. : . 
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No.  361.  Town  Creek William  A.  Agee W.  M. 

"    363.  Chester Thomas  L.  Smith* S.  W. 

"    364,  Pleasant  Site James  H.  Drake* W.  M. 

"    366.  Cotaco James  M.  Winfrey " 

"    367.  Chandler Thomas  J.  Burton «« 

( John  C.   Bates " 

"   368.  Cross  Plains \  Thomas  P.  Savage* 8.  W. 

(  Dudley  C.  Savage* J.  W. 

"    369.  Athelstan Charles  A.  Mohr S.  W. 

"    371.  Kussellville James  8.  Grisham W.  M. 

"    378.  Weognfka George  W.  McEwen W.  M. 

tt    orrn   -D  V  -*  1?  T   ^  j  Neal  B.  Mathews «< 

"    370.  RobertE.Lee ]  Jonathan  N.  Stanford J.  W. 

"  380  Ohatohee Henry  F.  Montgomery W.  M. 

"  381.  E.   H.  Cook John  H.  Malono " 

"  383.  Ben  Pope Benjamin  F.Pope " 

*'  384.  Birmingham  Fraternal. .     Honry  N.  Rosscr 8.  W. 

««  386.  Trinity Isaac  T.  Thompson W.  M. 

"  392.  Hickory  Flat Andrew  J.  Thompson " 

"  394.  Valley  Head WiUiam  T.  Fuller* " 

«•  396.  Falkville James  T.  Morris " 

"  397.  Black  Oak Jacob  B.  WUbanks " 

"  399.  Haw  Ridge Mitchell  A.  Smith* " 

"  402.  Green  Hill  Gilford  C.  Thigpcn* " 

•'  403.  Childersburg Richard  E.  R.  Hicks " 

"  406.  Doric Thomas  B.  Wallace " 

"  407.  North  River Samuel  T.  Brown «' 

"  408.  Hilhiboro Dawson  Wiggins* " 

"  409.  Pondtown. . .  r Richard  8.  Saunders ** 

(  Horace  W.  Bowers* " 

"  410.  Helena }  Nathan  C.  Davidson* 8.  W. 

( Nathaniel  L.  Ruffin J.  W. 

"    411.  Jemison |  Lawson  J  I^mil W.M. 

(  Amaziah  E.  Bums 8.  W. 

Thomas  H.  Amberson W.  M. 

1  WUliamT.  Clark 8.  W. 

*'    413.  Hiffh  Shoals William  Weathers W.  M. 

"    414.  Sulphur  Spring Gaines  A.  Harris «* 

"    416.  WUliamsburg Calvary  Williams " 

«•    422.  Shorterville Thomas  A.  Terry* " 

"    423.  Clanton Orman  A.  Duke •« 

"    424.  George  Wilson Jacob  C.  Wise *« 

"    426.  Daniel  Pratt George  W.  Smith «< 

"    429.  MUo  Abercrombie )  '.'"^l^i.^^l^l. ; ; ; ; ; ;  .g.  V 

"  430.  Albertville James  T.  Maddcra " 

«*  432.  Steel's  Station James  W.  Crump W.  M. 

<<  joj    A    J  T     •  i  George  F.   C.  Moore ** 

'  *^  Andalusia |  JamiS  W.  Dayis 3.  W. 

•Proxies. 
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The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Due  Form  by  the 
R  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Brother  John  Hollis 
Bankhead. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  was  not  present  and  he 
sent  no  Annual  Address  :  but  the  Grand  Secretary  re- 
ported that  he,  (the  Grand  Master,)  had  granted  Dis- 
pensations to  continue  work  to  Lodges  that  had  for- 
feited their  charters  as  follows : 

HolseyNo.  68. 

Chambers  No.  149. 

DesotoviUe  No.  178. 

Ben  Pope  No.  383. 

Opelika  No.  305. 

Bodgersville  No.  147,  that  had  lost  its  charter. 

To  elect  officers  he  had  granted  Dispensations  to — 

Montgomery  No.  11. 
Newbemo  No.  102. 
Bolivar  No.  127. 
Bethel  No.  141. 
Chandler,  No.  367. 

To  remove  he  had  granted  Dispensations  to — 

Gillespie  No.  290. 

Norria  No.  301. 

Pikeville  No.  304. 

Hilton  No.  419. 
That  Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  had  sent  in  his  resignation  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Work,  to  tase  effect  at  the  close  of  this 
Grand  Commnnication. 

That  he  had  appointed  Brother  William  W.  McCollum,  of  Selma 
Fraternal  Lodge  No.  27,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  in 
place  of  Brother  James  A.  Wood,  whose  long  and  continued  indispo- 
sition rendered  it  impossible  tor  him  to  attend  the  communications 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
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GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

(The  Grand  Master's  Address  came  in  before  going  to  press,  and  is 
here  inserted.) 

Brfihren  of  the  Grand  IjOthje : 

In  obedience  to  the  dntics  enjoined  npon  the  Grand  Master,  it  is 
my  pleasure  to  snbmit  for  yonr  consideration  the  following  state- 
ments and  suggestions  : 

During  the  masonic  year  the  following  Dispensations  have  been 
issued. 

[See  list  previously  inserted  ] 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  all  questions  upon  masonic  law  and 
usage  which  have  be«n  submitted,  during  the  past  year,  to  the  Gnind 
Master  for  his  ruling,  have  beon  found  fully  answered  in  the  edicts 
and  decisions,  contained  or  published  in  the  work  entitled,  **Thc 
Constitulion,  Edicts,  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Lo<1ge  of  1882," 
hence  I  have  no  rulings  or  decisions  to  report  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
not  already  ptissed  upon  by  this  Grand  Body.  This  fact  abundantly 
demonstrates  the  importance  of  each  subordinate  lodge,  as  well  as  the 
Masters  of  subordinate  lodges,  procuring  a  copy  of  this  book,  which 
can  bo  had  ni>on  application  to  the  Grand  Secretary.  If  the  princi- 
pal officers  of  the  several  subordinate  loilges  under  this  jurisdiction, 
would  give  a  little  of  their  time  and  attention  to  the  study  and  exam- 
ination of  the  Ck>nstitution,  Edicts  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  Ixxlgc, 
published,  as  hereinbefore  referred  to,  they  would  be  enabled  to  moke 
prompt  and  correct  rulings  upon  almost  every  question  that  can  or 
may  be  presented  fur  their  determination,  and  thus  secure  that 
haniiony  and  good  feeling  among  the  membership  so  essential  k)  the 
prosperity  of  the  Lotlge.  The  membership  of  the  Lodge  have  the  right 
to  suppose  that  the  Master  is  fully  advised  upon  all  questions  of  ma- 
sonic law  and  usage,  which  have  been  passed  upon  and  settled  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  his  prompt  ruling,  supi>orted  by  a  reference  to  an 
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e<lict  or  decision,  often  prevents  a  disotiHRion,  which,  becoming 
heated,  may  engender  feelings  of  bitterness,  which  MasonR  should 
never  feel  toward  each  other. 

There  is  one  matter,  however,  which  I  desire  to  call  to  the  attention 
of  the  Commit ttec  on  Masonic  Jorispnideuce,  in  order  that  they  may 
give  it  their  consideration  and  report  the  resnlt  of  their  deliberation. 
Diirinj^  the  year.  I  have  had  freqnent  application  to  grant  a  Dispensa- 
tion authorizing  the  conferring  of  two  or  more  degrees  at  the  same 
communication,  which  I  have  invariably  refiined,  because  of  the  con- 
stitiitiomd  inhibition.  In  answer  to  one  of  my  letters  deoliuing  to 
grant  the  Dispensation,  a  brother,  for  whom  I  entertain  the  greatest 
respect,  and  in  whose  knowledge  of  masonic  law  and  nsage  I  have 
mnch  confidence,  insists  that  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Master  is 
not  limited  by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  he  may, 
by  dispensation,  anthorize  the  doing  of  that  which  is  expressly  in- 
hibited by  the  Constitution.  To  this  asRcrtion  of  the  power  and  au- 
thority of  a  Grand  Master,  I  cannot  give  my  asHcnt.  I  know  of  no 
reason  why  coustitutional  hmitations  are  not  equally  as  binding  upon 
the  Grand  Master  tis  any  Master  Mason.  If  he  can  disreg^ird  one 
constitutional  provision  he  may  well  disregard  every  other,  and 
thus  render  the  entire  organic  law  inoperative  at  his  will  and  pleas- 
ure. In  fact,  if  he  should  see  proper  to  do  so,  he  could  revolutionize 
the  entire  system  of  masonic  jurisprudence  as  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  which  the  Masters  of  subordinate  Ijodgos  must  enforce. 
Possibly,  the  authority  of  a  Grand  Master,  in  whose  jurisdiction  there 
was  no  organized  Grand  Lodge,  might  be  unlimited,  but  when  he  re- 
ceives his  authority  from  an  election  by  an  organized  Grand  Lodge 
its  organic  law,  edicts,  and  decisions  are  as  binding  upon  him 
as  u^wn  the  humblest  member  of  the  fniternity— otherwise  the 
craft  would  be  subject  to  an  arbitrary  and  supreme,  possibly,  a  weak, 
fickle  and  vacilating  will,  whose  love  of  authority  may  cause  him  to 
disregard  every  ascieut  law-mark,  and  leave  the  fraternity  **tos8ing 
helmlesH  upon  the  weltering,  angry  waves  of  ambition,  vdih  no 
blessed  haven  in  the  distance,  whoso  guiding  star  invites  us  to  its 
"welcome  rest." 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  Grand  Communica- 
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tion,  I  have  enquired  into  the  facts  in  reference  to  the  initiation  and 
passing  of  a  candidate  at  one  and  the  same  commnnication  by  Helion 
Lodge  No.  1,  and  find  that  a  mistake  was  made  in  making  out  the  re- 
turn, and  that  the  records  of  the  Lodge  show  that  the  candidate  was 
initiated  on  the  12th  day  of  Angnst,  and  passed  on  the  13th  day  of 
September  following.  In  addition  to  a  personal  examination  of  the 
records  of  Helion  Lodge,  I  herewith  submit  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Lodge,  giving  the  dates  of  the  initiation  and  passing  of  the 
candidate. 

Hunts viLLE,  Ai«a..,  Oct  21,  1883. 

Hon,  R.  W.  Cotfb,  M.  W,  frrand  Master  : 

Deab  Sib  and  Brother  :  By  request  of  Brother  Baldridge,  W.  M., 
I  horo^nth  submit  the  facts  in  the  case  referred  to  you  by  resolution 
of  G.  Lodge,  in  reference  to  the  initiation  and  passing  of  Brother  C. 
E.  Cabiniss  at  one  stated  communication  of  Helion  Lodge  No.  1. 

Brother  Cabiniss  was  initiated  August  12th,  1881,  and  passed 
September  13th,  1881.  As  Brother  Cabiniss  had  not  taken  the  M.  M. 
degree,  a  copy  of  that  i)art  of  the  report  of  1881,  referring  to  his 
initiation  and  passing,  was  needed  to  complete  the  returns  for  1882, 
therefore  I  made  a  copy  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  1881  which  re- 
ferred to  the  initiation  and  passing.  The  minutes  of  the  Lodge  uro 
correct,  but  the  duplicate  report  of  1881,  which  is  in  possession  nf 
the  Lodge,  are  wrong. 

Plf  >ase  let  me  know  to  which  Lodge  a  brother  belongs  who  had  been 
ballotted  for  in  Helion  Lodge  No.  1  for  the  3d  degree,  and  the  degree 
conferred  upon  him  in  Texas  ? 

The  E.  A.  and  F.  C.  degrees  were  conferred  upon  the  said  brother 
by  Helion  Lodge. 

With  regards,  I  remain  yours  fraternally, 

Isaac  H.  Wise,  Secretary. 

The  history  of  Helion  Lodge  for  the  last  few  years,  shows  what 
good  can  be  accomplished  by  a  few  true  and  zealous  Masons.  On 
becoming  Master  of  the  Lodge,  Brother  Baldridge  found  the  mem- 
bership so  small  and  lukewarm,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  requi- 
site number  to  open  a  Lodge  could  bo  induced  to  attend.  Instctul  of 
bceoining  dispirited,  he  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  this, 
and  if  possible  restore  the  Lodge  to  its  former  usefulness  and  pros- 
perity. He  found  that  dissensions  among  the  brethren  had  grown 
into  crimination  and  recrimination  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce 
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many  of  the  older  members,  and  prominent  citizenB  of  the  city,  to 
sever  their  connection  with  the  Lodge,  as  well  as  to  so  dampen  the 
ardor  of  those  remaining,  so  as  to  render  their  attendance  at  the 
stated  meetings  of  the  Lodge  more  a  matter  of  duty  than  of  pleasure. 
Fully  nnderstanding  and  appreciating  the  great  principles  underlying 
our  Order,  and  thos  advised  of  his  duties  and  obligations  as  a  Mason, 
supported  as  he  was  by  a  few  good  and  true  members,  Bro.  Baldridge 
has  by  nntiring  energy,  and  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
position  which  he  occupied,  induced  the  dimitted  brethren  to  affiliate 
and  now  has  the  pleasure  of  presiding  over  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent, prosperous,  and  harmonious  Lodges  within  this  jurisdiction. 
That  which  has  been  accomplished  in  Helion  Lodge,  can  be  accom- 
plished in  every  other  Lodge  when  the  necessity  exists. 

That  understanding  of  the  truths  taught  by  Masonry,  and  that  ap- 
preciation of  the  obligation,  and  duties  of  a  Mason,  which  begets 
activity  in  the  work,  out-side  of,  as  well  as  in,  the  Lodge  room,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  the  great  need  of  the  day  and  hour.  In  this,  we  are  all 
deficient,  and  all  and  each  of  us  responsible  for  that  inertness  which 
ha^well  nigh  reduced  Masonry  to  an  association  of  persons  held  to- 
gether almost  alone  for  the  pecuniary  benefit  it  may  afford  them. 
This,  brethren,  is  the  dark  side  of  the  picture,  and  it  is  mentioned 
because  we  enter  the  light  through  the  darkness.  The  moral  influ- 
ence exerted  by  our  beloved  Order  is  being  felt  in  almost  every  local- 
ity in  the  State,  but  the  morality  of  its  membership  does  not  come  up 
to  the  standard  erected  by  the  teachings  of  the  Order.  I  would  have 
its  adherents  learn  more  of  that  morality  taught  by  Masonry,  feeling 
assured  that  these  being  known  better,  they  would  more  generally  be 
observed  and  practiced  by  the  craft,  and  the  cause  of  humanity  cor- 
respondingly advanced. 

If  the  symbolism  of  the  compass  and  square  was  more  strongly 

« 

impressed  upon  the  mind  of  the  initiate.  Masons  would  not,  some- 
times, malign  to  the  Profane  one  whom,  in  the  lodge  room,  he  is  ap- 
parently pleased  to  call  "brother,"  but  would  make  an  honest  effort 
to  hve  up  to  the  duties  and  obligations  every  Mason  has  assumed, 
and  thus  moke  his  conversation  and  action  bear  testimony  to  the 
excellence  of  the  principles  of)  and      calculable  benefits  resulting 
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from  Mtuionr}'  when  fally  lived  up  to  by  itsatHicrents.  I  do  not  over- 
look (ho  laany  difficulties  with  which  we  hnvo  to  contend,  by  re^Lson 
of  the  fraiUics  incident  to  our  htiniau  nature.  I  do  not  forget  that 
there  arc  two  natures  in  man,  the  **hi({her  and  the  lower,  the  (^reat 
and  the  mean,  and  the  noble  and  the  ignoble,"  nor  does  Masonry  ; 
but  in  every  degree  teaches  its  membership  to  cultivate  and  practice 
the  belter  part  of  our  nature,  and  continually  guard  ourselves  against 
the  tem]»tation8  suggested  by  our  j)rejutlice.  passions,  and  appetites. 
Wc  should  be  slow  to  make  inferences  which  a  full  examination  of 
the  facts  would  prove  to  be  unjust,  as  well  as  to  finnly  refuse  to  ap- 
prove  that  which  justice  and  good  monds  would  condemn. 

The  close  of  this  Crrand  Communication  severs  my  official  connec* 
lion  with  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  I  now  return  my  thanks  to  the  brethren 
who  have  rendered  mo  such  valuable  service  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  ]K>sitiou.  I  regret  my  innbilit}'  to  be  present  at  the 
oi)ening  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  the  importance  of  the  interests 
confided  to  me,  demanded  my  presence  elsewhere,  and  I  felt  that  my 
personal  dehire  should  be  ttul>ordinated  to  duty,  and  trust  that  the 
brethren  will  think  with  me,  and  approve  my  action  in  this  respect. 

K.  W.  COBB, 
Grand  Master. 

LODGES   liEINSTATED. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary  it  was  ordered 
that  all  lodges,  the  charters  of  which  had  been  forfeited, 
and  which  had  been  working  under  temporary  dispen- 
sations, and  which  had  now  made  Beturns,  paid  Dues, 
and  were  represented,  be  reinstated. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

FULTON  LODGE  NO.   98. 

liesoiyetl.  That  Fulton  Lodge  No.  98  be  allowed  sixty  days  in  which 
to  make  returns  and  pay  Dues. 
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Brother  William  T.  Atkins  oflfered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted : 

BOWEN  LODGE  NO.   240. 

Resdvedi  That  the  number  of  Bowen  Lodge  at  Whistler,  be  changed 
npon  the  Records  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  from  241,  as  now  reported,  to 
240 ;  the  number  of  its  charter  as  issued  in  1858,  but  by  some  mistake 
repeated  in  1859,  and  since,  as  241. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
offered  the  following  resolutions,  and  they  were 
adopted : 

AS  TO  THE  GRAND  LODGE  HALL. 

Resolved,  1.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  whoso  duty  it 
shall  be  to  confer  with  the  owner  of  the  building  in  which  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  hold,  with  a  view  of  rescinding  the  contract  by  which  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  it  is  leased  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  committee  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  be  in- 
stmcted  to  confer  with  the  yarious  masonic  bodies  in  the  city  of 
Montgomery,  with  reference  to  securing  the  use  of  their  hall  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  therein  the  Annual  Communications  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Resolved,  3.  That  the  committee  heroin  provided  for  be  instructed 
to  report  before  the  close  of  the  present  communication. 

And  the  committee  was  appointed  as  follows : 

Myles  Jefferson  Greene, 

John  Gideon  Harris, 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong. 

Brother  Wiliam  T.  Atkins  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted : 

AS  TO  HENDBIX  tX)DG£  NO.   162. 

Resolved,  That  upon  the  payment  of  two  years*  dues  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  the  members  of  Hendrix  Lodge  No.  162,  at  PlantersTille, 
the  said  lodge  be  reinstated,  and  authorized  to  elect  officers,  and  pro- 
ceed to  work. 
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IIE1»0RT  ON  THE  E.   A.   DEOKEE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greeue,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Work,  made  rej^ort  on  the  E.  A.  Degree,  and  tlie 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in ;  and  then  the 
further  report  of  tlie  committee  was  made  the  Special 
Order  for  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 

MEMORUL  FROM   M.VKION. 

A  moraorial  was  presented  from  the  late  officers  and 
meml)ers  of  Temple  L<^dge  No.  425,  at  Marion,  in  the 
County  of  Perry,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

FLOBENCE  No.  14,  AND  DeKALB  No.  116. 

Resolutions  were  presented  as  to  Florence  Lodge 
No.  1-t,  and  as  to  DeKalb  Lodge  No.  116,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Projjositions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

REPORTS  OF  GliAND  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Secretary  made 
their  Annual  Keports,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,     i  See  ApjK*ndix,J 

Brother  Robert  L.  Hallonquist  offered  certain  reso- 
lutions for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
sonic Jurisprudence,  and  they  were  so  referred. 

PRESENTA'ITON  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Bn^ther  William  T.  Atkins,  the  Grand  Marshal,  pre- 
sented to  the  Grand  Master  the  following  re])resenta- 
tives  of  Foreign  Grand  Lodges : 

Brother  OtH>r|j;o  D.  Nurris,  Grand  Lodgo  of  EngLmd. 
Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Grand  Lodge  of  Greece. 
Brother  Nicholus  Stalworth,  Grand  Lodge  of  Pern. 
Brother  Daniel  ISayre,  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa. 
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And  they  were  cordially  received  by  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, and  welcomed  to  seats  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins  and  Brother  Marshall  A. 
Keith  each  presented  resolutions  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  K.  W.  and  Kev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Morning,  December  4, 1883. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  11  o'clock,  the  R  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
John  HoUis  Bankhead,  presiding;  the  other  Grand 
Officers  at  their  respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  the  Special 
Order  for  11  o'clock  was  postponed  in  order  to  allow 
him  to  make  the  following  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  ;  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in : 

(2) 
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SPAIN. 

To  3f.  W.  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lf^hfP  of  AhOfama  : 

The  Committee  on  Forci}:;ii  Correspondence  has  bad  before  it  a  cir- 
cular letter  from  the  "Independent  Symbolic  Grand  Lodge  of  Spain," 
of  date  Seville,  July  29,  1883,  and  also  the  Constitution  of  this  Grand 
Lodge.  The  letter  solicits  recognition,*  1st,  because  the  Grand  Lodge 
has  simply  taken  possession  of  unoccupied  territory';  2d,  because  13 
lodges  legally  separated  from  their  superior  bodies  aided  in  the 
formation  and  have  increased  to  21;  3d,  because  the  laws  and  statutes 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  based  on  the  principles  which  govern  all 
symbolic  masonry;  and  4th,  because  this  Grand  Lod^e  only  takes 
cognizance  of  the  three  symbolic  degrees.  The  circular  also  asks  an 
interchange  of  representatives. 

The  constitution  proclaims  that  Freemasonry'  is  a  philosophical  in- 
stitution, whose  members,  united  by  fraternal  love,  have  for  their 
object  to  combat  ignorance,  and  to  Ia1)or  for  the  realization  of  univer- 
sal good,  constituting  a  mutual  school  whose  programme  is  as  follows: 

'*To  practice  the  moral  and  social  virtues  and  justice  in  all  their 
actions. 

To  love  their  fellow-men,  their  country,  and  liberty. 

To  labor  without  ceasing  for  the  benefit  of  humanity,  and  for  its 
progressive  and  pacific  emancipation. 

Mas()ur>'  proclaims  the  existence  of  a  great  first  cause  under  the 
niimeof  f.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U. 

It  recognizes  the  right  of  imlividuals  to  liberty  of  cousc*ience, 
thought,  and  speech,  and  places  no  limit  to  the  investigation  of  truth, 
and  proclaims  the  principle  of  universal  toleration. 

Equality  before  tht?  law  is  another  principle  proclaimed  by  mason- 
ry', in  consetjuence  of  which  it  knows  no  distinctions  because  of 
nationality,  race,  creeds,  or  opinions:  and  prohibits  either  religious 
or  political  discussions  in  its  assemblies." 

These  principles  accord  with  those  of  all  true  Masons,  and  stimu- 
late your  committee  to  advise  recognition  ;  and  we  are  still  more 
strongly  impelled  when  we  consider  how  desirable  it  is  to  have  the 
syuibulic  degrees  entinly  separated  and  distinct  from  the  Grand 
Councils,  il'c.  But  your  committee  hesitate  about  rec^^mmending  so 
important  a  step  without  further  knowledge  than  is  now  in  their  pos- 
session. Your  committee  have  noticed  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba 
and  Colon  last  year  issued  the  following 

WAUNINU   TO   AMEUICWN   (iBAXD   1/^lHiEH. 

A  few  Grand  Bodies  of  the  United  SUites  and  Canaila  have  been 
pleased  to  recognize  the  Grand  Ltubje  of  Spain,  of  which  Brother  J.  A. 
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Perez  (Ricardo)  is  grand  Master.  Li  so  doing,  of  coarse  they  have 
presumed  that  said  Grand  Lodge  was  a  sovereign  independent  organ- 
ization. But  it  is  not ;  and  a  single  fact  shall  be  sufficient  to  prove 
this  assertion.  On  August  ISih,  1881,  Brother  J.  A.  Perez,  Grand 
Master,  has  ordered  the  lodges  to  comply  and  (ftpey  stricMy  a  decree  from 
the  so-called  Supreme  Ck)unoil  of  the  33d  degree,  for  the  jurisdiction 
of  Spain. 

There  is  in  Spain  an  independent  Spanish  Grand  Lodge,  organized 
in  Seville  in  1881.  Besides,  there  is  the  **  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Spain,"  (and  Supreme  CJouncil)  presided  over  formerly  by 
Brother  Sagasta,  and  at  present  by  Brother  Bomero  Ortiz  ;  and  final- 
ly, the  Supreme  Council  of  33d  presided  over  by  the  Marquis  of 
Seoane,  which  governs  lodgos.  In  all,  three  Supreme  Councils  and 
three  Grand  Lodges. 

The  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  Island  of  Cuba  has  recog- 
nized the  Grand  Lodge  of  Seville,  that  one  being  the  only  really  in- 
dependent organization  of  Craft  Masonry  now  existing  in  Spain,  and 
the  first  occupant  of  a  jurisdiction  previously  vacant  so  far  as  the 
ancient  fraternity  of  F .  A.  M.  is  concerned. 

This  warning  is  intended  to  prevent,  if  possible,  new  recognitions 
of  a  Masonic  body  not  entitled  to  obtain  them. 

From  this  we  learn  that  there  are  other  bodies  claiming  to  be  ^ 
proper  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  desire  that  Alabama  may  enter  into  no 
entangling  alliance.  Your  committee,  therefore,  do  not  feel  that  it 
can  recommend  recognition,  but  your  committee  hopes  that  further 
information,  to  be  had  before  the  next  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
may  enable  it  then  to  recommend  such  a  step. 

Your  committee  would  like  to  know  how  many  Lodges  there  are 
within  the  jurisdiction  claimed  by  the  Independent  ISymbolic  Grand 
Lodge  of  Spain,  which  do  not  recognize  this  Grand  Lodge  ;  as  well 
as  how  many  do.  How  many  Grand  Lodges,  or  Orients,  claim  au- 
thority in  Spain  ;  and  to  what  obedience  or  obediences  the  Lodges 
belonged  which  "regularly  and  legally  separated  from  their  depen- 
dencies," and  from  this  symbolic  Grand  Lodge. 

With  an  expression  of  the  best  wishes  of  Alabama  for  the  pros- 
perity and  growth  of  Symbolic  Masonry  every  where,  the  committee 
recommends  that  the  further  consideration  of  this  matter  be  deferred 
until  information  on  the  points  indicated  be  obtained. 

Fraternally  submitted.  P.  J.  PILLANS. 
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FOBEIGX  C0RRE8P0XDEXCE. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  made  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Pro- 
ceedings. 

BEPORT  ON  WORK. 

The  Committee  on  Work  proceeded  with  their  Re- 
port, and  after  making  progress,  the  Report  was  post- 
poned until  this  evening  at  8  o'clock. 

The  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master  announced  the 
following — 

STANDING  COMMITTEES : 

On  Chabtebed  Lodges. 

No.  1. 

Isaac  G.  Hall,  Nathan  Landers, 

Parker  N.  G.  Rand,  John  G.  Farley, 

Charles  C.  McCall. 

No.  2. 

Thomas  P.  'N\Tiitby,  Alphonso  B.  Carter, 

La  Fayette  R.  Hanna,  William  L.  Johnson, 

William  K.  McConnell. 

No.  3. 

Will  mm  B.  Jackson,  Amos  M.  Elliott, 

Martial  L.  Fielder,  John  C.  Boles, 

William  H.  Grayson. 

No.  4. 

Kirhard  E.  K.  Hicks,  Amasa  L.  Palmer, 

John  A.  Poe,  James  A.  Bilbro, 

Emmett  F.  Crook. 
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Ko.  5. 

Heniy  F.  Montgomery,  Edward  S.  Powers, 

John  M  Clark,  Joseph  Y.  Gk>nzales, 

Bichard  A  Bamsey. 

No.  6. 

Pinckney  M  Bmner,  Ck)lambns  A.  Alexander, 

Solomon  Palmer,  Sterling  J.  Thrower, 

Johns  S.  Blair. 

No.  7. 

Henry  N.  Bosser,  John  A  Kimbrongh, 

John  A.  Stringer,  Isaac  W.  Johnson, 

Leonidas  D.  Griffitts. 

No.  8. 

Orman  A.  Dnke,  Adolph  Moses, 

William  H.  Patrick,  Edwin  H.  Bobinson, 

Kinion  Wells. 

No.  9. 

Henry  H.  Brown,  James  P.  Flonmoy, 

John  W.  Jones,  Norman  A.  CampbeU, 

Thomas  J.  Prim. 

No.  10. 

Morgan  G.  Stondenmier,  Uewelyn  H.  Spigener, 

Benjamin  B.  Bricken,  John  M.  Oliver, 

James  H.  Shine. 

DiSPXNSATIONB. 

No.  1. 

Isaac  F.  Thompson,  Albert  G.  Westbrook, 

Daniel  D.  Bennett,  Anthony  B.  SeUers, 

William  T.  Chapman. 

No.  2. 

Angnstns  P.  Eyans,  *         William  T.  Prichett, 

William  A  Striplin,  William  H.  Stuckey, 

Andrew  J.  NnnneUy. 
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FiNAHCK. 

Daniel  Smith,  Nicholas  Stallworth, 

Lewe  Sessioiis,  Thomas  J.  Brewer, 

Thomas  H.  Amberson. 

Bt-Lawb. 

Marshal  A.  Keith,  James  li.  Jones, 

Thomas  11  McMillan,  Daniel  Moore, 

William  Allen  O'Hara. 

Pbopositioks  AMD  Gbhyances, 

Samnel  E.  McSpadden,  Charles  A.  Newton, 

James  Mills  Jr.,  Madison  O.  Franklin, 

Thomas  B.  Wallace. 

DoiNos  or  QjiAND  OmoxBS. 

Middleton  C.  Martin,  Enoch  J.  Bell, 

Polemon  D.  Boss,  John  W.  Pnrifoy, 

Joseph  S.  Sannders. 

Lkayk  or  Absence. 

William  S.  Foster,  George  W.  McEwen, 

William  B.  Julian,  John  0.  Boles, 

James  S.  Grisham. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev.  Gbrand 
Chaplain,  the  Gbrand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  4, 1883. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
John  Hollis  Bankhead,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand 
Officers  at  their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  K.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

"Brother  "William  T.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made 
report  in  the  case  of  Brother  H.  W.  Hill,  appealing 
from  the  decision  of  Eising  Sun  Lodge  No.  29,  and  of 
William  Henderson,  appealing  from  the  decision  of 
Cross  Plains  Lodge  No.  368 ;  and  both  reports  were 
concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

To  the  Most  Worshiffful  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Suspemiions,  Expnlsions,  and  Appeals,  respect- 
fully submits  the  follo\\'ing  report : 

1st.  Under  date  of  November  15th,  1883,  Brother  H.  W.  HiU,  who 
is  a  non-affiliate,  of  Mooresville,  Limestone  county,  addressed  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  a  complaint  or  memorial  against  the  decision  of  Bising 
Sun  Lodge  No.  29,  which  declined  to  investigate  charges  of  unma- 
sonic  conduct  preferred  by  said  memorialist  against  Brother  Samuel 
J.  Withers,  said  lodge  basing  its  refusal  to  examine  the  charges  on  tho 
fact,  that  neither  of  the  names  in  controversy  could  be  found  by  the 
Grand  Secretary  on  the  roll  of  extinct  Limestone  Lodge  No.  18. 
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Brother  TTill  presents  the  eyidence  of  Brother  J.  K.  Martin  as 

follows : 

"  MooBBBviiiUE,  AiiA.,  Nov.  14,  1883. 

"1  certify  that  Dr.  H.  W.  Hill  affiliated  with  Limestone  Lodge  No. 
18,  of  this  place,  at  the  Jane  Ck)nvocation,  A.  D.  1870,  of  said  lodge, 
and  that  he  was  a  member  in  good  standing  at  the  surrender  of  Uie 

charter  of  said  lodge. 

J.  N.  Mabtin, 
Last  W.  If.  of  Limestone  Lodge  No.  18." 

In  the  absence  of  any  testimony  impeaching  the  good  character  of 
Brother  Hill,  we  incline  to  the  opinion  that  Rising  San  Lodge  shoald 
give  the  case  a  hearing,-and  hence,  recommend  that  Rising  San  Lodge 
No.  29  be  instracted  to  investigate  said  charges  of  onmasonio  condact 
preferred  by  Brother  H.  W.  Hill. 

2d.  William  Henderson  appeals  from  the  decision  of  Cross  Plains 
Lodge  No.  368,  which  decision  imposed  apon  the  said  William  Hen- 
derson the  penalty  of  indefinite  suspension  under  charges  and  speci- 
fications, in  substance,  as  follows  : 

Charge :    Immoral  and  Unmatonic  Conduct. 

SPSCIFICATION  IST. 

"In  that  the  said  William  Henderson  has,  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  present  year,  been  engaged  in  manufacturing  spirituous  liquors 
in  Calhoun  county,  and  at  a  point  about  four  miles  south  of  Cross 
Plains  in  said  county,  in  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  Mason,  and  to  the 
scandal  and  disgrace  of  the  masonic  fraternity.'* 

SPECIFICATION  2d. 

"  In  that  the  said  William  Henderson  has  been  engaged,  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  present  year,  in  selling  spirituous  liquors  at  whole- 
sale and  retail  at  his  grocery  in  Cleburne  county,  and  about  three 
miles  south  of  Cross  Plains,  Calhoun  county,  in  violation  of  his  duty 
as  a  mason  and  to  the  scandal  and  disgrace  of  the  masonic  fra- 
ternity." 

SPECIFICATION  3d. 

"In  that  the  said  William  Henderson  did  sell  spirituous  liquors  at 
his  grocery  in  Cleburne  county,  on  Sunday,  the  23d  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1883,  to  J.  W.  Harris  and  William  Lester,  and  that  he  has  sold 
spirituous  liquors  on  other  Sundays  in  the  latter  part  of  the  present 
year,  to  other  parties,  in  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  mason,  &o.    And 
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it  is  hereby  demanded  that  he  be  dealt  with  according  to  masonic  law 

and  usage." 

ANDREW  J.  LITTON, 

JEROME  B.  SMITH, 

FRANCIS  M.  SAVAGE, 

Committee. 

Henderson  did,  at  the  trial  of  this  cause,  plead  gnilty  nnder  Ist  and 
f2d  specifications — except  as  to  selling  at  wholesale — but  the  Lodge 
declared  him  guilty  under  3d  specification  also,  by  a  vote  of  22  guilty 
and  4  not  guilty. 

From  the  evidence  in  this  case  your  committee  is  satisfied  that 
Henderson  is  proven  to  have  done  what  is  laid  to  his  charge  in  the 
foregoing  specifications;  and  further,  it  is  apparent  that  he  chooses 
to  pursue  a  course  of  conduct  which  is  extremely  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  masonry  and  the  well-being  of  society  in  that  commu- 
nity. We  do  not  discuss  the  right  of  an  individual  to  traffic  in  liquor 
nnder  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  because  such  a  discussion  is  not 
pertinent  in  the  present  instance,  but  we  do  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  profubition  obtains  in  the  county  of  Calhoun  in  accordance  with 
tile  laws  of  Alabama.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  it  were  bet- 
ter for  Cross  Plains  Lodge  that  the  dust  of  years  should  settle  undis- 
turbed upon  its  vacant  chairs,  than  that  it  should  keep  in  its  family 
of  brothers  a  man  whose  course  is  so  subversive  of  good  morals, 
peace,  and  prosperity. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Cross  Plains  Lodge  No.  368, 
indefinitely  suspending  William  Henderson  from  the  privileges  and 
benefits  of  masonry,  be  sustained  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

WILLIAM  YATES  TITCOMB, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Samuel  K.  McSpadden,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

To  the  M.  M.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabftma  : 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  asking  the  restoration  of  the  charter,  furniture, 
and  jewels  of  DeKalb  Lodge  No.  116,  at  Lebanon,  and  Flor- 
ence Lodge  No.  14,  at  Florence,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
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tion  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  separate  resolutions  as  the 
result  of  their  investigations  : 

Rtsclved,  That  the  charter,  furniture  and  jewels  of  DeEalb  Lodge 
No.  116  be  restored  to  said  Lodge  upon  the  payment  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  bacsk  dnee  for  two  years. 

B/tsoLved,  That  upon  the  payment  of  said  dues  above  stated,  the 
members  of  said  lodge  are  hereby  authorized  to  meet,  elect  officers, 
and  proceed  to  work,  as  before  the  forfeiture  of  said  charter. 

Resclvedf  That  the  charter,  furniture,  and  jewels  of  Florence  Lodge 
No.  14,  be  restored  to  said  Lodge  upon  the  payment  of  two  years 
back  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  within  90  days. 

Jiesolved,  That  upon  the  payment  of  said  two  years*  dues,  above 
stated,  the  members  of  said  Lodge  are  hereby  authorized  to  meet, 
elect  officers,  and  proceed  to  work  as  before  the  forfeiture  of  said 
charter. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

S.  K.  McSPADDEN, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Henry  H.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

BEPORT  ON  CHAKTERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alafxima : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  having  examined  the 
Betums  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  as 
being— 

OOBBECT  : 

BusseUviUe No.  371    Trinity No.  386 


Gainesville 

8auta  Creek 

Lake  City 

Ohatchee 

E.  H.  Cook 

Birmingham  Fraternal . . 


375 

370 

377. 

380 

381 

384 


Newburgh *«  388 

Valley  Ilead "  394 

Falkville ««  3<)0 

Hartselle "  398 

Haw  Kid^o "  3y9 

Childcrsburg "  403 


INCOBBECT. 


Weooutka  No.  378.— Number  of  members  under  the  head  of  Dues 
not  given  ;  under  same  head  no  Ministers  set  down,  although  the 
body  of  Return  shoi^-s  3;  word  iior^e  not  written  in  some  of  the  blanks. 

BoBEBT  E.  Lee  No.  379. — Number  of  members  under  the  head  of 
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Dues  not  set  down;  word  none  not  written  under  several  of  the  blanks; 
date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Ben  Popb  No.  383. — Beturns  for  1882  correct,  except  that  it  is 
dated  1883.  For  1883,  number  of  member  under  the  head  of  Dues  not 
set  down,  nor  the  amount  of  Dues.    One  name  abbreviated. 

NoBTH  BoROEB  No.  391.— Numbcr  of  members  not  set  down  under 
the  head  of  Dues. 

HicKOBT  Flat  No.  392. — Neither  date  nor  dues  set  down  on  the 
back  ;  nor  number  of  members  under  the  head  of  Dues. 

Black  Oak  No.  397. — Returns  for  two  years  ;  those  for  1882  headed 
as  for  1880;  in  those  for  1883  £.  A.  and  F.  G.  reported  under  wrong 
head. 

HANCEViLiiE  No.  400.  —In  the  list  of  officers  all  are  put  down  as  pro 
tern,,  except  the  Tiler,  and  the  Treasurer's  name  appears  in  the  place 
of  the  Secretary's  at  the  foot,  but  not  there  as  pro  tern. ;  number  of 
members  not  given  under  the  head  of  Dues  ;  M,  G.  put  in  the  wrong 
place  ;  no  dates  to  deaths. 

Gbs£H  HiLii  No.  402. — Report  for  1882,  sets  down  one  dead,  but 
neither  name  nor  date  is  given;  M.  G.  in  the  wrong  place  ;  for  1883 
Becapitulation  not  filled  out;  M.  G.  in  the  wrong  place;  number  of 
members  not  set  down  under  the  head  of  Dues. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

H.  fl,  BROWN, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  I. 

7o  the  Jf.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  having  examined  the 
Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  as  being 

COBBECT  : 


Rising  Virtue No.  4 

Moulton "    6 

Macon **    7 

Farrar "    8 

Saint  Albans "22 

Dale •*  25 

La  Fayette "  26 


Selma  Fraternal No.  27 

28 
36 
39 
41 
42 
43 


Marengo 

Washington 

Wetumpka 

Livingston 

Hiram 

Leighton — 2  years, 
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incobbxct: 

Helion  No.  1. — No  Masonic  Grade  reportod  to  49  members,  num- 
ber of  members  not  set  down  under  the  head  of  Dnes. 

GiLEAD  No.  9.— Not  signed  by  the  W.  M.  and  no  W.  M.  reported  ; 
S.  W.  should  have  taken  his  place  if  he  was  absent,  and  a  S.  W.  pro 
tern  put  in  the  Rot  urns  ;  initials  used  in  several  names. 

RoTAL  "White  Hart  No.  10.— No  H.  W.  or  S.  D.  reported  ;  secretary 
should  have  filled  np  with  officers  jjrotem,  several  members  not  num- 
bered, no  grade  marked  to  more  than  half  the  members,  abbrevia- 
tions used,  several  blanks  on  the  back  not  filled  out. 

MoNTooxEBT  No.  11. — No  grade  given  to  many  members. 

Athens  No.  IC. — ^No  Masonic  grade  given  to  22  members,  no  date 
to  two  deaths,  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 

Geobge  WASHix(iTON  No.  24. — No  grade  given  to  4  members,  the 
word  "  minister"  in  the  wrong  place. 

RisiNO  Sun  No.  29.— No  grade  assigned  to  several  members,  table 
of  Dues  not  filled  out,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

AuTAUUA  No.  31. — No  Masonic  grade  to  3  members,  initials  used. 

CouKTLASfD  No.  37. — Names  repeated  under  all  3  heads — £.  A.,  F. 
C,  and  M.  M.,  contrary  to  instructions ;  initials  and  abreviations 
used. 

^loBiLE  No.  40. — Two  names  abbreviated,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not 
filled  out. 

Gaston  No.  44. — Nine  members  reported  with  no  Masonic  grade, 
date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Demopous  No.  49.— Nothing  filled  out  on  the  back  of  Returns, 
date  A.  D.  in  the  heading  filled  up  with  183,  no  Masonic  grade  to 
4  members,  amount  of  dues  put  under  the  numbers,  table  of  dues 
not  filed  out,  word  none  not  writt^^n  any  where  where  it  should  be. 

Union  No.  50. — ^No  date  to  Initiating  and  Passing  of  one  ;  date  of 
affiUation  in  the  ^Tong  place. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ISAAC  C.  HALL, 
P.  N.  G.  RAND. 
CHARLES  C.  McCALL, 

Committee. 

Brother  Pinkney  M.  Bmner,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

To  ihe  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  RetnmH  submitted  to  them, 
and  find  the  following  to  be  correct,  and  made  out  in  a  neat  and 
business-like  manner,  reflecting  much  credit  on  the  Secretaries  : 

COBBECT  : 


Tensaw No.  221 

WeHtern  Star "  222 

Newton "  224 

Louisville *  225 

James  Penn "  227 

Dallas— 2  years "  228 

Sepulga "  233 

Harpersville "  235 

Bowen "  240 

Coosa "  242 

Ramer "  243 

Dawson "  244 


Cropwell No.  247 

Amand **  250 

Camp  Creek "  251 

Northport "  252 

Rose  Hill ••  253 

Gaylesville *•  256 

ErWn "  257 

Belleville **  260 

Talladega "  261 

Highland "  262 

Meridian "  265 


INCOBBBCT. 

SANDt  BiDOB  No.  223.  —Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  table  of  Dues 
not  filled  out,  dates  A  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  seal  nearly  illegible. 

Santa  Fb  No.  226.  —One  dimitted,  but  no  name  given,  3  suspended 
N.  P.  D.  but  no  names  set  down,  seal  barely  legible,  but  not  right 

side  up. 

Gadsden,  No.  236. — One  raised,  but  no  dates  given  ;  one  entered, 
but  date  under  wrong  head  ;  4  affiliated,  but  no  dates  ;  table  of  Dues 
not  filled  out,  initials  and  abbreviations  used. 

John  Payne  No.  245.— No  date  to  passing  F.  C.  ;  no  seal,  a  seal 
bntken  is  no  excuse,  Lodge  should  get  a  new  one  ;  a  Dimit,  or  other 
paper,  is  of  no  value  without  a  seal. 

Harrison  Fo.  246. — Seal  illegible  ;  Lodge  should  get  a  new  one. 

Lawrence  No.  248. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  dates  under 
wrong  head,  word*no»i€  or  its  equivalent  not  written  whore  it  should 
he. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

PINKNEY  M.  BRUNER, 

Chairman. 


Brother  William  B.  Jackson,  from  the  Committee  on 
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Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  TAtdfje  of  Alabama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  repert.  After  carefully  examiniug  the  Returns  submitted 
to  them,  they  find  the  following  to  be — 

OOBBECT  : 


Henrv No.    01 

Pulton "    98 

Newbeme "102 


Camp  Hill No.  120 

Herndon — 2  years **    125 

Geneva \ *•    129 


Shiloh "  105  i  YorkviUe **    i:U 

Forest  Hill "  110  |  WUuy •*    134 

ISCOBRECT : 

Hawyeb  No.  93.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  date  of  affiliation 
under  wrong  head,  initials  used,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out,  no  seal. 

Tdckabatchee  No.  90.  —No  date  to  entering  2  candidates,  and  names 
reported  under  two  heads,  contrary  to  plain  instructions ;  table  of 
Dues  not  filled  out  with  number  of  members  ;  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

LozAHATCHEE  No.  97. — Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out :  this  Lodge 
reports  no  yearly  dues  required  from  its  members,  and  yet  rei^orts  l-l 
suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

IIaktwell  No.  101. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  outside. 

Good  Sam.vbitan  No.  104. — Initials  used  ;  seal  not  plumb,  table  of 
Fees  for  conferring  the  degrees  filled  up  with  the  word  none. 

Hebmon  No.  100. — Table  of  Dues  not  filled  up  with  the  number  of 
members,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  up. 

NoTAsuLGA  No.  119. — Initials  used,  no  date  to  one  death,  suspen- 
sions N.  P.  D.  erroneously  marked  as  having  taken  place  on  the  IGth. 
of  July. 

Felix  No.  124. — Abbreviations  and  initials  used,  no  date  to  rein- 
statements, date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

CoLi'MmA  No.  135.  —  W.  M.  signed  his  name  where  the  name  of  the 
Lodge  i»ught  to  be. 

Fratcrntdly  submitted. 

W.  B.  JACKSON, 

Chairman. 
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Brother  Orman  A.  Duke,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grafid  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  the  foUo^-ing  to  be — 

CORRECT : 

Charity No.  331  I  Ozark No.  349 

Oliver **  334  I  Sipacy  -2  years "    350 

Nanafalia "  335    Rock  Mills ••    353 

ClearCreek "  340   Rutlcdge "    357 


Ku^'an "     341 

Pikeville "    344 

Echo "    345 


Pleasant  Site "    3(54 

Chandler "    367 

Cross  Plains  <<     368 


Hartsboro "    34G   Athelstan **    369 

BienvUle •*    348! 

« 

INCORRECT  : 

Blue  Eye  No.  332.  —Names  of  newly-made  M.  M.  are  put  under 
all  the  heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.,  contrary  to  instructions  ; 
head  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the  number  of  members  or  of  min- 
isters ;  name  of  one  reinstated  not  put  on  the  list  of  members,  there- 
fore due  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

Johnson  No.  337. --Name  of  one  F.  C.  put  under  both  heads  of  E. 
A.,  and  F.  C,  and  no  date  to  being  passed. 

Geor(»ian\  Davis  No.  338. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  four 
names  under  the  head  of  Master-Masons  only  one  of  whom  appears  to 
have  been  Raised. 

Albert  Pike  No.  339. — Has  a  very  faint  imx)re8sion  of  a  seal,  but 
totally  illegible. 

WUiSON  Williams  No.  351. — One  E.  A.  under  the  wrong  heading. 

Heaton  No.  354. — All  the  members  not  numbered,  initials  used,  no 
date  to  one  dimitied. 

Van  Buren  No.  355. — Initials  and  abbreviations  used,  1  name  added 
in  pencil,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the  number  of  members 
and  ministers,  37  members,  3  ministers,  paid  $16.50— due  the  Grand 
Lodge  50  cents. 

Nbwtonville  No.  360. -For  1882  no  date  to  1  aifiliation,  table  of 
Fees  for  Degrees  filled  out  with  00,  date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.,  not  filled 
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ont.    For  1883  table  of  Fees  filled  ont  with  00,  dntes  A.  D.  and  A.  L. 
not  filled  ont. 

Town  Cbeek  No.  361. — For  2  yearn — correct,  except  that  the  Heal  is 
not  plamb. 

Chesteb  No.  363. — Initials  nscd,  1  affiliated  not  on  the  list  of  mem- 
bers—due the  Grand  Lodge  50  centH,  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

CoTACo  No.  366. — Affiliations  under  the  wrong  head,  time  of 
monthly  communications  not  stated,  grade  of  M.  M.  not  continued  to 
the  foot  of  the  column,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out,  fee  for  Kaising 
put  down  at  $5  when  it  should  be  $10. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ORMAN  A.  DUKE, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Henry  F.  Montgomery,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodtje  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and  beg  to  report  the  following— 

COBBECT  : 


Aberfoil No.  181  ■  Kiligoe No.  100 


Mount  Eagle. 

Catuwla 

Landmark  . . 
Clinton  ville., 
Tombigbce . . 
Brush  Creek . 
Hopewell . . . . 
Caledonia 


<i 


2()0 
pi 
203 


185  Svlacauga ** 

1K6  I  Helicon ** 

187  Valley 

188  Pettiwville "    207 

190  Alexander "     208 

191  Marshall **    209 

103  Putnam -1883 "    212 

198  Sam  Dixon **    218 


INCOBBECT  : 

Chattahoochee  No.  192. --Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out  with  the 
number  of  members,  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

HiLLADRE  No.  197. — One  member  reinstated  whose  name  does  not 
appear  on  the  list  of  members— due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

YoBK  No.  211— No  seal. 

Putnam  No.  212.  —For  1882,  one  M.  M.  reported  under  the  head  of 
Degrees  Conferred,  but  no  date  to  his  Passing  or  Raising.  Secretary 
reports  the  Fee  for  Initiating  at  $10,  the  Constitution  requires  $15.  Sec- 
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retary  reports  BUspenBioiis  for  non-payment  of  Does  on  the  17th  No* 
Tember.  All  Suspensions  N.  P.  D.  must  be  made  at  the  communi- 
cation for  tho  election  of  officers— the  lost  meeting  before  the  24th 
June. 

L1NEVIL.1.E,  No.  219. — No  dat^  to  Affiliations;  one  reinstatement 
dated  in  December  1883,  which  was  after  the  masonic  year  had 
closed ;  and  one  in  March  1883  without  the  day  of  the  month,  initials 
used. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

HENRY  F.  MONTGOMERY,   Oh'm. 
JOHN  M.  CLARK, 
EDWARD  S.  POWERS, 
JOSEPH  V.  GONZALES, 
RICHARD  A.  RAMSEY, 

Committee. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution  in  regard  to  Brother  James 
Davidson,  and  they  were  concurred  in  unanimously  : 

« 

JAMES  DAVn)80N. 

Being  apprised  that  the  absence  of  our  esteemed  Grand  Tiler, 
James  Davidson;  from  his  usual  place,  is  the  result  of  extreme  sick* 
ness,  the  Grand  Lodge— 

Resolves,  That  it  sympathizes  with  the  venerable  brother  in  his 
affliction,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  he  may  soon  be  restored  to 
health  and  accustomed  usefulness. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  preamble  and  resolution  be  transmit- 
ted  by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  our  afflicted  brother. 

REPORT  ON  THE  M.   M.   DEGREE. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  concluded  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Work  on  the  Third  Degree,  and  the  re- 
port was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  Isaac  F.  Thompson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

(3) 
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REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.   1. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orarul  Loihje  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
they  httve  exAmincd  the  books  of — 

Branchville  Lodge  No.  433, 
Ware  Lodge  No.  435,  and 
Winston  Star  Lodge  No.  436, 

and  find  them  neatly  and  correctly  kept.    And  your  committee  recom- 
mend that  Charters  be  issned  to  the  first  two  lodges,  and  at  the  re- 
qacst  of  the  representative  of  the  third,  yonr  Committee  recommend 
that  the  Dispensation  be  continued. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

LSAAC  F.  THOMPSON, 

Chairman. 

Brotlier  William  T.  Atkins  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution and  it  was  adopted  : 

ALABAMA  No.  3  REINSTATED. 

i?f5ro/r«f,  That  Alabama  Lodge  No.  3  be  allowed  CO  days  in  which  to 
pay  two  years'  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  upon  such  payment  said 
lodge  shall  be  fully  reinstated,  and  authorized  to  elect  oflicers,  and 
proceed  to  work;  and  as  soon  as  said  lodge  is  thus  reorganized  it  shall 
be  allowed  to  remove  from  Claiborne  to  Perdue  Hill. 

Brother  William  B.  Jackson  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

HOBOKEN  No.  404. 

Resofi-*^!,  That  Brother  Albert  G.  Westbrook,  W.  :M.  of  Nanafalia 
Lodge  No.  335  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  take 
charge  of  the  Jewels,  Charter,  Furniture,  and  Books,  of  Hoboken 
Lodge  No.  404,  and  hold  the  same  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Crrand 
Lodye. 


*r»' 


Brother  William  B.  Jackson  offered  the  following 
resolutions,  and  their  consideration  was  postponed  un- 
til to-morrow : 
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TO  DISTRICT  THE  STATE  AND  APPOINT  LECTURERS. 

Bejtoired,  1.  That  the  masonic  jorisdiotion  of  this  Most  Worship^ 
ful  Grand  Lodge  be  divided  into  four  Districts,  and  that  the  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  his  successors  in  office,  shall  appoint 
one  Lecturer  in  each  of  said  districts,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  verify 
the  work  in  his  district. 

2.  That  the  lecturers  so  appointed  shall  produce  certificates  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  certifying  that  they  are 
fully  competent  to  exemplify  the  work. 

3.  That  the  subordinate  lodges  composing  the  several  districts 
shall  pay  the  expenses  of  the  lecturer,  whenever  ttey  may  desire  his 
BerAices. 

Brother  Mjles  J.  Green,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
oflfered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

FORT  DEPOSIT  LODGE  NO.  291. 

Whereas,  The  Lodge  room,  charter,  jewels,  and  other  property  of 
Fort  Deposit  Lodge  No.  291,  have,  since  the  last  communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  been  destroyed  by  fire,  therefore  be  it— 

Resolved,  That  a  new  charter  be  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
Fort  Deposit  Lodge  No.  291,  free  of  charge. 

AS  TO  BRETHREN  SUSPENDED  N.   P.   D. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Green,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
offered  resolutions  in  regard  to  brethren  suspended  for 
N.  P.  D.,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  and  the  former  was  concurred  in 
and  the  latter  adopted : 

AS  TO  BROTHER  JAMES  MANCIL. 

Whereas,  Brother  James  Mancil,  a  member  of  Andalnsia  Lodge 
No.  230,  (which  lodge  fortoited  its  charter  for  non-payment  of  Dues 
to  the  Grand  Lodge,)  was  expelled  for  unmasonic  conduct  by  Fair- 
mount  Lodge  No.  238,  and  afterwards  obtained  a  certificate  from  the 
Grand  Secretary  as  a  former  member  of  Andalusia  Lodge,  therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Mancil  is  hereby  declared  expeUed 
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by  this  Grand  Lodge  from  all  the  benefits  of  Masonry,  notwithstand- 
ing he  holds  a  certificate  from  the  Grand  Secretary. 

ELECTION  OP  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  election  of  Grand  Officers  take  place  on 
to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  5, 1883. 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  11  o'clock,  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
Brother    John    H.   Bankhead,   presiding;    the   other 
Grand  Officers  in  their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  a])proved. 

Brother  Jolin  M.  Clark  oflered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  refen*ed  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence  : 

AS  TO  DIMITTED   MASONS. 

Rfstilmly  Thiit  all  Masons  within  th<?  jnriBdietiou  of  this  (Jrand 
Lodge  who  stuud  diiuitted  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  monthH,  are 
hereby  debarred  from  the  right  of  \'isitiiig  lodges,  or  moving  in  Ma- 
Bonio  Fiocessiomi  of  any  kind,  while  thus  dimitted. 
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And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  toihe  election 
of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  masonic  year,  Brother 
Solomon  D.  Bloch  and  Angus  M.  Scott  acting  as 
tellers,  and  the  election  resulted  as  follows : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERa 

John  Hollis  Bankhbad,  Wetampka,  Grand  Master. 
John  Gideon  Habbis,  Livingston ,  Depaty  Grand  Master. 
Mtles  Jeffebson  Gbeene,  Talladega,  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
William  Theodobe  Atkins,  Selma,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
William  Uenbt  Dinolet,  Montgomery,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Daniel  Batbe,  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary. 
Adam  Beioabt  Bakeb,  Montgomery,  Grand  Tiler. 

And  the  Grand  Master  subsequently  announced  the 
following  as  the — 

APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  William  Gabey  Bledsoe,  La  Fayette,  Grand  Chaplain. 
Geobob  Fbedebick  Moobe,  Montgomery,  Grand  Marshal. 
Emmett  Fabbow  Cbook,  Alexandria,  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 
Thomas  Pobtbb  Whitby,  Wetumpka,  Grand  Junior  Deacon. 
Isaac  Cunningham  Hall,  BuycKville,  Grand  Steward. 
Geoboe  Fletchbb  Sedbubt,  Wetumpka,  Grand  Steward. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  5, 1883. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  E.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
Brother  John  H.  Bankhead,  presiding;  the  other 
Grand  Officers  at  their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  B«v.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Marshal  A.  Keith,  from  the  Committee  on 
By-laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in : 

report  on  by-laws. 

To  tfie  M.   W.  Omrul  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Gommittoe  on  By-laws  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have 
examined  the  By-laws  of  Mount  Vemou  Lodge  No.  430,  and  find 
them  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  therefore  recommend  their  approval. 

We  have  also  examined  the  By-laws  and  Regulations  of  Headland 
Lodge  No.  438,  snd  recommend  that  the  word  "ancient"  be  inserted 
before  the  word  **  free  "  in  the  second  line  of  Sec.  1,  Art.  1 ;  that  the 
words  "any  competent  officer"  which  appear  in  the  third  and  fourth 
lines  of  Sec.  3,  same  article,  be  stricken  out,  and  the  follo\iing  inserted 
instead  thereof — "the  Senior  Warden,  and  in  the  absence  of  both, 
the  Junior  Warden,  may  make  such  calls."  Also  that  the  words  "on 
affiliation "  in  the  first  line  of  See.  6,  Art.  V,  be  stricken  out,  they 
being  restrictive  of  an  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  authorizes 
the  withdrawal  by  unanimous  consent  of  an  application  for  affiliation. 
With  these  amendments  we  would  recommend  their  approval. 

AIbo,  your  Committee  have  examined  the  By-laws  of  Wore  Lodge 
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No.  435,  and  we  find  Sec.  3,  Art.  n,  is  indefinite,  and  partly  in  oon- 
flict  with  the  Constitution  ;  we  therefore  recommend  as  a  sabstitnte 
for  this  section  the  following  :     **Each  member  of  this  Lodge  shall 

pay  as  dues  the  sum  of  $ ,  at  the  regular  communication  next 

preceding  the  Anniversary  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  the 

sam  of  $ at  the  Regular  Communication  next  preceding  the 

Anniversary  Festival  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist." 

We  find  Sec.  3  of  Art.  II  in  conflict  with  the  Constitution  ;  also 
that  its  subject  matter  is  fully  pro^'ided  for  in  Sec.   16  of  Art.  VI  of 
the  Constitution,  and  recommend  that  it  be  stricken  out. 

We  think  that  part  of  Sec.  1,  Art.  in,  which  requires  the  Secretary 
to  give  bond  and  security,  is  unusaal  with  masonic  lodges,  and  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  same  be  disapproved. 

We  recommend  that  the  word  **inay*'  in  the  first  line  of  Sec.  1, 
Art.  rV,  be  changed  to  **inustf"  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  ; 
that  all  of  Sec.  3,  Art.  IV,  which  appears  after  the  word  **  Lodge  "  in 
the  fourth  line  ;  also  all  of  Sec.  4,  Art.  IV,  be  stricken  out  as  being 
in  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  fully  provided  for  therein. 

That  the  word  **  membership"  in  the  second  line  of  Sec.  5,  Art.  IV, 
be  changed  to  affiliation." 

That  Sec.  6,  Art.  IV,  be  entirely  stricken  out,  as  a  part  of  it  is  vio- 
lative of  the  Constitution,  and  the  balance  provided  for  by  the  Con- 
stitution. 

That  so  much  of  Sec.  3,  Art.  V,  as  allows  an  appeal  to  the  Lodge 
from  the  Master's  decision  be  stricken  out  as  contrary  to  masonic 
usage. 

That  the  word  "withdraw"  in  the  second  line  of  Sec.  1,  Art.  VT, 
be  changed  to  **diujit." 

Fraternally  submitted. 

M.  A.  KEITH, 
W.  A.  O'HARA, 
DANIEL  MOORE, 

T.  M.  McMillan, 

Committee. 

Brother  William  K.  McConnell  oflfered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted : 

AS   TO  THE  grand   MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Whebeas,  The  M.  W.  Grand  Master, ^Ruf us  W.  Cobb,  has  been  un- 
avoidably prevented  from  attending  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  account 
of  important  trusts  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Jefferson  county,  and 
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his  Annnal  Address  to  the  Grand  Lodge  has  not  been  presented, 
therefore — 

Resolved,  That  he  be  reqnosted  to  furnish  it  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
for  publication  in  the  printed  proceedingrt,  with  the  exception  of  his 
decisions,  which  the  Grand  Secretary  will  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next  Grand 
Annual  Communication. 

Brother  Thomas  P.  Whitby,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grarul  Lothje  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  beg  leiive  to  report 
that  they  have  diligently  and  carefully  examined  the  Returns  sub- 
mitted to  them,  and  And  the  foUo-wing — 


cobbect: 


New  Market No. 

Trov 

Tuskegee . . ; 

Benton ** 

Toiiipkinsville 

Liberty 


(« 


52 
5« 
57 
59 
<U 
Go 


Hampden  Sidney No.  07 

Howard •*  CM 

Tohopekii ♦*  71 

Widow's  Son «*  72 

Solomon **  74 

Ptister ««  90 


iNf'ORREcrr  : 

(tbeknino  No.  53.— Date  ^V.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55.  -Heading  not  tilled  out. 

Saint  Johns  No.  62.-  -Figures  of  recapitulation  in  the  wrong  place  ; 
initials  used. 

Social  No.  r»3. — Names  of  2  newly  raised  do  not  appear  on  the  list 
of  members,  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  $1.00  ;  nuuibor  of  min- 
isters not  put  down  under  the  hea<l  of  dues  ;  dates  A.  L.  and  A.  D. 
not  filled  out ;  W.  M.  signs  his  name  where  the  name  of  the  Lodge 
ought  to  be. 

Ei'REKA  No.  f4.— No  dues  put  on  the  back  ;  recapitulation  not  set 
down  in  figures. 

HoLsEV  N»).  r>8.     Tal>le  of  <lues  not  properly  filled  out. 

Centbai,  No.  70.  No  date  to  passing  of  F.  C.  ;  not  signed  by  the 
W.  M. 

GoKXBYiUiK  No.  75.— Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out ;  initials  used. 
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AuBTJBN  No.  76. — Table  of  Fees  filled  up  at  $15,  $10,  and  $5,  in- 
stead of  being  $15,  $5,  and  $10. 
Cbozikb  No.  78. — No  dues  set  down  on  the  back. 
Wilcox  No.  80. — Table  of  Dues  not  properly  filled  out,  seal  hardly 
legible. 
Fbikkdship  No.  83. — Date  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out ;  no  seal. 
Ebophotic  No.   84.  —  Initials  and  abbreviations  ;  amounts  in  the 
table  of  Fees  put  in  the  wrong  place  ;  seal  one-sided. 

Meridian  No.  88. — Becapitulation  improperly  filled  up,  table  of 
Dnes  not  filled  up. 

PBATTVTLiiE  No.   89. — Becapitulatiou  not  filled  up  with  figures ; 
initials  used. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

THOMAS  P.  WHITBY, 
L.  B.  HANNA, 
WM.  L.  JOHNSON, 
W.  K.  McCONNELL, 

Committee. 

Brother  Daniel  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  made  report,  and  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in,     (See  Appendix.) 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  Chairman  of  the  Select 
Committe  to  which  was  referred  the  matter  of  a  Ma- 
sonic Home  and  College,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  Proceedings,  and  its  consideration  deferred 
nntil  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

MASONIC  HOME  AND  COLLEGE. 

To  ifie  M.    W.  Grand  Master ,  Officers,  and  Meinbers  of 

Oie  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  hxst  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  whom  was  referred  the  various  resolutions  touching  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Masonic  Home  in  Alabama,  haye  carefully  con- 
sidered the  same  and  have  used  such  diligence  as  its  importance 
demands. 

Your  committee  have  been  able  to  devise  no  plan  for  recommenda- 
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tion,  for  your  committee  believe  that  to  insure  sncceBS  in  so  great  an 
enterprise,  will  require  the  united  and  persistent  effort  of  all  the 
Lodges  and  Masons  in  Alabama.  This  your  committee  do  not  believe 
can  ever  be  accomplished  if  left  to  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
either  Lodges  or  Masons.  To  accomplish  the  end  in  view  your  com- 
mittee think  that  an  association  should  be  chartered  by  the  legislature, 
providing  for  the  Grand  Master  as  one  of  the  directors,  and  entitling 
such  Lodges  as  may  pay  a  given  sum  to  proper  representation  therein. 
Such  would  properly  have  to  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  brethren  learned  in  the  law,  which  your  committee  re- 
commend. 

Your  committee  also  think  that  a  fixed  annual  amount  should  be 
raised  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  this  end  they  recommend  that  the 
committee  on  Jurisprudence  be  required  to  prepare  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  whereby  each  Lodge  may  be  taxed  per  capita,  in 
such  sum  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Your  committee  further  recommend  that  the  committee  on  Juris- 
prudence also  prepare  and  submit  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  further 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  requiring  each 
Lodge  to  send  up  to  the  Grand  Lodge  annually,  with  its  other  returns 
one-third  of  the  amount  received  by  each  Lodge  for  conferring  the 
several  degrees. 

Y'our  committee  are  aware  that  these  recommendations  may  be 
esteemed  vexatious  delays,  but  in  a  matter  of  such  great  importance, 
and  also  so  much  desired  by  every  Mason  within  this  jurisdiction, 
every  step  taken  ought  to  bo  taken  with  care  and  jiroper  circumspec- 
tion. Too  many  of  such  undertakings  have  failed  because  of  too 
great  haste.  We  cannot  expect  much  to  result  in  our  day,  but  with 
proper  care  and  prudence  we  may  lay  the  foundation  for  a  Temple 
dedicated  to  charity,  which  will  shower  blessings  on  untold  genera- 
tions. 

Y'our  committee  pray  to  be  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  subject.  P.  J.  PILLAXS, 

JOS.  H.  JOHNSON, 
JAS.  A.  BILBRO. 
LOUIS  W.  TI>RPIN, 

Committee. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 
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REPORT  ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  the  M.    W.   Grand  Lodge  qf  Alabama: 

Tour  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  begs  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report : 

let.  As  to  a  question  submitted  by  Brother  James  B.  Cox,  which 
is  as  follows,  to-wit  : 

*^Is  a  wilful  violation  of  the  criminal  law  of  the  State,  on  the  part 
of  a  Master  Mason,  a  violation  of  his  masonic  obligation,  and  suffi- 
cient ground  for  his  expulsion  ?" 

Your  committee  would  answer  that  as  we  are  charged  by  our 
masonic  lectures  to  be  law-abiding  citizens,  that  a  violation  of  a  State 
criminal  law  is  unmasonic — but  as  to  whether  such  violation  would 
justify  the  extreme  penalty  of  expulsion,  your  committee  thinks  can 
only  be  determined  by  the  Lodge  in  each  case. — See  Art.  8,  Sec.  6, 
pp.  40-41. 

2d.  To  the  question — *'  Is  a  person  who  has  lost  his  second,  third, 
and  fourth  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  eligible  to  receive  the  first  three 
degrees  of  masonry  ?" 

Your  committee  would  answer,  yes,  notwithstanding  the  apparent 
stringency  of  the  old  regulations.  It  is  now  almost,  if  not  univer- 
sally, held,  that  if  a  person  can  perform  the  Ritual,  he  is  eligible  to 
receive  the  Degrees  m  Masonry." 

3d.  In  answer  to  the  following  question  :  **  The  W.  M.  of  Lodge 
A  having  appointed  a  committee  of  investigation  on  the  character  of 
a  candidate  for  Initiation,  did  at  the  next  communication  of  said 
Lodge,  in  the  absence  of  a  majority  of  said  committee,  put  in  two 
Bnbstitutes,  and  at  the  same  communication  receive  a  report  from 
said  committee,  and  proceed  to  Initiate  said  candidate — was  this  in 
accordance  with  masonic  law  and  usage  ?" 

Your  committee  would  state  that  in  their  opinion  it  ii>a8  iiot.  The 
Constitution  requires  that  all  petitions  for  membership  or  Initiation, 
shall  be  received  by  the  Lodge  at  a  regular  communication,  and  shall 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  three  Master 
Masons,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  investigate  the  character  and  stand- 
ing of  the  petitioner,  and  make  report  thereon,  in  writing,  at  its  next 
regular  communication. 

Certain  resolutions  offered  by  Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  of  Talla- 
dega Lodge,  having  been  referred  to  your  committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  formulate  an  edict  to  meet  the  requirements  of  said  resolu- 
tions, your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  : 

Rt8(Av€d  \st.  That  all  Masons  who  stand  suspended  for  N.  P.  D.  in 
Lodges,  the  charters  of  which  have  been  forfeited,  shall  be  restored 
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to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  dimitted  Masoiir,  upon  payment  to  the 
Grand  Secretary  of  the  sum  of  fifty  centn  per  annum  from  the  time 
they  ceased  to  pay  dues  to  their  several  Lodges. 

2d.     That  upon  such  payment  the  Grand  Secretary  is  instructed  to 
issue  a  certificiite  of  good  standing  to  each  applicant. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOSEPH  H.  JOHNSON, 

Chairman. 

BROTHEB  WnJJAM  B.   JACKSGN's  RESGLUTIGNS. 

In  regard  to  Brother  William  B.  Jackson's  resolu- 
tions as  to  districting  the  State  (see  p.  35,)  it  was  re- 
solved that  they  lay  over  for  consideration  until  the 
next  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Enoch  J.  Bell,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

DOINGS  OP  GRAND  GFFICERa 

To  the  M.   W,  fJraml  Lodge  of  AMjama: 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  of  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 

After  diligent  inquiry  we  feel  safe  in  making  the  following  report 
to  this  Gimnd  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  Masons.  That  the  Grand  Officers 
have  been  active,  earnest,  and  zealous,  in  every  good  work  pertain- 
ing to  the  interest  uf  the  craft  during  the  past  masonic  year.  That 
in  their  official  capacity  they  have  displayed  ability ;  and  in  their 
mond  character  they  are  unblemished  ;  and  that  the  Grand  Officers 
by  their  moral  worth,  as  well  as  their  <|ualifications  and  zeal,  have 
shown  that  they  were  weU  chosen  by  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

^riDDLETON  C.  MARTIN, 
ENOCH  J.  BELL, 
P.  I).  ROSS, 
JOSEPH  S.  SANDERS, 

Committee. 
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AS  TO  GRAND  LODGE  HALL. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
made  a  report  from  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
Grand  Lodge  Hall,  which  was  received,  and  the  Com- 
mittee was  ordered  to  be  continued,  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  was  added  thereto.  And  the  Committee  was 
clothed  with  power  to  aci 

Brother  Henry  N.  Bosser,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

4 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  7. 

ToiheM.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  RetuniB  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the  following — 

COBBECT  : 


Monnt  Pleasant No.  266 


Pea  River. 
Frankfort. 
Daviston . . 
Walker. . . 
Clinton. . . 


Gillespie— 2  years No.  290 


271    Norris 

275   Central  CMty 

283  I  CluttsvUle  . 

286  I  Warrenton . 

287  I  Holly  Grove 


301 
305 
319 
320 
323 


IMCOBRECT : 


BuTLEB  SpbinosNo.  270.— Table  o£  Dues  not  properly  filled  out^ 

A.  L.  not  filled  out. 
CunoN  No.  272. — Recapitulation  not  tilled  out  with  figures,  no 
date  to  reinntAtement. 

IiABKiN8viLL,B  No.  277. — Recapitulation  not  tilled  out  with  figures, 
Qodate  to  affiliations,  no  date  to  SuspeuHions  for  U.  M.  C. 

XoBTHEKN  No.  278. — One  newly-raised  not  on  the  list  of  members, 
table  of  Dues  not  properly  filled  out. 
Spkinoville  No.  280.— For  2  years,  date  A.  L.  not  tilled  out. 
Chableh  Baskebvillb  No.  281.— Table  of  dues  uot  filled  out,   no 
QQmber  to  lodge  at  the  bottom. 

GcoBOLaNA  No.  285. — No  date  to  Initiating  and  Passing  of  1  Raised, 
dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 
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FoBT  Depoait  No.  291. — Table  of  dnes  not  fillod  out,  no  date  to 
Beinfltated  and  Dimitted,  no  seal. 
JoNESBOBO  No.  315. — No  date  to  1  death. 

Viola  No.  324.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  heading  not  filled 
oat,  table  of  Daen  not  filled  oat. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

HENRY  N.  ROSSER, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Aiif^stus  F.  Evans,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Dispensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 

To  Qie  3/.  W,  Gmwl  IjOd*jf  of  AMjama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2  bog  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  buokH  and  papers  of — 

Fort  Puyne  Lodge  No.  437, 
Headland  Lodge  No.  438,  iind 
Mount  Vernon  Lodge  No.  430, 

and  find  them  neatly  and  correctly  kept,  with  some  slight  inaccnrncies 
in  thoHC  of  Headland  Lodge  No.  438  ;  and  at  the  request  of  these 
lodges,  they  recommend  that  their  Dispensations  be  continued  until 
the  next  annual  comuinnieation  of  the  (irand  Lodge. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

AU(;rsTUs  f.  evans. 

Chairman. 

Brother  Samuel  K.  McSpadden,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in : 

PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

To  (he  M.  W.  Ontml  lAnhjr  of  Ahihunn : 

The  Committee  on  Pro] >osit ions  and  (irievanres,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  proposition  to  sell  the  property  heretofore  owned  by  Tem- 
ple Lo«lge  No.  425  F.  tt  A.  M.  at  Marion,  and  which  property  has 
been  forfeited  to  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  have  had  the 


1883.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABA3IA.  47 

same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  reso- 
lutioD  and  ananimously  recommend  its  passage,  to-wit : 

R^sfdved,  That  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  accepts  the 
proposition  of  the  Tmstees  of  the  M.  E.  Church  South,  at  Marion, 
Ala. ;  and  upon  the  payment  to  the  Eight  Worshipful  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  this  M .  W .  Grand  Lodge,  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  by  said  Trustees,  the  M .  W.  Grand  Master  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  direct  the  said  Secretary  to  execute  and  deliver  a  convey- 
ance in  writing,  as  required  by  the  rules  of  the  statutes  of  Alabama, 
to  said  Trustees,  or  to  any  person  they  may  designate,  granting  and 
conveying  all  the  right,  title,  interest  and  claim  which  the  said  Tem- 
ple Lodge  No.  425  had,  in  and  to  the  lodge  room  and  upper  story  of 
the  M .  E.  Church  South,  at  Marion,  at  the  time  of  the  forfeiture  of 
its  charter,  and  all  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  which  may  have 
accrued  to  this  M.  W .  Grand  Lodge  by  reason  of  said  forfeiture,  or 
otherwise . 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

S.  K.  McSPADDEN, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Benjamin  F.  Pope,  offered  the  following,  and 
the  preamble  was  concurred  in  and  the  resolution 
adopted  : 

AS  TO  BEN  POPE  LODGE  No.  383. 

WhereaSf  The  members  of  Ben  Pope  Lodge  No.  383  have  unani- 
mously adopted  the  accompanying  resolution,  requesting  that  the 
Dispensation  and  Charter  of  said  lodge  be  revoked  by  the  Grand 
Lodge; 

Aiul  whereas.  The  membership  of  said  lodge  reside  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  several  subordinate  lodges  adjacent  thereto; 

And  whereas,  Said  lodge  has  made  full  Eeturns  and  paid  all  Dues  to 
the  Grand  Lodge; 

Therefore  he  U  Resolved,  That  the  request  of  said  lodge  be  granted  ; 
that  said  Charter  be  revoked,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  issue  cer- 
tificates to  the  members  of  said  lodge  as  prayed  for  in  said  resolution. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall  offered  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions,  and  the  former  was  concurred  in 
and  the  latter  adopted  : 
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AS  TO  INDIGENT  ORPHANS. 

WhereaSf  At  the  Annaai  Commnnicfttion  of  the  Grand  Lodp^e  in  the 
year  1848,  an  edict  was  passed  requiring  the  subordinate  lodges  nnder 
its  jarisdiction  to  pay  especial  attention  to  the  education  of  indigent 
orphans  of  deceased  Masons,  and — 

Whereas,  The  said  Edict  has  not  heretofore  received  the  attention 
that  its  importance  demands,  therefore — 

HesolL^edf  That  each  subordinate  Iwlge  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  shall,  from  this  date  forward,  pay  especial  attention  to 
the  education  of  indigent  ori)hans;  and  report  in  its  annual  Eetums 
to  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  names,  ages,  sex,  and  periods  of  time,  each 
orphan  has  been  continued  in  school  during  each  year. 

Resolved,  That  each  subordinate  lodge,  having  a  greater  number  of 
indigent  orphans  in  its  jurisdiction  than  it  can  educate,  shall  report 
the  focts  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  time  and  the  amount  expended, 
that  it  may  take  such  action  in  the  premises  as  may  be  deemed  ad- 
visable. 

Brother  Richard  E.  R.  Hicks,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  No.  4. 

To  Uie  M.  W.  Graml  lAxhje  of  AhOnima : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Ijoilges  No.  4  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them, 
and  find  the  following — 

COBIIECT  : 

Unity No.  l:W»   Nixburgh No.  154 

liV> 
158 
103 
166 

173 
178 


Shelby **  14<)   Eastaboga, 

Daleville "  144   Maysville 

Fraternity **  145   Fayetteville  Authentic 

Missouri **  14r>   Suuitor 

Rodgersville **  147   Mount  Hope 

Chambers **  14U   An<lrew  Jackson 

Bladon  Springs **  151   Desotovillo 

Mount  Jefferson **  152 


INCOBliECT  : 


Baldwin  No.  142 .  — Miwter's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  plaro. 
Cold  Water  No.  148.— Five  suspended  for  non-p;iyment  of  Daes, 
but  no  names  given,  dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 
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MoNBOEviLLE  No.  153. — Kecapitnlation  not  filled  up,  name  of  1 

affiliate  not  in  the  list  of  members,  therefore  dae  the  G.  L.  50  cents; 

table  of  Dnes  not  filled  out.  Master's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  places 

Penick  No.   161. — All  the  members,  except  officer«i,  set  down  as 

M.  G. 

Elba  No.  170. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  with  the  number  of 
members,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out. 
Fellowship  No.  172. — No  seal. 

Mount  Hilllabd  No.  180. — Initials  used,  table  of  Dues  not  filled 
out. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

RICHARD  E.  R.  HICKS, 
AMASA  L.  PALMER, 
JAMES  A.  BILBRO, 
EMMETT  F.  CROOK, 

Committee. 

Brother  Morgan  G.  Stoudenmier,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  No.  10. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodfje  of  xMabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  returns  submitted  to  them, 
and  find  the  following — 

COEBECT : 

Hilkboro No.  408   Shorterville No.  422 


Helena "  410 

Jamison **  411 

Amberson **  412 

Sulphur  Spring **  414 

Williamsburg— 2  years  ...  **  416 

Broomtown "  420 


Clanton "  423 

Daniel  Pratt "  426 

Belgreen **  428 

Milo  Abercrorabie **  429 

Andalusia **  434 


INCORRECT. 

Doric  No.  406. — The  name  of  1  affiliate  and  3  Raised  not  on  the 
list  of  members  -duo  the  G.  L.  2  dollars. 

North  Rivkb  No.  407.  -Abbreviations  used,  date  A.  L.  not  filled 
out,  name  of  lodge  at  tte  bottom  written  in  pencil. 

PoKDTowN  No.  409. — Abbreviations  used. 

High  Shoals  No.  413. — Abbreviations  used,  table  of  dues  improp- 
er) 
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erly  filled  out,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  rmt,  3  reiuHtatcd  uot  on  the  list  of 
members  -dne  the  Grand  Lodj^e  $1.50. 

Oak  Level  No.  415.     Rocnpitnlation  not  filled  out. 

Geouoe  Smith  No.  417.  -Ntfither  name,  number,  nor  dues,  in- 
dorsed on  the  back;  recapitulation  not  filled  out;  no  dates  to  alfilia- 
tions,  passin;^,  and  raisin<{s  ;  table  of  dues  not  filled  out;  name  of 
one  reinstated  not  on  the  list  of  members,  therefore  duo  the  Grtind 
Lodge  50  cents. 

Geob.ie  Wilson  No.  4'24.  —Table  of  dues  and  date  A.  L.  not  filled 
out. 

Aldektville  No.  430.  No  dates  to  initiating  and  passing  of  1  raised, 
the  name  of  one  affiliated  not  on  the  list  of  members  —due  the  G.  L. 
50  cents. 

Stkbl's  Station  No.  4!|2.— Table  of  dues  uot  properly  filled  out, 
dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

BnANcnviLLE  No.  433. — No  dues  indorsed  on  the  btick,  recapitula- 
tion not  filled  out,  returns  entirely  blank  except  a  list  of  names. 

Wabe  No.  435. — Fifteen  alliliates  but  no  names  given,  heading 
erroneiius. 

Fort  Payne  No.  437.-  -Heading  erroneous. 

Headland  No.  438. — Heading  erroneous. 

Mount  Vkkxos  No.  43'.L  —Heading  erroneous. 

All  of  whicli  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MOKGAN  G  STOUDENMIEK, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  offered  the  following  pre- 
amble ami  resolutions,  and  the  former  was  concurred 
in  and  the  latter  adopted : 

AS  TO   DANVILLE   LODGE   NO.   95. 

Whereas,  The  charter  of  Danville  Lodge  No.  95  has  been  forfeited, 
and  before  said  forfeiture  a  number  of  its  members  had  been  sus- 
pended for  N.  P.  D.,  and — 

Whebeas,  The  members  so  suspended  are  desirous  of  being  rein- 
Btate<l  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masoiirv,  and  now  live  near 
Falkville  Lodge  No.  305,  to  wliich  L-Mlgr  they  wish  to  apply  for  alhl- 
iatioii,  tln*r«-for«r.  be  it- 

lirsohMflf  That  the  brethren  above  alluded  to,  be  reinstatetl  to  the 
rights  of  Dimitted  Masons,  and  that  the  Grand  Secretary  be  in- 
structed to  givu  them  em*h  a  certificate  to  that  eilect :  I'linuilcil,  That, 
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▼ithin  sixty  days  from  this  date,  they  shall  pay  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary a  sum  equal  to  fifty  cents  per  annum  from  the  time  they  ceased 
paying  dues  to  said  Danville  Lodge  No.  95. 

ON  LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  S.  Foster,  from  the  Committee  on 
Leave  of  Absence,  made  repdrt,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in. 

INSTALLATION  OP  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  P.  G.  M.,  installed 
the  newly  elected  and  appointed  Grand  Officers,  who 
were  presented  by  the  Grand  Marshal,  Brother  George 
Frederic  Moore. 

The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 

Master  as  the  appointed  Grand  Officers  and  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,   AND  APPEALS. 

William  Yates  Titcomb Cokerville. 

William  B.  Jackson McKinley. 

John  M.  Clark Mount  Hope. 

John  W.  Pnrifoy Snow  Hill. 

John  DeLoach Monroeville. 

MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Montgomery. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery, 

George  Dashiell  Norris,  M.  D New  Market 
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WOBK. 

James  M.  Brandidge Decatur. 

Robert  J.  Redden Moscow. 

Angus  M.  Scott Ozark. 

William  Wallace  McOolltim Selma. 

James  Andrew  Bilbro Tnskegee^ 

JOKUTES  READ. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  before 
the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Annual  Communica- 
tion the  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R  W.  and  Kev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother  Wil^ 
liam  Carey  Bledsoe,  the  Sixty-third  Annual  Grand 
Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and 
its  Masonic  Jurisdiction  was  closed  in  Due  and  Ancient 
form,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  gavel  fell  at  10 
o'clock  and  52  minutes. 

DANIEL  SAYEE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  SECRETAEY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


M.  W.  Gband  Lodob  of  AiiAbama, 

In  Accovmi  with  DANIEL  8AYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 

1882.  OB. 

Dec.     4.    By  Dnes  at  this  Grand  GommnnicatioD.  $3,693  00 

6.         CohIi  received  for  Charters 70  00 

Albertville  No.  433 

Andalusia  No.  434 

By  amoont  of  Contingent  Fund 900  00 

1883.  LODGE  DUES. 

Jan.      24.  By  Dnes  from  Vernon  No.  389 $  28  00 

26.  "  "  Ch's  BaskerviUe  No.  281  23  60 

Feb.        1.  "  "  Ashland  No.  356 9  00 

2.  "  "  Marengo  No.  28 5  00 

22.  «*  "  Warrenton  No.  320. . .  13  00 

March    23.  "  "  Courtland  No.  37 11  00 

24.  «'  **  Larkinsville  No.  277..          9  00 

May       14.  "  "  Daniel  Pratt  No.  426. .  12  00 

June        9.  **  **  Crop  well  No.  247 7  50 

13.  **  "  Missouri  No.  146 7  60 

July       30.  "  **  Chambers  No.  149....  2100—     146  50 

1883  DispsysATioNs. 

Fel).  5  27.  By  Ware  Lodge  No.  435 35  00 

July       23.        Motes  No.  436 35  00 

Sept.      10.        Fort  Payne  No.  437 35  00 

18.        Headland  No.  438 35  00 

24.        Mount  Vernon  No.  439 35  00—     175  00 

Dec.        1.        Cash  for  Certificates 101  00 

1.  «•      «*  Constitutions  and  Digests  40  00 

$5,125  50 
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By  amount  brought  oyer $5,125  50 

1882.  DB. 

Deo.       16.    To  cash  paid  Grand  Treasnrer $3,693  00 

cash  paid  Grand  Treasnrer 70  00 

1883. 

To  postage 79  50 

Gas 27  20 

CJoal 13  00 

Water 5  00 

Joel  White,  paper 8  05 

Otto  Stoelker,  dock 8  00 

Dave  Engelhardt 2  50 

Express 1  75 

W.  D.  Brown  A  Co 424  25 

Ang.   Ohlander,  chairs 23  20 

Simon  Kahn 88 

Joseph  H.  May,  book-case 12  00 

Negro  labor 21  99 

paid  Grand  Treasnrer 735  18— $5,125  50 

MoKTooxxBT,  December  3, 1883. 

DANIEL  SAYBE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GEAND  TEEASUEER'S  ANNUAL  REPOET. 


William  H.  Dinglxt,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  toUh  the  0BA2W  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1882  DB. 

Deo.    4.    To  balance $  73  02 

16.  Beceiyed  from  Grand  Secretary 3,693  00 

"  "         "  "       ....  70  00 

1883 

Deo.     1.  ««  "         '•  "       . . . .  736  18--$4,571 20 

1882  •€«. 

Deo.    6.    By  Ck>m.  on  Work,  M.  J.  Greene.  .18  33  00 

Grand  Chaplain U  25  00 

Com.  on  Work,  A.  M.  Scott. .  ..15  40  00 

Com.  on  Correspondence 16  200  00 

Com.  on  Work,  B.  J.  Bedden.  .17  60  00 

7.  Com.  on  Work,  J.  A.  Wood 18  27  00 

Com.  on  Work,  J.  M.  Bnindidge.l9  70  00 

Grand  Steward 20  76  50 

Com.  on  Appeals, W.T.Titoomb.21  25  00 

11.  Grand  Tiler 22  100  00 

23.  Junior  Grand  Steward 23  50  00 

Bent 24  800  00 

Contingent  Fund 25  90000 

Grand  Secretary 26      1,000  00 

Grand  Treasurer 27  150  00 

Permanent  Trust  Fund 175  00 

Balance 839  70-$4,571  20 

Ho2nxK)MXBT,  Ala.,  Dec.  3,  1883. 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PERMA- 
NENT TRUST  FUND. 


Tbustkes  of  the  Pebmamsnt  Tbust  Fu!n), 

In  accourU  tcUh  the  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1882  DB. 

Dec.    4.    To  balance $141  15 

Interest  on  $2,600  Ala.  State  Bonds. . .     78  00 
Interest  on  $1,000  U.  S.  Beg.  4)  pr.  ct. .     45  00 

Interest  on  $3,900  U.  S.  4  pr.  ct 156  00 

Interest  on  $1 ,200  U.  S.  4  pr.  ct.  Conpon    48  00— $643  15 
Beceived  from  Grand  Treasurer 175  00 

1883  CB. 

Oct.    4 .     By  paid  for  Ala.  State  Bond,  Class  A,  $500.  $410  00 

Balance 233  15— $643  15 


PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  THE  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

$5,100  in  U.  S.  4  per  ct.  Bonds— present  value.  .$6,247  50 
1,000  in  U.  S.  4^  per  ct.  Bonds— present  value. .  1,140  00 

3,100  in  Alabama  Class  A 2,542  00-$  9,929  50 

Cash  on  hand 233  15 

Total $  10,162  65 

Fraternally  submitted. 

DANIEL  SAYBE, 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Trustees. 
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EEPORT  ON  FINANCE. 


To  (he  M.   W.   Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
carefnlly  eiuimined  the  financial  reports  of  theB.  W.  Grand  Secretary, 
and  the  B.  W.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correct. 

From  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find  that  he  receiyed 
at  yonr  last  Annnal  Gommnnication — 

For  dues $3,693  00 

Since  that  time  he  has  received  the  following  amounts  : 

For  charters  (to  go  to  Trust  Fund) %     70  00 

For  Dispensations  (to  Trust  Fund) 176  00—     246  00 

Contingent  Fund  appropriated  at  last  communi- 
cation    900  00 

For  Lodge  Dues 146  60 

For  Certificates 101  00 

For  sale  of  Constitutions  and  Digests  (to  go  to 
Trust  Fund) 40  00 

Making  a  total  of $    6,126  60 

Which  has  been  paid  out  as  follows  : 

To  Grand  Treasurer 4,498  18 

Paid  out  for  contingent  expenses  during  the  year 

as  per  proper  vouchers  submitted  to  us 627  32 —  6,126  60 

The  B.  W.  Grand  Treasurer  had  on  hand  at  your 

last  communication 73  02 

Heceived  from  Grand  Secretary  since  that  time .  4,498  18 

Making  a  total  of 4,571  20 

Of  this  amount  he  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers  3,556  50 
Paid  to  Permanent  Trust  Fund  as  appropriated 
at  last  communication 175  00 

Making  amount  paid  out 3,731  60 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand $       839  70 
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Amonnt  bronght  forward $      839  70 

Add  estimated  receipts  from  Dnes  for  1883-4 4,000  00 

Back  Dnes,  say  (last  year  they  were  $146  50) 100  00 

Charters  and  Dispensations,  &c.,  (last  year  they 

were  $245  00) 200  00 

Making  estimated  receipts  amount  to 4,300  00 

And  a  total  of $    5,139  70 

Of  this  amount  your  Committee  recommend  the 
following  appropriations,  to  defray  current  ex- 
penses : 

Salary  ot  Grand  Secretary  for  last  year 1,000  00 

"  **       Treasurer  for  last  year 150  00 

**               **       Tiler  for  this  communication .. .        50  00 
"  ««       Stewards,  each  $25  00 50  00 

Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence 200  00 

Grand  Chaplain 25  00 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expul- 
sions, and  Appeals 25  00 

Bent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall  (or  so  much  of  this 
amount  as  may  be  required) 800  00 

Grand  Secretary  for  contingent  expenses 900  00 

Grand  Master  for  contingent  expenses 200  00 

Committee  on  Work,  about 200  00 

John  W.  Martin,  for  expenses  about  the  Grand 

Lodge 21  00 

Other  expenses  at  this  communication  about 25  00 

Permanent  Trust  Fund,  for  charters  to 
Andalusia  and  Albertville  Lodges $  70  00 

Five  Dispensations 175  00 

Sale  of  Constitutions  and  Digests 40  00 

Total $285  00 

Amount  due  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  as 
shown  by  your  proceedings  for  1881, 
page  67 681  77 

Making  total  appropriation  to  P.  T.  Fund  966  77 

Making  total  appropriations 4,612  77 

Leaving  estimated  balance  of $       526  03 


1883.]  APPENDIX.  (H 

PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Your  Committee  have  also  examined  the  annual  report  of  the  Tmi9- 
tees  of  joar  Permanent  Tmst  Fund,  by  which  they  find  thut  at  date 
of  last  report  they  had  an  nnexpended — 

Balance  of $141  15 

Interest  collected  daring  the  year 327  00 

fieceired  from  Grand  Treasurer,  as  appropriated  at 

yoor  last  commanication 175  00 

Making 9      643  15 

Of  this  amount  they  have  paid  for  one  Alabama 
Bond,  Class  "  A,"  par  value  $500 410  OO 

Leaving  balance  cash  on  hand $      233  15 

CONDITION  OF  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

U.  S.  4  per  cent.  Bonds,  par  valae  $5,100  -present  value.  .$  6,247  50 
U.  8.  4}  per  cent.  Bonds,  par  value  $1,000— present  value.  1,140  00 
Alabama  Bonds,  Class  **A,"  par  value  $3,100— present  val.      2,542  00 

Total  present  value  of  Bonds $    9,929  50 

Cash  on  hand  as  above 233  15 

Total  present  value  of  said  fund  as  per  Trustees  report. .  .$  10,162  65 
Add  to  this  interest  due  January  1st,  1884,  about 92  00 

Making $  10,254  65 

We  have  examined  the  above  Bonds  and  cash  and  find  them  as 
BUted. 

Yoor  Committee  would  further  report  that,  included  in  above 
Bonds  of  Trust  Fund,  are  $1,200  00  of  Ooujxm  4  per  cent.  U.  S.  Bonds 
tbt  would  sell  at  this  time  at  about  22  per  cent,  premium,  which,  if 
s<^d,  and  invested  in  Alabama  Bonds  of  Class  "A,"  which  can  be 
^^onght  DOW  at  about  82  per  cent,  would  greatly  increase  the  interest 
^lom  this  source,  while  the  security  for  payment  of  said  bonds  would 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  be  impaired  by  the  change. 
We  therefore  recoBimend  that  your  Trustees  be  authorized  to  make 
tlie  change  indicated  above. 

Your  Committee  would  further  recommend  that  all  Bonds  in  the 
wndaof  yonr  Trustees,  or  hereafter  purchased  by  them,  whether  U. 
8.  or  Alabama,  that  are  not  now  registered  in  the  name  of  the  Grand 
^ge  of  Alabama,  be  so  registered  by  said  Trustees,  they  paying  any 
expense  that  may  be  incurred  in  said  registration,  out  of  any  money 
in  their  hands. 
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Yonr  Committee  would  further  report  that  they  have  carefully  ex- 
amineil  the  Eight  Worshipful  (IruiiU  Treasurer's  roi>ort  of  coiitribu- 
lions  for  charitable  puri)oses  placed  in  his  hands  during  the  year, 
amounting  to  473  50,  and  find  it  correct. 

In  making  appropriationB  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  ^'ear,  your  Com- 
mittee have  been  governed  in  a  great  measure  by  former  appropria- 
tions, cutting  them  down  where  such  could  be  done  without  impair- 
ing existing  obligations  of  the  Grand  Lodge;  and  in  view  of  existing 
necessities  for  retrenchment,  we  recommend  that,  in  future  no  ap- 
propriation be  made  for  services  of  Grand  Stewards. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

DANIEL  SMITH, 

NICHOLAS  STALLWORTH, 

T.  J.  BREWER, 

LEWE  SESSIONS, 

THO^US  H.  AMBERSON, 

Committee. 


REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


BY  P.  J    PILLANS. 


M.  W.  drand  M*isier  and  BreUirm : 

We  have  labored  in  the  preparation  of  the  following  report  under 
grievous  affliction,  and  if  it  comes  not  up  to  your  expectations  we  in- 
voke your  charity,  for  during  all  the  time  we  were  traveling  hand  in 
^nd  with  the  great  destroyer,  and  when  we  had  emerged  from  the 
dark  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  our  eyes  were  dimmed  —we  could 
not  see,  and  our  head  and  brain  sore,  we  could  not  think.  Slowly 
for  months  we  watched  and  waited  the  gradual,  yet  rapid,  decay  of 
both  the  mental  and  physical  powers  of  her  who  had  for  more  than 
thirty-eight  years  been  our  solace  and  our  pleasure.  And  now, 
brethren,  when  you  shall  have  read  this  report  think  of  the  writer  as 
of  the  past,  and  be  charitable. 

ARIZONA. 

The  proceedings  of  this  new  sister  whom  we  were  so  happy  as  to 
Peet  at  our  last  Annual  Communication,  and  being  of  their  first  Com- 
mwiication,  are  before  us.  The  Grand  Lodge  convened  on  13th  No- 
vember, 1882,  with  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Ansel  Mellen  Bragg,  in  the 
^t,  all  the  lodges,  five  in  number,  being  represented. 

M^^nibership,  312;  gain  during  the  year,  38,  which  is  a  very  good 
showing. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Order  the  G.  M.,  in  his  address,  says  : 

It  is  peculiarly  gratifying  that  I  am  enabled  to  state  that  harmony 
^^  good  feeling  has  prevailed  among  the  different  Lodges  in  this 
jariHdiction  and  among  the  members  of  the  same.  That  I  find  their 
financial  condition  to  be  good,  and  such  has  boon  the  general  pros- 
penly  in  the  Order  during  my  stewardship.  I  have  no  decisions  to 
report,  showing  conclusively  the  wistlom  displayed  by  yourselves  ut 
the  lirHt  session  and  organizaition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the  adoj^tion 
of  onr  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  that  the  Masters  and  Wardens 
have  duly  studied  the  Constitution  and  decisions,  which  have  relieved 
me  of  the  performance  of  any  disagreeable  duties. 


64  APPENDIX. 

And  if  the  brethren  of  that  district  will  heed  the  following  senti- 
ments from  the  address,  our  youngest  sister  will  vet  become  the 
brightest  btar  in  the  grand  gallaxy  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  this 
country: 

Let  us  remember  the  sacred  ties  which  bind  us  together;  let  us 
Btrive  to  carry  out,  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  letter,  the  principles  and 
tenets  of  Masonry,  which  we  were  taught,  and  act  upon  them  as  a 
reality,  and  not  as  the  resemblance  of  a  thing  long  past. 

Let  us  carry  them  into  practice  in  our  daily  walks  through  life  ;  let 
'  us  watch  over  each  other  as  brethren,  admonishing  the  erring,  sus- 
taining the  faltering,  and,  both  by  act  and  counsel,  assist  one  another 
to  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  being  alive  to  the  cherished 
principles  of  our  beloved  Order  and  our  solemn  engagements:  closely 
watching  our  conduct,  both  in  public  and  private,  keeping  in  remem- 
brance the  fact  that  a  day  of  reckoning  cometh  when  ''as  we  have 
sown  so  shall  we  reap." 

The  bosiness  was  necessarily  purely  local  in  interest. 
Brother  John  Tabor  Alsop,  Grand  Master. 
Brother  George  J.  Boskruge,  Grand  Secretary. 

AKKANSAS. 

The  Forty-Third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  2Hth  November,  1882,  imder  the  direction  of 
M.jW.  Grand  Master,  George  £.  Dodge,  and  with  representatives  from 
210  subordinates  present.  There  arc  in  all  35*2  Lodges,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  10,189.  During  the  year  there  was  an  increase  of  163 
members. 

The  G.  Master  issued  during  the  year  dispensations  for  the  forma- 
tion of  14  new  Lodges.  After  enumerating  a  number  of  questions 
which  had  been  propounded  to  him,  and  which  ought  to  have  been 
decided  by  the  masters  of  the  several  Lodges,  ho  goes  on  to  say  with 
great  justice : 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  recapitulate  my  answers  to  such 
questions.  I  merely  cite  the  instances  above  mentioned  to  explain 
the  disproportir)n  between  the  number  of  inquiries  received  and  the 
number  of  decisions  reported  by  me  to  the  (irand  Lodge. 

It  may  bo  because  I  have  had  occ^tsion  so  often,  in  writing  my  re- 
ports on  Foreign  Correspondence,  to  wude  through  ])age  after  page  of 
the  decisions  (so-called)  of  G.  Masters  in  our  sister  jurisdictions  upon 
questions  already  decided,  that  I  do  not  take  kindly  to  tbe  average 
"decision."  There  is  no  harm  in  the  practice  except  that  it  incum- 
bers and  overl(»adH  the  Digest  of  Decisions. 

These  remarks  ajiply  not  rhietly  to  our  own  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
but  to  H  grijwing  iueouvenienco  that  is  being  foin])laiued  of  in  maiiv 
other  States. 

He  disapproves  of  the  joint  ocoupancy  of  halls  with  any  other 
organizations,  and  assigns  many  very  cogent  reasons  for  his  Wews. 


\m.]  APPENDIX.  05 

He  urges  the  Grand  Lodge  to  use  every  possible  means  to  continue 
St.  John's  College  to  a  snecessful  issuo,  and  states  that  **our  honor 
and  our  material  support  is  pledged  to  it."  Yet  the  Grand  Lodge 
adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

R*:Jt<^t'ejl,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  St.  John's  College  are  here- 
by authorized  and  directed  to  dispose  of  all  property  owned  by  this 
Grand  Lod^^e,  including  grounds,  buildings  and  attachments  pertiiin- 
ing  to  6t.  John's  College,  aad  all  other  property  owned  by  this  Grand 
Lodge  and  included  in  "Masonic  Addition  to  the  City  of  Little  Rock," 
on  the  best  and  most  favorable  terms  that  can  bo  obtained ;  and,  with 
the  proceeds  thereof,  purchase  a  lot  or  lots  in  the  business  portion  of 
the  city,  and  cause  to  be  erected  thereon  a  Masonic  Temple,  to  be 
owned  and  controlled  by  this  Grand  Body  as  St.  John's  College  prop- 
ertv  is  now. 

• 

This  has  been  the  fate  of  almost  all  efforts  in  this  direction  made 
by  Grand  Lodges.  Kentucky  has,  however,  displayed  enough  pluck, 
energy  and  determination  to  have  placed  her  venture  for  a  Masonic 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home  beyond  perad venture.  North  Carolina 
is  striving  nobly  in  the  same  direction,  and  California  has  perfected 
her  plan,  and  may  reasonably  be  expected  to  succeed.  Alabama  is 
moving  in  tlie  same  direction  and  may  her  efforts  not  meet  with  the 
fate  of  St.  John's  College. 

We  find  the  Grand  Lodge  sitting  as  a  court  for  the  trial  of  P.  Dist. 
Dej).  G.  Master,  R.  C.  Armstrong,  whom  they  expelled  from  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  masonry. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Law  and  Usage  are  greatly  averse  to 
Lodges  applying  for  relief  except  under  the  sanction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  Grand  Master. 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  Orator,  Bro.  W.  H.  II.  Clayton,  we 
take  the  following  extract : 

There  is  not  a  lesson  taught  by  Masonry;  there  is  not  a  sentence  in 
all  ils  ritualism;  there  is  not  a  symbol  in  all  its  symbolism,  but  tpaches 
the  important  lesson  that  man  should  curb  his  passions,  restrain  his 
desires,  and  cultivate  the  moral  virtues.  The  warfare  she  has  waged 
has  been  one  against  vice  and  immorality;  in  this  contest  she  takes 
no  half-way  ground.  Nor  does  she  permit  any  Philistine  Delilah  to 
dallj'  with  her  locks.  She  champions  all  the  moral  virtues.  She  sets 
up  no  partituilar  one  on  her  altar.  She  has  no  idol  in  her  sanctuary, 
but  frf)m  all  that  is  goc»d,  and  pure,  and  beautiful,  she  gathers  her 
material,  and  with  it  erects  a  magnificent  temple,  which  she  names 
Virtue,  in  its  sanctum  sanriornm.  Home  wjiits  around  the  altar,  the 
iuconso  of  brotherly  love  and  affection  there  burnetii  uight  and  day, 
the  sacrifice  of  mutual  forgiveness  and  forbearance  is  there  nffi-red 
up;  and  tbt  Spirit  of  Masonry,  in  its  searrb  for  wisdom,  ilics  tlirough 
the  wintlow-*,  and  from  the  vast  dj)inaiii  of  the  universe  j^Mthers  ma- 
terial for  hi  r  book  of  knowledge.  Soaring  to  the  skies  and  ambling 
among  the  planets,  she  gathers  the  glories  of  the  sun,  the  moon  and 
the  stars,    and  enfolds  them  in  the  comet's  fiery  tail;  descending  she 
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snatchefT  the  colon  of  the  bo^;  rioting  od  the  monntain  height,  she 
clips  a  sprig  of  acacia;  at  its  base  she  makes  friends  with  the  bee,  and 
from  its  rock-bosom  gathers  the  hidden  mysteries  of  Mother  Earth. 
From  the  forge  of  the  smith  she  takes  charcoal,  and  from  the  field  of 
the  farmer  reaps  a  sheaf  of  wheat,  which  she  hangs  over  the  Water- 
ford.  Delving  into  the  mechanics,  the  arts,  sciences  and  metaphys- 
ics, she  gleans  the  wisdom  of  them  all.  With  her  sword  she  cleaves 
open  the  breast  of  man,  to  view  his  naked  heart.  Then  paosing 
awhile  to  drop  a  tear  on  his  coffin,  she  takes  up  a  setting  manl  and 
a  spade,  which  lie  close  by,  and  with  tender  hands  plants  her  sprig  of 
acacia  at  the  head  of  his  grave.  Then  taking  a  Bible  from  an  altar, 
she  only  stops  to  chat  awhile  with  Old  Father  Time,  with  his  scythe 
and  hour-g^ass,  who  is  engrossed  in  unfolding  the  ringlets  of  a  vir- 
gin's hair,  as  she  stands  weeping  over  a  broken  colamn.  Then, 
amidst  the  strains  of  delicious  music,  she  returns,  and  Imngs  with 
her  a  well  woven  and  systematic  symbolism  by  which  she  teaches  the 
most  exalted  morality.  Extending  her  maternal  arms,  she  gathers 
her  children  to  her  bosom,  and  leads  them  to  her  altar,  where,  on 
bended  knee,  she  pledges  them  to  faithfnl  brotherhood,  and  binds 
them  together  \rith  cords  of  steel,  and  to  their  keeping  commits  the 
honor  and  integrity  of  the  Order,  demanding  all  tlie  while  that  her 
sacred  retreat  shall  not  be  polluted,  nor  her  fair  name  tarnished  by 
the  unhallowed  presence  of  the  vcious. 

We  have,  my  brothers,  committed  to  our  care  a  sacred  trust.  It  is 
ours  to  preserve  the  honor,  and  maintain  the  ancient  purity  of  the 
Order  ;  and  how  can  this  be  done  ?  Is  it  by  admitting  men  to  the 
bosom  of  the  Fraternity  who  live  and  breathe  in  a  moral  atmosphere 
of  vice?  Or  even  by  admitting  men  of  doubtful  character?  I  would 
always  give  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  in  favor  of  the  welfare  of  the 
Order,  and  refuse  to  admit  any  save  men  of  unblemished  character. 

Again.  **  Masonry  is  a  sensitive  plant,  but  touch  it  \rith  the  hand 
of  dishonor  and  it  withers  at  once.**    •     •     • 

It  is  like  a  lovely  woman  crowned  with  the  chaste  and  glorious 
diadem  of  her  virtue— a  happv  creature  of  beauty  ;  **  a  joy  forever  ;" 
'*  the  last,  best  gift  to  man  ;  but,  let  her  coronal  of  Wrtue  but  fall 
from  her  fair  brow,  and  she  becomes  at  once  a  blasted,  blighted  and 
withered  thing,  abhored  by  women  and  scorned  by  men. 

Masonry  is  a  giant,  but  the  huge  body  of  a  giant  may  be  weakened, 
and  his  strong  arm  paralyzed,  by  the  use  of  noxious  food.  Masour}*, 
in  parts  of  Arkansas,  I  fear,  is  being  badly  fed. 

The  oration  was  a  beautiful  one  inculcating  virtue  as  the  basis  of 
all  happiness  and  the  foundation  of  Masonic  success. 

While  the  (Irand  Lodge  with  near  (5000  in  its  treasury  ordered  the 
8«ile  of  theKt.  John's  College  property  it  adoptc-d  a  resolution  of  en- 
quiry into  the  **  expediency  of  inrrffishuj  Vie  amount  of  per  diem/' 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

Bro.  Logan  H.  Roots,  M.  W.  Clrand  Master. 

Bro.  Fay  Uempstead,  Grand  Secretarj'. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

We  haye  before  as  a  volame  of  some  600  pages  containing  the  pro* 
ceedinf^s  of  the  thirty-tiiird  annual  commnnication  of  tbe  Grand 
Lo<lge  of  California,  held  on  10th.  October,  1882,  nnder  the  8nper*> 
Tision  of  M.  W .  Clay  Webster  Taylor,  Grand  Master,  with  represen* 
tatives  from  77  chartered  Lodges  present.  This  jurisdiction  conprises 
163  Lodges  with  a  membership  of  12,881,  there  having  been  an  in- 
crease daring  the  year  of  471. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  having  arrested  the  charter  of  a  Lodge 
for  violation  of  the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  sabseiiuent  con- 
tumacy. 

We  commend  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  Grand  Seo- 
retary,  Abell,  to  the  thoughtful  consideration  of  the  Masters  and 
Secretaries  of  the  various  Lodges  of  Alabama,  with  the  admonition 
"go  thou  and  do  likewise." 

Again  it  is  pleasant  to  be  enable  to  sa^',  as  has  been  said,  in  effect, 
during  some  twenty  years  past,  that,  for  the  fiscal  year  now  reported, 
the  annual  reports  of  all  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  have  been 
received,  and  that  all  their  dues  have  been  paid  in  full.  There  had 
been,  of  course,  as  there  must  necessarily  always  be,  much  corres^ 
pondence  relative  to  many  reports,  which,  at  their  first  presentation, 
exhibited  errors  requiring  correction.  All  those  have  been  corrected, 
and  thus  the  history  and  sirUiis  of  every  Mason  borne  upon  the  rolls 
of  all  the  Lodges  of  our  jurisdiction  is  plainly  and  correcrly  of  record 
in  the  files  of  this  office*  No  Lodge  owes  a  dollar  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  add  that  the  reports  were  transmitted  this  year 
with  a  promptitude  greater  even  than  ever  before. 

The  grand  Leturer  says  : 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  instances,  hereafter  to  be  alluded  to, 
the  Lodges  in  our  jurisdiction  are  progressing  prosperously  and  har- 
moniously. Uniformity  in  the  Ritual  is  generally  preserved,  and  the 
ofiicers  have  been  more  than  usually  desirous  to  acquire  proficiency 
in  the  work. 

« 

And  of  the  many  qtuui  secret  societies  as  they  are  termed  by  one 
of  the  inspectors  in  his  report,  the  same  reporter  says  : 

It  is  true  that  the  tendency  of  the  period  is  to  the  organization  of 
HO  called  **  fraternal  societies,'*  principally  upon  a  life  insurance  basi8> 
but,  while  these  may  for  a  time  attract  attention  by  their  novelty, 
there  is  no  danger  that  they  ^ill  every  permanently  affect  the  growth, 
progress,  or  interest,  of  Masonry. 

This  jurisdiction  is  divided  into  various  "inspection  districts," 
over  which  the  Grand  Master  appoints  an  inspector,  whose  duty  it  is 
to  visit  each  Lodge  in  his  district  once  each  yetur,  and  report  to  the 
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Grand  Master  and  Grand  Lecturer  the  condition  of  tho  Lod{:;e  as  to 
every  thing  pertaining  to  its  biisineHH  ;  its  books,  how  koi)t  :  its 
financial  condition  ;  the  qualification  of  it«  officers  Ac,  A'c.  Before 
a  master  eloct  can  be  installed  he  mast  hold  the  certificate  of  the  in- 
spector as  to  his  qnalilications.  With  this  knowled<^e  wo  are  not 
snrprised  at  the  rapid  growth  of  Masonry  there,  nor  that  very  many 
thonsands  of  dollars  are  yearly  expended  by  their  relief  associations 
in  the  noble  and  truly  masonic  work  of  charity.  The  profane  seeing 
their  good  works  feel  that  it  is  good  to  be  of  them.  **  By  their  fruits 
shall  yr  know  them.'* 

In  relation  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  in  arresting  the  char- 
ter of  the  Lodge  afore  mentioned,  the  committee  on  the  address 
report  entire  endorsement  and  the  Grand  Lodge  approve,  and  in  so 
doing  the  committee  lay  down  certain  indisputable  propositions  as 
follows.  Indeed,  those  laws  are  best  which  are  most  rigidly  adminis- 
tered. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  all  infringements  of  Ma- 
sonic Law  should  be  dealt  with  peremptorily.  If  minor  infractions 
of  that  law  go  unnoticed  it  will  lead  eventually  to  gross  virtlations, 
and  soon  all  will  be  discord  and  confusion.  The  dignity  of  Mascmry 
should  be  preserved  in  all  particulars,  and  it  is  dithcult  to  compre- 
hend how  the  Grand  Master,  with  this  essential  in  view,  could  have 
acted  otherwise  in  the  premises. 

The  i)roceedings  contain  the  usual  but  truly  chxiuont  and  original 
oration  of  (mr  Rev.  and  W.  Bro.  Thos.  H.  B.  Anderson,  D.  D.  We 
extract  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  application  of  the  (4raud 
Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  for  recognition  for  the  enlightenment  of 
our  brethren  ;  for,  although  recognition  has  been  accorded  to  it  by 
our  Grand  Lodge,  yet  we  cannot  help  the  thought  that  this  action  was 
hasty,  and  not  in  harmony  with  our  relations  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
England  and  Scotland.     This  is  our  individual  opinion. 

5th.  Because,  while  the  Lodges  under  the  English  Constitution 
have  not  as  yet  given  in  their  allegance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
South  Wales,  it  is  solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  Distiict 
Grand  Master  of  the  English  Constitution  hero  has  fnohibited  them 
from  so  doing  under  the  pemdty  of  suspension  and  expulsion  : 

<>th.  Because,  i)rior  to  .the  erection  of  theGrund  Lodg<'  of  New 
South  Wales,  this  territory  was  Masonically  niioeirupird,  and,  as  the 
erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  elfectcHl  by 
thirteen  Masonic  Lodges,  and  every  Lodge  in  th(j  territory  ha«l  due 
and  timely  notice,  and  every  step  was  taken  in  a  just  iiwl  lawful  mau- 
n«r,  tin-  .ri'i'tion  i-f  tlm  (irMud  Lod^:*-  of  New  South  W.ih. •<  was  lawful 
and  consi'.|uently  it  is  intith'd  to  refi».^iiirion. 

I  chiim.  <in  brli.ilt  of  tlie  (irand  Lodj^i*  ol  N.  w  s,.:-,tli  W.il-'..  Ili.it 
the  only  i>oints  on  which  your  Most  Worshipful  i>oly  cm  decitle 
are 
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1st.  That  prior  to  its  erection  this  territory  was  neutral  and  un- 
occupied :  and 

2d.  That  since  the  erection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales  it  is  the  only  body  entitled  to  sovereignty  in  tnis  territory. 

This  letter  of  the  Grand  Master  does  not  state  the  claim  of  juris- 
diction on  the  part  of  bis  Grand  Lodge  as  broadly  as  we  understood 
it  to  bo  in  fact,  nor  as  broadly  as  it  was  stated  by  him  in  his  address 
made  immediately  after  his  first  installation.  That  claim,  as  we  un- 
derstand it,  is,  that  the  New  Grand  Lodge,  upon  its  establishment, 
was  entitled  to  and  had  absolute  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  the 
territory  of  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  and  over  all  Masonic 
Lodges  and  Masons  within  that  territory  ;  that  all  Lodges  previously 
established  by  other  Grand  Bodies  therein  must  surrender  their  old 
charters  or  warrants  and  take  out  new  ones  from  it ;  and  that  no 
other  Grand  Lodge  could  lawfully  grant  a  charter  or  dispensation  for 
a  new  Lodge  there,  or  maintain  the  Lodges  previously  estabhshed  by 
it  there,  even  if  they  should  desire  to  retain  their  charters  and  con- 
tinue their  allegianco. 

In  the  United  States  the  rule  is  well  settled  that  a  Grand  Lodge 
may  be  formed  in  every  State  and  in  every  Territory  organized  by  the 
general  government,  whenever  three  or  more  chartered  Lodges  estab- 
lished there  unite  in  its  formation  ;  and  that,  when  estabhshed,  its 
jurisdiction  is  exclusive,  and  all  Lodges  previously  established,  though 
not  participating  in  its  formation,  must  forthwith  surrender  their 
old  charters  and  receive  new  ones  from  the  new  Grand  Lodge.  Here, 
we  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  a  State  or  Territory  as  having  abso- 
lute control,  within  its  territorial  jurisdiction,  of  the  first  three  de- 
grees of  Masonrj'  by  whatever  rite  they  may  be  conferred.  But  we 
do  not  understand  that  this  rule  has  beea  settled  or  recognized  else- 
where, or  that  it  has  become  a  general  law  of  Masonry.  In  Germany 
there  are  several  Grand  Lodges  exercising  concurrent  jurisdiction. 
In  France  there  is  a  Grand  Orient  practicing  what  is  known  as  the 
French  Kite,  and  a  Supreme  Council  practicing  the  Scottish  Rite, 
and  these  exercise  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  the  republic  and  its  de- 
pendencies In  Hungary  there  is  a  Supreme  Council  and  a  Grand 
Lodge  exorcising  concurrent  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  have  steadily 
refused  to  recognize  the  rule,  and,  whenever  a  Grand  Lod^jehas  been 
established  in  any  Province  in  the  British  Empire  where  these  Grand 
Lodges  or  either  of  them  had  previously  established  Lodges,  they 
have  refused  to  acknowledge  the  newly  established  Grand  Lodge  ex- 
cept upon  condition  that  their  subordinate  Lodges  should  be  allowed 
to  maintain  their  allegiance  and  continue  their  work  under  their  old 
charters  without  interference  so  long  as  they  should  desire  so  to  do. 
It  was  so  in  the  case  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  and  in  the  cases 
of  the  other  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Provinces  of  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada. The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  still  maintains  Lodges  in  the 
Province  of  OnUirio  and  in  the  Province  of  Quebec.  The  Grand 
Lodgo  of  Canada  finally  assented  to  the  condition  and  was  recognized . 
Th^  TTraU'l  fjfnV^o  of  Quebec  refused  to  assent,  and  the  Grand  Lodgo 
of  Eii<^Iaiid  has  thus  fur  retused  to  recognize  it.  The  (iraud  Lodgo 
of  Scotland  gave  a  recoj^nition  which,  however,  was  soon  revoked 
because,  immediately  upon  its  being  given,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Que- 
bec insisted  that  by  the  act  of  recognition  it  surrendered  its  right  to 
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maintain  the  Lodge  Elgin,  in  Montreal,  which  had  continned  and 
desired  to  continue  its  allegiance  to  the  mother  Grand  Lodge.  It  is 
not  at  all  probable  therefore  that  either  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England 
or  Scotland  will  recede  from  the  position  which  they  have  so  long 
maintained  in  respect  to  their  right  to  maintain  the  Lodges  estab- 
lished by  them  in  the  colony  of  New  Sonth  Wales  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment there  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Sonth  Wales.  The  role 
is  one  of  modern  origin,  was  unknown  to  the  ancient  constitntionsy 
is  fully  recognized  by  all  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
claimed  by  ah  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  ;  but  it  is  not  claimed  or  recog- 
nized elsewhere,  so  far  as  your  committee  know.  We  have  found  it  a 
convenient  and  wholesome  rule,  and  for  us  and  our  territory  it  has 
become  the  law  ;  yet,  recognizing  as  we  do  the  fact  that  this  law  is 
local  and  not  universal,  we  cannot  insist  upon  its  adoption  or  observ- 
ance except  in  our  own  country. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  exclusive  over 
England  and  Wales,  that  of  Scotland  exclusive  over  Scotland,  and 
that  of  Ireland  over  Ireland  ;  but  over  every  other  portion  of  the 
British  Dominions  these  three  Grand  Lodges  have  claiuied  and  exer- 
cised a  concurrent  juri8<liction,  each  establishing  L(Klges  and  District 
or  Provincial  Grand  Lodges  at  its  pleasure ;  and  they  have  always 
insisted  on  the  right  to  maintain  and  control  such  Lodges  so  long  as 
the  country  in  which  they  were  established  continued  its  allegiance 
to  the  British  Government. 

Prior  to  1855  these  Grand  Lodges  had  established  more  than  sixty 
Lodges  in  the  two  Provinces  of  Canada.  In  October  of  that  year 
forty-one  of  those  Lodges  met  in  convention,  without  the  consent  or 
permission  of  the  Grand  Lodges  to  which  they  owed  allegiance,  and 
formed  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada.  That  was  an  act  of  rebellion, 
though  justified,  as  was  thought  by  the  Masons  who  participated  in 
it,  by  the  great  grievances  and  wrongs  to  which  they  had  been  sub- 
jected. The  new  Grand  Lodge  asserted  absolute  dominion  over  all 
the  Canadas,  and  asked  recognition  and  support  in  the  enforcement 
of  that  claim.  In  1856  the  circular  of  that  Grand  Lodge  was  referred 
in  this  Grand  Lodge  to  a  special  committee  of  which  Past  Crrand 
Master  Curtis  was  the  chairman,  who,  on  behalf  of  his  committee,  pre- 
sented an  able  report  reviei^ing  the  claims  and  rights  of  the  parties, 
and  concluding  with  the  recommendation,  which  was  adopted,  that 
no  action  be  taken  by  our  Grand  Lodge. 

In  1857  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Upper  Canada  renounced 
its  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  formed  the  "An- 
cient Gnmd  Lodge  of  Canatla."  The  next  year,  185H,  the  **  Ancient 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada "  united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada. 
In  185i*  a  compromise  was  effecte<l  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Lodges  at  that  time  holding  charters  from  the  Gmnd  Lodges  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  should  be  allowed  to  coutiiine  their  work  and  their 
allegiance  so  long  as  they  should  desire  to  do  so.  Upon  the  consum- 
mation of  that  agreement  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  was  recognized 
by  the  Gnind  Lodge  of  England. 

This  Grand  Lodge  declined  to  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada 
until  it  had  been  recognized  by  the  mother  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  was 
not  till  1858  that  recognition  was  extended  to  it.  The  same  rule  was 
followed  in  case  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Manitoba  and  Prince  Edward 
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IfllaDd  in  1875.  In  the  caae  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  however, 
this  Grand  Lodge  unwisely,  as  the  maiority  of  this  committee  then 
thooght,  disregarded  the  role  which  it  had  previously  and  has  since 
observed  with  regard  to  this  question.  That  Grand  Lodge  has 
refused  to  accept  recognition  upon  the  same  terms  as  were  agreed 
upon  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  and  has  not  yet  been  recog- 
nized by  either  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  or  of  Ireland. 

These  Grand  Lodges  seem  to  us  to  have  acted  liberally  as  well  as 
jusUy  towards  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  con- 
senting, as  they  did,  that  so  many  of  their  subordinates  as  should  de- 
sire it  might  transfer  their  allegiance  to  the  newly  established  Grand 
Lodge,  but  insisting  upon  protecting  such  of  them  as  should  desire 
to  continue  in  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  from  which  they  had 
reeeivcd  their  charters.  We  presume  that  tnoee  Grand  Lodges  would 
now  cheerfully  assent  to  a  like  arrangement  wit  h  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  South  Wales,  and,  as  we  look  at  the  matter,  that  is  all  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  ought  to  expect  or  ask.  It  is  now 
i  prosperous  Grand  Lodge.  At  the  date  of  the  last  report  before 
lis,  June,  1881,  the  number  of  Lodges  upon  its  register  was  twenty- 
eight,  and  it  had  very  nearly  perfected  arrangements  for  the  con- 
tfuction  in  the  city  of  Sydney  of  a  Biasonic  Temple  to  cost  not  less 
than  $100,000.  The  Biasons  of  its  obedience  are  evidently  most  zeal- 
ous and  generous  in  the  good  work  before  them  to  do,  and  we  trust 
that  it  vrUl,  as  wp  think  it  may  within  the  coming  year,  effect  a  com- 
promise with  the  mother  Grand  Lodges  which  shall  be  alike  honora- 
ble and  satisfactory  to  it  and  them.  Whenever  that  shall  be  effected 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  will  be  most  happy  to  give  to  the  new 
Grand  Lodge  a  formal  recognition  and  most  conlial  welcome.  Your 
oommittee  recommend  that  no  action  in  the  matter  be  taken  at  this 

time. 

Brother  Clay  Webster  Taylor,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Alex.  G.  Abell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  William  H.  Hill  made  the  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
foreign  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  we  find  Alabama  for  1881  receiv- 
^  very  full  notice.  This  report  covers  138  closely  printed  pages. 
'^  was  his  thirteenth  and  his  last.  From  it  we  learn  much  of  for- 
^  Grand  Lodges  whose  proceedings  never  reach  ns,  but  we  have 
already  exceeded  our  limit.  We  then  bid  our  brother  a  reluctant 
^evell  and  wish  that  his  days  may  be  long  in  the  land  of  the  living, 
uid  Mb  paths  be  paths  of  peace. 

COLORADO. 

"Hie  Twenty-second  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  Septem- 
^lOth,  1882,  with  Brother  Robert  A.  Quilliau,  Grand  Master,  pre- 
fflding,  and  representatives  from  35  Lodges. 

I^e  total  number  of  Lodges  chartered  is  43  ;  membership,  2,4G2  ; 
gain  during  the  year,  327. 

'Hie  Grand  Master's  address  pertains  only  to  matters  of  local  in- 
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terest  in  a  straight  forward  manly  style,  and  his  decisions^  accord 
with  (jur  own. 

Tbo  finances  of  the  Grand  fjodge  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Fraternal  greeting  and  a  cordial  woIc9me  was  extended  to  the  young 
Gnmd  Lodge  of  Arizona. 

Five  Lodges  were  chtirtered  at  this  communication. 

Frank  Church,  Grand  Master. 

Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Lawrence  N.  Greenleaf  made  the  report  on  Correspond- 
ence, and  among  the  proceedings  reviewed  we  find  those  of  Alabama 
for  1881,  which  he  treats  fnitermUly.  We  find  that  ho  no  more  ap- 
proves the  decision  of  our  Grand  Master  Tompkins  than  we  oursolf 
did  when  sitting  with  the  committee  on  jurisprudence.  It  is  as 
follows  : 

The  Secretary  of  a  lodge  should  not  receive  from  a  member  who  is 
indebted  to  the  lodge  for  two  years'  duos,  without  the  consent  of  the 
lodge,  a  portion  of  his  dues  ;  and  a  Icxlge  should  seldom  if  ever  con- 
sent to  such  a  payment  :  to  do  so  would  be  to  encounige  members  in 
Biilf ering  their  dues  to  be  in  arrears  ;  but  there  may  ))e  exceptional 
cases,  in  which  the  lodge  would  be  justified  in  consenting  to  such 
payments. 

Too  much  finance  and  too  httle  charity  are  embodied  in  the  above. 

BRITISH  COLUMBL\. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Eleventh  Annual  Com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  far  off  British  Columbia,  Gnind 
Master  C.  M.  Chambers,  presiding,  with  representatives  from  5  sub- 
ordinates. 

There  arc  7  Lodges  with  a  membership  of  295 ;  loss  during  the 
year,  0. 

The  (irand  blaster,  however,  sees  a  brighter  day  da^\•ning  for  the 
Craft,  as  the  countn'  is  now  being  put  into  communication  with  the 
outer  world  by  railroads,  the  great  improver  and  civilizer.  Our 
brethren  there  are,  however,  zealous  and  active  in  their  charities, 
which  is  the  grand  object  of  Masonry. 

.\t  tliia  communication  many  motions  were  made  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Lodges,  and  if  the  following  which  wo  extract  had  been 
adopted  and  the  brethren  had  been  found  willing  to  act  on  them,  the 
Lodges  in  that  country  would  have  bec(mie  the  bri«4ht«*st  in  tlu*  world; 
but  we  fear  the  measures  would  have  proved  mill-stones  about  the 
necks  of  the  Lodi^es  rather  than  advautage<»u.H.  Th»\v  were  rejected 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

No  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Deacon  in  a  Subordinate 
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Lodge,  until  be  is  competent  to  confer  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree. 

No  brother  sliall  be  eligible  to  bo  a  Warden  until  he  has  served  a 
t«rm  as  Deacon,  and  able  to  confer  the  Entered  Apprentice  and 
•Fellow  Craft  Degrees. 

No  brother  shall  be  eligible  for  Worshipful  Master  until  he  has 
served  a  tenn  as  Warden,  and  able  to  confer  the  Entered  Apprentice, 
Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason  Degrees,  and  deliver  all  the  lectures  ; 
except  in  case  of  new  Lodges,  or  by  special  dispensation  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master. 

Examinations  as  to  proficiency  are  to  bo  held  in  the  presence  of  a 
Board  of  Past  Masters,  appointed  by  the  respective  Lodges,  previous 
to  the  annual  election. 

Page  84,  after  Section  13,  add  the  following  new  section  : 

No  brother  raised  to  the  Third  Degree  shall  be  allowed  to  exercise 
the  privileges  of  a  Master  Mason,  nor  will  he  be  considered  or  per- 
mitted to  be  a  member  of  his  Lodge  until  he  has  proved,  by  examina- 
tion in  open  Lodge,  his  proficiency  in  the  «legree.  ^ 

The  Committee  made  a  short  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
such  proceedings  as  had  come  to  hand,  but  we  do  not  find  ours 
among  them. 

Henry  Brown,  Grand  l^Iaster. 

Edgar  Crow  Baker,  Grand  Secretary. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Ninety-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  17th  January,  1883,  under  the  supervision  of  James  Mc- 
Cormick,  Grand  Master,  with  representatives  from  111  Lodges,  there 
being  only  112  within  the  jurisdiction.  Total  membership,  14,739  ; 
gain  during  the  year,  202. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form,  and  the  following 
hymn  written  for  the  occasion  by  Brother  J.  H.  Beale,  was  sung  : 

God's  bright  eternal  stars  have  kept 
Their  faithful  watch  to  guard  our  feet  ; 

His  loving  eye  hath  never  slept 
Till  here  in  peace  we  meet. 

The  circling  months  have  filled  the  vear 
With  countless  blessings  as  they  died, 

While  once  again  the  craft  appear 
By  his  great  love  and  wisdom  led. 

With  joy  we  gather  'round  our  shrine 

To  pledge  each  sacred  vow  anew  ; 
And  hail  the  hght  that  e'er  will  shine. 

Whoso  breaking  cloud-rifts  show  the  blue. 

Then  as  our  suns  move  to  the  west 

May  all  who  meet  together  here, 
With  honor  pass  the  final  tost 

And  there  as  living  stones  appear. 
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The  condition  of  the  several  Lodges  is  good,  bat  the  Grand  Master 
thinks  it  is  an  error  to  increase  the  number  of  Lodges,  thereby 
diminishing  the  jurisdiction  and  thus  providing  two  or  three  more 
weak  Lodges  in  lieu  of  one  strong  and  vigorous  one. 

Our  brethren  in  Connecticut  have  for  some  years  been  making  an 
effort  to  establish  a  large  masonic  charity  fund,  trusting,  however, 
entirely  to  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  brethren.  As  an  effort 
in  the  same  direction  is  being  made  by  our  Grand  Lodge,  we  copy  a 
large  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  this  subject.  There  are 
over  8,000  affiliated  Masons  in  Alabama.  If  $100,000  would  accom- 
plish the  object,  and  this  was  to  be  raised  in  five  years,  this  would 
require  the  paymant  each  year  by  each  member  of  only  $2.50.  Can- 
not  each  Lodge  be  induced  to  pay  for  each  member  his  quota  and 
collect  from  each  one  ? 

An  analysis  of  this  report  will  bring  to  light  some  interesting  and 
rather  surprising  facts. 

Your  commissioners  felt  assured,  that  their  letter  of  instruction  to 
the  several  Worshipful  Masters  in  the  jurisdiction  was  so  explicit,  that 
mistiULe  as  to  the  manner  of  procedure  was  impossible.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  in  18  lodges  only,  has  the  plan  proposed  been  carried  out, 
and  the  amount  contributed  by  them  $1,020.02.  The  number  of 
brethren  contributing  this  amount  is  41^,  an  average  of  $2.35  each. 
An  equal  offering  from  each  affiliated  mason  in  the  jurisdiction  would 
place  to  the  credit  of  the  "Home"  fund,  the  very  creditable  sum  of 
nearly  or  quite  $35,000.  Again,  the  aggregate  membership  of  these 
lodges  is  2,182,  the  amount  contributed  $1,020.00,  an  average  of  20 
cents  each.  A  like  offering  from  each  affiliated  mason  in  the  juris- 
diction would  realize  for  tne  **Uome'  $2,922.40.  Does  any  brother 
presume  to  question  the  ability  of  each  and  every  affiliated  mason  in 
this  jurisdiction  to  contribute  for  this  object  such  an  amount  ?  The 
balance  of  the  amount  reported  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  has  been  do- 
nated by  31  lodges,  and  is  the  amount  received  from  their  several  an- 
nual collections,  taken  in  conformity  to  permanent  resolution  No.  42. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  resolution  was  repealed  at  the  last 
annual  communication  of  this  Grend  Body— and  yet  more  than  a  score 
of  the  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  seem  to  have  forgotten  the  fact. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  enquire  why  so  many  of  the 
lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  have  failed  to  respond  to  the  appeal  of  your 
commissioners,  and  in  fact  failed  to  extend  them  the  degree  of  re- 
spect due  a  commission  of  this  M.  W.  Grand  Body,  but  rather  to  be 
able  to  present  this  matter  of  charity  in  such  a  light  that  the  objec- 
tions urged  may  be  overcome. 

And  here  it  should  be  said,  that  during  the  year  your  commission- 
ers have  been  in  receipt  of  a  liberal  correspondence  the  tenor  of 
which,  in  substance  is,  that  when  a  more  definite  plan  of  action  is  an- 
nounced, a  cheerful  response  will  follow. 

Your  commissioners  having  investigated  to  some  extent  the  practi- 
cal charitable  work  being  done  in  other  jurisdictions,  are  free  to  ad- 
mit, that  their  views  as  to  the  most  judicious  course  to  follow  in  our 
own  jurisdiction,  have  been  to  a  considerable  extent  modified.     They 
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realize  the  fact,  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  aged  masons  in  the 
jorisdiction  of  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  who  are  not  being  cared  for 
as  they  sbonld  be. 

They  are  further  aware  that  individual  lodges,  in  some  instances, 
pleadJnability  to  respond  to  appeals  for  aid — because  of  sick  and 
needy  brethren  at  home— when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  do  not  care 
for  their  sick  and  needy  brethren  at  home  as  they  should. 

Your  oommiBBioners  assume  to  declare,  that  evexir  contributing  ma- 
ton,  in  case  of  disability  or  inability  to  pro  vide  for  himself  and  family 
the  needed  comforts  of  life,  has  the  right  not  only  to  expect,  bnt  to 
demand  the  necessary  assistance  from  his  lodge. 

Again,  in  the  event  of  failure  of  individutd  lodges  to  properly  care 
for  their  indigent  brethren,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  as- 
sume such  responsibility. 

The  tendency  of  the  present  day  among  all  benevolent  associa- 
tions, whether  secret  or  otherwise,  is  to  more  liberally  provide  for  Uie 
needy. 

Our  "Great  Light,"  which  must  ever  outshine  every  other  light, 
teaches  that  the  strong  must  help  the  weak — the  knowing  must  teach 
the  ignorant — the  hearing  must  listen  for  those  who  cannot  hear— and 
those  who  can  see,  must  lead  the  blind.  Shall  masons  not  lead  the 
van  in  the  progress  toward  a  more  extended  charity? 

Preliminary  to  suggesting  a  more  definite  plan  of  action,  your  com- 
missioners deem  it  proper  to  present,  in  brief,  some  facts  that  shall 
impress  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
work  of  practical  charity  now  being  done  in  other  Grand  Lodge  juris- 
dictions. 

In  1842  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  founded  the  Boyal  Masonic 
Benevolent  Institution  for  Aged  Freemasons  and  Widows  of  Free- 
masons. Since  the  formation  of  the  institution,  531  brethren  and  304 
widows  of  Freemasons  have  been  elected  annuitants.  The  last  report 
from  this  institution  that  we  have  been  permitted  to  inspect,  shows 
that  in  round  numbers,  brethren  and  widows  of  brethren  received  for 
the  year  more  than  $50,000. 

The  Royal  Masonic  Institution  for  Boys  was  founded  in  1798 — 
though  not  in  practical  operation  as  an  independent  school  until  1857. 
The  total  number  of  boys  who  have  received  the  benefits  of  this  insti- 
tution since  its  foundation  is  1,494.  The  last  report  from  this  insti- 
tution shows  a  total  annual  expenditure  of  about  $50,000. 

The  Uoyol  Masonic  Institution  for  Girls  has  an  experience  but  little 
differing  from  that  of  the  Institution  for  Boys,  with  an  expenditure 
for  1881  of  about  $40,000. 

Nearly  or  quite  $150,000  then  is  annually  voluntarily  contributed  by 
the  freemasons  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
for  charitable  purposes  as  represented  by  these  three  institutions. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Bevolence  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada  at  its  last  communication,  shows  the  distribution  during  the 
year  of  nearly  $9,000— to  destitute  widows  and  orphans,  in  amounts 
vaiyingf  rom'  $2  to  $60  each . 

The  widows'  and  Orphans'  Home  of  Kentucky  was  incori)orated  in 
1867.  Since  its  incorporation  it  has  received  nearly  300  beneficiaries. 
The  total  disbursements  in  the  same  time  have  been  $316,600.  The 
expenses  for  the  last  year  were  $9,345.12.  This  accomplished  by  the 
15,000  masons  of  Kentucky. 

The  masons  of  North  Carolina  sustain  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum. 
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The  total  number  of  orphans  admitted  to  December  1,  1881,  was  6*28. 
The  number  now  bein^  carod  for  is  about  150. 

The  Grand  I^od^e  of  California  is  moving  in  the  direction  of  a 
Widows'  and  Orphans'  liomc. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire  the  same. 

So  then,  brethren  of  Connecticut,  the  tide  is  rising,  and  progressive 
masonry  demands  the  practice  of  our  teachings.  Your  commissioners 
recommend  the  immediate  organization  of  a  practical  charity,  and  re- 
spectfulty  submit  the  following  act  of  incorpomtion  : 

Section  1.  The  following  persons  (insert  directors'  names)  and 
their  successors  in  office,  being  the  board  of  directors  hereinafter  pro- 
vided for,  are  hereby  created  a  corponition,  under  the  laws  of  Con-' 
necticut,  by  the  name  and  style  of  **The  Miisonic  Charity  Fountlation 
Fund  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut,"  with  all  the  rights, 
pri>'ileges  and  liabilities  of  corporations  for  benevolent  and  charita- 
ble puri)Oses.  Such  corporation  shall  have  the  right  to  take  and  hold, 
by  purchase,  gift,  or  devise,  real  and  j)ersonal  estate  not  exceeding 

in  value  the  sum  of  thousand  dollars;  and  to  dispose  of  and 

convey  the  same  at  pleasure  for  the  puri>oses  for  which  this  coqwra- 
tion  is  created.  Such  corporation  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  masons  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
shall  make  a  report  to  said  Grand  Lodge  at  each  of  its  annual  com- 
munications. 

Sec.  2.  The  object  of  such  corporation  shall  bo  to  grant  annuities 
to  indigent  and  decayed  freemasons  and  their  widows,  and  providing 
an  asylum  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  orphans  of  de- 
ceased masons,  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  such  others  as  may 
be  placed  or  admitted  under  its  charge. 

Sec.  3.  The  affairs  of  said  cori)oration  shall  be  conducted  by  a 
board  of  eight  directors,  three  of  whom  shall  be  such  ejc-ftjflnio^  and 
five  be  elected  l)y  the  Grand  Lodge  of  masons  of  Connecticut.  The 
ti^tffii'AO  directors  shall  be  the  elective  grand  othcers  of  said  Grand 
Lodge,  to -wit  :  The  Grand  Master,  the  Grand  Treasurer,  and  the 
Grand  Secretary'.  The  other  directors  shall  be  chosen  at  such  time 
and  in  such  manner  lis  the  said  (irainl  Lodge  shiiU  direct.  Vacancies 
in  the  board  of  directors  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand  Lodge  shidl 
be  tilled  by  the  (irand  Ma.ster  until  the  next  annual  communication 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  (trand  Master,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  the  president,  and 
the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  shall  be  respectively  the 
Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  corporation.  The  board  of  directors 
may  appoint  a  superintendent  and  other  ne(;ess>iry  officers  of  the 
asylum,  and  prescribe  their  duties  and  \.\ut  salaries  t-o  be  paid  for 
their  services.  The  board  of  directors  shall  receive  no  salary  for 
their  services  tis  such,  but  their  necessary  traveling  expenses  may  be 
paid,  on  the  order  of  the  Gmnd  Master,  out  of  the  funds  provided 
for  stiid  home  or  asylum. 

Sk<:.  4.  The  board  of  <lirectors  may  adopt  such  by-laws  and  regu- 
lations, as  mav  be  lUM.'issary  for  the  goveininent  of  the  asylum  ;  and 
to  carry  out  tlie  purpose  of  granting  aniiuitii  s  :  and  a  iimjority  of 
their  number  shall  Ix;  a  •pinruin  tor  the  traiisaitioii  of  business. 

Sfa  .  r>.  TLe  fuinlh  tor  cjirryinj^  imU  th»;  purpijsi-  ot  granting  uuniii- 
ties,  and  for  the  supj»ort  of  said  usylum  hhull  be  d<jrived  from  the 
following  sources,  to-wit :  donations,  betjuests,  interest  on  any  en- 
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dowment  fnnd  that  may  be  created,  life  memberRhips  of  one  hnndred 
dollars  each,  clues  of  honorary  and  regular  members  who  may  con- 
tribnte  annually  such  smns  as  the  board  of  directors  may  determine, 
such  appropriations  as  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  masons  of  Con- 
necticut may  from  time  to  time  direct. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  shall  receive  and  disburse  all  such  money, 
which  shall  be  known  and  designated  as  the  **  Masonic  Charity 
Foundation  Fund. "  All  demands  against  such  corporation  or  asylum 
shall  be  audited  by  the  board  of  directors,"  and  paid  by  a  warrant  on 
the  Grand  Treasurer  drawn  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Sec.  6.  The  board  of  directors  may  make  such  regulations  as  to 
them  may  seem  proper  and  necessary  for  the  payment  of  annuities 
to  aged  and  indigent  masons  and  for  the  reception  of  indigent  widows 
and  orphans  of  deceased  freemasons  and  their  continuance  and  main- 
tainance  in  the  asylum  ;  and  also  for  the  reception  and  care  of  such 
widows  and  orphains  as  are  not  indigent,  upon  the  payment  of  such 
Bums  annually  as  they  may  determine.  They  shall  also  have  the 
power,  in  their  discretion  to  apprentice  or  bind  out  such  of  the  or- 
phans as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interest  of  the  children  or  the 
institution.  Parties  receiving  such  children  shall  report  semi- 
annually to  the  superintendent  of  the  Asylum  as  to  the  condition  or 
conduct  of  said  orphans. 

Seo.  7.  Until  such  time  as  a  suitable  building  may  be  erected  and 
finished  for  the  use  of  said  asylum,  the  board  of  directors  may  rent 
or  lease  such  building  or  buihlings  as  ma}'  be  necessary,  or  may  make 
finch  arrangements  as  to  them  may  seem  proper,  with  any  asylum  in 
the  State  for  the  care  and  support  of  the  widows  and  orphans  under 
their  care. 

Your  commissioners  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

BfsfAred,  That  the  Secretarv  of  each  and  every  subordinate  lodge 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  M.  \V.  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut  bo  and 
they  are  hereby  required  to  furnish  the  Grand  Secretarj',  a  list  of  the 
number  of  aged  and  indigent  masons,  and  also  the  number  of  needy 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  masons  living  within  their  respective 
jurisdictions  ;  said  information  to  be  furnished  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  April  next. 

In  conclusion  your  commissioners  desire  to  sincerely  thank  the 
brethren  of  the  jurisdiction  who  have  cordially  co-operated  with  them 
in  the  effort  during  the  past  year  to  raise  funds  for,  and  created  a 
deeper  interest  in  this  noble  charity. 

Fred.  H.  Waldron,  Grand  Master. 

Jos.  K.  Wbeeler,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wheeler  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
among  other  proceedings  those  of  Alabama  for  1881.  He  pays  a  fit- 
tinj^  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  lamentcrd  brother,  James  Hervoy 
Joiner,  whose  noble  worth  he  fully  recognizes. 

He  tliinkK  with  us  that  the  paymont  to  roimsontiitives  for  attond- 
hUce  is  not  necissary,  and  boiwts  tliut  ('oniK-cticiU  (l«»..s  not  pay,  yet 
is  our  Grand  Lodge  **as  well  roprt'sonted  as  any  other."  His  boast 
is  Well  founded  when  we  see  only  one  missing  out  of  her  112. 
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DAKOTA. 

We  have  before  as  the  proceedings  of  the  Ninth  Annual  Gommnni' 
cation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory,  held  on  12th  June,  1883. 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Oscar  S.  Gifford,  presided,  with  representatives 
from  15  Lodges  present. 

In  this  jurisdiction  there  are  50  Lodges  with  a  membership  of  1,533, 
the  increase  daring  the  year  being  480. 

The  Lodges  in  this  ragged  and  sparsely  populated  Territory  set  a 
glorious  example  to  many  of  our  older  jurisdictions.  See  what  the 
Grand  Master  says  : 

This  Grand  Annual  Commnnication  meetH  under  the  most  favora- 
ble auspices.  The  condition  of  the  craft  in  this  jurisdiction  is  pros- 
perous to  a  high  degree,  the  teachin|;s  of  the  Order  are  fully  appre- 
dated,  and  its  growth  and  prospentv  is  keeping  pace  with  the  re- 
markable and  almost  unparalleled  aevelopment  of  the  Territory, 
and  I  am  informed  by  the  M.  W.  (irand  Secretary  that  every  Lodge 
within  the  jurisdiction  has  made  proper  reports,  as  required  by  our 
regulations.  This  certainly  reflects  credit  upon  those  who  have  in 
charge  the  Lodge  affairs. 

Eighteen  new  Lodges  were  chartered  at  this  commnnication. 

Brother  Gifford  was  again  elected  Grand  Master,  and'  Brother 
Ghas.  T.  McCoy,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wm.  Blatt  made  the  report  on  Correi^ondence,  beginning 
it  with  the  quotation  **  Ex  quovis  I'ujno  nonJU  MecnriuSj**  which  he^- 
geniously  translates,  **  Neither  is  every  man  destined  to  be  a  writer.*' 
Though  this  is  a  very  liberal  construction  and  may  really  be  a 
truism,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  determine  whether  he  intended  it  shbuld 
be  applied  to  the  translator,  or  whether  we  should  take  it  as  his 
enunciation  of  a  rule  (to  which  doubtless  there  may  be  exceptions) 
the  result  of  his  examintion  of  the  reports  of  others. 

In  reviewing  our's  for  1882  he  pays  a  deserved  tribute  to  our 
lamented  Brother  Beers,  and  kindly  pats  us  on  the  back  by  way  of 
encourageiuent.  Well,  we  know  we  need  all  we  can  get,  but  we  think 
we  have  been  too  wise  to  expose  any  weak  points  to  the  lances  of  the 
many  of  the  Craft  militant.  These  reports  must  of  necessity  be  long 
and  expensive,  for  this  reason  we  have  endeavored  in  the  reviews 
thus  far  made  to  give  our  brethren  a  synopsis  of  the  acts  and  opin- 
ions of  others  rather  than  our  own. 

We  close  Dakota  with  its  Reporter's  conclusion  : 

With  sincere  regret  we  close  our  report.  The  proceedings  have 
proved  a  constant  flow  of  light,  and  like  that  of  the  sun,  warms  and 
expands.  Masonic  light  and  information  expands  the  soul,  and 
warms  the  affections  of  our  fellow  man.     To  aid  as  far  as  our  abihty 
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permits  in  the  dififnsion  of  thi9  light  is  our  only  object.  Thcr  con^ 
■cionsness  of  being  a  motor  in  its  attainment,  onr  sole  reward.  If 
oar  labor  will  but  bring  the  dosired  result^  we  shall  be  more  than  re- 
paid for  our  labor.  We  trust  that  we  have  in  our  report  offended 
none.  It  is  true  that  we  have  faults,  and  are  likewise  prone  to  error. 
But  as  they  are  those  of  the  head  and  not  the  heart,  we  bespeak  at 
the  hands  of  the  Craft  the  broadest  of  Masonic  charity. 
With  Home  misgivings,  but  yet  a  light  heart,  we  say  adien^ 

DELAWABE. 

Little  Delaware  comes  forward  with  the  proceedings  of  its  Seventy^ 
sixth  Annnal  Ck)mmunioation  under  the  BQi>ervision  of  M«  W.  Grand 
Master,  Joseph  W.  H.  Watson,  with  representatives  from  21  Lodges, 
being  the  entire  number  composing  the  jurisdiction.  Theruiembership 
18  1,356,  there  having  been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  15. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  order,  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

Masonry  in  Delaware  appears  to  be  in  a  strong  and  healthy  condi- 
tion, building  slowly  with  good  and  valuable  material  that  will  make 
our  structure  not  only  firtn  and  substantial,  but  one  to  whose  beauty 
and  symmetry  we  can  point  with  just  pride.  I  find  much  of  the  old 
matenal,  which  has  been  a  hindrance  to  our  prosperity  in  the  past, 
is  being  gradually  and  prudently  removed,  and  with  the  continued 
prosperi^  of  our  country  our  future  looks  very  bright. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  resolution  authorizing  Lodges  in 
neighboring  jurisdictions  to  confer  the  degrees  on  citizens  of  Dela^ 
ware,  provide<l  the  candidate's  residence  is  nearer  the  foreign  Lodge 
than  one  in  Delaware  ;  and,  provided  farther,  that  the  foreign  Grand 
Lodge  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  Lodge  is,  shall  extend  the  same 
courtesy  to  the  Lodges  of  Delaware. 

Brother  Jno.  F.  Saulsbury,  was  made  Grund  Master,  and  Brother 
Wm.  Q.  Hayes,  Grand  Seccetary. 

Brother  0.  C.  King  made  a  report  as  Chairman  of  the  Carrespond-- 
ence  Committee  for  the  Committee,  furnishing  it  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary after  the  closing  of  Grand  Lodge,  but  as  the  same  had  not  beea 
approved  by  the  Committee,  it  was  not  published. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  seventy-second  annnal  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  November  8,  1882  ;  M.  W.  Brother  Noble  D.  Lamer, 
Grand  Master,  presiding,  all  the  Lodges  being  represented.  Within 
this  jurisdiction  are  2,876  enrolled  members,  there  having  been  a  gain 
of  71. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  that  only  one  ballot  should  be 
taken  for  Uie  three  degrees,  and  in  pressing  his  views  used  the  fol- 
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lowing  language,  which  we  give  in  full  as,  doubtless,  this  matter  may 
ere  long  be  brought  to  your  attention,  there  is  such  a  desire  for  con- 
stant change  imbuing  the  minds  of  our  brethren  : 

THE  ONE-BALLOT  BULE  BECOMMENDED. 

I  now  desire  to  bring  to  your  attention  a  subject  which   has  been 
claiming  the  attention  of  many  of  us  in  this  jurisdiction  for  a  year  or 
two  past,  and  one  which  I  think  should  be  brought  before  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  its  consideration,  and  I  trust  favorable  action  by  it  on  the 
question.     The  rule  has  been  for  many  years  in  this  jurisdiction  that 
when  an  application  for  the  degrees  is  received  by  our  Lodges,  an 
application  must  be  made  for  each  degree  and  a  ballot  taken  on  each. 
This  rule,  I  think,  is   wrong  in  principle,  and  calculated  to  work,  in 
many  instances,  an  injustice  to  the  applicant.     After  giving  this  sub- 
ieot  careful  consideration,  I  have  been  led  to  change  the  views  I  have 
hitherto  held  in  relation  to  it,  and  I  am  fully  connnced  that  it  is  my 
duty  to  lay  the  matter  before  you  and  recommend  that  Section  9  of 
Artiele  XX  of  our  Constitution  be  so  changed  as  to   require  but  one 
ballot  for  all  of  the  degrees.     If  the   Grand  Lodge  decides  to  so 
amend  its  constitution,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  another  provision 
by  which  a  separate  ballot  can  be  had  on  an  a})plication  for  advance- 
ment, if  called  for  by  a  brother  of  the  Lodge,  and  the  reasons  given 
for  so  doing  are  good  and  sufficient  in  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of 
the  brethren  present.     I  hold  to  the  opinion,  that  when  we  receive  a 
petition  for  the  degrees  and  pass  the  application  to  a  ballot,  and  it 
results  in  the  election  of  the  upplicant,  and  the   first  degree  is  con- 
ferred, we  are  not  dealing  fairly  with  the  brother  when  we   compel 
him  to  again  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  ballot  before  we  permit  him  to 
advance  to  another  degree.     "When  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  has 
been  elected  and  has  received  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree  his  re- 
lations to  us  are  changed  from  that  moment.     He  is  no  longer  what 
we  term  a  profance,  but  has  taken  upon   himself  the  character  of  a 
Mason,  in  part,  and  is  entitled  to  be  recognized  by  us  as  a  brother, 
and,  therefore  entitled  to  more  consideration  at  our  hands  than  he 
was  before  being  entered.     Now,  if  such  be  the  fact  as  to  his  relation 
to  us,  (and  I  presume  ever^' member  of  the(irand  Lodge  "will  coincide 
with  me  in  that  view,)  I  submit  to  you,  in  all  fairness,  is  it  right  that 
he  should  be  kept  in  the  same  position  as  to  the  remaining   degrees 
as  he  was  to  the  Eutert'd  Apprentice  Degree  before  he  was  elected? 
Is  it  right  to  place  him  m  a  position  where  he  can  be  prevented  from 
advancing,  for  the  only  reason,  perchance,  that  some  brother  may 
vent  a  personal  spite  on  the  applicant  by  casting  a  single  black  ball 
against  him,  and  thereby  placing  him  in  a  position  really  worse  than 
that  of  a  rejected  petition  for  the  Ent<'r(Ml  Apprentice  Degnv?     Hav- 
ing partly  entered  your  i)ortuls  and  been  rec<»gnized  by  you  as  a 
brother,  he  is  entitled  to  your  protection,  and  should  be  allowed  the 
privilege  of  meeting  any  accusations  (hat  nmy  ln'  made  against  him 
for  the  ])urpose  of  i)rt'ventin«^  his  pro<(r<'<liTi.^  further  and  receiving 
all  tlif  lii^ht  in  Mas<>n!\  that    \*>\i   li;iVr   t«»    ••ojijmuniiMte,  and    which 
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you  1  av«' to  a  ctrt.'^:-  <\t-:ir  i<i<>ii:is,  <!  ;.,  .•.>j:i:i;iniciit<' by  receiving 
his  ajjplication.  ^l.  'i  ca><^  of  ijj.  rii.Hi  u.-.  1  hav..-  alluded  to,  yon 
know,  brethren,  ha\(^  •>ccurrod,  and  inanv  a  worthy  brother  has  thus 
been  prevented  from  advancing.     A  brother  should  not  be  phwied  in 
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a  position  that  will  subject  him  to  such  action,  but  it  should  be  so 
arranged  that  he  may  have  the  benefit  of  an  investigation  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  cuarges  brought  to  prevent  his  advancement  and 
the  judgment  of  his  brethren  thereon.  If  a  brother  can  present 
good  and  sufficient  reasons  to  his  Lodge  why  a  brother  who  wishes  to 
advance  should  not,  then  I  am  sure  there  is  no  Lodge  in  this  juris* 
diction  that  would  not  unite  with  the  objecting  brother  and  prevent 
his  advancement. 

And  on  this  subject  we  copy  from  the  report  on  correspondence  : 

On  the  subject  of  balloting  for  degrees,  he  says  :  '^The  custom 
quite  generally  prevails  among  the  Lodges  of  requiring  a  ballot  upon 
appUcation  for  each  of  the  degrees.  It  has  seemed  to  us  that  this 
is  unjust.  After  a  man  has  become  an  Entered  Apprentice,  he  is  a 
Mason,  vested  with  certain  of  the  rights  of  Masonrv,  and  does  not 
bear  to  the  second  and  third  degrees  anything  hke  the  same  relation 
which  he  previously  bore  to  the  first,  which  required  a  ballot  to  over- 
come. After  he  has  been  an  Entered  Apprentice  one  month,  the 
only  requirement  which  the  Lodge  or  any  member  may  make  upon 
him,  if  he  applies  for  the  second  degree,  is  that  he  shall  estabhsh  his 
proficiency  in  the  first.  This  is  a  matter  for  demonstration,  and  not 
a  matter  to  be  determined  by  secret  ballot  of  the  brethren.  The 
same  logic  applies  also  to  advancement  to  the  degree  of  Ma^er  Mason. 
We  woiUd,  therefore,  suggest  the  adoption  of  a  by4aw  doing  away 
with  balloting  for  application  for  advancement." 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  law  requiring  one  ballot  only  for  all 
three  degrees. 

This  old  custom  is  gradually  being  restored  in  most  of  the  Grand 
Lodges. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized  and  fraternally 
greeted. 

Past  Grand  Masters  J.  Mills  Browne,  of  California,  and  John  W. 
Simons,  of  New  York,  being  on  a  visit  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  deUvered 
Very  handsome  addresses. 

Brother  Edward  H.  Chamberlain,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Wm.  R.  Singleton,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence.     Alabama  for  1881, 

finds  a  place  therein.    In  reference  to  the  ruhng  of  Grand  Master 

Tompkins,  that  a  Secretary  should  not  receive  from   a  member  who 

is  indebted  to  a  Lodge  for  two  years'  dues,  without  the  consent  of  the 

Lodge,  a  portion  of  his  dues,  and  a  Lodge  should  seldom,  if  ever, 

consent  to  such  a  payment,"  we  find  him  using  the  following  lan- 

piage  : 

We  fail  to  appreciate  that  feeling,  which  would  deny  to  a  member 
of  a  Lodge  the  privilege  of  paying  any  portion  of  his  indebtedness, 
however  small,  that  he  might,  according  to  his  means  and  necessities, 
diucharge  his  obligations.  Where  is  that  charity,  Heaven-bom, 
which  would  deny  this  privilege  to  a  needy  brother  ?  And  who  can 
know  what  may  be  the  exact  financial  condition  of  a  brother  who 


NoTB.— O.  Bf.  Tompkins^  decision  was  right,  as  would  plainly  appear  if  Bro. 
PiUans  liad  given  the  reason  for  it.— Gkand  Sec. 

(tt) 
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may  thns  wisli  to  relieve  himRelf  from  a  part  of  his  burden  ?  We  do 
not  fear  that  sach  indulgence  will  beget  a  disposition  to  neglect  the 
payment  of  duos. 

Our  opinion  is  that  our  Secretaries  are  more  often  chargeable  with 
the  non-payment  by  their  neglect  in  presenting  bills  to  the  member- 
ship. If  every  Lodge  would  make  provision  in  its  by-laws  for  the 
annual  presentation  of  bills  to  all  the  members,  and  let  the  Lodge 
once  get  its  members  square  on  the  books,  by  a  persistent  effort  an- 
nually, thereafter  we  should  not  have  so  much  complaint  of  non- 
payment of  dues,  dropping  from  the  rolls,  and  unafliliation. 

These  views  accord  with  those  of  the  committee  oxx  Jurisprudence, 
but  the  Grand  Lodge  sustained  the  Grand  Master  notwithstanding 
the  seeming  harshness  of  the  decision. 

We  also  from  his  introduction  give  you  his  estimate  of  the  value  of 
these  reports  : 

The  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  charged  with  the  re- 
viewal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Bodies  referred  to  them,  have 
within  the  past  quarter  of  a  centurj*  gradually  become  critics  upon 
the  jurisprudence  of  Masonry.  They  have  become  a  power  in  the 
institution,  and  but  few  Grand  Lodges  have  had  the  temerity  to  dis- 
pense with  these  reports.  There  is  no  inconsidersble  portion  in  every 
jurisdiction,  however,  who  strenuously  oppose  the  publication  of 
these  reports,  considering  them  as  causing  useless  expenditure  and 
sometimes  creating  mischief  among  the  brethren.  From  our  own 
observation  of  the  effects  produced  by  these  reports,  we  are  certainly 
convinced  that  the  great  prosperity  of  the  craft  and  the  wonderful 
increase  in  the  numbers  and  elevation  of  the  stanchird  in  the  person- 
nel of  the  membership  all  over  the  world  are  mainly  due  to  the  ele- 
vated tone  of  these  reports,  in  the  discussions  growing  out  of  the 
various  questions  brought  under  review  in  the  several  reports  from 
time  to  time. 

*'  The  idea  of  Freemasonry  is  as  sublime  and  magnificent  as  it  is 
true  to  itself,  rooted  and  grounded  in  the  verj'  being  of  man."  Is 
this  true  ?  And  if  it  be  true,  how  is  it  possible  that  the  brethren  can 
be  made  aware  of  its  sublimity  and  magnificence  unless  they  have 
placed  within  their  reach,  in  the  cheapest  manner  possible,  the 
thoughts  and  philosophical  ideas  of  the  greatest  minds  of  the  fra- 
ternity, who  are  engaged  in  the  discussion  of  those  matters  which 
are  at  all  times  presented  for  our  decision  and  for  the  government  of 
our  institution  over  the  surface  of  the  habitable  globe  ?  Surely  no 
intelligent  Mason  can  for  a  moment  doubt  th<^  incalculable  value  of 
such  information  as  he  can  find  in  one  of  these  voluminous  reports 
upon  the  living  issues  of  Masonic  subjects. 

FLORIDA. 

The  fifty-fourth  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
State  was  held  on  the  16th  day  of  January.  1«S3,  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  William  E.  Anderson,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  there  being  pres- 
ent representatives  from  60  Lodges.     There  are  72  Lodges  on  the  roll, 
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with  a  membership  of  1951,  there  having  been  an  increase  daring  the 
year  of  49. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  betokens  a  live  and  active  interest 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  order  in  that  jurisdiction,  and  we  take  the 
liberty  of  extracting  from  it  what  ho  says  about  the  introduction  of 
new  material.  We  do  this  because  our  brethren  cannot  be  too  fre- 
qnently  reminded  of  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  them  as 
members  and  as  workmen  who  have  the  selection  of  the  material  of 
which  our  moral  edifice  is  in  the  future  to  be  composed  : 

First,  Brethren,  in  regard  to  the  material  which  we  receive  into  our 
Lodges.  Is  there  one  among  you  who  cannot  recall  petitions  in  con- 
nection with  which  he  does  not  now  repent  that  he  did  not  use  the 
black  ball?  Are  there  not  members  in  every  Lodge,  who,  if  they 
were  now  knocking  at  the  door,  would  be  refused  admittance?  Free- 
masonry is  increasing  in  numbers,  but  is  it  increasing  in  intelligence, 
in  moral  worth  and  reputation  as  rapidly  ?  Brethren,  an  honest  and 
thoughtful  answer  to  these  questions  will  bring  home  to  us  a  realiza- 
tion of  the  evil  to  which  I  refer.  What  lesson  should  we  learn  when 
we  contemplate  the  great  army  of  demitted  and  unaffiliated  Masons, 
of  suspended  and  expelled  Masons,  and  of  impostors,  who,  having 
been  received  into  Masonry  through  some  carelessly  tiled  door,  make 
nse  of  their  membership  only  to  prey  upon  the  fraternity  ?  Brethren, 
the  lesson  is  this,  that  we  should  scrutinize  our  material  more  closely, 
not  be  content  with  mere  negative  character,  but  require  real,  active 
worth  in  our  candidates,  and  above  all,  let  each  Mason  feel  that  he 
individually  stands  in  the  position  of  a  Tiler,  to  keep  out  of  the 
Lodge  all  the  unworthy,  and  that  it  is  a  responsibility  which  he  can- 
not shirk  or  transfer.  Suppose  that  we  had  an  opportunity  of  se- 
lecting from  among  our  Masonic  friends  a  number  of  the'  best,  of 
spotless  record  and  earnest  zeal,  and  were  to  unite  them  into  one 
Lodge.  What  a  model  Liodge  it  would  be  ;  what  a  pleasure  it  would 
be  to  attend  its  meetings  ;  how  excellent  would  be  its  charities,  and 
how  high  its  reputation  in  the  world. 

Brethren,  take  that  ideal  Lodge  for  your  model.  You  may  never 
be  able  to  bring  your  own  Lodge  up  to  that  standard,  but  moke  it 
vour  constant  effort  to  do  so.  We  make  Masonry  too  common,  that 
18  the  great  danger  ahead  of  it.  If  it  ever  suffer  ship^ivTeck,  that  is 
the  rock  upon  which  it  will  go  to  pieces.  It  has  successfully  resisted 
all  external  enemies,  the  danger  lies  within  its  own  body. 

The  second  point,  brethren,  is  this.  I  do  not  think  that  we  prop- 
erly realize  our  obligations  toward  our  brethren,  in  watching  over 
their  moral  welfare,  and  endeavoring  to  restrain  them  when  they  go 
astray.  Each  one  of  us  should  be  his  brother's  keeper.  Our  regula- 
tions* and  the  spirit  of  our  institution  condemn  profanity,  intemper- 
ance dishonesty,  looseness  of  life,  and  every  breach  of  the  moral 
law. '  And  yet,  we  and  the  world  know  Masons  who  are  profane,  in- 
temperate and  immoral.  Those  who  see  a  brother  take  a  step  upon 
the  downward  road,  and  fail  to  raise  the  voice  of  friendly  warning 
and  restraint  fail  in  their  duty. 

He  who  admonishes  as  a  Mason  has  behind  him  a  mighty  moral  in- 
fluence, of  which  he  can  scarcely  estimate  the  weight.     The  Mason 
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who  moves  in  a  good  caose,  and  Btretches  ont  his  hand  to  stay  his 
brother  from  the  road  to  perdition,  arts  as  the  represeutative  of  the 
greatest  agency  for  good  tnat  human  hands  have  ever  framed.  Breth- 
ren, can  he  who  hides  this  talent  in  the  earth  be  held  blameless? 
ilany  an  unfortunate  who  has  drifted  from  the  path  of  rectitude, 
until  at  last  the  order  in  self-defense  has  expelled  him  from  its  body, 
might  have  been  saved  by  proper  efforts  at  first.  It  is  not  easy  for  a 
man  to  become  a  castaway  when  twenty,  thirty,  or  forty  friends  are 
on  the  alert  to  prevent  it  by  friendly  words  and  influence. 

Brethren,  if  we  fail  to  use  such  words  and  influence,  the  blood  of 
our  brother  who  is  lost  will  cry  out  against  us  from  the  ground.  It 
is  a  responsibility  that  we  have  voluntarily  assumed.  It  is  a  respon- 
sibility that  we  cannot  evade. 

We  find  that  the  brethren  from  many  States  contril^uted  to  the 
alleviation  of  the  distress  cx)nsequent  upon  the  fearful  epidemic  with 
which  Pensacola,  our  neighbor,  was  last  year  afllicted.  Among  the 
organizations  enumerated  as  of  Alabama,  we  find  our  name.  Tlio 
credit  should  have  been  given  to  the  different  Masonic  Lodges  of 
Mobile,  whose  titles  were  given  when  the  money  was  sent.  We  our- 
self  was  only  the  humble  instrument  for  its  conveyance.  For  the 
good  resulting  from  these  donations  which,  though  small  from  each 
body,  yet  aggregate  a  fair  sum.  We  copy  from  the  Grand  blaster's 
address  the  following : 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  Providence  of  Grod,  the  brethren  of  Escambia 
Lodge  alone,  were  brought  face  to  face  with  this  groat  suffering. 
They  fed  the  hungry,  nursed  the  sick,  buried  the  dead  and  cared  for 
the  orphans.  But  in  all  their  labors  they  acted  only  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  great  masonic  brotherhood,  whose  ear  is  never  closed  to 
the  cry  of  distress,  and  whose  hand  is  ever  prompt  to  relieve  it.  Like 
a  forlorn  hope,  they  were  sustained  by  the  consciousness  that  the 
great  army  of  their  brethren  were  behind  them. 

The  accounts  of  Escambia  Lodge,  with  receipts  and  vouchers,  have 
been  submitted  to  my  inspection,  and  have  been  carefully  examined. 
I  found  them  correct,  and  I  approve  their  expenditures  as  pn>])er  and 
judicious.  Of  those  who  liad  masonic  claims  upon  them,  they  had 
one  hundred  and  three  sick  under  their  charge,  of  whom  eighteen 
died.  But  their  charity  was  not  confined  to  the  fraternity,  and  many 
poor  and  suffering  persons  were  assisted,  who  had  no  claim  beyond 
that  of  a  common  humanity.  I  will  mention  here  one  incident  which 
^nll  make  a  deep  impression  upon  the  heart  of  every  Mason.  A  poor 
family,  consisting  of  father,  mother  and  four  young  children,  were 
among  the  sick.  The  father,  a  stranger,  was  a  ilasou  from  Michigan. 
They  were  faithfully  cared  for,  but  the  parents  both  died,  leaving 
their  four  little  ones,  aged  from  four  to  ten  years,  orphans. 

They  were  faithfully  cared  for  until  the  epidemic  was  passed,  and 
the  quarantine  raised,  and  then,  provided  with  all  that  they  required, 
they  were  started  for  their  distant  home  in  Michigan.  The  oldest 
boy  was  furnished  with  railroad  tickets,  and  with  an  open  letter  from 
Escambia  Lodge,  stating  who  the  little  travelers  were,  and  ccniimond- 
ing  them  to  the  caro  of  all  good  men  and  Masons.     They  met  with 
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kindness  and  help  from  one  end  of  their  journey  to  the  other,  and 
were  safely  delivered  to  their  friends.  At  many  points  they  were  not 
allowed  to  pay  anything  for  their  meals,  and  money  was  collected 
among  their  fellow-passengers  for  their  benefit.  Brethren,  to  bring 
this  incident  home  to  our  hearts,  let  each  one  of  us  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  these  helpless  children  had  been  his  own. 

Is  it  not  a  privilege  to  belong  to  a  brotherhood,  under  whose  pro- 
tecting arms  children  of  tender  years  may  travel  from  one  end  of  this 
broad  land  to  the  other,  secure  of  meeting  friends  and  protectors  at 
every  step  ? 

Brother  Zelotes  H.  Mason  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  is  no  full  report  on  Correspondence,  because  of  the  lack  of 
funds,  (^c,  yet  we  find  the  mile  and  per  diem  amounted  to  more  than 
$1,8(X),  being  more  than  half  the  entire  revenue.  We  quote,  how- 
ever, what  the  Committee,  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  says  of  "New  South 
Wales,"  and  commend  it  to  the  consideration  of  our  brethren  : 

Some  years  ago  you  were  requested  to  recognize  what  is  termed 
"the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,"  located  in  a  British  Prov- 
ince by  that  name,  in  the  Island  of  Australia.     The  organizing  pro- 
ceedings were  so  similar  to  those  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  this  country 
and  elsewhere,  and  desiring  to  encourage  the  universal  estabhshment 
of  sovereign  and  independent  Grand  Lodges  for  the  government  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry  throughout  the  world,  with  exclusive  territo- 
rial jurisdiction,  you  were  prompted  to  assure  the  organized  brethren 
of  your  sympathy  in  their  apparent  laudable  design,  and  virtually 
promised  them  your  recognition,  whenever  they  should  make  it  to 
satisfactorily  appear  that  a  majority  of  the  existing  regularly  char- 
tered Lodges  and  Masons,  at  the  time  of  its  organization  in  said  prov- 
ince or  since  had  acquiesced  therein.     No  pains  have  been  spared, 
and  repeated  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  from  the  authorities  of 
said  organization  the  required  evidence  without  effect.     No  replies  to 
correspondence  having  been  made  by  them,  or  at  least  none  received, 
but  on  the  5th  of  Aug.,  1882,  a  letter  was  received  from  them  dated  June 
ISth,  1882,  stating  that  one  Brother  Thomas  Newton  would  soon  visit 
the  United  States  in  the  interest  of  said  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  advo- 
cacy of  iti*  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States.    In 
response   to   wnich  a  letter  was  posted,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy  : 

Grand  Secbbtaby's  Office,  F.  &  A.  M.,  } 

Jackson\'ille,  Fla.,  August  5,  A.  L.  5882,  A.  D.  1882.  J 

Nicholas  Weeks,  Cor.  Sec.  G. N.  S.  W. : 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother— Yoni  circular  of  June  15,  has  just  been  re- 
ceived, and  I  would  be  very  glad  to  meet  and  have  an  interview  with 
the  Brother  Thomas  Newton,  but  it  is  not  Ukely  that  I  will  have  that 

pleasure. 

I  have  regularly  sent  you  our  Grand  Lodge  proceedings,  and  I  have 
written  you  several  letters  which  remain  unanswered,  for  informa- 
tion upon  which  our  final  action  upon  the  subject  of  recognition  must 
necessarily  depend,  and  upon  which  we  will  no  doubt  soon  decide. 
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Our  position,  npon  general  principles,  is  as  follows  : 

1.  When  there  are  three  or  more  regularly  chartered  lodges  in  a 
State,  Territory  or  Province,  where  no  Grand  Lodge  exists,  all  or  a 
niajoritv  of  such  lodges,  not  less  than  three,  may  assemble  in  conven- 
tion and  organize  a  Grand  Lodge. 

2.  When  such  Grand  Lodge  is  thus  duly  organized  it  is  the  sov- 
ereign power  and  authority  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  within  it«  terri- 
torial jurisdiction. 

3.  Its  authority  and  jurisdiction  thus  defined  and  prescribed  is 
exclusive,  except  as  to  matters  which  it  may  have  voluntarily  surren- 
dered to  others. 

Now,  if  you  or  the  Brother  Newton  can  furnish  the  proof,  reasona- 
ble and  satisfactory,  that  a  majority  of  all  the  regularly  chartered 
lodges  and  Masons  in  the  Province  of  N.  S.  W.  have  connected  them- 
selves with  the  organization,  we  will  be  only  too  glad  to  recognize  it 
as  a  regular  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  yours, 

D.  C.  DAWKINS, 
Grand  Secretary,  and  C.  C.  F.  C. 

And  to  the  foregoing  letter  no  reply  has  been  received,  it  being 
treated  like  our  former  ones  on  the  same  subject. 

Upon  examination  of  the  published  records  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  it  clearly  appetirs  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  lodges  in  that  province  did  not  join  in  the  organization, 
and  that  a  majority  of  all  the  lodges  there  have  not  since  acquiesced 
therein,  and  that  therefore  a  minority  of  the  lodges  have  attempted 
to  organize  a  Grand  Lodge  vdth  sovereign  power  and  authority  over 
all,  to  which  assumption  the  majority  have  not  yet  surrendered,  and 
we  do  not  deem  it  safe  to  conclude  that  they  ever  will. 

And  the  Committee  recommended  that  until  the  Lodges  in  New 
South  Wales  had  more  nearly  reconciled  their  differences,  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Florida  should  defer  action. 

IDAHO. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
Territory-,  was  held  on  12th  September,  1882,  the  R.  W.  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  L.  F.  Cartee,  presiding.  There  were  present  repre- 
sentatives from  9  Lodges,  the  entire  number  of  working  Lodges. 

Total  membership,  391. 

The  Grand  Master,  Francis  E.  Ensign,  on  the  second  day  after 
stating  his  inability  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  office  in  conse- 
quence of  continued  ill  hetdth,  then  says  : 

My  condition  was  such  that  had  I  command  over  my  own  actions  I 
should  haw,  with<lrawn  wholly  from  all  business  and  cnre  of  every 
sort,  and  sought  the  needed  rei)ose  of  my  shattered  health  in  a  sea- 
H(m  of  absolute  r^st. 

Conscious  that  I  was  elevated  to  the  office  of  Grand  Ma.ster  because 
the  brethren  believed  in  mo  and  reposed  confidence  in  me,  and 
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trusted  me,  and  keenly  sensitive  of  the  possibility  that  some  brother 
might  othen^-iso  return  from  this  Grand  Body  feeling  that  his  confi- 
dence had  been  misplaced  and  his  trust  and  belief  in  me  ill-formed, 
although  phyHically  unfit  to  travel,  I  have  felt  morally  and  fraternally 
conKtraincd  to  leave  my  distant  home  and,  at  the  peril  of  the  little 
strength  left  me,  to  come  here,  and  face  to  face  with  my  dear  breth- 
ren, tell  them  the  cause  of  my  manifold  deficiencies  and  crave  their 
charitable  consideration. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  I  submit  all  to  yonr  merciful  judgment, 
well  knowing  that  it  will  be  tempered  with  fraternal  love. 

Feeling,  my  brethren,  that  my  ill-health  to-day  will  not  permit  me 
longer  to  occupy  this  Honored  Chair,  I  pray  your  permission  to  place 
this  Gavel,  the  signet  of  my  authority,  in  the  hands  of  my  worthy 
and  more  competent  brother,  our  Deputy  Grand  Master  Gartee. 

The  business  transacted  was  purely  local. 

Brother  L.  F.  Cartee  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  James 
H.  Wickersham,  Grand  Secretary. 
There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

ILLINOIS. 

The  large  and  exceedingly  interesting  pamphlet  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  forty-third  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  is  now  before  us  with  Brother  Wm.  H. 
Scott,  Grand  Master,  presiding.     It  was  held  on  3d  October,  1882. 

The  number  of  lodges  is  672;  membership,  38,521;  increase  during 
the  year,  674. 

Of  masonrj-,  the  Grand  Master  says : 

FrecmaHonrv'  is  not  sustained  by  its  signs,  its  grips,  its  passwords, 
or  its  brea.st-piates.  Its  true  interest  is  above  and  beyond  all  these 
paraphernalia.  Its  motto  is  * 'Holiness  to  the  Lord."  Its  treasures, 
and  its  glorious  lights  and  mystic  ties,  can  only  be  enjoyed  by  those 
"wlio  seek  the  institution  unbiased  by  friends,  and  uninfluenced  by 
mercenary  motives,  and  from  a  sincere  wish  of  being  serviceable  to 
their  fellow  creatures. "  And  if  all  men  lived  in  exact  accordance 
\^ith  its  teachings,  this  worhl  would  be  changed  into  a  fruitful  field, 
and  Eden  would  again  appear  in  all  its  beauty  and  delight. 

If  the  Bretliren  could  become  fully  imbued  with  these  sentiments 
how  beautiful  would  the  Order  become,  and  what  a  powerful  influence 
would  it  exercise  in  every  community. 

The  Grand  Master  deplores  the  fact  that  numberless  questions  are 
submitted  for  decision  which  would  be  avoided  if  the  masters  of 
lodges  would  but  familiarize  themselves  with  the  laws  of  their  juris- 
diction, and  says:  **I  have  learned  of  some  masters  who  had  not 
so  much  iia  seen  a  coj^y  of  our  Grand  Lodge  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws." 

Much  space  is  taken  up  with  a  consideration  of  the  defalcation  of 


88  APPENDIX.  [1883. 

their  late  Grand  Secretary  and  the  misplacement  of  his  bonds.  This 
is  indeed  deplorable,  not  because  of  the  loss  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  but 
for  the  disgrace  and  discredit  brought  upon  our  beloved  institution. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized  at  this  communica- 
tion. 

An,  excellent  oration  was  delivered  by  Brother  Owen  Scott. 

Daniel  M.  Browning,  Grand  Master;  L.  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  John  W .  Brown  made  the  report  on  Masonic  Correspon- 
dence. Alabama  is  fraternally  reviewed.  His  introduction  is  a  truly 
eloquent  disquisition  on  masonry,  its  principles,  objects  and  effects. 
We  regret  our  inability  to  lay  this  entire  before  you,  but  we  must  be 
content  with  a  short  extract: 

Freemasonry  truly  is  a  wonderful  institution — wonderful  as  to  its 
origin,  its  development,  its  progress,  its  work,  and  its  ethics,  or  sci- 
ence of  morality.  It  is  a  heritage  of  which  all  its  devotees  may  be 
proud.  Its  principles  are  eternal,  and  its  supreme  ruler  is  Jehovah. 
It  is  the  light  of  God,  shining  in  and  purifying  the  hearts  and  sonls 
of  men.  It  recognizes  the  great  fact  that  man,  naturally,  is  in  dark- 
ness, and,  therefore,  must  be  brought  to  light,  and  receive  more,  and 
further,  and  greater  light,  or  never  attain  that  degree  of  perfection 
which  the  Supreme  Architect  has  planned  for  him.  It  teaches,  un- 
ec^uivocally,  tnat  the  supreme  object  of  life  here  is  to  cultivate  the 
mind  and  soul  that  they  shall  be  fitted  for  the  Temple  on  High.  It 
debars  no  one  from  properly  seeking  temporal  good,  but  enjoins  on 
bM  to  see  to  it  that  their  labor  of  erecting  the  Temple  of  the  Soul  is 
not  neglected.  It  very  impressively  instructs  tiiem,  that  not  in 
wealth,  nor  in  fame,  nor  in  man,  but  in  God,  their  Supreme  Father, 
Bountiful  Benefactor  and  Savior,  they  are  to   put  their  trust. 

The  Forty-fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Blinois  was  opened  on  2d  October,  1883,  by  M.  W.  Daniel  M.  Brown- 
ing, Grand  Master,  with  representations  from  641  Lodges. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  report  the  number  of  Lodges  at  683, 
total  attendance  781.  Total  membership  in  the  jurisdiction,  44,007— 
increase  during  the  year,  2,479. 

The  Grand  Master  held  that  officers  elected  by  a  Lodge  which  had 
lost  its  charter  by  fire  and  before  a  duplicate  had  been  received  were 
legally  elected.  This,  then,  is  another  who  thinks  a  charter  not 
necessary  to  legalize  a  Lodge  after  it  htis  once  been  issued  and  pro- 
claimed. 

The  liberality  of  our  brethren  of  Illinois  was  evinced  by  the  readi- 
ness "with  which  they  complied  with  the  request  of  the  Grand  Master 
to  relieve  the  distress  occasioned  by  the  devastating  Hood  which 
occurred  during  the  year  in  February,  the  amount  being  S4,354. 

Many  pages  of  the  proceedings  are  taken  up  with  an  account  of  the 
trial  of  a  former  Grand  Secretary,  one  John  F.  Burrill,  who  had  for  a 
few  years  been  defrauding  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  of  his  conviction 
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and  sentence  to  five  years  in  the  penitentiary— only  proving  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  old  adage,  that  '^honesty  is  the  best  policy." 

We  find  this  Grand  Lodge  looking  to  relieving  the  subordinate 
lodges  of  a  part  of  their  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  adopted  a  resolu- 
tion appointing  a  committee  to  consider  the  propriety  of  lessening 
the  expense  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by  holding  communications  bien- 
nially instead  of  annually,  who  shall  report  their  conclusions  to  the 
next  Annual  Communication . 

In  this  jurisdiction  a  ballot  is  taken  once  only  and  for  the  three  de- 
grees at  that  time,  and  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reports  that 
the  examination  of  a  candidate  for  advancement  may  be  made  at  a 
special  communication  of  the  Lodge .  And  on  the  subject  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  minor  officers  of  the  Lodge,  they  contend  that  the 
W.  Master  alone  is  the  proper  officer  to  make  them. 

We  do  not  know  to  what  the  following  extract  from  the  same  report 
alludes,  but  we  copy  it  for  your  information,  as  you  may  be  better 
informed  than  ourself : 

THE   MASSACHUSETTS  DEPABTITBE. 

Notwithstanding  each  Grand  Lodge  is  sovereign  and  independent 
within  its  own -territory,  yet,  possessing,  as  they  do,  a  common  sys- 
tem, derived  from  a  common  source,  so  intimately  are  they  bound 
together  that  no  one  of  them  can  be  indifferent  to  the  action  of  any 
other  touching  the  fundamentiil  principles  of  the  Institution. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  having  taken  occasion  to  de- 
fine Masonry  anew,  we  are  compelled  to  re-examine  the  basis  upon 
which  that  definition  rests.  The  result  of  that  re-examination  is  to 
strengthen  our  convictions  that  the  Grand  Lodge  cannot,  without 
losing  sight  of  its  obligation  to  sustain  the  law  of  the  Ancient  Charges, 
subscribe  to  any  definition  of  Masonry  that  will  include  within  the 
category  of  Masonic  bodies  those  organizations  whose  only  claim  to 
be  considered  as  such  rests  in  the  fact  that  those  who  organized  them 
were  alreadv  masons. 

The  conclusion,  then,  at  which  we  arrive,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  lUinois,  and  its  territorial  jurisdiction,  is  that,  like 
Massachusetts,  we  recognize  no  degrees  in  Masonry  except  those  con- 
ferred under  the  regulations  of  the  various  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  governments  throughout  the  world,  viz  : 
the  degrees  of^Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason; 
and  that  as  we  cannot  admit  as  being  regular  and  duly  constituted 
Masonic  bodies  any  save  those  organized  for  the  practice  of  these 
recognized  degrees,  we  can  find  no  basis  anywhere  for  the  a.ssumption, 
on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  to  interfere  witn  the 
operations  of  the  various  associations  of  Craftsmen  enumerated  in  the 
Massachusetts  amendment,  and  known  also  to  exist  within  this  juris- 
diction, or  with  any  other  similar  bodies  which,  like  them,  do  not 
assume  control  over  any  portion  of  the  Masonry  of  the  lodge. 

Brother  Daniel  M.  Browning  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  L.  L.  Mnnn,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Brother  Theodore  T.  Gumey  prenented  the  report  on  correspon- 
dence, revie^nng  the  proceedings  of  moKt  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in 
North  America,  and  among  them  those  of  Alabama  for  1882.  They 
are  in  no  particular  otder  bnt  are  allowed  to  appear  in  the  order  in 
which  reviewed,  because,  in  this  way  the  printer  conld  best  be  suited 
and  the  brethren  put  in  possession  of  the  report.  The  writer,  how- 
ever, kindly  furnishes  an  index  in  the  introduction,  by  which  any 
State  may  readily  be  found. 

Of  non-payment  of  dues,  he  says  : 

To  US  it  is  a  sickly  scntimentalism  that  looks  upon  this  class  of 
offenders  with  remote  tolerati(m.  When  a  member  declares  that  he 
won't  pay;  that  he  does  not  want  anything  further  of  the  Cnift,  or 
neglects  or  refuses  to  give  his  Lodge  any  attention  when  notified  of 
its  claims,  the  body  should  be  licensed  to  treat  him  as  it  would  for 
any  other  immoral  conduct.  On  the  oth«r  hand,  there  are  many  un- 
fortunates that  are  disposed  to,  but  cannot  pay.  These  are  not,  as  an 
investigation  would  establish,  criminals,  and  should  be  promptly  dis- 
charged of  their  obligations. 

In  reference  to  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  which  has  received  recognition  of  us,  he  with  no 
little  force  says : 

We  have  read  with  earnest  attention  evcrj'thing  submitted  as  evi- 
dence that  this  body  has  claims  to  the  recognition  accorded  by  some 
of  the  (rnind  Lodges  of  our  country;  but  not  in  a  single  instance  is 
it  pretended  that  the  lodges  entering  into  this  organization  are  not,  in 
large  majority,  the  creations  of  **(Trand  Orients."  If  such  bodies  are 
authorizoil  to  establish  Lodges,  who  can  deny  the  right  of  Chapters, 
Councils  or  Commanderies  to  do  the  same  thing  ?  Be  consistent, 
brethren.  Do  not  go  off  into  sentimentalism  and  determine  that,  be- 
cause the  pernicious  system  ado})t«>d  and  propagated  by  France  has 
been  tolerated,  the  usurjnition  is  not  now  to  be  questioned.  How 
soon  would  our  Vermont  brethren  gird  up  their  loins  for  a  contest,  if 
the  Mascmrj'  of  Illinois  should  conclude  to  !>«•  merged  into  an  organi- 
zation with  the  Supreme  Council  as  the  governing  body.  This  is  a 
**Grand  Orient,"  simple  and  pure.  "We  do  not  "want  any  of  it,"  and 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  (Jrand  Lodges  of  the  Continent 
will  mourn  their  indiscretion  in  giving  countenance  to  this  imposi- 
tion upon  the  Craft.  In  this  connection,  the  (iraud  Master  is  not 
satisfied  that  the  **Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales"  is  entitled  to 
recognition.  It  does  not  appear  that  a  majority  of  Lodges  of  the  Pro- 
\ii\L'e  are  identified  with  the  organization. 

Noticing  the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  reference  to  a  Masonic 
Home,  he  says  : 

The  (rrand  Lodge  concurred  in  a  series  of  resolutions  lookini*  to 
the  est«ibhshnu»nt  of  a  **Masonir  Home  ainl  Otllige"  wliere  orpluuis 
of  deceased  ^Ia^i»ns  ean  be  car<*(l  for  and  «(l:i«Mt«Ml,  The  subject  \\as 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  of  which  Past  Grand  Master,  Brother 
Pidmcr  J.  Pillans,  is  chairman.     If  our  julvice  is  of  any  value,  we 
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suggest  avoiding  embarrassments  that  debt  is  certain  to  entail.  Fi- 
nances of  the  Grand  Body  are  elegant.  Keep  them  healthy.  We  are 
not  enamored  of  pubUc  charities  at  the  expense  of  the  peace  and 
imity  of  a  jurisdiction. 

The  Brother's  views  and  our  own  coincide,  and  we  are  indeed  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  why  we  should  have  been  made  the  chairman  or,  in- 
deed, pat  upon  the  committee  at  all,  for  we  are  of  opinion  that  but 
for  oar  opposition  the  original  resolutions  would  have  been  adopted. 
This,  in  our  opinion,  would  have  been  a  death  blow  to  any  such  en- 
terprise; and  we  only  hoped  that  the  mover,  before  pressing  his  reso- 
lutions for  so  noble  a  charity,  would  perfect  a  feasible  and  practica- 
ble plan  for  its  accomplishment.  The  Brother  mistakes  when  he  sup- 
poses that  he  (we)  is  of  opinion  that  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  a 
contribution  of  $5  each  from  the  9,000  Masons  of  Alabama  for  twelve 
years.  We  are  satisfied  that  no  such  enterprise  can  be  successfully 
maintained  which  trusts  to  the  voluntary  contribution  of  Lodges,  and 
for  this  reason  we  urged  the  necessity  of  a  well-matured  and  well- 
considered  plan.  We  believe  a  scheme  may  be  devised  which  could 
prove  successful  eventually,  but  only  if  the  brethren  should  continue 
to  work  together  for.  this  end  and  after  a  long  period  of  time.  A  gen- 
eration or  two  may  have  passed  away,  but  how  long  is  this  compared 
to  the  probable  duration  of  Masonry. 

There  is  a  vast  fund  of  vtiluable  thought  forcibly  expressed  in  this 
report,  which  covers  209  very  closely  printed  pages,  but  we  cannot 
follow  them  nor  attempt  to  give  you  more  of  its  beauties. 

GEORGIA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia  holds  now  communications  only  every 
second  year.  This,  in  consequence  of  the  burthen  of  debt  which  so 
readily  paralizes  the  energies  of  corporations  as  of  individuals.  The 
Second  Biennial  communication,  then,  was  held  on  October  31,  1882, 
under  the  guidance  of  Grand  Master  Josiah  I.  Wright,  there  being 
present  representatives  from  22(>  Lodges.  The  abstract  of  returns  is 
so  scattered  through  the  pamphlet  by  the  printer  that,  without  too 
great  lal)or,  we  cannot  give  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  nor  the  loss  or 
gain  during  the  year.  There  is  no  summary.  Wo  hope  that  the  R. 
W.  Grand  Secretary  will  see  in  future  to  this. 

There  are  18  decisions  really  in  line  with  this  jurisdiction  and- the 
general  principles  of  Masonrj'.  We  find  No.  1  and  No.  11  identical. 
His  No.  10  is,  **  that  it  is  not  legal  to  drop  members  from  the  roll  for 
non-payment  of  dues,"  but  that  they  should  be  tried  as  for  any  other 
offence. 
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We  cannot  convey  to  yon  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  Georgia  so 
well  as  the  Grand  Master  himself  has  done,  so  we  copy  : 

In  other  parts  of  the  8tate  and  in  a  few  Lodges  there  is  a  terrible 
decline,  if  at  any  time  they  ever  were  prosperous.  And  I  mean  by 
decline,  they  do  not  attend  their  Lodge  meetings  ;  they  do  not  pay 
their  dues,  and  the  Lodge  declines  to  make  them  pay  ;  they  enforce 
no  law  against  immorality  ;  they  permit  and  do  not  even  reprimand 
profanity,  drnnkenness,  gambling,  and  the  like  offenses ;  they  take 
in  material  without  due  inquiry  into  the  moral  worth  of  the  appU- 
oant— there  is  no  apiiarent  effort  to  cultivate  or  practice  the  principles 
and  virtues  of  the  Order.  They  seem  to  forget  that  they  owe  any 
duty  to  Gk)d,  mankind,  or  themselves.  They  seem  to  be  imbued  with 
the  idea  that  Masonry  consists  entirely  in  a  knowledge  of  signs  and 
passwords,  and  the  like,  and  having  these,  if  they  should  swear  and 
get  drunk  and  refuse  to  attend  Lodge  or  pay  dues  and  so  on,  why,  it 
will  be  all  right  anyway  ;  I  am  a  good  fellow,  and  the  brethren  will  for- 
give me.  And  thus  it  is,  in  some  places  in  some  Lodges,  Freema- 
sonry is  at  a  terrible  discount,  and  ho  to  be  true  to  myself  and  true 
to  you,  I  must  report,  that  perhaps  in  a  large  majority  of  Lotlges 
here  represented,  the  Order  is  in  a  prosperous  and  healthy  cou(btion, 
while  in  others,  it  is  on  a  terrible  decline,  and  at  a  great  discount 
among  the  good  and  true. 

These  are  caustic  words,  but  wo  fear  that  their  application  would 
fit  more  places  than  those  alluded  to. 

Brother  Josiah  I.  Wright  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Brother  J.  Emmett  Blackshear,  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Brother  Blackshear,  with  whose 
ability  we  were  impressed  in  the  years  now  long  gone,  but  the  present 
one  does  neither  credit  to  his  Grand  Lodge  or  to  himself.  It  is  ex- 
ceedingly concise,  and  >^'ithal,  meagre.  Rhode  Island  is  disposed  of  in 
one  half  line. 

INDIANA. 

There  was  no  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1883,  be- 
cause, in  consequence  of  the  annoyance  of  laboring  under  a  very 
large  debt  the  Grand  Lodge  had  determined  not  to  meet  until  1884. 
It  is  believed  that  then  the  debt  will  have  been  either  entirely  or  very 
nearly  wiped  out— a  consummation  most  devoutly  to  be  wished  for. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Trustees  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  however,  is  published,  and  the  hope  of  being  entirely  out  of 
debt  in  1884,  receive  strong  assurances. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
on  the  7th  November,  18«2,  with  C.  E.  Gooding,  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  in  the  East.     Eleven  of  their   14  Lodges  were  represented. 
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There  are  422  active  members  here,  there  having  been  a  gain  of  37 
during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  deplores  the  great  amount  of  intemperance  and 
profanity  among  the  brethren,  but  there  is  abundant  evidence  that 
the  fraternity  is  making  strenuous  efforts  to  promote  the  general  good 
by  the  suppression  of  these  and  the  advancement  of  morality  and 
education.     Go  on  brethren  and  weary  not  in  well  doing. 

Harvey  Lindsay  is  Grand  Master. 

J.  S.  Murrow,  Grand  Secretary. 

IOWA. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
on  the  5th  June,  1883,  with  Grand  Master  George  B.  Van  Saun  in  the 
East,  and  representatives  from  314  Lodges.  Number  of  working 
Lodges  394,  with  a  membership  of  19,715,  being  an  average  of  53  to  a 
Lodge,  there  having  been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  1041. 

We  cannot  avoid  expressing  oUr  gratification  at  the  neat  and  admi- 
rable pamphlet  of  the  proceedings,  if  we  are  allowed  to  call  a  book  of 
582  pages,  a  pamphlet.  Brother  Parvin,  the  Grand  Secretary,  is  en- 
titled to  all  praise  for  its  general  appearance,  but  more  especially  for 
the  complete  arrangement  of  its  several  parts,  and  the  vast  fund  of 
information  so  clearly  and  systematically  compiled. 

The  Grand  Master  drew  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  two 
questions  which  had  been  clearly  raised  previously  by  the  appeal  of 
one  Lodge  in  reference  to  the  act  of  another,  but  which  the  Ck)mmit- 
tee  on  Jurisprudence  had  in  their  report  avoided,  and  hoped  the 
Grand  Lodge  would  settle  them  at  once.  They  are,  1st.  **  Can  a  Mas- 
ter of  a  Lodge  make  his  Lodge  responsible  for  a  greater  amount  than 
the  by-laws  of  the  Lodge  prescribe?"  And  2nd.  **If  a  member  of  a 
Lodge  dies  in  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Lodge,  is  the  former  Lodge 
under  obligations  to  pay  the  necessary  expenses  attending  the  sick- 
ness and  funeral  expenses  of  the  deceased  brother  to  the  latter 
Lodge  ?"  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  again  remained  silent. 
We  are  at  a  lost  to  imagine  whence  doubt  could  arise  in  regard  to  the 
first,  and  the  second  seems  equally  plain.  Is  Masonry  a  mutual  in- 
surance agency,  or  is  it,  as  it  has  always  heretofore  been,  one  of  **  un- 
bounded charity."  There  is,  in  these  latter  days,  too  great  a  disposi- 
tion to  ingraft  on  our  institution  many  of  the  plans  of  other  more 
recent  societies,  many  of  which  are  doubtless  good,  but  which,  if 
saccess  attended  the  efforts  of  their  advocates,  would  entirely  change 
the  structure  of  the  Order. 

Brother  Parvin,  the  excellent  Grand  Secretary,  just  goes  for  the 
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delinquent  secretaries.     After  describing  the  blanks  sent  for  returns 
he  says  : 

What  can  be  plainer  or  more  pointed?  And  yet  this  year,  as  in 
ever}'  former  year,  we  receive  letters,  of  which  this  is  a  copy  :  "  We 
have  received  no  blanks  as  yet  for  Grand  Lodge  returns.  '  Is  it  not 
time  we  were  getting  them  ?*   May  22d,  1883." 

A  pretty  time,  indeed,  to  ask  such  a  querry,  when  the  careless 
brother  has  sinned  away  the  day  of  grace  by  a  whole  week,  and  suf- 
fered a  whole  month  and  a  third  of  another  to  go  by  while  he  slept  at 
his  post,  "knowing  his  duty,  but  doing  it  not." 

Will  the  Grand  Lodge  place  a  premium  upon  carelessness  and 
neglect  of  duty,  by  voting  funds  from  the  treasury'  paid  in  by  the 
prompt  lodges  and  punctual  officers  to  the  delegates  of  such  dehn- 
quent  lodges  ?    We  shall  see. 

By  which  he  invokes  the  Grand  Lodge  to  come  to  his  aid. 
We  perceive  that  he  is  in  no  better  humor  when  he  comes  to  treat 
of  the  committees  and  their  reports.     Go  it  Bro.  Parvin  ! 

We  are  constrained  to  refer  to  this  subject  again.  There  was  a  time 
when  we  could  conveniently,  and  did,  oftentimes,  do  the  work  of 
others  in  this  line  for  them,  but  that  has  long  since  passed,  and  the 
time  has  come  and  now  is  when  each  and  every  chairman  should  pre- 
pare his  report  just  as  it  shoidd  heivibUshed,  or  else  decline  the  ap- 
pointment when  tendered  him.  The  Grand  Secretary  cannot  and 
will  not  play  schoolmaster,  and  correct  or  revise  the  report*  of  com- 
mittees, but  will  publish  them  just  as  they  come  to  his  hands.  The 
discredit  for  a  slovenly  and  illy-prepared  report,  if  submitted,  will 
then  be  made  to  fall  upon  its  author,  where  it  belongs. 

The  credit  of  the  proceedings  of  a  Grand  Lodge  depends  largely 
upon  the  character  displayed  for  learning,  taste,  and  judgment  in  its 
reports,  and  we  regret  to  say  that  in  this  respect  Iowa  falls  far  behind 
some  of  her  sister  Grand  Lodges.  A  word  to  the  wise  will,  we  tnist, 
be  sufficient,  and  this  evil,  so  patent  at  some  of  our  communications, 
be  removed. 

Here  is  the  way  they  install  their  officers  in  Iowa  : 

Brother  Guilbert,  in  his  usual  ejriempore  manner,  proceeded  in  the 
ceremony  till  he  came  to  Brother  Schreiner,  the  Grand  Tiler,  when 
he  varied  the  ceremony  by  presenting  the  venemble  and  beloved 
brother,  who  now,  for  the  twenty-fifth  time,  was  inducted  into  his 
office,  with  a  splendid  gold  watch,  chain,  and  Templar  charm,  togeth- 
er with  a  frame  containing  the  names,  suitably  inscribed  therein,  of 
all  the  brethren  who  had  contributed  to  the  purchase  of  the  same. 

Grand  Tyler  Schreiner  responded,  in  a  few  but  expressive  words, 
his  thanks  and  high  appreciation  of  the  token  ami  of  his  sincere  re- 
gard for  the  brethren  who  had  manifested  such  an  interest  in  his  wel- 
fare at  the  present  as  in  all  their  past  intercourse  with  him,  whose 
servant  he  said  he  was. 

Brother  Van  Saun  still  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  T.  S.  Parvin, 
Grand  Secretary. 
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Brother  Parrin  again  presented  the  report  on  Correspondence. 
We  find  Alabama,  for  188*2,  there,  and  our  Brother  has  a  kind  word 
for  us  while  liberally  dealing  with  our  Grand  Lodge.  We  are  pleased 
to  find  him  agreeing  with  us  in  relation  to  the  status  of  the  Lodge  in 
District  of  Colnmbia,  which  declared  a  brother  regularly  made  by  a 
legitimate  Lodge  of  Alabama  "clandestine,'  because  that  brother 
'when  making  his  application  lied  in  stating  that  he  had  never  been 
"rejected  by  any  other  Lodge,"  and  in  this  connection  rings  some 
changes  on  onr  views,  thiis  : 

He  (i.  e.  we)  justly  characterizes  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  as  unmasonic  and  unfounded  in  law  or 
common  sense,  that  a  man  made  a  Mason  in  Alabama  is  "a  clandes- 
tine Mason,"  because  he  had  been  previously  rejected  in  the  former 
jurisdiction  and  had  not  obtained  the  consent  of  the  rejecting  lodge. 
A  clandestine  Mason,  according  to  all  writers  on  masonic  law,  is  one 
made  in  a  clandestine  lodge.  We  do  not  care  how  he  may  have  de- 
ceived the  lodge  initiating  him — he  may  even  have  denied  a  previous 
rejection  ;  still,  being  made  in  a  legal  lodge,  he  is  a  legaUy-made 
Mason  :  and  while  he  may  be,  and  should  probably  be,  punished  for 
his  fraud,  the  lodje  cannot  be  punished  by  declaring  its  work  illegal 
and  clandestine,  and  it  is  high  time  that  onr  brethren  in  the  District 
learned  the  difference  and  governed  themselves  accordingly. 

While  our  brother  is  reaching  out  his  hand  **  far  down  to  the  Gulf" 
to  us,  let  him  bring  his  Body  along  and  he  shall  see  what  we  wiU  do. 
Come  along,  my  brother,  the  more  we  know  of  each  other  the  more 
will  we  love  one  another. 

We  have  not  the  time  nor  space  to  give  to  this  truly  interesting 
document  we  wish  we  had. 

KANSAS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  held  its  Twenty-Seventh  Annual 
Communication  on  the  2l8t  February,  1883,  under  the  guidance  of  M. 
W.  Gsand  Master,  William  Cowgill,  with  repress tatives  present  from 
174  Lodges.  Total  number  of  Lodges  222,  fifteen  having  been  char- 
tere<l  at  this  session.  The  total  membership  is  10,395,  there  having 
been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  1154. 

We  decidedly  like  the  views  of  the  Grand  Master  on  the  subject  of 
RQspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  will  state  that  our  own  ex- 
perience when  acting  as  secretary  and  for  many  years  master  of  a 
Lodge,  testifies  to  their  accuracy  : 

But  it  appears  to  be  the  practice  of  a  great  many  of  our  Lodges  to 
let  the  dues  of  its  members  run  as  long  as  they  are  allowed  to  by  sec- 
tion 44,  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  and  sometimes  longer;  then,  through 
financial  embarrassment,  or  some  other  cause,  they  come  to  the  con- 
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elusion  that  something  must  be  done,  and  commence  trying  to  force 
collections,  which  results  in  the  suspension  of  a  number  of  their 
members.  If  the  masters  of  our  Lodges  would  use  the  same  efforts 
to  have  the  Lodge  dues  collected  at  maturity,  that  they  do  to  collect 
the  money  due  them  on  their  own  private  business,  our  suspended 
list  would  present  a  differeht  appearance. 

It  is  much  easier  for  a  member  to  pay  his  dues  when  called  upon 
often  for  small  amounts,  than  it  is  when  allowed  to  run  for  sfeverul 
years,  and  accumulate  to  a  comparatively  large  amount  If  our 
ijodges  would  conduct  their  affairs  as  they  ought,  there  would  be 
fewer  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  their  finances  would 
be  in  a  better  condition. 

We  are  loth  to  subscribe  to  the  decision  that  "A  Lodge  has  the 
right  to  grant  a  dimit  to  a  member  while  charges  are  pending;  but 
the  member  cannot  demand  it."  We  think  a  Lodge  has  no  right  to 
throw  upon  the  fraternity  one  so  situated  with  a  certificate  of  good 
standing,  when  that  Lodge,  and  that  Lodge  alone,  knows  that  at  the 
time  the  certificate  is  given  there  are  grave  reasons  for  believing  that 
the  member  is  not,  or  ought  not  to  'be,  in  good  standing.  Such  a 
course  tends  to  fraud  upon  the  fraternity. 

From  the  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find  that  Masonic  tramps 
abound  in  Kansas.  Some  are  to  be  found  everywhere,  and  our  Breth- 
ren cannot  be  too  careful  in  satisfying  themselves  that  the  applicant 
is  what  he  represents  himself  to  be,  and  consequently  a  worthy 
brother. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  received  recognition  and  fraternal 
greeting. 

Business,  local. 

Brother  George  S.  Green,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  the  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the 
proceedings  of  53  Grand  Lodges,  and  several  for  two  years.  Ala- 
bama, for  1881,  takes  the  lead  and  receives  fraternal  notice. 

Alluding  to  the  17th  decision  of  Grand  Master  Tompkins,  th&t  **a 
member  applying  for  a  dimit  is  entitled  to  receive  it,  if  he  has  paid 
all  dues  and  is  in  good  standing,"  he  says,  pointing  out  a  conflict  in 
the  ruling  of  our  Grand  Lodge  : 

The  first  paragraph,  the  committee  deem  unquestionable  ;  but  re- 
mark that  previously,  the  Grand  Lodge  had  held,  that  whenever  the 
dimission  would  reduce  the  membership  below  the  constitutional 
number,  and  thus  destroy  the  lodge,  that  the  lodge  may  refuse  to 
grant  the  dimit.  Such  may  be  a  constitutional  provision  oV  by-law  of 
Alabama  ;  but,  if  so,  it  is  contrary  to  the  "common  law"  of  masonry 
and  could  be  easily  defeated  in  several  ways.  We  mention  one  : 
Suppose  a  member  nas  prepared  to  emigrate*  to  a  distant  place  or 
State,  and  such  things  are  daily  transpiring  in  this  country- ;  he  asks 
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for  a  dimit,  but  is  refased,  beoaase,  by  granting  it,  the  membership 
wonld  be  reduced  below  the  requisite  number ;  he  goes,  however, 
but  the  lodge  is  undone  ;  it  can  neither  open  nor  transact  business, 
initiate,  pass,  nor  raise.  No  greater  evil  would  have  overtaken  it  had 
he  received  his  dimit,  and  a  less  one  might  have  happened  to  him, 
for  probably  he  will  be  forced  to  remain  a  non-affiliate  for  life.  We 
hold  that  whenever  a  brother's  dues  are  paid,  his  standing  unques- 
tioned, that  he  is  entitled  to  his  dimit,  upon  request  made,  ana  the 
lodge  must  take  care  of  itself.  When  a  lodge  has  so  nearly  reached 
the  brink  of  dissolution,  that  the  dimission  of  one  will  destroy  it,  the 
sooner  the  event  happens  the  better  for  all  immediately  concerned, 
and  the  Order  at  large. 

KENTUCKY. 

Before  ns  lie  the  proceedings  of  the  Eighty-Third  Annual  Commu- 
nication of  that  grand  old  State,  Kentucky;  ^and  in  the  exhibition 
of  active  Masonic  charity .  This  was  held  on  17th  October,  1882,  with 
William  Henry  Meffert,  Grand  Master.  There  were  present  400  rep- 
resentatives. Within  this  jurisdiction  are  492  Lodges  with  a  member- 
ship of  15,593. 

We  have  no  method  of  determining  whether  there  was  a  loss  or  gain 
during  the  year.  If  all  those  initiated  were  raised  then  there  was  a 
gain  of  72,  but  the  probability  is  that  there  was  some  slight  diminu- 
tion of  membership. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  replete  with  good  recommendations, 
the  larger  part  being  in  reference  to  providing  more  means  for  the 
Home.  This  great  undertaking  seems  now  an  assured  success,  yet 
the  building  can  accommodate  many  more  than  are  now  in  it,  but  the 
directory  feel  constrained  to  limit  and  only  increase  as  the  funds  do. 
Oar  Brethren  over  there  have  just  voted  a  per  capita  tax  of  ftfty  cents 
on  all  members,  which  will  be  available  next  year,  and  will  enable 
them  to  fit  up  more  of  the  building  and  take  under  their  care  a 
greater  number. 

The  Grand  Lodge  added  to  their  provision  for  suspension  for  non- 
payment of  dues  the  following  proviso,  which  strikes  us  as  eminently 
proper : 

"Provided  said  payment  be  made  within  one  year  after  his  suspen- 
sion, but  if  the  dues  be  not  paid  within  one  year  after  his  suspension, 
the  suspend  ed  brother  can  only  be  restored  upon  application  to  the 
Lodge  which  suspended  him,  and  a  unanimous  ballot  as  is  required 
in  case  of  other  applicants  for  membership  in  the  Lodge,"  and  re^ 
spectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  said  amendment. 

Without  this  the  delinquent  could  reinstate  himself  after  the  lapse 
of  any  time. 
Bro.  G.  D.  Buckner,  Grand  Master;  Hiram  Bassett,  Secretary. 

(7) 
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Brother  James  W.  Slaton  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  and 
deplores  the  appointment  of  himself  as  chairman  of  the  committee, 
because  ho  has  been  preceded  by  so  many  illustrious  writers,  and  be- 
cause he  has  heretofore  preferred  to  read  the  productions  of  others  to 
his  o^^Ti. 

He  gives  Alabama  friendly  notice.  In  commenting  upon  Grand 
Master  Tompkins'  twelfth  decision,  1881,  which  prohibits  a  secretary 
of  a  Lodge  from  receiving  any  portion  of  dues  from  one  ''who  is  in- 
debted to  the  Lo<lge  for  two  years'  dues,"  without  the  consent  of  the 
Lodge,  he  thus  speaks— thus  giving  tone  to  sentiments  expressed  by 
us  in  Jurisprudence  Committee  : 

We  are  unable  to  see  why  a  Secretary  should  refuse  to  receive  a 
part  of  a  member's  dues  without  payment  of  the  whole.  If  a  member 
owes  five  dollars  dues  and  chooses  to  pay  one  dollar  per  week  until 
the  whole  is  satisfied,  we  can  see  no  good  reason  why  he  should  be 
refused  such  permission  without  the  consent  of  the  Lodge.  Alabama 
may  have  some  local  regulation  on  the  subject,  but  the  principle  we 
think  is  wrong.  The  truth  is,  no  Lodge  ought  to  allow  any  member 
to  got  in  arrears  two  years,  and  thereby  sul)ject  him  to  such  incon- 
venience as  to  compel  him  to  ask  permission  of  the  Lodge  for  the 
privilege  of  making  partial  payments. 

LOUISIANA. 

The  Seventy-first  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  12th  of  February,  1883,  Wm.  Ritchie  \\Tiittaker,  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  and  representatives  from  58  chartered  Lodges  being  present. 
One  hundred  and  thirty  Lodges  are  borne  upon  the  roll,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  4,382,  there  having  been  a  loss  during  the  year  of  118. 

In  relation  to  the  joint  occupancy  of  halls  by  Lodges  and  other 
bodies  not  masonic  we  think  the  views  expressed  by  thl^  Grand  Mas- 
ter in  his  address  eminently  sensible  and  apt : 

('annot  Lodges  be  safely  entrusted  ^ith  the  management  of  this 
subject?  It  appears  to  me  that  in  any  matter  of  this  character, 
affec^ting  the  in<lividual  Lodge  alone,  the  principle  of  local  self- 
government,  home  rule,  might,  with  propriety,  be  allowad  to  prevail. 
A  rigid  rule,  universal  in  eflfect,  may  suit  very  well  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  but  in  isolatted  instances  may  prove  a  serious  inconvenience 
or  hardship.  The  remedy  is,  of  course,  found  in  an  appliojition  to 
the  (Jrand  Master;  but  this  involves,  in  the  case  under  consideration, 
so  many  exercises  of  the  dispensing  power,  as  almost  to  nullify  the 
law.  The  judgments  of  Grand  Masters  are  pretty  fallible.  Justice 
is  not  certain  to  be  found  when  sought.  The  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
beconie.s  less  venemted  by  its  fretjuent  suspension,  and  prerogatives 
are  usually  more  to  be  admired  in  the  abstract  than  in  their  exerci««e. 
Tlie  Lodges  have  inherent  rights,  more  important  than  this,  of  de- 
ciding who  may  enter  their  rooms  when  there  is  no  Masonic  work 
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there,  rights  that  Grand  Lodges  cannot  disturb  while  the  Lodge  ex- 
ists. The  Constitution  of  our  Order,  the  very  body  of  Masonry, 
recognizes  these  rights,  and  the  fitness  of  the  brotherhood  to  enjoy 
their  exercise. 

If  in  our  Lodge  rooms  we  may  pass  on  more  important  matters 
with  absolute  independence,  is  it  too  much  to  ask  that  it  be  left  to 
each  Lodge — to  the  intelligence,  the  reverence  for  Masonry,  the  sense 
of  propriety,  of  its  members — to  settle  for  itself  this  question  of  joint 
occupancy,  without  any  interference  from  any  quarter? 

Whereupon  he  recommends  the  repeal  of  all  laws  upon  the  subject. 
We  like  the  following  action.    It  is  a  return  to  the  ways  of 'our 
fathers : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter,  each  delegate  or  representative  from  a 
Lodge  and  District  Depnty  Grand  Master,  when  in  attendance  on 
Grand  Lodge,  shall  be  required  to  wear  the  jewel  of  the  office  which 
he  represents,  and  that  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  are  requested 
to  wear  in  addition,  jewels  of  past  rank,  appertaining  to  Craft  Mason- 
ry ;  and  honorary  jewels  appertaining  to  any  body  of  Masonry  recog- 
nized by  this  Grand  Lodge,  are  permitted  to  be  worn. 

A  wonderful  amount  of  good  has  heretofore  beeii  done  by  Louisiana 
Belief  Lodge,  but  the  report  in  these  proceedings  evinces  that  the 
Lodges  are  becoming  "weary  in  well  doing,"  for  without  the  Grand 
Lodge  donation  and  the  overflow  fund  this  beneficent  institution 
would  have  been  powerless  for  good. 

James  L.  Lobdell,  Grand  Master;  J.  0.  Batohelor,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  John  G.  Fleming  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  giv- 
ing Alabama  for  1881  sufficient  notice.  He  thinks  the  position  taken 
by  Grand  Master  Tompkins  in  his  9th  ruling  <^wrong  in  theory,  wrong 
in  principle,"  and  would  never  be  generally  accepted,  or  generally 
permitted,  and  should  not  be  even  permitted  at  all  without  dispen- 
sations." 

The  ruling  objected  to  is  as  follows  :  ''A  dimitted  Mason  reeiding 
in  one  jurisdiction,  may  apply  to  and  affiliate  with  a  Lodge  in  another, 
and  is  not  required  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Lodge  in  whose  juris- 
diction he  resides  before  doing  so.  A  dimitted  Mason  residing  in 
this  State  may  affiliate  with  a  Lodge  in  Georgia." 

To  which  he  says  : 

That  may  be  very  well,  so  far  as  Alabama  is  concerned  ;  but  what 
Would  Georgia,  or  any  other  neighboring  jurisdiction,  have  to  say 
about  unaffiliated  Alabama  Masons  crossing  jurisdictional  lines,  to 
reinstate  themselves  in  membership  in  the  Fraternity? 

We  do  not  agree  with  him,  but  feel  no  disposition  other  than  to  give  the 
information  to  our  brethren.  We  think  him  altogether  correct  in  his 
commentary  on  the  opinion  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence, 
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which  was  that  a  (limit  should  be  granted  upon  application,  provided 
the  brother  was  dear  on  the  books,  and  his  dimission  would  not  '*re- 
dnce  the  membership  below  the  constitutional  number,"  &c.  He 
thus  gives  utterance : 

The  condition  of  the  Lodge  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  s 
brother's  right  to  dimit,  any  more  than  it  has  with  his  right  to  leave 
its  jurisdiction  or  die  when  his  time  comes.  It  may  not  be  unmasonic 
to  wish  him  to  retain  his  membership  and  continue  his  services,  or  to 
ask  him  to  do  so,  but  it  is  unwise  and  unmasonic,  both,  to  enact  laws 
intended  to  compel  him  to  do  so.  If  the  brother  seeking  the  dimit 
was  one  of  only  seven  members  of  a  Lodge,  how  could  the  remaining 
six  work  without  his  presence,  or  how  can  his  attendance  be  enforced? 
It  is  better  that  a  Lodge  should  demise  than  that  its  existence  be 
maintained  by  coercion,  and  the  depriving  of  a  brother  or  brethren 
of  his  or  their  rights. 

We  also  agree  with  him  in  thinking  our  Grand  Lodge  acted  some* 
what  hastily  in  giving  recognition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South 
Wales.  In  all  such  cases  it  is  wdl  to  remember  the  adage  of  the 
Latins,  **f€8iina  lenie,"  and  act  accordingly.  His  views  and  his  rea* 
sons  therefore  are  given  at  some  length  and  we  would  have  copied 
them  but  space  forbid». 

MAINE. 

« 

We  take  up  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  with  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure  always,  because  we  know  that  we,  shall  find  a  great  deal 
to  admire,  and  indeed  but  little  to  condemn.  The  pamphlet  before 
us  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  Bixty-fourth  Annual  Communica'- 
tion  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  May  1,  1883,  under  the  guidance 
of  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Marquis  F.  King,  with  representatives  from 
168  Lodges,  the  entire  number  of  Lodges  being  181.  The  member^ 
ship  numbers  19,469,  or  an  average  of  107  to  the  Lodge,  Our  Maine 
brethren  must  love  Masonry  more  than  it  is  beloved  among  us,  and 
by  not  multiplying  Lodges,  but  strengthening  each  Lodge  in  mem- 
bership, how  much  more  able  are  they  to  do  good.  Tlie  increase 
during  the  year  was  411. 

We  are  a  little  suprised  to  find  the  Grand  Master  limiting  the  Ma- 
sonic  year  to  twelve  moons,  when  it  is  pretty  well  known  that  in  each 
year  there  are  thirteen  moons,  and  a  little  still  to  spare. 

We  congratulate  the  Grand  Master  and  the  brethren  of  Maine  on 
the  hundsome  showing  made  of  the  Order  in  the  Grand  Master's 
address  following  : 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  returns  have  been  received  from  every 
lodge.     These  show  that  eight  hundred  and  five  have  been  initiated^ 
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an  incrense  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  oyer  last  year ;  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  have  been  reinstated,  an  increase  of  thirty- 
eight.  The  visitH  of  the  angel  of  death  have  been  unusually  frequent 
during  the  year — two  hundred  and  sixty-five  ;  one  of  each  seventy- 
two  has  been  transferred  to  the  celestial  lodge.  Our  present  mem- 
bership is  (19,469)  nineteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  a 
^n  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight.  Maine  stixnds  first  of  all 
inrisdictions  in  the  world  in  the  proportion  of  masons  to  population. 
In  a  table  published  in  the  Beoort  on  Correspondence  of  our  Grand 
Gommandery  in  1881,  it  was  shown  that,  taking  the  last  census  of 
white  population,  three  per  cent,  were  Masons.  Nevada  came  next 
with  2|.  Vermont  followed  with  2^,  the  District  of  Ck)lumbia  and 
Connecticut  with  2f,  New  Hampshire  with  2\^  Montana  with  2ji,  Mis- 
sissippi with  2  per  cent.,  etc.  Now  that  we  are  once  more  advancing 
we  can  feel  assured  that  we  shall  still,  in  Masonry,  do  honor  to  our 
State  motto,  ''Dirigor 

We  do  not  think  we  have  ever  met  a  more  practical  or  better  ad- 
dress than  that  of  Grand  Master  King.  It  is  full  of  instruction, 
kindly  given,  and  closes  thus  : 

The  sun  of  my  official  career  is  in  the  west  and  rapidly  sinking  to- 
wards the  horizon,  and  you  turn  your  faces  to  welcome  the  dawn  of 
a  new  day.  May  he  on  whom  your  choice  shall  fall,  as  my  successor, 
bring  to  Uie  fulfillment  of  his  honorable  trust  all  needed  wisdom  and 
fidelity.  May  the  sun  of  his  official  course  rise  with  fairest  promise 
on  our  beloved  institution,  and  may  it  pursue  its  way  through  an  un- 
clouded sky.  ''Therefore,  brethren,  stand  fast,  and  hold  the  tradi- 
tion which  ye  have  been  taught,  be  at  peace  among  yourselves,  warn 
them  that  are  unruly,  comfort  the  feeble-minded,  support  the  weak, 
be  patient  toward  aU  men."  "  See  that  none  render  evil  for  evil  unto 
any  man,  but  ever  follow  that  which  is  good  both  among  yourselves 
and  all  men.  If  there  come  any  unto  you  and  bring  not  this  doctrine, 
receive  him  not  into  you  house." 

"Now  the  Lord  of  peace  himself  give  you  peace  always  by  all 
means." 

We  find  the  Grand  Lodge  so  amended  its  constitution  as  to  limit 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge  over  a  rejected  applicant  to  five  years. 
We  think  some  limit  ought  to  be  established  and  that  the  jurisdiction 
should  not  be  perpetual  as  it  is  here. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  and  we  suppose  means  that 
every  visitor  must  present  a  diploma,  or  he  will  not  be  examined.  If 
this  be  so,  why  ?  We  had  always  been  taught  that  we  might  ascertain 
who  should  be  admitted  by  due  examination,  strict  trial,  or  lawful 
information,  nor  have  we  ourself  ever  thought  that  we  would  have 
been  denied  even  an  examination  because  we  had  not  carried  our 
diploma  along  with  us  : 

Resolced,  That  the  Master  of  any  Lodge  may  require  of  any  person, 
who  may  wish  to  be  examined  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  such  Lodge, 
a  voucher  under  seal,  that  sqoh  person  had  been  initiate  in  a  regular 


102  APPENDIX,  [1883, 

Lodge :  and  Masters  are  injoined  not  to  allow  any  person  to  visit 
their  respective  Lodges  without  being  vouched  for  by  some  well 
known  brother  present,  or  being  found  by  strict  examination  to  be  a 
Mason  in  good  standing. 

Brother  Wm.  K.  G.  Estes  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Ira 
Berry  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  consisting  of  Brothers  Josiah 
H.  Drummond,  Edward  P.  Bumham  and  Stephen  Berry,  made  a  very 
elaborate  report  on  the  several  proceedings  reviewed,  and  among  them 
we  find  those  of  Alabama  for  1882.  Of  our  remarks  under  California, 
last  year,  in  relation  to  her  effort  to  set  in  motion  a  plan  for  a  widows 
and  orphans  home,  wherein  we  spoke  of  an  annual  contribution 
from  each  member  of  $5,  the  committee  says  : 

Five  dollars  a  year  for  each  member  is  theoretically  a  small  sum  : 
and  vet  experience  shows  that  a  per  capUa  tax  of  one  dollar  a  year 
for  charitable  purposes  has  come  near  disrupting  a  Grand  Lodge.  The 
project  of  our  Alabama  brethren  is  a  most  highly  commendable  one  ; 
but  we  trust  that  they  have  learned  wisdom  from  the  experience  of 
others,  and  will  not  embark  in  the  actual  enterprise  upon  anticipated 
revenues,  but  will  have  the  money  in  hand  before  they  begin  to  ex- 
pend it. 

We  did  not  propose  to  start  so  gigantic  an  enterprise  on  this  basis, 
we  only  wished  our  brethren  to  see  if  all  would  but  put  themselves 
to  work  in  that  direction  how  readily  it  could  be  accomplished.  For 
ourself  we  do  not  think  that  any  practicable  scheme  can  be  devised 
for  Alabama.  There  is  not  enough  willingness  in  the  individual 
members  of  the  fraternity  to  sacrifice  for  the  future,  and  for  the  fu- 
ture we  must  work  if  in  this  matter  we  work  at  all. 

Not  having  received  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scot- 
land, though  we  have  those  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  we  avail  ourselves 
of  Bro.  Drummond's  review  of  Scotland  to  copy  in  relation  to  New 
South  Wales  the  following  from  the  proceedings  of  that  Grand  Lodge. 

**  Grand  Secretary  submitted  several  communications  from  the  Dis- 
trict Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  embracing  a  series  of  elabor- 
ately prepared  statistics  of  the  Scottish  Craft  in  that  Colony  by  the 
District  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  William  Higstrim.  At  the  Annual 
Communication,  held  at  Sydney  on  25th  July, — Brother  Dr.  William 
G.  Sedgwick,  District  Grand  Master,  presiding,— the  District  Grand 
Committee  reported :  *  Communications  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland  were  submitted,  and  read  with  marks  of  approval,  and  the 
comment  was  passed  that  too  much  praise  could  not  be  accorded  to 
the  Right  Worshipful  the  Grand  Secretary  of  Scotland,  for  his  cour- 
teousness  and  promptitude  in  attending  to  reciuirements  where  this 
District  is  concerned,  was  met  with  hearty  acclamation.'  Under  re- 
port by  the  District  Grand  Secretary,  the  foUowin^c  information  is 
given  :     '  The  progrees  of  the  Constitution  during  the  past  year  has, 
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in  every  respect,  been  one  of  advancement,  thus  clearly  and  unmis- 
takably proving  that  lawful  Freemasonry,  as  practiced  under  the 
Warrants  of  the  Grand  Dodge  of  Scotland,  is  still  progressing.  Wo 
are  satisfied  with  substantial  recognition  throughout  the  world  as 
masons  of  lawful  standing,  leaving  others  to  be  satisfied  with  a  less 
extended  recognition.  Our  lodges,  I  am  proud  to  say,  are  thoroughly 
loyal  to  the  parent  stem  from  which  their  existence  is  drawn,  and  are 
working  with  a  will  to  disseminate  the  precepts  of  the  Order,  as  laid 
down  from  time  immemorial,  to  those  who  are  found  worthy  to  enter 
oar  port>al8,  and  this  without  having  recourse  to  proselytism  in  any 
shape  or  form  whatever,  to  further  the  interest  of  what  has  stood  the 
test  of  time,  since  the  first  formation  of  the  Scottish  Craft  in  this 
District^  in  1851,  when  the  Mother  Lodge,  St.  Andrew,  No.  358,  Mas 
erected,  and  the  ordeal  that  we  have  been  called  upon  to  pass  through 
and  the  varying  fortunes  attendant  thereon,  have  been  fully  overcome, 
as  ever  is  the  case  where  truth  is  concerned.  It  has  been  freely  as- 
serted by  some,  who  are  far  from  being  masonicaily  in  the  right  path, 
that  ours,  as  well  as  the  Constitutions  of  England  and  Ireland,  must 
collapse.  But  until  an  Australian  Grand  Lodge  be  erected,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  we  do  not  intend  to  recog- 
nize any  other  so-called  Australian  Grand  Lodge.  Our  views  upon 
this  matter  have  been  fully  endorsed  by  the  most  eminent  masonic 
authorities  of  the  day.  While  doing  so,  we  hold  out  the  fraternjd 
hand  of  fellowship  to  those  who  have  remained  unshaken  in  their 
fealty,  and  firm  in  principle  to  the  precepts  they  promised  to  uphold 
when  received  into  the  order  '  At  date,  June  30th,  thirty-one  lodges, 
with  a  subscribing  membership  numbering  1172,  including  114  Past 
Masters,  were  working  under  tne  Scottish  Constitution,  and  upwards 
of  £1200  stood  at  the  credit  of  District  Grand  Lod^o.  Grand  Secre- 
tary said  that  since  the  publication  of  th^  proceedings  under  notice, 
the  Lodge  Woolloomooloo  No.  386,  had  been  re-opened,  and  that  with 
a  new  lodge  (Midlothian,  Sydney),  erected  under  dispensation,  there 
were  at  present  thirty-three  Scotch  lodges  in  active  operation  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  District  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales." 

This  we  do  because  we  have  already  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  South  Wales,  and  we  should  know  not  only  what  that  Grand 
Lodge  is  doing,  but  what  also  other  Grand  Bodies,  which  are  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  brethren  there,  are  doing. 

Under  Kentucky  we  find  his  views  in  relation  to  a  ballot  for  all  the 
degrees  at  once,  instead  of  a  separate  ballot  for  each  degree.  Here 
we  have  the  latter  method  <*and  it  works  well :" 

We  do  not  agree  :  first,  because  we  have  had  the  one  ballot  system 
some  twenty-five  years,  and  it  works  well:  second^  we  do  agree  with 
the  opinion  of  Bro.  Morris,  for  when  a  candidate  petitions,  he  asks 
for  the  degrees  in  the  gift  of  the  Lodge,  and  not  merely  for  the  first 
degree,  and  if  he  supposed  he  would  get  only  that  degree,  he  would 
not  petition  at  all.  Indeed,  he  probably  does  not  have  a  clear  appre- 
hension of  degrees:  or,  if  he  does,  he  considers  them  only  as  steps  by 
which  he  arrives  at  the  goal  he  seeks.  Therefore,  when  we  ballot  on 
his  petition,  we  ballot  upon  the  whole  proposition  containe«l  or  im- 
plied in  it.     It  can  not  be  justly  compared  with  his  advancing  to  the 
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Chapter;  a  Lodge  which  would  accept  a  candidate  only  to  give  him 
one  degree  would  perpetrate  a  gross  frand  upon  him.  If,  after  he 
has  been  received,  it  tnms  out  that  he  is  not  capable  of  promotion, 
that  is  quite  another  thing  :  it  is  his  own  fault  or  misfortune,  and  not 
that  of  the  Lodge. 

We  copy  from  the  conclusion  what  must  be  both  painful  and  pleas- 
ant to  all  good  Masons  : 

From  our  Table  of  Statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  (as  we  predicted 
last  year)  the  lowest  ebb,  so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned,  has  been 
reached,  and  that  we  have  made  a  handsome  increase.  This  is  cause 
for  rejoicing,  but  still  our  joy  is  lessened  by  the  recollection  that  an 
iurmy  of  nearly  fifteen  thousand  has  marched  out  of  our  camp  through 
the  gate  of  **suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues:"  the  only  consola- 
tion we  have  in  this  aspect  of  the  case  is  that  the  size  of  this  detach- 
ment carried  out  by  discretion  (in  many  cases  enforced^  we  have  no 
doubt)  is  less  than  it  has  been  for  many  years. 

MANITOBA. 

At  the  Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
far  off  portion  of  our  continent,  M.  W.  Bro.  John  Hoadly  Bell,  Grand 
Master,  presided.  It  was  held  on  the  14th  day  of  February,  1883.  At 
it  were  present  representatives  from  14  of  the  15  Lodges  then  in  esse; 
seven  which  had  been  working  U.  D.  were  chartered  at  this  session. 
Twenty-two  Lodges  comprise  the  jurisdiction,  having  a  membership 
of  778;  the  gain  during  the  year  being  96. 

The  (hand  Lodge  had  convened  at  an  earlier  period  for  the  pur- 
pose of  laying  the  comer  stone  of  a  county  building,  and  in  the 
Grand  Master*s  address  on  that  occasion,  we  find  the  following  : 

Ladies  :  You  are  not  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  Masonry:  your 
sacred  rights  are  acknowledged  and  recognized  before  our  altars;  let 
me  assure  you,  my  fair  hearers,  that  you  are  to  a  considerable  extent 
participants  in  the  beneficent  and  guardian  care  of  the  Fraternity . 
The  brotherhood  bears  a  shield  for  your  virtues  and  a  bountiful  hand 
to  relieve  your  necessities.     All  that  is  noble  and  grand  in  character, 

Eure  and  gentle  in  passion  of  the  sterner  sex,  is  pledged  to  woman's 
onor  and  purity,  whether  she  be  wife,  daughter,  mother,  or  sister  of 
a  brother. 

Of  the  prospects  of  that  distant  region,  which  we  of  the  almost 
tropical  South  have  recently  been  wont  to  regard  as  a  region  of  cold 
and  frost  and  snow,  too  severe  for  human  residence.  Grand  Master 
Bell  says  : 

The  dawning  year  cheers  us,  not  so  much  by  the  fruits  of  the 
present,  as  by  the  promises  of  the  future.  Here,  at  the  gateway  of 
the  almost  measureless  North-west,  we  feel  that  we  stand  beside  the 
cradle  of  a  great  nation.     That  we  dwell  very  near  to  what  is  yet  to 
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be  the  heart  of  the  great  Dominion.  That  on  the  edge  of  the  vast 
fertile  prairies  we  look  out  on  the  future  wheat  granary  of  the  world. 
That  in  our  railway  systems  and  magnificent  water  stretohes  we  hold 
vrhat  will  become  the  great  highway  of  travel  and  commerce  between 
ocean  and  ocean.  To  the  east  and  north  and  west  of  us  timber  limits 
of  Tast  importance,  mines  of  gold  and  silver  of  yet  but  faintly  im- 
agined richness,  and  to  the  west  great  coal  fields  of  immense  value, 
with  these  almost  unlimited  fields  on  every  side,  brethren  it  is  for 
each  and  every  one  of  us  to  ''act  well  his  part." 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  interest,  save  in  one  particular.  You 
will  recollect  that  we  mentioned  last  yaer  the  fact  that  this  Grand 
Lodge  had  granted  a  dispensation  for  the  establishment  of  a  Lodge 
in  Africa  at  Tangier.  This,  in  oc»nsequence  of  the  super-serviceable- 
Dees  of  the  agent  of  the  Grand  Lodge  became  a  source  of  trouble — 
but  happily  the  Grand  Master  was  firm  and  decided,  and  being  fully 
sustained  by  his  Grand  Lodge,  the  probabilities  are  now  great  that 
the  difficulties  growing  out  of  it  will  speedily  be  removed. 

Brother  Bell  was  again  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  H.  D.  P. 
LeCappellain  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

MARYLAND. 

On  the  2l8t  November,  1882,  the  Ninety-Sixth  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  wtis  opened  in  ample  form  by 
Grand  Master  John  S.  Tyson.  Soventy-six  Lodges  were  represented. 
Total  number  of  active  masons,  4,655;  loss  during  the  year,  about  75. 

The  Grand  Master,  however,  sees  an  active  revival  of  interest  in 
masonry  in  the  jurisdiction,  and  the  Grand  Inspectors  report  the 
same.     Of  masonry,  the  Grand  Master  beautifully  says  : 

When  we  trace  our  lineage  through  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, through  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  to  those  remote  ages 
when  our  operative  brethren,  linked  together  by  the  same  ties  that 
bind  us,  and  by  one  common  avocation,  reared  those  magnificent 
works  of  architecture  which  have  been  the  admiration  of  every  age — 
when  we  thus  trace  the  course  of  Freemasonry,  from  the  dim  vista 
of  remote  antiquity,  through  a  succession  of  centuries  to  the  present 
time,  we  can  only  compare  it  to  a  mighty  river,  having  its  source  hid- 
den amid  the  mountain  lakes  and  cloud-capped  peaks  of  some  un- 
known country,  running  through  many  lands,  fertilizing  and  giving 
Ufe  to  them — ever  the  same  river— but  whose  waters  are  ever  chang- 
ing, even  as  we  who  compose  this  Grand  Lodge  are  ever  passing  away 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  still  remains. 

Reflecting  upon  the  persecutions  and  trials  to  which  our  Fraternity 
in  past  ages  has  been  subjected,  both  from  church  and  state,  and  the 
prejudices  that  have  been  excited  against  it  in  modern  times  by  un- 
reasoning fanatics  and  demagogues,  and  that  Freemasonry,  notwith- 
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standing,  has  still  snrvived— when  we  consider  the  long  line  of  illus- 
trions  men  who  have  been  attached  to  its  principles  and  zealous  in 
its  service,  and  that  it  nnmbers  among  its  adherents  the  king  and  the 
peasant,  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  learned  and 
the  unlearned,  men  of  all  trades  and  occupations,  of  all  countries  and 
of  all  political  and  religious  creeds— we  can  not  avoid  the  conclusion 
that  Freemasonry  has  some  reason  for  its  being— that  it  meets  and 
gratifies  some  want  in  human  nature. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  entirely  of  a  local  character. 
The  comer  stone  of  the  new  post-office  was  laid  with  appropriate 
ceremonies,  and  an  address  delivered  by  Brother  John  B.  Latrobe, 
which,  however,  was  very  largely  historic. 

John  S.  Tyson,  Grand  Master;  Jacob  H.  Medairy,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  correspondence  report. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  holds  its  communications  semi- 
annually and  the  proceedings  before  us  are  for  the  one  hundred  and 
ninety-third,  held  on  the  8th  of  May,  1883,  with  Grand  Master  John 
S.  Tyson  in  the  east,  with  representatives  from  73  Lodges.  We  can- 
not ascertain  whether  the  numbers  are  increasing  or  diminishing. 
The  recapitulation  shows  4,841  as  the  number  of  Master  Masons  on 
the  rolls.  The  withdrawals  appear  to  be  as  last  year,  greater  than 
those  who  are  passed,  and  are  10  greater  than  the  affiliations —and 
the  Grand  Master  appears  to  be  in  as  much  doubt  as  ourself,  for  he 
says  of  the  Craft : 

From  my  own  observation,  and  from  reliable  information,  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  the  Lodges  generally  in  this  city  are  in  a  healthy  and  pros- 
perous condition.  The  attendance  has  increased,  as  also  the  amount 
of  work  done.  I  much  regret  that  I  can  give  you  no  information  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  out  of  this  city,  except  to  say  (and  no 
news  is  good  news,)  that  nothing  detrimental' to  the  generaf  interests 
of  Masonry  in  this  State  has  come  to  my  knowlenge. 

We  find  the  Grand  Master  denouncing  as  in  bad  taste  publishing 
to  the  world  by  advertisements  in  the  papers,  of  the  work  a  Lodge  is 
doing,  and  we  are  pleased  to  see  him  giving  utterance  to  sentiments 
on  this  subject  that  should  entitle  him  to  the  admiration  of  the 
brethren  everywhere,  who  are  imbued  with  the  true  masonic  spirit. 

There  is  a  very  large  debt  overhanging  the  Grand  Lodge  for  build- 
ing its  Masonic  Temple.  Is  it  not  far  better  to  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  our  ancient  brethren  and  meet  in  lowly  halls,  and  be  free  from  the 
hajnpering  of  a  heavy  debt,  than  which  nothing  destroys  the  efficiency 
of  the  Order  more. 

Both,  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  South  Wales  and  Arizona,  were 
recognized  at  this  communication. 
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Brother  Tyson  remains  Grand  Master,  there  being  no  election  at 
this  session,  and  Brother  John  H.  Medairy  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Ferdinand  J.  S.  Gorgas,  M.  D.,  made  the  report  on  cor- 
respondence. These  doctors  write  usually  very  trenchent  reports, 
vide  those  of  onr  friend  now  deceased  of  new  Jersey,  and  formerly  one 
of  Indiana,  and  Blackshear  of  Georgia.  Spare  us,  ye  cutting  breth- 
ren!   We  thank' him,  however,  for  his  kind  greeting  of  ourself. 

From  these  proceedings  we  ascertain  what  is  spoken  of  as  the 
Massachusetts  departure.  When  reviewing  Massachusetts  we  over- 
looked this  action,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding  us  then  must 
plead  for  us.  But  we  give  below  the  resolutions  of  that  Grand  Body 
for  amendments  to  the  constitution,  with  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee to  which  they  were  referred,  which  reported  at  the  next  com- 
munication : 

That  the  liability  of  loss  to  the  brethren,  in  mere  money,  is  so  great, 
he  felt  compelled,  on  this  account  alone,  to  give  them  this  informa- 
tion«  as  a  word  in  season  for  their  protection  ;  but  especially  because 
many  of  the  most  zealous  brethren  are  Uable  io  be  deceived  and 
caught  by  these  specious  pretenders,  and  so  becoming  unwarily  the 
instniments  of  introducing  into  our  councils  discord  and  dissensions. 

He  particularly  cautioned  the  younger  brethren  to  guard  against 
being  placed  in  a  false  position,  and  to  withdraw  their  countenance 
from  all  pretences  to  the  selling  or  giving  away  of  so-called  Masonic 
mysteries  ;  for  the  clandestine  Masonry  haw\ed  about  in  the  market- 
places, however  sweet  it  may  seem  in  the  taking,  will  be  sure  to  dis- 
gust in  the  end.  The  older  brethren,  remembering  the  unhappy 
state  of  feeling  which  existed  eighteen  years  ago,  from  divisions  in 
the  Fraternity,  will,  of  aU  things,  deprecate  any  repetition  of  such 
an  experience,  and  will  recognize  the  imperative  necessity  of  ward- 
ing off  this  theatened  attack  upon  the  harmony  and  dignity  of  our 
beloved  Institution.  ' 

He  further  stated  that  he  did  not  believe  that  any  brother,  who 
had  lately  entered  into  these  spurious  organizations,  had  done  so 
from  any  lack  of  fidelity  to  Masonry,  or  with  any  thought  of  the  in- 
congruity of  the  relations  it  would  occasion  ;  for  the  spirit  that  im- 
pelled the  traffic  would  not  be  generally  understood,  nor  its  unhappy 
results  fully  realized,  until  the  mischief  had  been  done. 

Whereupon  the  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution  were 
prepared  : 

''Whereas  this  Grand  Lodge  recognizes  no  degrees  in  Masonry  ex- 
cept those  conferred  under  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
the  various  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States  and'^he  Gov- 
ernments throughout  the  world  ;  and  whereas  it  admits  the  following 
named  organizations  to  be  regular  and  duly  constituted  Masonic 
Bodies,  namely : 

'*  The  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  United  States ; 
The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  the  several  States  and  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  and  other  bodies 
mider  their  jurisdictions  ;  The  General  Grand  Council  of  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  of  the  United  States  ;  The  Grand  Councils  of  Boyal 
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and  Select  Masters  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Gooncils  under  their  jurisdiction  ;  The  Grand  En- 
campiuent  of  the  United  States  ;  The  Grand  Gommanderies  of  the 
several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Gom- 
manderies under  their  jurisdiction ;  The  Supreme  Gouncils  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Kite  for  the  Northern  and  Southern 
jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  of  which  Henry  L.  Palmer  and  Albert 
Pike  are  M.  P.  Sov.  Grand  Commanders  respectively,  and  the  various 
bodies  under  their  jurisdiction. 

**  Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  any  Mason  who  is  ad- 
mitted in  this  jurisdiction,  into  any  other  Orders,  as  Masonic,  wheth- 
er called  the  Bite  of  Mempliis  or  by  any  other  name,  is  acting  nn- 
masonicolly,  and  for  such  conduct  shall  be  liable  to  be  expelled  from 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  and  shall  be  ineligble  for 
membership  or  office  in  this  Grand  Lodge. 

**  Any  Mason  in  this  jurisdiction  who  shall  hawk  or  sell  any  of  the 
degrees,  so-called,  herein  before  forbidden,  calling  them  degrees  in 
Masonry,  may  be  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Ma- 
sonry." 

This  amendment  to  the  Gonstitution,  the  Grand  Master  decided 
must  lay  over  until  the  next  meeting,  at  which  time  the  whole  subject 
matter  came  up  on  a  report  from  the  special  Gommittee,  who  reported 
as  follows  : 

'*I.  To  protect  the  bodies  of  the  Kite  recognized  as  regular  and  duly 
constituted  from  injury  or  invasion  fomented  in  or  proceeding  from 
this  jurisdiction,  and  for  this  purpose  to  protect  our  Lodges  from  be- 
coming forums  whence  schisms,  rivalry  or  invasion  of  the  well  de- 
fined spheres  of  such  Masonic  organizations  shall  be  propagated  or 
recruited. 

"2.  To  prevent  our  Lodges  from  being  disturbed  or  distracted  by 
the  agitation  within  them  of  unfriendly  designs  against  re^lar  Ma- 
sonic institutions  existing  in'  recognized  friendly  relations  to  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

**  3.  To  protect  the  Lodges  from  the  entry  of  causes  of  dipcord 
and  contention  in  their  midst,  and  to  protect  the  Graftsmen  against 
impostors  and  imposition  attempted  in  the  name  and  disguise  of 
Masonry. 

**4i.  To  discourage  and  repress  unmasonic  conduct  towards  brother 
Masons,  and  to  preserve  the  just  and  upright  righteousness  of  the 
Freemasonry  practiced  in  Massachusetts. 

**  Who,  having  the  option  before  him,  would  prefer  to  subject  the 
strength  of  his  Lod^e  to  the  rending  force  of  faction  and  discord, 
rather  than  relieve  it  by  prudent  measures  of  such  strains  ?  Every 
member  living  in  this  State  of  the  regular  bodies  threatened  belongs 
to  some  one  of  our  Lodges.  The  schismatic,  rival  or  bogus  schemers 
depend  on  obtaining  recruits  from  our  Lodges  for  strength  and 
means  ;  here  they  carry  on  their  secret  work,  and  hence  the  distrac- 
tion falls  mainly  on  ou^r  Lodges  ;  here  friendships  are  in  danger;  here 
the  collision  will  take  place,  the  rage  be  engendered,  brother  be  set* 
against  brother,  and  harmony  of  Masonry  be  crushed  by  broil,  hatred 
and  faction.  This  is  no  imaginary  picture.  The  many  among  us  who 
recollect  the  strain  V)rought  upon  the  Lodges  iimny  years  ago  in  con- 
sequence of  a  division  in  one  of  the  regular  Masonic  bodies,  very 
happily  long  since  healed,  will  not  neglect  the  warnings  of  our  hon- 
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ored  Grand  Masters  against  tolerating  the  persistent  effort  to  create 
within  onr  Lodges  rival  and  hostile  camps. 

"  The  good  name  and  safety  of  Masonry  demands  that  the  Grand 
Lodge,  for  its  own  sake,  shall  stop  these  unseemly  and  unmasonic 
proceedings,  which  clearly  militate  against  its  own  peace  and  harmony. 

'*  The  policy  of  the  ancient  landmarks  exclndea  discussions  on  po- 
litics and  theolognr  from  Lodges,  in  order  to  promote  the  fraternal 
spirit  on  which  tne  cohesion  of  Freemasonry  has  since  rested.  Until 
it  can  be  shown  that  the  fraternal  spirit  has  ceased  to  be  desirable, 
this  Grand  Lodge  must  maintain  its  conservative  character,  and  with 
a  firm  and  vigorous  hand  suppress  conduct  that  threatens  its  co- 
hesion. 

**Yonr  committee,  therefore,  report  as  their  conclusion  that  there 
is  no  doubt  of =the  constitutional  power  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  con- 
trol the  intercourse  of  Freemasons  living  within  Itst  jurisdictions, 
with  any  professed  Masonic  body,  either  within  or  without  the  Juris- 
diction ;  nor  is  there  a  doubt  of  the  authority  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
in  its  discretion  to  recognize,  or  refuse  recognition  to,  or  even  to  de- 
clare clandestine  or  illegal,  any  organization  that  may  claim  to  be 
Masonic  in  its  character.  These  powers  have  been  too  often  exer- 
cised within  historical  periods  to  be  doubtful  now." 

The  thought  that  strikes  us  while  reading  these  amendments  is,  what 
right  has  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  any  State,  to  prescribe  to  its  members 
to  what  societies  they  may  attach  themselves  ?  What  can  or  should  a 
Grand  Lodge  masonically  know  of  any  of  them  ?  Do  ^lasons  in 
Massachusetts,  or  elsewhere,  because  they  have  taken  the  three  de- 
grees, thus  become  the  bondsmen  of  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge? 
Do  they  any  where  bind  themselves  any  further  than  as  to  what  per- 
tains to  those  degrees  ?  This  whole  matter  appears  to  us  to  be  an 
assertion  of  right  which  in  no  particular  belongs  to  a  Grand  Lodge. 
Shall  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  declare  that  we  shall  not  join  any 
society  but  of  its  selection,  and  are  we  then  bound  to  obey  ?  Breth- 
ren, this  is  truly  an  alarming  departure.  As  weU  might -we  allow  a 
decree  prohibiting  us  from  patronising  the  hotel  of  our  choice  to  be 
binding  as  this. 

The  amendments  were  adopted  with  only  28  negative  votes.  Now 
what  ?  Will  other  Grand  Lodges  follow  suit  ?  If  they  do  Massachu- 
setts will  have  tolled  the  bell  at  the  funeral  of  Masonry,  such  as  it 
lias  been  and  ought  to  be. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  was  held  on  the  13th  December,  1882. 
H.  W.  Brother  Samuel  Crocker  Lawrence,  Grand  Master,  presiding, 
and  representatives  from  62  Lodges  present.  Total  membership 
25,856,  with  a  gain  of  563,  excluding  that  in  China<    We  find  report^ 


110  APPENDIX.  [1883. 

ing  to  this  Grand  Lodge  one  in  Chili  and  one  in  China,  which,  to- 
geather,  initiated  18  during  the  year. 

One  cannot  read  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  without  feeling 
that  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  at  least,  the  brethren  are 
inspired  with  true  Masonic  feeling,  and  a  deep  love  for  the  institU' 
tion,  and  an  abiding  confidence  in  its  continued  usefulness.  Of  the 
condition  of  the  Craft  his  words  give  confidence,  and  throughout  is 
perceived  that  zeal  for  the  Order  which  should,  but  is  not  found  every- 
where. This  is  illustrated  in  a  single  paragraph  of  th^s  truly  admira- 
ble address,  which  we  copy  : 

In  closing  my  report  of  this  year's  transactions,  I  can  but  renew 
the  expression  of  my  satisfaction  at  the  present  happy  condition  of 
the  Fraternity  in  this  State.  I  rejoice  in  this  prosperity  all  the  more, 
because  I  believe  it  to  bo  founded  on  a  substantial  and  enduring  ba- 
sis. In  the  growing  respect  in  which  our  Institution  is  held  through- 
out the  laud,  in  its  increasing  usefulness,  and  in  the  high  character 
and  loyal  spirit  of  its  membership,  we  find  elements  of  strengh  which 
are  our  best  guaranties  for  the  future.  The  cloud  which  so  long 
rested  on  our  financial  prospects  is  nearly  dissipated.  The  debt, 
the  dimensions  of  which  once  appalled  us,  is  redocod  to  a  mere  shad- 
ow of  its  former  self,  —falling  away  since  my  last  report  from  $102,- 
410.82  to  $24,057.77.  What  better  proof  can  we  have  of  the  attach* 
ment  of  the  brethren  to  this  Institution  than  the  fact  that  they  have 
voluntarily  taxed  themselves  during  the  last  seventeen  years  to  the 
extent  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars  to  meet  the  demands, 
principle  and  interest,  of  the  Temple  debt  ?— and  a  good  part  of  this 
sum  was  contributed  during  times  of  the  severest  financial  pressure. 
All  honor  to  that  spirit  of  self-devotion  and  solf-sacrifice  which  has 
prompted  the  brethren  to  meet  thus  nobly  this  long-continued  strain 
upon  their  liberality  !  But,  great  as  has  been  the  sacrifice :  it  has  met 
with  a  full  recompense  ;  for  while  the  honor  of  the  fraternity  has 
been  kept  untarnished,  the  very  effort  to  remove  this  great  burden 
has  infused  a  fresh  life  and  activity  into  the  brotherhood,  and  has 
strengthened  the  bonds  of  a  common  sympathy  by  awakening  the 
sense  of  a  common  duty.  Let  us  not  forget,  brethren,  in  the  satis- 
faction of  the  present  hour,  that  we  have  fresh  incentives  to  Masonic 
effort.  It  should  be  a  labor  of  love  to  uh  to  add  new  victories  to  those 
which  our  beloved  Institution  has  already  achieved.  To  perfect  its 
discipline  and  work,  to  elevate  the  character  of  its  membership,  and 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  its  benign  activitit^s, — these  are  tniditional 
duties  ;  and  we  should  be  false,  indeed,  to  the  memories  of  the  past 
should  we  fall  short  in  our  performance  of  them. 

M.  W.  Brother  Samuel  C.  Lawrence,  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Sereno  D.  Nickerson,  Grand  Secretary,  as  well  as  the  other  officers  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  were  installed  at  the  stated  communication  held  on 
the  27th  December,  1882,  the  anniversary  of  St.  John,  the  Evangelist, 
when  also  the  Grand  Feast  is  had.  We  can  imagine  no  more  delight- 
ful or  improving  gathering  of  the  sages  in  Masonry  than  were  assem- 
bled there.     But  few  of  those  who  witnessed  the  pitiless  storm  thai 
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was  waged  against  Masonry  in  1831,  remain,  but  their  zeal  and  tone 
yet  aroase  the  lires  which  might  be  waning  in  the  breasts  of  their 
brethren.  With  leaven,  such  as  this,  we  are  at  no  loss  to  account  for 
the  interest  displayed  in  this  jurisdiction.  At  this  feast  numberless 
speeches  were  made  stimulating  in  their  effect,  and  one  by  our  vene- 
rable M.  W.  Brother  Rob.  Morris,  who  closed  with  his  beautiful 
poem,  which,  though  often  heretofore  published,  may  not  be  familiar 
to  our  brethren,  hence  we  copy  it : 

THE  LEVEIi  AND  THE  SQUABE. 

We  meet  upon  the  Level  and  we  part  upon  the  Squabs  : 
What  words  of  precious  meaning  those  words  Masonic  are  ! 
Come,  let  us  contemplate  them  !  they  are  worthy  of  a  thought ; 
In  the  very  walls  of  Masonry  the  sentiment  is  wrought. 

We  meet  upon  the  Level,  though  from  every  station  come, — 
Tlie  rich  man  from  hiK  palace,  and  the  poor  man  from  his  home  ; 
For  the  rich  must  leave  his  wealth  and  state  outside  the  Mason's  door, 
And  the  poor  man  finds  his  best  respect  upon  the  Checkered  Floor. 

We  act  upon  the  Plumb, — 'tis  the  order  of  our  Guide, — 

We  walk  upright  in  virtue's  way  and  lean  to  neither  side  ; 

The  All  8eeing-Eye  that  reads  our  hearts  doth  bear  us  witness  true. 

That  we  still  try  to  honor  God  and  give  each  man  his  due. 

We  part  upon  the  Squabe,  for  the  world  must  have  its  due  ; 
We  mingle  with  the  multitude,^  faithful  band  and  true  ; 
But  the  influence  of  our  gatherings  in  memory  is  green. 
And  wc  long  upon  the  Level  to  renew  the  happy  scene. 

There's  a  world  where  all  are  equal, — we  are  hurrying  towards  it  fast; 
We  shall  meet  upon  the  Level  there  when  the  gates  of  Death  are  passed; 
We  shall  stand  before  the  Orient,  and  our  Master  will  be  there, 
To  try  the  blocks  we  offer  with  his  own  unerring  SquaBe. 

We  shall  meet  upon  the  Level  there,  but  never  thence  depart  ; 
There's  a  Mansion, — 'tis  all  ready  for  each  trusting,  faithful  heart,—- 
There's  a  Mansion,  and  a  Welcome,  and  a  multitude  is  there. 
Who  have  met  upon  the  Level,  and  been  tried  upon  the  Squabe. 

Let  us  meet  upon  the  Level,  then,  while  laboring  patient  here  ; 
Le^  us  meet  and  let  us  labor,  though  the  labor  be  severe  ; 
Already  in  the  Western  Sky  the  signs  bid  us  prepare 
To  gather  up  our  Working  Tools  and  part  upon  the  Squabe. 

^ds  round,  ye  faithful  Brotherhood,  the  bright  fraternal  chain  ; 
We  part  upon  the  Squabe  below,  to  meet  in  Heaven  again  ! 
What  words  of  precious  meaning  those  words  Masonic  are, — 
We  meet  upon  the  Level  and  we  part  upon  the  Squabe  ! 

No  report  on  Ck>rrespondence. 
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MICHIGAN. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  held  on  January 
23d,  1883,  Brother  Alanson  Partridge  being  Grand  Master,  with  rep- 
resentatives from  341  Lodges.  There  are  347  active  Lodges  with  a 
total  membership  of  26,488,  there  having  been  a  gain  during  the 
year  of  657. 

The  Grand  Master  congratulates  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  fact  that 
**  undisturbed  harmony  prevails,'*  and  as  *'  a  consequence  there  has 
been  an  unusual  degree  of  prosperity,"  as  evinced  by  the  above  men- 
tioned gain  in  numbers. 

We  agree  with  his  rulings,  and  because  of  the  various  recent  claims 
for  reimbursement  of  expenses  in  behalf  of  a  needy  brother  which 
have  been  made,  we  copy  his  last  12th.  We  do  not  hesitate,  how- 
ever, to  state  that  it  is  thebounden  duty  of  any  brother  similarly  situ- 
ated as  the  instance  given,  to  return  the  money  so  advanced  for 
his  necessities,  if  at  any  future  period  he  should  find  himself  able,  if 
only  to  enable  the  Lodge  to  do  to  another  as  it  had  done  to  him  : 

12.  A  brother  from  a  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  finds  himself  in 
Navada  sick  and  destitute.  A  Lodge  in  the  locality  where  he  is  comes 
to  his  relief,  pays  his  doctor  and  board  bills,  then  furnishes  him  with 
money,  in  all  amounting  to  several  hundred  dollars,  which  enables 
him  to  return  to  his  home  in  Michigan.  The  Lodge  in  Nevada  brings 
a  daim  against  the  Lodge  to  whict^  the  brother  belongs  for  the 
amount  advanced  for  such  relief,  which  his  Lodge  refuses  to  pay,  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  unable  to  meet  such  expense  and  are  not 
liable  for  said  claims. 

Held,  That  the  Lodge  to  which  this  brother  belongs  is  not  liable  for 
this  claim.  The  question  of  aid  is  not  a  compulsory  on^ ;  each  Mason 
is  bound  to  give  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  no  more.  The  brethren 
of  Nevada  simply  performed  their  Masonic  duty. 

We  are  rejoiced  to  see  the  Committee  on  Appeals  enunciating  the 
following  truism,  to  be  sure,  but  the  abuse  is  still  of  frequent  occur- 
rence : 

The  man  who  uses  Masonry  to  help  him  in  his  business,  to  procure 
credit,  borrow  money,  and  get  endorsement  of  his  notes,  debases  the 
**  dignity  of  his  profession."  prostitutes  its  purposes,  and  is  unworthy 
of  Masonic  protection. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  Cuba,  and  also  that  of  Arizona, 
were  recognized.  The  recognition  of  Now  South  Wales  was  referred 
to  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  to  report  next  year. 

Six  new  Lodges  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

Brother  C.  F.  R.  Bellows,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Wm.  P.  Innes,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Brother  Innes  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  covering  304 
pages,  in  which  he  says  that  he  has  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  **  all 
the  American  Grand  Lodges,  nine  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and 
other  English  speaking,  as  also  a  short  synopsis  of  foreign  language 
speaking  Grand  Lodges.'* 

Alahama  for  1881  is  kindly  reviewed.  Brother  Innes  quotes  largely 
from  Grand  Master  Tompkins'  address,  and  has  some  kind  words  for 
our  lamented  predecessor.  The  report  contains  so  much  informa- 
tion touching  other  jurisdictions  that  our  brethren  in  Michigan,  if 
they  will  only  read  it,  will  know  how  the  Craft  are  prospering  uvery- 
where. 

MINNESOTA. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  9th  January,  1883,  Grand  Master  Henry  Benton,  pre- 
sided.   There  were  present  representatives  from  117  Lodges. 

We  have  no  method  of  determining  the  number  of  the  Lodges  in 
the  jurisdiction  from  the  copy  of  the  proceedings  before  us,  for  it 
contains  internal  and  patent  evidence  of  great  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  printer,  which  our  jolly  and  fat  friend,  Pierson,  the  Gtand 
Secretary,  should  have  discovered  in  reading  proof.  Nevertheless, 
we  are  able  to  state  that  136  made  returns — this  much  with  cer- 
tainty— yet  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  five  others  ought  to  be 
added.  The  number  of  members  reported  was  6,065,  with  a  gain 
daring  the  year  of  212. 

We  will  be  pardoned,  we  know,  for  quoting  the  1st  decision  of  the 
Grand  Master,  but  it  is  one  which  should  be  fully  understood  by  all 
brethren.  We  had  the  honor  of  having  been  placed  in  the  same 
responsible  position,  and  we  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  enun- 
ciate a  similar  rule  for  our  guidance,  else  every  set  of  idle  Masons 
meeting  at  a  cross-roads  store  would  so  hatch  up  useless  questions 
as  to  entirely  engross  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Grand  Master  : 

First. — The  Grand  Master  will  of  course,  in  his  discretion,  at  all 
times,  counsel  with,  advise  and  assist  all  Masons  applying  to  him  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  Masonry,  but  while  he  has  power  to  do  so,  he 
ought  never  to  give  an  official  opinion,  having  the  force  of  law,  ex- 
cept to  the  Master  of  a  Lodge,  or  upon  his  request.  The  Master 
should  in  all  things  give  all  needed  counsel  and  assistance  to  the 
Craft  within  his  jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Master  should  when  occa- 
sion requires  it,  advise  and  assist  him,  and  should  if  necessary  direct 
and  control  his  acts. 

The  work  of  the  Lodges  has  been  great,  and  the  finances  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  are  in  an  admirable  condition. 

(8) 
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The  Grand  Master  had  imbibed  the  new  and  progressive  doctrine 
that  a  Lodge  continued  a  Lodge  even  without  a  charted  if  one  had 
ever  been  in  its  poBsesBion,  but  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Jurisprudence  did 
not  look  through  the  same  spectacles,  so  they  made  the  following  re- 
port which,  though  not  completing  their  work,  yet  shows  that  they 
had  not  forgotten  what  was  taught  them  in  the  very  first  degree  of 
Masonry,  and  which  we  think  is  a  landmark,  that  a  charter  with  the 
three  great  lights  must  be  present  to  legalize  their  acts  : 

Your  committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  decisions  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  during  the  year^ 
have  had  under  consideration  the  following  decision  numbered — 

Second. — A  Lodge  whose  charter  has  been  destroyed  by  fire  (Car- 
nelian  Lodge  No.  40)  may  meet  and  work  in  the  absence  of  its  char- 
ter, the  fact  that  the  Lodge  has  been  regularly  chartered  by  compe- 
tent authority  is  not  changed  simply  because  the  best  evidence  of 
that  fact  has  been  destroyed.  Of  course  the  Lodge  will  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  apply  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  a  duplicate  of  its  charter 
as  it  should  not  be  without  that  evidence  in  its  Lodge-room  if  it  can 
be  avoided. 

But  after  deliberation  the  majority  of  your  committee,  pud  the  only 
members  in  attendance  at  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  find 
themselves  unable  to  agree,  and,  therefore,  ask  for  further  considera- 
tion, until  the  next  annual  communication  of  this  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge. 

We  are  pleased,  too,  with  the  following  provision  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  other  and  older  ones  might  weU  learn  a  lesson  from  this  : 

Resolved,  That  all  new  Lodges  in  the  future  as  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  their  receiving  their  charters,  provide  themselves  with  one  or 
nioro  copies  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Constitution,  and  with  one  copy  of 
the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  so  far  as  they  can  be  ob- 
tained, the  same  to  be  Lodge  property  and  always  kept  as  such  for 
the  use  of  its  officers  and  members,  and  the  G^nd  Secretary  is  in- 
structed not  to  deliver  the  charter  in  any  case  until  the  Lodge  has 
complied  as  provided. 

There  was  a  short  but  pithy  oration  by  Brother  Samuel  Adams, 
Grand  Orator  on  the  duties  of  the  hour.  In  this  he  itnpressed  upon 
the  brethren  the  necessity  and  value  of  action,  not  tl^eory,  and  illus- 
trated his  subject  in  a  yery  happy  manner,  closing  with  a  liitle  poem 
which  we  commend  to  all  : 


**  If  the  poor  man  pass  thy  door, 
Give  him  of  thy  bounteous  store. 
Give  him  food,  and  give  him  gold. 
Give  him  shelter  from  the  cold  ; 
Aid  him  his  lone  life  to  live, 
For  'tis  angel-like  to  give. 
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Though  world  riches  thou  hast  not, 
Give  to  him  of  poorer  lot ; 
Think  thee  of  the  widow's  mite, 
In  the  holy  Master's  sight, 
It  was  more,  a  thoasand-fold, 
Than  the  rioh  man's  hoard  of  gold. 

Give,  it  is  the  better  part. 
Give  to  him,  "  the  poor  in  heart," 
Give  of  love  in  large  degree, 
Give  of  hope  and  sympathy  ; 
Cheer  to  them  who  sigh  forlorn, 
Idght  to  him  whose  lamp  is  gonov 

Give  the  gray-haired  wanderer  room, 
Lead  him  gently  to  the  tomb. 
Let  him  not,  in  friendless  clime. 
Float  adown  the  tide  of  time  ; 
Hear  the  mother's  lonely  call. 
She,  the  nearest  one  of  aU. 

And  the  lost,  abandoned  one, 
In  thy  pathway  do  not  shun  ; 
Of  thy  kindness  she  hath  need. 
Bind  with  balm  the  bmised  reed  ( 
Give,  and  ^ifts  above  all  price, 
^aU  be  thine  in  Paradise." 

Brother  Burton  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  A  T.  G» 
Pierson,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Pierson  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  which,  of 
ooorse,  is  a  good  one,  Alabama  for  1881  being  among  the  proceedings 
reviewed. 

We  are  glad  to  find  so  good  an  authority  entinciating  onr  viewS) 
when  he  says  '<  that  any  well  informed  brother  has  a  right  to  ex-^ 
amine  any  one  claiming  to  be  a  Mason  at  any  time,  and  if  satisfied 
can  vouch  for  such  brother  to  another  or  in  the  Lodge."  Is  not  such 
voucher  **  lawful  information  ?" 

Well,  we  find  the  pamphlet  with  uncut  leaves  further  on,  and  we 
cannot  undertake  to  cut  them.    See  to  this  hereafter,  Bro.  Pierson. 

MIBSISSIPPL 

The  proceedings  of  the  Sixty-Fifth  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  held  on  the  14th  of  February,  1883,  are 
before  us,  which  communication  we  find  presided  over  by  Brother 
Frederic  L .  Speed,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  there  being  present  repre- 
sentatives  from  223  Lodges;  270  made  returns.  We  have  no  metiiod 
of  determining  the  total  membership  without  going  through  the  indi- 
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vidual  returns  of  Lodges,  for  which  we  have  not  the  time,  nor  can  we 
state  whether  the  membership  was  increased  or  diminished  during  the 
year. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  so  different  from  the  usual  ad- 
dresses, and  is  80  replete  with  good  things  that  are  as  appliciible  to 
Alabama  as  Mississippi,  that  we  know  our  brethren  will  pardon  us  for 
making  liberal  extracts  therefrom. 

It  opens  with  the  following,  and  we  particularly  direct  your  atten- 
tion, and  more  especially  the  attention  of  those  who  constitute  our 
Grand  Lodge,  to  his  remarks  on  hasty  and  inconsiderate  legislation : 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge : 

Suspending,  for  a  season,  the  ordinary  vocations  of  life,  we  have 
again  been  permitted  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  designs 
upon  the  trestle-board  whereby  the  Craft  may  pursue  their  labors. 
To  us,  as  the  Master  Workmen,  has  been  entrusted  the  important 
duty  of  laying  out  the  work  for  another  year.  What  has  been  done 
is,  perhaps,  of  less  importance  than  that  which  remains  to  be  accom- 
pUsned.  It  is  not  enough  that  we  have  wrought  a  task  in  the  quar- 
ries and  brought  up  our  work  for  inspection,  agreeably  to  the  designs 
laid  down  for  us  by  those  whom  we  have  succeeded  in  the  labor  of 
building  up  the  walls  of  our  Masonic  Temple,  for  having  reached  a 
stage  of  Masonic  preferment  when  it  has  been  allotted  to  us  to  design 
that  others  may  execute,  the  Graft  have  a  right  to  demand  that  the 
plans  we  shall  conceive  shall  correspond,  in  the  grandeur  and  breadth 
of  their  conception,  with  the  exalted  honors  which  we  enioy.  If  the 
high  dignities  and  sounding  titles  we  possess  be  our  only  qualifica- 
tions to  enlighten  the  Craft  and  the  world  in  respect  to  the  aims  and 
objects  of  Freemasonry,  we  shall  merit  the  denunciation  so  justly 
pronounced  against  those  who  assume  duties  they  are  not  qualified  to 
perform.  It  is  not  given  unto  all  of  us  to  accomplish  some  great  work, 
by  which  our  names  shall  be  perpetuated  after  we  are  dead,  but  there 
is  no  man  so  humble  or  so  devoid  of  talents,  that  he  may  not  accom- 
plish something  to  make  the  world  the  better  for  his  having  lived  in 
it,  and  to  impress 

''Foot-prints  on  the  sands  of  time,*' 

which  even,  although  they  may  be  effaced  by  the  first  rising  of  the 
tide,  shall,  while  they  remain,  mark  the  path  trod  in  the  performance 
of  duties  rendered,  not  unwillingly  and  solely  because  they  arc  duties, 
but  because  they  tend  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  noble  end,  and 
some  on^,  it  may  chance  to  be  a  stranger  and  an  ingrate,  is  to  be  ben- 
efitted thereby.  It  is  said  that  a  celebrated  Egyptologist  discovered 
a  tomb  of  the  god  Apis,  which  had  never  been  opened.  On  entering, 
he  says,  for  the  first  time,  he  beheld  distinctly  marked  on  the  delicate 
bed  of  sand  which  covered  the  soil,  the  impression  of  the  foot-prints 
of  the  workmen  who,  three  thousand  seven  hundred  years  ago,  had 
placed  the  image  of  the  god  on  his  couch  and  then  retired.  As  no 
one  knows,  or  cares  to  know,  the  names  of  the  workmen  who,  nearly 
forty  centuries  ago,  left  this,  the  only  record  of  their  existence,  so  it 
may  be  that  no  one  will  know,  or  care  to  know,  our  names;  but  it  is 
possible  for  us  to  accomplish,  in  the  few  years  which  are  allotted  to 
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ns  to  labor  in  the  Lodge  terrestrial,  that  which,  forty  centuries  hence, 
aye,  for  all  eternity,  will  work  for  good  or  evil,  and  thus  it  happens 
that  onr  deeds  are  of  more  importance  to  those  who  shall  come  after 
us  than  we  ourselves  are.  Men  seldom  pause  to  inquire  whose  hand 
traced  or  whbse  brain  inspired  a  statute  which  confers  a  benefit  or 
works  an  injury,  but  the  consequences  resulting  from  its  enactment 
make  the  law  itself  the  object  of  respect  or  denunciation.  What  we 
shall  do  here  this  year  may  be  undone  by  those  who  shall  stand  in  our 
places  another  year,  but  the  consequences  of  our  acts  are  for  all  time 
and  cannot  be  undone .  Thus  it  becomes  us  to  consider  well  the  re- 
sults which  are  to  follow  our  acts  and  judgments,  lest  we  inflict  an 
injury  where  we  intend  conferring  a  benefit,  or  render  a  ^'udgment 
which  shall  work  an  irreparable  wrong  where  we  design  administering 
impartial  and  exact  justice. 

Let  us,  my  brethren,  approach  the  labors  and  duties  which  have 
summoned  us  once  more  from  our  homes  to  assemble  in  Annual 
Grand  Communication,  with  that  degree  of  calm  deliberation  which 
Uieir  grave  importance  demands,  remembering  that  it  is  but  the  work 
of  a  moment  to  abrogate  a  law  or  usage  which  for  man^  years  has 
been  a  bulwark  of  safety  to  the  brotherhood,  and  to  set  up  in  its  place 
another,  which  at  best  may  prove  to  be  but  an  experiment  of  doubt- 
ful expediency.  I  am  led  to  endeavor  to  impress  these  considerations 
upon  your  minds  by  a  somewhat  protraotea  examination  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, made  with  a  view  to  reconciling  conflicting  legislations 
during  which  examination  I  was  more  than  once  struck  with  uie  some- 
what startling  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge,  without  apparently  giving 
to  the  matter  the  least  consideration,  has  at  one  Communication  en- 
acted a  law,  and  at  its  next  or  a  succeeding  Communication,  without 
apparently  taking  the  trouble  to  repeal  the  old  law,  has  adopted  a  de- 
cision or  a  report  in  direct  conflict  with  that  law,  and  it  has  even 
transpired  that  on  the  same  day  the  Grand  Master's  construction  of 
a  law  has  been  approved  and  the  Law  Committee's  opinion  diamet- 
rically opposed  thereto  has  also  been  adopted — thereby  producing  a 
state  of  confusion  which  is  neither  of  advantage  to  the  Craft  or  cred- 
itable to  it8  rulers. 

Viewed  from  the  exterior.  Freemasonry  presents  no  marked  excel- 
lencies which  are  not  possessed  in  common  with  numerous  other  As- 
sociations. To  the  profane,  it  is  simply  an  organization  which  pro- 
fesses to  practice  virtues  which  all  mankind  are  under  like  obligations 
to  perform,  but  to  those  who  have  entered  within  the  most  secret 
apartments  of  the  temple  and  beheld  the  cherubim  whose  outstretched 
wings  shield  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  who  have  studied  its  sym- 
bols and  read  their  hidden  meaning,  it  exhibits  peculiarities  which 
distinguish  it  from  all  other  human  organizations,  and  to  him 
who  has  been  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  the  true  spirit  of  the  inspi- 
ration which  it  breathes  in  its  every  teaching,  it  must  always  remain 
without  a  peer  in  his  affections.  We  speak  this  in  no  spirit  of  self- 
approbation  or  of  vaunted  superiority,  for  while  it  must  ever  retain 
to  itself  the  peculiar  field  it  occupies,  it  also  imposes  a  greater  and 
higher  measure  of  duties  upon  its  Initiates.  This  is  not  an  occasion 
which  calls  for  an  exposition  of  the  nature  or  extent  of  those  duties. 
You  would  not  be  here  if  you  did  not  already  understand  and  appre- 
ciate ijiem,  and  you  also  know  whether  it  is  worth  the  expenmture 
of  time  and  labor  which  is  demanded  by  the  efforts  to  make  it  the 
means  of  doing  a  greater  ^nd  ever  increasing  measure  of  good,  not 
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only  to  onrselves  bat  to  all  mankind.  Snob  is  tbe  great  purpose  of 
our  assemblage  once  more  around  our  sacred  altar.  Let  us  numbly 
and  reverently  pray  that  the  incense  which  we  shall  burn  at  this  time 
shall  prove  grateful  to  Him  to  whom  our  thanks  are  due  for  the  so- 
cial and  fraternal  intercourse  we  enjoy  at  these  annual  reunions, 
when  not  ih.e  least  amongst  the  privileges  they  confer  is  the  renewal 
and  cultivation  of  old  friendships  and  the  formation  of  new  ties, 
which  we  trust  will  endure  so  long  as  life  itself  shall  last. 

POST  BUBIAIi  SEBTICI8. 

I  was  asked  to  grant  dispensations  to  hold  the  funeral  services  of 
Masonry  at  the  graves  of  brethren  whose  interment  had  taken  place 
sometime  previous.  The  first  application  was  made  before  the  pro- 
ceedings of  our  last  Communication  were  received  from  the  printer, 
and  the  decision  of  my  Most  Worshipful  predecessor,  that  sucn  a  ser- 
vice was  prohibited,  had  escaped  my  attention.  I  advistd  that  while 
I  did  not  approve  of  such  a  proceeding  under  any  circumstances,  re- 
garding the  performance  as  a  mockery  of  our  solemn  and  beautiful 
rites,  and  well  calculated  to  bring  upon  us  the  contempt  of  the  com- 
mnniW  in  which  they  were  enacted,  still  if  it  were  to  be  done,  it  be- 
ing a  fjodge  benefit  and  not  a  subject  fo?  a  Dispensation,  the  Lodge 
must,  by  a  vote,  determine  upon  its  expediency.  In  view  of  Uie  de- 
cision referred  to,  I  took  pleasure  in  answering  in  response  to  the 
second  application  that  such  a  ceremony  is  prohibited  by  the  Grand 
Lodge.  I  trust  that  this  decision  will  be  adhered  to  and  that  we 
have  seen  the  last  of  this  modem  absurdity  which  was  giving  occa- 
sion for  the  growth  of  a  practice,  rapidly  becoming  prevalent,  of  omit- 
ting to  call  the  Lodge  to  attend  at  the  time  of  the  interment  of  a 
brother,  especially  if  the  weather  were  bad  or  the  holidays  or  an  elec- 
tion make  it  inconvenient  to  leave  one's  pleasures  or  business,  in 
short  any  and  every  pretext  was  being  seized  upon  to  avoid  the  un- 
pleasant duty  of  attending  at  the  time  of  actual  interment.  ''We 
could  not  assemble  enough  of  the  Craft  to  justify  us,  as  we  wanted 
as  large  a  turn-out  as  possible"  is  the  form  in  which  the  case  is  stated 
in  one  application,  just  as  though  the  object  of  a  Masonic  funeral  was 
to  paraae  ourselves  before  a  gaping  public,  instead  of  the  rendering 
of  a  service  to  a  brother  and  his  family  in  affliction.  The  decision  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  is  that  it  is  a  matter  of  obligation  to  attend  the 
funeral  of  a  brother,  which  means,  if  it  means  anything,  that  the 
duty  is  to  be  performed  at  a  time  when  the  attendance  wul  be  worth 
something  to  the  deceased  and  his  family.  The  right  of  burial  as  a 
Craftsman  is  in  the  nature  of  a  sacred  covenant  which  exists  between 
Master  Masons,  and  which  can  be  kept  only  by  an  actual  presence  at 
the  open  grave  which  is  to  receive  his  remains;  a  ceremony  at  some 
other  time  or  place  cannot  be  substituted.  If  we  desert  a  brother  in 
that  solemn  hour,  if  we  fail  to  testify  to  the  widow  and  the  orphan  in 
this  supreme  moment  of  their  utter  woe  and  desolation  our  sympa- 
thy, and  to  give  assurance  by  our  presence,  what  reason  have  they  to 
suppose  that  the  other  duties  which  we  owe  to  the  dead  will  not  also 
be  postponed  until  a  more  convenient  season  ?  Let  the  Lodge  be 
summoned  and  let  those  who  fail  to  obey  that  summons  be  dealt  with, 
unless  there  is  a  good  and  reasonable  excuse  for  their  absence.  If 
our  Masonry  is  of  such  a  character  that  a  little  water  will  wash  it  out, 
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or  if  the  gain  of  a  few  cents  more  or  less  in  trade,  can  purchase  oar 
absence  wnen  the  most  solemn  demands  of  duty  exact  oar  presence, 
if  a  few  moments  or  even  hoars  of  pleasare  can  compensate  for  tam- 
ing oar  backs  on  a  brother  in  distress;  if  the  saccess  of  this,  that,  or 
the  other  man  in  the  attainment  of  some  petty  office,  is  of  more  im- 
portance than  the  falfillment  of  the  highest  daties  of  brotherhood, 
then  let  as  away  with  it,  for  it  is  not  worth  preserving.  I  adopt  and 
reiterate  the  language  of  Grand  Master  BarUey  who,  in  1875,  said, 
"there  is  no  law  or  Ancient  Masonic  asage  which  warrants  the  read- 
ing of  the  faneral -service  at  the  grave  of  a  deceased  brother,  except  at 
the  time  of  burial,  and  the  modem  practice  is  an  innovation." 

We  find  the  brethren  of  Mississippi  gave  daring  the  year  to  the  Or- 
phan Asylam  at  Natchez,  the  destitute  Russian  Jews,  sufferers  by 
cyclones  at  Monticello,  Mt.  Garmel,  Mt.  Olive,  and  those  from  yellow 
fever  at  Pensacola,  no  less  than  $3,114  30. 

Brother  P.  M.  Savery,  M.  W.  Grand  Master;  Brother  J.  L.  Power, 
B.  W.  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  J.  M.  Howry  again  made  the  Correspondence  report,  and  in 
it  we  find  Alabama  for  1881,  giving  a  very  full,  yet  concise,  view  of 
what  was  done  in  our  Grand  Lodge.  He  deals  at  some  length  with 
the  report  of  Bro.  Beers,  differing  and  agreeing  with  him,  but  as  the 
quesiiuiis  are  of  but  little  moment,  we  pass  them  by,  only  quoting 
what  he  says  of  infidels  : 

Masonry  Jias  no  use  for  infidels.  We  do  not  know  any  place  we 
have  for  them .  We  never  could  make  a  perfect  ashlar  out  of  an  in- 
fidel, who  every  good  Mason  would  regard  as  a  rou^h  ashlar  com- 
posed of  that  material  which  is  not  susceptible  of  being  polished  by 
the  working  tools  of  the  F.  0. 

Whenever  opportunity  offers  we  find  our  venerable  brother  bolster- 
ing up  the  '^Mutual  Association." 

MISSOURI. 

The  Sixty-second  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri  was  held  on  the  10th  of  October,  1882,  with  M.  W.  A.  M. 
Dockery,  Grand  Master,  in  the  East,  and  representatives  from  207 
Jx)dges. 

Number  of  chartered  Lodges  517 ;  total  membership  24,289  ;  gain 
during  the  year  744. 

We  are  gratified  at  finding  the  affiliations  to  exceed  the  number 
suspended  for  N.  P.  D.  by  545.  This  gives  the  hope  that  the  desire 
to  enjoy  the  benefits  is  growing  stronger  and  over-riding  the  desire 
to  gave  a  little  expense. 

A  large  namber  of  dispensations  for  the  organizing  of  new  Lodges 
was  issued  during  the  year. 
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The  address  of  Grand  Master  Dookery  was  an  admirable  document, 
concise  and  fall  of  business.    We  quote  from  his  closing  remarks : 

"  The  age  in  which  we  live  is  intensely  practical.  The  world  meas- 
ures UB  by  our  actions  rather  than  our  professions.  Let  us,  therefore, 
Brethren,  for  the  coming  year  as  for  ul  future  time,  endeavor  to  em- 
phasize more  fully  in  our  lives  and  examples  than  at  any  time  here- 
tofore, the  great  fact,  the  great  truth,  tne  great  thought,  which  I 
would  have  you  carry  home  with  you  to  your  Lodges,  and  let  its 
echoes  resound  in  you  halls,  that  the  great  esaerUial  in  Masonry  is  to 
practise  its  teachings. 

**  Brethren,  if  this  sentiment,  this  vital  principle,  be  embodied  in 
our  lives,  then  Masonrv,  rests  on  a  foundation  so  strong,  so  secure, 
so  like  the  everlasting  hills,  that  the  storms  of  age  yet  to  come  shall 
not  prevail  against  it." 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  entire  and  harmonious  termina- 
tion of  the  difficulty  heretofore  existing  between  this  Grand  Lodge 
and  that  of  New  Mexico,  and  the  committee  on  the  Grand  Master's 
address  say : 

5th.  The  restoration  of  harmony  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lod^^e  of  New  Mexico  is  acknowledged 
with  pleasure.  And  we  are  gratified  that  the  action  of  Silver ^ty 
Lodge  has  been  such  as  to  contribute  to  this  end,  and  for  this  Lodge, 
in  common  with  the  Craft  of  New  Mexico,  we  earnestly  desire  con- 
tinued prosperity  with  the  blessings  of  those  who  dwell  together  in 
peace  and  unity.  For  the  kindly  offices  of  our  Most  Worshipful  Bro- 
ther W.  H.  Scott,  Grand  Master  of  Illinois,  in  the  promises,  wo  make 
acknowledgments  with  feelings  of  the  utmost  fraternity. 

The  edict  prohibiting  the  joint  occupation  of  halls  by  masonic 
bodies  and  others  was,  at  this  session,  repealed. 

A  very  elegant  oration  was  delivered  by  R.  W.  Brother  James  W. 
Boyd,  showing  the  two  fold  nature  of  man,  his  natural  and  his  moral 
instincts.  The  former  is  purely  selfish  in  its  ends  and  aims,  which 
is  only  to  be  controlled  by  the  proper  cultivation  of  his  moral  nature. 
He  then  shows  that  Masonry  is  one  of  the  agents  to  effect  this  end. 
He  says : 

Show  me  an  institution  which  demands  upon  its  very  threshold,  an 
unqualified  commitment  of  its  initiate  to  tne  ends  of  benevolence  ; 
which  demands  that  he  enter  fully  upon  this  contest,  determined  to 
wage  an  unrelenting  war  against  this  selfish  nature  ;  that  he  burn  the 
bridges  behind  him,  and  thus  cut  off  every  avenue  of  honorable  re- 
treat, and  I  will  show  you  an  institution  founded  in  a  wise  philosophy. 
With  this  foundation  for  character  laid,  every  act  of  virtue  is  a  stone 
set  in  the  wall ;  every  benevolent  deed  has  a  permanent  subjective 
influence  ;  every  act  of  charity  elevates  and  ennobles  the  character 
of  him  who  only  thought  to  bless  the  other  ;  all  magnanimous  deeds 
and  charitable  acts  are  now  beautiful  pieces  of  marble  set  in  the  mo- 
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saic  character  ;  now  every  yictory  oyer  self  adds  strength  to  the 
yicior,  and  thus  character  grows  and  is  developed  ;  thus  the  individ- 
ual passes  out  of  the  miasmatic  valley  of  selfishness,  ascends  the 
sliinmg  heights  of  virtue,  and  there  labors  in  the  noble  duties  of 
manhood. 

Of  Masonry,  he  says  : 

Even  upon  the  threshold  of  this  Institution,  the  candidate  must 
rise  above  all  mercenary  motives  ;  he  must  commit  himself  against 
this  form  of  selfishness,  and  as  he  advances  step  by  step  in  Masonry, 
if  he  advances  in  its  spirit,  he  must  rise  higher  and  higher  above  this 
influence,  so  that  to  be  a  Mason,  indeed  and  in  truth,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  ranks  of  those  who,  by  their  manner  of  life,  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder  in  a  solid  phalanx  of  opposition  to  the  prevaling  evil  of  our 
day.  ••••••••• 

We  are  Masons,  not  for  what  we  ma^  ^et,  but  for  what  we  may 
attain,  what  we  may  do  for  others.  This  is  her  glory  ;  this  is  what 
makes  Masonry  the  synonym  of  charity  throughout  the  civilized 
world  ;  this  is  what  will  shed  brighter  and  yet  still  brighter  luster 
upon  her  fair  name,  as  the  centuries,  one  by  one,  shall  oe  added  to 
the  past,  even  down  to  **  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time.' 

The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  was  $20,000. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  f raternaly  recognized  and  greeted. 

A  funeral  service  was  adopted  and  published  with  the  proceedings. 

The  committee  on  The  Industrial  Home  asked  for  and  were  granted 
further  time  to  perfect  **  a  plan,"  as  the  subject  was  one  of  so  great 
importance  and  so  complex. 

Be  v.  Brother  Charles  G.  Woods,  D.  D.,  Grand  Master. 

Bev.  John  D.  Vincil,  D.  D.,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  Correspondence  reviewing  Alabama 
for  1881.  In  it  he  criticises  the  report  of  Brother  Beers  on  the  re- 
cognition of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  and  consequently, 
the  action  of  our  Grand  Lodge  thus  : 

Our  cheerful  and  amiable  Bro.  Beers,  as  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Correspondence,  presented  a  report  recommending  the  formal 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales.  His  report 
was  approved.  We  are  not  yet  ready  to  recognize  this  Grand  Lodge, 
nor  any  other  under  similar  circumstances.  We,  of  Missouri,  have 
quite  recently  gotten  rid  of  a  little  trouble,  caused  by  hasty  recogni- 
tion. Our  joy  is  so  great  and  our  sense  of  relief  so  delightful  after 
shaking  off  the  New  Mexico  night-mare,  that  we  are  not  hunting  for 
any  kindred  experiences.     And  none  need  apply. 

He  laughs,  and  were  it  not  unseemly,  we  would  laugh  too,  at  the 
defense  of  our  lamented  Brother  of  Spiritualism.  This,  however. 
Was  only  a  small  idiosyncracy  of  our  Brother*s.  But  he  closes  his 
review  with  the  following  high  compliment  to  him  : 
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We  would  be  pleased  to  follow  this  chaste  and  just  writer  throngh- 
out  his  entire  review  and  enrich  our  report  with  extracts  therefrom. 
This  not  being  allowable,  we  close  by  commending  his  work  as  one 
of  the  rare  productions  famished  by  the  reportorial  corps  of  American 
Grand  Lodges. 

This  truly  excellent  report  contains  many,  very  many,  things  worth 
extracting,  but  we  fear  to  do  more  with  it,  for  should  we  begin  we 
know  not  where  we  would  stop.    So,  adieu.  Brother  Yinoil. 

MONTANA, 

Held  the  Eighteenth  Annual  Communication  of  its  Grand  Lodge 
on  the  3d  of  October,  1882,  with  Thomas  M.  Pomeroy,  Grand  Master, 
in  the  East.  There  were  present  representatives  from  fifteen  Lodges, 
total  number  being  26,  with  a  membership  of  904— gain  during  the 
year,  63. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  betokens  an  active  interest  in 
Masonry  in  the  jurisdiction,  but  he  fears  that  sufficient  care  in  the 
selection  of  material  for  our  moral  temple  is  not  taken.  After  dos- 
ing the  reading  of  his  address,  he  continued  as  follows : 

'*  Something  within  me  seems  to  admonish  me  that  my  work  is 
ended  ;  that  I  shall  never  meet  you  again  in  Grand  Lodge  assembled. 
So  feeling,  I  now  invoke  upon*  this  Grand  Lo<lge  and  every  brother 
here  assembled,  the  choicest  and  richest  of  Heaven's  blessings.  May 
yon  each  and  aU  so  work,  that  the  Grand  Master  above  shall  approve 
your  work  and  welcome  you  to  the  Celestial  Lodge  with  a  'Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord.' " 

And  one  week  after  he  had  laid  aside  the  emblems  of  office  the 
brethren  were  called  on  to  lay  away  all  that  was  mortal  of  him. 

The  finances  are  in  good  condition. 

At  this  session  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized. 

Ansalem  J.  Davidson  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  giving  a  reriew  of 
such  proceedings  as  had  come  to  hand,  with  Alabama  leading  the  pro- 
cession .  We  are  pleased  with  his  views  generally,  though  he  objects 
to  some  positions  of  our  predecessor,  which  we  do  not  combat  because 
we  have  not  the  time  to  look  them  up. 

NEVADA. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  Tith  day  of  June,  1883,  with  Grand  Master  Horatio  S. 
Macon  in  the  chair,  and  representatives  from  16  Lodges  present— 33 
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Lodges  compose  the  jnrisdiotion  with  a  membership  of  1247— being 
a  decrease  of  51  daring  the  year. 

The  Gtrand  Master  complains  of  depression  in  business  and  conse- 
quent depression  in  the  Masonic  circle.  This,  we  of  the  South,  can 
fully  sympathise  with,  and  we  do,  for  full  well  we  know  how  it  is 
ourselves.    But  he  giyes  some  very  sensible  advice  and  counsel : 

Freemasonry  is  eminently  conservative,  and  is  not  a  popular  insti- 
tution, while  these  others  are  exceedingly  pushing  in  tneir  methods. 
The  result  is,  that  we  are  not  keeping  pace  with  other  societies,  and 
except  in  a  few  favored  localities  are,  for  the  present,  losing  mem- 
bers in  the  United  States.  But  when  we  call  to  mind  the  long  list  of 
illustrious  names  which  have  graced  our  roll-call  from  time  immemo- 
rial until  the  present,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  grand  objects  for  the 
accomplishment  of  which  our  Institution  was  formed,  and  the  vast 
amount  of  good  it  has  accomplished,  we  know  that  it  is  founded 
upon  a  rock,  that  its  comer-stone  is  Truth,  and  that  it  cannot  fail, 
and  we  will  not  doubt  but  our  beautiful  tenets  will  be  transmitted 
pure  and  unimpaired  from  generation  to  generation.  It  would  seem, 
then,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  hold  steadfastly  to  our  faith, 
to  guard  well  the  outer  door  of  the  Temple,  that  none  may  enter  who 
are  not  worthy;  to  look  well  to  the  East,  the  West,  and  the  South, 
and  to  do  right  because  it  is  the  right.  If  we  do  these  things,  my 
Brethren,  we  need  not  fear  the  result. 

Business  locaL 

Brother  Andrew  Nichols,  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  John  D.  Hammond,  again  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  again  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the 
proceedings  of  59  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  we  find  those  of  Ala- 
bama for  1882.  Of  our  movements  in  the  direction  of  the  institution 
of  a  Masonic  Home  he  speaks  as  follows,  and  we  to  whom  the  honor 
was  given  of  being  the  chairman  of  a  committee  to  devise  a  practica- 
ble plan,  if  possible,  which  should  give  to  every  Mason  'within  our 
borders  reasonable  assurance  of  success— know  that  it  '*is  a  work  of 
DO  small  magnitude,*'  yet  as  the  mustard  seed  in  time  becomes  a  large 
plant  if  nursed  and  cared  for,  so  from  a  small  beginning  we  n^ay 
succeed  in  rearing  a  great  beneficence.  We  should  all  recollect 
that  our  actions  of  to-day  affect  not  only  ourselves,  but  that  they 
work  for  good  or  evil  in  the  future  for  all  time  : 

The  most  important  business  done  in  Grand  Lodge  wiis  to  appoint 
a  committee  with  instructions  to  perfect  some  plan  to  carry  out  the 
idea  of  an  Orphans'  Home,  and  to  report  the  plan  to  the  next  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  are  glad  to  see  Masons  ac- 
tive in  planning  along  the  line  of  charity,  but  tne  founding  of  a  suc- 
cessful Home  for  Orphans  is  a  work  of  no  small  magnitude.  The 
eommittee  ought  to  get  some  hints  from  Kentucky  and  North  Oarolina. 
For  onrselweB,  we  are  quite  inclined  to  think  that  the  best  charity  is 
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for  each  Lodge  to  care  for  its  own  orphans  and  widows.    We  oonfeas, 
however,  that  the  local  care  is  not  always  practicable. 

He  langhs  at  our  being  a  fledgeling,  while  the  rnport  he  was  reriew- 
ing  was,  as  he  well  knows,  our  first  Grand  Lodge  report.  How  many 
-of  us  can  talk  well  enough  in  our  family  circle  who  oould  not  make  a 
speech  to  a  large  multitude.  Just  this  difference  exists  between  the 
Grand  Chapter  and  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  know  the  Grand  Lodges 
expect  long  reports  for  which  we  entertain  an  extraordinary  aversion, 
for  "if  'twere  done  well,  'twere  well  'twere  done  quickly." 

NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixteenth  Annual  Commnnication 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  24th  April,  1883,  Grand  Master  Benja- 
min K.  Stephenson,  presiding,  with  representatives  from  16  Lodges. 
The  jurisdiction  comprises  34  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  1,961, 
there  having  been  a  loss  during  the  year  of  96  ;  so  says  the  Grand 
Secretary,  but  his  figures  immediately  above  show  99,  being  two 
more  than  the  suspensions. 

The  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  were  mainly  in  relation  to  their 
debt  incurred  in  building  a  Grand  Temple,  and  we  are  happy  to  be 
able  to  state  that  the  financial  arrangements  are  such  that  this  will 
no  more  trouble  the  Grand  Lodge. 

From  the  report  of  the  committee  on  general  purposes,  we  copy 
largely  in  reference  to  a  letter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United 
States  of  Yenesuela,  in  relation  to  some  irregularities  there.  This  we 
do  that  our  brethren  may  have*  all  the  information  we  can  gather 
about  other  jurisdictions,  and  because  among  the  communications  in 
the  hands  of  your  committee  from  those  Grand  Lodges  using  other 
than  the  English  language,  we  have  not  found  this  : 

They  have  had  before  them  a  communication  dated  Caracas  June 
5th,  1882,  emanating  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States  of 
Yenesuela,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation  : 

A  L.  G.  D.  G.  A.  P.  W. 

Grand  Lodge  op  the  Untikd  States  op  Vene8uei4A. 

Orient  of  Caracas,  June  5th,  1882. 

To  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kew  Brunstcick,  Orie?it  of  SI,  John,  Qmada, 
S.  F.  U. 

Beloved  Brethren— Complying  with  a  painful  but  inevitable  duty 
to  the  Er  :  LI :  belonging  to  tins  jurisdiction,  and  to  the  correspond- 
ing Grand  Lodges,  I  have  to  inform  these  that  recently  one  of  tboee 
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ints  took  place  in  this  city,  of  which  the  history  of  Freemasonry 
fortunately  records  so  many. 

Jome  dissatisfied  brethren,  members  of  Lodges  of  otir  jurisdiction, 
sause  of  not  having  some  personal  ambitions  satisfied,  and  because 
i  existing  laws  did  not  admit  of  certain  pretentions  being  gratified, 
*j  declared  themselves  in  open  rebellion,  disavowed  their  obliga- 
ns,  forgot  their  oaths,  and  carried  the  excess  so  far  as  to  give  tne 
me  of  Masonry  to  a  meeting  of  men,  who  although  received  into 
8  Order,  they  had  incurred  the  penalty  of  being  placed  in  the 
egularity  list. 

IniB  Grand  Lodge,  as  well  as  the  Grand  Orient  of  the  United 
lites  of  Yenesuela  dictated  the  resolutions  that  the  case  required, 
d  I  remit  you  the  statement  of  the  Log.  Simb.  from  which  the 
arter  of  constitution  has  been  withdrawn,  and  the  list  of  brethren 
lo  were  excluded  from  the  list  of  regular  Masons. 
The  doors  of  the  Masonic  Temple  having  been  closed  to  them,  they 
et  at  a  private  house  and  pretended  to  establish  under  their  own 
ispicee  Masonic  bodies  and  authorities.  Those  of  these  that  are 
^timate  in  Yenesuela  appear  on  the  list  which  I  enclose. 
Although  there  are  no  international  Masonic  treaties,  there  exists 
Hasonic  morality  which  concerns  the  fraternity  in  all  countries, 
id  this  demands  that  the  legitimate  authorities  should  mutually 
>hold  each  other,  and  should  see  that  spurious  bodies,  the  off- 
rings  of  illegality  and  disorder,  should  not  meet  with  any  oncour- 
ement  and  support  in  any  place.  Masonry  does  not  possess  any 
aterial  power  to  restrain  and  conquer  those  who  fail  to  do  their 
ity,  but  it  has  the  moral  power,  universal,  and  is  more  powerful, 
>t  only  in  punishing  them,  but  by  impressing  upon  them  that  are 
tedlesa,  that  they  should  leave  their  wa^  and  return  to  their  re- 
tbitation,  which  they  certainly  will  regain  if  thev  show  a  tendency 
repent  of  the  false  step  of  which  they  are  guilty,  and  then  come 
ick  and  occupy  honorable  positions  in  the  fraternity,  and  serve  it 
lefully  and  £uthfully. 

In  the  course  of  the  true  interests  of  freemasonry,  in  the  good  ac- 
ird  with  its  many  legitimate  authorities,  in  the  loving  co-operation 
!  the  brethren  that  are  depending  upon  them,  you  may  depend  and 
«t  assured,  respectable  and  beloved  brethren,  upon  the  Grand 
odge  of  Yenesuela,  of  which  I  am  this  day  the  medium. 
Trusting  that  you  may  on  the  first  opportunity  acknowledge  the 
teeipt  of  this,  I  take  this  occasion  to  offer  you  my  services,  and  to 
md  fraternal  greetings. 

The  Grand  Master.  (Sgd.)  F.  M.  MEYEB,  ° 

(Countersigned.)  The  Grand  Secretary. 

(Sgd.)    N.  RODRIQUEB,  33° 

It  would  appear  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Yenesuela  forms  a  part 
:  ihe  Grand  Orient  National  of  that  country,  which  Grand  Orient  is 
imposed  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  A.  <fe  A.  Rite,  two  other 
)die8  of  that  Rite,  and  a  symbolic  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  contrary  to 
10  customary  policy  of  thin  Grand  Lodge  to  enter  into  fraternal  rela- 
jns  with  Grand  Lodges  which  are  not  in  every  way  supreme  gov- 
ning  bodies,  or  which  have  their  legitimate  authority  weakened  by 
lion  with  the  governing  bodies  of  other  alleged  Masonic  degrees ; 
id  this  policy,  based  as  it  is  upon  the  assumption  that  there  can  be 
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no  bodies  o£  Masonry  superior  to  the  Craft  Lodges,  is  in  accordance 
with  the  ancient  landmarks,  and  is  justified  by  experience.  Of  coarse 
Grand  Lodges,  and  all  regolar  masons,  are  interested  in  the  preserra- 
tion  of  legitimate  Masonic  authority  in  every  country,  and  can  have 
no  sympathy  with  masons  who  set  themselves  up  againt  the  regular 
masonic  authority  under  which  they  live,  and  under  which  they  have 
entered  masonic  society.  The  fact  that  we  have  not  entered  into 
fraternal  relations  with  grand  bodies  of  the  kind  referred  to,  is  no 
imputation  upon  their  lef^timacy.  It  is  simply  that  we  do  not  think 
it  expedient  to  enquire  into  the  subject.  In  many  of  the  Grand 
Orients  efforts  are  continually  being  made  to  secure,  or  to  re-estab- 
lish the  independence  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Graft  Masonry  and  to 
free  them,  entirely  from  dependence  on  other  organizations.  In  the 
translation  of  the  Yenesuela  letter  quoted  above,  it  is  not  specifically 
stated  what  offences  the  excluded  brethren  have  committed,  and  it 
might  fairly  be  inferred  from  the  tenor  of  the  communication  that 
that  they  have  been  concerned  in  some  movement  like  that  which  re- 
cently took  place  in  Peru,  to  set  up  a  new  Masonic  authority.  Of 
course  brethren  are  bound  everywhere  by  the  general  laws  of  Ma- 
sonry and  by  the  local  laws  and  regulations  under  which  they  have 
been  admitted  into  the  fraternity.  A  violation  of  these  places  the 
violator  in  such  a  position  that  he  may  be  subjected  to  the  infliction 
of  the  highest  penalties  imposed  by  the  authority  under  which  he 
lives.  Nevertheless  there  will  always  be  among  Graft  Masons  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  sympathy  with,  and  a  desire  for  the  success  o^ 
schemes  to  ^ve  the  entire  control  of  Graft  Masonry  to  Grand  Lodges, 
and  to  free  it  from  the  assumed  authority  over  it  of  degrees,  or  of  the 
holders  of  alleged  degrees,  of  which  it  can  have  no  ^owledge.  As 
the  committee  are  unaware  of  the  exact  nature  of  the  Venesnelean 
trouble,  and  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Brunswick  is  not  in  fraternal 
connection  with  the  Supreme  Masonic  authority  of  Yenesuela,  they 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  make  any  recommendation  to  Grand 
Lodge  as  to  action  in  the  matter.  The  general  tone  of  the  communi- 
cation suggests,  however,  that  there  is  not  such  an  unmasonic  feel- 
ing prevailing  in  that  countrv  as  to  preclude  hope  of  an  amicable  set^ 
tlement  of  the  difficulties,  wnatever  they  may  oe.  The  apology  of 
the  committee  for  this  somewhat  lengthy  report  on  this  point,  is  that 
the^  a^^ain  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Graft  throughout  this 
jurisdiction,  to  what  may  be  considered  as  the  settled  policy  of  Grand 
Lodge  in  regard  to  the  governing  bodies  of  the  Graft  in  countries 
where  Grand  Lodges  are  not  supreme,  as  well  as  to  notice  the  in- 
creasing feeling  in  the  Graft  in  tnose  countries  in  favor  of  the  disso- 
ciating Graft  Masonry  from  all  connection  with  the  so-called  higher 
or  superior  degrees. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  V.  ELLIS, 
EDWIN  J.  EVERETT, 
WM.  F.  BUNTING, 

Committee. 

Brother  Wm.  F.  Bunting  was  made  Grand  Master. 
Brother  Edwin  J.  Wetmore,  Grand  Secretary. 
There  was  nd  report  on  Correspondence. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

The  Ninety-Fonrtb  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  the  16th  May,  1883,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Alphens  W. 
Baker  presiding,  with  representatives  from  60  Lodges  present.  The 
number  of  Lodges  within  the  jurisdiotion  is  76,  with  a  membership 
of  7,988,  therttu  having  been  an  increase  daring  the  year  of  146. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Graft  the  Grand  Master  thus  speaks  : 

The  true  Masonic  ideal  has  been  well  sustained  in  the  main,  and 
that  degree  of  advancement  has  been  made  in  all  directions,  which 
is  occasion  for  the  deepest  gratification  to  the  fraternity.  The  spirit 
of  our  symbolism  has  been  more  nearly  realized  than  ever  before,  and 
there  are  evidences  of  progress  on  every  hand  which  should,  and 
does,  beget  added  enthusiasm  and  increased  love  and  veneration  for 
our  beloved  institution.  As  evidences  of  the  happy  future  to  which 
we  may  look  wiUi  the  greatest  degree  of  confidence,  they  are  occasion 
for  the  gratitade  of  us  all. 

The  G^rand  Master,  we  think,  very  properly  not  only  discounte- 
nanced bat  prohibited  the  holding  of  what  a  Lodge  pleased  to  term  a 
Fair,  bat  which  the  Grand  Master  says  was  a  lottery  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  funds.  We  deem  these  lotteries,  this  stock  gambling, 
th^e  dealings  in  futures,  the  most  prominent  agents  in  demoralizing 
the  present  generation  that  could  readily  be  devised.  They  are  po- 
tent, we  had  almost  said  omnipotent,  for  evil,  and  the  result  is  seen 
on  every  hand  in  the  numberless  defalcations  which  are  of*  almost 
daily  occurrence. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  communication  to  re- 
port on  the  advisability  of  establishing  an  Orphan's  Home,  made  their 
report,  but  we  fail  to  find  any  very  practicable  suggestion,  although 
in  the  b^^inning  they  state  that  it  is  not  only  desirable  but  in  keep- 
ing with  the  entire  fabric  of  masonry,  and  that  the  only  question  is 
of  the  practicability.'*  This  question  is  troubling  the  writer  hereof, 
who  was  at  the  last  session  of  our  Grand  Lodge  placed  in  the  respon- 
sible position  of  a  chairman  of  a  committee  to  devise  some  practicable 
plan  for  the  same  object  in  this  jurisdiction.  How  to  do  this  without 
taxing  too  heavily  the  Lodges  on  the  one  hand  and  to  be  certain  of 
suficient  revenue  on  the  other,  is  the  absorbing  question. 

Brother  John  Francis  Webster  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
George  P.  Cleaves  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  A.  S.  Wait  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
Alabama  for  1881 ;  and  he  notices  the  fact  of  our  recognition  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales.  Our  individual  opinion  was  given 
last  year,  bat  we  give  those  of  our  brother  in  full,  because  wej^believe 
individually  that  in  all  recognitions  of;. these  Grand  Bodies  great  dis- 
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cretion  should  be  'exercisdd,  and  that  we  shonld  adhere  to  the  old 
adage  which  time  and  experience  have  both  mellowed  and  hallowed. 
We  are,  we  know,  living  in  a  fast  age,  when  everything  is  driven  by 
steam  and  electricity,  even  man  himself  feeling  their  influence.  But 
perhaps  for  this  very  reason  in  all  matters  of  moment  we  should  re* 
member  that  festina  lerUe  is  as  good  now  as  ever  : 

We  discussed  the  subject  of  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  South  Wales  at  some  length  last  year  in  our  comments  upon  the 
proceedings  of  Arkansas,  when  some  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
such  recognition  were  pointed  out.  These  difficulties  arise  not  so 
much  from  our  own  view  of  the  subject  as  from  those  put  forth  and 
insisted  upon  by  the  great  majority  (by  some  it  is  said  unanimous  de^ 
cision)  of  American  Grand  Lodges,  and  by  the  greatlyprepondera- 
ting  opinion  of  American  Masonic  writers  and  jurists.  Tiiat  view  is, 
as  we  understand  it,  that  whenever  a  Grand  Lodge  is  legitimately 
formed  in  any  State  or  territory  it  at  once  becomes  rightfully  and  ex- 
clusively sovereign  over  the  whole  of  such  State  or  Territory,  and 
over  all  Lodges  existing  and  Masons  residing  therein,  regardless  of 
their  numbers  or  whether  they  did  or  did  not  assent  to  such  forma- 
tion. To  apply  the  doctrine  to  New  South  Wales  :  The  new  Grand 
Body,  formed  by  twelve  Lodges  in  the  colony,  without  the  co-opera- 
tion or  assent  of  the  other  thirty-three,  became  at  once  entitled  to 
exercise  sovereign  authority  over  those  thirty-three  Lodges,  and  to 
command  their  obedience.  Such  a  doctrine  seems  to  us  not  only  in- 
defensible, but  monstrous.  The  glaring  injustice  of  such  a  result  has 
accordin^y  led  most  of  our  Grand  Lodges  and  Masonic  writers  to 
hold,  that  a  new  Grand  Lod^e  cannot  be  legitimately  formed  with 
a  less  constituency  than  a  majority  of  all  the  Lodges  of  the  State  or 
Territory  over  which  it  is  to  assume  authority.  In  this  view  the  fact 
that  the  Lodges  joining  in  the  formation  of  the  new  Grand  Body  in- 
vited all  the  other  Lodges  to  join  ^t-ith  them  in  the  act  of  organization, 
can  have  no  weight  whatever  in  favor  of  recognition.  Its  effect,  if  a 
factor  at  all  in  the  consideration,  would  be  rather  in  the  other  direc- 
tion, for  it  shows  more  clearly  the  opinion  of  a  very  large  majority  of 
the  Lodges  of  the  colony,  that  the  exigencies  of  Masonry  there  do  not 
require  that  a  Grand  Lodge  should  be  formed. 

This  is  not,  however,  the  view  we  individually  hold  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  for  the  very  reason  that  that  view,  taken  as  a  whole,  neces- 
sarily leads  to  the  unjust  and  absurd  consequences  w»  have  stated. 
We  believe  that  when  a  competent  number  of  Lodges  in  a  Territory, 
where  no  Grand  Lodge  exists,  shall  deem  that  the  exigencies  of  Ma- 
sonry require  the  formation  of  a  new  Grand  Lodge,  it  is  peif ectly 
legitimate  for  them  to  unite  for  that  purpose,  and  although  they  may 
not  be  a  majority  of  the  Lodges,  or  may  not  have  the  sanction  of 
tlieir  mother  Grand  Lodges  in  the  movement,  they  are  not  for  those 
reasons  guilty  of  schism,  or  rebellion,  or  contumacy,  or  of  any  other 
Masonic  wrong,  and  that  when  it  shall  seem  good  to  other  Grand 
Lodges  to  recognize  such  body  as  a  legitimate  Grand  Lodge,  and 
correspond  with  it  as  such,  it  is  perfecily  right  and  legitimate  for 
them,  or  any  of  them,  to  do  so.  lint  we  do  not  believe,  and,  untiL 
better  informed,  will  never  assent,  that  either  such  information,  or 
such  recognition,  or  both  together,  can  confer  any  rightful  authority^ 
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tipon  snch  new  body  over  those  who  do  not  join  in  its  formation  or 
assent  to  its  authority. 

We  are  not  informed  to  what  extent  of  authority  the  new  Grand 
Lodge  of  Now  South  Wales  lays  claims.  If  it  onl^'  claims  that  its 
jurisdiction  extends  over  such  Lodges  as  joined  in  its  formation, 
with  such  as  may  afterwards  voluntarily  acknowledge  its  authority, 
or  receive  charters  from  it,  we  are,  individuallv,  in  favor  of  its  recog- 
nition. But,  in  making  no  greater  claim  than  that,  is  the  very 
ground  on  which  it  v>ill  be  denied  recognition  by  most  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  this  country,  if  they  are  consistent  with  the  doctrine  they 
have  espoused.  Tliey  will  claim  that  in  order  to  its  legitimacy  it 
must,  as  an  indispensable  prerequisite,  demand  and  enforce,  to  the 
extent  of  its  power,  the  obedience  of  the  thirty-three  Lodges  now 
working  there  under  charters  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  respectively;  and  not  only  so,  but  that  all 
such  of  those  Lodges  as  still  adhere  to  their  motlier  Grand  Lodges, 
must  ultimately  be  subject  to  have  their  charters  revoked  by  this 
new  Body,  and  all  their  members  declared  to  be  without  the  pale  of 
Masonry.  Any  attempt  to  enforce  such  a  doctrine  would  at  once 
unite  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland  for  the 
utter  repudiation  of  any  Grand  Lodge  which  should  join  in  it ;  and 
we  think  they  ought  to  do  so. 

If  our  brethren  of  Xew  South  Wales  are  content  with  the  authority 
which,  on  our  view  as  stated,  they  have  legitimately'  acquired,  we  are 
not  only  willing,  but  desirous  of  their  recognition.  But  in  order  to 
their  recognitition  in  any  such  view  by  American  Grand  Lodges  gen- 
erally, the  latter  must  either  recede  from  the  high  ground  they  have 
assumed  upon  the  subject  of  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty,  or  they  must, 
as  some  have  already  done,  fling  consistency  to  the  winds. 

We  had  the  honor  of  being  appointed,  in  July  last,  by  our  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  as  his  representative  to  confer  with  Worshipful  Bro.  * 
Thomas  Newton,  appointed  by  the  M.  W\  Grand  Master  of  New 
South  Wales,  to  confer  with  him  upon  the  subject  of  the  recognition 
of  that  new  Grand  Lodge.  It  being  suggested  that  Brother  Newton 
would  arrive  in  San  Francisco  about  the  10th  of  August,  and  from 
there  proceed  to  New  York,  we,  on  the  2d  of  August,  addressed  to 
him  a  letter  to  the  former  city  at  the  hotel  suggested  by  the  Grand 
Master  of  New  South  Wales,  assuring  him  it  would  give  us  pleasure 
to  confer  with  him  upon  the  subject  of  his  mission,  by  a  personal  in- 
terview, if  one  could  be  arranged,  or  by  correspondence,  should 
that  be  found  more  convenient  or  practicable.  We  have  earnestly 
hoped  that  such  an  interview,  either  in  person  or  by  the  correspond- 
ence suggested,  might  open  up  some  view  upon  which  we  could 
recommend  to  our  Grand  Lodge  the  recognition  of  that  of  New  South 
Wales.  Wo  have,  however,  received  no  response  to  our  letter,  and 
oonsequently  no  progress  has  been  made  in  the  direction  desired. 

We  do  not  douot  that  our  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Master  will  re- 
ceive with  pleasure  at  any  time  any  communication  our  brethren  of 
New  South  Wales  may  be  pleased  to  address  to  them,  and  we  are 
sure  they  will  view  the  subject  of  their  recognitition  with  every  de- 
gree of  cantior  so  important  a  subject  demands. 

Should  our  Grand  Lodge  find  it  proper  to  adopt  the  view  we  indi- 
vidually hold  upon  this  subject,  we  should  most  earnestly  join  in  an 
act  of  recognition  of  the  new  Grand  Body,  and  should  strive  to  make 

(9) 
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ft  correspondence  ^ith  it  mutually  pleasant  and  profitable.  We  can- 
not, however,  recoininend  recognition  on  {^oundu  which  involve 
what  we  think  to  be  unjust,  or  whicii  will  leiul  to  controversy  with, 
or  estrangement  from,  honored  brethren  and  sovereign  Masonic 
Bodies  elsewhere,  where  wo  should  feel  ouryolves  to  be  the  party  in 
fault. 

NtW  JERSEY. 

The  Ninety-sixth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  January  2d, 
1883,  William  Hardacre,  Grand  blaster,  presiding.  One  hundred  and 
thirty-four  Lodges  were  represented.  Whole  number  of  Lodges  151; 
membership,  11,1>4G,  being  an  increase  of  1C9  during  the  j'ear. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  ^^-ith  an  appropriate  ode,  invoking 
the  blessing  of  the  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.  Tne  Grand  Master's  address  con- 
tained several  recommendations  on  different  subjects,  but  although 
the  committee,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  approved  of  them  all,  the 
Grand  Lodge  indefinitely  postponed  the  consideration  of  the  most  of 
them.  His  decisions  were,  however,  all  apj>roved  and  as  all  of  them 
were  in  accord  with  the  rule  of  our  jurisdiction  it  is  not  necessary  to 
cite  them. 

Rev.  Brother  Henrj-  Vehslage,  Grand  Master;  Brother  Joseph  H. 
Hough,  Grand  Secrct^iry. 

The  following  closing  hymn  was  sung  at  tho  closing  of  the  Grand 
Lodge : 

CLOSING    HYMN. 

(Air — Auld  Lang  Sync.) 

Come,  Brothers  of  tho  mystic  tie. 

Join  in  a  parting  hynjn 
Of  gratitude  to  Grod  on  high, 

The  Architect  Supreme. 
The  glorious  Architect  Supreme, 

To  whom  all  praise  is  due 
For  blessings  rare  vouchsafed  by  Him, 

And  mercies  ever  now. 

We  part,  perhaps  no  more  to  meet 

Tho  Brothers  whom  we  love. 
But  let  us  hope  each  one  to  greet 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  above. 
Adieu  I  adieu,  each  Brother  dear. 

Each  Craftsman  tried  and  true; 
With  kindly  gr>isp  and  love  sincere, 

A  heart -warm,  fond  adieu  ! 

Bro.  Jarncs  A.  Norton  made  the  correspondence  report,  giving  a 
vt;ry  kind  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  ALibama  for  18^1  and  of  Bro. 
Beers'  report  on  correspondence. 
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We  qiiot^  his  opinions  in  relation  to  the  proper  Lodge  to  try  an 
offending  brother  because  they  are  ours  : 

We  assent,  as  before,  to  the  proposition  that  Lodge  coartesy  should 
impel  a  Lodge  having  jurisdiction  where  an  offense  is  committed,  to 
notify  the  Lodge  to  which  the  offending  brother  may  belong,  bnt 
that  IS  all  that  can  be  expected  of  it  ;  the  welfare  of  the  Frnteruity 
requires  that  measures  should  at  once  be  taken  to  vindicate  the  good 
name  of  Masonry  by  the  punishment  of  brethren  who  deserve  pun* 
ishment,  and  we  have  never  been  able  to  tind  any  jnstidcation  for 
awaiting  the  action  of  the  Lodge  to  which  a  brother  belongs.  The 
point  to  be  settled  in  any  given  case  is,  which  Lodge  tirst  commenced 
proceedings.  Whichever  did  has  exclusive  jurisdiction.  The  prin- 
ciple laid  down  in  the  quotation  from  Mitchell's  Common  Law  of  Ma- 
sonry, which  the  committee  characterizes  as  **  the  just  and  correct 
rule,"  is  rejected  by  the  bulk  of  Masonic  authority  and  by  the  best 
living  Masonic  jurists  ;  indeed,  so  far  as  our  information  extends,  by 
Dearly  all. 

It  seems  to  us  that  nothing  but  sensitiveness  over  the  possibility  of 
An  invasion  of  sovereignty  could  ever  have  induced  Grand  Lodges  or 
Masonic  jurists  to  consent  to  debate  the  question. 

You  may  recollect  that  in  the  report  for  last  year  we  cited  the  opinion 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  Texas,  that  a  Grand  Master  visiting  officially 
A  Xjodge  may,  indeed  should,  enter  without  an  alarm  being  given. 
^o  this,  we  think  properly,  too,  Brother  Drummond,  of  Maine,  ob- 
jected, and  thought  that  the  Lodge  should  be  apprised  that  he  was 
'^thont  and  about  to  visit  the  Lodge,  and  mentioned   that  on   on« 
^>ccasion  while  Grand  Master  he  visited  a  subordinate,  to  none  of  the 
H^embers  of  which  he  was  known  as  a  Mason,  that  he  declined  to  be 
examined,  but  consented  to  prove  his  identity  by  signing  his  name. 
To  this  Brother  Norton  says  : 

As  Grand  Master  Drummond  submitted  to  a  tost,  it  seems   to  us 
tliat  be  might  better  have  adopted  the  test  of  an  examination,  and 
tlias  have  satistied  the  brethren    that   he  was,  at  least,   a  Mason. 
Those  brethren  had  a  perfect  right  to   demand   satisfaction  on  that 
point :  they  were  wrong  in  not  demanding  it.     It  is  not  within  the 
scope  of  the  prerogatives  of  a  Grand  Master   to  permit  brethren  to 
dispense  with  that  kind  of  proof  in  the  case  of  any  individual  claim- 
ing admission  to  a  Lodge.     We  think  it  would  have  puzzled  Brother 
Dranimond  to  frame  a  just  accusation  against  those  brethren  tor  con- 
tumacy or  insubordination  if  they  had  refused  to  admit  him  without 
pT(K)f  that  he  was  a  Mason. 

We  once  had  a  similar  experience  as  the  representative  of  the 
Grand  Master  of  New  Jersey,  having  been  at  the  time  D.  I).  (Jrand 
minster.  The  brethren  asked  us  to  point  a  way  out  of  their  dilemma, 
and  we  directed  them  to  examine  us.  We  felt  that  by  proving  our- 
^^^  a  Mason  our  claim  in  respect  of  being  the  one  who  wrote  of  an 
intended  official  visit,  together  with  the  "  posseKsion  of  the  insignia 
of  the  office,"  would  justify  them  in  listening  to  and  heeding  our 
suggestions  and  instructions. 
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We  once  were  similarly  Rituated,  but  we  reqnirotl  the  Master  by 
proper  examination  to  be  satisfied,  ere  we  would  allow  him  to  receive 
US.  J 

NEW  MEXICO. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
December  19th,  1882,  under  the  guidance  of  the  K.  W.  Grand  S. 
Wardou,  Albert  J.  Fountain,  as  Grand  Master,  there  being  present 
representatives  from  7  Lodges. 

The  number  of  Lod^^es  on  the  roll  is  7 — with  a  membership  of  2!K). 
One  Lodge  having  fallen  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Arizona  gives  the  appearance  of  a  loss  of  31  members,  while,  in 
reality,  there  had  been  a  gain  of  25  among  the  various  Lodges  that 
had  composed  the  (trand  Lodge  of  New  Mexico. 

On  the  subject  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  ad- 
dress of  Grand  Master  Waldo,  which  was  read,  says  : 

I  do  not  conceive  that  the  plain  provisions  of  a  solemn  enactment 
relating  to  this  subject,  contained  in  the  Grand  by-laws,  made  for  our 
guidance  and  government  now,  can  or  ought  to  be  construed  away  by 
reference  to  something  practiced  and  followed  during  a  state  of  so- 
ciety  and  in  a  condition  of  the  world  happily  long  piissed  away. 
Those  by-laws  as  I  construe  them  were  made  not  for  the  enlargement 
but  for  the  restraint  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Gnind  Master.  They 
were  made  to  define  and  limit  it.  The  prerogative  was  intende<l  to 
be  hedged  about,  as  it  were.  In  the  exercise  of  his  powers  it  was 
contemplated  that  the  (rrand  Master  should  look  to  these  by-laws  as 
the  one  inviolable  source  of  jurisdiction  and  authority.  In  so  far  as 
they  abridge  his  ancient  prerogatives  he  is  to  observo'and  obey  them 
and  not  seek  by  ingenious  construction  to  lessen  their  force  or  shade 
away  their  meaning. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  David  J.  Miller,  a  quondam  citizen  of 
Alabama  when  he  first  beheld  Masonic  light,  and  the  representative  o£ 
our  (irand  Lodge  near  that  of  New  Mexico,  and  who  had  been  the 
Grand  Secretary  fn>m  the  inception  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  without 
remuneration,  was  made  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  testimonial  ot 
the  appreciation  by  the  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  his  untiring 
zeal  and  admirable  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ^ 
which  was  modestly  accepted. 

Brother  John  B.  Wooten,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Miller  still  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  the  joint  production  of  Brother 
Huggins  and  Fountain.  The  former  reviewing  Alabama  for  1881. 
Here  we  find  that  this  reviewer  was  also  a  Masonic  eleve  from  oar 
State. 


■wiQirtrii  tc  liiiy  liis  sliare. 

iiive  given  thiH  uinttcT  Homo  thought,  nnd  hsTe  renched  the 
tion  tbiit  It  brother  wlio  m  'ibtt  to  puy  ]ii»  jiut  proportion  to- 
mhtaiuin^  the  inHlitutiou,  iiud  wlio  icon'f  pay,  is  better  out  of 
in  it,  aud  that  the  Iiodtje  is  better  ofE  witliont  liim  than  vith 
He  jnnt  proves  that  it  IR  (^uitc  as  impossible  to  make  a  ^ifood 
ont  of  pwr  tnaterinl  as  it  is  to  "uiakeasilkpnmoontof  a  bow'b 
The  sooner  we  "  get  shnt"  of  snob  drones  the  better  for  the 


ber  F.  thinkR  that  if  one  is  snupondcd  on  trial  by  his  Lodge, 
OD  appeal  to  the  Qmnil  Lodge  the  Rontence  n  set  nside,  he  is 
irily  reHtored  to  inembemliip.  So  do  ire,  though  oar  Qiand 
thinks  othemise,  aud  ou  ttiiit  Rubject  ho  says  : 

,  vhelher  it  he  Madonic  law  or  any  other  kind  of  law  is  siip- 
lo  be  bnRcd  on  common  sense,  and  there  I'ertaiuly  is  no  Ronse 
ilice  unr  propriety  in  depriving  a  llasou  of  his  Iiiidgo  inombi^r- 
ader  n  jndgmcnt  which  the  Lod^e  is  compelled  to  admit ):«  null 
id.  If  IbiH  role  in  to  obtain  it  opens  a  wide  door  to  wmoK  aud 
siou.  If  tb«  ma}«rit;r  >>{  '^o  members  of  a  Lodgo  bike  a  die- 
B  brother  for  suuie  frivolous  cuniio  and  desire  to  turn  him  out 
Lodge  how  easy  it  woidd  be  to  get  rid  of  him  by  preferring 
.banr<1  chnrge  ajjainst  hbn,  and  arbitrarily  try  and  HUflpt.'nil  him. 
ea  an  nppeal,  the  Grand  Lodt^e  reviews  the  rf^onl  and  says : 
is  all  n  rong.  this  brother  has  been  Kuilty  of  no  Mnaonic  offfDHe, 
been  illegally  tried  and  improperly  conilct^d,  the  sentence  is 
and  undracrred,  the  judgment  is  a  nnllity."  Hut  notuilh- 
ig  tbe  innocence  oE  tbo  accused  brother,  this  illegal  trial,  thiR 
aentence,  tbia  void  judgment  inllicis  upon  him  a  diBgnionCnl 
nient,  lit  in  tiimtil  oi'l  nf  his  Lml-ie!  It  won't  ibi  to  nny  tbat 
case  OS  we  have  presenteil  is  not  likely  to  happen.  It  is  safe 
me  that  what  may  happen  leill  happen  ;  at  all  eveuts  it  is  bet- 
M  on  tbe  safe  side  and  leave  no  rouni  for  a  wrong  to  be  perpe- 
nnder  color  of  law  if  we  can  prevent  it. 
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Of  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  a  Grand  Master,  Brother  H« 
says  : 

The  recoRnizing  of  the  authority  in  the  Grand  Master  **  to  make 
Masons  at  sight"  and  to  grant  dispensations  to  Lodges  to  do  work 
irregularly  may  bo  technically  within  the  provisions  of  what  are 
banded  down  to  ns  as  the  Ancient  Constitutions,  yet  times  are  so 
changed  and  present  circumstances  are  so  different  from  those  of  the 
ancient  past,  that  we  believe  that  such  rules  or  privileges  as  are  in 
their  nature  incongruous  with  modern  ideas  should  be  altogether  pat 
aside.  As  we  have  said  in  another  place,  the  spirit  of  our  institution 
is  in  the  present  day  democratiCf  and  as  a  consequence  everything 
that  smacks  of  autocracy  should  be  eliminated  from  our  laws.  Xow 
the  Grand  Master  is  properly  the  (tgent  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  we 
say  should  not  be  autuorized  to  constitute  himself  its  master  by  an- 
nulling or  suspending  its  prescribed  laws.  Every  step  taken  by  Wy- 
oming in  this  direction  is  a  step  back  towards  the  worst  government 
the  world  has  ever  known.  By  setting  aside  and  eliminating  from 
our  books  questionable  rules  and  practices  of  the  past  we  by  no  means 
set  aside  or  infringe  upon  the  real  Landmarks  of  the  Order,  which, 
as  have  our  fathers  before  us,  we  hold  as  sacred  and  inviolable. 

NEW  YORK. 

On  5th  June,  M.  W.  Benjamin  Flagler  opened  in  Ample  Form  the 
One  Hundred  and  Second  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge.  There  were  present  representatives  from  C80  Lodges. 
The  total  number  is  788,  and  the  membership  more  than  70  thousand. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Arizona  and  Peru,  and  the  Committee  on  Correspondence 
reported  resolutions  to  that  end,  which  were  adopted. 

He  considers  the  question,  **  What  is  a  summons,"  as  follows  : 

■ 

The  question  has  often  been  asked,  **  What  is  a  legal  summons?" 
I  have  replied  :  A  summons  to  be  legal  and  of  effect,  must  be  issued 
by  the  Mjister  over  his  own  signature,  or  by  order  of  the  Master,  and 
attested  by  the  Secretary  under  the  nenl  of  the  Lodge  ;  that  it  must 
be  addressed  to  the  brother  summoned,  and  either  be  handed  to  him 
or  sent  through  the  post-oflBce  to  his  la«t  known  address. 

As  there  seems  to  be  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  in  this  mat- 
ter it  should  bo  settled  by  this  Grand  Body,  and  I  recommend  forms 
for  summons  be  decided  upon  and  printed  in  the  transtictions  or 
with  the  constitution  and  statutes  as  a  guide. 

The  practice  of  using  the  word  ** summoned"  in  simple  notices, 
and  of  publishing  in  newspapers  so-called  summons  is  a  grave  mis- 
take, and  has  led  to  the  general  impression  that  a  summons  is  no 
more  than  a  notice,  and  therefore  but  little  attention  is  paid  thereto, 
and  our  Lodges  seem  to  have  discontinued  almost  entirely  to  dis- 
cipline members  for  refusing  or  neglecting  to  obey. 

A  Kummons  should  not  be  lightly  used,  or  when  the  purpose  to  be 
accomplished  may  be  attained  as  well  by  a  notice.  And  in  my 
opinion  our  statutes  may  with  propriety  be  changed  in  this  respect. 
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Our  present  statutes  provide  for  the  issue  of  summons  in  several  in- 
stances, but  nowhere  define  what  a  legal  summons  is.  I  have  given 
above  the  generally  accepted  definition,  but  respectfully  urge  that 
there  be  a  legal  definition,  that  a  mere  notice  or  newsi)aper  advertise- 
ment may  not  to  be  mistaken  for  so  important  a  document. 

And  the  committee  on  Jurisprudence  quoting  the  foregoing  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

ResolrefJy  That  a  legal  summons  is  as  above  defined  and  can  be  left 
at  the  ])lacc  of  business  or  residence  of  the  brother  summoned,  and 
given  into  the  bands  of  a  person  of  mature  age  ;  and  that  the  seal 
used  must  be  the  regular  Lodge  seal  and  not  a  printed  copy  thereof. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Relief  is  an  exceedingly  interesting 
document,  and  as  may  well  be  supposed  their  labors  were  by  no 
means  light.  From  it,  however,  we  find  that  we  here  in  Mobile  are 
not  the  only  ones  imposed  upon,  and  we  also  learn  the  difficulties 
which  those  away  trom  the  marts  of  commerce  are  seldom  obliged  to 
encounter.     The  report  further  says  : 

The  funds  of  this  Board  are  not  adequate  to  the  required  relief  in 
all  these  ca.se«,  and  we  have  been  forced  to  act  economically  in  their 
behalf.  There  seems  to  be,  trom  all  we  are  able  to  learn  from  appU- 
cants,  an  impression  that  thi^  country  is  not  only  a  haven  and  refuge 
for  the  poor  of  all  nations,  but  that  our  prosperity  and  generosity  are 
as  boundless  as  the  earth.  Foreign  applicants  are  evidently  led  to 
beheve,  in  their  own  countries,  that  labor  and  money  are  both  had 
for  the  asking,  and  come  here  poorly  provided  for  the  realities  that 
inevitably  meet  them.  With  the  nope  that  the  minds  of  English 
masons  might  be  disabused  of  the  prevalent  idea,  the  letter  above  in- 
dicated, was  written  and  sent.  It  is  fraternally  suggested  that  our 
Grand  Lodge  might,  with  propriety,  take  some  action  with  a  view  to 
the  relief  of  English  masons  by  English  masonic  charity. 

Aside  from  the  large  number  of  foreign  masons  (nearly  sixty  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number)  applying  for  aid,  there  is  the  adrlitiomd 
difficulty  of  making  themselves  known  to  us  as  masons.  We  havo 
heretofore  had  occasion  to  complain  of  the  woful  ignorance  of  foreign 
masons  in  respect  to  the  universally  adopted  methods  of  recognition. 
We  do  not  need  to  enlarge  upon  this  important  matter,  for  the  fact 
is  patent  to  aU  who  have  been  obliged  to  examine  (or  attempt  to  do 
BO)  such  masons. 

Among  those  relieved  during  the  year  we  find  that  there  was  one 
frojn  Alabama  who  was  assisted  to  the  extent  of  thirty  cents.  Names 
are  not  given,  but  we  hope  the  brother  has  refunded  the  amount. 

The  Lodges  are  represented  by  the  Masters  only  or  their  proxies, 
in  the  Grand  Lodge,  yet  the  body  is  becoming  so  largo  that  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  introduced  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Constitutions  and  Statutes  : 

Resoit^eil,  That  the  Grand  Master  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to 
appoint  within  ten  day^  after  the  close  of  this  Grand  Lodge  a  com- 
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mittoe  to  conRist  of  one  member  from  each  masonic  diRtrict,  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Senior 
and  Junior  Grand  Wardens,  and  that  Raid  committee  be  authorized  to 
examine  and  report  to  the  next  Grand  Lodge  any  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  or  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  will  facilitate  and 
expedite  the  business  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  said  committee 
be  also  directed  to  examine  and  report  as  to  the  feasibility  of  chang- 
ing from  the  present  system  of  representation  to  that  of  district 
representation . 

And  the  Committee  reported  as  follows,  which  was  adopted  : 

Your  Committee  are  not  advised,  that  it  is  ^^-ise  or  will  be  accepta- 
ble to  the  great  majority  of  the  Craft  to  give  up  the  Annual  General 
Assembly  of  the  representatives  of  the  Lodges  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion, and  cannot,  therefore,  recommend  any  measure  having  that  ob- 
ject in  view.  The  difficulty  under  which  we  labor  wifi  not  be 
lessened,  but  rather  increased  by  abandonment  of  the  Annual  Com- 
munication, and  the  power  of  a  Grand  Master  **  well  nigh  absolute** 
during  a  recess,  should  not  be  extended  beyond  the  present  limit  of 
one  year,  for  else  there  might  come  a  time  in  the  future  when  such 
extension  might,  in  that  respect,  bring  evi\n  intolerable  upon  the 
Craft. 

The  other  alterations  suggested  resolve  thenlselres  into  one,  the 
adoption  by  this  Grand  Body  of  the  system  of  creating  District  Urand 
Lodges,  and  electing  delegates  therefrom,  or  trq§i  the  present  or 
other  masonic  districts  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  place  of  the  x)resent 
representation  by  Masters  of  Lodges. 

Your  Committee  believe,  and  have  in  reports  hitherto  made  to  this 
Grand  Body,  expressed  the  belief  that  the  permanent  welfare  of  the 
fraternity  requires  the  adoption  of  some  measure  of  this  character 
at  an  early  perio<l. 

But  your  Committee  do  not  think  the  brethren  in  this  jurisdiction 
are  (piitc  ready  to  accede  to  its  adoption  now.  It  cjin  only  be 
brought  about  by  the  most  careful  and  deliberate  action,  wisely  con- 
serving all  that  is  good  in  our  present  system,  and  bringing  into 
action  only  such  new  measures  as  will  avoid  the  evils  under  which 
the  Craft  now  labor. 

Brother  Edward  Simmons  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers,  Grand  SecreUiry. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reviewed  the  proceedings  of 
Alabama  for  1882,  and  in  it  they  say  : 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  presented  a  report  which  was 
adopted,  by  which  the  Grand  Lrxlge  decided  that,  when  a  Warden 
removes  from  the  jurisiliction  of  his  Lodge,  the  Gmnd  Lodge,  or 
during  recess  the  Grand  Master,  may  grant  a  dispensation  to  elect  a 
new  Warden  to  till  the  vacancy. 

We  respectfully  dissent,  because  no  such  procee<ling  is  necessary. 
If  a  Warden  roniovvs,  or  even  <lies,  it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Master 
to  appjiut  one  ;//v;  ^//i.  until  the  next  time  of  chotising.  Besides  a 
Warden  to  be  eligible  to  the  mastership  must  have  been  elected  and 
served  one  year  as  such,  a  requirement  which  no  dispensation,  either 
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of  a  Grand  Liodge  or  Grand  Master,  can  set  aside,  hence  nothing  is 
taken  by  an  intemiediate  election. 

We,  perhaps,  might  have  agreed  with  them  if  we  had  not  been 
tanght  by  their  Grand  Master  Flagler  to  think  well  on  this  sub- 
ject before  speaking.  So  giving  his  view  we  will  hold  for  a  little 
more  time  to  reflect  upon  it.     From  his  address  : 

October  23d — Dispensation  to  Worth  Lodge  No.  210,  to  elect  .and 
install  a  Junior  Warden.  This  seemed  to  be  an  exceptional  case, 
and  it  appeared  from  the  application  that  the  election  of  this  officer 
was  necessary  to  enable  the  Lodge  to  continue  work. 

The  Committee  commenting  upon  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Arkansas  that  a  brother  who  dies  while  charges  arc  pending 
against  him  is  not  entitled  to  Masonic  burial,  express  so  clearly  the 
true  Masonic  rule  and  principle,  that  we  cannot  refrain  from  copy- 
ing it  : 

Touching  which  we  are  called  to  remark  as  to  No.  2,  that  we  can- 
not sufficiently  egress  our  surprise  that  in  this  ninetocnth  century, 
these  days  wheiLwh^nd  justice  and  fair  play  are  gradually  rising 
to  the  general  apjnPlqHuion,  it  should  be  solemnly  asserted  that  the 
mere  fact  of  charges  having  been  preferred  against  a  brother  should 
in  any  way  afifect^is  rights.  When  trial  has  been  had,  and  final 
judgment  pronounced,  he  must  then  accept  the  consequences  ;  but 
"we  protest  with  every  fibre  of  our  being,  as  a  man  and  a  Mason, 
agniust  any  premature  judgmeut,  or  the  assumption  that  charges  are 
true  until  they  have  been  actually  proved. 

Suppose  a  case,  where  a  brother  has  received  the  left-handed 
justice  awarded  this  Arkansas  brother,  and  on  trial  it  be  conclusively 
shown  that  the  charges  are  false  and  have  no  possible  basis  upon 
which  to  rest  ;  that  in  the  meanwhile  he  has  died,  how  is  reparation 
to  be  made,  how  apologize  to  the  cold  upturned  face,  how  arrange 
with  your  own  conscience  when  you  discover  that  you  have  done  a 
wrong  which  you  cannot  redeem  ?  Oh,  brethren  of  Arkansas,  and 
everywhere,  take  thought  before  you  act,  and  let  it  be  so  that  there 
shall  not  come  back  to  you  the  stings  of  conscience  for  irremediable 
wrong. 

The  review  of  foreign  Grand  Lodges  is  very  full  and  complete  and 
but  for  the  space  it  would  occupy  we  would  be  glad  to  lay  it  before  you. 
We  must  content  ourself,  however,  with  the  account  of  the  Masonic 
Beform  Movement  in  Germany,  which  we  give  entire,  that  our  breth- 
ren may  see  and  know  whither  they  are  drifting  : 

THE   MASONIC   REFOBM  MOVEMENT  IN   GERMANY. 

The  address  which  we  herewith  give,  issued  by  six  brethren,  has 
attracted  much  attention  and  caused  considerable  excitement  and 
discussion  among  the  fraternity  in  Germany.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
written  in  Ang^t  last,  but  was  distributed  among  the  Lodges  at  a 
much  later  date.    We  also  add  some  of  the  answers  it  has  evoked  from 
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Grand  Lodges,  and  as  both  address  and  answers  speak  for  them- 
selveR  comment  seems  unnecessary. 

The  subject  now  brought  prominently  before  the  fraternity  is  by 
no  means  a  now  one;  it  has  had  its  advocates  as  well  as  adversaries 
for  years  and  has  been  extensively  discussed  from  time  to  time  in  the 
masonic  journals  of  Germany.  That  the  ideas  promulgated  therein 
are  extending  caunot  be  denied,  but  that  they  will  remain  unaccepta- 
ble to  the  fraternity  at  large  is  equally  undeniable.  Perhaps  tney 
will  have  the  effect  of  purging  some  of  the  masonic  systems  of  En- 
rope  of  the  incongruities  in  which  they  abound.  A  careful  reading 
of  the  address  has  left  the  imprrssion  on  us,  that  its  aim  is  to  oppose 
sectarianism  in  Lodges  and  open  ita  doors  to  those  whoso  ideas  of  the 
Supreme  Being  and  morality  are  not  in  consonance  with  those  ac- 
cepted as  orthodox  by  the  institution. 

The  address  is  well  written  and  conciliatory  in  tone.  That  the 
seven  principles  laid  down  therein  are  not  offered  as  the  ultimatum 
is  evident,  for  it  invites  propositions  for  improvement,  for  which 
there  is  ample  room. 

The  following  is  the  address  : 

**TO   THB  LODGES  OF  OEBMANT. 

^^ Beloved  Breihrtn:  Many  entertain  the  opinion,  founded  upon  ex- 
perience, that  in  order  to  obtain  a  permanent  and  beneficial  influence 
on  civilized  life,  Freemasonry  needs  a  clear  explanation  of  its  prob- 
lems, and  the  ^lasonic  Union  an  internal  renovation. 

'*It  is  acknowle<lged  that  masonry  must  abandon  the  closely  con- 
fining principle  of  creed,  which  is  not  only  undermining  the  most 
important  foundations  of  a  union  encircling  the  world  but  also  free- 
dom of  conscience  and  universality. 

'*It  must  remain  open  to  the  influences  of  the  times,  absorb  new 
strength  from  them,  and  diffuse  them  again  in  society.  To  those  who 
pursue  the  history  of  our  union  attentively  and  i^ithout  prejudice 
this  tiisk  vdW  not  be  difficult;  we  must  return  to  the  old  sources  of 
masonic  knowledge,  which,  in  the  course  of  time,  have  been  disturbed 
by  erroneous  interpretation  or  intentional  falsification. 

**An  attempt  for  this  return  and  a  revivjil  of  the  Masonic  Union  we 
will  make  in  the  annexed  declaration,  in  which  we  lay  down  our  con- 
viction of  the  puri)ort  and  object  of  our  Art. 

**We  beg  of  you,  beloved  brethren,  to  examine  our  declaration,  and 
if  you  agree  with  the  views  therein  expressed,  to  communicate  to  us 
your  approval,  or  your  propositions  for  any  improvements  to  the 
care  of  Ernst  Bosenbebo.  Neue  Krame  2ijy  Frankfort-on-the-Main. 

"We  reserve  to  ourselves  the  right  to  consult  with  you  on  further 
steps,  which  wo  may  deem  desirable  for  the  lawful  attainment  of  our 
object. 

"Fraternally  your  faithful  brothers, 

"Dr.  RICHARD  BARTHELMESS, 

*'Meinf}er  of  the  Loihje  z.  d.  3  Pfeilen  Xumburg. 

Dr.  a.  BUECHLE,  }  Mnnhers  of  the  Lodqe  Badenia  ' 
W.  A.  FRIC,  (      2.  Foiischliitt,   Baiien- Baden. 


it 


"GUSTAV  MAIER, 

**MemJjer  of  Vie  Lfnlrje  Karlz.  d.  d.  IJlmen,  Ulm, 
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"KARL  PAUL, 

** Member  of  tlie  Lodge  Karl  z.   aufgehenden  Licht, 
**Fra)ikfort  o.  i.  m. 

**EENST  ROSENBERG, 

*^ Member  of  the  Lodge   z.    Frankfurter  Adler, 
^*  Frankfort  o.  t.  m." 

"Whkbeas,  It  appears  necessary  to  keep  Freemasonry  in  nnison 
with  the  progressive  Knowledge  of  the  hn)uan  race  in  order  to  secure 
for  it  a  permanent  efficiency  in  civilization,  and 

"Wherkas,  The  Old  Charges  in  the  Book  of  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  of  1723,  which  is  the  source  of  and  founda- 
tion for  masonic  law,  point  to  this  end;  and 

"Whzbeas,  The  Old  Charges  'oblige  Masons  to  that  religion  only  in 
which  all  men  agree;  to  be  good  men  and  true,  or  men  of  Honor 
and  Honesty,  by  whatever  Denominations  they  may  be  distinguish- 
ed 'y  and 

"Whkbeas,  The  Old  Charges  enjoin  that  *no  private  Piques  or 
Quarrels  must  be  brought  within  the  door  of  the  Lodge,  far  less  any 
Quarrels  about  Religion,  or  Nations,  or  State  Policy;'  and 

"Whebeas,  According  to  the  Old  Charges,  the  founders  of  the  ma- 
sonic Union,  by  laying  down  the  principle  of  human  equality  during 
the  time  of  the  unrestrained  supremacy  of  sectarianism,  recognized 
and  demanded  philanthropy  as  the  foundation  of  Freemasonry ;  and 
finally, 

"Whkbeas,  According  to  the  Old  Charges  the  masonic  Union  must 
remove  everything  that  may  separate  brethren,  so  that  it  may  be  a 
centre  for  a  union,  we  profess  the  following 

"OE2YEBAIi  PBINCIPLES  OF  FBEEMASONBT. 

"1.  It  is  the  purpose  of  Freemasonry  to  ennoble  man  intellectually 
and  morally  and  advance  thereby  the  welfare  of  human  society  ac- 
cording to  a  form  borrowed  from  the  customs  of  operative  masons, 
united  into  Lodges. 

"2.  Freemasonry  has  pure  moral  law  for  its  foundation  and  seeks 
to  obtain  the  harmonious  formation  of  the  individual's  life,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  community  and  the  extension  of  universal  love  of  the 
human  race. 

"3.  The  masonic  Union  desires  to  carry  out  the  aims  and  princi- 
ples of  Freemasonry  by  intellectual  instruction  within  the  Lodges  and 
by  practice  and  example  outside  thereof. 

"4.     The  masonic  Union  upholds  the  principle  of  liberty  of  con-' 
science,  of  religion  and  of  thought.     It  rejects  all  force  that  threat- 
ens this  freedom  and  every  persecution  that  is  practiced  against  peo- 
ple who  are  of  different  faith  and  opinion. 

**5.  The  masonic  Union  demands  no  profession  or  creed  what- 
ever from  its  candidates.  It  only  prescribes  that  they  shall  be  free 
men  of  good  repute  and  of  the  intellectual  culture  which  the  practice 
of  masonry  requires,  without  distinction  of  rank,  religion,  or  race. 

**6.  The  masonic  Union  demands  from  its  members  an  earnest 
participation  in  the  great  ethic  and  social  questions  in  the  sense  of  a 
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peaceable  development.  The  Lodge  itself  is  neutral  ground  in  vhich 
all  qneRtions  of  life  and  of  science  may  and  shall  receive  uncon- 
strained discnssion,  bnt  the  threshold  of  which  must  not  be  crossed 
by  the  passions  of  public  life  and  of  political  or  religious  party 
strife. 

**7.  The  masonic  Union  is  not  a  secret  association;  its  aims,  his- 
tory, laws  and  statistics  are  not  secrets.  The  obligation  of  secrecy 
assumed  by  every  member  thereof  has  only  reference  to  its  rites  and 
the  signs  of  recognition." 

These  are  the  seven  principles  embodying  the  ideas  of  the  signers 
of  the  address.  For  the  puri)ose  of  exposing  more  clearly  the  sup- 
posed intent  of  the  signers  thereof  the  Grand  Master  of  Hamburg  has 
issued  the  following  circular  letter  : 

''CIBCULAB    OF  THE    GRAND   MASTER    TO    THE    WORSHIPFUL     3fA8TKRS  OF 

OUR  DAUGHTER  LODGES. 

**  Worsh'tpf^d  and  Itdoved  Brethren  : — Six  brother  Freemasons,  two  of 
whom,  Brother  Rosenborg  at  Fraukfort-on-thc-Main  and  G.  Maier  at 
Ulm,  belonging  to  the  Hamburg  Grand  Lodge  Union,  have  issued  an 
address  to  the  Lodges  of  Germany,  a  copy  of  which  has  probably 
also  reached  you.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  come  to  an  open  under- 
standing with  you  in  regard  to  the  tenor  of  that  address. 

**The  before  mentirmed  brethren  advance  as  a  reason  tor  their 
course,  *that  it  seems  necessary  to  keep  Freemasonry  in  unison 
with  the  progressive  knowledge  of  the  human  race(?)  and  they, 
therefore,  propose  to  remodel  the  'General  Masonic  Principles,' 
which  were  adopted  at  the  Grand  Masters  meeting  in  1870,*  at 
Hamburg,  and  wnich  occupy  a  place  at  the  head  of  our  constitution 
(Constitution,  p .  1  and  2).  lleproduciug  the  same  in  part  word  for 
word,  they  omit  some  of  the  most  im|)ortjint  provisions,  thereby  en- 
tirely chiiugiiig  the  character  of  the  same.  They  omit,  tor  instance, 
*the  belief  in  God  as  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  and  in 
a  higher  law  of  naiure,'  and  also  the  practice  of  that  highest  moral 
law  :  *Love  God  above  all,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself  '  They  also 
omit,  Hhe  principal  and  unchangeable  symbols  of  Freemasonry, 
Bible,  SffunrOy  and  ComjHisftes.'*  The  address,  apparently  seeking  to 
support  itself  by  the  Old  C'harges,  omits  the  pnncipal  sentonce  :  the 
Freemason,  *if  he  rightly  understands  the  Art,  will  never  t}€  a  5<ifpui 
atheisi.' 

**Those  omissions  reveal  the  plan  of  the  address  completely.  By 
the  adoption  of  the  propositions  it  contains,  Freemasonry  would  be- 
come purely  atheistical,  aposition  which  the  Grand  Orient  de  France 
assumed  live  years  ago.  Tnat  Grand  Lodge,  as  well  known,  has  en- 
tirely isolated  itself  thereb}-.  I  remind  you,  beloved  brethren,  that  it 
was  this  deplorable  step  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Orient  de  France 
that  induced  the  Grand  Lodge  Diet  at  Hamburg,  in  1878,  to  adopt 
unanimously  the  well  known  masonic  confession  of  faith,  prepareil 
by  our  deceased  brother  Bluntschli  at  the  request  of  the  Diet,  and 
which  puts  down  the  belief  in  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe 
as  the  unchangeable  foundation  of  freemasonry,  closing  with  the 
words  that  'atheistic  Freemasonry  ceases  to  be  Freemasonry.* 

**I  am  certain  that  you,  Worshipful  Masters,  will  recognize  it  with 

•See  Trans.  N.  Y.,  1871,  p.  so. 
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ar  dtity  to  oppose,  in  otir  respective  circles,  most  deter- 
the  Bodnctive  doctrines  wbich  the  address  is  endenvoring  to 
late,  so    that  the  obnoxious  sprouting  ^seed  may  be  removed 


til 


"FRIEDR  GLITZA, 
^Crrand  Master  of  Uie  Grand  Lodfje  of  Hamlmrg, 
iburg,  October  23,  1882." 

le  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  **Zu  den  drei  Weltktigeln" 
Globes)  at  Berlin,  December  7,  1882,   the  address  was  also 
ore  that  body,  wherenpon  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  R.  W. 
Frederichs,  who  presided,  made  the  following  remarks  : 

hrtn  :  You  will  notice  that  the  signers  of  the  address  assume 
ition  that  in  order  to  intiucnce  civilization,  the  aims  of  ma- 
honld  be  clearly  stated,  and  that  the  masonic  Union  re([uircs 
tmal  renovation.  Tho^-  also  consider  it  indispensable  that 
sonry  should  be  kept  in  harmony  with  the  progress  of  the 
knowledge,  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  this,  it 
tsary  to  return  to  the  Old  Charges. 

3  Union  Directory  considers  it  proper  not  to  leave  the  Grand 
md  its  daughter  lodges  in  uncertainty  as  to  its  opinion  of  the 
in  the  address,  and  feels  a.ssured  of  a  general  assent  thereto. 
»r  npou  a  full  examination  of  these  points,  would  be  investing 
ith  too  much  importtiuce.  I  will  not  omit,  however,  to  draw 
>n  to  the  inconsistency,  that  while  Freemasonry'  is  to  be  kept 
lony  with  the  progress  of  knowledge,  this  progress  is  to  be 
n  the  period,  long  gone  by,  in  which  the  so-called  Old  Charges 
loptecK  It  was  as  far  back  as  1870,  that  the  united  Grand 
3  came  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  so-called 
axgee,  that  their  claims  were  no  longer  in  accord  with  the  spirit 
age,  and  that  they  should  be  preserved  only  as  an  historical 
lent.  Concerning  the  contents  of  the  principles  laid  down  in 
Iress,  they  differ  materially  in  one  point  from  the  general  prin- 
leretofore  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the  German  Grand 
,  and  in  this  is  found  the  true  tendency  of  its  authors.  It  is 
rate  Freemasonry  from  its  religious  basis  and  steer  German 
tsonry  into  the  channel  in  which  French  Freemasonry  has 
»nnd  since  the  time  when  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  declared 
e  principle  of  a  belief  in  God,  was  no  longer  required  for  ad- 
1  into  a  lodge.  For  that  reason  the  address  speaks  of  intellec- 
id  moral  education  as  the  objects  of  the  Union,  but  not  of 
18  education  and  improvement.  In  France,  the  declaration 
of,  finds  some  excuse  in  the  fact  that  the  view  upon  which 
sed,  is  connected  with  the  somewhat  extended  ))hilo»'ophical 
cv,  the  so-called  PosUivism.  That,  as  is  proclaimed,  desires 
eJly  to  establish  a  morality  without  rtlimon,  because  the  latter  is 
th  in  no  other  shape  than  in  the  frigiitful  form  of  the  Roman 
with  its  Jesuit  morality.  But  the  wish  of  transplanting  the 
68  of  Positivism  into  Gormany,  even  with  the  host  intentions, 
against  the  sjnrit  of  our  great  philosophy  and  can  only  be 
ned  by  what  wicked  and  generally  prevailing  confusion  of  con- 
by  which  Christian  theology  and  Christianity,  Rehgion  and 
doniy  religion  per  se  and  in  appearance,  are  arbitrarily  mixed  up. 
mmn  masonry,  unless  it  wants  to  abandon  itself,  is  too  pro- 
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foundly  planned  to  lay  aside  religious  eultnre  and  improvement  with 
bniuane  moral  perfection.  It  is  one  of  the  greatest  errors  of  oar 
time  to  insist  that  a  belief  in  God,  in  moral  liberty,  in  the  invariable 
laws  of  natare  and  in  the  personal  infinity  of  the  Spirit,  are  dogmas 
that  Lave  sprung  from  a  reflecting  intellect  or  from  abstract  specula- 
tions ;  they  are  rather  the  profoundest  ideas  of  the  mind,  of  which 
we  become  directly  conscious  in  our  feelings,  will  and  imaginations, 
and,  therefore,  the  most  positive  that  exisit.  Morality  and  religion 
can  only  be  separated  by  abstract  thought. 

**The  Union  Directory  (Bundes  Directorium)  has  clearly  expressed 
itself  in  the  circulars  issued  on  St.  John's  day  for  the  last  few  years 
on  the  problems  and  position  of  freemasonry  of  the  present  time.  In 
the  last  circular,  also,  has  it  directed  attention  to  the  inseparability  of 
religion  and  morality.  In  this  we  are  entirely  in  harmony  with  the 
general  masonic  principles  established  by  the  Grand  Lodge  League. 
A  change  of  the  same  in  the  sense  of  the  address  would  only  be  a 
weakening  of  their  deeply  moral  and  religious  worth  as  laid  down  in 
our  ritual  and  in  the  symbols  of  our  Royal  Art.  We  have  contidence 
in  th6  enlightenment  prevailing  in  our  lodges,  that  the  brethren  will 
recognize  this  with  ourselves  and  act  accordingly." 

The  Grand  Lodge  fully  assented  to  the  explanations  made  by  tlve 
Deputy  Grand  Master  in  the  name  of  the  Union  Director^'. 

The  same  address,  we  are  informed,  was  also  read  and  discussed 
at  a  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  **Zur  Sonne"  at  Bayreuth,  and  its 
Protocol  contains  the  following  passage  in  relation  to  it :  **  The  Coun- 
cil of  the  Union  (Grand  Lodge  officers)  listened  to  this  communica- 
tion with  great  satisfaction,  and  declared  that  it  fully  agreed  with  the 
contents  thereof." 

Is  it  not  singular  that  the  authority  of  the  late  Bro.  Bluntschli, 
who  was  a  Past  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  should  be  quoted 
by  Hamburg  as  opposed  to  the  promulgated  address,  while  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  which  he  imparted  lustre  as  its  Grand  Master,  approves  the 
contents  of  the  same?    Whence  this  discrepency  j 

The  five  independent  lodges  (of  Germany)  also  issued  a  joint  de- 
claration in  reference  to  the  address.  They  totally  dissent  from  the 
principles  laid  down  therein.  Most  of  the  other  numerous  publica- 
tions on  the  subject  that  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  are,  upon  the 
whole,  unfavorable  to  the  seven  principles,  which,  as  one  of  their 
opponents  says,  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  the  progress  of  the  age, 
go  back  to  the  old  charges. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  however,  that  there  is  a  tendency  among  por- 
tions of  the  fraternity  of  Continental  Europe  to  lavor  the  ideas  ad- 
vanced by  the  six  signers  of  the  address.  One  of  the  signers  of  the 
same  has  seen  tit  to  write,  by  request,  an  explanatory  letter,  which 
may  be  taken  as  an  annoUition  to  the  original  text.  It  is  published 
in  the  Ixitomia,  a  Masonic  journal,  and  reads  as  follows  : 

A   REVIEW   OF  THE   FRANKFOBT   MANIFESTO. 

We  have  received  the  folhiwing  letter  from  Bro.  Gustav  Maier,  at 
Frankfort -on-tho-Main,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  noted  aildress  : 

*'  UtrUn-i'il  Hndher  :—l  very  willingly  comply  with  your  ^ish,  to  give 
you  some  information  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  authors  o£ 
our  address,  and  although  my  utterances  are  only  those  of  an  indi— 
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vidual,  yet  I  may  assume  that  I  am  correctly  reflecting  the  ideas  and 
intentions  of  my  associates. 

"  The  fact  that  our  beautiful  Union  occupies  no  longer  its  former 
importance,  has,  of  late,  engaged  the  attention  of  many  faithful 
brethren.  Three  directions  are  distinguishable  in  their  conception 
of  the  same. 

"1.  The  -bulk,'  which  does  not  concern  itself  much  about  the 
world-wide  importance  of  the  Union,  finds  its  satisfaction  in  the  ac- 
customed ways,  be  this  the  nobler  satisfaction  of  philanthropic 
thoughts  and  works,  or  simpl}'  the  satisfaction  of  social  necessities. 

**  2.  The  radical  left  wing,  which  is  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
freemasonry  has  outlived  itself,  looks  upon  it  as  a  venerable  relic  and 
drifts  along  pro  forma,  because  it  is  agreeable  to  it  for  some  other  ex- 
ternal reasons.  This  conception  is  the  most  dangerous,  because  it  is 
pessimistically  contagious. 

"3.  With  permission — a  right  wing,  which  has  preserved  the  old 
love  for  the  good  cause,  and  the  faith  in  its  future  ;  it  desires  to  take 
active  steps  to  check  threatening  ruin. 

"Among  the  last  may  be  found  the  authors  of  the  much-talked- 
about  address. 

**To  control  a  disease  a  diagnosis  becomes  necessary.  "We  find 
that  the  cause  for  the  retrogression  in  intellectual  life  is  to  be  found 
in  the  lodges.  This  seems  to  have  retrograded  as  compared  with 
former  times,  perhaps  not  absolutely  but  only  relatively.  One  hun- 
dred years  ago  freemasonry  was  the  pillar  of  ideal  civilization  ;  to-day 
it  is  no  longer.  The  u-ise,  but  misunderstood  rule,  that  political  and 
religious  controversies  (not  questions)  must  be  kept  out  of  the  lodges 
has  brought  about  that  every  thing  touching  religion  and  politics  (the 
Utter  taken  m  the  extended  sense  of  the  word  and  not  as  party  pol- 
itics) being  forbidden,  and  with  this,  if  accepUid  as  a  principle,  the 
mission  of  freemasonry  as  a  light  for  ninnkind  is  finished.  IVe,  on  tfte 
diker  handy  demand  thai  freemasonry  shall  serimislg  ocaipv  itself  lotih  the 
great  ethical  and  social  questions  in  the  sense  of  a  peaceable  development, 
that  the  lodge  may  be  the  compensating  medium  for  the  opposing 
views  ;  not  by  glossing  them  over  and  ignoring  them,  but  that  it  may 
effect  a  positive  decision  and  so  an  adjustment  and  conciliation.  We 
demand,  that  the  lodge  shaU  be  a  consecrated  place,  where  truth  is 
taught,  where  science  is  fostered,  that,  besides  its  humanitarian  and 
Bocial  activity,  it  be  a  temple  of  culture,  in  which  those  who  are  in- 
itiiited  may  enter  with  reverence,  and  which  every  profane  may  pass 
by  with  respect.     Thus  it  was  once  and  thus  it  shall  be  again. 

*'  This  beloved  brother,  w  the  pith  of  the  whole  explanation  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  it  has  been  so  little  comprehended  in  the  controversy 
heretofore  had.  Everything  else  is  only  inference  and  the  postulates 
deducted  therefrom. 

**  The  lodges  need  more  intellect tial  strength,  more  intellectual  culture. 
For  this  purpose  more  supporters  of  intellectual  power  are  needed. 
It  is  almost  generally  acknowledged  that  the  supporters  of  intellectual 
power,  as  a  class,  avoid  the  lodges  more  than  formerly.  What  is  the 
cause  of  this?  Perhaps  it  is  the  result  of  cause  and  effect,  and  per- 
haps the  reasons  for  it  exist  in  ourselves. 

'*  It  may  be  that  we  throw  impediments  in  the  way  of  many  liboijU 
and  able  minds  by  certain  suj)iH)sitions.  Many,  for  conventional 
reason,  assent  passively  to  the  supposition  that  they  are  of  the  creed 
in  which  they  were  bom  ;  they,  however,  have  no  desire  of  assuming 
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a  new  one  actively.  Can  our  onion  readily  dispense  with  the  larger 
number  of  these?  We  think  not.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  our 
union  should  not  close  its  portals  to  those  who  do  not  want  to  assent 
to  the  supposition  of  a  deism  in  even  the  broadest  Hcnsc.  Will  it  be 
denied  that  the  science  of  our  time  is  not  controlled  by  a  certain 
coolness  toward  this  death  ?  Is  it  wise  to  ])lace  the  lodge  on  un  insu- 
lated chair  in  regard  to  it  ?  Or  is  it  not  rather  timely  to  unite  all 
those  who  strive  for  all  that  is  good  and  noble,  without  difference  as 
to  creed  ?  Is  not  the  latter  really  the  fundamental  principle  of  free- 
masonry. 

**We  do  not  want  to  make  Freemasonry  atheistical;  that  has  never 
entered  our  thoughts,  and  if  that  had  ever  been  any  one^s  intention, 
we  should  take  the  field  against  such  a  one-sided  stop.  W^e  have  no 
wish  to  drive  the  God-fearing  brother  from  among  us;  neither  do  we 
wish  to  see  him  excluded,  who  does  not  share  the  known  supp^isitions 
and  is  honest  enough  to  acknowledge  it.  Is  that  asking  too  much  for 
the  Freemasonr>'  of  the  nineteenth  century? 

*'We  want  fresh,  cheerful  intellectual  Ufe  in  our  union,  and  the 
banishment  of  the  old  self-sufficient  slow  ways,  of  indifference  here 
and  pessimism  there.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  that  all  wistlom 
should  come  from  above  and  believe  that  it  can  do  no  harm  if  in  a 
union  of  freemen  a  free  voice  makes  itself  heard  occasionally  'from 
below.'  This  cannot  be  done  \«'ithont  some  intellectual  struggle. 
There  is  no  harm  in  this,  however,  and  we  have  even  now  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  we  have  infused  alreadv  souie  new  life  in  the 
Lodges  and  in  the  masonic  press.  Whether  this  manifestn  itself  in 
opposition  or  approbation  is  a  matter  of  indifference,  if  it  is  only 
carried  on  in  fraternal  forms,  and  these  we  have  not  disregarded. 

**Both  opposition  and  approbation  have  manifested  themselves 
very  fully,  and  more  than  we  ha<l  hoped  for.  We  never  anticipated 
any  other  result  and  never  expected  an  instantaneous,  rapid  victory. 

''Already  have  a  considerable  number  of  sympathizers  assembled 
around  us,  and  we  intend  to  proceed  quietly  and  fraternally  sine  ira 
ei  siiuiiOf*  as  soon  as  the  proper  time  comes  for  it. 

"All  we  claim  is  that  our  opponents,  whose  convictions  we  value 
and  honor,  shall  recognize  us  as  brethren  having  the  welfare  of  the 
union  at  heart  and  that  our  views  and  intentions  be  not  misunder- 
stood and  misconstrued.  That  is  the  least  that  may  be  expected  of 
freemasons. 

**  F&ankfobt-on-the-Main. 

"Bb.  GUSTAV  MAIEB." 

The  above  was  published  in  January,  1883. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

This  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  for  the  Ninety-sixth 
Annual  Communication  by  Henry  F.  Graiuger,  Grand  Master.     Ther^- 
were  present  representatives  from  111  subordiimte   Lodges.     Active 
Lodges  204  ;  number  of  members  G,211  ;  gain,  07. 

The  Grand  Master  bewails  the  lack  of  zeal  among  the  Craft ;  thinks 

•without  auifcr  or  favor. 
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the  o&releBsness  and  lukewarmness  of  the  members  a  great  bar  to  ttm 
growth  of  the  Liodges.  He  says  that  if  the  brethren  exemplified 
more  fully  ontside  the  Lodge  what  they  were  taught  in  it  maoh  bene- 
fit would  result. 

He  is  opposed  to  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Grand 
Master  except  where  the  reasons  are  very  strong.    Bight; 

The  Qtand  Secretary's  report  betokens  renewed  activity  among  the 
Craft 

The  Orphan  Asylum  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Lodge  seems 
to  be  doing  much  good  although  every  such  institution  will  be  oon» 
tinually  straitened  for  means,  the  demand  for  its  care  so  constantly 
increasing. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  system  of  D.  D.  Grand  Masters  for 
the  visiting  of  every  Lodge  at  least  once  a  year,  but  they  provided 
no  methods  for  the  payment  of  expenses. 

In  relation  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  Committee 
on  Jurisprudence  say,  and  say  truly : 

Masonic  law  embraces  not  onlv  the  lex  scripla  but  lex  rum  scripta. 
The  latter  includes  in  its  circle  the  Grand  Mister's  Prerogatives,  one 
of  which  is  the  power  of  dispensaiion ;  and,  when  properly  determ- 
ined, is  as  sacred  and  inviolable  as  the  Jformer,  The  Grand  Master  is 
the  onstodian  in  the  several  jurisdictions  of  Masonic  Tradition.  It 
is  his  duty  to  transmii  this  code  as  pure  as  he  received  it. 

Bobert  Bingham,  Grand  Master. 
Donald  W.  Bain,  Grand  Secretary. 
No  report  on  Correspondence. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
Held  7th  June,  1882,  under  the  supervision  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
A¥illiam  Taylor,  there  being  present  representative  from  50  subordi- 
nates. Total  chartered  Lodges  66  ;  total  members  2,898  ;  loss  during 
the  year  86. 

The  Grand  Master  says  the  condition  of  the  Lodges  is  not  good, 
^nd  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  still  worse,  but  upon 
heading  the  report  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  Masters,  our  hopes  are  revived. 
There  are  ebbs  and  flows  in  Masonry  as  in  all  the  other  affairs  of  men, 
the  former  should  not  discourage  nor  the  latter  elate  us. 

J.  W.  Laurie,  Grand  Master. 

Benjamin  Curren,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  D.  C.  Moon,  as  Chairman,  made  the  report  on  Correspondence 
kindly  noticing  Alabama  for  1881. 

(10) 
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NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  contains  also  a  record  of  the 
several  quarterly  communications  during  the  year.  The  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  was  James  Squire  Farnell,  and  he  so  continues.  The  Lodges 
now  number  31.  We  have  no  method  of  ascertaining  how  many 
members  there  are.  The  proceedings  throughout,  however,  warrant 
the  statement  that  each  of  the  subordinates  are  growing  in  strength 
as  well  as  arc  the  number  of  them  increasing.  England,  Scotland 
and  Ireland  still  continue  to  have  Lodges  within  the  territory  obedi- 
ent to  them.  Time,  which  smoothes  the  wrinkles  of  anger,  will  yet 
give  to  this  new,  yet  vigorous,  Grand  Lodge  complete  and  undisputed 
control  over  the  Lodges  in  the  entire  territory. 

We  would  have  liked  to  have  given  a  few  extracts  from  the  report 
of  the  Grand  Inspector  of  work  and  some  other  things,  notably,  an 
ode  written  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  a  new  Ma- 
sonic building,  but  a  small  pencilleil  mem.  by  our  Grand  Secretary, 
**  Return  this,"  prevents,  for  we  neither  have  the  time  nor  the  incli- 
nation to  copy  them. 

NOVA  SCOTU. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  Gth  June,  1883, 
Grand  Master  J.  Wimburn  Laurie  presiding.  Thirty-five  Lodges  were 
represented.  Within  this  jurisdiction  are  06  chartered  Lodges;  62 
made  returns,  A^ith  a  membership  of  2.801,  there  having  been  an  in- 
crease of  48  during  the  year. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  besides  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
eral duties  of  the  office,  gives  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  recep- 
tion by  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
during  a  recent  visit  to  that  country. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  entirely  local  in  character, 
but  we  find  from  the  reports  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  M^isters  that  the 
Lodges  are  generally  in  a  very  healthy  and  prosperous  condition. 

Brother  Laurie  was  re-elected  Grand  Master;  Brother  Benjamin, 
Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  seem  not  to  have  had  our  pro- 
ceedings before  them,  although  tboy  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  50 
(Jrand  Lf>dgcs.  Under  New  Ilaiupshire  the  committee  thus  expre.'-s 
themselves  in  relation  to  a  Masonic  Orphans*  Home  : 

It  cannot  but  be  matter  of  congratulation  to  our  brethren  of  New 
Hampshire,  that  they  have  taken  the  initiatory  steps  in  an  enterprise 
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which,  as  time  progresses,  it  may  be  hoped  will  be  imitated  in  every 
Masonic  jnrisdiction.  It  is  that  of  a  Masonic  Orphan's  Home.  None 
who  have  seen  the  beneficent  workings  of  similar  institutions  in  the 
Mother  Conntry  will  fail  to  appreciate  the  great  blessings  they  bestow 
on  the  fatherless  and  poor  who  are  entitled  to  their  help.  The  com- 
mittee appointed  at  the  last  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge  recommend 
the  procuring  of  an  Act  of  Incorporation,  which  shall  include  the 
making  of  the  Grand  Master  ex  officio  president  of  the  corporation, 
together  with  other  Grand  OflBcers  and  tne  Masters  of  Lodges,  thereby 
establishing  intimate  relations  with  the  fraternity  throughout  the 
State.  The  Institution  will  depend  on  voluntary  contributions,  and 
will  in  no  sense  be  a  burden  upon  the  funds  of  the  Graft. 

This  is  a  step  we,  in  Alabama,  also  have  in  view,  but  we  fear  that 
even  in  these  days  of  great  general  charity  it  will  be  found  impossi^ 
ble  to  continae  any  such  institution,  if  it  must  depend  on  voluntary 
contributions,  for  the  brethren  too  soon  become  ''weary  in  well 
doing,*'  and  soon  inscribed  upon  the  door  will  be  found  Carthago  fiuL 

OHIO. 

The  Seventy-third  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  was 
held  at  Cleveland  on  the  17th  of  October,  .1882,  under  the  direction 
of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Charles  <^.  Kiefer,  there  being  present,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  ''representatives  from  over 
three  hundred  chartered  Lodges." 

We  find  473  active  Lodges  on  the  roll,  with  a  membership  of  30,357, 
and  an  increase  of  1800  for  the  year. 

Over  this  large  jurisdiction  we  find  Grand  Master  Kiefer  exercising 
firmness  and  moderation  in  his  government.  In  his  address  he 
pertinently  asks  of  the  brethren  assembled,  "What  are  you  here 
for?**  and  answers: 

We  are  here  in  the  interest  of  one  of  the  grandest  human  organiza- 
tions on  the  face  of  the  earth;  a  constituent  part  of  one  of  the  best 
Grand  Masonic  Jurisdictions  on  the  Continent,  occupying  positions 
of  honor  and  dignity  in  the  great  Masonic  family  of  the  world. 

Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  meet  the  responsibilities  and  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  hour,  as  becomes  men  ana  Masons ^  so  that  when  our 
work  is  done  we  may  return  to  our  respective  homes,  refreshed  and 
strengthened  with  new  vigor  and  stronger  purposes  than  ever  before, 
to  disseminate  the  genuine  principles  of  Freemasonrv  in  the  lives  we 
live,  the  work  we  do,  and  the  infiuence  we  exert  m  the  sphere  in 
which  we  move. 

We  find  that-  there  wpre  78  Dispensations  granted  by  the  Grand 
Master  to  elect  and  install  ofticers,  and  among  those  one  to  elect  and 
install  a  Worshipful  Master.  The  circumstances  calling  for  this  ex- 
ercise of  discretion  are  not  given,  nor  have  we  at  hand  the  means  of 
determining  whether  this  last  was  the  result  of  any  constitutional 
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provision,  but  we  have  been  taught  that  the  Senior  Warden,  of  right, 
fills  the  place  of  Master  when  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  latter. 

We  commend  his  remarks  about  the  establishment  of  new  Lodges, 
which  we  quote  to  our  brethren  and  Grand  Masters  generally: 

The  granting  of  Dispensations  for  new  Lodges  has  been  a  matter 
of  great  anxiety  to  me.  There  are  so  many  Lodges  now  in  existence 
that  are  not  self -sustaining,  and  that  are  a  serious  incumbrance  to 
the  prosperity  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  for  other  reasons,  which  need 
not  be  namea  in  this  connection,  I  have  tried  to  be  careful  in  this 
direction,  and  in  at  least  two  out  o!  the  cases  to  be  submitted  for 
your  approval,  I  have  placed  all  the  obstacles  in  the  way  that  I  could. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  to  see  the  efifortS  made  to  confer  the  de- 
grees on  maimed  candidates,  but  M.  W.  Brother  Kiefer  firmly  re- 
fused to  allow  any  violation  of  the  landmarks. 

He  advises  permanency  in  the  house  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  thinks 
that  so  grand  a  body  should  have  a  fixed  residence. 

In  connection  with  his  objection  to  issuing  Dispensations  for  the 
organization  of  new  Lodges,  we  quote  approvingly  some  further  re- 
marks from  this  most  excellent  address  : 

Has  it  occurred  to  you  that  in  our  Lodges  we  are  making  Masons 
very  rapidly.  From  this  source  alone  I  have  great  anxiety  for  the 
future  of  our  Order.  There  is  more  danger  to  be  feared  from  the 
popularity  of  Masonry  than  from  any  other  source.  We  are  not  as 
careful  in  the  selection  of  our  material  out  of  which  to  *'mako  Ma- 
sons" as  we  should  be.  Some  of  us  are  great  sticklers  as  to  the  phys- 
ical qualifications  of  candidates,  and  in  our  zeal  in  this  direction,  lose 
sight  of  every  other  consideration.  Brethren,  our  standard  is  entirely 
too  low.  May  I  ask  you  here  and  now  to  join  me  in  an  hgnest,  faith- 
ful, and  earnest  eifort  to  raise  the  standard  of  qualification  higher 
than  it  has  been  in  the  past  ? 

We  do  not  like  his  recommendation  that  an  application  for  the  three 
degrees  should  be  subjected  to  only  one  ballot,  and  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  waived  the  question  on  constitutional  grounds. 

Brother  Charles  C.  Kiefer  was  re-elected  Grand  Master;  Brother 
Jno.  D.  Caldwell  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  R.  £.  liichards  presented  the  Correspondence  report,  re- 
viewing the  proceedings  of  fifty-four  Gkrand  Lodges;  those  of  Ala^ 
bama  for  1881  being  of  the  number. 

He  notices  approvingly  many  of  the  decisions  of  Grand  Master 
Tompkins,  and  the  report  of  Brother  Beers.  Of  the  hitter  he  says  r 
•'Any  attempt  to  siitisfactorily  review  the  one  before  us  would  be 
futile,"  &c. 

The  report  is  a  most  admirable  one,  full,  chatty  and  newsy,  giving 
to  our  Ohio  brethren  a  very  complete  conception  (at  least  to  those 
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who  will  read  the  report)  of  the  conditioA  of  the  fraternity  through- 
oat  oar  broad  land. 

OBEGON. 

M.  W.  Joseph  N.  Dolph,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample  form  the 
Thirty-third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  11th 
of  May,  1883,  vrith  representatives  from  64  Lodges;  66  made  returns; 
showing  a  membership  of  2,981,  there  haWng  been  an  increase  during 
the  year  of  130. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  country  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

Every  branch  of  industry  in  the  State  is  being  stimulated  by  the 
influx  of  new  ener^  and  capital.  New  enterprises  are  being  under- 
taken. Labor  is  in  demand,  and  commancis  remunerative  wages. 
Contentment  prevails.  Schools  and  educational  institutions  are  be- 
ing multiplied.  In  short,  we  appear  as  a  State  to  have  fairly  entered 
upon  sucn  a  career  of  development  and  prosperity  as  has  scarcely 
been  witnessed  in  any  other  portion  of  the  Union. 

His  decisions,  when  based  on  the  general  principles  of  Masonry, 
were  in  full  accord  with  the  rulings  here . 

Although  we  have  frequently  uttered  our  opinion  of  the  constant, 
yet  unattainable,  desire  to  produce  uniformity  of  work,  believing  as 
we  do  that  it  has  been  the  ujnisfatuus  which  has  lured  too  many  to 
neglect  the  principles  taught  for  the  manner  only  of  conveying  them ; 
yet  we  heartily  endorse  the  utterances  of  the  Grand  Master,  which  we 
copy  below  in  this  behalf,  for  uniformity  in  essentials  is  necessary. 
No  two  men  think  alike  or  use  tha  common  language  alike  any  more 
than  they  look  alike.  Hence,  the  diversity  in  language  in  conveying 
the  same  ideas  by  different  individuals.    He  thus  speaks: 

I  believe  the  great  majority  of  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  are  heart- 
ily tired  of  the  mongrel  work  now  used  in  the  jurisdiction,  and 
thorou(^bl^  disgusted  with  the  fact  that  there  is  no  standard  of  work  in 
the  jurisdiction,  or  if  there  is,  that  there  is  no  one  who  has  authority 
to  teach  it  as  such.  I  believe  I  do  not  speak  unadvisedly  when  I  say 
there  are  no  two  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  which  use  the  same  rit- 
ual, and  that  it  is  not  unusual  to  find  officers  of  the  same  Lodge 
using  different  phraseology.  While  this  condition  of  affairs  is,  to 
some  extent,  due  to  the  cosmopolitan  character  of  our  membership, 
it  is  particularly  chargeable  to  the  fact  that  the  Grand  Lodge  has 
hitherto  neglected  to  take  measures  to  secure  a  uniform  work. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized  and  saluted  at  this 
session. 

The  Grand  Lodge  appointed  a  committee  to  determine  the  work 
and  qualify  themselves  for  its  exemplification  at  the  next  annual 
communication . 
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The  Committee  on  Becords  of  Lodges  say: 

We  find  the  errors  and  imperfections  so  numerous  and  ghiring  that 
it  is  impossible  to  particularize,  but  recommend  that  at  the  next  an- 
nual communication  of  this  Grand  Lod^e,  the  errors  appearing  in 
the  records  of  respective  Lodges *be  recounted  by  the  committee. 

Brother  W.  T.  Wright  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  F. 
J.  Bubcock,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  by  S.  F.  Chadwick,  giving  a  capi- 
tal review  of  the  proceedings  of  fifty  Grand  Lodges — among  which  is 
that  of  Alabama  for  1882. 

Wo  like  his  views  of  the  non-payment  of  dues,  and  we  give  them  in 
fuU: 

If  a  member  does  not  pay  dues,  the  contract  is  broken  and  he  is  no 
longer  a  member  of  the  Lodge.  He  may  be  able  to  pay  Lodge  dues 
notwithstanding.  Now,  unless  the  contract  gives  the  Lodge  the 
right  to  try  and  expel  a  member  for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  can 
the  Lodge  expel  him  ?  It  is  true  the  candidate  may  promise  to  abide 
by  the  laws  of  the  Lodge,  etc.,  but  no  limit  is  given  to  this  promise, 
and  he  limits  it  himself.  The  Lodge  may  not  Uke  this,  but  it  is  its 
own  fault  if  it  does  not.  Why  not  have  the  contract  in  writing,  and 
binding  on  members  to  the  effect  that  they  will,  under  the  penalty 
of  expulsion  from  masonic  standing,  be  members  of  masonic  lodges 
so  long  OS  they  remain  worthy  ?  Then  take  them  at  their  promise  if 
necessary.  Now  it  is  »ill  on  one  side.  The  Lodge  can  frame  by-laws 
to  enforce  obedience  to  its  edicts,  which  are  changed  or  adopted 
almost  every  year,  without  much  if  any  regard  as  to  what  they  are  or 
their  effect  will  be.  If  a  brother  will  not  pay  his  dues,  it  is  poor 
policv  to  force  him  to  do  it,  when,  by  his  refusal,  he  tells  his  Lodge 
that  he  wants  no  further  consideration  under  the  contract.  In  other 
words,  so  far  as  ho  is  concerned,* the  consideration  ceases.  Here  he 
expels  himself  from  all  Lodge  privileges,  and  all  the  Lodge  has  to  do 
is  to  so  declare  upon  its  records,  which  action  of  the  Lodge  would  be 
notice  to  members  in  the  future  that  the  non-paying  brother  is  out 
of  the  Lodge  by  a  voluntary  step— the  only  backward  step  known  in 
Masonry  by  those  who  are  wise.  It  is  honorable  if  a  brother  wants 
to  withdraw  from  his  Lodge,  to  do  so  by  the  methods  prescribed,  and 
thus  go  out  respected  by  his  brethren.  But  back  out  with  no  other 
expression  than  that,  * '  I  will  not  pav  another  cent  to  meet  the  ex- 
pense your  friendship  to  me  may  call  for  in  life  or  in  death,"  is  rather 
a  dishonorable  way  of  doing  business,  and  if  the  Mason  who  does  it 
will  look  into  himself  he  will  see  that  he  is  not  much  of  a  Mason. 
Masons  join  their  Lodges  like  honorable  men,  and  should  maintain 
them  ;  and  if  they  go,  then  leave  their  Lodges  as  such,  and  not  have 
Lodge  e<iicts  hounding  them  as  if  they  were  slaves  or  criminals. 
The  honorable  way  of  doing  this  business,  if  practiced,  would  be  a  cure 
for  many  who  were  the  least  inclined  to  step  out.  But  some  men 
can't  help  going  out  of  the  back  door  or  window,  even  if  the  front 
door  through  wnich  they  entered  stands  open  for  them  eternally. 
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QUEBEC. 

fiere  are  the  proceedings  of  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Communication 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  Slst  January,  1883,  with  M.  W.  Brother 
J.  B.  Graham,  Grand  Master,  in  the  East,  and  representatives  pres- 
ent from  51  subordinate  Lodges.  The  jurisdiction  comprises  58 
Lodges  acknowledging  the  supremacy  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  with  three 
holding  their  warrant&  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  The  total 
membership  of  the  58  is  2,768,  the  gain  during  the  year  being  140. 

We  have  rarely  had  a  more  able  or  infesting  address  than  that  of 
Brother  Graham,  and  you  will  pardon  us  we  know  for  making  liberal 
extracts  from  it.  As  what  he  says  about  the  condition  of  Lodges  cor- 
responds so  nearly  with  our  views  uttered  under  similar  circum- 
stances a  few  years  since  we  are  prompted  to  give  it,  and  the  more 
because  if  heeded  by  our  brethren.  Masonry  would  be  productive  of  so 
much  more  good  than  at  present : 

Once  more,  I  desire  to  call  the  serious  attention  of  the  Craft,  espe- 
cially in  the  City  of  Montreal,  and  in  a  few  of  the  rural  portions  of 
our  jurisdiction,  to  what  appears  to  me  to  bo  the  ^eat  nece8.sity  of 
consolidating  those  Lodges  which  through  unavoidable  causes  be- 
came dupUcates  as  it  were  ;  or  those  new  ones  which  came  into  ex- 
istence by  the  force  of  circumstances  which  have  now  happily  passed 
away.  A  smaller  number  of  strong  and  influential  Lodges,  is  as- 
suredly much  to  be  preferred  to  a  larger  number  of  very  limited 
membership  ;  and  not  only  is  the  greater  and  sometimes  really  un- 
necessary number  of  Lodges,  an  unwise  financial  burden  which 
entails  a  very  serious  loss,  but  it  otherwise  materially  depreciates  the 
influence,  and  retards  the  prosperity  of  the  Order  in  many  other 
ways.  Besides,  membership  and  office  are  generally  much  more  to 
be  desired  in  strong,  notable  Lodges  than  in  those  which  are  weak 
and  obscure  ;  and  I  fear  also  that  in  some  ca^es  a  too  large  number 
of  Lodges  induces  an  undue  desire  for  an  increase  of  membership 
which  is  fraught  with  various  evils  ;  and  doubtless  also  retards  the 
growth  of  Capitular  Masonry,  whose  prosperity  is  so  essential  to  the 
real  welfare  and  complete  development  of  Craft  Masonry.  Officers 
and  brethren  whose  circumstances  so  require,  let  me  fraternally  urge 
you  duly  to  consider  and  act  upon  what  is  now  submitted  to  you. 

Of  his  faith  in  the  continuance  of  our  Order,  the  following  testifies  : 

The  fact  that  throughout  the  British  Empire,  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  elsewhere,  so  many  of  those  in  every  grade  of  society, 
who  are  most  vitally  interested  in  conserving,  ameliorating,  and  per- 
petuating what  is  most  valuable  and  beneficial  in  the  present  civil, 
social  and  political  order  of  things,  are  active  and  prominent  mem- 
bers of  our  Craft,  proves  that  our  beneficent  fraternity  is  a  thor- 
oughly loyal  institution.  The  fact  that  so  many  of  the  adherents  and 
leaders  even,  of  so  many  different  religious  creeds  and  denominations 
belong  to  oar  ancient  Order,  shows  beyond  question,  that  freema- 
sonry is  a  most  tolerant  institution.     The  fact  that  so  many  men  of 
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more  than  ordinary  ability  and  onltnre,  are  zealous  freemasons,  is 
proof  thai  there  is  much  in  and  pertaining  to  our  fraternity,  wMch 
IS  worthy  the  attention  of  the  best  intellects.  The  fact  Uiat  so  many 
good  and  pious  men  are  devoted  craftsmen,  demonstrates  that  in  their 
opinion  and  from  their  experience,  freemasonry  is  an  institution 
honoring  to  Qod  and  beneficial  to  man.  The  fact  of  its  time- 
immemorial  age  and  its  world-wide  prevalence,  shows  that  as  to  its 
moral  principles,  its  social  order,  its  system  of  jurisprudence  and 
governance,  its  stability  and  permanence,  its  educating  influence,  its 
adaptability  to  the  condition,  needs  and  aspirations  of  a  free  and 
progressive  people,  its  humanizing  efficacy,  its  non-proselyting  and 
non-partizan  character,  its  practical  and  all-comprehensive  voluntair 
chanty,  and  in  short,  its  raison  Setre,  and  its  modus  viven^  tt  operand 
all  show  that  it  contains  within  itself  the  necessary  and  essential 
elements  of  a  true,  universal  brotherhood,  destined  to  exist  and  pros- 
per world  without  end. 

In  view  of  all  such  and  much  more  that  might  truthfully  be  stated, 
it  is  one  of  the  perverse  problems  of  misdirected  humanity,  which 
idmost  passes  cnaritable  comprehension,  that  in  this  age  of  the 
world,  tne  prosecuting  spiritof  anti-masonry  should  exist  in  the  mind 
or  heart  of  any  toleranly  enlightened  individual,  or  be  inculcated  or 
practised  by  any  sensible,  prudent  men  or  body  of  men.  It  is  deariy 
the  off-spring  of  a  short-sighted  and  unendurable  intolerance  whose 
inevitable  reaction  even,  will  speedily  «nd  certainly  be  to  the  detri- 
ment and  discomfiture  of  those  cherishing,  propagating  and  practis- 
ing it.  Freemasons,  however,  stand  in  no  awe,  and  we  have  no  fears 
of  the  immediate  or  final  outcome  of  persecution  in  any  form  or  from 
any  source. 

He  recommends  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Symbolic  Lodge  of 
Spain,  but  thinks  it  better  to  withhold  recognition  of  New  South 
Wales. 

That  our  brethren  may  fully  understand  the  difficulty  existing  be- 
tween this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  England,  we  give  what  he  says 
in  f  uU  : 

In  my  last  annual  address  I  submitted  to  Ghnnd  Lodge  my  cor- 
respondence with  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master  of  England,  wherein 
I  sought  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ofQuebec  against 
.the  claims  of  that  mother  Grand  Body  to  continue  to  exercise  juris- 
diction within  our  territory,  and  thus  on  her  part  virtually  denying 
our  right  to  exercise  exclusive  masonic  sovereiKuty  within  thig  juris- 
diction ;  and  I  also  therein  submitted  the  proof  from  her  own  consti- 
tution, from  that  of  Scotland,  and  from  the  fundamental  prindplef 
enunciated  and  the  policy  adopted  by  other  old  Grand  Lodges,  that 
the  claim  of  the  Gnind  Lodge  of  England  was  not  based  on  the  an- 
cient constitutions  of  the  fraternity  as  to  the  rights,  privileges  and 
prerogatives  of  Grand  Lodges.  At  the  same  time  I  also  submitted  to 
Gnmd  Lodge  the  course  which  it  could  coustitutionaUy  adopt  in 
vindication  of  her  just  rights  if  unhappily  all  other  measures  should 
fail,  which  latter  I  devoutly  hoped  might  not  be  the  case  ;  and  for 
many  rejisons  adduced,  I  earnestly  begged  (Jrand  Lodge  to  defer  im- 
mediate action  thereon,  in  order  to  give  further  opportunity  for  the 
more  full  consideration  of  the  whole  matter  by  aU  parties  involved 
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id  with  the  hope  that  the  consnmmation  so  mnch  to  be  desired, 
ight,  if  possible,  be  attained  by  the  use  of  other  means  more  con- 
nant  with  the  fraternal  spirit  of  onr  Order. 

And  now  that  Grand  Lodge  may  be  fully  aware  of  how  these  mat- 
rs  have  been  viewed  by  leading  brethren  abroad,  whose  opinions 
ill  donbtless  be  considered  important  by  yon,  I  deem  it  not  inap- 
typriate  to  submit  to  you  brief  extracts  thereon  from  the  Foreign 
>rreepondence  Beport  of  Past  Grand  Master  the  Hon.  and  M.  w. 
rother  J.  H.  Drummond  of  Maine,  and  of  Past  Grand  Master,  the 
on.  and  M.  W.  Brother  Bichard  Vaux  of  Pennsylvania,  than  whom, 
I  my  opinion,  there  are  few,  if  any  other  brethren  on  this  conti- 
mt,  more  fully  imbued  with  the  true  spirit,  or  more  thoroughly 
sned  in  the  constitutions  and  customs  of  our  fraternity ;  and  re- 
inding  you  at  the  same  time  that  the  expressed  opinions  of  very 
lany  other  able  masonic  jurists,  coincide  with  theirs.  I  must  ask 
I  yon,  however,  to  make  due  allowance  for  what  is  personally  ovor- 
attering  therein. 

P.  G.  M.  Drummond  says  :  ''The  Grand  Master  of  Quebec,  in  his 
Idress,  guanoes  at  a  few  salient  points  in  the  history  of  his  Grand 
odge,  and  then  proceeds  to  give  his  correspondence  with  the  Grand 
lOdge  of  En^and  in  relation  to  its  three  Lodges  in  Quebec,  in  which 
e  discusses  m  a  most  masterly  manner,  and  maintains  with  singular 
bility,  tl^e  inherent  right  of  a  Grand  Lodge  to  supreme,  exclusive 
irisdiction  in  its  own  territory.  Ho  shows  among  other  things,  that 
ie  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  provides  that  no 
lodge  *  ehaH  be  acknowledged '  *  •  •  unless  it  *  has  been  regularly 
onsUtuted  and  registererl  f  in  other  words,  no  Lodge  in  England  can 
e  recognized  unless  it  is  borne  on  the  Begistry  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
he  G.  M.  of  Quebec  further  says  that  he  has  been  informed  that 
^ere.is  a  Lodge  in  England,  organized  under  the  authority  of  a 
>reign  masonic  power,  and  that  this  Lodge  is  completely  ignored  by 
lie  English  Masons,  and  is  practically  held  to  be  a  clandestine 
io4ge.  Moreover  he  points  out  that  the  constitution  of  Uie  Grand 
iOd^e  of  Scotland  forbids  the  recognition  of  anv  Lodge  (within  its 
drritory)  which  does  not  hold  under  itself  ;  and  he  quotes  the  fol- 
>wing  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  in  1763  :  *  Bead  the 
etition  of  William  Leslie  and  other  brethren  residing  in  London, 
rajing  a  charter  of  constitution  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland, 
^hich  being  considered  the  Grand  Lodge  decUned  ^ving  them  any 
barter,  in  regard  it  would  iuterefere  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
trund  Lodge  of  England,  but  declared  their  willingness  to  recom- 
lend  them  to  the  Grand  Lodx^e  of  England  in  case  they  should  think 
roper  to  apply  for  a  charter  from  thence.**  ' 

I\  G.  M.  I>rummond  quotes  also  as  follows  from  my  address,  and 
ids  :  "We  think  the  following  is  fully  established  by  him  :  '  It 
lerefore  clearly  appears  that  the  principle  of  coincidence,  or 
)termiiiousness  of  politictd  and  masonic  boundaries,  is  an  ac- 
Qowledged  law  of  the  British  constitutions ;  that  the  prisdiction 
f  each  Grand  Lodge  is  exclusive  within  its  geographical  limits  ; 
lat  each  of  these  Grand  Lodges  is  absolutely  sovereign  ;  and  that 
ich  of  thein  may,  and  does,  enforce  its  territorial,  exclusive,  sover- 
gn  authority,  by  the  most  extreme  masonic  penalties  against  all 
dges  existing  within  their  boundaries  in  contravention  thereto,  or 

violation  thereof," 
And,  after  quoting  the  paragraph  of  my  address,  relating  to  the 


154  APPENDIX,  [1W3. 

advice  not  to  take  any  final  action  at  that  time,  he  says  :— *'  The  0. 
M.  then  goes  on  to  give  the  reasons  which  are  worthy  of  one  who, 
while  he  would  maintain  the  rights  of  his  Grand  Lodge,  would  not 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  masonic  world,  nntil  all  liope  of  a  peaceful 
and  fraternal  settlement  has  failed."  P.  G.  M.  Vanx  of  Pcnn.,  ha?- 
ing  reviewed  the  whole  subject,  says  : — "We  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
marking just  hero,  that  to  cut  ofif  communication  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,  is  not  beyond  the  compass  of  Quebec's  intended, 
and  we  modestly  submit,  proper  action." 

So  far  as  known,  but  very  few  adverse  criticisms  on  the  facts  and 
arguments  advanced  in  my  address,  have  hitherto  appcured  ;  nor  io 
so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  any  serious  attempt  been  yet  made  to  refute 
them  ;  and  hence  it  appears  to  be  but  reasonable*^  to  infer  that  the 
facts  are  unchallenged,  the  arguments  sound,  and  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  were  in  accordance  with  our  laws  and  constitutions  ;  and 
in  short,  that  the  position  thus  far  taken  by  Quebec  is  sustained  by 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  masonic  world. 

STATEUENT  AND  BECAPrrULATION . 

I  deem  it  well  also,  at  this  time,  to  call  attention  to  some  of  the 
interjurisdictional  hiws  of  the  craft,  and  to  recapitulate  some  of  the 
important,  fundamental  principles  involved  in  the  formation  and 
proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec. 

1.  That  it  was  the  inherent  right  and  the  bounden  duty  of  the  craft 
without  exterior  consent,  and  without  let  or  hindrence  from  any 
source,  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge  having  exclusive  sovereign  jurimlic- 
tion  within  the  Province  of  Quebec,  after  **the  Province  of  Canada"* 
was,  by  **  the  British  North  America  Act,  1867,  severeil  into  two  sep- 
arate and  distinct  i)rovincos,"  called  **the  Province  of  Quebec"  aiid 
**the  Province  of  ()ntario." 

2.  That  all  the  private  lodges  in  the  province,  were  by  circular  duly 
signed,  re(iuest<?d  to  bo^  constitutionally  represented  at  the  conven- 
tion held  for  the  i)urpose  of  forming  this  Graud  Lodge. 

2.  That  at  least  three  duly  represented  private  lodges  must  unite 
in  the  establishment  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  number  of 
lodges  thus  co-operating,  should  constitute  a  majority  of  all  the  regn- 
lar  private  lodges  existing  within  the  territorj'  for  which  the  sovereign 
Grand  Body  is  foniied  :  and  that  the  union  and  co-operation  of  all 
the  lodges  so  situuted.  is  supremely  desirable,  when  practicable. 

4.  That  more  than  three,  and  they  constituting  a  majority  of  all  the 
regular  lodgt-s  within  the  province,  were  daily  represented  fn  the  con- 
vention at  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  (Quebec  was  formed. 

5.  That  it  is  the  duty  of  everj-  private  lodge  situated  within  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  a  regularly  formed  (irand  Lodge,  but  which 
through  any  cause,  was  not  rt'presented  nt  its  or^nization,  to  be- 
come, at  an  early  dav  thereafter,  of  allegiance  to  the  new  (rrand 
Body,  and  to  be  enrolled  on  its  n-gistry  :  or  upon  its  refusal,  it  mav 
be  deemed  and  declareil  to  l»c  an  irregular  lodge  in  not  submitting  to 
the  lawfully  coustitutod  nmsonio  sov<r.  ignty  of  the  countrv. 

<».  That  upon  the  formation  of  a  (Jrand  Lodge,  it  is  not  re- 
quired to  issue  new  warrants  to  the  lodges  which  united  in  its  es- 
tablishment, or  to  those  which  substMiumtly  become  of  its  allegiance  ; 
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it  that'  an  indorsement  of  the  transference  of  allegiance  may  be 
ftde  OD  the  margin  of  the  charter  of  the  adhering  lodge  or  lodges. 

7.  That  at  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  in  the  absence  of  a 
rand  Master  or  Past  Grand  Master  of  another  Grand  Lodge,  the 
dest  Past  Master  of  a  private  lodge,  present,  may  inst^  the  Grand 
aster  elect. 

8.  That  from  its  formation,  every  regularly  constitnted  Grand  Lodge, 
1  to  its  privileges,  prerogatives,  and  duties,  and  as  to  whatever  eue 
:  light  appertains  to  a  Grand  Lodge  of  freemasons,  is  the  peer  of 
rery  other  regular  Grand  Lodge,  and  no  other  Grand  Body  can  law- 
lUy  exercise  masonic  craft  authority  within  its  territorial  juris- 
Lction. 

9.  That  npon  the  eonsensus  of  a  majority  of  sister  Grand  Lodges 
I  to  the  ri^t  of  existence,  and  the  regularity  of  the  formation  of  a 
ew  Grand  Lodge,  the  remaining  regular  Grand  Lodges  should  deem 
lemselves  to  be  bound  by  the  award  duly  pronounced,  of  their  His> 
sr  masonic  sovereigTitie*},  and  seek  the  establishment  of  interjuris- 
ictional  relations  with  the  new  territorially  supreme  Grand  Body. 

10.  That  any  Grand  Lodge  may  charter  private  lodges  in  any  terri- 
>ry  unoccupied  by  a  local  Soverei^  Grand  Lodge,  but  the  exercise 
C  this  right  is  with  propriety  restricted  to  unoccupied  territories  be- 

Xg  to  the  country  within  whose  domain  the  chartering  Grand 
is  situated,  or  to  exterior  countries  within  whose  limits  a  Grand 
lodge  does  not  exist. 

11.  That  a  Grand  Lodge  cannot  rightfully  constitute  a  new  lodge, 
r  continue  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  any  lodge  formerly  chartered 
y  it,  after  the  regular  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge  within  the  terri- 
sry  in  which  said  private  lodgf  is  situated. 

12.  That  a  Grand  Lodge  cannot  rightfully  extend  to,  or  receive 
rom,  another  Grand  Lodge,  qualified  or  conditional  recognition,  or 
iwfullv  establish  interjurisdictional  relations  based  thereon. 

13.  'that  a  Grand  Lodge  violating  any  of  the  essential  land-marks 
f  the  order,  should  be  deemed,  and  declared  to  be  an  irre|^lar  body 
B  long  as  such  violation  of  the  constitutions  of  the  fratermty,  is  per- 
isted  in. 

14.  That  any  order  or  organizations  allied  to  ancient  craft  masonry, 
y  reauiriug  their  candidates  for  admission  thereto,  to  be  freemasons, 
boold  be  deemed  and  declared  to  have  forfeited  said  alliance,  should 
hey  willfully  violate,  or  endeavor  to  annul  the  land-marks,  laws,  and 
ODstitntions  of  ancient  freemasonry. 

15.  That  the  several  federal  provinces  constituting  the  Dominion 
f  Canada,  and  the  colonies  throughout  the  British  £mpire,  having 
Ksal  constitutional  government,  are  severally  as  much  entitled  to 
>rm  and  to  have  Grand  Lodges,  possessing  and  exercising  exclusive 
3vereign  jurisdiction  within  their  respective  geographical  and  legis- 
itive  boundaries,  as  are  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  as  com- 
onent  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  : 
r  as  are  the  several  federal  States  and  organized  territories  of  the 
Dited  States  of  America,  or  as  are  any  separate  and  distinct  king- 
)m8,  or  the  like. 

ENGLISH   LODGES  IN   QUEBEC. 

8ince  we  last  met,  various  efforts  by  conference  and  otherwise,  have 
en  made  to  effect  the  voluntary  adhesion  of  the  three  English 
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lodges  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  still  allowed  to  remain  within  cor  jn- 
risdiction,  with  the  only  result  thus  far,  that  on  Uie  occurence,  in  the 
courHe  of  nature,  of  certain  contingencies,  of  which  you  are  tole^ 
ably  well  informed,  a  peaceful  union  will  likely  take  place  ;  and  tuj- 
ous  oral  communications  to  this  effect  have  been  mode  to  me.  This 
may  not,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  have  materially  changed  the  actual 
condition  of  affairs,  especially  since,  on  account  of  the  frequent  and 
continued  violations  with  seeming  intent  and  avidity,  of  fundamental 
laws  governing  the  craft  here,  such  as  the  acceptance  of  material  re- 
jected by  Quebec  lodges,  and  the  like  irregularities,  and  with  whidi 
probably  no  other  Grand  Lodge  would  have  borne  with  as  long  as 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  has  ;  and  thus  the  circumstances  have 
been  increasinglv  aggravated,  and  have  thereby  put  a  still  greater 
strain  upon  the  forbearance  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  There  are  in  tiie 
hands  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  various  papers  bearing 
upon  this,  and  a  report  will  be  maae  thereon  to  Grana  Lodge  during 
this  communication. 

In  regard  to  this  important  matter  much  interest  has  existed,  not 
only  throughout  the  Dominion,  but  in  the  United  States  and  in  Eng- 
land,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  elsewhere  ;  and  I  have  received  and 
answered  many  letters  ^m  leading  craftsmen  in  all  these  countries. 
Some  of  these  communications  contained  earnest,  fraternal  appeab 
not  as  yet  to  pronounce  these  lodges  irregular,  or  to  declare  non- 
intercourse  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.     The  chief  reason 

given  therefor  was  the  one  first  alluded  to  above,  together  with  their 
ope  that  the  great  end  desired  would  in  all  likelihood  soon  be  at- 
tained by  more  peaceful  means  ;  but  at  the  some  time  assaranoes 
were  given  by  some  of  those  who  are  in  positions  to  give  weight  to 
their  opinions,  that  if  I  deemed  it  imperatively  necessary  to  ivne 
such  an  Edict  that  they  would  support  Quebec,  at  all  haziurls.  These 
views  coming  from  brethren  whose  opinions  and  counsel  were  en- 
titled to  great  respect,  received  from  me  due  consideration.  On  the 
other  hand,  those  who,  in  the  public  press,  and  otherwise  sought  to 
force  an  interjurisdictional  contest,  could  not  reasonably  expect  to 
influence  my  judgment  as  to  the  course  most  advisable  to  be  puisued 
by  me  as  Grand  Master,  especially  as  some  of  those  most  emphatio 
in  the  expression  of  their  opinions  were  not  often  the  best  informed 
as  to  mt^ny  of  the  more  important  points  involved .  In  &ct  there  are 
some  matters  connected  therewith  which  I  have  not  deemed  well  as 
yet  to  bring  before  Grand  Lodge  even.  I  consider  it  also  to  be  ad- 
visal)le  for  me  to  inform  Grand  Lodge  that  in  the  performance  of  my 
duty  to  the  craft,  I  felt  bound  also  to  take  into  consideration,  for  the 
present  at  least,  the  effect  which  the  immediate  issuing  of  an  Ediet 
would  have,  not  on  Cruft  Masonry  alone,  ut  home  and  abroad,  but 
also  upon  Capitular  Masonry  and  on  the  recognized  allied  Ordot 
within  our  own  jurisdiction  and  throughout  the  Dominion  and  dse- 
where  ;  and  I  trust  that  this  fraternal  forbearance  has  been  property 
interpreted,  and  duly  appreciated  by  those  more  directly  interested ; 
and  besides,  it  was  to  me  a  matter  of  anxious  consideration  whether 
I  bud  as  yet  done  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  secure  a  peaceful  sdn- 
tion  of  the  difticultios  before  the  adoption  of  other  yet  perfectly  jos- 
tiflable  measures  for  the  vindication  of  our  rights  as  a  Sovereign 
Grand  Body . 

And  although  I  had  fully  presented  to  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master 
of  England  what  I  considered  to  be  a  correct  statement  of  the  oonsd- 
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itionB  of  the  fraternity  relating  to  the  matter,  and  had  based  appeal 
lereon,  yet  I  did  not  consider  the  case  of  Qnebec  fully  presented 
Qtil  oar  views  of  the  Colonial  Masonic  Policy  of  England  should  be 
Kplidtly  and  officially  laid  before  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master  and 
16  Qiand  Liodge  of  England'  as  well  as  before  all  the  other  sister 
tmid  Lodges  of  the  world.    This  I  will  now  endeavor  to  do. 

COLONIAL  MASONIC  POLICY  OF  ENGLAND. 

Sound  M;isonic  Policy  is  never  at  variance  with  the  constitutional 
orinciples  of  the  Order. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  it  appears,  has  never  hitherto  ex- 
ended  nnconditiomd  and  unqualified  recognition  to  any  Gnuid 
iodge  in  any  Dependency  of  tne  British  Empire,  holding,  it  seems 
lyimpUcation  at  least,  that  said  Grand  Bodies  are  not  the  Masonic 
'eers  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  ;  and 
hat  consequently  they  are  considered  by  her  to  be  subordinate  or 
magi  Grand  Bodies. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  claims  to  be  the  Peer  of  every  other 
egular  Grand  Lodge,  and  will  not  accept  conditional  or  qualified 
ecognitiony  either  expressed  or  implied,  from  England,  or  any  other 
}ranid  Lodge  in  the  world. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  it  appears,  claims  the  right  to  exer- 
ose  concorrent  jurisdiction  in  every  colony  of  the  Empire. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  denies  in  ioio  this  pretension  of  the 
stand  Lodffe  of  England,  and  holds  that  she  has  the  same  right  of 
ixeluBive  Masonic  jurisdiction  within  her  territorv  that  the  Grand 
jodges  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  claim  to  have  within  their 
eq>ective  geographical  limits;  or  if  not,  it  would  follow  that  Quebec 
rould  have  as  much  right  to  have  and  to  exercise  masonic  jurisdic- 
ion  in  England  as  England  has  in  Quebec. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  holds  that  Lodges  of  her  constitution, 
rherever  situated,  may,  at  their  will,  make  Freemasons  of  gentle- 
len  irrespective  of  their  masonic  domicile  and  residence. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  denies  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
lie  exercise  of  any  such  claini  beyond  the  geographical  limits  of 
Sngland;  and  holds  that  no  private  Lodges,  without  lawful  permis- 
ton,  can  rightfully  make  Freemasons  of  gentlemen  who  have  not  a 
irelve  month*s  masonic  residence  within  the  local  jurisdiction  of  said 
trivate  Lodges;  and  also  that  any  Lodge  otherwise  using  the  rejected 
oaterial  of  another  sister  Lodge,  is  guilty  of  the  grossest  breach  of 
laaonic  faith  and  law ;  and  if  such  is  persisted  in,  said  Lodge  should 
•e  deemed  and  declared  to  be  an  irregular  and  clandestine  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lod^e  of  England  claims  that  a  private  Lodge  chartered 
y  her  in  unoccupied  territory,  has  the  right,  during  its  pleasure,  and 
3rcver  if  it  will,  to  continue  its  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Uiffland,  and  to  be  supported  by  her  in  this  pretension,  after  the 
lid  territory  has  been  constitutionally  occupied  by  a  regularly  formed 
fzand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  does  not  for  a  moment,  admit  this 
retcnsion,  but  holds  that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  every  private 
edge  which  bad  been  established  in  such  unoccupied  territory,  either 
»  co-operate  with  the  majority  of  its  sister  Lodges  in  the  regular 
Tmation  of  a   Grand  Lodge,  or  forthwith  thereafter  to  become  of 
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obedience  to  the  local  sovereign  masonic  anthority  when  lawfully 
cHtabliKhed:  or  that  upon  refusing  to  do  either,  the  recusant  Lodges 
may  bo  dealt  with  as  provided  for  in  the  constitutions  of  England. 
Scotland,  and  of  others;  and  in  my  opinion,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  old 
Canada,  unlawfully  bartered  its  birth-right  of  exclusive  masonic  bot- 
ereignty,  the  acknowledgment  of  the  possession  of  which  she  had 
justly  received  from  nearly  all  the  sovereign  Grand  Lodges  of  the  Uni- 
ted States— in  accepting  as  she  did,  through  M.  W.  Brother,  the  Bail 
of  Zetland  G.  M.  of  England,  concurrent-jurisdiction-recognition  from 
that  Grand  Body,  than  which  as  it  appears  to  me,  no  act  conld  have 
been  more  short-sighted  and  unconstitutional  or,  conse<|aently  more 
detrimental  to  the  interests  of  Freemasonry  in  Canada  and  else- 
where, as  is  shown  by  the  coudition  of  1o(mi1  and  interjurisdictional 
masonic  affairs  here,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Empire  at  the  present 
time,  and  which  if  not  speedily  remedied,  will,  in  all  probability,  be 
still  worse  in  time  to  come.  Was  it  to  be  supposed  that  such  an  un- 
constitutional compromise,  fraught  with  such  deplorable  conBe- 
quences,  would  stand  through  one  generation  of  craftsmen  who  know 
their  masonic  rights  and  dare  maintain  them  ?    Impossible. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  holds  moreover  that  while  continnity 
of  existence,  at  will,  is  conferred  upon  a  Lodge  by  its  charter,  con- 
tinuity of  G.  L.  allegiance  and  obedience  is  not,  but  that  the  latter 
must  necessarily  be  transferred  to  the  newly  formed  local  masonic 
sovereignty,  or  it  may  adopt  the  alternative  of  dissolution.  The 
shadow  even  of  the  right  to  continuity  of  G.  L.  allegiance,  at  will, 
under  such  circumstances,  never,  in  my  opinion,  fell  upon  the 
parchment  of  any  regular  charter  ever  granted,  and  no  Grand  Lodge 
could  ever  rightfully  insert  such  a  proviso,  or  have  such  implied 
therein,  else  the  original  chartering  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  its  subordinates,  would  thereby  have  the  power  forever  to 
prevent  the  formation  of  any  other  exclusively  sovereign  Grand 
Lodge,  or  only  such  as  they  should  sec  tit  to  allow  to  be  established; 
all  which  is  contrary  to  the  inherent  and  indefeasible  rights  of  th« 
Craft. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has  recently  interchanged  Grand 
Bepresentatives  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York,  U. 
8.  A.,  and  the  fact  ij«  properly  heralded  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic, 
and  especially  in  England,   as  an  important  and  significant  inter- 
nationid  masonic  event.     Now,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  has  en- 
tered into  these  important  fraternal  interjurisdictional  relations  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  **the  Empire  State,"  from  the  mere  fact,  as  no 
mean  authority  has  intimated,  that  there  are  no  Lodges  of  her  obedi- 
ence within  the  territorial  limits)  of  that  Grand  Body,  or  she  thereby 
acknowledges  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  State  of 
New  York  to  be  the  peer  of  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
and  hence  lawfully  entitled  to  exercise  supreme  craft  masonic  an- 
thoritv  within  her  territorial  jurisdiction.     Now  the  Grand   Lo<lge  of 
the   Fe«loral  SUite   of   New  York  fraternally  acknowledges  the  Grand 
Lodge  of   i\w.  Fedrnd  Province   of  (^ucboc  us  her  masonic  sovereign 
p<HT,  duly  ontitk'd  to  all  the  nnistti^ic  (Iraiul  L<»dgo   rights  and  pre- 
rogutivps  that  she*  is  hcrsflf,  and  Ih'Uci*  wliut  should  bo  the  relative 
positi(»n  of  England  and  QnubecV    The  answer  is  awaitod. 

I  deem  it  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  craft  in  general, 
and  especially  in  the  British  dependencies,  be  informed  of  the  exact 
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principlefi  of  interjurisdictional  comity  intolved  therein,  as,  in  my 
opinion,  the  ( Jrand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York  could  not  rij<ht- 
Inlly,  and  would  not  as  I  think,  accept  recognition  from,  and  inter- 
change Grand  RepresentatiYcs  with,  any  Grand  Body  on  the  princi- 
ple first  stated  above.  It  also  appears  to  me  that  there  are  (rrnnd 
Lcxlges  of  other  States  in  the  American  Union,  \\'ith  whom  the  (traud 
Lodge  of  England  has  declined  to  interchange  Grand  Representatives, 
on  me  sroniid  that  they  are  not  Grand  Lodges  of  Sovereign  States 
politicaliy,  and  if  such  be  the  case  will  some  wise  one  be  pleased  to 
inform  ns  in  what  respect,  as  a  State  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  to  its  State  and  Federal  rights.  New  York  is  superior  to  any  other 
State  in  the  Union,  and  if  not,  then. her  Grand  Lodge  is  but  the  Ma- 
sonic peer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  every  other  St^ite,  even  of  the 
BiQallefst. 

Moreover,  it  surely  cannot  be  the  policy  of  the  mother  (rrand 
Lodge  of  England  to  make  a  distinction  in  her  dealings  nith  the 
Gnmd  Lodees  of  separate  and  independent  nations,  and  the  (rrand 
I^ges  of  ner  own  dependencies,  and  that  too  in  any  way  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  latter ! ! 

Brethren,  I  cannot  as  yetbeUeve  that  the  '^Imperial"  Mother  Grand 
•^ge  of  England,  or  her  Royal  Grand  Master,  or  the  many  able 
^^aderB   of  the  oldest  and  greatest  of  all  existing  Grand   Lodges, 
^owingly  and  purposelv  intend  to  deny  to  this  young  Grand  Lodge, 
^f  to  any*  other  Grand  Lodge  within  our  now  world-encircling  Em- 
l^ire,  the  rights  which  she  concedes  to  Grand  Lodges  in  other  lands; 
0|>  oontinne  to  do  aught  which  will  mar  the  peace,  unity  and  pros- 
perity of   the  craft  here  or  elsewhere.     I  am  therefore,  as  yet,  of  the 
opinion  that  the  course  pursued  by  her  in  the  past,  is  largely  due  to 
Wjbat  may  be  deemed  to  be  a  want  of  attention  to  the  fact^  of  the 
Case,  and  a  non-consideration  of  the  actual  state  of   "Colonial"  af- 
fihirSy  and  to  a  forgotfulness,  largely  resulting  from  the  comparatively 
settled  condition  of  their  own  masonic  status  -of  the  fact  that  their 
brethren  in  the  remote  portions  of  the  Empire  are  but  engaged  in 
laying  the  foundations  of  Masonic  Sovereignties;  that  they  are  thus 
necefwarily  and  practically  brought  face  to  face  with  all  the  funda- 
mental principles  involved  in  the  erection  of  their  new  Grand  Super- 
stmctnree,  that  they  are,  by  inheritance  and  by  training,  jealous  of 
their  inherent  and  traditional  rights  as  Freemasons,  and  that  they 
desire  to  realize  them  to  their  fullest  extent,*  even  as  they  are  pos- 
•esHed  and  enjoye<l  by  their  brethren  in  the  mother  countries  and 
elaewhere  in  the  masonic  world. 

There  are  also  reasons  for  believing  that  the  rulers  of  the  craft  in 
Great  Britain  have  been  led  into  errors  concerning  Quebec,  by  ropre- 
Bentations,  personal  and  other,  which  had  they  been  made  openly  and 
of&dally,  as  those  of  Quebec  are  and  have  been,  they  would,  I  be- 
lieve, hiave  been  satisfactorily  explained  or  refuted.     I  havo  reason 
also  to  suppose  that  many  of  our  good  brethren  in  England  and  Scot- 
land have  been  led  to  think  that  the  Quebec  Grand  Lodge  movement 
^■nw  chiefly  the  offspring  of  individual  over-zeiil  and  iiiisi^uidod  am- 
bition; whereas  having  had  a  tolenibly  intiiiiato  atMinuintaneo  with 
n<»arly  every  brother  who  hi\n  been  otRcially  identifitul  with  tliis  (rniiid 
J^'Cdge  from  its  organization,  and  not  being  uuac([uainted  with   the 
"^ly  of  some  other  Grand  Lodges,  I  deem  it  but  simple  justice  to 
^■^yself  aod  to  my  confrtrts,  to  say,  that  I  never  know  a  like  instance. 
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nor  do  I  believe  that  many  like  have  ever  been,  wherein  more  pro- 
longed or  more  thonghtfol  consideration  was  given  to  a  like  move- 
ment, or  concerning  which  there  has  been  more  self-abnegation,  or  a 
more  manifest  desire  to  forego  individual  preferment  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  general  welfare.  And  as  to  its  having  been  the  work  of 
but  a  few,  it  was,  on  the  contrary,  a  general  movement  among  the 
great  majority  of  the  Freemasons  of  the  Province,  and  the  resnlt  of  a 
general  consensus  of  opinion  and  sentiment  seldom  paralleled;  and 
Irom  its  organization  in  1869  until  now  its  affairs  have  been  con- 
ducted, and  its  professed  principles  enunciated,  adhered  to  and 
maintained  with  a  prudence  and  unanimity  honorable  to  the  masonic 
intelligence  and  fidelity  of  its  membership ;  (and  ill  betide  him  who 
ever  attempts  to  throw  the  "apple  of  discord"  into  its  midst)  and 
few  Grand  Lodges  have  a  more  abiding  place  in  the  hearts  and  af- 
fections of  the  brethren  of  their  jurisdiction,  or  have  received  more 
kindly,  fraternal  consideration  and  favor  from  the  fraternity  in 
general. 

Since  we  last  met  I  received  a  brief  fraternal  note  from  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  England  in  reply  to  the  final  letter  to  the  M.  W.  the 
Grand  Master  of  England,  submitted  to  you  in  my  last  annual  ad- 
dress. To  this,  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  return  an  immediate 
and  formal  answer,  because  I  deemed  it  most  advisable,  before  com- 
municating further  with  the  M.  W.  the  Grand  Master  of  England, 
first  to  submit  to  you,  in  this  address,  my  views  of  the  masonie 
policy  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  towards  Quebec  and  the  other 
sister  G^nd  Lodges  in  the  British  dependencies  ;  and  that  having 
officially  communicated  the  same  to  the  Grand  Master  of  that  mother 
Grand  Lodge,  there  could  not  be  any  excuse  on  their  part  of  not 
having  been  made  fully  aware  of  what  Quebec  considers  her  rightful 
claims  for  fraternal  justice  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and 
Scotland.  Quebec  sues  not  for  mere  favors ;  she  respectfully  and 
fraternally  appeals  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  practically  to 
concede  and  acknowledge  her  rights. 

Brethren,  I  have  sought  to  state  our  rights  and  claims  in  plain  Ian-, 
guage  and  in  a  fraternal  manner  ;  I  have  respectfully  sought  to  satisfy 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  of  the  justness  of  our  position,  and  of 
the  extreme  necessity  that  she  should  with  justice  and  propriety, 
and  with  advantage  to  herself,  to  us,  and  to  the  craft  in  geneztd, 
modify  her  policy  toward  us  as  humbly  petitioned  for,  bearing  in 
mind  that  wiiatever  reasons  may  have  seemed  to  justify  her  course 
towards  "  Colonial  "  Grand  Lodges  in  the  past,  the  altered  circum- 
stances of  the  present  imperatively  require  certain  changes  to  be 
made  therein  for  the  local  and  general  welfare  of  the  craft.     In  all 
that  I  have  said  and  done  in  regard  to  these  important  matters,  I 
think  that  I  am  fully  justified  in  stating  that  in  endeavoring  to  re- 
move the  causes  of  contention,  I  have  sought  to  close  the  doors  of 
the  temple  of  strife,  and  to  open  wide  the  doors  of  the  temple  of  oon- 
cord  ;  and  that  not  only  myself  but  this  Grand  Lodge  has  sought  to 
be  as  loyal  to  the  interests  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  as  to 
those  of  our  own  and  of  the  craft  in  general,  and  that  I  am  assuredlr 
correct  in  saying  that  it  is  one  of  our  strongest  desires  to  have  all  oar 
relations  to  that  mother  Grand  Lodge  amicably  adjusted,  to  inter- 
change Grand  Kepresentatives  therewith,  and  to  establish  between 
our  respective  Grand  Lodges  a  perpetual  alliance  of  fraternal  amity. 
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• 

And  now,  brethren  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  for  reaRons  which  I  think 
will  be  obvioos  to  all  of  you,  let  me  earnestly  advise  yon  not  to  take 
any  ^>ecial  legislative  action  on  this  snbject  at  the  present  commn- 
nieation,  bnt  in  the  still  farther  exercise  of  the  tme  spirit  of  our 
fratemi^,  calmly  await  the  result  of  what  has  already  been  said  a^d 
done,  and  what  is  likely  to  transpire  in  the  near  future,  not  wanting 
among  the  members  of  this  Grand  Body,  and  shared  in  bv  not  a  few 
oUier  brethren,  good  friends  of  Quebec,  both  here  and  in  Great 
^tain,  that  the  consummation  devoutly  desired,  may  bo  peacefully 
and  fraternally  realized  at  an  early  day.    So  mote  it  be. 

Having  served  the  Grand  Lodge  as  Grand  Master  nine  years  he 
declined  re-election,  and  Brother  £.  B.  Johnson  was  made  Grand 
Haster,  Brother  Isaacson  being  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

BHODE  ISLAND 

Holds  a  Semi-Annnal  as  well  as  Annual  Communication  of  her 
Orand  Lodge.    The  former  was  held  on  2lBt  November,  1881,  M.  W. 
^homaa  Vincent,  Grand  Master,  at  which  a  reasonable  quantity  of 
^nsinaas  was  transacted,  the  session  lasting  only  for  the  day.    At  it, 
however,  aome  lengthy  reports  were  made.    In  one  of  these  the  reg^ 
'^^Jarly  increasing  number  of  non-affiliates  was  considered,  and  some 
laaigned  for  this  unfortunate  condition.    Among  these  we 
in  full  accord  with  our  brethren  of  that  State  ;  it  is  that  too  little 
^^ttontion  is  paid  to  the  "  social  element "  of  Masonry,  and  the  com- 
^aaitieo  thinks  that  were  the  meetings  of  the  Lodge  made  more  agreea- 
^de  and  more  attention  paid  to  this  *  element,'  more  interest  would 
^>e  exhibited  and  fewer  would  desire  to  escape  the  ennui  of  attend- 
ance.    The  committee  also  thinks  that  there  should  be  periods  of 
Yefreahment,  and  that  these  should  be  actual  and  not  theoretical 
only. 

The  Ninety-Second  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  15th  May, 
1889,  under  the  supervision  of  'the  aforementioned  Grand  Master. 
At  this  were  present  96  Grand  Officers,  past  Grand  Officers,  and  Past 
Ulsters,  and  67  representatives  of  Lodges. 

There  are  35  working  Lodges  with  a  membership  of  3,G32,  there 
being  a  loss  during  the  year  of  101  members. 
K.  W.  Thomas  Vincent,  Grand  Master. 
E.  W.  Edwin  Baker,  Grand  Secretary. 
Ve  copy  in  full  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondonco. 

Tott«  if.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  IsUtnd: 

The  constitutional  rule  which  provides  for  and  limits  the  action  of 
rmr  Committee   is    as  follows:    "The   Standing   Committee    on 

(11) 
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Foreign  Correspondence  shall  consider  and  report  on  (dl  communica- 
tions from  foreign  Grand  Lodges,  and  all  such  matters  relating  ta 
foreign  Grand  Lodges  as  may  be  referred  to  them."  Under  a  strict 
construction  of  this  provision,  the  work  of  this  Committee  can 
hardly  go  beyond  a  consideration  of  matters  specially  referred  to 
them,  together  with  communications  from  foreign  Grand  Lodges  ad- 
dressed to  this  Grand  Body.  If  it  should  be  held  allowable  to  give 
a  broader  interpretation  to  the  rule,  and  to  enlarge  the  scope  of  the 
duties  of  the  Committee,  so  as  to  provide  for  a  review  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges,  no  doubt  a  report  of  ample  dimen- 
sions would  be  forthcoming. 

Following  the  usual  course,  your  Committee  have  only  to  report 
that  the  papers  referred  to  them  do  not  call  for  any  action  on  the 
part  of  this  Grand  Lodge ,  They  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state,  how- 
ever, that  the  difficulties  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  York 
and  Connecticut  have  been  adjusted,  as  also  those  between  Quebec 
and  Scotland,  while  a  better  understanding,  which  will  doubtless 
result  in  the  harmonizing  of  all  differences,  has  been  arrived  at  on 
the  part  of  Missouri  and  New  Mexico.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion that  peace  and  prosperity  now  so  generally  characterize  the  con- 
dition of  the  Masonic  Fraternity. 

The  Semi-Annual  Communication,  held  on  30th  November,  1882, 
was  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Thomas  Vincent.  Various 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  were  acted  on,  and  from  these  we 
find  that  the  Grand  Lodge  refused  to  make  the  signing  of  the  by-laws 
a  pre-requisite  of  membership.  We  infer  from  them  that  dual  mem- 
bsrship  is  tolerated  there. 

The  Ninety-Third  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  2l8t  May, 
1883,  with  the  same  M.  W.  Brother  Grand  Master,  presiding.  There 
were  32  Lodges  represented.  There  are  35  working  Lodges  in  the 
jurisdiction  with  a  membership  of  3,6o4,  there  having  been  an  in- 
crease of  19  during  the  year. 

There  existed  a  rule  in  this  jurisdiction  that  no  one  should  be  ad- 
mitted to  membership  until  he  should  have  })assed  an  examination 
on  the  3d  Degree,  which  the  Grand  Master  evidently  thoug^it  a  great 
hardship,  as  he  had  granted  dispensations  in  several  instances  sotting 
aside  this  provision. 

Brother  Lyman  Klapp  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  who,  as 
soon  as  installed,  appointed  the  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  favorably  on  the 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona,  and  the  accompan}'ing 
resolution  to  this  effect  was  adopted.  They  reported  adversely  on 
the  claim  of  Grand  Ix)dge  of  ()nt;irio  for  recognition,  and  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pern,  they  wiy  : 

Your  Committee  have  notice  of  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge  by 
a  Convention  held  at  Lima,  March  25th,  1882.  The  representatives 
of  ten  Lodges  were  present  at  the  organization,  all  pervaded  by  an 
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most  and  Btrong  feeling  to  break  away  from  the  control  of  the  Grand 
ient  and  to  place  Symbolic  Masonry  in  an  independent  ponition. 
16  attempt  to  establish  a  Grand  Lodee  for  the  Three  Degrees.-^an 
ganization  having  no  connection  with  other  rites  and  systems — and 
OS  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos,  is  j^raiseworthy  indeed  ;  but  inas^ 
Qch  as  some  of  the  Lodges  participating  in  the  movement  were 
lartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Hamburg,  and  as  less  than  a 
Ajority  of  all  the  Lodges  in  Peru  acted  in  the  establishment  of  the 
ganization,  your  (Committee  are  unable  to  recommend  its  recogni- 
>n. 

A  report  of  the  letter  from  Grand  Secretary  of  Grand  Lodge  of 
tah,  which  was  spread  upon  the  minutes,  constitutes  the  report. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Communication  One  Hundred  and  Six  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ot  this 
^te  was  held  12th  December,  1882,  Brother  John  D.  Kennedy  being 
16  Grand  Master,  with  representatives  from  138  chartered  Lodges. 
bartered  Lodges,  171  ;  membership,  5,443.  We  have  no  method  of 
icertaining  the  gain  during  the  year,  as  the  degrees  conferred  are 
ot  separated. 

We  are  tempted  to  quote  the  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  in  rela- 
on  to  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales, 
ecause  we  think  our  Grand  Lodge  has  been  hasty  in  her  action  : 

In  this  Territory  there  are  86  Subordinate  Lodges ;  13  of  them 
ave  organized  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  have  sent  circulars  to  the  Grand 
lodges  of  North  America,  asking  recognition.  This  is  an  attempt 
MO  fodUi  to  force  into  their  jurisdiction  the  other  Subordinate  Lodges 
1  the  territory.  The  Grana  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland  and  Scot- 
ind  have  sustained  the  Subordinate  Lodges  which  hold  their  char- 
)rs  from  those  Grand  Bo<lie8  in  their  refusal  to  acquiesce  in  this  aS' 
omption  of  authority  by  these  Lodges.  Those  Grand  Bodies  do  not 
300gnize  the  American  doctrine  that  three  Subordinate  Lodges  can 
)nn  a  Grand  Lodge  unless  they  constitute  a  majority  of  the  Lodges 
1  the  Territory,  it  strikes  me  that  this  doctrine,  as  applied  to  the 
Ase  where  a  minority  of  Lodges  seek  to  force  a  majority  of  Lodges 
>  submit  to  their  jurisdiction  and  authority  works  a  hardship.  It 
bould  require  at  least  a  majority  of  Lodges  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Master  thinks  that  the  condition  of  the  Order  is  im- 
iroving,  and  recovering  from  the  furor  for  those  associations  with 
rhich  are  united  insurance  plans,  and  in  this  connection  of  Masonry 
ays : 

Masonry  is  not  at  war  with  those  Mutual  Benefit  Associations,  nor 
Ices  it  propose  to  antagonize  them.  The  Brother  who  does  not  pro- 
ide  for  his  family,  is  by  the  highest  authority  proclaimed  to  be 
*  worse  than  an  Iniidel "  and  certainly  to  make  no  provision  for  their 
ature,  if  in  his  power  to  guarantee  it,  would  place  him  on  no  better 
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footing.    The  associations  apparently  afford  a  wise  and  economical 
plan  to  make  provisions  for  the  future,  and  can  but  in  this  par- 
ticular  commend  themselves  to  every  prudent  man.    They  are  formed 
and  conducted  on  business  principles,  and  strictly  speaking  mean 
nothing  else.     And  this  is  the  consideration  'which  moves  Brethren 
to  join  them.     Masonry  is  not  business.     Such  an  assumption  is 
utterly  at  variance  with  the  organization,  object,  and  purposes  of  our 
institution.     Her  mission  is  entirely  different.    It  is  a  higher,  hoUer 
and  purer  mission.    It  is  a  combination  of  those  moral  and  social 
forces  which  reach  above  the  narrow  limits  of  selfishness  or  calcula- 
tion and  extend  into  those  regions  of  individual  and  aggregate  eleva- 
tion which  can  alone  dignify  humanity  and  lift  it  up  to  a  place  in 
that  **  Temple  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens.      Mor- 
ality is  her  basis.  Relief  her  corner  stone.  Truth  her  hand  maiden, 
while  Charity  and  Brotherly  Love  are  her  ministering  spirits.     Her 
prerogative  is  to  warn  the  erring  Brother,  help  the  unfortunate,  cheer 
the  disconsolate,  carry  })eace  and  comfort  to  the  wearied  heart  and 
assist  by  its  charities,  which  fall  like  the  dew  of  heaven,  silent  and 
unseen,  the  widow  and  the  orphan.     Its  Lodge  rooms  are  intended 
to  be  centres  of  love,  means  of  instruction,  and  the  very  gateways  of 
higher  and  purer  aspirations.     And  so  long  as  there  are  good  men 
seeking  to  promote  social  and  moral  graces  will  Masonry  exist  and 
flourish.     I  earnestly  implore  all  of  our  Brethren  to  take  a  becoming 
interest  in  it,  and  to  regularly  attend  their  Lodges.     In  the  selection 
of  officers  see  that  the  best,  most  earnest  and  ablest  of  their  number 
are  selected  to  fill  the  several  chairs.     The  welfare  and  progress  ol  a 
Lodge  depends  so  (preatly  upon  this  that  without  officers  possessing 
these  qualifications  it  is  difficult  to  maintain  it  on  the  higher  basis. 
And  while  not  for  a  moment  dissuading  any  Brother  from  making 
every  provision  for  the  present  or  future  support  of  his  family,  let 
me  earnestly  contend  that  Masonr}',  under  no  consideration,  be  neg- 
lected.    Make  the  Lodge  Room  a  dehghtful  place,  where  in  the  grasp 
of  hands,  and  the  outflow  of  mutual  sympathy,  heart  responds  U> 
heart. 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  encumbered  with  a  large  debt,  which  is 
weighing  down  its  energies  and  is  about  to  follow  in  the  wake  of 
Indiana  and  Georgia  to  save  annually  its  per  diem  and  mileage  of  its 
members,  which  is  twice  as  great  as  the  interest  on  its  debt.  But 
why  pay  Brethren  for  doing  their  duty  ?  Does  not  each  Master  of  a 
Lodge  when  installed  pledge  himself  to  attend  all  these  meetings^ 
and  does  he  not  take  the  position  with  a  full  knowledge  of  its  respon* 
sibilities?  In  Alabama  we  give  no  pay,  but  wo  punish  any  Lodge 
failing  to  be  represented  for  a  given  period,  by  forfeiture  of  charter. 

John  D.  Kennedy,  Grand  Master. 

Charles  Inglesby,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  Grand  Secre- 
tarj',  and  from  his  review  of  Alabama  wo  tiike  the  following  to  give 
our  unqualified  assent  to  the  sentiment  that  each  Mason  has  the 
right  to  beUeve  as  he  pleases,  and  to  enunciate  his  belief  : 
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Brother  Beers  reproves  a  sneer  at  Spiritualism,  and  declares  that 
"this  nitich  denounced  spiritualism  betokens  the  dainrn  of  an  nn- 
rivalled  mental  and  moral  illumination."  He  is  evidently  a  spiritu- 
alist, and  so  he  has  a  right  to  be,  if  he  believes  in  and  likes  it. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  ^xty-ninth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  30th  January,  1883,  Brother  Nathan  S.  Woodward  being 
the  Grand  Master  presiding,  and  with  representatives  from  284 
Lodges  present. 

The  total  number  of  Lodges  is  -112  ;  total  membership  15,503,  be- 
ing a  decrease  during  the  year  of  274. 

The  Grand  Master  says  that  he  refused  several  applications  for  dis- 
pensations to  anthorize  change  of  location  of  lodges  because  he 
doubted  the  propriety  of  any  such  action  by  the  Grand  Master,  and 
recommends  : 

That  the  Grand  Lodge  assume  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  such  cases, 
and  bv  edict  make  it  the  duty  of  Lodges  proposing  to  petition  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  allow  a  change  of  place  of  meeting  to  give  written 
notice  of  the  determination  to  adjacent  Lodges  three  months  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  which  the  rec^uest  will  be  made. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  no  application  of  this  character  be  re- 
ceived or  considered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  or  its  committees  unless  the 
petition  shows  that  it  has  been  adopted  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
members  present  at  a  stated  communication  after  due  notice  to  all 
resident  members.  It  should  also  bear  the  signatures  of  two- thirds 
of  the  resident  members.  There  are  occasions  on  which  but  few 
members  of  a  Lodge  are  able  to  be  present,  notwithstanding  a  notice 
or  a  summons  has  been  made.  High  waters  and  the  inclemencies  of 
the  weather  will  at  times  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  minority  to  cause 
the  removal  of  the  Lodge,  unless  some  such  restrictions  are  enforced. 
It  must  be  acknowledged  that  many  Lodges,  having  exhausted  avail- 
able material  and  fallen  into  a  state  of  weakness,  are  anxious  to  effect 
a  change  of  boundaries  and  work  new  fields. 

Whenever  the  location  of  a  Lodge  is  changed,  its  territorial  juris- 
diction is  also  changed  unless  the  contrary  be  expressly  provided. 
This,  unless  great  care  and  discretion  is  exercised,  must  lead  to  end- 
less difficulties.  Tet  the  constant  change  of  the  surroundings  in  this 
constantly  increasing  population  of  ours  must  render  some  changes 
of  location  absolutely  imperative. 

Dropping  from  the  roll  for  N.  P.  D.  is  a  disturbing  element  in 
Tennessee,  because  of  the  peculiar  attitude  of  a  sort  of  non-affiliate 
which  the  one  dropped  holds  to  the  fraternity.  In  Alabama  he  stands 
suspended  from  all  rights  and  privileges  for  violation  of  his  O.  B.,  in 
not  complying  with  its  provisions. 

The  Grand  Master  deplores  the  inattention  of  committees  to  whom 
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petiitons  are  referred,  and  the  looseness  of  their  reports,  and  attrib- 
utes to  this  many  of  the  difficulties  which  afterwards  occur. 

The  Grand  Lodge  endorsed  the  position  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Utah  with  regard  to  the  Mormons. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized. 

Brother  Newton  M.  W.  McConnoIl  was  made  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  John  FrizzeW  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

A  Lodge  of  Sorrow  was  held  in  honor  of  the  late  Robert  L.  Ga- 
ruth«n3,  Past  Grand  Master,  who  died  at  the  age  of  82.  An  eloquent 
eulogy  was  pronounced  by  M.  W.  James  D.  Bichardson,  P.  G.  M. 

Brother  Frizzell  made  the  correspondence  report,  giving  Alabama 
for  1881,  fraterntU  notice,  in  which  he  says  : 

The  writer  hereof  was  present  at  this  meeting  of  our  sister  Juris- 
diction, and  was  not  only  highly  entertained,  but  instructed  by  the 
orderly  and  able  manner  in  which  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  conducted.     The  veteran  Sayke  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 

Elace,  and  is  ably  supported  by  the  kindness  and  consideration  shown 
im  by  the  brethren  of  his  Jurisdiction.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala- 
bama is  controlled  by  able  men,  and  Masonry  in  that  State  is  in  safe 
hands.  The  Governor  of  the  State  was  elected  Gnmd  Master,  having 
served,  the  year  before,  as  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  his  friendly  grip  then  and  shall  be  delighted 
when  we  can  have  another. 

TEXAS. 

The  Forty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  December  14th,  1882,  under  the  direction  of  Brother  Thos. 
M.  Mathews,  Grand  Master,  with  representatives  from  188  Lodges 
present. 

In  this  jurisdiction  are Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  15,661, 

there  having  been  a  gain  during  the  year  of  245.     Fifteen   Lodges 
were  chartered. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  betokens  that  it  is  the  determin- 
ation of  the  brethren  in  Texas  to  do  their  whole  duty  in  maintaining 
the  high  character  of  Masonry  for  good  morals  and  obedience  to  law 
and  order.  It  is  evident  that  the  selection  by  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Grand  Master  was  a  good  one.  He  seems  to  have  been  firm  yet  dis- 
creet, in  the  exercise  of  his  varied  prerogatives.  We  find  him  enun- 
ciating the  folloM-ing  :  **  I  have,  in  several  instances,  been  asked  for 
dispensations  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time.  As  in  a  state  of  peace 
in  the  country,  I  cannot  imngine  how  an  emergency  can  arise  requir- 
ing such  a  procedure.  I  have  invariably  refused  to  grant  these  re- 
quests."   This  htis  the  right  ring  about  it  and  shows  that  he  acted  on 
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his  convictions  when  we  find  him  elsewhere  in  the  address  saying  : 
"  Gnard  more  closely  than  ever  the  outer  door  of  the  Temple.  Scru- 
tinize with  more  care  the  material  you  work  into  the  walls  of  the 
building.* 

Brother  Charles  Stewart,  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Brother  G.  H.  Bringhurst,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  found  no  report  on  correspondence  last  year,  but  in  the  pro- 
ceedings before  us  we  find  Brother  James  Masterson  coming  to  the 
front  with  a  report,  but  in  it  we  fail  to  see  Alabama.  With  so  many 
routes  by  mail,  and  Uncle  Sam's  postal  system  so  good,  we  cannot 
account  for  it. 

On  the  subject  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  he  thus  discourses  : 

Your  CSommittee  wish  to  give  their  emphatic  dissent  from  such  doc- 
trine, and  whilst  entertaining  the  highest  respect  for  those  holding 
differently,  wish  to  say  that  in  our  opinion  such  a  claim  is  contrary 
to  reason.  If  the  party  is  rejeded^  the  Lodge,  nor  any  other  body  of 
Masonry,  have  anvthing  to  do  with  such  person,  but  he  is  to  them  as 
if  he  had  never  been.  The  rejection  severs  the  casual  connection 
made  by  the  application.  The  applicant  is  refunded  the  money 
which  accompanies  his  application  and  thus  terminates  the  matter. 
Of  course  we  do  not  intend  to  say  that  in  the  same  jurisdiction  such 
applicant  can  at  once  apply  to  some  other  Lodge  ;  this  is  regulated  by 
ue  edicts  of  each  Grand  Lodge. 

And  again  : 

We  reject  in  toto  the  slavish  dogma  of  perpetual  allegiance  to  the 
government  of  the  place  of  birth,  and  for  like  reason,  we  think  that 
when  the  man  was  never  bom  into  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  but  was 
strangled  in  his  effort  to  become  a  Mason,  that  no  allegiance  whatever 
IB  due  from  that  man  to  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  the  jurisdiction  so 
rejecting  him  from  the  time  of  such  rejection. 

We  Uke  his  views  quoted  below.  They  are  outspoken,  honest  and 
sound : 

On  questions  of  expulsion  for  the  non-payment  of  dues — we  know 
that  much  sentiment  and  gush,  if  not  downright  twaddle,  has  been 
indulged  in. 

We  think  each  Lodge  ought  to  judge  for  itself  on  that  question, 
and  that  it  is  more  a  question  of  policv  than  principle.  We  have 
never  known  of  a  case  where  a  poor  brother  came  forward  and  asked 
his  dues  to  be  remitted,  and  satisfied  the  Lodge  that  in  truth  he  was 
not  fairly  able  to  pay,  but  that  his  dues  were  remitted  or  canceled, 
and  he  allowed  to  maintain  his  standing.  There  is  such  a  widespread 
habit,  amounting  to  almost  a  mania,  to  dead-becU  in  every  walk  of  Ufe, 
that  many,  if  not  all  Masons  who  wish  to  have  all  of  the  privileges, 
but  pay  nothing  towards  maintaining  the  Order,  we  do  verily  believe, 
are  humbtigs  or  dead-heatSf  only  waiting  to  be  fully  developed.  A 
poor  but  unfortunate  brother  could  diinU,  and  when  he  became  able, 
renew  his  connection  with  some  Lodge. 
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We  think  that  if  the  Gonstittitioii  of  every  Grand  Lodge  should 
provide  that  any  Mason  who  should  be  in  arrears  of  dues  for  twelve 
months,  should  be  dropped,  and  not  be  allowed  to  visit  any  Lodge,  or 
enjoy  any  Masonic  privileges,  that  the  dead-lteatSf  who  try  every  dodge 
to  get  something  for  nothing,  would  thin  out  amazingly,  and  that 
Masonry  would  bo  all  the  better  for  their  absence. 

Some  other  points  would  well  bear  quoting,  but  we  forbear. 

UTAH. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Twelfth  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory  was  held  on  the  16th  January,  1883, 
under  the  supervision  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  William  Fletcher 
James,  with  representatives  from  all  the  subordinates — eight  in  num- 
ber. There  is  a  total  membership  of  458,  and  a  gain  during  the  year 
of  34. 

This  ?s  a  very  good  exhibit  and  betokens  that  the  principles  of  Ma- 
sonry are  having  a  beneficial  effect,  and  reflects  favorably  upon  the 
conduct  and  lives  of  our  brethren  in  the  region  of  moral  putridity. 
We  may  hope  that  as  *'a  little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump,**  so 
may  these  Masons,  if  they  illustrate  in  their  lives  the  principles  of 
our  Order,  yet  bear  fruit  most  abundantly  for  good. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  lengthy,  and  of  sound  doctrine  and 
good  advice  and  will  doubtless  bo  potent  for  good. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reports  "  the  usual  average  prosperity  among 
the  Lodges."  He  also  wonders  whether  the  resolution  directing  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  against  non-affiliates  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  large  increase  of  members  by  affiliation." 

Brother  Philip  Henry  Emerson,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Christopher  Diehl,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  a  very  creditable  report  on  correspondence, 
fully  and  abundantly  noticing  ours.  Our  Brother  Diehl  is  a  very 
zealous  Mason,  and  in  giving  the  brethren  of  Utah  a  full  account  of 
what  the  Craft  is  doing  in  other  jurisdictions,  he  published  with  the 
proceedings  some  lectures  on  Masonry.  These  ore  of  intense  interest 
and  well  worthy  of  perusal. 

VERMONT. 

The  Ninetieth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  14th  of  June,  1882,  ^-ith  Lucius  C.  Butler  Grand  Master 
in  the  East,  there  being  present  representatives  from  M  Lodges. 

Total  number  of  working  Lodges  is  UK),  with  a  membership  of 
7,728.  There  has  been  a  small  decrease  during  the  year  of  35,  much 
smaller,  we  are  glad  to  see,  than  last  year. 
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The  Grand  liaster's  address  is  long  but  deals  almost  exclusively 
with  matters  local  in  their  interest  only. 

His  decisions  accord  with  those  of  this  jurisdiction  and  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Grand  Lodge,  save  one  in  which  he  decided  that  seven 
were  necessary  to  constitute  a  Lodge,  and  seven  to  transact  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Lodge.  This  agrees  with  us,  but  the  Committee  on  Juris- 
prudence thought  proper  to  report  that  for  the  transaction  of  busines 
only  three  were  necessary.  The  Grand  Lodge,  however,  recommitted 
this  portion  of  the  report,  and  no  further  report  was  made. 

There  appears  to  be  some  difficulty  in  obtaining  from  the  late  Grand 
Secretary  the  property  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  though  we  do  not  dis- 
cover that  there  has  been  any  defalcation  in  money. 

The  Grand  Master  shows  that  masonry  is  not  a  sectarian  organiza- 
tion, nor  is  it  a  temperance  organization,  nor  is  it  a  religious  organi- 
zation, neither  is  it  a  political  organization,  but  that — 

It  is  an  organization  in  which  through  all  this  broad  land,  yea,  all 
over  the  wond,  wherever  the  homes  and  the  hands  of  civilization  are 
planted,  its  members  are  united  together  in  the  strong  bonds  of  uni- 
versal brotherhood.  The  bitterest  political  op})oneDts,  the  most  zeal- 
ous religionists  herein  join  as  brothers  in  one  accord,  exemplifying 
the  lesson  taught  in  the  significant  symbolism  of  the  fraternity  that 
God  is  our  father,  and  that  man  is  our  brother. 

Lucius  G.  Butler,  Grand  Master  ;  William  H.  Hoot,  Grand  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Beport  on  Correspondence  is  made  by  Brother  F.  S.  Fisher, 
who,  in  it,  gives  the  brethren  of  Vermont  much  valuable  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  craft  in  other  jurisdictions,  but  we  fail  to  find 
Alabama  among  them.    Why  ?    He  thus  modestly  introduces  himself  : 

Thus,  we  fear,  will  feel  our  readers  as  this  Report  on  Correspond- 
ence comes  to  them,  instead  of  the  wise  and  learned  Annual  Keport 
which  for  eighteen  years  has  been  furnished  by  our  experienced  and 
accomplished  Brother,  the  Past  Grand  Secretary. 

But  there  is  change  in  all  temporal  things.  And  as  with  faint 
heart  we  step  into  line,  we  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  craft,  and  re- 
solve that  throughout  this  Review  the  Grand  Lodges  shall  speak  for 
themselves,  and  therefore  we  call  them  in  order. 

VIRGINIA. 

The  One  hundred  and  Fifth  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  this 
grand  old  commonwealth  was  held  on  the  11th  of  December,  1882, 
Brother  Reuben  Murrell  Page,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  with  repre- 
sentatives from  119  Lodges  present.  Number  of  Lodges  in  the  juris- 
diction, 244;  number  of  members,  9,043;  loss  during  the  year,  122. 

We  copy  from  the  address: 
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This  is  an  eminently  practical  age,  and  the  test  of  practical  resnlts 
is  applied  to  all  organizations.  "Die  increase  in  the  number  of  secret 
societies,  aU  claiming  to  be  benevolent  and  beneficial,  marks  this  as 
an  era  of  secret  societies,  and  when  this  age  applies  the  cmcial  test 
to  oar  Masonic  Order  of  questioning  its  practical  results,  let  us,  by 
the  wisdom  and  the  conservatism  oi  our  conduct,  prove  that  we  do 
not  adhere  to  forms  and  ceremonies  and  lose  sight  of  principles;  that 
our  protestations  are  not  empty  phrases  and  meaningless  words;  that 
we  do  not  pursue  the  shadow  and  neglect  the  substance;  but  that, 
cultivating  fraternal  relations,  and  fraternal  feelings  between  man 
and  man,  and  enforcing  and  carrying  out  great  principles  of  morality, 
we  improve  the  condition  of  the  human  family,  and  tnat  by  a  re^  ad- 
herence to  the  teachings  of  our  Order,  we  illustrate  and  put  in  prac- 
tice the  principles  of  Brotherly  Love,  of  Truth,  and  of  Charity  in  its 
broadest  signification.  Do  this  and  all  is  well;  without  it,  our  lorms 
and  ceremonies,  however  ancient,  are  as  tinkling  cymbals  and  sound- 
ing brass.  Let  us,  then,  see  to  it  that  we  utter  no  meaningless  words 
when  we  assert  the  principles  and  tenets  of  our  Order. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  altogether  local  in  its 
character. 

Brother  Reuben  M.  Page  was  reelected  Grand  Master  and  Brother 
William  B.  Isaacs  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  Brother  W.  P. 
Drinkard  for  the  committee,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  nearly  all 
the  Grand  Lodges  on  this  continent.  Alabama  is  found  among  them 
for  the  year  1881.  It  is  ^-ritten  cutrenie  calamo,  in  a  very  pleasant 
and  easy  style. 

WASHINGTON. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  7th  of  June,  188*2,  Brother  Ralph  Guichard,  Grand  Mas- 
ter, presiding,  with  representatives  from  32  chartered  Lodges.  There 
are  35  Lodges  within  this  jurisdiction.  Number  of  members,  1,200; 
increase  during  the  year,  99. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  gives  a  condensed  statement  of 
the  growth  of  this  Territory,  and  although  the  increase  in  population 
and  production  was  at  first  necessarily  slow,  yet  he  congratulates  the 
brethren  upon  the  impulse  that  may  reasonably  bo  expected  to  popu- 
lation and  to  masonry  by  the  completion  of  railroads  now  in  progress 
of  construction. 

With  regard  to  the  financial  condition,  the  Grand  Secretary  says  : 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Lod^e  continue  upon  a  sound  and  pros- 
perous basis;  for  the  two  years  next  preceding  the  present  session  no 
Representative  dues  were  collected  from  the  Lodges.  This  has  caused 
the  absorption  of  most  of  the  surplus  funds,  as  the  pay  of  Represent- 
atives has  continued  and  even  on  an  increase<l  scale.     But  by  the 
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calling  in  of  all  ontside  loans,  the  Grand  Lodge  has  been  able  to  pay 
its  Representatives,  meet  all  current  obligations  and  now  hol^  a 
small  oalance  in  its  Treasury  apart  from  tibe  income  paid  and  due 
at  present  Annual  Communication. 

Tet  we  find  that  a  question  arose  in  Grand  Lodge  as  to  the  insuf- 
ficiency of  funds  for  the  payment  of  members  and  representatives, 
though  the  Grand  Lodge  authorized  the  payment  in  full. 

The  following  question  being  propounded,  the  decision  of  the 
Grand  Master  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge: 

Question.  Are  visiting  brethren  entitled  to  sit  in  a  Lodge  during 
the  trial  of  a  brother  for  a  Masonic  offense? 

Decision.  Decided,  by  the  Deputy  Grand  Master,  that  it  remained 
entirely  for  the  Lodges  in  each  particular  case  to  determine,  respect- 
ively, for  themselves. 

The  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  prohibits  visitors 
when  the  Lodge  sits  as  a  court  in  trials. 

Joseph  A.  Kuhn,  Grand  Master;  Thomas  M.  Reed,  Grand  Secre- 
tary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  made  by  Grand  Secretary  Reed, 
who  apologizes  for  an  excellent  report,  because  it  was  written  in  great 
haste.  He  devotes  considerable  space  to  Alabama,  quoting  liberally 
from  Grand  Master  Tompkins*  address.  He  defends  the  payment  of 
representatives  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  thinks  there  should  be  one 
only  from  each  Lodge,  who  should  receive  pay.  We  think  our  Ala- 
bama method  the  best  for  them;  the  Lodges  are  less  taxed. 

On  the  subject  of  remuneration  of  masonry,  we  agree  with  his 
views  thus  expressed : 

We  do  not  favor  ''resignations,"  and  while  it  is  not  questioned  that 
Masonry  is  a  voluntary  association — for  all  aspirants  must  come  *'of 
their  own  free  will  and  accord,"  yet  we  do  not  accept  the  logic  that 
they  are  as  "free  to  go  as  to  come,"  in  the  sense  above  employed. 

Masonic  obligations  in  their  very  natiire  imply  inflexibility  and 
permanency,  and  because  voluntarily  taken,  cannot  be  renounced. 
There  is  no  law  or  provision  in  Masonic  science  or  ethics  implying 
such  a  condition.  A  man  may  assume  to  renounce  Masonry,  as  he 
might  assume  to  do  any  other  unlawful  act.  Masonry  in  its  founda- 
tions is  permanent ;  its  principles  are  fixed  and  enduring;  in  its  own 
might  it  arises  as  a  moral  edifice  in  majesty  and  grandeur,  and  will 
recognize  no  righi  of  any  portion  of  that  structure  to  fall  into  decay 
or  assume  dissolution.  If  a  Mason  grows  weary  and  desires  to  sever 
his  association  with  the  fraternity,  he  has  the  inherent  right  (in  our 
opinion)  af t<^r  paying  all  lawful  dues,  to  withdraw  from  the  Lodge. 
T^is  is  as  far  as  the  common  law  of  Masonry  permits  him  to  go. 
Here  he  should  be  respected  in  his  rights  and  privileges,  and  no 
forcinfj  attempted,  or  unrighteous  penalties  imposed  upon  him ;  for 
he  is  a  Freemason  still,  as  long  as  he  remains  unconvicted  of  any 
penal  offense  against  the  laws  of  the  institution. 
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The  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Ck>mmamcation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  Territory  was  held  on  the  6th  day  of  June,  1883,  Grand  Master 
Kuhn  presiding,  and  representatives  from  36  Lodges  being  present 
Number  of  active  Lodges,  37;  number  of  members,  1,390,  with  an  in- 
crease of  190  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  issued  three  Dispensations  for  conferring  the  M. 
M.  degree  out  of  time,  but  the  reasons  were  such  that  we  opine  the 
most  fastidious  would  approve  the  acts. 

Upon  an  application  of  an  unaffiliated  Mason  who  had  been  re- 
jected by  a  Lodge,  the  Grangl  Master  properly  decided  that  he  oould 
not  demand  an  investigation  in  consequence  of  his  rejection.  But  he 
then  adds : 

No.  This  is  the  law  under  our  code;  and  to  me  it  seems  wrong  to 
require  unanimous  ballot  on  the  petition  of  Master  ^lason,  and  ad- 
vance an  £.  A.  or  F.  C.  when  one-third  of  the  members  object. 

This  rule  seems  odd  to  us  who  have  ever  thought  that  a  unanimous 
ballot  was  always  necessary. 

Ho  recommends  greater  care  in  the  selection  of  candidates,  and 
thinks  the  black  ball  is  not  used  as  often  as  it  should  be.  He  then 
says,  and  says  well  and  truly  too  : 

Another  evil  is  the  inattention  often  paid  to  the  proper  qualifica- 


him  depends  its  success  and  usefulness  ;  hence  in  selecting  a  brother 
to  till  this  important  place  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken.  He 
should  bo  well  acquainted  "with  the  science  and  principles  of  ^lasonry, 
capable  of  teaching  by  precept  and  example,  as  well  as  from  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  our  art.  Such  qualifications  cannot  be  acauired 
except  by  close  application  and  long  experience,  and  when  a  Lodge 
is  fortunate  enough  to  have  such  a  Master  it  should  bo  very  slow 
indeed  in  chan^ng,  because  another  good  fellow  is  ambitious  of 
passing  the  chair.  Office  should  be  the  reward  only  of  worth  and 
merit. 

I  do  most  fraternally  suggest  that  ample  provision  be  made  by  von 
for  the  publication  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Foreign  &)r- 
respondence. 

Brother  Louis  Ziegler  delivered  an  excellent  oration  on  <<  What  is 
Masonry,"  and  he  shows  that  Masoniy  is  not  a  political  institution, 
that  it  is  not  a  reformatory  institution,  that  it  is  not  a  religious  insti- 
tution. But  that  it  is  a  progressive  iuHtitutiou,  a  charitable  and  a 
philosophicjil  institution.  The  subject  is  handled  with  considerable 
skill  and  in^^ennity. 

The  Grand  Lodge  declared  that  one  taking  the  O.  B*s.  conscien- 
tiously opposed  to  taking  an  oath  should  be  allowed  to  affirm. 
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Brother  lievi  Ankeny  was  elected  Grand  Master. 
Brother  Thomas  Melbume  Eeed,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 
The  Grand  Secretary  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  review- 
ing in  it  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1882. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  Thirty-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Wisconsin  was  held  on  the  13th  day  of  June,  1882,  M.  W.  Brother 
Emmons  £.  Chapin,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  with  representa^ 
tives  from  175  Lodges  present.  Total  number  of  chartered  Lodges 
is*  196.  We  are  sorry  that  we  cannot  give  the  membership,  or  the 
year's  increase  or  decrease  because  our  friend  Woodhull,  the  Grand 
Secretary,  has  g^ven  us  no  footing  or  recapitulation.  This  we  greatly 
regret,  because  we  wished  to  give  our  brethren  an  idea  of  the  actual 
condition  of  the  Craft  as  indicated  in  their  proceedings. 

We  confess  ourselves  surprised  to  think  that  any  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  should  not  themselves  have  rebuked  and  set  the  seal  of 
their  displeasure  upon  any  such  grossly  unmasonic  acts  as  appear  to 
have  been  practised  by  some  of  its  members  from  the  extract  from 
the  address,  which  we  give  below  : 

There  is  something  else  to  be  done  besides  the  election  of  officers. 
The  XLBcnoN  is  not  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  our  meeting,  although 
important,  and  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty  great  care  and  caution 
should  be  exercised.  The  success  of  Masonry  depends  largely  upon 
the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  officers  of  this  Grand  Lodge  ; 
but  a  .Mason's  zeal  should  not  be  so  abundant  as  to  permit  him  to 
prepare,  and  distribute  by  the  handful,  printed  or  written  ballots 
for  nis  favorite  candidate  long  before  the  hour  of  election  arrives, 
and  then,  as  soon  as  election  is  over,  take  the  first  train  home,  as  if 
his  mission  to  the  Grand  Lodge  were  ended.  Such  conduct  obvi- 
ously smacks  a  little  too  much  of  the  Kino  Caucus  System  which  pre- 
vails in  political  nominating  conventions  of  the  day,  and  ought  not 
to  be  encouraged  in  Grand  Lodge. 

In  the  address  we  found  a  very  handsome  compliment  paid  to  the 
Grand  Secretary,  John  W.  Woodhull,  not  only  for  his  efficieilty  as 
such,  but  for  his  genial  disposition  and  his  ready  hospitality.  We 
copy  it  because  from  our  knowledge  of  the  brother  we  are  sure  it  is 
well  merited,  and  because  the  Grand  Master  wished  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  evince  their  appreciation  in  some  substantial  manner. 

This  extract  is  as  follows  : 

THE  O&AKD  SECBETABY 

of  this  great  and  powerful  Grand  Lodge  receives  too  small  pay  for  the 
amount  of  labor  done.    He  has  been,  for  a  long  time,  giving  the  best 
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years  of  his  life  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft.  He  devotes  his  entire 
time  to  Masonic  work.  His  money,  received  from  all  sources  and 
services,  all  told,  does  not  amount  to  as  much  as  the  pay  of  some  of 
the  clerks  in  the  railway  and  other  offices  in  this  city,  although  he 
docs  twice  the  labor.  Yon  have  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  work  done  by 
him.  He  is  in  his  office  from  morning  till  night,  day  in  and  day  out, 
year  in  and  year  out— not  only  office  work,  but  the  work  of  a  Mason 
in  deeds  of  Charity  and  Benevolence.  A  brother  Mtison  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  State  wants  something  from  the  metropolis.  He  sends  to 
the  Gnind  Secretary.  The  errand  is  faithfully  performed.  He  stands 
sentr}'  for  all  wants  and  recommends.  He  hospitably  receives  and 
entertains  brother  ^lasons  sojourning  in  the  city.  Let  any  Grand 
Lodge  officer  from  any  of  our  sister  iuris<lictions  visit  the  city  or 
State,  and  John  W.  WoodhuU  is  the  first  man  sought.  He  is  known 
the  world  over  as  honest,  capable  John  W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Secii- 
tary  of  the  Grand  Lo<Jge  of  Wisconsin.  To-day  he  is  in  the  merid- 
ian of  his  usefulness  to  the  Craft.  He  will  soon,  like  others  of  as, 
begin  to  grow  old,  and  if,  to-day,  he  only  receives  just  enongh  to  hve 
and  care  for  his  family,  what  is  he  going  to  do  then  ?  Let  as  give 
him  a  decent,  respectable  salary'.  Let  us  pay  him  according  to  the 
work  done.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  his  salary  be  raised 
to  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  which,  with  the  pay  he  receives 
from  the  other  Grand  Bodies,  will  give  him  about  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, or  a  trifle  over,  per  annum.     1  am  confident  you  will  do  it. 

And  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

Resolved f  That  the  Grand  Secretary  shall  receive  for  his  services  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  payable  quarterly  in  ad- 
vance, from  and  after  June  1st,  1882. 

Besides  giving  him  $120  to  pay  for  a  messenger  boy  who  had  been 
employed  about  the  office.  The  Grand  Lodge,  like  others,  should 
remember  **that  the  lal>oror  is  worthy  of  his  hire." 

Two  Lodges  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

Lewis  E.  Heed,  Grand  Master;  John  W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Sec- 
retary. 

Brother  Woodhull  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  and  in  it 
we  find  Alabama  for  1881.  Under  Connecticut  he  discourses  some- 
what upon  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  and  makes  a  very 
sageYemark  that: 

We  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  quarrel  much  with  oar  brethren 
upon  subjects  embraced  in  what  is  called  Masonic  Law.  Good  men 
and  good  jurists  frequently  disagree— honestly,  no  doubt;  but  in 
many  instances  this  disagreement  amounts  to  nothing,  for  the  reason 
that  tlu'  case  involved  is  of  no  importance  to  au}*  one.  The  subject 
of  perpetual  jurisdic'tit)n.  however,  involves  the  rights  of  others,  and 
sliunld  hif  most  cun'fully  considered.  At  tlie  vUnm  of  this  report,  wo 
shidl  try  and  state  our  position  ux)ou  this  subject. 

Wo  have,  however,  examined  the  report  but  don't  find  it. 
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**«tyeftr  we  had  no  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 

'^^  those  for  1B82  as  well  as  1883  have  tamed  np  this.     The  latter 

^^momcation  was  held  on  the  12th  of  June,  with  Lewis  £.  Koed, 

"^  W.  Grand  Master,  and  representatives  from  187  Lodges.     The  to- 

^Homber  of  chartered  Lodges  is  108;  active  number ^of  members, 

*>BC3;  increase  during  the  year,  420. 

While  giving  some  advice  to  the  Lodges,  the  Grand  Master  most  np- 
Plt>priately  says  :  "So  conduct  the  financial  affairs  of  your  Lodge 
^'^^t  needed  relief  for  your  treasuries  will  be  no  inducement  to  admit 
not  worthy  the  honor.'*  He  urges  also  on  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
of  prudence  and  economy  in  the  administration  of  its 
oes,  that  it  may  not  be  compelled  in  the  future  as  it  has  been 
the  past,  to  be  a  borrower. 
"Xhe  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  purely  local.  They  are 
«8tling  with  economy.    No  report  on  correspondence. 

WYOMING. 

Tlhe  proceedings  of  the  Eighth  Annual  Communication  of   the 
Lodge  of  this  Territory  are  before  us.     It  was  held  on  the  10th 
October,  1882,  there  being  present  representatives  from  five— all 
the  subordinates  Lodges,  and  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Robert  Wil- 
li, Grand  Master. 

The  total  membership  in  this  jurisdiction  is  384,  there  having  been 

increase  of  32  during  the  year. 

The  craft  is  in  a  prosperous  and  harmonious  condition,  yet  we  fear 

^^^^  the  Grand  Lodge  is  establishing  by  the  following  resolution  a 

^Yecedent  which  may  hereafter  prove  troublesome  to  it.    None  should 

«iijoy  the  benefits  of  Masonry  who  do  not  contribute  to  its  needs,  un- 

^^ttihey  should  be  unable  to  do  so: 

^wAvtif  That  the  Grand  Lodge  approve  the  action  of  Laramie 
^^odge  No.  3,  in  exempting  Bro.  T.  D.  JPearson,  an  honorary  mem- 
W,  from  Grand  Lodge  dues. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  New  South  Wales  and  Arizona  were  both 
tecognized  at  this  communication. 

Bdow  we  give  a  full  view  of  the  honors  and  the  responsibilities,  if 
uiy,  of  Grand  Bepresentatives,  from  a  special  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  foreign  correspondence. 

ItiRnot  nnusual  to  hear  the  remark  that  the  Grand  lloj>reHontative 

system  is  far  more  ornamental  and  honorary  than  UBoful,  at  least  one 

Jf>Tildbeled  to  this  conclusion  by  the  following  definition  given  by  a 

brother  of  vast  Masonic  experience  and  learning  :  *'  A  Representative 

*  Grand  Lodge  was  formerly  a  person,  gray  haired,  of  venerable 
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appearance,  rcRpectable,  and  whose  duty  it  was  to  sit  above  the  Grand 
Master  in  the  Grand  East,  look  wise,  and  be  discreet."  However  this 
may  be,  the  official  dntics  of  a  Grand  Kcpresentative  are  of  no  mean 
importance  if  the  Grand  Body  which  he  represents  invests  him  with 
full  power  to  represent  snch  a  Grand  Body  near  another  Grand 
Lodge,  in  all  matters  affecting  the  Grand  Lodge  which  he  represents, 
subject  always  to  the  approval  of  the  latter.  We  are  unable  to  state 
to  what  extent  these  duties  are  abridged  by  the  different  Grand 
Lodges,  but  from  personal  observation  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
Grand  Representatives  arc  pretty  generally  looked  upon  as  honorarr 
appendages,  and  but  seldom  used  as  the  medium  or  channel  through 
wluch  matters  of  controversy  are  adjusted.  His  position  corresponds 
to  that  of  an  ordinary  embassador  at  a  foreign  court,  who  is  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  public  matters  between  two  sovereign 
powers.  Grand  Lodges  are  sovereign  within  their  territorial  limits, 
in  the  same  sense  that  a  nation  is  sovereign  within  its  boundaries, 
and  it  lessens  the  dignity,  honor  and  respect  of  a  Grand  Representa- 
tive near  a  sister  Grand  Lodge,  to  have  his  official  duties  curtailed, 
abridged,  or  as  is  more  usually  the  case,  entirely  ignored  by  the  ac- 
tion, or  rather  lack  of  action  of  the  Grand  Body  which  he  represents. 

J.  K.  Jeffrey,  Grand  Master. 

Jno.  H.  Symons,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  faithfully 
the  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges  with  Alabama  for  1881,  among 
them.     His  synopsis  is  very  complete. 

ITALY. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Italy  published,  but  without  date,  a  paper  on 
the  Masonic  situation  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy,  from  which  it 
appears  that  Lodges  in  obedience  to  it,  in  Montevideo,  and  Buenoe 
Ayres,  Constantinople,  Belgrade,  Roumania,  Smyrna,  Syria,  Egjpt 
and  Africa,  as  well  as  those  in  Italy,  are  working  well,  and  generally 
growing  stronger.  Harmony  prevails,  and  their  influence  in  behalf  of 
liberty,  equality,  fraternity,  and  civilization  is  manifesting  itself. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  and  the  constantly  increasing  number  of 
Americans  travelling  in  Italy,  they  desire  to  exchange  represent*' 
tives,  and  suggest  as  our  representative  Brother  Adriano  LemDer, 
Assistant  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 


Mon^TON  No.  6. — William  D.  Irwin,  Satterwhito  Shackelford, 
Drury  W.  Bynum — 3. 

Fabeab  No.  8. — William  8.  Earnest — 1. 

GiLEAD  No.  9. — ^William  M.  Meador,  Biohard  A.  Moody — 2. 

BoTAL  White  Habt  No.  10.— Aagnstus  S.  Borders,  D^ohn  J.  Norton, 
Jesse  B.  Bowdon,  Erasmns  Dasinger,  Augnstns  L.  Gloice;  Norman 
McCrany,  Charles  H.  Spencer,  James  F.  Walker— 8. 

MoNTooMEBT  No.  11. — Franklin  Morris,  Louis  Groldman,  Isaac 
Schwartz— 3. 

Athens  No.  16. — David  B.  Yarborough,  William  0.  Sowell,  Ootayiua 
B.  Hnrsey,  James  D.  Jones,  William  B.  Mc Williams — 5. 

La  Fayette  No.  26. — Volney  Boardman,  Jacob  L.  Levy,  John  B. 
Beid— 3. 

Selxa  Fraternal  No.  27.— Bobert  McKee,  Samuel  P.  Towne— 2. 

Wetumpka  No.  39. — Charles  A.  Due — 1. 

Mobile  No.  40. — Hugh  L.  Hopper,  George  F.  King,  George  W. 
Smith,  Thomas  A.  Boon,  Andrew  B.  Nelson,  William  A.  Bandlett, 
^iUiam  H.  Kelly,  William  P.  Hutchinson— 8. 

Gaston  No.  44.— Badford  E.  Mobley— 1. 

Demopolis  No.  49. — Joseph  P.  Williams,  John  B.  Grayson — 2 

Union  No.  50.— Willis  Wills,  Bobert  H.  Harper,  James  H.  Max- 
well-3. 

New  Market  No.  52  — William  H.  Hamaker— 1. 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55. — John  J.  Ball,  John  B.  Cockrell,  James  W, 
(Jates,  Edward  J.  Jones,  Joseph  J.  Moorhead,  Bobert  M;  Noland, 
John  T.  Stinson,  Milton  W.  Curry,  Joseph  A.  Lee,  John  Campbell, 
Bobert  Campbell,  Anthon  S.  Derryburg,  Samuel  M.  Story— 13. 

Tbot  No.  56.— Josiah  Wilson— 1. 

Benton  No.  59.— Bichard  H.  Biggs,  Hendry  A.  Handy,  James  M, 
Smoke,  Thomas  Williams— 4. 

Saint  Johns  No.  62.— William  W.  Honie,  Carnio  Leslies,  Sheppard 
W.  King— 3. 

Social  No.  63.— Augustus  H.  Persons,  William  B.  Allen— 2. 

Eubei^a  No.  64.— Frank  M.  Black,  Matthew  P.  Calloway,  Caleb  B. 
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Low,  James  McFerrin,  Samuel  B.  Otts,  Thomas  E .  Perkins,  James 
R.  Portorfield,  James  A.  Stubbs,  Jackson  W.  Stewart — 9. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67. — Elijah  J.  Humphrey,  William  Martin, 
Charles  P.  Sparronberger,  William  C.  Sager,  Nathaniel  Jeffries,  Clar- 
ence H.  Bnllock-  6. 

Howard  No.  09. — George  H.  Discher,  William  C.  Gaynor — 2. 

Central  No.  70.    James  M.  Reynolds,  Jesse  W.  Mahan— 2. 

Widow's  Son  No.  72.— Capers  C.  Jones,  William  G.  W.  Albrit- 
ton— 2. 

Wilcox  No.  80.— Theodore  B.  Wilson— 1. 

Ebophotic  No.  84.— Burrell  R.  Bradley — 1. 

Meridian  Sun  No.  88.— Daniel  B.  Edwards — 1. 

Pbattville  No.  89. — T.  J.  Kent— 1.    . 

Pfister  No.  90. — James  P.  Livingston — 1. 

Sawyer  No.  93.  —Jenkins  Bennett,  John  W.  Martin,  William  Wood, 
Sandrew  D.  Parker,  Robert  A  Boyd,  Wallace  W.  Dobson,  Daniel  M. 
Smith,  James  F.  M.  Davis,  James  P.  D.  Murphy,  Evans  T.  Disharoon, 
Thomas  M.  Linly — 11. 

Tuckabatcheb  No.  96. — James  P.  Norris,  James  F.  Waddell— 2. 

Lozahatchee  No.  97.  — Ira  Webb,  Francis  M.  McCaghren,  William 
J.  Stewart,  Hugh  Edge,  John  McGooghan,  John  C.  Wilson,  James  H. 
Savage,  Weldon  P.  Hughes,  George  M.  \lcCurry,  James  T.  Dozier, 
William  H.  Stocks,  William  J.  Carroll,  William  C.  Houren,  Robert  E. 
Lewis— 14. 

Fulton  No.  98— Hamilton  C.  Graham,  James  E.  Kennedy,  James 
J.  Hall— 3. 

Hartwell  No.  101. — Zachariah  H.  Clardy — 1. 

Good  Samaritan  No.  104.— Elsah  Phillips,  J.  W.  Dobbs,  John 
Jones,  Da\'id  A.  Coker — 4. 

Forest  Hill  No.  llO.^John  H.  Hudgins — 1. 

Notast:loa  No.  119. — Isaac  O.  Rutherford,  William  J.  Philips,  John 
T.  Estes,  John  J.  Buiford,  Benjamin  F.  Bedell,  Richard  W.  Hntchins, 
Fernando  Lowe,  Ahnarine  G.  Duke,  Joseph  H.  Norton — 9. 

Camp  Hill  No.  120. — John  W.  Flemming,  John  J.  Fligh,  George 
G.  HaU,  Ezekiel  Wyette— 4. 

Felix  No.  124.— Walter  T.  G.  Cobb,  Daniel  Cole,  Robert  H.  Grif- 
fin—3. 

Geneva  No.  129.— SIqi  Calk,  John  T.  Coleman,  Joseph  J.  Sammer- 
sett,  Martin  W.  Britt,  James  M.  Seglar,  Windtield  W.  Scott,  John 
Brown,  Mark  Wilcox,  Thomas  J.  Koith,  Ruel  E.  J.  Cumbad,  James 
N.  McDuffio  Jr.,  William  F.  McDuffie,  William  J.  Coleman,  Henry  H. 
Lewis,  William  Cox,  Ira  Myers — 16. 

Columbia  No.  135. — Wiley  Williams— 1. 
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^lUTT  No.  136.— William  C.  Clark,  Allen  Tucker— 2. 
^SiLBT  No.  140. — Aaron  Stone,  Thomas  W.  8hroder,  Thoophilaa 
-  Tinsley,  Ferdinand  Newman,  Samuel  B.  Rosser — 5. 
^^TmsanTY  No .  145 .  — Henry  M .  Tidmore— 1 . 
KixBUBOH  No.  154.— Harry  McKenny,  David  L.  McCaUiflter— 2. 
MATs^xLiiS  No.  155. — James  A.   MoKenzie,  James  Sanford,  John 
■  cMahon,  Oates  McMahon,  John  Lawler,  William  L.  Giles— 6 . 
Mofjirr  HopB  No.  168. — John  D .  McCreary,  John  McClung— 2. 
flx^A  No.  170— Charles  S.Lee,  Hugh  Windham- 2. 
AjTDBKW  Jackson  No.    173. — Millard  F.  Flinn,  William  B.  Hughes, 
^B-en  jamin  Jones,  Clifton  W.  Kennedy — 4 . 

MouKT  Htt.t.tard  No.  180. — James  Cogbum,   ThomsM.  Gholson, 
X>avid  C.  Bottor— 3 

Ohattahoochke  No.  192. — Joseph  Chambers— 1. 
HoPKWKLL  No.  193.— Columbus  W.  Mitchell,  Phillip  F.  Mitchell, 
F.  Meriwether,  Dainee  H.  Parker,  Stephen  L.  Smith,  Frank  M. 
Lett,  James  M .  Childress — 7. 

iu:^ABKE  No.  197. — William  D.  Saxon,  Bartholomew  T.  Goza,  Jas- 
P.  "Williams,  William  A.  Bryant,  Samuel  Bell,  William  Brooks— 6 
S^TULCAiTOA  No.  200.— Benjamin  F.  Cliett.  Albert  J.  Cnimpler,  Harris 
C&ixipbell — 3. 

^Bki^icok  No.  201. — George  Petrie,  Daniel  C.  Crenshaw— 2. 
Vaujet  No.  203.— Richard  J.  Tankersley,  BurroU  K.  Teel— 2. 
^blABSHAix  No.  209.— Solomon  C.  Capehart,  William  H.  Todd— 2. 
I*UTNAM  No.  212.  — George  W.  L.  Noel,  Thomas  Williams,  George 
F'orester,   Samuel  Price,    John    M.   Culpepper,   Stephen  Stephens, 
ItoljertB.  F    Robinson— 7. 

$5am  Ddlow  No.  218.— John  W.  Tatum,  James  H.  Leath,  GeorgeJW, 
Wimpis,  William  A.  J.  Wester,  Louis  N .  Echols— 5. 

"^BTSBM  Stab  No.  22. — Reding  H.  Jones,  James  H.  Holmes,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Watson,  William  H.  Moody,  Theophilus  T.  Donald— 6. 

Dallas  No.  228. — Charles  W.  Brown,  John  W.  Landers,  Cooper  B. 
Tate,  Alonzo  L.  Higginbottom,  Nicholas  T.  Leverett— 5. 

"Ramr  No.  243.— William  F.  Niblett.  Henry  W.  Urquhart-2. 
Jora  Path*  No.  246. — John  D.  Walker,  Benjamin  F.  Story— 2. 
HiBKiBOK  No.  246.  -  James   V.  Bradley,  Josiah  Snider,  James  A. 
"Walker,  Benjamin  P.  Finlay,    Thomas  J.  Login,  Asa.  D.  Lowery, 
James  M.  Gibson,  William  O.  Thomas— 8. 
L\WMHCE  No.  248.— Thomas  B.  Richards— 1 
AmasdNo.  250.— Moses  D.  Pinson— 1. 
KobthPoot  No.  252.— John  J.  Davis— 1. 
B«wHnj,No.  253.— John  Howard,  Stephen  Woodam— 2. 
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Gatlesyille  No.  256. — John  L.  F.  Henderson,  James  A.  CaUoiib, 
Henry  Winter,  John  Winter — i, 

Bei^yille  No.  260. — Joseph  H.  Galley,  Batt  M.  Johnson,  James  T. 
Andrews— 3. 

BuTLEB  Springs  No.  270. — John  G.  Lazenby — 1. 

Pea  Eivrb  No.  271.— John  T.  Wilkins,  George  A.  Winslow,  William 
McCall,  Hamilton  L.  Hudson — 4. 

Sprinoville  No.  280.— Benjamin  F.  Jones,  Anderson  G.  NonneUy, 
Allen  Reavis  Jr.,  William  Harrison,  George  W.  Williams — 5. 

C1.INT0N  No.  287. — Henry  E.  Hughes — 1. 

Gillespie  No.  290.— Thomas  D.  Ennis,  William  M.  Ennis — 2. 

Warrenton  No.  320. — Reuben  Noble — 1. 

CuarittNo.  331. — James  A.  Ray — 1. 

Oliver  No.  334. — Alexander  Carleton — 1. 

Johnson  No.  337.  —George  A.  Albritton — 1. 

Clear  Creek  No.  340. — William  R.  Godsey,  Josiah  Commiens — ^2. 

PiKETTLLE  No.  344. — James  M.  Hall,  Alvin  N.  Jones,  George  W. 
Metoalf,  William  H.  Neal,  Uriah  WUson— 6. 

HuRTSBORO  No.  346. — Mark  S.  Dickinson — 1. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351. — John  W.  Hodo,  William  A  Danberry — ^2. 

RuTLEDOE  No.  357.— George  W.  Thagard,  Marion  T.  Mathews — 2. 

Town  Creek  No.  361.— James  H.  Foster,  Felix  G.  McGregor,  Wil- 
liam J.  Bean,  Littleton  P.  Seay — 4. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.— John  G.  McClung — 1. 

Athblston  No.  369.— Belton  O.  James — 1.        ' 

RussELLVELLE  No.  371.— John  A.  Mc Williams — 1, 

Sauta  Creek  No.  376. — Sapiuel  Johnson — 1. 

Weogutka  No.  378. — James  T.  Nelson,  Martin  V.  Robertson,  Jacob 
Nelson,  John  McKay,  Thomas  J.  McCain — 5. 

Robert  E.  Lee  No.  379.- James  J.  Bizzell,  Isaac  Knowles,  Daniel 
Kyser— 3. 

OhatcheeNo.  380.— Starling  B.  Cochran,  Richard  H.  GriflBn,  Ezekiel 
J.  T.  Davis,  James  H.  Jones — 4. 

Birmingham  Fraternal  No.  384. — Goldthwaite  W.  Hewitt,  William 
S.  Brown,  Robert  Stephens,  Richaad  R.  Beasley,  George  A.  Cardwell, 
James  E.  Hawkins — 6. 

Trinity  No.  386.— George  G.  Roop — 1. 

NEWBirBOH  No.  388.— Cicero  J.  Holloway,  John  G.  Whitlock,  John 
Hulsey,  George  Hulsey,  Francis  M.  Thompson,  John  C.  Roberts— 6. 

North  Border  No.  391. — William  G.  Wright— 1. 

Hickory  Flat  No.  392 — Natbimiel  E.  Baker,  Seaborn  W.  Smith, 
James  U.  Hincs  Jr.,  Asa  W.  Farrow— 4. 
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Blaci  OiE  No.  397.— Levi  A.  Berry,  William  Berry,  Thomas  8. 

Haitsell  No.  398.— Thomas  P.  Taylor,  John  D.  McClanahan,  Sid- 
J^fijA.  Vest,  Charles  H.  Cooper— 4. 

CHiLDtBaBUBO  No.  403.— Pinkney  L.  McCall— 1. 

I)oRic  No.  406.— Armstead  Y.  Moorefleld— 1. 

North  Bivkb  No.  407.— John  I.  Hendrix,  Samuel  A..  Malone— 2. 

PosDTowN  No,  409. — Lewis  M.  Sasser,  Alsey  B.  Hathaway— 2. 

H«L»4  No.  410.— William  R.  Cross,  William  Becket,  Archibald  C. 
^flfionSen.— 3. 

Jbobon  No.  411. — Allen  Atkinson,  Seaborn  E.  Cleckler,  William  B. 
^^by,  James  L.  Williams,  Pinckney  0.  Cost— 6. 

Ambkbson  No.  412.— William  H.  Jones— 1. 

High  Shoals  No.  413. — William  A.  Lippham,  Nestor  G.  Bailey, 
William  Stett,  John  W.  BUiir,  William  Barrett,  Joseph  W.  Robertson, 
Thomas  Weathers— 7. 

Oai  Leykl  No.  416. — John  A.  J.  Alewine,  William  Loveren — 2. 

CusTOH  No.  423.— Jesse  8.  Edwards,  James  M.  Stanfiold,  William 
Vines,  Andrew  J.  Wilson,  Doctor  J.  Childers,  George  W.  Wilson, 
Bndolph  Ehrman— 7. 

GiOBoi  Wilson  No.  424.— William  P.  Bird— 1. 

BnxJwiN  No.  428.— Joel  G.  Moody,  William  J,  Thompson— 2. 
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Helion  No.  1.— George  W.  Berry,  Hiram  Brewster,  Albert  B. 
Erskine,  Thomas  J.  Howe,  William  D.  Minton — 5. 

Rising  Vibtue  No.  4. — Kennedy  W.  Alston — 1. 

Gllead  No.  9. — John  C.  Chapman,  Haywood  Vanghn,  Allen 
Christian,  Joseph  B.  Daniels — i. 

Royal  White  Habt  No.  10. — Mumford  Collins — 1. 

Athens  No.  16. — Rodah  V.  Horton,  Benjamin  M.  Sorrell,  Andrew 
J.  Johnson,  Benjamin  Lee  Allen,  John  William  TiUman,  John  Wil- 
liam Johnston— C. 

Dale  No.  25. — Samuel  S.  Stanberry — 1. 

Selma  Fbatebnal  No.  27.— Peter  Campbell,  Charles  B.  GoinSi 
David  Wilson -3. 

CouBTLAND  No.  37. — William  G.  Campbell,  Thomas  J.  GrahAZD, 
Joseph  Wheeler,  Daniel  Cooper,  William  F.  Morely,  Thomas  Spng* 
gins— 6. 

WzTUMPKA  No.  39.  -Harris  Steamcs — 1. 

Mobile  No.  40.— Eugene  A.  Eastburn,  Isaac  R.  Young,  GeoxgeE 
Hall,  Edward  E.  England  -4. 

LivrsGSTON  No.  41 — Lemuel  F.  Whitehead,  William  Beggs— 2. 

Union  No.  50.— Frank  Phillips,  Wilson  Etherage— 2. 

Gbeenino  No.  53.— Jeptha  Blacksher — 1. 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55. — Elihu  Cox — 1. 

Tboy  No.  50.  -Thomas  Lawson— 1. 

Benton  No.  59. — Horatio  W.  Edwards — 1. 

ToMPKiNSViLLE  No.  61.— Johu  Wesley  Johnson — 1. 

Saint  Johns  No.  02.— Max  Wise,  H.  Rosenberg — 2. 

Centbal  No.  70.— Marshall  N.  Alexander— 1. 

ToHOPEKA  No.  71. — James  M.  Smith,  William  H.  Shepard,  James 
B.  Turner -3. 

Solomon  No.  74.  —James  Brooks — 1. 

Fkiendhhip  No.  83.— John  T.  McSpaddon— 1. 

Pbattville  No.  89. —Patrick  Ahearn— 1, 

S.vwYEB  No.  93.— Jacob  Overton— 1. 

Lozahatchee  No.  97.— William  H.  Kirk— 1. 
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HabtwellNo.  101.— Richard  G.  Roberts,  Louis  L.  Cody— 2. 
ShilohNo.  105.— J.  Warren  Morgan— 1. 
CajcpHillNo.  120.— Marion  L.  D.  Pitman— 1. 
Fan  No.  124.— Samuel  T.  Hall,  Andrew  J.  Smith— 2. 
HibndonNo.  125.— John  W.  Leatherwood— 1. 
GiWKTA  No.  129.— Daniel  Vaughan— 1. 
^iletNo.  134.— John  C.  Ratton— 1. 
^TEBNiTT  No.  145. — Julius  A.  Collins— 1. 

BoDoiRsviLLB  No.  147. — George  Shoemaker,  Archibald  D.  Ray— 2. 
fiuDos  Spbinos  No.  151. — Edward  Tabb,  James  L.  Lenore,  Henry 
E  Powe— 3. 
Hatstillb  No.  158.— Andrew  J.  Bym,  John  N.  Tompson.  .2. 
^*^ckNo.  161. — James  H.  McBrayer,  William  Powell,  Nowton  J. 
^ford,  Thomas  Warrick,  Elias  M.  WUliams  -5. 
^ZLLowsBiP  No.  172. — James  B.  Hodo,  John  Sloan — 2. 
^Riw  Jackbok  No.  173.— Whit  W.  Brame,  Elijah  Wynn,  William 
^Graves— 3. 

^ocsT  HnxiABD  No.  180.— A.  D.  Fielder,  Daniel  Moore,  Burrel  E. 
^**8well,  Lloyd  J.  WUliams,  George  F.  Davis— 5. 
^ouirr  Eaolb  No.  185.— Francis  M.  Sailor,  John  B.  Gambell— 2. 
^^J-DfTONTiLLE  No.  188.— GeorgB  W.  Gunter— 1. 
^iUabkbNo.  197. — James  D.  Baker,  John  R.  Pearson— 2. 
^^CAUOA  No.  200.  —John  T.  Applewhite,  John  J.  Hightower— 2. 
^«Uco»  No.  201.— Thomas  G.  Jefcoat,  William  T.  Bedsole,  Simeon 
•  Stongh,  Mark  L.  Jackson,  John  8.  Pitts  -5. 
^^^^XANDEE  No.  208.— Elbert  G.  Morris,  James  O.  Brown,  Elisha  V. 
^eaTej_3. 
^^HALL  No.  209.— William  F.  Chandler,  James  W.  Hodges— 2. 
^  DnoN  No.  218.— Joseph  P.  Whorton,  Abram  Roberts— 2. 
J.  ^'iSKviLLE  No.  219.— Thomas  J.  Hodnett,  Thomas  M.  Spirlin,  Wil- 
^^  0.  Jenkins— 3. 

^AJTTA  Fe  No.  226.— Lafayette  McVey— 1. 
^AiiEs  Penn  No.  227.— Richard  B.  Lingo— 1. 
Dallas  No.  228.— Wilson  M.  Ligon,  Samuel  O.  Striplin— 2. 
^XPULOA  No.  233.— Benjamin  F.  Saucer— 1. 

BABPsasYiLLK  So.  235.— Alonzo  M.  Jones,  Dillard  Baldwin,   Wil- 
"^L.  Dickerson,  Ira  C.  Dickerson,  John  L.  Ferguson— 5. 
Dawson  No.  244.— Wiley  J.  Langsdon,  James  Nichols,  Rufus  Shell, 
"fcn  P.  Bass,  Joi:n  A.  Langsdon,  James  Langsdon — 6. 
HamosonNo.  246.— William  O.  Carter,  William  Huggins— 2. 
Ciop^TKLL  No.  247.— Robert  Cook,  Thomas  Beavers— 2. 
^'^Esci  No.  248.— Robert  B.  Holder— 1. 
CaupCwbkNo.  251.— Jefferson  Cook— 1. 
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BosE  HiiiL  No.  253. — Jefferson  B.  Myers  -1. 

Gatlbsyilxe  No.  256.  — Ebenezer  CanniaghAm — 1. 

BsiiLvrLLE  No.  260.— Pinkney  Giddens— 1. 

Talladega  No.  261. — Peter  8.  Reynolds— 1. 

Clifton  No.  272.— William  B.  Sheffield— 1. 

Fbankfobt  No.  275. — John  Winter — 1. 

Clinton  No.  287. — Charles  S.  Johns— 1. 

Fort  Deposi^No.  291.  -A.  Fuller  Goldsmith— 1. 

NoBBis  No.  301. — William  Jernigan— 1. 

JoNESBOBO  No.  315. — Jacob  Sharp,  James  Baker— 2. 

Wabbenton  No.  320. — Kufos  Herron— 1. 

HoLLT  Gboye  No.  323. — Henry  Robinson,  John  R.  Putmon,  Scott 
Peters— 3. 

Blue  Eye  No.  332.— Arthur  T.  Wood— 1. 

Nanapalia  No.  335. — Josiah  N.  Ross,  Newett  Coward— 2. 

Albebt  Pike  No.  339. — Goodloe  Pride — 1. 

Cleab  Cbeek  No.  340. — Thomas  J.  C^owart — 1. 

PisEViLLE  No.  344. — Erasmus  A.  Mixon,  William  K.  Westbrook— i 

Van  Buben  No.  355.— William  A.  Small,  Warren  D.  Sims,  Marshil 
M.  Nicholson,  Thomas  F.  Weaver,  Amos  M.  Weaver,  Thomas  J. 
Nicholson  —6. 

Rutledoe  No.  357. — John  J.  Owens,  James  M.  Perkins,  Williazn  A. 
Finlay— 3. 

Ne^tonville  No.  360. — George  W.  Gravlee,  Frank  A  Brotherton, 
William  Johnson— 3. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.— Thomas  J.  Redwine— 1. 

CoTAco  No.  366. — William  J.  Loggins— 1. 

Cboss  Plains  No.  368.— Nathaniel  Tracy,  Joshua  E.  Brock,  Jaiiitf 
T.  Tracy,  William  H.  McGinnis— 4. 

Athelston  No.  369. — Alexander  W.  DeBardeladen — 1. 

Sauta  Cbeek  No.  376.— William  T.  Pool— 1. 

Lake  City  No.  377.— Pierce  D.  Bulger— 1. 

Weogufka  No.  378.— Robert  R.  King,  Robert  H.  Candle— 2. 

Robebt  E.  Lee  No.  379.— Charles  D.  Beard,  Benjamin  D.  Ma- 
son- 2. 

Ohatchee  No.  380.— Caleb  M.  Brewton — 1. 

Brn  Pope  No.  383.— Samuel  H.  W^ilson,  Sam  Orr,  John  £. 
Walker— 3. 

Nbwbuboh  No.  388. — Rufus  S.  Mitchell — 1. 

Valley  Head  No.  394.— Samuel  McSpadden — 1. 

Falkville  No.  396.  -W'illiam  B.  Sams,  Joseph  G.  Brown— 2. 

DoBic  No.  406. —Washington  Gilmore— 1. 

Jemibon  No.  411. — William  R.  Dawson— 1. 
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High  Sroalb  No.  413.— William  H.  Yeols,  William  A.  Moses,  Hiram 
t  He8ter-3. 
SrLPHTJB  Spbino  No.  414.— James  H.  Canant— 1. 
OuLitilNo.  415.— ^Alphens  A.  Hurst— 1. 
Gmboi  Smith  No.  417.— Samuel  J.  Huey— 1» 
fiBoomowH  No.  420.-^WiUiam  F.  Pickle— 1. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


Jftmes  P.  Caflfey . . .'. Benton No.   59 

John  W.  King,  luii'd  AprU  14,  1884. . .     Notasulga "   119 

Percival  Cumboa Geneva "   129 

TJiomas  P.  Kellv Santo  Fe "  2:26 

BSi'enw:a":::::::::::::::::|^'^-'^« "^ 

William  Hendewon Cross  Plains "  368 

Lewis  P.  Leonard Helena "  410 


EXPELLED. 


Isaac  N.  Thomas Shelby No.  140 

William  F.  Clements Clintonville *•  188 

James  R.  Kilgore ) 

James  T.  Robinson vYork "  211 

John  11.  Sartiiin ) 

Henrv  Anderson Pea  River "  271 

Van  h.  WiUiams Town  Creek "  361 

Thomas  J.  Holtom Birmingham  Fraternal  "  384 

James  W.Hino Trinity "  388 

WUliam  M.Cooper Hpw  Ridge «  399 

Robert  M.  Goodgamo Clanton "423 
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1883. 

AT  REFRESHMENT  ABOVE. 


John  Van  Valkenberg,  Aur,  18  HeUon No.  1 

fegj5^;„nl%^'^^-^::h— "  ^ 

f«weU  Turner,  Aug.  31-65  years  .    i  ^^     ,                               ,,  ^ 

J«^E.  Crumblv,  Sept.  8-46  years,  f  ^^^^ ^ 

««orge  H.  Slaughter,  July  24 Royal  White  Hart "  10 

f>M  P.  Riddle ) 

John  Hammerly,  Feb.  16 \  Athens **  16 

Jjrtin  T.  Sumner ) 

Jnomas  J.  Adams,  Jan.  25 — 44  years.     Saint  Albans **  22 

gabrielS.Handley,  Feb2... )  j.  ,                                    ,,  25 

J^nel  G.  Cochran,  June  16 \  ^^^ ^ 

•ohn  F.  Courley,  Feb.  18 Selma  Fraternal "  27 

•wnesH.  WeUs,  Sept.  5 Rising  Sun "  29 

f8acan  McNem,  Sept.  25—61  years . .     Autauga "  31 

JolmM.  Powers,  April  5 ) 

J«oy  Donns,  April  19 \  Washington "  36 

ffnjamin  Pybas,  June  26 ) 

^fridD.  Simmons,  March  4 Courtland **  37 

fwrenD.  Barker,  Dec.  14,'82— 31  y'rs    Wetumpka **  39 

^  D.  Haynie,  July  15  -66 years. . .     Mobile "  40 

JfeetonG.  Nash,  Feb.  20 Livingston ••  41 

fichird  D.  Williams,  May Hiram '«  42 

•<«eph  H.  Armstrong,  October  10 Deraopolis "  49 

mn  M.  Jeffins,  Apnl  15—47,  9,  16. .     Union *«  50 

2y«taYe  F.  Mertins,  Aug.  27—54  y'rs.     Greening: **  53 

gurlee  L.  Fort,  April  22—47  years . .  ) 

fnknCox,  July  7—74  years >  Mount  Moriah "  55 

<ob  W.  F.  Lourry,  July  9— 40  years.  ) 

^ob  L.  Foster— 46  years ) 

ijJBhelaus  G.  Cosby,  July  2—66  years  V  Troy **  56 

*Wa8  Lawson,  October  20 — 75  years ) 

ynesM.  Alexander  Jr.,  Sept.  27 Tuskegee **  57 

figh  C.  McCall,  February  2 )  j.^^.^                             ..  ko 

I«ni8  Grumbles,  September  3 [Benton 59 

John  W.  Taylor,  October  22 Tompkinsville "  61 

Jjnes  A.  Hayes,  February  11 Saint  Johns •*  62 

Thomas  M,  Bragg,  Nov.  28.  1882 )  p„,«v,                              ..  «^ 

^^bald  M.  Reid,  November 8 [Eureka 64 

fliT.Eobinson,  February  20 „        j      ..•  j                  **  /»« 

'okSwirrenbeW,  Jnni  2 [  Hampden  Sidney "  67 

^JMiderW.Deering,  April  28 Howard "  69 

(13) 


198  APPENDIX.  (1883. 

William  McConaughy,  Apr.  2—76  y*r8    Central No.  70 

Benjamin  E.  Crnbbe,  September  29. .     Tohopeka "    71 

WUUam  H.  Hubbard,  Sept.  25-59  y'rs    Solomon "    7i 

Templeton  Holloway,  Mar.  19-62  y'rs  }  n^tprviUe  "    7«; 

Stephen  Byrd,  March  23-67  years. . .  f  ^^erviiie ib 

John  P.  McKee,  October  17 WUcox "    80 

James  W.  (Crawford,  April  11—62  y'rs    Friendship "     83 

John  W.  Wheeler,  May  26 Erophotic «*     84 

W.  L.  Robinson,  November  11 Prattville **     89 

Dempsey  Whiddon,  Dec.  26,  1882 ....     Henry "     91 

Anderson  G.  Jones,  February  5 Tuckabatchee "     96 

John  C.  Stewart,  Aug.   31 Lozahatchee "     97 

William  T.  Anderson,  July  27 Hartwell "    101 

George  M.  Jaekson,  July  27 Shiloh "    105 

Robert  N.  Kirk,  Nov.  16 Forest  Hill ««    110 

Thomas  C.  Sherrer Notasulga "    119 

Matthew  P.  Smith,  January  7 Hemdon **    125 

David  Garrison Geneva "    129 

William  B.  Fetters,  Sept.  25— 80i  y'rs.     Columbia «'    135 

John  H.  Grant,  June  — Baldwin "    142 

AlsaM.Hendley,  Nov.  15, 1882-72  y's  I  ^  ,, 

Thomas  Collins,  Aug.  15—77  years. . .  \  i/^-^^*    « 

Anderson  W .  CoUey,  July  13 Penick No.  161 

Gilbert  G.  Pate,  April  16-80  yrs FeUowship "    172 

Sml-.??.lrrB.Vayii:::::::  1^^'-  J-'"- "  ^^ 

li=^.c%ViSl^::::::::::  h-'<'^"'« "  ^^^ 

Josiah  Hodge,  Oct.  4 Catawla "  186 

Anson  W .  Cooper,  Jan.  12 Tombigbee "  190 

Jonathan  G.  Woolf,  May  23 )  Ti^iuy.^^  «  197 

Joseph  C.  McClendon,  June  1 f  muaDee i\n 

Edward  V.  Pearre,  Jan.  19 Caledonia **    198 

Albeit  Crumpler,  Nov.  29, 1882 )  Svlacauca  "    200 

William  Monroe,  Feb.  17 \  »y'»<^»^8» -*« 

Eleazer  Bailey,  April  7 I  Marshall  •«    209 

RufusK.  Boyd,  April  10 ^  Marsnaii /w 

James  S.  Stoalmon,  Oct.  5  York "  211 

Benjamin  P.  Davis,  Dec.  3,  1882 Tensaw '*  221 

John  R.  Watts,  June  1—72  yrs Western  Star "  222 

Alfred  Pool,  Oct.  24—66  yrs Sandy  Ridge "  223 

Daniel  B.  HoUis,  Sept.  2 Newton **  224 

Joseph  H.  Brown,   Nov.  12 Sepulga «*  233 

Daniel  C.  Turrentine,  Sept.  11 Gadsden "  236 

Thomas  J.  Hull,  Jan.  19—67  yrs Coosa «*  242 

James  T.  SUillings,  April  1 : . . .  Dawson **  244 

John  T   Farr,  Jan.  2 Amand "  250 

George  W .  Lawrence,  July  16 Gaylcsville *•  256 

Jonathan  B.  Romine,  March  23 ] 


Ervin **    257 


Poter  H.  Chcathams,  April  13, 

Robert  Davis,  Aug.   13 

Peter  N.  Boshell,  Nov 

John  M.  Vandiver,  Feb.   2 Talladega •«    261 

Alexander  Revnolds,  Sept.  10 Larkinsville "    277 

Newman  T.  McCoUum,  Sept.  1 Charles  Baskerville . . .  <*    281 
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^aam  O.  Fnnderbtirk,  April  6 Georgiana No.  285 

William  Jemigan,  Sept.  20 — 83  jn. .  |  V/>»«a  ««  ^i 

Slrnest  A.  Gray,  Oct.  18-37  yra....  f  ^^"^« ^^ 

-Ajidrew  J.  HaU,  May  11 Central  City "  806 

W'illiam  C  .  Howton, Jonesboro "  315 

:Hicliard  H.  Taliaferro,  Deo.  5,-374  y.    Holly  Grove "  323 

Raines  A.  Jones,  June  29 — 50  yrs )  r«Vi««*^  «<  i»qi 

&apbael  B.  McPherson,  Sept.  3— 63y.  \  ^'^^^y ^^ 

Bkipwitb    Coale,  June29 Oliver "  334 

lL«evi  X..  Daniel,  July  2 Johnson "  337 

Xtemnel  D.  Thomas,  Sept.  12, 1882. . .     AlbertPike ''  339 

Jeese  D.  Hyde,  May  10 Clear  Creek *'  340 

James  B.  Smith,  Jan.  8—50  yrs Ragan **  341 

Oeorge  F.  Hamilton,  May  20 Pikeville "  344 

James  Baskny,  Jan.  13 Bienville "  348 

f^^ii£8&l"'C:::::::::::[»-''M^ ••  »» 

ToliverF.  Landers,  July  27 Van  Buren **    355 

^^'S^^:l?kWri'.''.l''';::|^°-«-'' "  »«^ 

IKaihaniel  Tracy,  Jan.  16 Cross  Plains «  368 

Selton  O .  James,  June  21 Athelstan «  309 

lilies  Bea,  Sept.  7 Bussellville *•  371 

^William  F.  McCormick,  Aug.  5 Sauta  Creek «  376 

John  M.  Mills,  Aug.  25 l  Ohatchee  "  SflO 

^William  H.  Anderson,  March  20 ^natcnee aw 

Joseph  B.  Bobinson,  Dec.  31,  *82, 26  y.     fp.„u„  ,<    ooa 

John  A.  Lile,  Aug.  2-^9  yrs f  ^^^ty 386 

.Angus  W.  Barnard Haw  Kidge «'    899 

Jkaron  T.  House,  August ) 

John  C.  Dunman,  February f  Hanoeville "    400 

JLndrew  J.  Manning,  June 1 

l'S?S?:^tTjnA.'":::::::::h--H'" -  «» 

Joseph  H.  Lindsay,  May  11  Childersburg **    403 

David  Saxon,  Feb.  23 Doric "    406 

i!:'i^SS'"dct^r'.'.:::::;;;:(^^«-- -  «> 

Louis  S.  Glover,  Nov.  20, 1882 Williamsburg "    416 

WiUiam  H.  Snow,  Sept.  23 George  Smith "    417 

William  Smith,  Oct.  9 Broomtown "    420 

Leioy  B.  Sims,  June  20 I  Rhortervilla  "    4^ 

Henry  G.  Peterman,  Oct.  12 f  HnorterviUe ua 

James  E.  Lowe,  Oct.  26 Clanton "  423 

Martin  V.  Davis,  Dec.  23 George  Wilson .......  "  424 

Owrge  S.  HaU,  Sept.  30-43  fn [  ti^i^^^«  a  aoa 

AnaAwT.  Boid8.Nov.5-^yr8...f^®^^^" ^ 
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LODGES  DELINQUENT  IN  1883. 


FOB  KON-BEPBESENTATION. 


liacon No. 

Gilead 

Royal  White  Hart 

Athens 

La  Fayette 

Harmony 

DemopoIiB 

Jefferson 

Amity 

Tompkinsville 

Holsey 

Crozior 

Wilcox 

Bellefonte 

Friendship 

Fulton 

Benson 

Hermon 

Oak  Bowery 

Sylvan 

Perryville 

Camp  Hill 

Felix 

Mortimer  Beeder 

Boliver 

Yorkville 

Loachapoka  

Bethel 

Bnrleson 

Cold  Water 

Bladon  Spring 

Mount  Jefferson 

Maysville 

Clopton.   

Fellowship 

Davie 

Delta 

Brush  Creek 

Chattahoochee 

Sylacauga 

Manning  Spring 

Builders 

Sandy  Ridge 

Louisville 


7 

9 
10  ' 
16 
26  . 
46 
49 
51 
54 
61 

78 

80 

82 

83 

98 
103 
106  I 
108 
HI  : 
117 
120 
124 
126 
127  , 
131  ' 
133  I 
141 
143  I 
148  ■ 

151  ! 

152  '■• 

153  ; 

171  I 

172  i 
176  ' 
189 
191  ' 
192 
2(X» 
204 
215 
223 
225  : 


Bexar No.  230 


Duck  Spring *• 

Ftdr  Mount " 

Harrison " 

Quitman ** 

Ervin " 

Walnut  Grove " 

Wind  Creek " 

Frankfort " 

Northern " 

Charles  Baskerville ** 

Walker «* 

Clinton •' 

CluttRville " 

Warrenton ** 

Pleasant  Hill «* 

Holly  Grove *• 

Viola " 

Forjdand " 

Clear  Creek " 

Echo " 

Heaton " 

Van  Buren ** 

Ashland " 

Barbour ** 

Scottsboro ** 

Houston " 

BeU's  Landing «« 

Gainesville •* 

Sauta  Creek ** 

Lake  Citv " 

Newburgh ** 

Vernon " 

Weathers *• 

North  Border *' 

Hartsell " 

Hanceville ** 

Hoboken ** 

Oak  Level «* 

George  Smith " 

Hilton. " 

Hroomtnwn ** 

Cuhnan  Fraternal ** 

Belgreen ** 


231 

238 

240 

254 

257 

264 

267 

275 

278 

281 

286 

287 

319 

320 

321 

323 

324 

330 

340 

345 

:^ 

355 

356 

358 

359 

365 

373 

375 

376 

3T7 

388 

389 

390 

391 

398 

400 

404 

415 

417 

419 

420 

421 

428 
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FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUBS. 


Harmony No.    46 

Jefferson ** 

Amity ** 

BeUfonte " 

Benfton " 

Oak  Bowery ** 

Sylvan *• 

Perryville 


(( 


51 
54 
82 
104 
108 
111 
117 


Mortimer  Reader "  126 

Boliver "  127 

Loachapoka **  133 

Bethel *'  141 

Burleson **  143 

Clopton "  171 

Davie **  176 

Delta **  189 

Manning  Spring **  204 

Builders **  215 

Bexar **  230 

Duck  Spring **  231 


Fairmount No.  238 

Quitman . 


.( 


254 

Walnut  Grove **  264 

Wind  Creek *•  267 

Warrenton *'  320 

Pleasant  Hill "  321 

Forkland "  330 

Clear  Creek "  340 

Ashland "  356 

Barbour *'  358 

Scottsboro "  359 


Houston ** 

Bell's  Landing " 

Sauta  Creek " 

Vernon ** 

Weathers •* 

Hanceville " 

Hoboken " 

Hilton " 


FOB  NOT  MAKINO  BETUBNS, 


365 

373 
376 
389 
390 
400 
404 
419 


Cullman  Fraternal "    42X 


Hajrmony No.    46 

Jefferson 

Amity 

Bellefonte 

Benson 

Oak  Bowery 

Sylvan 

Perryville 

Mortimer  Reeder 

Bolivar 

Loachapoka 

Bethel.... 

Burleson ,  . . . 

Clopton 

Davie 

Delta 

Manning  Spring 

Builders 


51 
54 
82 
103 
108 
111 
117 
126 
127 
133 
141 
143 
171 
176 
187 
204 
215 


Bexar No.  230 

231 
238 


(( 


Duck  Spring 

Fair  Mount * 

Quitman "  254 

Walnut  Grove «*  264 

Wind  Creek "  267 

Pleasant  Hill "  321 

Forkland "  330 

Ashland •*  356 

Barbour "  358 

Scottsboro "  359 


Houston   ** 

Bell's  Landing ** 

Vernon ** 

Weathers " 

Hoboken ** 

Hilton " 


365 

37a 
389 
390 
404 
419 


Cullman  Fraternal **    421 


CHABTEBS   FOBFEITBD   IN   1883. 


Saint  Stephens No.    81 

DanvUle **      95 

Salem         "      99 

Larkinsville "    277 


Madison  Station No.  329 

Oliver ««    334 

Opelika '*    395 


LODGES   BEINSTATED. 


Alabama No.     3 

Florence "      14 

Hiram **      42 


DeKalb No.  116 

Hendrix **    16? 
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FORFEITED,    BETOKED,   AND  CONSOLIDATED. 

Numbers  2,  5,  12,  13,  15,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  23,  30,  32,  33,  34,  35» 
38,  45,  47,  48,  58,  60,  66,  73,  77,  79,  81,  a5,  86,  87,  92,  94,  95,  99,  100, 
107, 109,  112,  113,  114,  115,  118,  121,  122,  123,  128,  130,  132,  137,  138, 
139,  150,  156,  157,  159,  160,  164,  165, 167,  169,  174,  175,  177,  179,  182, 
183,  184,  lU,  195,  196,  202,  2(J5,  206,  210,  213,  214,  216,  217,  220,  229, 
232,  234,  237,  239,  241,  249,  255,  258,  259,  263,  268,  269,  273,  274,  276, 
279,  282,  284,  288,  289,  304,  308,  316,  317,  318,  322,  325,  326,  327,  328, 
329,  333,  336,  342,  343,  347,  352,  362,  370,  372,  374,  382,  385,  387,  393, 
395,  401,  405,  418,  425,  427,  431—132. 
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RECAPITULATION, 


^es  that  were  represented 188 

^^es  represented  by  Masters  or  other  officers 153 

**^ge8  represented  by  Proxies  only 36 

^>reeentativee  that  were  present 232 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Commnnication 7,055 

EfitiniAte  of  members  not  reported 823 

^eg  received  at  this  Grand  Oommmnication $3,625.00 

^ges  that  made  Returns 244 

^ges  that  made  no  Ketnms 36 

^es  that  paid  their  Dues 238 

lodges  that  did  not  pay  their  Dues 42 

**dge8  under  Dispensation — not  owing  Dues 6 

barters  forfeited  in  1883 7 

^ee  reinstated  in  1883. 5 

WOBK  OF  THE  YSAB  1883. 

^^ber  Initiated 456 

^ttmber  Passed 412 

^^mber  Eaised 380 

K^ber  Affiliated 270 

^^ber  Rejected 86 

^'"Dber  Dimitted 352 

^mnber  that  Died 141 

dumber  Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 8 

Kumber  Expelled 11 

^^mber  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 365 

J^iimber  Reinstated 190 
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MEMORANDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 
GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

WiLLux  DwioBT  Wadswobth  Mcmigommf Arkansas. 

r[[~ Bnudl. 

*^HEf  H.  Bkasijet Montgomery British  Golnmbiu. 

uiotGi  F.  MooBE MofUgomery Canada. 

^o»iw  D.  Wkbb,  M.  D lAvmgslon DiHtrict  of  Colombia 

^ioboeD.  N0BBI8,  M.  D NojD Market England. 

^atidCloptoji Montgomery Florida. 

^ttPH  H.  J0HN8OH,   M.  D. .  TalUuiega Georgia. 

^TmJEnxBBOif  QREXST,yLDTaUadega Greeoe. 

*^ia  61D1011  Habets Livingston Idaho. 

^ixiKL  Satbb Monlgotnery Illinois. 

^^KsT  Clat  Abmstbono Monigomery Indian  Territory. 

:^*Uo  Bbowh Mobile Indiana. 

^AXiEL  SATms Monigomery Iowa. 

J^iujam  a  O  Ha&a,  M.  D.  .  .Uarpersvide Ireland. 

•<*H»J.  DvLCHAMPS Mobile Italy. 

I*-^^ Kansas. 

^ASIXL  Satbx Montgomery Kentucky. 

Jatil  Clopton Monigomery Louisiana. 

y^(Bi  B.  LuoKix,  M.  D Birmingham Maine. 

•^*L  Whub Monigomery Maryland. 

^AUitB  J.  PiLLAXS Mcbue Michigan. 

"'^- Minnesota. 


r*"*- Mississippi. 

^axiilSatbx Monigomery Missouri. 

^AUitB  J.  PnxAifs Mdhile Nebraska. 

fiLMn  J.  PiLULMs MobUt New  Mexico. 

New  Jersey. 


^nw  Cult  Tompkins Monigomery New  York. 

^Boi  D.  NoBBifly  M.  D yew  Market North  Carolina. 

JoiiL  Satbs Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

*^UiiL  Saxes Monigomery Oregon. 

Pennsylvania. 


KicBouB  Staixwobth Everareen Peru. 

^101  P.  Hajuubox  Jb OwUka Prince  Edward  Island 

HounoO.  Gbatbom Ckoeiaw  Comer Rhode  Island. 

^K}i  D.  NoBBia New  Market Tennessee. 

jMfHAjiiEL  D.  Cboob 8dma Texas. 

I^uoilSmxth ifobOe Vo^rmont. 

;;— MiMe WoHt  Virginia. 

Damul  Smith Mobile Wisconsin. 
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MEMOEANDA. 

liEPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE   GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA 

NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

EiiBEBT  H.  Enolibh LUtk  Rock Arkansas. 

Pediio  Antonio  Gomez Rio  Janeiro Brazil. 

Samuel  B  .  Habman Toronto Canada. 

Alexander  Ai.mED  Gseem.  . .  V\4ioria British  Colnmbia. 

Phillip  H.  Hook Washinglon District  of  Colambii. 

Bbackktone  Bakeb       London England. 

George  F.  Baltzell Mariana Florida. 

William  A.  Love Ailania , Georgia. 

Alexan'r  p.  Albxandropulos Greece. 

Charles  P.  Bilderback Boise  City Idaho. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon Illinois. 

Joseph  S.  Murrow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Martin  H,  Rice Indianapolis Indiana. 

OziAs  P.  Waters Muscatine Iowa. 

Francis  Quinn Dublin Ireland .  * 

Thomas  J.  Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

Chales  Tilden IjOuisviiU Kentucky. 

Samuel  M.  Todd Sew  Orleans Louisiana. 

JosiAH   H.  Drummond PorUand Maine. 

William  M.  Isaac Baliiinore Maryland. 

Arthur   M.  Clark Lexington Michigan. 

Richard  A.  Jones Rochester Minnesota. 

Frank   Burkitt Okolona Mississippi. 

James  E.  Cadle ChiUirothe Missoun. 

James  W.  Chadduck Xd/rnska  Cdy Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead.  ..Newark New  Jersey. 

David  J.  Miller Santa  Fe New  Mexico. 

Daniel  T.  Walden Xew  York New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh North  Carolina. 

Nova  Scotia. 

James  R.  Bailey GorvaUis Oregon. 

Richard  Vaux Philadelphia Pennsylvania. 

Hernano  Justiniano  Cabrera Xtma Peru. 

DoNAi.D  Darrach Kensington Prince  Edward  Island 

Daniel  Thomas Sherbrooke Quebec. 

DwiGHT  R.  Adams (hdreiille Rhode  Island. 

William  T.  Randle yashviUe Tennessee. 

Henry  M.  Smith Rrdland Vermont. 

Edward  M.  Lackland Oiariestoicn West  Virginia. 

Joseph  Hasolton 3rdwaukee Wisconsin. 


'Nu.  1   Moaut  Street,  CreHcent 
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flEAND  SECRETARIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Bock. 

2.  California Alexander  Gordon  Abell. .  .San  Franoisoo. 

3.  Ck>lorado Edward  C.  Farmelee Georgetown. 

i.  Gonnectioat Joseph  K.  Wheeler ECartford. 

6.  Delaware William  S.  Hayes Wilmington. 

6.  District  of  Columbia.  William  Beynolds  Singleton  Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  Clinton  Dawkins  .  .Jacksonville. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmett  BlaoksUear .  Macon . 

9.  Illinois Loyal  Levi  Mann Freeport 

10.  Indiana William  EL  Smythe Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa Theodore  Sutton  Parvin . . .  Iowa  City. 

12.  Kan«a.s John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte 

13.  Kentucky Hiram  Bassett Louisville. 

14.  Louisiana Jas.  Cunningham  Batchelor.Now  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore 

i7.  Bfassaohusetts Sereno  D.  Nickerson Boston. 

!8.  Michigan William  Power  Innes Detroit. 

9.  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Paul. 

O.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

11.  Missouri John  D.  Vincil Saint  Louis. 

12.  Nebraska William  Robert  Bowen Omaha. 

t3.  Nevada John  Dempster  Hammond .  Carson. 

\4u  New  Hampshire George  Perley  Cleaves Concord. 

15.  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton. 

J6.  New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York. 

87.  North  Carolina Donald  W.  Bain Ualeigh. 

18.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

SJ).  Oregon Frelon  J.  Babcock Salem. 

M).  Pennsylvania Michael  Nisbet Philadelphia. 

Jl.  Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

f2.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 

33.  Tennessee John  Frizzell NaHhvillo. 

W.  Texas George  H.  Bringburst Houston. 

35.  Vermont .William  H.  Root Burlington. 

36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isaacs Richmond. 

37.  West  Virginia Odell  S<iuier  Long Wheeling. 

(H) 
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38.  Wisconsin John  W.  Laflin Milwaukie. 

39.  Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Bon  Homme. 

40.  Idaho Jonas  W.  Brown Boise  City. 

41.  Montana Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

42.  Now  Mexico David  J.  Miller Santa  Fe. 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milbnrne  Beed . . .  Olympia . 

45.  Wyoming John  H.  Symons  Laramie  City. 

46.  Arizona George  James  Boskmge .  .Tncson. 

47.  Indian  Territory Joseph  S.  Murrow Atoka. 

48.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont 

49.  New  Bmnswick Edwin  J.  Wetmore Saint  John. 

50.  Nova  Scotia George  T.  Smithers Halifax. 

51.  Quebec John  Helder  Isaacson Montreal. 

52.  British  Columbia Alexander  Boland  Milne.  .Victoria. 

53.  Manitoba William  G.  Scott Winnipeg. 

54.  Ontario James  Beith Luther. 

55.  Prince  Edward  Island.  George  W.  Wakeford Charlottetown. 

56.  England* Shad  well  Henry  Clerke London. 

57.  Ireland Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep. . .  Dublin . 

58.  Scotland David  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh. 

59.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeAmaral . . .  Rio  Janeiro. 

60.  Chili Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

61.  Peru J. Arturio  Ego-Aguirre,M. D.Lima. 

62.  Spain Francisco  Conde Salud  6,  Madrid. 

63.  New  South  Wales Nicholas  Weekes Sidney, Austla. 

64.  Preussen Bouche Berlin. 

65.  Schweden CarlLudvigHenn'gThulstrupStockholm. 

66.  Cuba Sr.  D .  Aurelio  Almeida 114  Manriqne. 

67.  Venezuela Ambrosei  Rodriguez Caracas. 

68.  Vera  Cruz Francisco  Diaz Vera  Cruz. 

69.  Mexico Manual  V.  Cadena Meserido,  No.  6. 

70.  Columbians.  A Damasozapata Bogota. 

71.  Victoria H.  W.  HoUoway Melbourne,  Aus. 

72.  Portugal Carlos  de  Pezerat Lisbon. 

73.  Italy Luigi  Castellazzo Rome. 


*Great  Queen  St.  W.  C.  Freemaaona'  Hall. 
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MONTGOMERY,  ALA.: 

r.    S.    BBOWN   *   (».,    BTEAII    PKINTKUS  AND   ]ii>i>K    UlNDFJUS. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  TVorshipfal  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ja- 
risdiction^  commenced  its  Sixty-fourth  Annual  Grand 
Oommunication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
Oity  of  Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  Ist 
clajr  of  December,  A.  D.,  1884,  A.  L.  5884 

PRESENT: 

^OUN  HOLLIS  BANKHEA.D .Graiid  Mftster. 

JOHN  GIDEON  HARBI8 Deputy  Graad  Master. 

21  YIj£S  JEFFERSON  GREENE Senior  Grand  Warden. 

lW^IL.IiI  AM  THEODORE  ATKINS Junior  Grand  Warden. 

^WILLIAM  HENRY  DINGLEY Grand  Treasurer. 

I>AlCrEL  SAYRE Grand  Secretary. 

^WU^I^IAM  GAREY  BLEDSOE— /Seo— Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Marshal. 

KMMETT  FARRAR  GROOK Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

THOMAS  PORTER  WHITBY Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

ISAAC  CUNNINGHAM  HALL Grand  Steward. 

JOHN  H.  MALONE,  p.t Grand  Steward. 

ADAM  REIGART  BAKER Grand  TUer. 

PAST  GRAND  OKFICEltS: 

4osKPH  Hknbt  Johnsov,  M.  D Grand  Master. 

"Palmmm  Job  PiLLiLHS Grand  Master. 

Hkhbt  CukX  AsMBTBOwa Grand  Master. 

HxKBT  CiiAT  Tompkins Grand  Master. 

Bjlv  Thompboh Deputy  Grand  Master. 

John  MgGinnd  Bbundidos Junior  Grand  Warden. 

BsMJAnni  FBAMUiOi  Pops Junior  Grand  Warden. 


4  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  11S84. 

REPRE8ENTAT1VES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

"William  Dwigbt  Wadsworth Arkansas. 

Stephen  Henry  Deasley ....    British  Colambia. 

Canada. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Georgia. 

Myles  Jefferson  Greene,  M.  D . .Greece. 

John  Gideon  Harris  Idaho. 

i  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky, 
Daniel  Say  re -!  Missouri,     Nova  Scotiiki 

( Oregon . 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Indian  Territory. 

Joel  White Maryland. 

Palmer  J.  Pillans \  Michigan,  Ncbraslia,  ^®^ 

"(  Mexico. 

"William  Theodore  Atkins New  South  "Wales. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins New  York. 

Nicholas  Stallworth Pern. 

Daniel  Smith Vermont,  "Wisconsia- 

And  the  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  sil"^ 
ordinate  chartered  lodges  as  follows : 

No.       3.  Alabama Noah  A.  Agee W.^^ 

**        4. 'Rising  Virtue William  G.  Cochrane *' 

"        6.  Moultou Noble  G.  Deleshaw '^ 

**        7.   Macon Isaac  (irant* ** 

**        S.  Furrar Sam  Thompson " 

**        9.  Gilead Benjamin  M.  Warren *' 

M\    T>       1  Avu*    rr    *  i  John  A.  Foster* S.   5' 

10.  Royal  ^\  hite  Hart -^  p,,^^^  j^    q^j,,;^. ,    ^. 

(  Joseph  V.  Gonzales ^'  *r 

11.  Montgomery ^  Oscar  W.  Ware S.  ^* 

(  Jacob  Pepperman J.  ^' 

14.  Florence Henry  W.   Sample W.  3*- 

**       l(j.  Athens Benjamin  M.  Sowell*. .   ..    " 

•*       22.  Saint  .AJbans Samuel  G.  Woolf *' 

**      20    LaFavette Bern  hart  Steinhart* J.    y/ 

(  Marshall  A.  Keith ^' ^r' 

''      27.  Selma  Fraternal 2  Jacob  B.  Roth S.  ^- 

(  John  A.  McKinnon* J.   ^Ljr 

*'      21).  Rising'  Sun James  M.  Brundidgo* W.  -^•^ 

"       :n .  Autauga .,     Charter  C.  Howard **^t3tr 

**      30.  Washington John  A.  Steele S.    ^' 

,,      .>,,    ,,.  .         ,  ^  G(!orge  F.   Sedbury W.  21' 

•^•'-  ^^etumpka rrhomas  P.  Whitby. J.    ^' 

(Thomas  T.  Roche W.  V 

•**      40.  Mobile \  William  A.  Alexander S. 

I  Williams.  Foster* J. 
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U.  Livingston William  A.  C.  Jones » W.  M. 

t6.   Harmony James  Milton ** 

t9.  Demopolis John  H.  McKinley* ** 

•O.   Union Minis  Walker* ** 

0  r>*^r^r.iw^^  \  Nicholas  Stallworth ** 

3.  Greening ]  Pinkney  D.  Bowles S.    W. 

4.  Amity Thomas  C.  Clarke W.  M. 

6.  Troy John  R.  Goldthwaite " 

(Sidney  B.  Paine «* 

7.  Tnskegee -  Peter  Gaither S.    W. 

I  William  D.  Mclver       J.    W. 

i9.  Benton John  G.  Farley W.  M, 

U.  Too^pkinsvilU -j  7;^«-  H.  E^ston-. . . . .  ^  "^^ 

(  Lewe  Sessions W.  M. 

a.  SaintJohns -^  Walter  W.  Rnines* 8.   W. 

(  Douglas  F.  McCall J.    W. 

53.  Social Reuben  C.  Thornton* W.  M. 

u  VnroVo  J  Lawrence  G.  McMillian. .  .8.  W. 
A.  iLureKB. ^  ,Ubion  S.  Strout J.   W. 

55.  Liberty Joseph  A.  Groves W.  M. 

"7    xj„,w,^:i*«  g;^«««  \  Edwin  H.  Robinson ** 

>*.  Hampden  Sidney j  John  C.  Booth* S.   W. 

(V.   TT^„„,,i  i  Philip  C  Candidus W.  M. 

^•^^^"^^ iDanretSmith* S.   W. 

7n  n^,^*^\  I  John  P.  West W.  M. 

70.  Central j  Edward  G.  Walker 8.   W. 

71.  Tohopeka Henry  A.  (larrett J.    W. 

79    iir;^««,»-  G«r>  \  John  W.  Purifoy W.    M. 

i2.  Widow  8  Son j  Elkanah  Biirson* 8.   W. 

74.  Solomon W^illiam  Carey  Bledsoe W.  M. 

^5.  Cokerville James  A.  Holloway J.    W. 

'8.  Cfozier Allen  N.  Ward W.  M. 

to.  Wilcox Josfeph  B.  Mc Williams. ...     ** 

3.  Friendship Joseph  P.  Harris *  * 

A    x» u^n^  \  Pinknev  M.  Bruner ** 

4.  Erophotic ]  j^^^^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^ S    ^y 

8.  Meridian  Sun William  R.  Smyley W.  M. 

(  Geor^o  C.  Spigoner ** 

a.  Prattville I  Washington  L.  Ellis 8.   W. 

(  Thomas  J.  Hall* J.    W. 

1  TT^Tivv  i  John  W.  Foster W.  M. 

I.   uenry '(  Newell  M.  Thornton 8.   W. 

5.  Danville Jesse  T.  Wallace W.  M. 

6.  Tnckabatchee James  P.  Flonrnoy* J.    W. 

7.  Lozahatchee Amos  F.  Tomlin S.    W. 

8.  Fnlton Frederic  H  Smith* W.  M. 

1.  Hartwell Benjamin  D.  Williams*. . 

2.  Newbem Louis  Turpin* 

'3.  Benson Jasper  T.  Smitherman     ., 

>5.  Shiloh Henry  G.  Dismukcs* ** 

K5.  Hermon Joseph  R.  Ramsay ** 

W.  Oak  Bowery John  T.  Hester 8,   W. 


it 
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No.  111.  Sylvan ThaddenB  C.  Waiingham. . W.  M. 

(  Ralph  T.  Armstrong " 

••    119.  Notasulga ^George  W.  Hardy* 8.  W. 

I  William  S.  Ford* J.  W. 

"    120.  Camp  Hill Walter  B.  DawRoa W.IL 

"     124.  Felix Groves  Caldwell " 

"    126.  Mortimer  Reader John  L.  'lliomas J.  W. 

••    131.  YorkviUe Samnel  C.  Nabere W.IL 

••    134.  Wiley Aaron  W.  Been a  W. 

*'    135.  Colombia Andrew  J.  Armstrong " 

"    140.  Shelby Levi  Armstrong* W.M. 

•*    141.  Bethel: Robert  U.  McCaghren. ...    " 

c<    i^o    -R»i^„;n  J  Edwin  L.  Marechal " 

142.  Baldwin j  Thomns  M.  McMU1mu....J.  W. 

•*    143.  Burleson James  M.  Thorn* W.M. 

•*    145.  Fraternity Lafavetto  R.  Hanna* " 

"    »«•  ^^ r^-StjjnuniphVV.i  I 

••    148.  Cold  Water Michael  T.  Hayes W.IL 

'*    151.  Bladon  Spring James  Comer  Jr " 

"    ^53.  Mon«K>TiUe ISfwI^teiiiiiiii^aV 

158.  Maysville Andrew  J.  Bym W.  M. 

iM.Lncins  Fielder " 

161.  Penick -{William  C.  Still* a  W. 

( James  B.  Crawley J.  W. 

"    162.  Hendrix Abner  L.  Stokes W.IL 

I  Kinion  J.  Thomas " 

"    163.  Fayetteville  Anthentio. .  \  Oliver  P.  Looney a  w. 

(George  A.Hill h  ^' 

170.  Elba WUliam  H.  Chapman. ... .    ** 

1?2.  Fellowship Elias  A.  Brown W.  M. 

(  Henry  H.  Matthews ** 

••    173.  Andrew  Jackson <  William  Wallaco  Screws,  .a  J- 

I  William  Dwight  Wadswoitb,  J.  W. 

176.  Davie Charles  Crawley       W.M. 

181.  Aberfoil Jeptha  D.  Pritchett ** 

"    185.  Monnt  Eagle Colnmbus  L.  Porter J.  jj- 

"    186.  Catania: Elisha  J.  Robinson W.M. 

"    187.  landmark. Allis'^n  C.  Upehnnsh      ..    ** 

••    189.  Delta David  L.  Peel ** 

*»    190.  Tombigbee John  W.  Jones " 

••     191.  Brush  Creek   Thomas  T.  Hall ** 

192.  Chattahoochee. Benjamin  T.  Smith* ** 

'^-  Hopoweu \^^ZI^I^.:::j.  f: 

^^-  Hiuaboe •]  P^n^f^  m!  1:^  :::::§:  J: 

•*     1M9    KilicFftP  i  Joshua  T.  B.  Adams* 8.  W. 

l.M.  Kiligee  ]  Richard  Dartlen J.  J- 

"    201.  Sylacauga. Williain  D.  Wallis* W.  M. 

••    201.  Helicon Stephen  S.  Thi©wer " 
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Ko.  208.  Alexandria Emmett  F.  Crook W.  M. 

«*    209.  Marahall Solomon  Palmer* " 

'■   211.  York Joseph  A.  Goodwin •* 

M    oi  K    -Rniivi^^  J  Richard  E.  Cook ** 

215.  Builders j  Claiborne  H,  Gorman. . .  .8.   W. 

II    oiu    cf^_  T\:«^^  S  vohn   o,  Blair W^.  aL» 

218.  Sam  Dixon. j  g^^^^j  ^  McSpadden* .  .8.   W. 

219.  Lineville Edmund  B.  Stepnens ** 

2^3.  Sandy  Ridge John  A.Armstrong* W.  M. 

224.  Newton James  8.  Edwards ** 


II 
II 
II 


l< 


l< 


rc 


U 
It 
II 


II 


It 


II 
II 


•I 
II 

tf 

II 


225.  Louisville  James  Lang 


227.  James-Penn Angus  M.  Scott*. " 

"    230.  Bexar Achilles  Moorman* " 

"    231.  Duck  Spring Constantino  L.  Carter a   W. 

233.  Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett W.  M. 

**  ,235.  Harpersville Fayette  8.  Fitch " 

336-  G-dsden j  War/bL°foV. •.•;.•.•  8.' V 

238.  Fairmount Adam  L.  Pierce W.  M. 

:«    QjQ    rvww.  J  Daniel  James  Smith " 

A^,  uoosa ^  jg^^^  Cunningham  Hall. .  .8.   W. 

"    242.  Earner Anthony  H.  Sellers W.  M. 

244.  Dawson John  T.  Watson* ** 

^•H«^- )g^L'?t^-.!^s'^.  .•!';:•.•..!:  Z: 

••    250.  Amand William  N.  Jones* W.  M. 

251.  CampCreek Julius  M.Baxter S.   W. 

252.  North  Port Henry  H.  Brown W.  M. 

« 253. Ko«.Hm i!rrVs^ri'^S::::::s.V 

«'    254.  Quitman Thomas  M.  J.  Porter ** 

••    257.  Enrin George  W.  McDade W.  M. 

••    260.  BeUville    .'    Charles  A.  Newton ** 

4*    261    TalladAffft  i  ^y^®*  '^'  Greene* " 

^1.  laiiaaega (  Joseph  H.  Johnson* S.   W 

264.  Walnut  Grove John  H.  Campbell W.  M. 

266.  Mount  Pleasant Joseph  W.  Shomo " 

270.  Butler  Spring William  H.  Shanks ** 

"    271.  Pea  River John  E.  Bishop* «« 

"    275.  Frankfort James  K.  Bolton 8.   W. 

277.  Larkinsville Shepherd  B.  Shelton° W.  M. 

278.  Northern Joseph  F.  Ellett ** 

280.  Springville Andrew  J.  Nunnelly " 

"    281.  Charles  Baskerville Elkanah  B.  Newton ** 

285.  Georgiana Amasa  L.  Palmer '< 

286.  Walker Thomas  J.  Callahan* S.    W. 

"    287.  Clinton Levi  Wilkinson W.  M. 

84)1.  Norris William  J.  O'Bannon *« 

304.  Zion Elisha  Vickery 8.   W. 

(JohnF.  White* W.  M. 

305.  Central  City J  John  H.  Mcllwain* 8.   W. 

(George  R.  Boyd*   J.   W, 

315.  JoneRboro Madison  O.  Frank^^ S.   W, 


Prazies. 
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Cluttsville John  F.  Smith W.  IL 

Tir«»-,v«*^«  S  JaincB  L.  Sheffield '* 

^^^^*^" ]  John  S.  Bennetf 8.  W. 

PloftsantHilL Riley  C.  Bottoms J.  W. 

Holly  Grove Samuel  Butler W.  M. 

Viola Joseph  F.  Hendricks J.  W. 

Forkland James  M.  Bullock W.  M. 

("harity Jacob  S.  Hamberger " 

Johnson Joel  Nichols " 

Clear  Creek Thomas  G.  Dupree* ** 

Pikeville Kimbro  T.  Brown* " 

Echo Zaohariah  T.  Harrison " 

Hurtsboro Nimrod  \V.  E.  Long* ** 

liienvillo Palmer  J.  PUlans* '* 

(Vjirk Augustus  L.  Milligan ** 

lleaton Enoch  Carter* S.  W. 

VanBuren Noah  W.  Ward *' 

Kutledge John  V.  Smith '  '* 

Barbour John  V.  Blocker W.  M. 

Scottsboro John  R.  Freeman ** 

Houston Patrick  H.  Newman* " 

Chandler William  R.  Barker 8.  W. 

Cross  Plains John  C.  Boles W.  M. 

Gainesville Edward  N.  Kring* " 

Sauta  Creek Samuel  H.  Doss 8.  % 

T    ke  Citv  ■)  •^'^™*^*^  ^^-  Williams W.  M. 

^ I  James  M.  Chance* S.  W. 

Weogufka George  W.  McEwen W.  M. 

(  Neal  B.  Matthews " 

37'.».  Kobort  E.  Lee '  William  H.  Bilbray* 8.  W. 

(  David  Collier  Mims J.  ^• 

(John  H   Malone W.  M. 

381.  E.  H.  Cook '  John  Q.  Dausby 8.  W. 

(  E<lward  Wills* J-  J- 

**    liSh.  Newburgh Andrew  J.  Barnett S.  W. 

«♦     Qorj    v^^^<^  ^  Robert  J.  Redden* ^'  *• 

^•'-  ^*^"^^^ I  Thomas  B.  Nesmith* J.  W. 

**    300.  Weathers Samuel  W.  Walker* W-  ». 

"     301.  North  Border James  B.  Cox S.  W. 

•*     300.  Falkville James  T.  Morris W.  M. 

308.  Hartsell John  F.  Turnoy* *| 

31K).   Haw  Ridge Thomas  J.  Peacock. .... 

400.  Hantoville Alfred  P.  Basinger W.  M. 

400.   Doric Thomas  B.  Wallace 

**     400.  Poudtown Joachim  L.  White |] 

.,,.    „,  \  John  L.  Davis* ** 

*l^'-  "«'•>"" -,  TUoma«  B.  McauHkey*. .  -I.  ^- 

411.  Jemison Amaziah  E.  Bums* ^-  Jj* 

412.  Amberson Joel  C  Weems J*  ^* 

It     Air    f\  1    T       1  S  Blueford  C.  Bridges ^-  *r 

-     4ir,.  Oak  Level ]  Wilson  P.  Howell* S.  W. 

"    417.  GeorgeSmith JacobSmith W.M. 

**     410.  Hilton John  B.  Shiehls* J-  ^' 

*rroxica. 
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.^-  420.  Broomtown Hnrrison  J.  Clnrk W.  M. 

««     ^^-  Cullman  Fraternal Tbndilens  W.  McMinn. ...     *« 

,^     423.  Clanton Albert  E.  BiviriKH J.   W. 

^  ^     424.  George  Wilson Council  B.  Hi^'btower ** 

42«.  Belgreen JnincH  W.  Bulton S.    W. 

::  ffMuoAbercro.bie \f:^J:J:^^v:v-:J-^: 

434.  Andalusia Pope  L.  Moselev* ** 

436.  Ware Stephen  M.  Pearson W.  M. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in 
^ple  Form  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Prajerby  the  R  W.  and  Kev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Broth- 
^>-  William  C.  Bledsoe. 

^e  M.  W.  Grand  Master  read  his  Annual  Address, 
^^  it  was  referred  to  a  special — 

COMMirTEE  ON  GRAND   MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

^eiiry  Clay  Tompkins,  P.  G.  M. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  P.  G.  M. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  P.  G.  M. 

GEAND  MASTEE'S  ANNUAL  ADDEESS. 

^^*^  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 
.      ^  the  closing  of  another  year  we  have,  under  the  blessing  of  God, 
"*^  permitted  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  designs  upon 

l*ir* 

^-estle-board  for  the  benefit  of  the  Craft,  and  thereby  aid  them  in 

Pnrsuit  of  their  labors  for  another  year. 

^^t  was  done  last  year  is,  perhaps,  of  less  importance  to  us  than 

'^^  fihoTild  be  accomplished  this.     Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  ap- 

^^o^chthe  duties  which  have  called  us  once  more  from  our  homes 

•^^ianuUes  to  assemble  in  Annual  Grand  Communication,  with  that 

L      degree  of  thoughtfulncss  and  deliberation   which  their  importance 

m         n^icmasonry,  viewed  from  the  exterior,  presents  no  marked  excel - 
■      teiciea  which  are  not  possessed  by  numerous  other  associations . 
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Those  only  who  have  entered  into  the  most  secret  recesses  of  the 
Temple,  and  beheld  its  beauties,  and  read  its  symbols,  and  studied 
their  hidden  meaning,  can  fully  distinguish  it  from  all  other  human 
organizations;  and  to  him  who  has  been  thus  fortunate,  the  spirit  of 
inspiration  it  breathes  must  always  remain  without  a  rival  in  his 
aif  ections . 

You  would  not  be  here  if  you  did  not  love  and  practice  the  teach- 
ings of  Freemasonry.  You  have  come  up  after  another  year's  labor  in 
the  quarries  to  bring  the  stones  you  have  prepared,  to  be  tried  by  the 
square  of  the  Master  Workman,  that  they  may  be  received  as  proper 
material  to  go  into  the  Temple,  or  rejected  as  unfit  for  the  builder's 
use. 

I  warn  you,  my  brethren,  that  none  but  the  best  and  truest  work 
should  be  received,  because  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  Tempi® 
will  be  marred  by  the  use  of  any  material  improperly  finished  or  un- 
skilfully adjusted. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  when  a  brother  presents  the  name  of 
an  applicant  for  Initiation  into  the  Mtisonic  fraternity,  that  he  pre- 
sents a  stone  that  must  go  into  the  Temple,  if  not  rejected  by  the 
workmen  when  the  square,  the  level,  and  plumb  shall  be  applied. 
No  brother  should  ever  so  far  forget  his  duty  to  the  Brotherhood  as 
to  present  a  stone  that  is  not  finished  in  the  highest  degree. 

Every  one  offered  should  be  hewn  from  the  finest  Parian  marble, 
because  our  Order  is  in  no  sense  of  the  word  an  institution  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  reforming  men;  and  I  greatly  fear  that  some  are  in- 
fiuenced  to  seek  admi^sion  within  our  portals  from  selfish  pnrp08M, 
believing  perhaps  that  they  themselves  will  be  benefited  rather  than  a 
desire  to  benefit  others.     No  man  is  fit  to  be  made  a  Mason  until  his 
desire  to  do  good  to  others  exceeds  his  own  selfish  designs.    I  am 
firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  this  jurisdiction 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  thu  fact  that  none  but  the  best  men  are  now 
being  received:  and  while  it  may  appear  that  Masonry  is  langoishing 
in  Alabama,  it  is  really  but  the  evidence  of  greater  caution  and  a  mon 
rigid  examination  of  the  lives  and  characters  of  those  wh  >  knock  at 
the  door  for  admission. 
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And  while  the  beanty  of  the  ballding  has  been  marred  by  the  nee  of 
tttones  not  snseeptible  of  a  high  degree  of  polish,  I  have  reason  to  be- 
l&eTe  that  no  snob  material  is  now  being  offered. 

The  nniTersal  peace  and  tranquillity  that  now  exist  and  characterize 
'the  Subordinate  Lodges  in  this  jarisdictioD,  may  be  largely  attribu- 
'fced  to  the  above  mentioned  bappy  condition  of  affairs. 

The  same  state  of  brotherly  love  and  harmony  exists  between  this 
mnd  all  sister  Grand  Lodges.  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  favorable 
auspices  by  which  we  are  surrounded.  During  the  past  year  we  have 
enjoyed  unparalleled  good  health.  No  death  dealing  pestilence  has 
swept  over  our  beloved  State,  but  good  health  and  good  cheer  has 
been  the  rule;  and  while  the  seasons  in  some  sections  have  not  been 
as  propitious  as  in  former  years,  still  we  have  harvested  a  plentiful 
erc^,  and  have  abundant  reasons  to  feel  thankful  to  the  giver  of  all 
good  for  the  manifold  blessings  which  surround  us.  But  while  we 
thus  rejoice,  we  are  suddenly  reminded  that  the  Angel  of  Death  hath 
passed  by  and  summoned  some  of  our  number  to  refreshment  above. 
Brother  James  Davidson,  Grand  Tiler,  has  been  called  from  his  labors 
here  below.  We  will  never  hear  his  cheerful  and  familiar,  **Walk  in 
brother,  I  know  you,"  again  at  the  door  of  this  Hall,  where  he  has 
stood  since  1868  a  faithful  sentinel,  with  drawn  sword,  to  see  that 
none  passed  except  such  as  were  duly  qualified.  Brother  Davidson 
vas  bom  in  Melrose,  Scotland,  March  25th,  1811,  and  died  in  the 
City  af  Montgomery,  Jan.  6th,  1884.  He  was  the  oldest  living  mem- 
ber of  Andrew  Jackson  Lodge. 

In  1849  he  visited  California,  and  assisted  in  organizing  the  first 
liiMonio  Lodge  ever  establisheil  in  the  **Golden  State." 

Brother  Davidson  was  noted  for  the  strength  of  his  convictiouR, 
and  always  bad  the  courage  to  do  what  he  believed  to  be  right  and 
just     Honest  and  upright,  he  discharged  every  du^y. 

It  is  also  my  painful  duty  to  announce  the  death  of  Brother  James 
A.  Wood,  which  occurred  at  his  residence  near  Pleasant  Site  on  the 
29th  day  of  December  last 

Brother  Wood  was  foranun  ber  of  years  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Work,  having  been  appointed  by  Past  G.  M.  Joseph  H.  John- 
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son.  The  deceased  was  for  some  time  previous  to  his  death  a  great 
safferer,  and  I  am  informed  expressed  himself  as  being  entirely  ready 
to  receive  the  summons  which  was  to  call  him  from  this  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  above.  It  was  Brother  Wood's  desire  to  be  buried  with  Ma- 
sonic ceremonies,  conducted  by  the  Grand  Master;  but  a  delayed  tel- 
egram prevented  me  from  reaching  the  place  in  time,  and  Brother 
William  T.  Adkins,  R.  W.  J.  G.  Warden  acted  for  me. 

Thus  my  brethren,  we  pass  from  life  unto  death,  one  by  one,  from 
year  to  year.  Who  \^ill  be  next  to  receive  the  summons!  Will  it  be 
one  whose  head  is  silvered  over  with  the  frosts  of  many  winters?  Or 
will  it  be  one  who  is  yet  in  the  spring  time  of  life,  full  of  hope  and 
desire  to  bo  useful  in  the  future?  Are  we  ready  to  obey  the  summons 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe,  handed  us  by  the  Death  Angel 
as  he  swiftly  passes  by  to  command  another  to  appear  before  the 
Judgement  bar?  If  so,  all  is  well.  If  not,  make  immediate  prepara- 
tion, for  you  know  not  how  soon  it  may  come. 

It  now  remains  for  this  Grand  Lodge  to  take  suitable  action  respect- 
ing the  death  of  these  brethren. 

During  the  year  I  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters  asking 
advice,  aud  in  some  instances  requesting  a  ruling  on  questions  pre- 
sented. I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  present  any  of  these  for  yoor 
consideration,  as  not  a  single  question  has  been  submitted  and  a  rul- 
ing asked  that  has  not  been  decided  by  former  Grand  Masters,  or  by 
resolutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge:  and  I  thought  it  best  to  refer  the  ap- 
plicants to  the  law  as  we  have  it  in  the  Grand  Lodge  proceedings,  and 
in  the  constitution  and  digest  published  by  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  1H82.  It  now  appears  that  almost  every  conceivable  question  in- 
volvin;,'  a  princii)le  of  ^I.isonic  law  has  been  settled,  and  I  must  com- 
n»end  a  closer  perusal  of  the  constitution  and  digest  and  Grand  Lodge 
procoer  ings  to  the  1  rethrcn,  and  particularly  to  Masters  of  Lodges. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  that  much  confusion,  and  sometimes  angry  de- 
bate, would  be  avoided  by  prompt  and  correct  rulings  on  the  part  of 
Masters,  who  arc  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  proceed,  for  the  reason  that 
they  have  not  informed  themselves  on  (questions  that  have  been  time 
and  again  decided,  and  to  be  found  in  the  digest,  a  copy  of  which 
Hhould  bo  constantly  consulted. 


fi^S4 


GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  13 


^      "^>  atmeetiogs  where  no  work  is  to  be  done,  Masters  would  employ 
time  in  reading  aloud  from  the  Constitution  and  proceedings  of 
^   vrmnd  Lodge,  and  encourage  friendly  debate  and  exchange  of 


^^8  by  the  brethren,  upon  subjects  thus  brought  to  their  attention, 
^ch  good  would  result  and  all  be  benefitted.     I  fear  that  too  much 
^ory  and  too  little  practice  is  the  rule.     Masonry  is  worthless  unless 
^  practice  its  precepts  and  teachings. 

MrTiat  are  our  r^ular  meetings  for?    What  do  wo  accomplish,  and 
are  we  benefitted,  and  the  cause  of  Masonry  advanced,  unless 
'^^'^  enter  into  the  real  spirit  of  Masonry?    The  Lodge  that  meets,  is 
^^^lled  to  order,  and  opened  by  the  Master,  the  minutes  of  the  former 
^communication  read,  does  its  routine  work  and  closes,  has  accom- 
plished very  little.     No  Master  should  ever  close  his  lodge  without 
Btrict  inquiry  if  any  of  the  brethren  are  sick  or  in  distress.     If  so, 
measures  of  relief  should  be  inaugurated.     Are  the  widows  and  or- 
plians  of  deceased  Masons  properly  cared  for?  if  not,  provide  the 
tti^ansby  which  the  broken  heart  may  be  healed,  and  suffering  reliev- 
®*^-    What  are  your  Charity  Committees  doing?    Let  them  report  at 
«ve>iy  communication  how  they  have  performed  their  work.     Discuss 
^Q.G  Ways  and  means  as  to  raising  a  charity  fund,  and  how  best  to  dis- 
P^Ose  80  as  to  accomplish  the  greatest  amount  of  good.     Practice 
**^Hty,  brethren,  the  greatest  of  all  virtues. 

**If  the  poor  man  pass  thy  door. 

Give  him  of  thy  bounteous  store; 
Give  him  food  and  give  him  gold, 

Give  him  shelter  from  the  cold; 
Aid  him  his  lone  life  to  live. 

For  'tis  Angel-like  to  give." 

^^e  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  will,  I  feel  assured,  fully 

^^TKirt  and  discuss  the  various  questions  of  Masonic  Jurisprudence 

^Viicb  are  at  this  time  being  considered  by  other  Grand  Lodges,  and 

'^^  present  such  other  matters  as  they  may  deem  of  interest.     These 

1  ^d  Idndred  subjects  I  cheerfully  leave  to  that  committee,  whose 

fc  tonner  reports  show  so  much  research  and  learning. 
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iog  fully  the  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  viBdom 
heretofore  displayed  by  that  oommittee  will  donbtless  be  maintained 
in  the  present  instance. 

Dispensations  have  been  granted  to  the  following  named  Lodges  to 
elect  officers,  said  lodges  having,  for  good  caiise  shown,  failed  to  elect 
their  officers  at  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  : 

December  17th,  1883 -Fulton  Lodge,  No.  93. 

«*  "        •*   —Rook  MiUs  Lodge,  No.  353. 

January  14th,     1884— Town  Creeek  Lodge,  No.  361. 

17  **  — Maysville  Lodge,  No.  158. 

July        3rd,  "  — Belle vUle  Lodge.  No.  260. 

**  —Builder's  Lodge,  No.  215. 
August  5th,  **   —Harmony  Lodge,  No.  6. 

"  **  "  — Pfister  Lodge,  No.  90. 

— Tuskegee  Lodge,  No.  67. 
August  18th,  **  —Good  Samaritan  Lodge,  No.  104. 

«*       23rd,  **  —Dawson  Lodge,  No.  244. 

September  30th,   **  —Auburn  Iiodge,  No.  76. 

Dispensations  w^re  also  granted  to  Zion  Lodge  No.  304  and  to  Oli- 
ver Lodge  No.  334,  to  continue  their  Masonic  labors  until  this  eommn- 
nication.  These  Lodges  had  forfeited  their  charters  on  account  of 
failure  to  pay  dues  and  non-representation. 

I  trust  it  will  be  your  pleasure  to  restore  them,  all  dues  having  been 
paid. 

On  the  3rd  of  July  a  dispensation  was  granted  to  lay  the  comer 
stone  of  Alabama  Lodge  No.  3,  the  Lodge  room  of  which  was  removed 
from  Cliiiborne  to  Perdue  Hill. 

On  the  2nd  of  February  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Sandy  Ridge 
Lodge  No.  223,  to  remove  to  Mount  Carmel . 

I  visited  Amity  Lodge  No.  54  on  August  27th,  and  installed  the  offi- 
cers elected,  at  same  time  and  place  installed  the  offices  of  Hender- 
son Lodge  No.  125,  and  Fiilkvillo  Lodge  No.  330. 

September  2ud  I  laid  the  corner  stone  of  an  Academy  at  Livingston 
with  appropriate  Masonic  ceremonies.  A  large  number  of  Bfasont 
were  present  and  participated  in  the  work;  and  on  November  7th  I 
laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  Iron  Bridge  across  the  Alabama  river  at 
Selma,  assisted  by  other  Grand  Officers. 
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Daring  this  year  I  have  refnsed  a  number  of  applications  for  dis- 
pensations to  confer  two  degrees  at  the  same  time.    This  I  belieye  to 
contrary  to  Section  9,  Article  VI  of  the  Constitution. 
'While  it  pained  me  to  refuse  what  the  Brethren  asked,  I  could  not 

the  example  of  violating  the  law. 
During  the  year.  Dispensations  for  the  establishment  of  five  new 
lodges  haye  been  issued. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  will  furnish  you  the  names,  numbers,  and 
l^ocations  of  the  same. 

On  the  30th  day  of  August  I  received  a  communication  from  R.  W. 
brother  Wm.  B.  Isaacs,  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir- 
ginia, conveying  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Brother  Henry  Wil- 
liam Murray,  Grand  Master  of  Masons,  which  sad  event  occurred  at 
^lie  residence  of  a  friend  in  Charlotteville  on  the  15th  day  of  August. 
As  a  Lawyer,  Soldier,  Friend,  Father,  and  Christian— indeed  in  all 
^he  relations  of  life,  he  was  an  example  to  his  fellow  men.    We  heart- 
ily sympathize  with  our  brethren  of  Virginia  in  the  loss  of  their  Grand 
^faster,  and  offer  them  our  condolence. 

Brother  Francis  Henry  Hill  assumes  the  duties  of  Grand  Master 
>ith  sincere  r^^et  and  sadness  of  heart. 

I  am  also  informed  of  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Elbert  H.  En- 
glish, of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas,  who  departed  this  life  Septem- 
ber 1st,  1884,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age.  In  the  death  of  P.  G.  M. 
English,  a  great  light  has  gone  out  of  our  Masonic  Firmament. 
A  chief  pillar  in  the  Temple  lies  prostrate  and  broken. 
Full  of  years  and  honors  he  has  gone  down  to  sleep  the  sleep  of  the 
Just  in  that  immortality  which  comes  to  the  righteous  with  the  com- 
ing of  the  perfect  light. 

And  now,  brethren,  I  dismiss  you  to  your  labors,  and  invoke  your 
hearty  co-operation  in  the  discharge  of  the  difficult  duties  devolving 
on  him  who  oocupies  the  East,  and  express  the  hope  that  peace  and 
harmony  umy  characterize  your  deliberations,  and  that  what  we  do 
may  be  done  With  an  eye  single  to  the  good  of  Masonry  and  the  Glo- 
ry of  God. 
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LODGES  REINSTATED. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary  it  was  order- 
ed that  all  lodges,  the  charters  of  which  had  been  for- 
feited, and  which  had  been  working  under  temporary 
Dispensation,  and  which  had  now  made  Returns,  paid 
Dues,  and  were  represented,  be  reinstated. 

REPORT  ON  THE  E.  A.  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work  made  report  on  the  E.  A. 
Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in- 
And  then  the  report  on  Work  was  made  the  Special 
Order  for  to-morrow  evening  at  8  o'clock. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  and  it  was  adopted  : 

RUTLEDGE  LODGE  NO.  357. 

Whereas,  Rntledj^e  Lodge  No.  357  has  lost  by  tiro  its  charter,  lodge- 
rooio,  fuinitnre,  Ac,  therefore  be  it 

7iV.su/rf  (/,  That  the  dues  of  said  lodge  to  this  Communication  of  tbe 
Grand  Lodge  be  remitted; and  the (irand Secretary  is  hereby  instnictr 
ed  to  furnish  to  said  lodge  a  Charter  without  charge. 

REPORTS  OF  GRANT)  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Secretary  macl^ 
their  Annual  lleports,  and  they  were  referred  to  tt*^ 
Committee  on  Finance. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  GraO^ 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clocL 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Mobning,  December  2, 1884. 

Gl-rand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  la- 
9  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  Hollis 
3ad  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
ive  stations. 

er  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

minntes  were  read  and  approved. 

!ier  Edwin  L.  Marechal  offered  the  following  res- 
t  and  it  was  adopted. 

CLOTHma  FOB  GBAND  OFFICERS. 

ij  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instmcted  to  procure  suito- 
ng  for  the  Grand  Officers. 

PRESENTATION  OF  BEPBESENTATIYES. 

ler  Grand  Secretary,  for  the  Grand  Marshal, 
ed  Brother  William  Theodore  Atkins  as  the 
3ntiye  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Sonth  Wales, 
was  cordially  received  and  welcomed. 

jkand  Master  annoonoed  the  following — 
2 
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STANDING  GOMIOTTEES. 
On  Ghabtkbed  Lodoks. 

No.  1. 

Thomas  G.  Glarke,  Edwin  H.  Bobinsbn. 

John  G.  Farley,  John  P.  West. 

James  A.  Uolloway. 

No.  2. 

Thaddens  C.  Willingham,  Groves  Galdwell. 

Samael  G.  Nabers,  Andrew  J.  Armstrong. 

Edwin  L.  Marechal. 

No.  3. 

George  W.  Porter,  David  L.  Peal. 

Allison  G.  Upcharch,  M.  Lacias  Field. 

Edmund  B.  Stephens. 

No.  4. 

Emmett  F.  Grook,  John  S.  Blair. 

Elisha  J.  Bobinson,  Daniel  J.  Smith. 

George  W.  McDade. 

No.  5. 

John  DeLoach,  Madison  O.  Franklin. 

Levi  WUkinson,  George  C.  Spigener. 

Benjamin  D.  Williams. 

No.  6. 

Solomon  Palmer,  John  S.  Lightfoot 

Joseph  F.  Hendricks,  Gouncil  B.  Hightower. 

John  G.  Boles. 

No.  7. 

John  H.  Gampbell,  John  B.  Shields. 

Joel  G.  Weems,  Harrison  J.  Glark. 

Levi  Armstrong. 
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No.  8. 

James  K.  Bolton,  Rilej  G.  Bottoms. 

James  L.  Sheffield,  Joseph  F.  EUett. 

John  E.  Bishop. 

No.  9. 

John  F.  White,  John  B.  Freeman. 

Augustus  8.  Milligan,  William  B.  Barker. 

George  W.  McEwen. 

No.  10. 

Benjamin  H.  Warren,  James  T.  Morris. 

Samuel  G.  Woolf,  Zaohariah  T.  Harrison. 

James  K.  Bolton. 

Dispensations. 

No.  1. 

Pinkney  M.  Fruner,  John  A  Steeele. 

James  P.  Flournoy,  Thomas  B.  Wallace. 

Henry  G.  Dismnkes. 

No.  2. 

Stephen  M.  Pearson,  Ben  M.  Howell. 

Amos  F.  Tomlin,  Allen  N.  Ward. 

Thaddeus  0.  Willingham. 

Finance. 

Daniel  Smith,  Lewe  Sessions. 

Nicholas  Stall  worth,  John  A.  McKinnon. 

Charles  0.  Howard. 

Bt-Laws. 

Benjamin  F.  Pope,  Thomas  G.  Dupree. 

Andrew  J.  Bamett,  James  B.  Cox. 

Thomas  J.  Peacock. 
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Pbopcsitionb  and  Gbievaitceb. 

tafayette  R<  Hanna,  Michael  Y.  Hayes. 

Joshua  T.  B.  Adams,  Daniel  D.  Bennett 

William  N.  Jones. 

Do£NOs  OF  Gbanb  OmCSBB. 

William  S.  Ford,  William  H.  Chapman. 

Joseph  A.  Goodwin,  Elkanah  B.  Newton. 

James  A.  Williams. 

Lkate  of  Absence. 

William  S.  Foster,  Ellas  A.  Brown. 

Constantine  Lr  Carter,  Jacob  B.  Both. 

John  W.  Purifoy. 

REPORT  ON  F.  G.  DEGBEK 

On  motion  the  resolution  adopted  last  evening  mak' 
ing  the  Eeport  on  Work  the  Special  Order  for  this  even- 
ing at  8  o'clock  was  reconsidered,  and  then  the  Commit- 
tee proceeded  to  report  on  the  F.  C.  Degree,  and  the  re- 
port was  received  and  concurred  in. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Qrand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE- 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  2, 1884. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  Hol- 
lis  Bankhead,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Benjamin  F.  Pope  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  Bolivar  Lodge  No.  127,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made 
the  following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
concurred  in. 

APPEAL  FROM  RUSSELLVILLE  LODGE  NO.  371 

7b  ihe  Most  Worshipfui  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

The  Oommittee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  respect- 
Hilly  submits  the  following  report: — 

Ist  On  the  appeal  of  John  Thompson  from  a  decision  of  Russell- 
rille  Lodge  No.  371.  Said  lodge  having  tried  Thompson  on  charges 
>f  immoral  and  onmasonio  conduct,  with  the  following  specifications, 
o-wit: — 
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BPECmCATION  1st. 

'*That  on  the  3l8t  day  of  last  March  Brother  John  Thorn psou  as- 
Bomed  the  authority  to  nail  up  the  windows  of  the  school-room  and 
tried  to  prohibit  the  aniborized  agent  of  said  lodge  from  diaoharging 
the  duties  imposed  on  said  agent  by  said  lodge  to  perform,  viz;  ihose> 
of  renting  the  lower  room  of  said  lodge  hall." 

SPECIFICATION  2d. 

'*That  Brother  John  Thompson  collected  twenty  dollars  due  the 
lodge  from  the  Knights  of  Pythip.s,  and  has  refused  to  pay  the  same 
over  according  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  said  lodge.  "^ 

SPECIFICATION  3d. 

**That  Brother  John  Thompson  collected  twenty  dollars  rent  for 
school-room,  due  the  lodge,  from  a  lady  teacher — name  given — and 
refused  to  pay  the  same  over  according  to  the  rules  and  regulationB  of 
said  lodge." 

SPECIFICATION  4tH. 

"That  Brother  John  Thompson,  in  making  out  his  account  against 
his  lodge,  claims  more  money  from  said  lodge  than  he  is  joatlj  enti> 
tied  to." 

<'It  is  thnrforo  demanded  that  said  John  Thompson  be  dealt  with 
according  to  Masonic  law  and  usage." — Brothers  Ramsey,  Scott,  and 
Ligon,  Committee. 

In  this  cause  there  is  some  irregularity,  still  it  appears  to  yonr 
committee  that  the  case  against  Thompson  is,  for  the  most  part,  made 
out;  while,  at  the  same  time,  some  doubt  is  entertained  of  an  inten- 
tion in  him  to  defraud  the  lodge.  We  recommend  that  the  decision 
of  the  lodge  be  reversed,  and  that  the  penalty  of  Thompson's  offense 
be  Indefinite  Suspension. 

A  word,  in  conclusion,  is  appendeil  by  your  committee,  and  they 
promise  that  it  shall  not  savor  of  a  sickly  sentimentality,  or  be  an 
effort  to  "send  off"  rhetorical  pyrotechnics,  such  as  have,  in  the  past, 
been  wont  to  disturb  the  digestion  of  our  distinguished  Brother  of 
Illinois;  this  word  is  one  of  plainness,  aimed  at  the  secretaries  of  sub- 
ordinate lodges.  Those  worthy  brethren  will  please  permit  us  to  •  «rap 
them  over  the  knuckles,"  for  sending  up  to  the  Grand  Lodge  so  ma- 
ny ill  ordered,  irregular,  and  defective  transcripts;  loose,  and  oftea 


1884.1  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  23 

original  papers,  well  adapted  for  taxing  the  patient  inyestigation  of  a 
Philadelphia  lawyer.  Secretaries  should  send  up  nothing  except  their 
own  transcripts  of  proceedings,  all  fastened  together  in  proper  order 
and  properly  attested  by  themselves.  If  lodges  will  attend  to  this 
matter,  they  will  surely  make  one  committee  happy. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

WILLIAM  Y.  TITCOMB, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Lafayette  B.  Hanna,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concur- 
red in. 

BEPORT  ON  PROPOSmoyS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

tbfhn  M,  W,  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  :— 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Memorial  and  Petition  of  Brothers,  T.  Boyd  Foster,  N.  M. 
Cowan,  and  G.  F.  Eimbrough,  of  Bolivar  Lodge  No.  127,  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  Stevenson,  asking  that  said 
Lodge  be  permitted  to  continue  to  meet  and  to  work,  after  it  has  fail- 
ed for  two  successive  years  to  pay  its  dues  and  send  a  representative 
to  this  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  beg  leave  to  report  and  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  said  Me- 
morial and  Petition  be  granted  and  that  upon  said  Lodge  making  due 
returns  and  paying  its  dues  within  sixty  days  ofter  the  adjournment 
of  this  Grand  Lodge,  such  Lodge  be  restored  to  its  former  rank  and 
privileges. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

L.  R.  HANNA, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

REPORT  ON  GRAND  LODGE  HALL. 

To  ihe  M,  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  Grand  Communication,  to  con- 
fer with  the  owner  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  with  the  view  of  recind- 
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ing  the  contract  by  which  a  portion  of  it  Ib  leased  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
have  discharged  that  duty  and  instruct  me  to  report,  that,  nnder  ex- 
isting circumstances,  the  said  contract  cannot  be  recinded. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

MYLES  J.  GREENE, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  address  of  theM. 
W.  Grand  Master,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESa 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Al(ibama : 

Your  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  address  of  the  Grand 
Master  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  they  have  read  with  a  renewal  of  the  interest  with  which  they 
listened,  on  last  evening,  to  the  reading  ot  the  able  and  eloquent  id- 
dress  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  recommend  to  the  earnest  consideration 
of  the  Craft  the  wise  and  timely  suggestions  contiined  therein.  They 
think  that  the  Fraternity  is  truly  to  be  congratulated  on  the  fact, 
that  the  greatest  care  and  circumspection  is  now  observed  to  goard 
against  the  entrance  into  our  portals  of  any  but  the  worthiest  and 
best  material  The  eloquent  tribute  paid  to  the  memories  of  our  de- 
served Brothers  Davidson  and  Wood  were  well  deserved.  No  tnier 
men  and  masons  ever  won  the  love  and  respect  of  their  fellow-men. 
They  recommend  that  so  much  of  the  address  as  refers  to  these  Broth- 
ers be  referred  to  separate  Committees  of  three  in  each  case,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Grand  Master,  with  instructions  to  report  suitable 
memorial  resolutions. 

They  recommend  that  so  much  of  the  address  as  refers  to  Dispen- 
sations be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dispensations.  They  sp^ 
cially  commend  to  the  officers  of  subordinate  lodges  the  timely  re- 
marks of  the  Grand  Master,  upon  their  duty  in  acquainting  them- 
selves and  in  instructing  their  lodges  in  the  edicts  and  resolutions  ot 
the  Grand  Lodge.  Such  a  course  on  their  part  would  involve  bni 
little  labor  and  would  necessarily  greatly  redound  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  craft,  and  the  peace  of  the  Fraternity  within  this  Jurisdiction. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

H.  C .  TOMPKINS, 

J.  H.  JOHNSON, 

H.  CLAY  ARMSTRONG, 

Committee. 
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^I'other  John  F.  White,  from  the  Committee  on 
^^artered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report, 
*°d  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

^^  tt^KL  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

*-  Our  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  having  carefully  exam- 
^^^  the  Retains  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  foUow- 


COBBECT  : 


^negriUe No.  375  I  Hickory  Flat No.  392 

*^eCity ««    377  I  Falkville ** 


^•ECook "  381 

Tinity "  386 

Ne^bupgh "  388 

^noii-2  years "  389 

^eathere— 2  years "  390 


Hartsell ** 

Haw  Kidge " 

Hanceville ** 

Green  Hill "    402 

Childersburg **    403 


396 
398 
399 
400 


incobbect: 

Btjbsillvillb  No.  371.— Figures  not  used  in  the  recapitulation. 
BiUi'g  Lakdiko  No.  373.  —Three  first  officer's  names  placed  on  the 
wck,  but  your  committee  learn  that  none  of  them  attended  the  Grand 
^^eisngpensions  n.  p.  d.  dated  October  Ist,  contrary  to  law. 

^ouGbkek  No.  376. — Figures  not  used  in  the  recapitulation,  year 
A.  L.  not  filled  out,  no  seal. 

^«0QTjn4|^o.  378.— Returns  not  signed  by  the  W.  M.,  no  date  to 
KmsUt«ment ;  one  marked  dimitted  after  the  close  of  the  Masonic 
y«M,  therefore  due  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 
RobiitE,  LbiNo.  379. — Initials  and  abbreviations  used. 
BttmHQHAM  Fratebnal  No.  384.— No  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 
NowH BoEDEB  No.  391.— Returns  much  disfigured  by  erasures  and 
^Itetationa;  Suspensions  N.  P.  D.  dated  Nov  1,  contrary  to  law. 
AH  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  WHITE, 
JOHNR.  FREEMAN, 
AUGUSTUS  L.  MILLIGAN, 
GEORGE  W.  McEWEN, 
WILLIAM  R.  BARKER, 

Committee. 


f 
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REPORT  ON  THE  M.  M.  DEGREE. 


The  Committee  on  Work  made  report  on  the  M.  E 
Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  ii. 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins,  Grand  Jnnior  Waido^ 
offered  the  following  resolution^  and  the  resolution 
adopted : 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  P.  G.  M.  RUTUS  W.  CORK 

jResolvedy  That  a  Committee  of  three  P.  G.  Masters  be  appointaill 
purchase  a  suitable  testimonial  to  be  presented  to  P.  G.  H.  Bite 
Wills  Cobb,  as  a  token  of  the  love  and  esteem  borne  tovardf  kii^ 
this  Grand  Lodge. 

And  the  Committee  was  appointed^  consifitiDg  of' 
Past  Grand  Masters — 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong, 

Palmer  Job  Pillans, 

Henry  Clay  Tompboi. 

Brother  Solomon  Palmer,  from  the  Committee  oil 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  repoii 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  HO.  8. 

To  the  3/.    W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  having  eiamiiMd  Al 
Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  foUowingtobe^ 

COBBECT  : 


Sandy  Ridge No.  223 


James  Penn ** 


(( 


Dulliw 

Bexar " 

Sepnl^^ji  ,    

Hiirpersville 

(Tiidsden ** 

Fiiirmount — 2  years ** 

Bowen ** 

Coosa ** 


227 
228 
23() 

2:w 

235 
23G 
23H 
240 
242 


Dawson So,  I 

Harrison •* 

Camp  Creek •* 

North  Port " 

Quitman " 

(lavlesville " 

Ervin «• 

Walnut  Grove — 2  years...  "  tHl 
Meridian •*  M^ 
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INCOBBECT  : 

onuw  No.  221. — ^DiractioiiB  not  followed  in  the  recapitalation. 
■mnr  Stab  No.  222.— Directions  not  followed  in  the  recapitula- 
;  committee  woald  advise  this  lodge  to  get  a  seal. 
EWTon  No.  224.— Name  of  one  affiliate  not  in  the  list  of  members, 
«fore  dne  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents  ;  recapitulation  shows  that  2 
B  initiated,  passed,  and  raised,  bnt  the  word  none  is  written  under 
h^id  of  degrees  confeired ;  initials  of  the  dead  set  down,  but  not 
name,  fee  for  Raising  put  down  at  $5  instead  of  $10  as  it  ought 

16. 

m 

ouiBTCLUB  No.  225.— Numbers  in  the  recapitulation  written  out  in- 

d  of  being  put  in  figures,  seal  illegible. 

vex  Spbivo  No.  231. — Returns  for  2  years— dates  in  the  footing 

iUled  out  in  either ;  suspensions  N.  P.   D.  in  1883  repeated  in 

oms  for  1884,  although  the  parties  have  been  reinstated. 

AMIB  No.  243.— Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

KAXD  No.  250.— Heading  erroneously  filled  out,  no  date  at  the 

om. 

on  E[rLL  No.  253. — Heading  erroneously  filled  out,  ho  dues  paid 

two  members — due  the  G.  L.  $1.00,  seal  totally  illegible. 

iLLviLLE  No.  260. — Quantities  in  the  recapitulation  written  out 

Bad  of  being  set  down  in  figures,  heading  erroneously  filled  out. 

kiLADKoi.  No.  261. — Initials  and  abbreviations  used,  many  names 

edpherable  ;  names  put  under  all  the  heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and 

1,  instead  of  putting  them  under  the  head  of  M.  M.  and  adding 

lates ;  impossible  to  tell  the  name  of  the  lodge  from  the  way  it 

ritten  in  the  heading  and  in  some  other  places,  directions  not 

wed  where  there  was  nothiog  to  record,  seal  not  plumb. 

1  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

SOLOMON  PALMER, 

Chairman. 

rother  Benjamin  H.  Warren,  from  the  Committee 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following  re- 
tf  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

•  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  cf  Alabama : 

nr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  having  examined  the 
■B8  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  to  be 
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made  ont  in  a  neat  and  business-like  manner,  reflecting  znach  credit 
on  the  Secretaries,  and  to  be — 


CORBECT 


Pondtown No.  409 

Helena "    410 

Amberson **    412 

414 


<( 


Sulphnr  Spring 

Oak  LeTel **  415 

Hilton -2  years "  419 

Cullman  Fraternal,  1884..  **  421 

George  Wilson "  424 


Belgreen No.  IK 

Milo  Abercrombie **  4SS 

Albertville «'  430 

Headland •<  438 

Mount  Vernon "  439 

Forney "  410 

Anniston "  443 

Allsborough "  444 


INCORBECT  : 

DoBic  No.  406. — Two  liaised  not  put  in  the  list  of  membem— dM 
the  G.  L.  $1.00,  seal  illegible. 

Jemison  No.  411. — Seal  upside  down. 

Geobge  Smith  No.  417. — Twenty  members,  2  M.  G.  only  paid  for 
16,  doe  the  G.  L.  $1.00,  no  date  to  rejections. 

BnooMTOWN  No.  420. — Year  A.  L.  not  filled  out 

Cullman  FRAXEBNAii  No.  421.— For  1883,  one  raised  not  on  the  lift 
of  members  —due  the  G.  L.  50  cents,  2  names  abbreviated.  Thif 
lodge  undertakes  to  affiliate  a  F.  C.  which  is  impossible.  No  date  to 
1  E.  A. 

Shobtebville  No.  422. — One  raised  not  on  the  list  of  members — die 
the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents  ;  abbreviations  used. 

Clanton  No.  423.~No  date  to  suHpensions  N.  P.  D.,  Master's  Damf 
signed  where  the  name  of  the  lodge  ought  to  be. 

Andalusia  No.  434. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out. 

Wabe  No.  435. — Initials  used. 

Westebn  Stab  No.  436.— This  lodge  is  under  Dispensation.  Under 
the  head  of  dues  it  enters  12  members  besides  3  M.  G*8,  and  1 
affiliate  not  transferred  to  inside.  It  his  2  raised  and  4  affiliatea,  and 
yet  only  12  members  in  all.     Evidently  somebody  has  been  lost 

Laskeb  No.  441. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to  diree- 
tions. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  H.  WARREN, 
JAMES  T.  MORRIS, 

Of  the  Committee. 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  hour  of  11  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  was  set 
for  the  election  of  Grand  Officers. 
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Irothef  Stephen  M.  Pearson,  from  the  Committee  on 
pensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

BEPOBT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  2. 

%e  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

be  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2,  beg  leaTe  to  make  the  fol- 
bg  report : 

^e  find  the  Secretary's  book  of  Forney  Lodge  No.  440  is  very 
fly  and  correctly  kept,  and  the  business  transactions  of  the  lodge 
ail  in  proper  form,  and  according  to  Masonic  custom.  Except 
oalling  of  the  lodge  from  labor  to  refreshment  at  a  special  com- 
ideation  July  18th,  1884,  until  a  regiilar  commanication,  at  which 
Bthe  lodge  was  closed,  and  then  opened  for  a  regular  communi- 
on. We  think  that  the  Special  Lodge  should  have  been  closed 
ia  the  business  was  completed  for  which  it  was  convened.  Other- 
s  correct,  and  we  recommend  their  Dispensation  continued  at  their 
test. 

iiker  Lodge  No.  441  is  very  deficient  in  the  way  of  a  Secretary. 
book  is  not  kept  in  accordance  with  the  forms  laid  down  in  Ma- 
le Code;  we  would  suggest  that  the  Secretary  examine  the  form 
down  in  the  Ck)de  for  keeping  the  minutes.  We  do  not  know 
fther  this  Lodge  wishes  its  Dispensation  continued  or  a  Charter 
ited. 

be  minutes  of  Bethlehem  Lodge  No.  442  generally  correct,  except 
e  informalities,  which  could  be  cured  by  a  perusal  of  the  form 
keeping  the  minutes  of  Subordinate  Lodges.  We  recommend  a 
inuanoe  of  the  Dispensation  at  the  request  of  the  lodge. 
tie  minutes  of  Allsborough  Lodge  No.  444  are  well  enough  kept 
io  not  know  whether  the  lodge  wishes  the  Dispensation  continued 
barter  granted,  as  neither  is  asked  for. 
1  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

S.  M.  PEAESON, 

Chairman. 

jid  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Eev.  Grand 
^plain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
eshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  3, 188i 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
hibor  at  11  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  JL 
Bankhead,  presiding;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at  their 
several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  ChaplaiiL 

The  minates  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  William  Theodore  Atkins,  from  the  Spedil 
Committee  on  the  death  of  Brother  James  A.  'Wooi 
made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  wasreceiitd 
and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  spread  on  tki 
minutes : 

ON  THE  DEATH  OF  BROTHER  JAMES  A.  WOOD. 

To  (he  ^fost  Worshi]>fid  Grand  Lo*lgt  of  Alabama  : 

Year  by  year,  as  we  assemble  around  oar  altar  in  Gnnd  Commit 
cation,  we  are  reminded  that  our  days  are  nambered;  for  tttttA 
annual  gathering  we  miss  some  familiar  face  and  find  some  fimift 
chxir.  Year  by  year,  in  the  Proceedings  of  oar  Grand  Lodg^,** 
miss  the  familiar  name  of  some  brother,  who  has,  by  his  lad  for 
Masonry  and  his  work  among  us,  impressed  his  name  not  onlyi 
the  records  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  upon  the  hearts  of  its 

Tlio  dread  enemy — death— has  during  the  past  year,  again 
us  that  we  too  must  soon  part  from  beloved  friends.  Brother  Ji 
A.  Wood  died  at  his  home,  at  Pleasant  Hill,  December  29th,  Ittli 
and  the  following  day  his  remains  were  laid  away  ¥rith  tears  tal 
sorrow  by  the  Fraternity  he  loved  so  well. 

Brother  Wood  affiliated  with  Meridian  Sun  Lodge  No.  88,  on  Mai 
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I,  1857,  und  June  25th,  1858,  was  elected  its  Worshipful  Master; 
"Which  position  he  served  for  twenty  years.  He  was  appointed  a 
ftmber  of  the  Committee  on  Work  of  this  Grand  Lodge  during  the 
ministration  of  Grand  M^ter  Joseph  H.  Johnston,  and  faithfally 
nred  until  within  a  short  time  -of  his   death. 

Tear  by  year  he  appeared  amongst  us  at  our  Grand  Gommunica. 
>n8,  greeting  as  with  his  bright  and  happy  face,  and  hearty  grasp 
!  the  band  until  he  was  called  to  a  brighter  home.  Even  when  too 
flak  to  Attend  to  the  ordinary  duties  of  life  ho  insisted  on  answering 
M  loU  call  of  the  committee  on  work 

Brother  Wood  aoted  with  the  committee  on  work  for  the  last  time  at 
bi  oommunication  of  X8S2,  but  before  another  year  had  past  he 
^Bowledged  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  that  he  could  no  longer  attend 
othe  duties  assigned  him  by  his  brelhreo.  He  said,  **  all  I  can  now 
■kisthat  the  Grand  Lodge  will  bury  me." 

When  the  chairman  of  your  committee  last  saw  him  his  only 
liOQght  was  of  Masonry.  May  we  not  then  hope  that  a  remembrance 
^  the  pleasant  hours  spent  with  us  in  the  Grand  Lodge  flitted  across 
Us  mind  and  softened  his  dying  pillow  ? 

firother  Wood  felt  that  he  was  bound  to  us  by  no  common  tie.  His 
^traeter  was  such  that  as  a  public  man,  a  business  man,  as  a 
'tton,  or  in  his  home  circle,  he  was  one  around  whom  his  f  ellowmen 
i^old  center  with  love  and  confidence. 

Your  committee  feeling  from  the  heart,  and  not  merely  as  a  form, 
k^tthis  Grand  I<odge,  and  each  individual  member  has  lost  a  true 
iend  and  brother,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolutions,  and 
lOve  that  they  l>e  spread  upon  the  records,  and  that  a  copy  of  the 
ime  be  fowarded  to  his  family. 

Resolved^  1.  That  in  the  death  of  Brother  James  A.  Wood  not  only 
le  Qrand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  but  the  whole  Fraternity  has  lost  one 
t  its  most  valuable  members;  one  who  in  truth  and  in  deed  was  an 
pri^t  man  and  a  devoted  mason  ;  true,  not  only  to  his  family  and 
this  fellow  men,  but  true  in  every  act  of  his  life. 
Buolved,  2.  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  whilst  refraining  from  touch- 
g  upon  the  tender  relations  of  the  homo  circle,  still  feel  that  the 
■niance  of  its  sympathy,  in  this  great  loss,  will  serve  to  draw  the 
milj  of  onr  brother  and  themselves  closer  together,  and  desire  to 
J  to  them,  **  God's  will  be  done,"  your  loss  is  ours. 
Fntemally  submitted, 

Wm.  THEODORE  ATKINS, 
NICHOLAS  STALL  WORTH, 
W.  R.  SMILEY, 

Committee. 
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And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  masonic  year, 
Brothers  Rufus  W.  Cobb,  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  Palmer 
J.  Pillans,  acting  as  tellers,  and  the  election  resulted  as 
follows : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

John  Hollis  Bankhead,  Wetampka,  Grand  Master. 
John  Gideon  Harbis,  Livingston,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Myl.es  Jeffebson  Greene,  Talladega,  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
William  Theodore  Atkins,  Solma,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
William  Henbt  Dinoley,  Montgomery,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Daniel  Sayre,  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary. 
Adam  Beioart  Baker,  Montgomery,  Grand  Tiler. 

And  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  subsequently  announc- 
ed the  following  as  the — 

APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  Wiilliam  Carey  Bledsoe,  LaFayett^,  Grand  Chaplain. 

Montgomery,  Grand  Marshal 
Emmett  Farrow  Crook,  Alexandria,  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 
Thomas  Porter  W' hitby,  Wetumpka,  Grand  Junior  Deacon. 
Isaac  Cunningham  Hall,  Buyckville,  Grand  Steward. 
PiNKNEY  M.  Bruner,  Braggs,  Grand  Steward. 

Brother  Benjamin  F.  Pope,  from  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  BY-LAWS. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  lAxlge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  By-laws  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  ex- 
amined the  By-laws  of  Winston  Star  Lodge  No.  436  and  Forney  Lodg* 
No.  440. 

We  recommend  that  the  following  amendments  be  made  in  the  By* 
laws  of  Winston  Star  Lodge,  to-wit :  that  the  words  "and  Accepted" 
be  inserted  between  the  words  "Free"  and  '^Masons"  in  theprewnWe: 
that  Sec.  2,  of  Art.  1,  bo  so  amended  as  to  show  the  time  of  the  regn* 
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^  Commnnications,  and  that  Sec.  3,  of  Art.  1,  bo  amended  so  as  to 
"»d  M  follows : 

^•3.    A.t  the  regular  Commanicntion  preceding  the  24th  of  June, 
we  Ifaster,  Wardens,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  shall  be  elected  by 
''^ot,  and  the  other  oflBcers  appointed— They  shall  be  installed  on 
tie  AnDiveraary  of  Hi.  John  the  Baptist  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  prac- 
ticable." 

We  farther  recommend  that  the  following  amendments  be  made  in 

the  By-laws  of  Forney  Lodge,  to-wit :  that  the  words  ''as  soon  there* 

«Aer  as  convenient**  in  Art.  2,  the  entire   Art.  3,  and  the  following 

words  in  Art.  4,  to-wit :  "and  for  a  second  oflFense,  he  may  sus})en(l 

or  expel,  having  the  consent  of  the  lodge"  be  stricken  out. 

With  the  above  amendments,  we  recommend  that  the  By-laws  of 
said  Lodges  be  approved. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

BENJ'N  F.  POPE, 

Chairman. 

Brother  James  K.  Bolton,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

BEPOBT  ON  CHAETEKED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

3b  thif  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabam'i : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  hftving  carefully  ex- 
amined the  retorns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
£nd  the  following  to  be — 


cobhect: 


Charity No.  331 

l^anafalU "    33« 

Clear  Croek "    340 

Echo "    34r> 

Bienville "    348 

Heaton "    354 


Van  Baren No.  355 

Barbour -2  years "    358 

Chandler «*    367 

Cross  plains "    368 

AtheLstan "    369 


INCOBBECT  : 

BifinE  Etc  No.  332. — Beeapitalation  not  filled  out  according  to  di- 
reciioos  ;  beading  incorrectly  dated  ;  initials  used. 

JoHVSOH  No.  337.— One  M.  M.  put  nnder  the  head  of  F.  C. 
Gboboxaxa.  Davis  No.  338. — Abbreviations  used. 
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PiKEViLLE  No.  344. — Abbreviations  used. 

HuBTSBoRO  No.  340. —Neither  name  nor  nnmber  iaJorsed  on  the 
back;  name  of  1  £.  A.  in  the  T^Tong  pLice ;  number  of  M.  G.'sDot 
noted  in  the  table  ot  dues. 

Okabk  No.  349.— Names  of  4  Haised  not  in  the  list  of  memben; 
due  the  G.  L.  $2.00. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351. — Abbreviations  usod. 

RuTLEDOE  No.  357. — Heading  incorrectly  filled  up ;  Lodge  seal  illeg- 
ible— must  get  a  new  one. 

ScoTTSBOBO,  No.  3o9. — Two  years— initials  used  in  both  returnty 
amounts  on  the  outside  of  1884  illegible. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364. — Initials  used 

Houston  No.  365. —Returns  lor  2  years;  recapitulation  not  filled 
out  in  either;  no  date  to  rejections. 

CoTACo  No.  366.  —The  name  of  one  affiliate  not  entered  in  the  list 
of  members— due  the  G.  L.  50  cents;  seal  nearly  up-side  down. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JAMES  K.  BOLTON, 

Chaiimao. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sition for  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

AS  TO  A  STIFF   KNEE. 

Resolved,  Thut  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  be  re- 
quested to  report  as  soon  as  possible  upon  the  following;  point:  "Can 
a  candidate  for  the  mysteries  who  has  a  stiff  knee  be  made  a  Masoo?** 

Brother  Thaddeus  C.  Willingham,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lo<hje  of  Ahihama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  beg  leave  to  fflport 
that  thoy  have  examined  the  returns  placed  in  their  hands,  and  fi»<* 
the  following  — 

COBBECT : 

Greening No.  53  '  Eureka No.  W 

Amitv -2  years **    54  .  Liberty -...  **   ® 

Troy? **    56  i  Widow's  Son "  W 
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INCORRECT : 

New  Market  No.  52. — One  reinstated  not  on  the  list  of  members; 
duo  the  G.  L.  50  cents;  no  dite  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 

Mount  Moriah  No.  55. — Abbreviations  used;  seal  illegible. 

TusKKGEE  No.  57. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out. 

Benton  No.  59. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to  instruc- 
tions. 

ToMPKiNsviLLE,  No.  61. — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  up.  This 
lodge  is  numbered  61,  but  the  Secretary  numbers  it  85. 

Satnt  Johns  No.  6*2  —Reports  the  death  of  one  after  the  expiration 
of  the  Masonic  year,  whose  name  is  not  in  the  list  of  members,  and 
for  which  the  lodge  owes  dues  to  the  G.  L. 

Social  No.  63.-  Recapitulation  not  filled  out ;  date  A.  L.  iucorrect; 
returns  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67.— No  date  to  rejections. 

Howard  No.  69.— Dates  A.  D.  and  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Central  No.  70.— Reports  32  members  on  the  face  of  the  returns, 
but  recapitulation  filled  up  with  31. 

ToHoPEKA  No.  71. — Recapitulation  not  filled  up;  date  A.  L.  not 
filled   up. 

Solomon  No.  74. — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  up. 

CoKERViLLE  No.  75. — Heading  of  returns  not  filled  out ;  abbrevia- 
tions used  ;  table  of  dues  not  filled  out. 

Crozier  No.  78.— Reports  one  Raised  after  the  end  of  masonic 
year;  dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  up. 

Wilcox  No.  80. — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  up;  no  seal. 

Friendship  No.  83. — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  up  ;  seal 
scarcely  legible. 

Erophotic  No.  84. — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out. 

Meridian  Son  No.  88. — No  date  to  reinstntements  and  to  suspen- 
sions N.  P.  D. 

PrattviliLE  No.  89. — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  up  ;  seal 
crank-sided. 

PnsTER  No.  90. — Seal  totally  illegible. 

All  of  which  is  fraterually  submitted. 

THADDEUS  C.  WILLINGHAM, 
EDWIN  L.  MARECHAL, 

Committee. 

Brother  Lafayette  R.  Hanna,  from  the  Committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 
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BEPOBT  ON  THE  M.  M.  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work  made  report  on  the  M.  IL 
Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  iiL 

Brother  William  T.  Atkins,  Grand  Junior  Warden, 
offered  the  following  resolution^  and  the  resolution  waa 
adopted : 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  P.  G.  M.  BUFUS  W.  COBR 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  P.  G.  Masters  be  appointed  to 
parchase  a  suitable  testimonial  to  be  presented  to  P.  G.  M.  Bafni 
"Wills  Cobb,  as  a  token  of  the  love  and  esteem  borne  towards  him  I7 
this  Grand  Lodge. 

And  the  Committee  was  appointed,,  consisting  of 
Past  Grand  Masters — 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong, 

Palmer  Job  Pillans, 

lienry  Clay  Tompkins. 

Brother  Solomon  Palmer,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  C,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

KEPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

To  the  3/.    W.  (rrand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  LodgcB  No.  6,  having  examined  the 
Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  to  be— 

COBRECT : 

Sandy  Ridge No.  223  ,  Dawson No.  244 

James  Penn **    227      HarriHon • 

Dallas "    228      Cuiiip  Creek • 

Bexar **    ZH)  .  North  Port « 

Sepulga **    233  1  guitiimii « 

(iiivlesville • 


Hurpersville "  235 

Gudsden '*  23G 

Fairmount— 2  years **  238 

Bowen **  24() 

Coosa "  242 


Ervin 

Walnut  Grove— 2  years. . . 
Meridian 


246 
251 
252 
254 
256 
257 
264 
265 
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To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  have  carefully  exam- 
ined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  and  find  the  following — 


COBBECT : 


Landmark No.  187 

ClintonviUe "    188 

Chattahoochee **    192 

Hopewell "    193 

Caledonia "    198 


PettusviUe No.  207 

Alexandria "    208 

Marshall ; **    209 

Sum  Dixon "    218 

Lineville **    219 


INCOBBECT : 

Abebfoil  No.  181. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to 
directions. 

Mount  Eagle  No.  185. — Seal  up-side  down. 

Catawul  No.  186. — Abbreviations  used;  seal  crank-sided. 

To>£bigbee  No.  190. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to 
directions;  no  seal. 

Bbush  Cbeek  No.  191. — E.  A.  and  F.  C.  in  the  list  of  members  for 
whom  dues  are  paid. 

Hillabee  No.  197. — Heading  incorrectly  filled  out;  abbreviations 
and  initials  used  ;  table  of  dues  not  filled  out ;  members  not  num- 
bered. 

Eilioee  No.  199. — W.  M.  signs  his  name  in  the  wrong  place. 

Sylacauga  No.  200. — Date  A.  L.  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Helicon  No.  201. — Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

YoBK  No.  211. — No  attention  paid  to  instructions;  abbreviations 
and  initials  used  throughout;  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. ;  seal 
on  the  wrong  side  of  the  returns  and  crank-sided. 

BriLDEBS  No.  215  —Seal  illegible  and  a  new  one  needed. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  DeLOACH, 

BEN.  DUDLEY  WILLIAMS, 

For  the  Committee. 

Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall  oflfered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  and  the  preamble  was  concurred  in  and 
the  resolution  adopted.  • 
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HISTORY   OF  MASONRY  IN  ALABAMA. 

Whereas,  It  was  fonnally  deemod  advisable  by  this  Grand  Lodge 
that  a  history  of  Masonry  from  its  introduction  into  the  State  down 
to  the  present  time,  shonld  be  compiled  and  poblished,  and  inaa- 
much  as  the  necessity  for  such  a  compilation  that  existed  then  exists 
now,  therefore— 

Res^tir&Jf  That  immediate  steps  be  taken  for  the  preparation  and 
compilation  of  said  history. 

Brother  Eramett  F.  Crook,  from  tlie  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  rep.ort  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

RErORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  ifie  M.  W.  Grawl  Ltnlne  of  Alaltama : 

Y^our  Committee  on'  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  have  carefully  ex- 
amined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  and  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows— 


Shelby No, 

Baldwin " 

Daleville ** 

Fraternity ** 

Missouri     *' 

Kodgersville ** 

Cold  Water ** 


CORRECT  : 

140     Bladon  Springs 

142      Monroeville 

144  Maysville 

145  j  Favetteville 

14r,      Eli>a   

....No. 

it 

151 
1.33 

\m 

1G3 
170 

147      Andrew  Jackson 

n 

173 

148  1 

INCORRECT  : 

CoLiTMBiA  No.  135.  -The  name  of  one  raised  reported  under  all  the 
heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.,  instead  of  the  first  two  being  in 
the  same  line  with  the  latter. 

Unity  No.  13(1.  —Recapitulation  not  filled  out. 

Betbel  No.  141.— For  2  years.  Returns  for  1883,  name  of  lodge 
not  indorsed  on  the  back;  no  date  to  passing  IF.  C. ;  seal  illegible  in 
both  returns. 

Penick  No.  101.— Not  sij^ed  by  the  W.  M. 

Hendrix  No.  102. —Initials  used;  secretary  spells  the  name  wrong 
in  the  heading;  one  reported  as  a  M.  M.  under  the  head  of  degrees 
conferred,  but  no  date  to  the  raising,  and  name  not  in  the  list  of 
members. 
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Sumter  No.  166. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out;  table  of  daes  and 
fees  not  filled  out. 

Fklix)W8HIp  No.  172. — Seal  illegible. 

Davie  No.  176.  —Two  years;  for  1883  recapitulation  not  filled  out; 
date  A.  L.  not  filled  out;  for  1884  heading  not  filled  out;  table  of 
dues  not  filled  out;  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out;  iu  both  the  seal  is 
illegible. 

Desotoyille  No.  178.— Initials  and  abbreviations  used ;  Master's 
name  signed  with  a  pencil;  seal  crunk-sided. 

BuBLKsoN  No   143. — Returns  for  2  years;  for  1883  names  not  num- 
bered; seal  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  returns  and  illegible.     For  1884 
recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to  instructions;  no  P.  O.  set 
down  at  the  bottom;  same  objection  to  the  seal. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

EMMETT  F.  CROOK. 
ELISHA  J.  ROBINSON, 
JOHN  S.  BLAIR, 
DANIEL  J.  SMITH. 
GEORGE  W.  McDADE, 

Committee, 

Brother  John  H.  Campbell,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LOP'iES  NO.  7. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  qf  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7  beg  leave  to  make  their 
report.  After  careful  examination  your  committee  find  the  follow- 
ing— 

cohbect : 


Mount  Pleasant No.  266 

Charles  Baakerville **    281 

Georgiana **    285 

Clinton **    287 


Holly  Grove No.  323 

Viola "    324 

Forkland **    330 


incobrect  : 


BuTLSB  Springs  No.  270.— Recapitulation  not  filled  up  with  figures 
according  to  instructions,  initials  and  abbreviations  used. 

PxA  Rives  Nq.  271.— Recapitulation  not  filled  put,  seal  ver^  ux\-, 
perfect. 
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Clifton  No.  272. — Name  not  indorsed  on  back,  caption  incorrectly 
dated,  Henl  crank-sided. 

Fbankfobt  No.  275. — Caption  of  returns  not  filled  out,  number  of 
M.  Gs.  not  set  out  in  the  table  of  dues. 

Labkinsville  No.  277.— Dates  to  F.  C.  in  the  wrong  place,  fees  for 
degrees  erroneously  set  down  at  $15,  $10,  $5.  The  Master's  degree 
is  always  not  less  than  :^10. 

Northern  No.  278.  —Seal  crank-sided. 

Sprinofield  No.  280. — Two  M.  M.  not  on  the  list  of  members, 
therefore  due  the  G.  L.  $1.00,  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

Walker  No.  286. — Name  of  1  affiliate  entered  under  the  wrong 
head. 

Gillespie  No.  290.  —Dates  in  the  heading  not  filled  out,  date  A.  L. 
not  filled  out,  initials  used. 

NoiiRia  No.  301. — Initials  used,  not  signed  by  the  W.  M.,  2  affiliates 
not  set  down  in  the  list  of  members,  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge 
$1.00  ;  this  lodge  undertakes  to  affiliate  an  E.  A.,  which  is  impossible. 

ZioN  No.  3()4. — No  date  to  several  reinstiitements. 

Central  City  No.  305. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  table  of  dues 
and  fees  not  finished  out. 

JoNESBORo'  No.  315.  -Seal  illegible. 

Cluttsvillb  No.  319. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to 
directions. 

Wabrexton  No.  320. — Under  the  head  of  Degrees  Conferred  no 
date  given  of  one  Raised,  initials  used. 

Pleasant  Hill  No.  321. — Two  initiates  not  put  down  in  the  list  of 
members,  therefore  due  the  G.  L.  one  dollar. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  H.  CAMPBELL, 

Chairman. 

•Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong  offered  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution,  and  the  former  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  latter  adopted  : 

CHARTER  TO  HEADLAND  NO.  438. 

Whebeas,  Headland  Lodge  No.  438  has  been  working  under  Dis- 
pensation for  eighteen  months  last  past,  and  whereas  said  Lodge  has 
recently  lost  by  fire  its  Lodge  Hall,  furniture,  jewels,  records,  &c., 
thereby  rendering  it  impossible  for  it  to  submit  its  minutes  to  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  whereas  the  said  Lodge  has  made  returns  to  this 
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•commanication,  and  said  returns  are  reported  aa  correctly  made  out^ 
ihertfon  — 

Resolved,  That  a  charter  be  granted  to  Headland  Lodge  No.  438^ 
and  the  .Grand  Secretary  is  hereby  instractod  to  furnish  the  same 
-without  charge. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong  offered  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution,  and  the  former  was  con- 
•carred  in,  and  the  latter  adopted  : 

AS  TO  BUENA  VISTA  LODGE  NO.  169. 

Whebeas,  The  Charter  of  Buena  Vista  Lodge  No.  109  has  been  de- 
clared forfeited  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  whereas  during'  the  exist- 
ence of  said  Lodge  the  lower  story  of  the  building  was  used  for  school 
purposes  and  th<^  community  are  still  desirous  of  continuing  its  use 
for  the  same  purpose,  therefore  — 

Rtgolvexlj  That  Brother  Lewe  Sessions  be  instructed  to  take  charge 
of  the  property  of  the  said  Buena  Vista  Lodge  No.  169,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  allow  the  Township  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools,  or  his  successor  in  office  in  the  township  where  the  lodge  is 
located,  the  use  of  the  Lodge  Hall  so  long  as  it  may  be  used  excla- 
siTely  for  school  purposes,  or  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Kev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  antil  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LOGDE. 


Wednesday  Evening,  December  3,  1881 
The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Brother 
John  H.  Bankhead,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers 
at  their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Henry  Clay  Armstrong,  char- 
ters were  granted  to — 

Winston  Star  Lodge  No.  436. 
Fort  Payne  Lodge  No.  437. 
Laskcr  Lodge  No.  441. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson  read  the  following  let- 
ter from  Brother  William  Abram  Love,  representative 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  near  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Georgia ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  received  and  filed, 
and  to  be  printed  with  the  Proceedings. 

LETTER  FROM  BROTHER  WILLIAM  ABRAM  LOVE,  M.  D. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  December  1st,  1884. 
ToJnhu   Ilollis   lUnk'hpi.l.    3/.    W.   Grnwl  Misi*T  of  tlyn  M.     W.  Grand 

LtHhjp  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Alahnnxn. 

Most  WoiisiiiPFiTL  Sir  and  Br«^ther  -For  the  past  thirteen  years  I 
have  had  the  honor  and  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  staDdin^  in  the  posi- 
tion of  "Rfprosontative  of  the  Grand  Lrlgeof  Alabama  near  the 
Grand  Lodj^e  of  Georgia." 

During  this  period,  to  my  great  regret,  I  have  from  time  to  time 
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been  prevented,  by  circumstances  beyond  my  control,  from  enjoying 
the  pleasure  of  visiting  you  during  the  A^isiou  of  your  Grand  Body. 
Even  now  I  have  to  console  myself  witb  hope  for  the  future,  as  it  is 
again  impossible  for  me  to  enjoy  the  anticipated  privilege  of  being 
with  yon  this  year. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  fraternal  pride  and  pleasure  then,  that  I  avail 
myself  of  this  means  to  report  to  you  and  through  you  to  the  Grand 
Body  over  w^hich  you  preside,  the  fact,  that  during  the  many  years 
you  and  your  predecessors  have  honored  mo  as  your  representative 
here,  no  question  for  investigation  or  adjudication  whatsoever,  has 
been  presented  at  any  time  on  any  subject  as  between  the  two  juris- 
dictions. This  simple  fact  speaks  much  for  the  Craft,  and  I  feel  as- 
sured that  you  too  will  record  with  pride  and  pleasure  this  evidence 
of  the  completeness  of  these  prevailing  fraternal  relations. 

I  am  very  glad  in  this  connection,  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  the 
continued  healthful  condition  of  the  Craft  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia,  as  evidenced  at  its  annual  communi- 
cation held  in  October. 

With  the  expression  of  the  hope  that  your  incoming  grand  annual 
commnnicatiou  will  be  one  of  unprecedented  pleasure  to  yourselves, 
and  of  continued  profit  to  the  craft,  and  with  the  further  hope  that 
the  present  pleasant  and  peaceful  fraternal  relatioLs  between  the  Sis- 
ter Grand  Lodges  and  their  several  subordinate  jurisdictions  may  be 
ever  perpetuated. 

I  have  thd  honor  to  be, 

Fraternally  and  very  truly  yours, 

WM.  ABllAM  LOVE. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  from  the  Committee 
on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  FROM  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following-  report : 

let.  Among  the  questions  submitted  to  us  for  our  decision  is  the 
following  resolution,  declaring  the  construction  to  be  placed  upon 
Section  24  of  Article  VI  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  oflfer- 
ed  by  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  Daniel  Sayre. 

Resolved,  That  the  proper  construotioo  to  be  placed  upon  the  con- 


44  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1884. 

cladiDg  sentence  of  Section  24,  of  Article  vi,  of  the  constitution,  which' 
reads  as  follows  — 

"He  shall,"  that  is,  the  Worshipful  Master,  **at  the  regular  commu- 
nication preceding  the  Festival  in  June,  cause  the  Secretary  to  write 
opposite  the  names  of  each  member  of  his  Lodge,  suspended,  when 
dues  shall  remain  unpaid  for  two  years,  said  sentence  to  remain  in 
force  until  all  dues  are  paid," — is,  that  the  member  is  suspended,  wheth- 
er the  Worshipful  Master  gives  the  order  or  not ;  and  the  Secretary 
must  thus  mark  the  member  on  his  book. 

From  reading  this  resolution  it  will  be  observed,  that  it  declares  that 
the  effect  of  the  section  of  the  Constitution  set  out,  is,  ipso  faelOy  to 
suspend  any  member  of  a  lodge  who  shall  be  two  years  in  arrears  of 
dues  at  the  meeting  preceding  the  Festival  in  June,  without  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Secretary  or  Master  of  the  lodge. 

The  duty  of  this  Committee,  as  we  understand  it,  is  not  to  make 
the  law,  but,  where  it  has  been  heretofore  declared,  to  state  it  as  thus 
declared.  This  being  the  case  then,  we  think,  that  whatever  may  be 
the  individual  views  of  the  Committee  it  is  our  duty  to  recommend 
that  the  resolution  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  be  not  adopted. 
The  very  question  in  substance  has  been  heretofore  presented  to  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  although  the  construction  asked  by  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary was  insisted  upon  by  the  writer  of  this  report  as  the  correct 
one,  the  Grand  Lodge,  after  hearing  full  discussion  differed  from 
him,  and  decided  that  not  only  did  the  failure  to  pay  dues  for  two 
years  not  ipsofacto  operate  as  a  suspension  of  the  member,  but  that 
unless  the  Ma<iter  of  the  lodge  at  the  meeting  preceding  the  Festival 
in  June  caused  the  word  ** suspended''  to  be  written  opposite  the  names 
of  those  thus  in  arrears,  it  could  not  be  done  at  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing, and  the  delinquents  must  continue  members  until  the  meeting 
next  preceding  such  Festival  in  the  next  year  (see  Constitution  and 
Digest  of  1882,  pages  85-6,  «^  7).  Thus  the  law  is  written  and  this  Com- 
mittee have  no  power  to  change  it  and  doubt  the  propriety  of  doing 
so.     If  it  is  to  bo  done  it  can  only  bo  done  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

2nd.  The  attention  of  your  Committee  has  also  been  called  to  that 
portion  of  the  Address  of  the  than  Grand  Master  Cobb  published  in 
the  proceedings  of  last  year,  wherein  we  are  requested  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  with 
reference  to  suspending  by  dispensation  the  provisions  und  regula- 
tions of  the  Constitution.  As  is  known,  that  address,  owing  to  the 
unavoidable  absence  of  Brother  Cobb,  was  not  read  at  the  last  Com- 
munication of  this  Grand  Lod^e,  but  was  subsequently  forwarded  to 
the  Grand  Secretary  to  bo  printed  in  the  proceedings.  Our  attention 
was  never  called  to  the  question  submitted  until  within  the  last  three 
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days.  The  qaestion  involved  is  one  of  the  graVest  importance  and 
no  opinion  should. bo  formed  or  expressed  upon  it,  until  after  patient 
and  painstaking  investigation,  and  deliberate  consideration  and  re- 
flection. This,  of  course,  the  time  since  it  was  brought  to  our  atten- 
tion, has  made  it  impossible  for  us  to  give  it,  we  therefore  recommend 
that  tho  question  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Ju- 
nsprndence,  with  instructions  to  report  upon  the  same  at  the  next 
Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

The  Commtttee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence, 

"    by  H.  C.  TOMPKINS. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  death  of  Brother  James  Davidson,  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  proceedings: 

BROTHER  JAMFS   DAVIDSON. 

^0  ihe  M.  TV.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabam<i  : 

It  is  not  always  that  there  is  pleasure  only  in  the  performance  of 
W08e  duties  and  works  that  we  perform  with  laughing  eye  and  glad- 
some hearts.  It  is  often  the  case  that  the  truest  pleasure  is  found  in 
"io  discharge  of  those  duties  the  performance  of  which  brings  the 
chidden  tear  to  the  eye  of  manhood  and  causes  the  heart  to  beat 
^Jth  suppressed  emotion.  It  is,  indeed,  a  pleasure,  a  deep  and  sin- 
cere one,  though  one  tinged  with  sadness  by  the  memory  of -our  loss, 
to  be  permitted  to  pay  tribute  to  the  memoay  of  a  departed  friend 
and  brother.  Especially  is  this  the  case  when  that  friend  and 
brother  was  one  whose  virtue  and  merit  give  assurance  that,  though 
departed  from  our  sight,  he  bus  only  been  taken  across  the  river  and 
placed  a  journey  nearer  the  Eternal  Home  of  the  pure  and  upright. 
Tis  with  feelings  of  this  kind  that  your  committee  come  to  the  per- 
wrmance  of  the  duty  of  paying  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  late 
Grand  Tiler,  Brother  James  Davidson.  We  can  hope  to  add  but 
little  to  the  beautiful  tribute  paid  our  deceased  brother  in  the  address 
of  our  M.  W.  Gnind  Master,  but  that  little  we  nsk  tho  privilege  of 
*ddiri^j  feeling  sure  that  no  one  ever  more  justly  deserved  all  the 
praise  that  true  friendship  and  sincere  affection  could  bestow  upon 
noble  manhood.  Brother  Davidson,  as  stated  by  the  Grand  Master, 
^*8  born  in  Melrose,  Scotland,  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1811,  and 
died  in  the  city  of  Montgomery  on  the  6th  day  of  January,  1884,  and 
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WRB,  therefore,  at  the  time  of  his  death)  in  the  seventy-third  year  of 
his  age.  He  became  a  citizen  of  this  Stale  abont  the  year  1840,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  over  forty  years,  and  had 
filled  the  position  of  Grand  Tiler  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  fourteen 
years,  until  the  last  communication,  when  feeble  health  forced  him 
to  decline  a  re-election.  Brother  Davidson  was  a  most  zealons  Mason, 
and  proved  his  devotion  to  the  good  of  the  craft  by  being  always 
prompt  in  the  discharge  of  the  dmios  devolving  upon  him  as  snch. 
Always  a  prompt  and  punctual  attendant  upon  the  communications  of 
his  lodge  even  after  ago  had  stooped  the  stalwart  form  and  made 
feeble  the  once  buoyant  step,  he  sat  an  example  in  that  respect  that 
but  few,  even  of  the  youngest  ot  us,  can  claim  to  follow.  As  Grand 
Tiler  he  became  known  throughout  Alabama,  and  even  though  hun- 
dreds of  strangers  entered  the  portals  of  this  hall  every  year  it  was 
but  seldom  that  an^*  one  had  to  be  twice  introduced  to  him.  His 
memory  of  names  and  faces  was  most  remarkable.  In  all  of  his 
manv  years  of  service  and  in  his  connection  with  the  manv  different 
persons  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  as  Grand  Tiler,  a  man  of  such 
traits  of  character  as  Brother  Davidson  possessed,  could  not  but  have 
won  the  love  and  respect  of  many  persons  living  in  every  section  of 
the  State.  The  messenger  that  carried  hence  the  news  of  his  death 
left  behind  it  in  >overj'  neighborhood  and  locality  of  the  State  the 
saddened  hearts  and  dimmed  eyes  of  some  friend  whose  acquaintance 
was  formed  in  this  hall.  As  a  man  Brother  Davidson  was  honest, 
was  charitable,  was  true,  in  short,  he  w»is  a  most  manly  man. 

As  a  public  oflficial  he  was  faithful,  discreet,  and  the  soul  of  integrity. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  held  the  position  of  treasurer  of  this  city, 
and  during  all  that  time  not  a  suspicion  that  it  was  even  possible  for 
anvthing  to  be  wrong  ever  crossed  the  mind  of  even  the  most  sus- 
picious.  Brother  Davidson  was  in  his  conduct  and  walk  in  every 
position  of  lite  a  worthy  man  and  a  true  Mason. 

Your  committee  recommend,  therefore,  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

Besolveily  That  in  the  death  of  Brother  James  Davidson  this 
Grand  Lodge  has  lost  a  well  beloved  and  faithful  official,  the  Frater- 
nity a  zealous  member  and  noble  examplar  of  its  virtues,  and  the 
country  a  public  spirited  and  honest  citizen. 

Jicsohnl^  That  we  tender  to  the  friends  and  relations  of  onr  de- 
parted brother  imr  warmest  sympathy  in  their  bereavement.       * 

Ucsohetl,    That  a  page  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  be 

set  apart  to  his  memory.  H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 

H.  C.  ARMSTRONG, 

GEOKGE  F.  MOORE, 

Committee 


1884.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  47 

Brother  Daniel  Smith,  Chairmau  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  made  report,  and  the  report  was  received 
and  concurred  in.     (See  Appendix,) 

Brother  Pinkney  M.  Bruner,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  1,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  L 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Djdfje  of  Alalmma  : 

Your  committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  boolts  of  Mount  Vernon  Lodge  No.  439, 
Winston  Star  Lodge  No.  436,  working  under  Dispensatic.n,  and 
find  them  neatly  and  correctly  kej)t.  And  yoijr  committee  recom- 
mend that  charters  be  issued  to  them,  at  their  reipest. 

We  have  also  examined  the  petition  of  Brothers  James  D.  Hardy, 
Benjamin  J.  Large,  John  A.  Carwile,  Simon  Stein,  James  Q.  Fields, 
Eli  Grim,  Whitman  W.  Brame,  Thomas  H.  Wagner,  and  E.  M.  Card, 
for  a  charter  to  form  a  new  lodge  at  Calera,  in  Shelby  county,  to  be 
known  as  Calera  Lodge  No.  — .  We  have  examined  the  dimits  of 
aforesaid  brethren,  and  find  them  in  form  ;  and  your  committee  re- 
commend that  a  charter  be  granted  them. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

P.  M.  BRUNER, 
JAMES  P.  FLOURNOY, 
H.  C.  DISMUKES, 

Committee. 

Brother  John  P.  West,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following];  leport, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  1. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No  1,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  having  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  they 
find  the  following 

COBBECt  : 

Helion No.    1  i  Dale No.  25 


Rising   Virtue 

Macon 

Montgomery 

Saint  Albans 

George  Washington 


4  I  Washington **  36 

7  ;  Wetumpka "  31) 

11     Mobile "  40 

22     Harmony — 2  years **  46 

24     Union **  50 
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INCOBBECT : 

Alabama  No.  3.— Recapitnlation  not  filled  out;  dates  to  initiation 
and  affiliations  in  the  wrong  place;  beading  incorrectly  filled  up;  no 
impression  of  the  seal, 

MouLTON  No.  6.— Dates  of  Fellow-Crafts  in  the  wrong  place.  Fel- 
low-crafts entered  under  both  E.  A  and  F.  C. 

Fabrab  No  8. — Dates  of  suspensions,  reinstatements,  and  rejec- 
tions in  the  wrong  place. 

Gilead  No.  9.— Number  in  the  wrong  place;  needs  a  new  seal. 

Royal  White  Habt  No.  10. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  accord- 
ing to  directions. 

Flokekce  No.  14.— Initials  and  abbreviations  used;  no  dates  to 
reinstatements. 

Athens  No.  1G. — Neither  year  nor  amount  of  dues  indorsed  on  the 
back;  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 

LaFaybtte  No.  2G. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according'  to 
directions— with  figures;  22  members  and  no  M.  Q.,  but  only  pays 
for  21,  due  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

Selma  Fbatebnal  No.  27. — Not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Rising  Sun  No.  29. — Neither  name,  number,  year,  or  amount  of 
dues  indorsed  on  the  back  ;  recapitulation  not  filled  out;  seal  crank- 
sided;  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. ;  date  A.  L.  not  filled  out. 

AuTAUOA  No.  31."  Recapitulation  not  filled  out;  seal  makes  no  dis- 
tinguishable impression. 

Courtland  No.  37.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out ;  1  M.  M.  under 
nil  the  heads  of  E.  A.,  F.  C,  and  M.  M. ;  initials  and  abbreviations 
used;  dates  in  thu  footing  not  filled  out;  seal  makes  no  legible  im- 
pression; 24  members,  of  which  one  is  an  M.  G.,  only  pays  for  22, 
owes  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

Livingston  No.  41.— Not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Gaston  No.  44.  -  John  William  Lee  was  Raised  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1884;  John  Andrew  Lee  was  dimitted  on  the  3rd  September,  1884; 
there  is  no  Lee  in  the  list  of  members. 

Demopclis  No.  49.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out  with  figures 
according  to  directions;  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  P.  WEST, 
JAMES  A.  HOLLOW  AY, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  made 
the  following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
concurred  in. 
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REPORT  ON  DOINGS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Yotir  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  duty  of  inquiring  into 
and  reporting  upon  **  The  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,"  for  the  past 
Masonic  year,  have  performed  that  duty,  and  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  report : 

Grand  Master,  John  H.  Bankhead,  laid  the  Corner  Stone  of  the 
assembly  hall  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Male  Academy  at  Livingston,  on 
September  2d,  1884,  in  the  presence  of  two  thousand  people.  At  the 
request  of  the  lodges  at  Selma,  he  also  laid  the  Corner  Stone  of  the 
Selma  Iron  Bridge,  which  is  to  span  the  Alabama  river  at  that  place, 
on  the  7th  of  November,  which  was  witnessed  by  three  thousand 
people. 

On  each  of  these  occasions,  by  invitation  of  Masons  and  citizens, 
D^utj  Grand  Master  John  Gideon  Harris,  delivered  an  address  at 
Ldvingston,  on  Masonry  in  its  practical  bearings *on  society  and  civil- 
ization ;  and  at  Selma,  on  the  progress  of  the  arts  and  sciences  ;  but 
more  especially  the  art  of  architecture  as  it  relates  to  the  progress  of 
nations.  Deputy  Grand  Master  Harris,  also,  by  invitation  of  the  re- 
spective lodges  of  Green,  Dallas,  Bibb,  and  Calhoun,  delivered  one 
public  address  in  each  county  on  the  subject  of  **The  Duty  and 
Hesponsibility  of  Masons,"  and  the  principles  and  tenets  of  the  Fra- 
ternity. From  information  your  committtee  are  satisfied  that  these 
addresses  were  well  received  and  beneficial  to  the  Fraternity. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Junior  Grand  Warden,  William  T.  Atkins, 
in  response  to  a  previous  request,  attended  the  funeral  of  brother 
James  A.  Wood,  who  was  one  of  the  Committee  on  Work;  and  per- 
formed the  burial  service  in  accordance  with  our  custom.  Brother 
Atkins  also  assisted  in  doing  the  Work  in  several  lodges. 

From  information  received  your  committee  are  fully  satisfied  that 
the  public  addresses  delivered  by  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Brother 
Harris,  in  the  counties  above  referred  to,  did  a  great  deal  of  good  in 
removing  many  of  the  objections  to  the  Fraternity;  and  if  more  pnb- 
Kc  addresses  were  delivered  during  the  year  by  brethren  well  versed 
in  the  principles  of  our  Fraternity,  and  its  rehuion  to  society,  and 
the  welfare  of  man.  Masonry  would,  in  our  opinion,  receive  a  for- 
'word  movement. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  sabmitted. 

W.  S.  FORD, 
J.  A.  GOODWIN, 
W.  H.  CHAPMAN, 
E.  B.  NEWTON, 
J  AS.  A.  WILLIAMS, 
4  Committee. 
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Brother  George  W.  Porter,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

To  the  M.  TV,  Grand  Lodge  cf  Alabama : 

Yoar  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  report.  Having  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them, 
they  find  the  following — 

COBBKCT  : 


Henry No.     91 


Tnokabatchee ** 

Lozahatchee n . . .  '' 

Fulton «* 

Hortwell " 

New  Berne ...  " 

Shiloh " 


96 

97 

98 

101 

102 

105 


Hermon No.  106 

Oak  Bowery;  1883. 


«< 


108 

Forest  HUl. "    114 

"  119 
131 
134 


Notasulga 

YorkviDe " 

Wiley 


<< 


IMCOBBEGT  : 

Danvillx  No.  95. — For  1883,  recapitulation  not  filled  out,  table  of 
fees  not  filled  out,  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out,  seal  illegible  and 
cranksided. 

Benson  No.  103. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  initials  used,  seal 
illegible. 

Good  Saicabttan  No.  104. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to 
directions,  initials  and  abbreviations  used,  seal  cranksided. 

Oak  Bowebt  No.  108.— For  1884— Date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out 

Sylvan  No.  111. — Two  years— Recapitulation  not  filled  out  accord- 
ing to  directions,  seal  illegible. 

DeKalb  No.  116— Neither  name  nor  number  indorsed  on  the  back  ; 
table  of  Fees  incorrectly  filled  out— beimg  for  the  whole  amount  of 
fees  received  during  the  year  instead  of  the  amount  charged  for  the 
degrees  and  for  affiliation. 

Camp  Hill.  No.  120. — Recapitulation  incorrectly  filled  out,  no  given 
name  to  one  member. 

Felix  No.  124. — Neither  heading  nor  date  A.  L.  filled  out,  initials 
used. 

MoBTiMEB  RiJEDEB  No.  126.— Two  years— for  1883  no  date  to  Sub- 


18^1      GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.         51 

pensioM  N.  P.  D.,  for  1884  recapitulation  improperly  filled  out  and 
not  according  to  directions. 
AH  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  PORTER, 
ALISON  C.  UPCHURCH, 
DAVID  L.  PEEL, 

Gomujittee. 

POSTPONED. 

The  report  on  the  resolutions  to  district  the  State 
and  appoint  Lecturers,  as  they  appear  in  the  Proceed- 
ings of  1883,  on  page  35,  was  postponed  until  the  An- 
nual Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  December 

1885. 

Brother  Daniel  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
oil  Finance,  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was 

adopted. 

TO  SELL  BONDS. 

^wxf,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Permanent  Trust  Fund  of  this 
"'^^d  Lodge,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  sell,  at  an  early 
%» the  U.  8.  4J  per  cent.  Bond,  and  tuoo  of  the  U.  S.  4  per  cent. 
*ooda,  now  held  by  them,  all  of  the  denomination  of  one  thousand 
^^Hatb,  and  invest  the  proceeds  in  Alabama  Bonds,  Class  A. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans  offered  a  resolution  pro- 
posing the  following  questions  to  the  Lodges  of  this 
^^diction,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted  : 

QUESTIONS  TO  LODGES. 

^«oW,  That  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary  shall  forward  to  each 
*^«  within  this  jurisdiction  a  printed  sheet  containing  the  following 
^l^eations,  and  that  the  said  lodges  be  required  to  answer  the  same, 
Mid  Bend  the  answers  up  with  their  annual  Returns  to  the  next  and 
^h  wcceeding  Grand  Lodge— 

How  many  members  have  yon? 

How  many  of  them  are  Ministers  of  the  Gospel? 

^^  ^ues  do  you  charge  ? 


62  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1884. 

What  amoant  was  collected  during  the  past  year  ? 

Do  yoa  own  the  lodge  ball  or  do  joa  rent  it  ? 

If  owned  by  you  —what  is  its  value  ? 

Is  it  occupied  exclusively  by  the  lodge,  or  does  any  other  body  use  it? 

If  used  by  others,  what  amount  do  you  derive  from  it? 

What  is  the  value  of  your  furniture  ? 

Is  the  Hall  (if  owned  by  you)  and  furniture  insured,  and  for  what 
amount  ? 

Do  you  derive  any  revenue  from  it,  and  how  much  ? 

Have  you  any  fund  in  cash,  or  invested,  and  how  much  ? 

Are  there  any  widows  or  orphan  children  of  deceased  members 
among  you,  and  how  many  ? 

Have  you  spent  anything  in  charity  during  the  year,  and  how  much, 
and  for  what  purpose  ? 

Do  you  send  the  children  to  school  ? 

If  you  rent  your  lodge,  what  do  you  pay  for  it  ? 

POSTPONED. 

The  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  Masonic  Home 
and  College  was  postponed  until  the  first  evening  of  the 
next  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  8 
o'clock. 

Brother  William  Theodore  Atkins,  Grand  Junior 
Warden,  offered  the  following  resolution,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

DISPENSATION  TO  ANNISTON  CONTINUED. 

^Eesdveilf  That  the  Dispensation  to  Anniston  Lodge  No.  443  be  con- 
tinued At  the  request  of  said  lodge,  until  the  next  Annual  Communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted. 

Resob^d,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby  instruct- 
ed to  print  in  the  proceedings  of  this  Communication  the  several  mat- 
ters deferred  from  the  Inst  Communicnlion  to  this,  and  again  deferred 
at  this  Communication  to  the  Consideration  of  the  next  Annual  Com- 
munication. 
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The  foregoing  resolution  includes  the  following  : 

MASONIC  HOME  AND  COLLEGE. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master ,  Officers^  and  Menxbers  of 

the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  to  'whom  was  referred  the  various  resolutions  touching  the 
establishment  of  a  Masonic  Home  in  Alabama,  have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  same  and  have  used  such  diligence  as  its  importance 
demands. 

Your  committee  have  been  able  to  devise  no  plan  for  recommenda- 
tion, for  your  committee  believe  that  to  insure  success  in  so  great  an 
enterprise,  will  require  the  united  and  persistent  effort  of  all  the 
Lodges  and  Masons  in  Alabama.  This  your  committee  do  not  believe 
can  ever  be  accomplished  if  left  to  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
either  lodges  or  Masons.  To  accomplish  the  end  in  view  your  com- 
mittee think  that  an  association  should  be  chartered  by  the  legislature, 
providing  for  the  Grand  Master  as  one  of  the  directors,  and  entitling 
such  Lodges  as  may  pay  a  given  sum  to  proper  representation  therein. 
Such  would  properly  have  to  be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  brethren  learned  in  the  law,  which  your  committee  recom- 
mend. 

Tour  committee  also  think  that  a  tixed  annual  amount  should  be 
raised  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  this  end  they  recommend  that  the 
committee  on  Jurisprudence  be  required  to  prepare  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution  whereby  each  Lodge  may  be  taxed  per  capita,  in 
such  sum  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Tour  committee  further  recommend  that  the  committee  on  Juris- 
prudence also  prepare  and  submit  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  further 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  requiring  each 
Lodge  to  send  up  to  the  Grand  Lodge  annually,  with  its  other  returns, 
one-third  of  the  amount  received  by  each  Lodge  for  conferring  the 
several  degrees. 

Your  committee  are  aware  that  these  recommendations  may  be 
esteemed  vexatious  delays,  but  in  a  matter  of  such  great  importance, 
and  also  so  much  desired  by  every  Mason  within  this  jurisdiction, 
every  step  taken  ought  to  be  taken  with  care  and  proper  circumspec- 
tion. Too  many  of  such  undertakings  have  failed  because  of  too 
great  haste.  We  cannot  expect  much  to  result  in  our  day,  but  with 
proper  care  and  prudence  we  may  lay  the  loundation  for  a  Temple 
dedicated  to  charity,  which  will  shower  blessings  on  untold  genera- 
tions. 
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Yor  r  committee  pray  to  bo  discharged  from  further  consideration 
of  the  subject.  P.  J.  PILLANS, 

JOS.  H.  JOHNSON, 
JAS.  A.  BILBRO, 
LEWIS  W.  TURPIN, 
Committee. 

TO   DISTRICT  THE   STATE  A\D   APPOINT   LECTURERS. 

Resolijed,  1.  That  the  masonic  jurisdiction  of  this  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  bo  divided  into  four  Districts,  and  that  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  blaster,  and  his  successors  in  oflSce,  shall  appoint  one 
Lecturer  in  each  of  said  districts,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  verify  the 
work  in  his  district. 

2.  That  the  lecturers  so  appointed  shall  produce  certificates  from 
the  Chairmpn  of  the  C'Ommitteo  on  Work,  certifying  that  they  are 
fully  competent  to  exemplify  the  work. 

3.  That  the  subordinate  lodges  composing  the  several  districts 
shall  pay  the  expenses  of  the  lecturer,  whenever  they  may  desire  his 
services. 

Brother  Lewis  W.  Turpin  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

TVVO  BLANKS  TO  BE  SENT. 

Resolveflf  That  the  Grand  Secretarj*  be,  and  hois  hereby, instructed 
to  send  to  the  secretiiry  of  each  of  the  subordinate  lodges  working 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  two  blank  Grand  Lodge 
Returns— instead  of  one— as  is  now  his  custom. 

ON  LKWE   OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  Story  Foster,  from  the  Committee 
on  Ijeave  of  Absence,  made  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

INSTALLATION   OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Brother  Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  P.  G.  M.,  installed 
the  newly  elected  Grand  Master,  who  then  installed 
the  other  Grand  Officers. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  as 
a  Special  Committee  to  make  terms  with  the  Bail- 
roads: 

SPECIAL   COMMrrTEE. 

Philip  C.  Candidns,  Mobile, 

Henry  Clark  Davidson,  Montgomery, 

William  Theodore  Atkins,  Selma. 

The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  as  the  appointed  Grand  Officers  and  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

William  Yates  Titcomb Anniston. 

John  W.  Pnrifoy Snow  ffill. 

John  DeLoach Monroeville. 

Samnel  K.  McSpadden Centre. 

William  G.  Cochrane Tuscaloosa. 

MASONIC    JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

Henry  Clay  Armstrong Opelika. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins. Montgomery. 

George  Dashiell  Norris,  M  D New  Market. 

WORK. 

James  M.  Brandidge Decatnr. 

Bobert  J.  Redden Moscow. 

Angus  M.  Scott Ozark. 

WiUiam  WaUace  Mc^Uum Briarfield. 

James  Andrew  Bilbro Tuskegee. 
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MINUTES   READ. 

There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Annual  Communi- 
cation, the  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CI/)SED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother  Wil- 
liam Carey  Bledsoe,  the  Sixty-Fourth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and 
its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was  closed  in  Ample  Form, 
and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  Gavel  fell  at  20  minutes 

to  10  o'clock. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  SECRETAEY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


H.  W.  GxtAND  LODQE  OF  ALABAMA, 

In  Accom\i  u^tffc  DANIEL  SA  TRE, 

Orand  Secrdary. 
1883.  CR. 

1^.     5.    By  Dnes  at  this  Grand  Communication.  $3,625  00 

Cash  received  for  Charters     70  00 

Branchville  No.  433 

Ware  No.  435 

10.  Amount  of  Continp^ent  Fund 900  00 

LODGE  DUES. 

15.  By  Dues  from  Courtland  No.  37,  for  *82  7  50 

•'    Fellowship  No.  172 16  00 

17.  "        **    Fulton  No.  98 9  50 

1884. 

Jan.   18.  "        "    Korence  No.  14 22  00 

31.  "        "    Alabama  No.  3 23  00 

Feb.  23.  '*        **  Pleasant  Hill  No.  321. . .  12  00 

Mar.  21.  "        '*  Mount  Zion     «*    304...  15  00 

April    8.  •«        "  Havana            «*    123...  13  00-      118  00 

1884.  DISPENSATIONS. 

Feb.    21.    By  Dispensation  for  Forney  No.  440. .  35  00 

July    10.  "  *'    Lasker    *•    441..  35  00 

17.  "  "    Bethlehem  No.442  35  00 

Aug,     4.  "  "    Anniston  No.  443  35  00 

20.  "  "    AllsboroNo.  444.  35  00-$    175  00 

By  proceedings  sold 1  25 

amount  received  for  property  in 

Marion 150  00 

amount  received  for  Certificates. ..  81  50 

««  "  "   Digests 30  00-      11150 

35,150  75 
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1883.  DR. 

Deo.   10.    To  amount  paid  Grand  TrcaHarer $3,625  00 

"        "      Grand  Trcanurer. ...        70  00 

"        **     Negro  labor 22  85 

1884. 

To  amount  paid  for  printing,  &c 554  30 

"        "      Po>t  Office  bills 81  75 

"        "      Gas  bills 38  40 

**        "      Expressage 3  25 

Nov.   26.    To  cash  paid  Grand  Treasurer 755  20— $5,15) 

Montgomery,  December  1,  1884. 

DANIEL  SAYBE, 

Grand  Secretai 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


fnjjAM  H.  DmoLKT,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  accowrd  wn^  (hB  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

DB. 

3.     To  balance $    839  70 

10.  Beceived  from  Ghrand  Secretary 3,625  00 

**           "        '*           *•         ....  70  00 
1884 

■or.  26.                 "           «        «i            ..         ....  755  20— $5,289  90 

1883  GB. 

Dee.    5.     By  Ck>m.  on  Work,  M.  J.  Greene. .  .28  34  00 

Com.  on  Work,  W.W.  MoCullum.29  32  00 

Grand  Chaplain 30  25  OG 

Com.  on  Work,  A.  M.  Soott 31  50  00 

Com.  on  Appeals,  W.  Y.  Titcomb.  32  25  00 

6.  Com.  on  Work,  J.  M.  Bnindridge.  33  70  00 
Com.  on  Correspondence 34  200  00 

7.  Grand  Tiler 35  50  00 

Gntnd  Steward,  J.  W.  Martin ...  36  25  00 

Grand  Steward  Account 37  21  00 

10.            Grand  Treasurer 38  150  00 

13.  Grand  Secretary 39    1,000  00 

14,  Bent 40  80000 

Contingent  Fund -.41  900  00 

1884 

hn.     4.           Grand  Steward,  C.  A.  Allen 42  25  00 

loT.  10.           Permanent  Trust  Fund,  see  Pro- 
ceedings 1883,  p.  60 966  77 

26.           Grand  Master 43  20  00— $4,393  77 

1.  Balance  on  hand 896  13 


$5,289  90 
jfosrroosocBT,  AiiA.,  Dec.  1, 1884. 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasurer. 


$ 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  FEB 

NENT  TRUST  FUND. 


Tbubtbes  of  Pehmanskt  Tbust  Fund, 

In  accouTd  uoilk  ORAXD  LODGE  OF  ALAB 

1883  DB. 

Dec.    3.    To  balance $   233  15 

1884  Interest  on  $3,900  U.  S.  4  per  cent. 

registered  bonds. 156  00 

Interest  on  $1,000  U.  S.  4A  per  cent 

registered  bonds 45  00 

Interest  on  $1,200  U.  S.  4  per  cent. 

coupon  bonds— January 12  00 

Interest  on  $3,100  Ala.  3  per  cent. 

coupon  bonds— January 46  50 

Interest  on  $5,600  Ala.  3  per  cent. 

coupon  bonds — July 84  00 

Received  from  $1,200  U.  S.  coupon 

bonds 1,474  50 

Bececeived  from  Grand  Treasurer 

(see  Proceedings  1883,  p.  60) 966  77— $3, 

1884  CB. 

Jan.  By  paid  for  $2,000  Ala.  bomls 1,620  00 

July  Paid  for  $50(»  Ala.  bonds 417  50 

Nov.  15.         Paid  for  $1,000  Ala.  bonds 793  75 

Balance  on  hand 186  67— $3 

Montgomery,  Aul,  Dec.  1,  1884. 

Herewith  find  statement  of  the  condition  of  Permanent 

Fond.   In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Commit 

Finance,  wo  have  sold  the  $1,200  coupon  U.  S.  bonds  and  ii 

the  proceeds  in  Alabama  State  bonds.    Wo  have  also  had  $C 

Stale  bonds  re(;istered. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY. 

Truj 


'O* 


(I 


n 
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PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  THE  FUND. 

^^<rf  Bands-  No. 

^-  8.  loan  of  1891,  H  per  cent 6760  $1,000  00— $1,000  00 

of  1907.  4  per  cent 68214  1,000  00 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 68215  1,000  00 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 37186  1,000  00 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 36940         600  00 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 40884         100  00 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 40883         100  00 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 78320         100  00 

of  1907,  4  per  cent 78321         100  00— $3,900  00, 

Ala.  loan  of  1906,  3  per  cent. No.  9     .        622  1,000  00 

of  1906,  3  per  cent.    779     . .       623  1,000  00 

of  1906,  3  per  cent.  2862     . .       624  1,000  00 

"    of  1906,  3  per  cent.  3316     . .       625  1,000  00 

"       •«    of  1906,  3  per  cent.  3901     . .       626  1,000  00 

"      "    of  1906,  3  per  cent    g^^  [  . .      627  1,000  00— $6,000  00 

Jotqxm  Bonds — 
Alabama  loan  of  1906— Class  "A.". . . .     6271         500  00 

"  "    of  1906  "       8769         100  00—     600  00 


**      u 

ti  (I 

((  l( 

It  It 

[a.  loa] 

«  « 

it  ft 


$11,500  00 
Cash 186  67 


Annoal  interest,  $399  00.  $11,686  67 
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REPORT  ON  FINANCK 


To  (he  M.  W,  Qrand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

•  Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  care- 
fully examined  the  financial  reports  of  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary 
and  the  B.  W.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  them  oorrect. 

From  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find  that  he  received 
at  your  last  Annual  Communication — 

For  dues $3,625  00 

Dues  received  since  that  time 118  00 

Making  amount  of  dues  received  during  the  year. . .  .$3,743  00 

Received  for  proceedings  sold : $  125 

"        **    property  in  Marion 150  00 

"        "    certificates 81  50 

**        **    Digests  sold  (due  Trust  Fund) 30  00 

**        "    2  charters  (due  Trust  Fund) $    70  00 

"        "    5  Dispensations  (due  Trust  Fund).     175  00—  245  00 
Contingent  Fund  appropriated  at  last  Communi- 
cation   900  00 

Making  a  total  of $5,150  7^ 

Which  he  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers  as 

follows : 

To  Grand  Treasurer $4,450  20 

For  Contingent  expenses  during  the  year  on 

proper  vouchers  submitted  to  us 700  55 —    $5,150  IS 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer  had  on  hand  at  your  last  Annu- 
al CommuDication  a  balance  of $    839  70 

Since  that  time  he  has  received  from  the  Grand  Secretary.  4,450  20 

Making  a  total  of $5,289  90 

And  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers $4,393  77 

Leaving  in  his  hand  at  commencement  of  present  Commu- 
nication   $   896  13 


1884.1 
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Ainonnt  brought  up S 

Add  ostinmtetl  receipts  from  duPH  for  year  end- 
inj:;  December  1st,  18b5  (based  ou  last  year's 

receipts)     $3,7(K)  00 

Buck  Dues  sny  (last  yAr  they  were  SI  18.) 100  00 

Charters,  Dispensations,  Ac,  say  (last  2   yeai*s 
they  amounted  to  S'ilo  each  year) 200  00 


81)(J  13 


Making  estimated  receipts, 


$      4,000  00 


Or  a  total  of, 


Of  this  amount  your  Committee  recommend  the 
following  appropriations  to  defray  current  ex- 
penses : 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary  for  last  year $1 

'*      "      **       Trciisurer  for  last  year 

Grand  Tiler  for  this  communication 

Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence  

Grand  Chaplain,  this  Communication   

Chairman  Committee  on  Susjjensions,  Expul- 
sions, and  Appeals 

Kent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall 

Contingent  Fund  for  Grand  Secretary 

Grand  Master  for  Contingent  Expenses 

•^dam  R.  Baker's  bill  of  expenses  aboirt  Grand 
Lodge  this  Communication  as  per  bills  pre- 
sented  

Permanent  Trust  Fund  for  2  charters.  .$  70  00 

^  dispensations 175  00 

Sale  of  Digests 30  00 

Making  amount  due  Trust  Fund  

^^penses  of  your  Grand  Junior  Warden 
Attending  Funeral  of  Brother  Wood . . 


,000  (H) 

150  00 

50  00 

200  00 

25  00 

25  00 

800  00 

900  00 

200  00 

38  45 


Total  uppropriation. 

^vingon  estimated  balance  of. 


$      4,^00  13 


275  00 
12  80 

$ 

3,676  25 

$ 

1,219  88 

^i*d,  as  the  appropriations  made  last  year  were  not  consumed  by 
^»oni  $400,  and  the  same  appropriations  are  recommended  above, 
''^owing^  as  we  think,  that  the  balance  estimated  to  be  in  hand  or 
^^ftilable  will  not  be  needed  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  current 


5 
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year,  we    recommend  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $900  be 
made  to  tbc  Permanent  Trust  Fund. 


PERMANENT  TRUST  FfND. 

Your  committee  Lave  also  examined  the  annnal  report  of  the 
Trustees  of  your  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  and  find  that  at  date  of  last 

report  they  had  nn  unexpended  balance  of $      233  15 

They  have  collected  interest  on  bonds  during  the  year 343  60 

Received  from  Grand  Treasurer,  as  appropriated  by  Grand 

Lod}:»e,  on  page  00  of  last  Proceedings 906  77 

From  sale  of  $1,200  U.  S.  coupon  bond,  as  directed  by 

Grand  Lodge  on  page  6,  of  last  proceedings 1,474  50 

Making $  3,017  92 

Of  this  amount  they  have  paid  for — 
2  Ala.  bonds,  class  ♦•  A"— par  value  $1,000,  cost.  .$1,620  00 
1     "         «*  "        *«        **        *«  500,    **   ..      417  50 

1     '*        "  "        "        **        "      1,000,    "  ..       793  75—2.83125 

Leaving  balance  cash  on  hand $    186  67 


CONDITION  OF  PERMANENT   TRUST  FUND. 

1  U.  S.  4 J  per  cent,  bond,  par  value $  1,000  00 

3  ««    4      **      •*         **         **         **     3,000  00 

1      ««    4      ««       ««        ««        *«         **     500  00 

4  "4      ««       «<        "         "        "     400  00 

Making  of  U.  S.  bonds $    4,900  00 

6  Alabama  bonds,  class  "  A,"  par  value $  6,000  00 

1  tt  a  it  an         tt     500  00 

1  <«  «<  ««         t*      it        tt    100  00 

Making  of  Alabama  bonds $    6,600  00 

Oratotal  of $11,500  00 

All  above  bonds  (except  $000  of  Alabama)  have  been  properly  reg- 
istered nm  directed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  last  annual  commonicatioii, 
page  61. 
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The  Stafe  of  Alabama  having  made  no  provision  for  roRiRtering 
^ndsof  less  aggregate  amount  than  $1,000,  accounts  for  the  $000, 
above  alladed  to,  not  being  registered. 

The  pwiiium  on  the  U.  S.  bonds  and  the  discount  on  the  Alabama 
hcmls  is  «o  Dearly  eqaal  as  to  make  no  raateriul  change  in  the  gross 
^moDDtas  given  above.  Hence,  no  statement  of  premiuins  and  dis- 
boards  are  made. 

In  this  connection,  however,  we  would  say,  that,  in  1H8()  the  rate 
of  interest  on  the  Alabama  bonds,  now  belonging  to  your  Permanent 
Trust  Fnnd,  will  advance  one  per  ceiU.f  when  the   market  value  of  snid 
bonds  will,  no  doubt,  increase  from  8  to  10  per  cent.,  and  the   mar- 
ket value  of  your  Tnist  Fund  will  exceed  its  (uj/jretjate  par  vnlnc. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  note  the  steady  and  rapid  growth  of  this 

Fund,  and  we  look  with  no  less  pleasure  than  pride  to  the  time,  iu  the 

Dear  futnr**,  when,  with  this  fund  properly  husbanded,  the  (rrand 

Xodge  will  not  only  have  a  home  of  ita  own,  but  will  be  able  to  re- 

L'eve  from  dues  all  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  at  the  same 

time  defray  all  necessary  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge 

Frateinally  submitted, 

DANIEL  SMITH, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


BY  P.  J.  PILLANS. 


To  the  M.  W,  Grand  Master,  Cfficera,  and  Members, 

•    of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodtje  of  Vie  State  of  Alabama : 

Yonr  committee  on  correspondeDce  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  such  Grand  Lodges  as  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  it.  We  are  happy  in  stating  that  but  one  is  absent.  We 
liare  tried  to  obtain  this,  New  Mexicb,  but  thus  far  without  success. 
Bhoold  it  come  to  hand  before  it  be  too  late  for  the  printer  it  will 
be  forwarded  to  Grand  Secretary  for  insertion. 

ARKANSAS. 

The  Forty-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  the  27th  November,  1883,  with  Grand  Master 
^^an  H.  Boots  in  the  East,  and  representatives  from  271  lodges 
present.  There  are  357  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  with  a  member- 
siup  of  some  11,000.  We  cannot  say  whether  there  was  a  loss  or  gain 
<}QriDg  the  year,  but  the  number  lost  from  suspensions  and  expulsions 
Reaches  the  enormous  figure  of  815,  and  of  these  349  were  for  non- 
Payment  of  dues.  Of  the  condition  of  the  Graft,  however,  the  Grand 
Master,  who  visited  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  lodges,  says  : 

An  examination  of  the  record  made  by  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of 
^bis  jurisdiction  during  the  year  just  closing  affords  the  Fratc  rnity 
^Hiple  reason  for  felicitation  Congratulations  are  deserved,  because 
^bere  has  been  more  zeal  to  improve  in  Masonry,  than  to  increase  the 
^timber  of  Masons.  Congratulation k  are  deserved,  because  so  many 
^f  the  dormant  and  non-affiliates  have  been  awakened  to  an  apprcci- 
'^tion  of  active  work  in  Masonry.  Congratulations  are  deserved, 
because  notwithstanding  it  has  not  been  a  year  of  Bpocial  financial 
I>ro->perity,  there  has  been  an  unusual  number  of  new  edifices  com- 
tcienced  or  dedicated  to  Masonry.  Congratulations  are  deserved, 
because  there  has  been  an  almost  universal  exhibition  of  emulation, 
Without  bitterness,  and  a  hearty  striving  to  see  who  can  best  work 
Uud  best  agree.    Congratolations  are  deserved,  because  the  standard 


70  APPENDIX.  [1884. 

of  morality  rcqnisite  for  Admission  has  been  elevated,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  teinporance,  and  every  other  social  and  moral  virtue,  essential 
to  purity  of  life,  is  being  more  and  more  imperatively  iocnlcated  and 
demanded  by  the  Arkansas  Masonic  Fraternity.  Surelj*  it  will  for- 
ever be  one  of  the  most  proud  and  joyful  memories  of  my  life,  that 
in  the  year  1883  I  was  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  Arkansas. 

With  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Master  we  generally  agree,  yet  we 
do  not  think  him  correct  in  his  twentieth,  although  the  yery  able 
committee  on  jurisprudence,  with  P.  G.  M.  English  at  its  head,  in 
their  report  re-enunciate  the  proposition.     We  give  the  decision  : 

20.  A  vote  authorizing  the  granting  of  a  dimit,  does  not  constitute 
a  dimittal.  If,  therefore,  a  brother  who  has  been  voted  a  dimit,  de- 
sires to  remain  a  member  of  the  same  lodge,  the  lodge  at  any  time 
previous  to  the  actual  issuance  of  the  dimit.  can  by  a  simple  vote 
continue  the  brother  a  member.  But  after  the  dimit  l^s  been  actu- 
ally executed  and  delivered,  the  brother  can  notbecomt:  a  member  of 
the  Lodge  without  a  regular  application  and  affiliation. 

Our  view  is  that  the  dimit  having  been  granted  by  the  Lodge,  and 
mode  a  part  of  the  record,  cannot  be  revoked  by  the  Lodge.  Sup- 
pose a  Brother  asks  a  dimit,  moves  to  a  distant  part,  after  a  time  re- 
turns to  remain  in  his  old  home,  the  certificate  not  however  having 
been  issued  through  the  negligence  of  the  secretary,  will  it  be  conten- 
ded that  the  Lodge  may  cancel  its  artion  and  collect  the  accumulated 
dues?  A  certificate  of  dimit  is  only  the  e\idence  of  the  action  oj 
the  Lodge,  and  a  proper  passport  to  the  broth*  r  holding  it. 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  before  it  a  proposition  to  have  its  Lodgef 
most  excellently  officered,  or  hamstrung,  one.  The  resolution  is  be 
low,  to  be  acted  upon  at  the  next  communication  : 

Rfijiolveti,  That  no  member  of  any  lodge,  subordinate  to  this  Granc 
Lodge,  shall  be  eligible  to  be  elected  to  tho  office  of  Worshipfu 
Master  of  any  such  subordinate  Lodge,  unless  he  be  an  actual  Pas 
Master,  or  is  the  jwssessor  of  a  certificate  signed  by  the  Kight  Wor 
shipfiil  Grand  Lecturer,  or  some  one  of  tlie  Right  Worshipful  iJistric 
Deputy  Grand  Miisters  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  or  by  three  uctuid  Pas 
Masters  of  subordinate  Lodges;  which  certificate  shall  state  that  sacl 
member  has  been  examined  and  found  thoroughly  C4ipabie  of  pel 
forming  the  duties  appertaining  to  said  office  of  Worshipful  Master. 

Grand  Master  Roots  declining  a  re-electionBrother  John  J.  Sumptc 
was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Fay  Hempstead,  Gran 
Secretary. 

Brother  George  E.  Dodgci  made  the  report  on  correspondenc 
reviewing  Alubamu  for  IHS2.  In  this  he  pays  a  feeling  tribute  to  oi 
lamented  predecessor.   Brother  Beers,  quoting  l*ast   Grand  Mast 
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Cobb's  words  of  grief  and  sympathy  in  conveying  the  intelligence  to 
the  Grand  Lodge.     Of  the  business  of  our  Grand  Lodge  he  says  : 

Besides  the  initiatory  steps  towards  the  establishment  of  a  "Masonic 
Home  and  College,"  (which  may  the  Lord  protect,  as  we  have  found 
from  experience  that  finite  aid  in  such  enterprises  is  conspicuous  for 
its  absence),  little  was  done  beyond  the  ordinarj'  routine,  and  the 
recognition  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona. 

This,  because  St.  John's  College  has  ceased  to  be  supported  and  is 
about  to  be  sold  to  provide  a  homo  for  the  Grand  Lodge. 

ARIZONA. 

The  Second  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Ter- 
Titory  was  held  on  November  13th,  1884,  with  the  Grand  Master,  John 
Taber  Alsap,  in  the  East,  and  representative  from*four  Lodges,  There 
are  yet  but  five  Lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  young  sister, 
embracing  355  members,  having  increased  fifty  daring  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  peace  and  prosperity  reigned 
among  the  Lodges,  but  few  questions:  had  been  asked  of  him,  and 
these  were  readily  answered  by  reference  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge.  No  Dispensation  for  the  opening  or  forming  of  a  new 
Lodge  had  been  applied  for. 

We  very  much  doubt  the  propriety  of  stretching  the  prerogative  of 
the  Grand  Master  so  much  as  to  grant  a  Dispensation  to  re-ballot  upon 
the  petition  of  a  rejected  candidate.  Yet  this  was  exercised  twice  by 
oar  M.  W.  Brother,  by  which  he  was  placed  in  an  awkward  position, 
as  he  himself  tells. 

During  the  year  I  have  printed  two  dispensations  to  re-ballot  upon 
the  petition  of  rejected  candidates  for  the  degrees.  In  both  cases  it 
Vhs  certified  to  me  that  the  petition  for  dispensation  was  voted  for 
imanimously  in  the  Lodge  petitioning.  Yet  in  one  of  the  cases  the 
C'tndidate  was  rejected  upon  there-ballot  and  under  the di-spensation. 
The  rejection  was  doubtless  caused  by  votes  of  brethren  not  piesent 
when  the  dispensation  was  prayed  for.  I  am  now  of  the  opinion  that 
such  dispensation  should  not  bo  granted  unless  it  be  made  to  appear 
to  the  satisftiction  of  the  Grand  Master  that  every  member  of  the 
Lodge  had  voted  for  the  petition  on  secret  ballot  :  and  this  opinion 
would  have  governed  me  in  any  subsequent  application  for  dispensa- 
tion tor  that  purpose.  Indeed,  I  am  a  little  in  doubt  whether  a  dis- 
pensation ought  ever  to  be  granted  for  that  purpose.  It  certainly 
ought  not  unless  all  of  the  brethren  of  the  Lodge  desire  it,  which  can 
only  be  ascertained  by  a  clear  ballot. 

He  recommends  lodges  to  require  no  fee  for  afiiliation,  and  thinks 
this  would  lessen  the  number  of  non  affiliates.     This  we  doubt. 
Thirty-six  Grand  Lodges  had  recognized  this  Grand  Lodge. 
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This  Grand  Lodp;o  hns  very  early  taken  stops  in  the  direction  of  a 
Widows'  nnd  Or|)han8'  fnud,  which,  if  persisted  in  for  a  very  few  years 
will  prove  of  immense  benefit.  The  scheme  is  simple,  yet  practica- 
ble.    Wo  give  it  entire  : 

Yonr  committee,  appointed  to  report  to  this  (Irand  Lodtje  the  liiost 
feasible  method  of  creating  a  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,  having  ex- 
amined and  considered  the  various  methods  adopted  by  sister  Grand 
Lodges,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows,  viz  : 

Amend  Part  I,  Article  VIII,  Section  4,  of  the  Constitution,  by  in- 
serting— 

**For  each  Master  Mason  borne  on  its  roll  at  the  date  of  its  annual 
report,  the  sum  of  titty  cents,  which  amount  sliall  bn  ])laced  to  the 
credit  of  a  fund  to  be  known  as  the  *  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,' 
and  shall  be  used  only  in  the  manner  hereinafter  ])rescribed.** 

Amend  Part  II,  of  the  Constitution,  by  adding  thereto  as  follows, 
viz  : 

**Article  VI,  Section  1.  The  (irand  Master,  D«'puty  Grand  Master, 
and  (^rand  S(;cn-tary  shall  constitute  a  IJiuird  ot  'J'rusti.es  ;  and  it  shall 
be  their  duty  to  invest  all  mnne\s  In  Ionising  to  said  lund,  in  Territo- 
rial, County  or  other  iirst-class  sfcureties,  and  report  the  condition 
of  said  fund  ut  each  annual  session  ot  this  Grand  Li>dge. 

**Sec.  2.  All  moneys  invested  and  all  serureties  Vn-ionging  to  said 
fund  shall  be  deposited  and  ri'iDain  in  the  custcxly  of  the  Grand  Treas- 
urer, and  he  shail  be  responsible  for  tln.^  saiiie  under  his  ollieii.l  bnud. 

**Sec.  3.  No  moneys  shall  bi-  exp.indfd  «nit  i»f  said  fund  until  live 
annual  payments  shaiJ  have  been  m;ul.>  th»'r«'to." 

We  believe  that  the  abo\e  will,  if  adopted,  b<^  found  sufficient  for 
the  present.  If  the  said  fund  be  allowed  to  uciMiuiul  ite  for  live  years, 
it  will  be  large  enougli  to  be  of  servicir  and  a  cr(?dit  to  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

Which  was  adopted  and  became  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

This  Grand  Loilge  rejects  the  <loetrine  of  ])erpetu:il  jurisdiction, 
but  is  willing  to  take  the  c;>8t-r)rt'  rt^uvih  ashlers  <»t  other  jurisdietious, 
and  work  them,  if  possibh-,  into  perfect  ones. 

Bro.  Alonzo  Hailey  was  I'lected  (iniud  M.ister,  and  brother  Gwrvjc 
J.  Koskriige,  (irand  Secretary. 

If  we  had  space  we  wouhl  like  very  nruclj  to  rfpro<luce  the  oration 
of  worthy  brother  James  Albert  Zabri.skie,  but  we  iMnoot  r^•si^»t  copy- 
ing a  portion.  This  was  written  and  driivered  before  the  promul- 
gation of  the  famous  encystical  leiti-r  ot  thr  present  l\>pe  Leo,  recol- 
loct.     It  reads  almost  like  a  counter  blast 

The  formation  of  brotherhfM>ds  was  the  ti»>it  cherk  to  irr«'Sponsiljlo 
power,  and  the  freedom  of  th<)ughi  «  nenuia;^!  "l  by  hariuony  ot  net  ion 
and  mutual  df.sire,  aroused  a  spirit  of  inciuirv,  stimuliitd  Investiija- 
tion,  encouraged  mental  culture,  an<l  tlni**  p.i'V«.':l  tin-  way  f«ir  discov- 
eries in  science  and  the  arts,  ami  all  the  bem  I'lciai  rcNults  which  tlow 
from  careful  delilieration  and  re.search. 

This  practicable  principle  being  recognized  and  established,  natn- 
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rally  awakened  a  keen  interest  in  the  minds  of  men,  and  the  rapid  in- 
crease in  numbers,  and  the  growing  intinence  of  iis  adherents  at  last 
produced  a  marked  effect  upon  the  governments  of  the  earth,  f^d 
gradnalh'  molded  law  and  literatme  into  a  spirit  of  magnanimity  tem- 
pered with  mercy.  The  growth  of  such  a  power  could  not  escape  the 
vision  and  can.'ful  inspection  of  governmont'il  rulers,  and  as  all  primi- 
tive governments  were  founded  upon  the  religious  sentiment,  the  ear- 
ly struggles  of  Masonry  constitute  a  history  of  combat  with  ecclesias- 
tical dogma. 

The  records  of  these  long  years  of  arduous  and  unremitting  oppo- 
sition by  every  species  of  religious  creed  and  political  power,  present 
for  the  consideration  of  the  careful  student  of  history,  a  spectacle  of 
sublime  resignation,  determined  perseverance,  and  the  most  remark- 
able exhibitions  of  heroic  sacrifice.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  the 
baneful  effects  of  the  successful  assaults  upon  the  early  efforts  of  the 
Masonic  brotherhood. 

It  is  beyond  all  human  calculation  to  compute  the  benefits  to  man- 
kind which  have  resulted  irom  the  pei-sistent  efforts  and  stern  inieg- 
rity  of  the  founders  of  this  ori.'anization.  Passing  its  probationary 
period  at  a  time  when  every  principle  of  justi-e  was  aroused,  when 
man  was  a  slave  and  the  rulers  alone  had  rights  ;  when  political  gov- 
ernment was  merely  an  attendant  upon  the  supreme  authority  of 
Church  ;  when  civil  governors  were  the  servants  of  priests  :  when  the 
thnnder-4  of  ecclesiastical  power  reverberated  throughout  the  world, 
and  all  temporal  power  crouched  at  the  feet  of  clerical  dominion,  in 
abject  sul^msssion  ;  what  a  mighty  work  was  here  to  be  accomplished, 
and  what  f;iarful  consequences  wore  to  be  entailed  upon  mankind  by 
the  efforts  of  heroic  nien  aad  sterling  advocates  of  humanity,  in  strug- 
gling through  years  of  adversity  and  despair,  against  the  vengeance 
and  vindictive  retribution  of  a  herculean  power  thoroughly  establish- 
ed, and  determined  to  crush,  with  relentless  hand,  the  slightest  op- 
position to  its  authority. 

Let  US  remember  with  grateful  emotions,  that  a  principle  which 
can  survive  the  strugglo  of  barbaric  forces,  the  throes  of  tyrants,  the 
cunning  sophistries  of  astute  and  wily  counsellors,  and  the  concen- 
trated fury  and  hate  of  ecclesiastical  power  and  dominion,  must  be 
uuniortal.  Let  thr*  light  continue  t<)  shine  with  undiminished  splen- 
dor ;  let  its  intiueuco  be  kei)t  pure  and  unsullied,  and  uncontamina- 
ted  bv  unworthy  association  ;  let  its  power  be  felt  ns  of  old  in  the 
councils  of  Kings  and  in  the  humble  walk  of  life.  Thus  will  it  con- 
tinue to  fionrish  for  the  amelioration  of  niankiod,  until  the  darkest 
recesses  of  ign<irance,  and  the  lowest  abyss' of  misery  shall  be  pene- 
trated by  its  light  and  relieved  by  its  charity. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  by  brother  Morris  Gold  water,  and 
is  an  excellent  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges, 
which  had  recognized  his  own.  Wc  assure  the  brtthreu  that  the  rea- 
son  why  Arizona  did  not  appear  in  our  report  reviewed  by  him,  was 
that  having  to  receive  the  proceedings  from  the  family  of  brother 
Beers  so  near  the  period  for  the  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge,  it  was  per- 
haps lost ;  at  any  rate,  wo  had  it  not.     Look,  however  at  our  report 
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last  year,  and  yon  will  find  that  she  shines  as  brightly  as  any  star  in 
onr  galaxy. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Commanication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  British 
Columbia  was  held  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1883.  M.  W.  Brother 
Henry  Brown,  'Irand  Master,  presiding,  and  representatives  from  six 
chartered  lodges  constitute  the  entire  number  in  this  jurisdiction. 
Total  number  of  members,  293  ;  decrease  since  last  report,  2.  From 
the  figures  in  the  recapitulation  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  however,  we 
make  it  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  17. 

The  Grand  Master  evidently  figured  as  we  do,  for  speaking  of  the 
condition  of  the  lodges,  he  says  : 

From  personal  inspection  and  the  reports  of  brethren  who  have 
acted  as  my  Deputies  in  visiting,  I  believe  the  lodges  are  in  better 
condition  than  they  were  one  year  ago.  There  is  an  increase  in  the 
membership,  though  not  large,  and)  I  trust  brethren,  that  with  the 
general  prosperity  which  is  now  being  felt  throughout  the  Province, 
we  as  Masons  may  prosper,  and  that  our  beloved  Order  may  gradu- 
ally, and  if  slowly,  surely  extend  its  branches. 

From  Grand  Secretary's  report,  we  clip  : 

As  previously  expressed  it  would  be  well  if  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Correspondence  could  glean  sufficient  time  in  their  leisure  hours 
to  make  brief  mention  of  the  valuable  matter  contained  in  them  and 
thus  generally  disseminate  our  true  sense  of  gratitude  by  embodying 
such  an  "epitome  of  review"  in  our  Pioceedings  as  would  show' our 
brethren  who  so  kindly  think  of  us  in  all  parts  of  the  world  that  we 
are  not  unmindful  of  their  continuous  courtesy,  and  that  however 
uuablo  we  may  be  to  sufficiently  reciprocate  these  favors,  we  do  at 
least  read  them  and  regard  them  as  valuable  additions  to  our  library. 
Should  the  (committee  referred  to  not  favor  us  this  year  with  a  report 
upon  the  subject  I  trust  the  Grand  liepresentatives  will  be  incited  to 
fill  the  gap  by  sending  us  their  reviews  of  the  Proceedings  sent  from 
their  respective  jurisdictions. 

The  Grand  Secretary  declined  re-election. 

A  \ery  beautiful  and  instructive  sermon  was  delivered  to  the  breth- 
ren by  V.  W.  Bro.  R.  H.  Smith,  Grand  Chaplain,  on  the  24th  June. 
Much  of  it  might  be  extracted  with  advantage,  but  we  will  give  only 
a  paragraph  or  two  :  ^ 

Forbearance  is  also  due  to  others.  The  disposition  to  linger  in  onr 
judgments.  In  case  of  apparent  wrong,  instead  of  forthwith  giving 
judgment,  passi'g  sentence,  and  proceeding  to  tho  execution  of  it; 
it  is  to  linger.  Men  are  not  alike  in  moral  endowment,  therefore  we 
that  are  strong  ought  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  tlie  weak.  How  hard 
it  is  for  a  man  of  robust  health  and  strength  to  put  ap  with  the  pimj 
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efforts  of  a  mere  weAkling.  It  is  not  easy  for  one  possessed  of  keen 
intelligence  to  bear  with  the  stupidity  of  a  dullard.  For  the  same 
reason  it  is  often  a  hard  task  for  a  person  having  a  well  balanced 
moral  nature  to  endnre  the  fruitless  faults  and  sins  of  those  loss  hap- 
pily constituted.  Besides,  we  are  not  out  of  the  reach  of  danger. 
"Brethren,  if  one  be  overtaken  in  a  fault  yo  that  are  spiritual  restore 
Rnch  a  one  in  the  spirit  of  meekness  considering  lest  ye  also  be 
tempted  "  Have  we  resisted  the  keen  edge  of  the  sword  which  has 
pierced  him  ?  Have  we  stood  in  the  battle  where  he  has  fallen  ?  then 
it  is  time  enough  for  us  to  boast.  Our  own  failures,  moreover, 
sliould  soften  the  tongue  of  censi<re.  The  inquiry,  **  He  that  is 
without  sin  amongst  you  let  him  cast  the  first  stone,"  should  arrest 
the  harsh  judgment,  and  hush  the  slanderous  word.  We  must  take 
care  when  we  seize  the  five  hundred  pence  debtor  by  the  throat  that 
there  is  not  in  Heaven's  chancery  ten  thousand  talents  against  us. 

And  again  : 

Hnch  is  the  spirit  of  Masonry.  It  was  born  in  the  heart  of  God. 
Like  the  Penticostal  tire  it  fuses  Parthians  and  Medes,  dwellers  in 
Mesapotamia,  Cret^s  and  Arabians,  Jews  and  Gentiles  into  unity.  O 
that  it  might  burn  more  fiercely  until  the  antagonisms  of  race,  the 
hatreds  of  creed,  and  the  rivalries  of  business  shall  disappear,  and 
the  pure  gold  of  brotherly  love  remain. 

Brother  Edgar  Crow  Baker,  retiring  Grand  Secretary,  was  made 
Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Alexander  R.  Milue,  Grand  Secretary. 

CANADA. 

The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  9th  July,  1885,  with  Grand  Master  Daniel  Spry  on  the 
Throne,  and  representatives  from  292  lodges.  Total  lodges,  350  ; 
menib^^rship,  38.911  ;  gain,  437. 

'The  Grand  Master  delivered  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  ad- 
dress. From  it  wo  h-arn  that  the  difficulty  betwoi  n  this  Grand  Lodge 
and  that  of  England,  because  of  nets  of  lodges  in  Quebec  working 
^nder  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  in  a  f jiir  way  for  proper  and 
peaceful  adjustment.     So  mote  it  ever  be. 

Of  lodges,  or  those  calling  themselves  such  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion and  not  of  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  he  says  : 

^nmerous  applications  have  been  made  to  me  to  be  healed  by  per- 
^na  who  who  have  become  members  of  lodgos  on  the  ro;xistry  of  the 
so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  under  the  irMpressiou  that  they 
^ere  bemg  initiated  into  Masonry.  I  declined  all  such  applications, 
jna  pointed  out  to  tie  partic^s  that  they  wore  not  members  of  the 
«a»onic  Fra«emity  and  could  not  be  re'coirnized  by  any  com])etimt 
^^yonic  authority,  and  while  regretting  that  they  had  been  misled 
ana  defrauded  of  thteir  money,  under  a  mistake  on  their  part,  or 
owing  to  wilful  misrepresentations  on  the  part  of  their  |  roposers, 
the  only  course  open  to  them  if  they  desire  to  become  Masons  in  this 
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Province  is  to  make  application  by  petition  to  one  of  the  regularly 
warranted  lodges  on  the  register  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  if  the  bal- 
lot should  prove  favorable  they  could  then  be  initiated  into  Masonry. 
Several  have  followed  the  advice  given  them,  and  in  one  locality  all 
the  members  of  one  of  these  illegal  bodies  made  application  indi- 
vidually to  a  proper  lodge,  and  have  been  balloted  for,  accepted  and 
initiated. 

Persons  who  are  not  Freemasons,  and  who  desire  to  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Fraternity,  should  be  careful  to  ascertain  that  they  are 
really  applying  to  a  Masonic  Lodge,  because  there  are  two  bodies  in 
this  Province  calhng  themselves  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  of  Ontario,  that  are  not  recognized  as  such  by  legitimate 
Masons.  One  of  these  is  composed  of  respectable  colored  men,  and 
has  or  had  its  G.  Ea^t  in  Windsor,  and  of  which  George  Reeves  is  or 
was  Grand  Master. 

He  thinks  it  premature  to  recognize  the  various  new  Grand  Lodges 
which  have  sprung  into  existence  in  countries  where  Grand  Orients 
hold  sway  until  we  can  have  some  assurance  that  they  have  entirely 
severed  their  allegiance  to  these  Grand  Orients  and  give  evidence 
that  they  have  been  organized  to  stay,  and  adds  :  **We  should  not 
enter  hastily  into  fraternal  relations  with  foreign  bodies  until  we 
fully  understand  the  nature  of  their  organizations." 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Belgium,  estiiblished  in  1832,  is  independent, 
and  only  governs  lodges  of  the  first  three  degrees,  but  that  body  and 
the  (xrand  Orient  of  Holland  have  followed  the  pernicious  example 
of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  and  struck  from  their  constitution  the 
clause  affirming  the  existence  of  God,  the  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.,  and  have 
thus  placed  themselves  outside  the  pale  of  k-gitimate  Freemasonry. 

The  Board  on  Jurisprudence  report  as  to  the  initiation  of  a  candi- 
date who  had  lost  one  of  his  eves  : 

The  Board  are  of  opinion  thit  the  candidate  "should  not  be  de- 
barred the  privilege  of  being  initiat.d,"  that  he  is  **  in  a  condition  to 
receive,  pertorm  and  commuuicute  all  parts  of  the  ceremonies  and 
duties  of  the  order."  That  *  he  has  no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body 
that  renders  him  incapable  of  learning  the  art,  of  serving  his  Master's 
Lord,  and  of  being  mude  a  brother." 

The  committee  on  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  among  other 
things  of  interest,  make  this  remark  : 

The  fact  that  Masons  have  been  railed  upon  frequently  of  late 
years  l«y  various  religi;)us  bodies  to  assist  in  laying  tho  corner  stones 
of  their  churches,  proves  that  prejudices  entertained  against  our 
system  in  past  times  are  being  rapidly  dissipated  by  the  light  of  rea- 
son and  intt'Ui^ence.  Let  this  fact  be  answer  to  those  who  presume 
t  »  coixleiun  what  they  do  not  understiind,  and  are  therefore  umible 
to  appreciate. 
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Brother  Hngh  Murray  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  J.  J. 
Mason,  Grand  Secretary. 
There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

CALIFORNIA. 

M.  W.  Clay  Webster  Taylor,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample  form 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  at  its  Thirty-Fourth  Annual  Commu- 
nication, "With  representatives  present  from  128  Chartered  Lodges, 
and  four  U.  D. 

Whole  number  of  lodges  216— membership,  13,579— gain,  718. 

One  of  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  is,  that  a  lodge  has  n» 
right  to  **  establish  a  contingent  fund  from  receipts  for  rent  of  its 
hall,  if  the  object  is  to  use  such  fund  for  other  purposes  than  those 
of  charity  and  society,"  which,  with  all  the  decisions,  was  referred 
to  the  usual  committee,  who  made  an  elaborate  report  on  all  the  other 
decisions  but  were  silent  as  to  this  one.  We  confess  ourself  at  a  loss 
in  two  particulars;  first,  as  to  what  the  Grand  Master  meant  by  the 
language  used,  and  secondly,  how  the  renting  of  a  hall  dedicated  to 
Masonry,  whether  for  the  **  purposes"  of  "charity"  or  society,  can 
be  tolerated  at  all.  We  are,  therefore,  not  surprised  that  the  com- 
mittee pocketed  the  matter. 

The  Grand  Master  having  been  called  upon  to  appear  on  several 
pubhc  occasions,  and  that,  too,  when  the  general  conclave  of  the  G. 
Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templars  had  called  to  San  Fran- 
cisco a  vast  army  of  Masons,  is  ashamed  of  the  clothing  and  jewels 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  scolds  the  Grand  Lodge  for  their  niggardli- 
ness in  not  providing  **  regalia  and  jewels  befitting  in  texture,  design 
and  beauty  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California." 

Worthy  brother  Henry  E .  Highton,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  a  phil- 
osophical address,  showing  the  extent  and  manner  in  which  Free 
Masonry,  by  its  constitution  and  methods,  helps  society  to  avert  the 
^gers  which  surround  society. 

Brother  Jonathan  Doan  Hines  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and 
brother  Alexander  G.  Abell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Thomas  H.  B.  Anderson  made  the  report  on  correspon- 
dence, which,  as  usual,  was  full,  complete,  exhaustive.  Alabama  for 
1882,  receives  a  full  share  of  his  attention.  He  approves  the  action 
of  our  Grand  Lodge  in  setting  aside  the  decree  of  reprimand  made 
by  one  of  our  lodges  when  the  defendant  had  been  proven  or  found 
S^ty  on  five  specifications,  of  the  grossest  conduct,  and  indefinitely 
suspending  him. 

Of  our  action  referring  the  proposition  for  the  establishment  of  a 
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Masonic  home  to  a  committeo  to  report  a  **  plan,"  &c.,  he  gives  the 
experience  of  California  io  this  -mne  : 

In  our  own  jurisdiction  very  little  interest  has  been  manifested  in 
the  proposed  **  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Home,"  as,  out  of  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  Lodj^es  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred,  only  sixty -seven 
responded  ;  and,  althouj^h  live  hundred  and  eighty-one  widows  and 
orphans  resi  led  within  the  jurisdiction  ot  these  Lod:»e8,  very  few  of 
•thorn  would  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  Home  if  oflFered 
them.  This  report  threw  a  wet  blanket  upon  the  scheme,  and  it  went 
over  until  the  next  Annual  Communication.  We  have  very  little 
faith  in  the  practicability  of  the  idea  in  California. 

We  clip  another  passage  from  his  review  of  Alabama  : 

The  practice  in  Alabama,  with  reference  to  Masons  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  is  similar  to  our  own.  Bro.  Pierson,  of  Min- 
nesota, says  that  requiring  one  who  has  been  suspended,  in  order  to 
rc-inst-ate  himself,  to  pay  all  dues  that  have  accrued  during  his  sus- 
pension, is  an  "anomaly"  and  a  *'new  notion."  To  this  brother 
Pillans  responds  :  —"This  we  do  to  prevent  any  brother  from  paying 
awhile,  leaving  off  awhile,  and  yet,  at  his  will,  putting  himself  in 
standing  when  he  wishes  to  derive  some  benefit  from  the  institution, 
while  he  should  not  have  paid  for  the  privilege."  The  reason  given 
is  a  good  one  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  we  believe  it  better  to  place  the 
grounds  of  our  action  upon  the  broad  principle  that  no  man  shonld 
be  permitted  to  take  advantage  of  his  own  wrong.  The  argument 
that  the  suspended  one  has  enjoyed  none  of  the  benefits  of  Masonry 
during  the  period  of  his  ostracism  is  a  fallacious  one.  The  enjoy- 
ment of  those  benefits  and  privileges  was  a  matter  entirely  within 
his  own  volition.  It  was  his  duty  to  pay  his  dues  regularly  if  he  was 
able  so  to  do;  if  unable,  and  he  had  made  known  the  fact,  he  would 
not  have  been  suspended.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  Lodge  has 
been  subjected  to  loss  by  his  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the 
amount  which,  when  he  signed  its  by-laws,  he  agreed  to  pay,  he 
should  be  required  to  make  the  loss  good  as  a  prerequisite  to  his 
re-instatement. 

We  thank  the  brother  for  his  interpretation  of  our  own  views,  so 
much  better  and  fuller  expressed  by  him  than  by  ourself. 

You  are  all  aware  that  it  is  contended  by  many  that  no  Grand 
Lodge  should  be  recogized  unless  the  entire  of  the  Lodges  within  the 
jurisdiction  should  thereto  agree,  but  we  like  his  view  which  is  curtly 
thus  given  : 

We  are  in  favor  of  the  majority  rule;  otherwise,  one  dissenting 
Lodge,  wedded  to  its  first  allegiance,  might  prevent  the  formation 
of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  a  new  State  or  Territory  for  all  time. 

In  California  any  officer  is  allowed  to  resign,  and  of  this  he  reasons 
as  follows  : 
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The  second  deoision  is,  we  are  aware,  in  accordanco  with  ji^onoral 
isa^'e;  bnt  why  an  iast^illod  officer  may  not  rusi^^n  his  |)(»sition  under 
^rtain  circumstances,  is  u  probh^m  which  wt*  have  never  heen  able  to 
>lTe;Dorhave  we  ever  heirdan  intellij^ent,  or  oven  phiusible,  reason 
hjrach  shoald  be  the  case  It  is  ur<{ed  that  Masters  and  Wardens 
(omise,  apon  their  installation,  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  otiico 
ithfaily,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  during  the  term  for  which  they 
>ve  been  elected.  Granted ;  bnt  suppose  thfty  no  longf'r  have  the 
ili^  to  perform. their  duties;  what  then  V  A  man  may  become  par- 
ried, insane,  or  incapacitated  in  many  ways  from  discharj^ing  tlio 
itieshehas  promised  to  perform;  mast  he  still  retain,  his  office, 
lea  he  can  no  longer  attend  to  a  sinj^^le  duty  appertaining;  thereto? 
le  exigencies  of  business  may  require  an  installed  officer  to  remove 
rmanently  from  the  jurisdiction;  must  he  retain  an  office,  to  tho 
taal  detriment  of  the  Lodge  perhaps,  when  he  cannot  bo  present  to 
.end  to  its  duties?  One  of  tho  tirst  lessons  impressed  upon  our 
nds  as  Masons  is,  that  **  Masonry  is  not  to  interfere  with  our  usual 
ocaUons,  for  these  are  on  no  account  to  be  neglected."  Therefore 
tue  of  the  opinion  that,  when  any  office  of  a  Lodge  finds  that,  for 
y  reason,  be  has  no  longer  the  ability  to  perform  the  duties  Hpper- 
JUug  to  hifi  office,  he  should  be  permitted  to  resign,  and  ailow  some 
eto  be  elected  or  appointed  who  can  do  justice  to  the  position  and 
the  lodge.  We  think  our  California  law  is  a  wise  one,  viz. :  •*  Va- 
ndes  in  office,  either  in  a  Lodge  (  r  in  tho  Grand  Ijodge,  may  occur 

death,   deprivation,     resifjmUion,   reiiwval  from  the    jariwi/c/iou, 
spension,  or  expulsion." 

i^e  had  marked  other  passages  which  we  thought  would  prove  both 
ofitable  and  interesting,  bnt  to  extend  this  report  unnecessarily 
igwoold  tax  too  heavily  our  finances,  and  we  must  reluctantly  part 
th  this  exceedingly  interesting  report,  only  giving  his  concluding 
ngnph  as  a  proof  of  the  writer's  modesty : 

In  India  the  yonng  maiden  fills  a  shell  with  oil,  and  lighting  a  wick 
tbinitsets  it  afloat  upon  the  broad  bosom  of  the  Ganges,  watching 
th  intense  interest  its  wayward  course  as  its  floats  on  freighted  with 
r  prayers  and  messages  of  affection  to  loved  ones  in  the  Spirit 
dd.  We  have  freighted  our  little  bark  and  launched  it  upon  the 
of  Masonic  literature,  with  its  dim  light  burning.  We  shall  anx- 
sly  watch  its  course.  Treat  it  kindly,  and  the  undersigned  will 
rpray;  otherwise  not.  Finally,  my  brethren,  **  may  the  blessings 
Heayen  rest  upon  ns  and  all  regular  Masons  ;  may  brotherly  love 
^ail,  and  every  moral  and  social  virtue  cement  us."     So  mole  it  be. 

CONNECTICUT. 

le  Ninety-Sixth  Annual  Communication  of  tho  Grand  Lodge  in 
State  was  held  on  16th  January,  1884,  with  Grand  Master  Fred  H. 
Iron  in  the  East,  and  representatives  from  110  Lodges,  the  entire 
her  within  the  jurisdiction,  present.  The  membership  numbers 
2,  and  there  was  an  increase  during  the  year  of  231). 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  pertains  almost  entirely  to  mat- 
ters of  local  interest,  yet  we  tiind  him  rebuking  those  too  zealons 
brethren,  if  any  there  be,  who  do  a  little  drumming  for  members. 
All  ?Jasons  may  with  proiit  read  it : 

We  claim  for  onr  institution  that  its  members  came  into  it  of  their 
own  volition.  The  man  should  seek  the  institution,  not  the  institu- 
tion the  man.  We  require  before  his  acceptance  certain  answers  to 
qiieations,  among  which  he  states  that  he  comes  to  us  unbiased  by 
friends,  unintluenced  bv  mercenary  motives,  that  he  freely  and  vol- 
untarilv  offers  himselt  as  a  candidate,  ttc.  Cjin  a  candidate  subscribe 
to  tht'se  questions  after  ho  has  been  labored  with  by  some  brother 
whose  zeal  for  the  institution  will  make  his  friend  give  answers  which 
are  not  true?  A  zealous  brother  is  to  be  commended  when  that  zeal 
is  laudable,  but  when  his  zeal  carries  him  into  the  bv-wavs,  which  is 
too  often  done,  in  search  of  material  for  his  lodge,  it  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  teachings  of  the  institution. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  many  good  men  within  our  Order  who  have 
been  urged  and  solicited  to  become  members,  still  that  does  not  jus- 
tify the  practice  of  soUcitation.  If  we  find  a  worthy  person  desirous 
of  becoming  a  member  of  the  Order,  it  is  our  duty  to  assist  him  by 
every  honorable  means  in  our  power;  but  he  should  first  intimate  in 
some  way  that  such  is  his  desire,  then  the  way  is  open  for  us  to  assist 
him  in  gaining  admission.  Members  of  the  Order  should  frown  down 
this  practice  of  our  over  zealous  brothers,  of  repeated  solicitations 
and  urging  persons  to  become  members  of  the  fraternity.  It  is  not 
a  very  pleasant  position  for  a  member  to  be  placed  in,  to  present  to 
his  lodge  the  name  of  some  person  whom  he  bas  repeatedly  solicited 
to  become  a  member  and  then  have  him  rejected;  but  if  the  party 
comes  of  his  own  volition  and  is  rejected,  there  can  be  no  blame 
attached  to  his  friend  who  proposed  his  name. 

A  draft  of  an  act  of  incorporation  of  a  body  for  the  management 
of  the  Masonic  Charity  Foundation  was  submitted,  but  was  subse- 
quently laid  over  to  the  next  annual  communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  In  the  mean  time  the  fund  grows  slowly,  and  as  brother  J. 
K.  Wheeler,  chairman  of  committee  on  correspondence,  says  : 

And  though  not  accumulationg  as  fast  as  it  might— am/  should — will 
eventually  swell  to  such  magnitude  as  to  be  of  infinite  service.  It  is 
the  constant  dropping  that  wears  away  the  rock;  and  constant  and 
determined  efforts  will  win  confidence  and  success. 

Already,  however,  a  brother  upon  bis  decease  bequeated  to  it  a 
considerable  legacy.  We  find  that  by  the  interest  on  previous  inTest- 
ments,  and  voluntary  contribution  of  the  15, (XK)  Masons  in  Connecti- 
cut, this  fund  had  increased  during  the  year  from  $C,7uy.89  to 
$7,591. li>,  or  fully  $.S81. 

We  find  the  following  resolution  introduced  and  laid  over  to  the 
next  communication  : 
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Resolved,  That  no  lodge  shall  grant  a  dimit  to  any  member  nntil  he 
has  been  accepted  in  another  lodge. 

Bad  move — it  won't  work.  We  tried  it  in  this  jurisdiction  bnt  had 
to  give  it  np.  You  can't  make  a  Mtison  remain  a  member  of  a  Lodge 
after  he  baa  gotten  tired  of  contributing  to  lodge  fund. 

Brother  Dwight  Waugh  was  elected  Grand  Master  and  Brother  Job. 
K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Waugh  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing 
Alabama  for  1882.  From  it  we  give  the  Massachusetts  view  of  the 
*'  new  departure,"  as  it  has  been  called.  Under  Illinois  we  have  given 
one  side,  and  we  now  give  the  other  : 

An  elaborate  report  is  submitted  by  Brother  Charles  Levi  Wood- 
bury in  defence  of  the  action  of  Massachusetts  in  its  legislation  re- 
garding the  higher  degrees  of  masonry.  In  our  last  report  we  briefly 
allnded  to  this  action,  refraining  from  comment,  but  distinctly  assert- 
ing that  such  legislation  should  be  entirely  divested  of  prejudice  to- 
wards those  organizations,  which  are  by  many  considered  without  the 
pale  of  ancient  craft  masonry.  Brother  Woodbury  supports  his  ar- 
guments by  numerous  precedents,  which  we  propose  to  present  for 
our  own  jurisdiction. 

This  is  not  strictly  a  new  question,  and  legislation  has  been  enact- 
ed evan  in  our  own  state,  of  which  our  proceedings  furnish  «vidence 
of  a  conclusive  character.  In  1858  we  find  the  same  matter  was  pre- 
sented, and  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  adopted  : 

"Whereas,  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that 

wme  person  or  persons  are  unlawfully  conferring  in  this  jurisdiction 

certain  degrees  under  the  name  of  masonry,  called  inefahle,  tlierefore, 

'^Htsdi'^df  That  this  Grand  Lodge  repudiates   such  proceeding  as 

nnmasonic 

** Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  matter  and  report  to  this  Grand  Lodge  the  name  or  names  of  any 
masons  so  conferrlnfj  or  recewimj  such  degrees. 

** Resolved,  That  all  members  of  lodges  under  this  jurisdiction  be,  . 
*nd  are  hereby,  prohibited  from  associating  with  expelled  or  clandes- 
tine masons,  from  New  York  or  elsewhere,  in  conferring  any  degrees 
^ed  masonry,  and  any  violator  of  this  resolution  shall  be  expelled  from 
the  privileges  of  masonry." 

The  committee  of  inquiry  consisted  of  Past  Grand  Masters  Wm.  E. 
8*nford  and  David  Clark,  who,  at  the  annual  communication  held  in 
1859,  reported  that  several  members  of  JSt.  John's  Lodge  No.  3,  and 
*JDK  Solomon's  Lodge  No.  7,  had  received  said  ineffable  degrees  in  a 
^ndtsline  and  iUegnl  manner,  when,  after  a  protracted  discussion,  the 
allowing  resolution  was  submitted  und  adopted  : 

**Res(tlved,  That  the  matters  contained  in  the  report  of  Brothers 
Sanford  and  Clark,  charging  that  certain  members  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
f'O-  3,  and  King  Solomon's  Lodge  No.  7,  have  been  guilty  of  unmason- 
*c  conduct  in  conversing  upon  the  subject  of  masonry  with  expelled 
Of  clandestine  made  masons,  and  have  received  certain  degrees  from  said 
clandestike  or  expelled  masons,  be  referred  to  said  lodges,  and  that 
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they  be  directed  to  inqnire  into  the  charges  there  made,  and  take  sad 
action  as  shall  bo  necessary  in  the  premises." 

What  the  result  of  this  reference  was,  we  do  not  know  ;  but  enougli 
has  been  stated  to  show  the  position  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  thai 
time,  and  that  the  authority  was  recognized  as  beinj^  vested  in  th( 
Grand  Lodge  to  legislate  regarding  these  so  called  itieffaiUe  derjrtes. 
Whether  it  was  correct  to  assume  such  authority,  we  shall  not  a1 
present  disituss,  but  proceed  to  produce  like  prece<lent8  reported  bj 
brother  Woodbury,  together  with  a  limited  portion  of  his  argument 
He  says  : 

The  organization  of  freemason rj'  has  been  the  growth  of  ages.  Th( 
doctrines  are  kej)t  true  to  their  original  puri)ose,  and  the  benefits  o) 
masonry  are  exclusively  reserved  to  those  who  have  obtained  its  mys- 
teries in  a  lawful  way  and  from  a  lawful  source.  Within  a  centar> 
and  a  half  its  organiziition  has  spread  into  every  nation  professing  tc 
be  civilized.  A  lawful  brother  of  a  legitimate  .body  of  the  institatioc 
may  go  where  he  will,  in  foreign  countries,  with  the  certainty  that  h< 
will  tind  brethren  of  the  craft  who  will  admit  his  claims  and  recipro- 
cate masonic  courtesy.  This  cosmopolitan  fraternity  is  created 
through  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  craft  in  the  several  states  and  no- 
tions recognizing  and  reciprocating  with  each  other.  The  lawful  free- 
masons of  a  political  state  have  the  masonic  right  to  foruiintoaGrand 
Lodge  for  thiit  political  state,,  nnd  within  it  to  possess  the  exclasivt 
right  to  practice  freemasonry  and  make  laws  for  the  government  oi 
the  craft  at  home,  and  for  controlling  the  intercourse  of  its  n^aaonfi 
with  those  of  foreign  countries,  or  of  different  rites. 

New  (xrand  Lodges  obtain  a  plicein  the  masonic  commonwealth  bj 
the  recognition  of  the  previously  existing  Grand  Lodges,  that  the  ap- 
plicant has  been  lawfully  organized  in  a  territory  which  it  was  Uwfal 
for  it  to  occupy,  and  that  it  practices  the  legitimate  ancient  masonrjf 
and  performs  its  masonic  duties.  One  quality  of  a  Grand  Lodge  i« 
its  exclusive  right  to  practice  the  rite  in  the  territory  for  which  itie 
recognized. 

HfCXMjiiUion  by  other  Grand  Lodges  involves  as  part  of  the  masonic 
compact  it  implies. 

1.  That  Ve  aspirant  is  recognized  as  the  only  sovereign  power  is 
that  territory. 

2.  That  the  recognizing  ppwers  will  not  hold  intercourse  with  oi 
coniitenanco  tiny  rival  grand  body,  or  any  rebellious  schism  against 
that  bodv,  in  the  territorv. 

3.  That  they  are  satisfied  and  admit  the  masonry  professed  by  th< 
aspirant  is  faithful  to  the  landmarks,  and  lawfully  acquired. 

•t.  That  the  new  'irand  Lodge  will  notinnovate  on  the  lite,  that  it 
will  respect  and  maintuiu  the  exclusive  sovereignty  of  each  of  the  rec 
ognizing  l)odies,  and  affiliate  with  none  as  masons,  of  the  territories 
ot  other  Grand  Lodges,  who  are  not  in  full  communication  with  th« 
Grand  Lodge  thus  recognized  as  the  exclusive  masonic  authority  fo: 
the  territory  its  jurisdiction  includes. 

Freemasonry  is  thus  a  commonwealth  of  distinct  Grand  Lodges 
pervading  the  earth  in  the  exercise  of  its  fraternity  and  chiirity  amon^ 
its  legitimate  brethren,  bound  togothtT  V>y  solemn  masonic  treaties. 

How  is  this  made  effectual,  and  how  arc  Liwful  brethren  distinguish 
ed  from  imiK>stors  or  the  unworthy  ? 

It  is  by  very  much  the  same   means  as  iuterconrse  is  kept  up  be 
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tween  different  nations,  that  is,  by  treaties  recognizing  each  other  as 
sovereign  states,  estabhshing  amity  between  them. 

There  is  u  hiw  of  nations  among  Grand  Lodges  to  respect  the  exclu- 
sive territorial  rights  of  each  other,  a  system  of  guarantees  against  in- 
vasions of  their  territorial  rights,  and  against  insurrection  or  spurious 
and  clandestine  masonry  at  home. 

Where  a  Grand  Lodge  breaks  its  pledge  or  fails  in  its  duty  to  anoth- 
er Grand  Lodge,  the  international  remedies,  of  remonstrance,  non- 
intercourse,  or  withdrawal  of  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  are  the 
means,  in  the  hands  of  the  oifended,  and  of  impartial  Grand  Lodges, 
of  censure,  and  compelling  a  return  of  luasonic  harmony. 

The  weapons  of  war— the  cannon,  the  sword,  and  the  rifle,  have 
no  place  in  our  tactics.  Like  the  Congregational  churches  in  their  in- 
ternal organization,  the  extending  of  fellowship  and  the  withdrawal 
of  fellowship  are  the  sole  means  of  procuring  harmony  and  union  ; 
and  among  the  Grand  Lodges  have  been  the  successful  means. 

Thus  the  Grand  Lodges,  as  do  the  executive  and  senate  of  the  na- 
tion, perform  the  exclusive  duty  of  regulating  the  foreign  masonic  in- 
tercourse of  their  brethren,  with  those  professing  a  masonic  charac- 
ter ;  and  whether  its  decisions  favor  commerce  or  non-intercourse  the 
members  of  the  fraternity  are  bound  by  their  loyalty  to  act  on  the 
subject-matter  as  their  Grand  Lodge  shall  prescribe. 

This  great  commonwealth  of  sovereign  masonic  bodies,  this  vast 
brotherhood  of  their  respective  members,  fraternizing  in  the  cause  of 
hamanity,  and  the  perseverance  of  the  purity  of  these  solemn  mason- 
ic doctrines,  teachings  and  rites,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  necesari- 
ly  depend  on  the  power  and  authority  of  each  of  the  Grand  Lodges  to 
act  beyond  its  own  lo«1ges,  and  beyond  its  own  territorial  limits,  on 
other  than  its  own  masons,  and  also  on  its  own  masons  in  their  rela- 
tions to  other  bodies  or  societies  or  persons  professing  to  be  masons, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad,  alike  to  acknowledge  or  denounce  their 
pretensions,  and  to  permit  or  forbid  its  members  to  hold  masonic  in- 
tercourse therewith. 

The  revolutionary  Carbonari  and  Forestieri  were  denounced  as  un- 
masonic. 

This  does  not  interfere  with  the  civil  and  religious  associations  and 
Uberty  of  a  mason  ;  it  leaves  these  as  the  Old  Charges  left  them  ;  but, 
as  in  this  great  republic,  whose  flag  our  craftsmen  helped  to  plant 
"inong  the  national  emblems  of  civilization  and  government,  every 
citijien  must  be  faithful  to  this  government,  who  made  him  its  citi- 
zen, in  his  relation  to  all  others,  so  the  freemason  in  masonic  matters 
tan  pledged  his  allegiance  to  the  craft  which  made  him  a  mason,  and 
niust  take  his  guidance  from  its  Grand  Lodge  in  masonic  matters. 

Keferring  to  the  history  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  these  various  powers 
We  been  so  frequently  called  into  action  that  it  would  be  too  tedi- 
ous to  cite  every  example  ;  a  few  illustrations  must  suffice. 

In  1802,  and  for  years  after,  on  the  title  page  of  our  Annual  Pro- 
ceedings, this  Grand  Lodge  styled  itself  as  *  in  union  with  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Europe  and  America."  A  year  or  two  after  that  we  find  a 
communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  notifying  us  of  a 
niasonic  imposter  in  England  with  a  forged  charter,  and  warning  this 
Grand  Lodge  against  crediting  him  or  the  charter.  She  also  styled 
herself  in  the  preamble  as  *'in  union  with  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Eu- 
rope and  America.*' 
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BECOONinONS  OB  REFUSALS  BT  THE  OBAND  LODGE  OF  MAB8ACHUSETT8. 

1819. — This  Grand  Lodge,  in  1849,  when  examining  the  dissensions 
of  the  craft  of  New  York  as  to  regularity,  declared,  **A  Grand  Lodge 
legally  formed  and  organized  has,  from  high  antiquity,  ample  right 
to  bear  masonic  rule  over  those  subject  to  its  jurisdiction.'* 

Its  resolutions  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  over  which  John  D. 
W'llard  presided,  and  further  declared,  **That  we  will  continue  to 
hold  fraternal  communication  with  that  body,  and  with  no  other 
claiming  similar  authority  in  that  State." 

In  1851  the  St.  John's  Grand  Lodge  subsided  into  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Npw  York. 

1853. — The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  denounced  as  illegal  and 
spurious  the  following  organizations  iu  New  York  : 

1.  The  Phillips  Gmnd  Lodge. 

2.  St.  John's  lievived  Grand  Lodge. 

3.  Hamburg  Grand  Lodge. 

4.  Two  spurious  bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rites,  namely — 

St.  John's  No.  18,  and  La  Sincerite,  No.  2  ;  including  in  all,  so  far 
as  it  was  informed,  twenty-nine  unlawful  lodges. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  adopted  also  protective  meas' 
ures  to  enforce  the  non-intercourse  between  its  brethren  and  them  *, 

1.  Not  to  receive  anv  New  York  visitors  who  have  not  a  certificate 
from  the  recognized  Grand  LocTge  that  the  visitor  was  regularly  made 
under  its  authority  ;  that  he  is  now  in  regular  standing  as  a  mason  ; 
that  he  is  no  schismatic  or  disturber  of  the  harmony  of  the  cnrft,  but 
true  to  his  allegiance  and  obedient  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York. 

2.  Any  mason  made  in  an  irregular  lodge  must  bring  a  certificate 
from  a  lawful  Grand  Lodge  that  he  has  been  lawfully  **  healed"  and 
obligated  ;  that  he  is  now  in  good  an<l  honorable  repute  and  standing 
as  a  mason,  obedient  to  the  laws,  and  acknowledging  the  jurisdiction 
and  supreme  authority  of  the  aforesaid  lawful  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York. 

3.  The  lodges  of  Massachusetts,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of 
charter,  are  forbidden  to  receive  as  visitors,  or  hold  masonic  inter* 
course  with  any  persons  hailing  from  New  York  who  do  not  furnish 
evidence  as  above  required  of  their  present  regularity  and  standing 
as  masons. 

Without  going  into  the  details,  we  should  state  that  every  Grand 
Lodge  in  the  Union,  with  one  exception,  acted  in  the  same  way  a» 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  did  towards  the  insurgent  and 
clandestine  opposition  to  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  York,  and  refused  nmsonic  in'ercoursc  with  its  opposers. 

The  exceptional  Grand  Lodge  withheld  its  opinion,  and  offered  to 
mediate,  it  all  parties  would  agree  to  abide  by  its  decision,  which 
thev  would  not  do. 

185H.  Onuvhi. — Massachusetts  refused  to  recognize  the  eo-called 
Grand  Loilge  of  Canada,  and  voted  that  **  the  lodges  au«d  individual 
brethren  under  this  jurisdiction  are  hereby  strictly  forbidden  to  hold 
any  masonic  communication  with  said  illegal  body,  or  with  any  lodge, 
or  any  individual  having  any  connection  therewith." 

Massachusetts  recognized  the  authority  of  the  Louisiana  Grsnd 
Lodue  in  the  denunciation  of  the  spurious  Scottish  masonry  of  Foul- 
houze  in  that  State,  whom  he  expelled  as  nnmasonic  from  her  lodges 
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whilst  and  when  she  recognized  the  Grand  Consistory  of  the  southern 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over  the  Scottish  rite  in  that  State, 
and  in  18r,9  declared  the  Foulhouzo  body  **a  spurious  and  non- 
masonic  body,  and  that  no  person  claiming  to  be  made  a  mason 
tbrongh  it^  authority  has  any  ri<{ht  to  claim  the  fraternal  privileges 
of  freemasonry. " 

1865.  -The  Grand  Orient  of  Port uj>al— Count  de  Paraty  33d  de- 
gree—was olBcially  recognized  by  the  Grand  Master. 

18G7.  -  Recognitions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Sculla  and  after 
of  Xeic  Brunswich.  The  former  bad  before  been  refused  because  it 
▼iolated  the  vested  right  of  another  Grand  Lodge  ;  but,  after  remedy- 
ing this,  it  was  accepted. 

Vaimda.  -Twic**,  long  troubles  abont  the  recognition. 

1875.  /^t/t/.  — Numerou.si  difficulties.  We  refused  to  recognize 
Beceding  lodges  in  Palermo,  Tuscany,  etc.  We  denounced  their  re- 
cognizingspurious  (rrand  Lodges  in  the  United  States. 

1869.  ^h^s  Grand  Lodge  reviewed,  and  again  declared  the  so- 
called  "Supreme  Council  of  Louisiana,  established  by  one  Foulhouze 
in  the  territory  of  the  southern  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,"  a 
spurious,  non-masonic  body,  and  that  no  person  claiming  to  be  made 
a  mason  through  its  authority  has  any  right  to  claim  the  fraternal 
privileges  of  freemasonry.  The  Supreme  Councils  of  the  southern 
and  northern  jurisdictions  had  also  declared  this  body  **  spurious 
and  impostors  ;"  so  also  had  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana. 

1876.  Ontario. — This  Grand  Lodge  declared  that  a  body  calling 
itself  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario  was  a  "spurious  body,"  and  re- 
fused it  recognition.     This  refusal  was  twice  repeated. 

1*78.  New  South  Wales. — This  Grand  Lodge,  on  the  remonstrance 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  after  examination,  refused  to  recog- 
nize this  so-called  Grand  Lodge,  and  still  refuses. 

1882.  C5^>Zon.— This  Grand  Lodge  refused  to  recognize  any  other 
Orand  Lodge  in  Cuba  than  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the 
Island  of  Cuba. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  Spain,  whose  Grand  Master  was  Juan  Antonio 
Perez,  was  denounced  as  illegitimate,  and  unrecognized  by  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

This  Juan  Antonio  Perez  is  the  head  also  of  a  so-called  Supreme 
Council  of  Spain,  which  is  unrecognized  by  the  northern  and  south- 
ern Supreme  Councils  here. 

1861.— This  Grand  Lodge  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili  as 
the  supreme  head  of  Scottish  masonry  in  that  republic,  and  directed 
its  own  lodges  there  to  so  recognize  it  and  reciprocate  with  it. 

In  1872,  after  ten  years'  experience,  it  repeated  the  recognition, 
and  at  the  same  time  said  that  the  rights  and  government  were  too 
different  for  the  York  lodges  to  merge  into  that  Grand  Lodge  ;  in 
1882  this  was  still  in  force. 

There  are  several  instances  where  this  Grand  Lodge  has  denounced 
(purious  and  clandestine  masonry  attempted  to  be  started  in  this 
jurisdiction,  and  forbidden  any  masonic  intercourse  with  its  mem- 
wrs.  Prince  Hall's  successors  have  frequently  been  declared  "spuri- 
ous and  clandestine,"  and  other  Grand  Lodges  have  backed  up  our 
declaration. 

Androgynous  masonry  has  three  times  been  declared  unmasonic  by 
Gnrnd  Masters.     Gardner,  G.  M.,  said  «*They  stand  before  the  en- 
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lif^jhtenod  crnft  either  aa  traitors  or  iinposters."  Yonr  commttt<»e  cite 
these  instances,  aiuonj;  an  intinitely  greater  number  eiiiially  in  point, 
that  less  oxperienceii  i)rethren  may  sec  that  the  powers  ot  this  (Jrand 
L'xlgo  to  dedare  what  societies  shall  be  recognized  aa  masonic  by 
the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  who  shall  be  excluded  from 
their  masonic  interconse,  are  as  old  as  our  provincial  days.  The 
same  authority  has  been  held  by  the  other  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
St^ites  and  nations  of  the  world. 

Without  making  any  general  search  we  cite  the  following  sample 
instances  : 

17i)5.  Pennsylvania  Grand  Lodge,  then  working  all  the  York  de- 
grees, blue  and  chapter,  put  down  a  Grand  Chapter  started  by  one 
Molan,  denounced  as  spurious,  and  took  away  three  warrants  of 
lodi'os  concerned  in  it. 

1798.  -  The  Grand  Lodge  established  her  own  Grand  Chapter. 

In  England  and  Ireland  Chapter  masonrj'  has  been  and  continues 
under  the  control  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  At  the  union  of  1813  the  two 
Grand  Lodges,  Ancients  and  Moderns,  both  r«*cognized  the  Royal 
Arch  degrees  as  a  lawful  part  and  completion  of  Craft  masonry.  They 
had  both  practiced  it  before.     They  also  practiced   Teinp^ar  masonry. 

Ireland  recognizes  the  Scottish  Kite  directly  ;  so,  Mr.  Hnghan 
thinks,  doAs  England. 

Ireland  prohibits,  as  unlawful,  all  assemblies  of  freemasons  in 
Ireland,  under  any  title  whatever,  purporting  to  be  masonic,  not 
held  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  or  constitution  from  the  Grand  Lodge, 
or  from  one  of  the  masonic  (jrand  Bodies,  recognized  by  and  acting 
in  masonic  union  with  it. 

1876. — The  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  informed  the  provincial 
Grand  Master  of  New  Zealand  that  it  did  not  recognize  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Egypt,  and  directed  him  to  discountenance  the  lodges  it 
had  formed  in  Now  Zealand,  and  warn  the  lodges  under  his  jurisdic- 
tion from  having  anything  to  do  with  it.  (ihe  Grand  Orient  of 
Egj'pt  dabbled  in  the  rite  of  Memphis.) 

1858. — Louisiana  (rrand  Lodge  declared  herself  the  gOTeming 
power  of  Symbolic  masonry  in  that  State  ;  recofjnizefl  the  Grand  Con- 
sistory of  the  Supreme  Council  for  the  southern  jurisdiction  of  the 
world,  as  a  hiwf ul  masonic  body  :  deunnnced  all  who  refused  obedi- 
ence within  this  jurisdiction  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  expelhd  all 
who  adhered  to  Foulhouze's  council,  including  their  own  Grand  Sec- 
retary'. 

1875. —  Wisconsin  refused  to  recognize  the  Grand  Orient  of  Han- 
gary,  or  a  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Indian  territory. 

1853.  OhU). — Resolved  that  any  brother  conferring  the  so-called 
side  degrees  is  in  all  cases  a  proper  subject  of  masonic  discipline, 
and  Brother  Carson  says  this  stands  to  this  day  eflfectually. 

1857  and  earlier,  ^lississippi.  —The  constitutions  forbid  the  hold- 
ing of  masonic  communication  with  any  mason  residing  in  Louisiana, 
unless  upon  sufficient  proof  that  he  belongs  to  a  lodge  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  and  upon  proof  that  he 
does  not  belong  to,  or  hold  any  communication  with,  any  lodge  work- 
ing in  that  State  under  authority  not  derived  from  that  Grand  Lodge, 
or  the  members  or  initiates  of  such  lodge. 

1853.— .AToW/i  Carolina  passed  similar  resolutiona  as  to  Loaisiana 
masons. 
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1856.  Vermont. — The  Grand  Muster  and  the  Grand  Lodge  refused 
to  recognize  a  mason  made  in  a  elaniiestine  lod^c  in  Masbaidiusetts, 
not  recognized  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  or  permit  him  to  visit  or  bo 
received  masonictdly  in  that  State. 

lS4i).  Maryland  recognized  expulsions  by  the  Grand  Chapter  for 
moral  offenses,  and  enft>rced  them  in  her  lodges. 

1875.  W isconsin.—HdT  constitution  provided,  **  The  conferring  in 
any  lodge  of  what  is  known  as  side  degrees  is  Jorbidden."  The 
Grand  Master  refused  to  permit  Eastern  8t«r  degrees  to  be  ci»nferred, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  approved,  and  directed  him  stringently  to  en- 
force the  constitution  and  laws  against  '*side  degrees." 

1860. — Mississippi  denounced  the  French  degree  of  **Louveton" 
or  masonic  baptism,  ns  unmasonic. 

18(;6.  — In  the  (Jrand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  March  5,  on  the  re- 
coDumendiitiou    of  the   Committee  on   Landmarks,  it   was — 

Rtsitlcetlf  •*  That  no  member  of  the  masonic  fraternity  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Gn^nd  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  the  right  to  visit 
any  as.semblage  or  collection  of  individuals  claiming  to  be  masons, 
wbeu  such  assemblage  or  meeting  is  not  sanctioned  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  any  communion  or  masonic  inter- 
course with  such  clandestine  assemblage  or  meeting  is  a  plain,  palpa- 
ble, and  H'igrant  violation  of  the  most  solemn  duties  and  obligations 
of  the  craft." 

The  next  resolution  directed  all  thereafter  violating  this  to  be 
brought  to  trial  and  expelled. 

1876. — Pennsylvania  Committee  on  Landmarks  reported*  that  ma- 
sonic recognition  be  withheld  from  tho  Grand  Orients  of  France, 
Egypt,  and  others,  including  the  lodge  of  Memphis. 

1*&3. — Pennsylvania  Grand  Lodge,  March  14,  recalled  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  fraternity  her  decision  of  186G.  The  following  is  the 
language  of  the  Grand  Master:  **  In  view  of  the  fact  that  certain 
persons  are  endeavoring  to  introduce  within  the  jurisdiction  of  ?hi8 
Grand  Lodge  certain  orders,  rites,  degrees,  mystic  shrines,  with  their 
ceremonies  and  ritual,  claiming  to  bo  masonic,  I  fraternally'  call  your 
attention  to  the  decisions  of  this  Grand  Lodge  as  adopted  March  5, 
1866,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Landmarks,  as 
fillows" — (See  quotation  above. ) 

Sometimes,  too,  has  our  own  Grand  Lodge,  for  cause,  withdrawn 
its  recognition  of  another  masonic  body,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Grand 
Orient  of  France. 

We  find,  also,  other  masonic  bodies  exercising  these  powers:  as  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  in  1868  ;  the  Knights  Tempkrs  of  that 
Btate,  in  1859;  the  Commandery  of  Ohio,  denouncing  bodies  whose 
legality  they  denied,  and  forbidding  any  council  or  commandery  to 
receive  any  candidate  or  visitor  who,  in  any  manner  or  in  any  way,  is 
concerned  in  snch  clandestine  degrees,  and  that  no  person  shall  bo 
installed  into  any  office  under  the  jurisdiction  who  is  in  any  way 
connected  in  such  clandestine  degrees. 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Wisconsin,  after  recognizing  the  masonic 
character  of  the  same  bodies  that  this  Grand  Lodge  does  by  Section 
24,  deuonnces  the  rite  of  Memphis  and  all  irregular  degrees,  prohibits 
all  Boyal  Arch  masons  from  holding  masonic  intercourse  with  any 
companion  who  has  received  or  shall  receive  such  rite  of  Memphis  or 
other  degrees,  until  he  withdraws  therefrom  in  open  chapter,  and 
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provides  no  action  rHiII  be  taken  on  the  petition  of  any  roaster  mason 
■who  holds  such  degrees,  or  refuses  to  renounce  them  m  icrltin(i. 

In  Ohio,  the  (»rand  Comiuanderj',  in  its  constitutions  (»f  18(><,  pro- 
hibits its  meuibers  from  receiving  or  holding  to  degrees  conferred  as 
masonic  by  any  bodies  oth«'r  tl»an  those  named  in  Section  24,  Fart  V. 
of  onr  constitutions;  and  this,  too,  under  pain  of  expulsion. 

The  recognized  Supreme  Councils  of  the  two  jurisdictions  in  the 
United  States  early  in  this  century  decided  to  admit  none  into  their 
rites  who  had  not  passed  the  degrees  that  are  taught  by  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  in  this  jurisdiction  and  elsewhere  have  loyally  abided  by 
this  standard  test  of  freemasony  for  its  ranks 

After  these,  which  are  but  a  few  of  the  hundreds  of  iUustrationn 
that  might  be  arrayed,  the  clamorous  assertion  that  no  such  power 
exists  to  pass  on  the  masonic  pretensions  of  other  bodies  who,  or 
whose  members,  seek  intercourse  with  the  brethren  this  Grand  Lodge 
represents,  or  to  restrain  its  masons  from  intercourse  with  bodies 
which  it  holds  to  be  clandestine,  spurious,  or  hostile,  comes  either 
from  deplorable  ignorance  of  freemasonry',  or  from  a  desire  to  deceive 
unwary  masons  and  debauch  their  integrity. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  amended  constitution  adopted 
hy  rt  large  vote— 351  in  favor,  and  52  in  opposition —dictating  rhe 
following  analysis,  and  our  opinion  of  j 

THE   HIGH    DEOBEE  PBOBLEM. 

With  such  an  array  of  precedents  to  fortify  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  one  would  conclude  any  further  argument 
unnecessary,  and  there  was  none  in  opposition  to  the  report  of 
Brother  Woodbury.  It  was  adopted,  as  we  have  just  stated,  without 
any  opposing  force,  or  attempt  to  challenge  his  position.  This  fact, 
however,  does  not  preclude  the  idea  that  the  basis  of  action  might 
not  be  open  to  criticism.  In  determining  any  question  of  jurispru- 
dence in  the  masonic  fraternitj',  we  >dways  seek  for  some  underlying 
principle  by  which  our  action  shall  bo  tested;  some  inherent  author- 
ity which  has  the  right  to  govern,  and  which  should  control  the  solu- 
tion of  any  problem  of  a  difficult  and  knotty  character. 

In  masonry  this  authority  is  vested  in  its  landmarks,  the  primary 
source  from  which  flows  the  entire  system  of  our  juri.sprudence,  cov- 
ering all  those  principles  and  practices  which  enter  into  the  ritual, 
and  which  are  essential  to  the  verv  existence  of  our  institution.  The 
Grand  Lodge  is  recognized  as  the  only  supreme  governing  body  with- 
in its  territorial  jurisdiction,  possessing  authority  to  regulate  and 
control  the  work  of  the  craft,  to  reaffirm  and  detine  the  ancient  land- 
marks, and  to  pass  any  law  necessary  for  their  support,  and  for  the 
enforcement  of  its  authority.  It  is  from  this  standpoint  that  the 
question  of  intermeddling  with  higher  degrees  should  be  discussed, 
without  undertaking  to  decide  their  regularity.  In  this,  it  seems  to 
us,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  has  erred,  for  while  it  recog- 
nizes no  degrees  in  masonry  except  those  conferred  under  its  author- 
ity, and  other  regular  Grand  Lodges,  which  include  the  three  degrees 
known  as  the  symbolic  degrees,  admits  several  other  organizations, 
which  it  enumerates,  to  be  regularly  and  duly  constituted  masonic 
bodies,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  practical  recognition;  and,  as  a  Grand 
Lodge,  composed  of  master  masons,  it  knows  nothing  of  either  of 
ihem.    This  is  the  strong  point  in  the  argument  of  Brotuer  Alfred  F. 
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Chapman,  when  discnssinp;  the  ftixi'-ndinont  on  the  floor  of  the  (ritind 
■w/Jf^e,  who  said  :  **If  thertj  wjih  not  ono  of  uh  that  hiul  a  d<-^roe 
*wve  (he  third,  shouhl  ^^e  have  bocn  prompted  to  le^^ishito  about 
Ijhiijgd  we  cannot  possibly  know  unythir'^  about  as  niast«r  masons  ?" 
There  is  a  wonderful  rtuiount  of  loi^ie  in  these  words,  and  we  have 
)n  several  occasions  taken  ad  vanta«^e  of  the  sentiment  exi>ress(nl,  in 
UscQssiog  the  relation  to  each  other  between  the  <leL?r(;es  of  virtual 
md  actnal  Past  Master  ;  and  their  force  is  lar^^ely  aU'^mented  by  the 
act  that  nearly  all  degrees  termed  mpsonic,  beside  the  lirst  tlireo  de- 
?«eH  of  aufient  craft  masonry,  have  ori^^inated  within  th  •  last  one 
nindrel  years,  and  been  j^rafted  upon  the  old  trunk  of  freemasonry, 
lictatingthe  query:  What  are  masonie  in-titutionsV  of  what  dol's 
DMonry  consist,  and  wnere  will  all  this  nonsense  end?  Strictly 
tpcikiug,  there  is  nothing  above  or  btyond  the  three  <ie^rees  -perhaps 
iieepting  the  Royal  Arch— that  can  properly  be  termed  froemaiionry; 
fetwehare  an  abundance  of  rites  and  a  useless  surj)lus  ot  decrees 
^havebnilded  their  superstructures  upon  the  foundation  of  an- 
a«»t  craft  uiitsonry,  until  there  is  danj^er  from  the  overweight,  grow- 
^g out  of  dissensions  and  rivalry  among  the  branches,  that  is  felt  to 
"leTery  roots  of  the  old  trunk  itself. 

Whenever  this  spirit  of  rivalry  and  dissension  appears  among  theso 
t^hoots,  it  is  sure  to  extend  its  intluouco  into  the  body  of  the  an- 
cient craft,  producing  an  element  of  discord  at  tlie  foun<lation  of  the 
J^cture,  which  will  work  disastrously  within  the  lodges.  It  cannot 
M  otherwise  ;  and  it  remains  for  the  Grand  Lodges  to  determine 
■oine limit  m  the  use  of  the  ritual  over  which  they  exercise  control, 
^ be  recognized  by  their  members  in  b.nlding  these  fanciful  struct- 
'*'*.  We  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  as  sovereign  in  this  particular. 
Jot  in  determining  the  status  of  any  of  those  num<«rous  rites,  either 
'lyrew^gnition  or  admission  of  regularity,  but  in  exercising  jurisdic- 
5ono?erits  esoteric  work,  and  its  own  members  subject  to  its  au- 
Jority,  and  decide  when  and  under  what  circumstances  any  use  of 
*6 ancient  ritual  shall  be  sanctioned.  No  one  can  question  the  po- 
>iDon  that  the  degrees  of  craft  masonry,  or  any  i)art  of  the  esoteric 
'ork,  cftQ  be  nsed  without  the  consent  of  the  sovereign  authority  which 
fwemg,  and  any  violation  of  this  law  would  subject  the  offenders 
^  (Uscipline. 

8nch  authority  is  recognized  in  many  ways,  not  alone  concerning 
^eritQAl,  but  in  the  use  of  its  symbols,  enacted  by  special  decree 
f  thepnrposea  of  control,  essential  to  the  existence  of  freemasonry 
id  the  good  name  of  the  fraternity,  as  is  evidenced  by  regulations  to 
It  end  in  our  own  jurisdiction  and  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the  world. 
In  our  own  legislation  on  matters  that  most  assuredly  fall  within 
is  principle,  we  enumerate  the  following  : 

■*lTiat  the  selling,  giving  away,  or  otherwise  putting  in  circulation 
any  book  or  paper,  either  written  or  printed,  which  purports  to 
ttain  the  secrets  of  freemasonry,  is  unniasonic,  and  any  violator  of 
I  role  is  liable  to  expulsion  from  the  fraternity. 
So  subordinate  lodge  in  this  state  shall  be  allowed  to  employ  a 
arer  from  another  state  to  instruct  tliem  in  the  work. 
That  every  subordinate  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  be  urgently 
led  to  observe  great  care  in  the  location  of  their  lodge  rooms,  that 
nuiy  be  entirely  safe  from  the  approach  of  cowans  and  eavesdrop- 
'  that  all  windows  and  doors  are  secure  against  seeing  or  hear- 
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iiig  ;  that  floors  be  deafened,  and  all  necessary  precantions  taken  to 
insure  absolute  safety. 

^'Tbiitany  mason  exhibiting  masonic  emblems  upon  signs,  places 
of  business,  advertisements,  cards,  fl»igR,  or  banners,  other  than  in 
masonic  processions,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  unmasonic  oondnct, 
and  may  bo  tried  for  such  offense." 

Such  legislation  proves  that  the  Grand  Lodge  claims  to  exercise  ju- 
risdiction ;  and  it  is  from  this  standpoint  the  question  should  be  con- 
sidered, it  matters  not  to  us,  as  master  masons  in  Grand  Lodge  as- 
sembled, whether  there  be  thirty-three  degrees,  ninety-six  degrees, 
or  u  thousand  degrees,  but  whether  the  three  degrees  of  ancient  craft 
masonry  under  our  exclusive  jurisdiction  can  bo  used  by  any  of  our 
members  as  the  basis  of  any  rite  or  ceremoay,  unless  sanctioned  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  itself.  ^ 

COLORADO 

Sends  out  a  beautifully  printed  pamphlet,  on  most  excellent  paper, 
to  give  tidings  of  the  Twenty-Third  Annual  Communication  of  her 
Grand  Lodge,  over  which  presided  M.  W.  Brother  Frank  Church, 
Grand  Master,  with  representatives  from  38  lodges.  Whole  number 
of  active  lodges  4G,  with  a  membership  of  2,1)18  ;  the  increase  having 
been  323. 

We  have  spoken  of  beauty  of  the  printer's  art  displayed,  but  though 
we  admire  it,  yet  we  deprecate  it  because  of  the  exceeding  smallnesg 
of  the  type  and  figures,  for  they  are  difficult  to  be  decyphered  by  us 
at  night  (the  only  time  we  can  give  to  these  papers),  and  are  doubt- 
less meant  for  younger  eyes. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  has  a  great  many  good  things  in  it. 
He,  like  ourselves  and  a  host  of  others,  does  not  like  the  very  easy 
manner  in  which  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  made.  But 
the  difficulty  is  in  distinguishing  who  can  and  who  cannot  pay,  un- 
less they  will  come  forward  and  in  open  lodge  avow  their  inabiUty  or 
address  a  note  to  the  lodge  so  stating.  We  have  never  known  an 
instance  where  this  was  done  that  a  brother  was  allowed  to  suffer. 

We  give  his  views  on  reports  of  committees  and  petitions  and  his 
rccommcpdations,  because  we  think  them  eminently  practical  and 
proper  : 

From  an  experience  of  several  years  as  Master  of  a  Subordinate 
Lodge,  and  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  observe  and  learn  during 
the  years  of  my  Masonic  life,  I  am  satisfied  that  under  the  present 
systeuj  in  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of  Colorado,  Committees  appointed 
to  investigate  the  character  and  habits  of  applicants  for  admission  to 
our  Order  do  not  perform  their  duties  with  sufficient  thoroughness  to 
make  their  labors  of  value  or  benefit  to  the  Lodge  reposing  the  trust 
A  Committee  may  be  actuated  by  the  best  motives  and  by  a  desire  to 
do  the  right,  and  yet  may  have  fidse  conceptions  as  to  the  qualifica- 
tions necessary  to  a  candidate  to  be  received  in  our  Mystic  Brother- 
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od.    Relying  too  implicitly  on  onr  Committees,  wo  receive  into 

f  Order  a  large  number  of  members  who  havo  neither  iho.  hftd  to 

deiHtand  nor  the  heart  to  appreciate  its  merits,  or  to  bo  governed 

thepreceptH  sooften  repented  in  their  hearinfi;  ;  and  thus  Masonry 

nbera  a  hoBt  of  thoHe  "dropped  from  the  rollH"and  **  non-allili- 

."   Tbia  is  not  as  it  slionld  be.     The  material  for  our  Masonic 

ictare  shonld  be  more  carefully  i  spected  and  tt»sted.     I  th)  not 

the  necessity  or  the  propriety  of  requiring  a  Committee  to  osHnme 

responsibility  of  reporting  favorably  or  unfavorably  on  a  petinon. 

«et  toe  Committees  state  tne  facts  as  it  tindH  them,  and  let  the 

ige  draw  its  conclusions  and  express  its  judgment  through  tlie 

lot  box.    With  an  earnest  desire  to  correct  this  evil  with  which  wo 

inflicted,  and  with  u  view  of  eliciting  an  expression  on  the  sub- 

t,  I  would  suggest  that  this  Grand  Lodge  adopt  a  form  of  rej)ort 

the  use  of  the  Subordinate  Lodges,   which  will  compel  Commit- 

« to  obtain  positive  information.     To  this  end  I  would  also  suggest 

ist  of  interrogatories  something  like  the  following,  tt)  which  Com- 

tteeg  must  give  positive  answers  : 

^bat  is  his  age  ? 

b  he  married  or  single  ? 

tfnjarried,  is  he  liWng  'v^ith  his  wife?         ^ 

(Hiat  is  his  occupation  ? 

«  he  physically  competent  for  admission  ? 

^ehifl  company  and  associates  of  a  respectable  character? 

•»  he  addict^  to  the  intemperate  use  of  intoxicating  li<pior.s? 

^oe»  he  habitually  use  profane  or  indecent  language  ? 

Us  he  any  liceutious  or  immoral  habits? 

shea  peaceable  subject  to  the  civil  powers? 

)  he  possessed  of  sufficient  education  and  intelligence  to  under- 

idand  value  the  doctrine  and  tenets  of  Masonry. 

f  Hasonry  and  ita  mission  he  is  eloquent,  but  wo  have  space  for 
f  a  very  small  portion  of  it : 

liiBonry,  by  her  tenets  and  cardinal  virtues,  draws  unbidden  to 
sanctum  sanctorum  the  high,  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and 
ibeni  them  all  alike  her  plighted  sons  and  workmen,  liy  her 
ime  principles  and  noble  deeds,  she  challenges  the  admiruticn  of 
nen.  She  nas  stood  the  ravages  of  time,  the  convulsions  of  the 
I,  and  the  revolutions  of  the  political  world,  and  will  never  be 
royed  because  she  is  founded  upon  a  philosophic  basis  — upon 
tmth.  And  in  this  connection  let  me  say  that  our  institution  is 
sustained  by  its  signs,  grips  and  passwords,  that  tho  mere  initia- 
'„  passing  and  raising  of  a  man  does  not  make  him  a  Mason  in  the 
i  sense  of  the  term  ;  the  heart  and  mind  must  be  in  sympathy 
h  the  objects  of  the  institution  ;  the  desire  to  be  made  a  Mason 
)tild  be  joined  with  a  determination  to  be  serviceable  to  humanity. 
be  called  a  Biaaon  signifies  much,  but  to  be  one  siguities  much 
we.  The  name  should  be  a  guarantee  to  the  world  that  he  who 
us  the  title  is  a  man  of  honor,  liberality  and  moral  character;  a 
Ml  oi  integrity  and  broad-minded  benevolence  towards  his  nice. 

His  decisions  are  only  six  in  number,  and  we  think  that  his  fifth 
nd  nxih  conflict.  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  approved  of  all 
tmt  the  fitih,  of  which  they  say  : 
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Yonr  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred  the  de- 
cisiona  of  the  Most  Worthy  Gniud  Master,  respectfully  report  that 
thoy  endorse  all  of  said  decisions  exc^-pt  No.  5,  denying  the  propriety 
of  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  debating  questions  while  occupying  the 
<5hair.  Using  the  word  * 'debate"  in  its  strict  sense,  this  is  doubtless 
an  appropriate  decision,  but  to  avoid  misunderstanding,  we  add : 
That  the  Master's  duty  includes  the  instruction  of  his  Lodge  upon 
ciny  question  or  matter  which  comes  before  it,  and  he  should  not  be 
debarred  the  right  and  duty  of  expressing  his  opinion  because  he  is 
M»ister  of  the  Lodge.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  strongest  reason 
wby  he  should  make  it  known,  if  there  is  any  prospect  of  his  Lodge 
arriving  at  a  wrong  decision. 

Among  the  list  of  Lodges  we  find  the  euphonious  name  of  Tin 
Gup  Lodge,  which  is  only  equaled  by  Iligb  Log  Lodge  in  this,  oar 
State  of  Alabama. 

Brother  Andrew  Sagendorf  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Ed.  G.  Parmelee,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Gorrespondence  is  by  Brother  R.  A.  Quillian,  re- 
viewing Alabama  for  1882^  among  others.  It  is  most  succinct,  and 
is  left  with  us  with  this  conclusion  : 

In  presenting  this  report  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  the  writer  is 
well  aware  of  its  faults,  as  well  of  commission  as  of  omission,  and 
can  only  ask  to  be  excused  by  reason  of  a  i)re8s  of  private  engage- 
ments that  could  not  bo  avoided.  Had  all  been  included  in  the  re- 
port that  pleased  my  Masonic  eye.  a  great  book  would  have  been 
written.  To  have  the  privilege  of  reading  all  the  reports  on  Corres- 
pondence "is  a  liberal  Masonic  education."  Permit  me  to  say  that 
in  my  judgment  the  position  is  one  that  should  not  be  changed  every 
year,  but  continued  until  he  learns  the  ways  of  the  **C/aft."  He 
then  can  to  better  advantage  digest  the  immense  amount  of  informa- 
tion he  obtains.  However,  he  should  not  remain  too  long,  as  new 
blood  is  occasionally  needed. 

DELAWARE. 

The  Seventy-Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  3d  October,  1883,  M.  W.  John  F.  Saulsbury,  Grand 
Master.  The  names  of  the  legal  representatives  of  twenty-one 
Lodges  (all  that  are  active  in  the  jurisdiction)  are  given  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Credentials,  but  we  have  no  method  of  determining  how 
many  were  represented.  ''A  constitutional  number,"  however,  were 
present. 

The  number  of  members  in  all  is  1,378  ;  gain  during  the  year,  25. 

There  is  the  true  ring  about  the  following,  which  we  t^ike  from  the 
Grand  Master's  address : 

It  is  a  masonic  adage,  that  good  officers  make  good  lodgers,  and  the 
converse  is  equally  trae  that  poor,  inactive  and  inefficient  officert 
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make  poor  lodges  ;  and  I  firmly  believe  that  to  poor,  incompetent 
and  unfaithful  officers  is  mainly  due  the  sad  and  lamentable  fact  that 
in  some  lodges  there  are  so  many  members  who  fail  to  pay  their  dues 
regularly,  or  attend  the  meetings  of  tlio  Lodge.  If  all  tbo  Lodges  in 
the  State  were  compelled  to  elect  good  ritualists,  in  order  that  the 
work  would  be  performed  in  an  impressive  and  agreeable  manner, 
and  the  most  moral  awl  npriglU  that  love  masonry,  not  for  the  honor 
that  the  offices  confer,  every  initiate  would  perceive  the  beauties  of 
masonry  in  its  symbolical  illustrations  as  well  as  in  the  grand  funda> 
mental  heaven-bom  principles  it  inculcates  and  teaches.  Then  but 
few  moHons  would  be  found  in  any  vicinity,  who  would  willingly  de- 
prive themselves  of  the  privilege  and  pleasure  of  meeting  their  breth- 
ren in  the  Lodge  room,  which  would  be  an  attractive  place  because 
the  ceremonies  would  be  performed  in  an  agreeable  and  impressive 
manner  by  brethren  whose  every  day  life  were  in  keeping  with  the 
bublime  principles  and  precepts  as  taught  by  ancient  Craft  masonry. 

The  Grand  Master  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  Lodge  to 
elect  officers  at  other  than  the  time  specified  in  the  by-laws,  ''finding 
no  authority  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  By-Laws,  for 
anch  action  on  his  part." 

Brother  Saulsbury  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Wm. 
8.  Hayes,  continued  Grand  Secretary'. 

The  business  was  purely  local  in  its  character. 

Brother  T.  N.  Williams  made  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Cor- 
reRpondence,  a  large  part  of  which  we  copy  as  follows  : 

Business  of  an  imperative  character  has  prevented  the  chairman  o€ 
the  committee  in  the  preparation  of  a  report  so  absolutely  essential, 
in  order  to  acquaint  you  intelligently  and  satisfactorily  with  the  gen- 
eral affairs  of  Ma«onry  ;  hence,  you  must  content  yourselves  with 
the  reception  of  a  general  co7]fession  of  our  siuSf  with  a  sincere  re- 
quest for  their  absdtUe  remission ,  expressing  the  hope  that  ere  another 
year  shall  have  passed,  this  Grand  Lodge  may  be  able  to  present  a 
report  reviewing  in  the  usual  form  the  proceedings  of  sister  Grand 
Lodges,  with  which  we  are  in  fraternal  correspondence. 

DAKOTA. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
Territory  was  held  on  June  10th,  1884,  under  the  supervision  of 
Grand  Master  Oscar  8.  Gifford,  there  were  present  representatives 
from  44  Lodges.  The  jurisdiction  embraces  Gl  Lodges,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  2,026— the  gain  during  the  year  being  451. 

Well  may  the  Grand  Master  say,  "  I  have  sometimes  felt,  during 
the  past  two  years,  that  we  were  proceeding  too  rapidly."  But  he  also 
adds,  what  must  be  a  comfortable  reflection  to  our  brethren  of 
Dakota,  as  follows  : 

Reflecting  for  a  moment  upon  the  condition  of  the  craft  in  this 
jurisdiction,  past  and  present,  there  is  much  in  our  history  to  give  us 
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satisfaction.  It  has  not  been  necessary  to  withdraw  or  suspend  a 
dispensation  for  a  new  Iod|;e  since  onr  organization,  and  every  lodge 
organized  in  pursuance  thereof  previou«  to  the  past  year,  is  now 
working  under  its  original  charter,  no  lodge  in  our  history  has  been 
suspended,  or  its  charter  withdrawn  or  surrendered;  not  a  lodge  has 
been  established  which  has  tended  in  any  manner  to  the  injury  of 
any  other  lodge.  Every  lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  is  now,  and  has  at 
all  times  since  its  organization,  been  self-supporting;  and  with  one 
or  two  exceptions  has  paid  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  amount  of  dues 
required,  which  exceptions  referred  to,  were  caused  by  great  and 
uutorseen  calamities,— floods  and  fires  in  each  instance  destroying 
the  property  of  the  lodge,  as  well  as  that  of  many  of  its  members. 
I  believe  in  only  two  insUmces  in  our  history  has  the  Grand  Lodge 
been  petitioned  to  remit  or  cancel  the  dues  of  a  lodge,  and  in  both 
cases  were  based  upon  the  above  causes  ;  and  ever>'  lodge  in  the 
jurisdiction  is  prospering  to  a  satisfactory  degree,  with  only  one  or 
two  exceptions. 

The  Grand  Master  called  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  the 
question,  whether  the  reception  of  the  degree  of  Past  ^Master  in  a 
chapter  qualified  a  Mtister  to  preside,  or  whether  it  should  be  con- 
ferred by  a  sufficient  number  of  actual  Past  Masters  to  qualify  him. 
This  having  been  referred  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  elicited 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  the  honor- 
ary' degree  of  Past  Master  is  a  part  of  the  installation  ceremony,  and 
should  be  conferred  by  the  inst  tiling  officer,  upon  a  Master  elect 
when  first  installed  Master  of  a  Symbolic  Lodge.  No  one  but  an  in- 
stalled Muster  or  Past  Master  of  a  Symbolic  Lodge  is  qualified  to 
install  a  Master  elect,  and  none  but  installed  Masters  or  Past  Masters 
of  a  Symbolic  Lodge  shall  have  part  in  investing  a  Master  elect  with 
the  Past  Master  degree. 

Brother  John  F.  Schrader  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Charles  T.  McCoy,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  William  Blatt  again  gave  us  the  report  on  correspondence, 
and  introduced  it  with  an  entirely  unnecessary'  apology.  Few  write 
a  better.  Alabama  for  1883,  receives  fraternal  notice  and  the  writer 
ot  this  feels  keenly  the  soothing  influence  of  his  personal  sympathy. 

We  find  him  "opposed*  to  rushing  a  candidate  through  in  a  week, 
or  even  a  half  week."     So  are  we. 

We  find  him  thus  defining  the  object  of  the  institution,  and  show- 
ing the  difference  between  it  and  relief  associations  : 

Wd  think  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  relief  tm^  charity.  The 
former  is  given  as  the  government  pays  pensions,  in  regular  allow- 
ances and  installments,  both  to  the  worthy  and  unworthy.  Charity 
is  dispensed  however,  by  angels  of  mercy,  unexpected,  when  most 
Tieeded,  with*  a  smile  and  a  benediction  from  the  holy  minister,  giving 
the  recipient  not  even  a  chance  to  say,  thank  you.     This  latter  is 
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masonic  charity.  If  the  Masonic  Institution  is  to  become  what  is 
generally  iiiidorstood  as  a  beneficiary  association,  then  it  will  have 
mistaken  its  mission. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 

Held  the  Seventy-Third  Annual  Communication  on  November  14th, 
1883,  being  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  E.  H.  Chamberlin, 
with  representatives  from  all  the  Lodges— 21  in  number— which  have 
a  membership  of  2,904,  being  29  over  last  report. 

We  tind  dispensations  granted  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time,  for 
reasons  doubtless  satisfactory  to  the  Grund  Masier.  He  informs  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  his  action  in  the  following  language  : 

I  have,  in  some  case<,  issued  dispensations  authorizing  the  confer- 
ring of  the  degrees  without  waiting  the  constitutional  time.  I  re- 
garded the  reasons  assigned,  however,  in  the  applications  for  these 
dispensations  as  sufficient  to  justify  the  exorcise  of  my  prerogatives 
in  the  premises. 

A  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  relation  to 
an  objection,  is  in  the  following  words  : 

"A  ballot  shall  be  taken  for  the  three  degrees  collectively,  and  in 
case  of  <»ne  bl^ck  ball  appearing  therein  it  Khali  be  immediately  re- 
taken; when,  if  a  single  ball  appears  no  further  ballot  can  be  tnken 
for  said  applicant  for  the  space  of  six  months;  and  at  any  timt^beforo 
a  degree  is  conferred  any  member  of  the  Lodge  may  object,  and  the 
fact  of  the  objection  with  the  name  of  the  objector  shall  be  noted  on 
the  minutes  of  the  Lodge,  and  shall  be  effective  until  withdrawn,  or 
80  long  as  the  brother  objecting  remains  a  member  of  the  Lodge." 

And  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  to  whom  this  was  referred, 
in  making  their  report,  use  as  a  part,  the  following  argument  : 

Bat,  after  a  candidate  has  been  elected  and  has  received  the  E.  A. 
degree  he  has  been  *'made  a  iVbison,"  and  has  some  Masonic  rights 
which  the  Grand  Lodge  is  bound  to  recognize,  and  it  should  carefully 
guard  against  the  enactment  of  any  law  which,  in  its  operation, 
would  unjustly  invade  the  rights  of  the  humblest  member  of  the  fra- 
ternity. Vour  committee  are  well  assured  that  this  (iraud  Lodge 
would  not  do  intentional  injustice  to  any  one,  either  within  or  out- 
side of  the  fraternity  by  its  action,  or  through  the  operation  of  any 
of  its  law^a  ;  and  tht-y  believe  that  its  members  generally  will  recog- 
nize the  propriety  of  modifying  Section  9»  of  Article  XX,  as  it  relates 
to  the  effect  of  verbal  objections  to  the  advancement  of  an  E.  A.  or 
F.  C.  It  seems  to  your  committ*  e  that  the  claims  of  both  wisdom 
and  justice  demand  some  moditicatiou  of  this  section,  as  it  places 
the  brother  whose  advancement  is  objected  to  in  a  worse  condition 
thin  is  the  profane  whose  petition  has  been  rejected  by  the  Lodge. 
While  the  objection  stands  he  cannot  again  apply  for  advauctinent, 
nor  can  he  petition  another  Lodge  for  the  remaining  degree  or  degrees. 
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The  Lodge  has  taken  his  money  for  the  one  or  two  that  he  has  re- 
ceived, and  which,  without  the  third  degree,  are  of  no  value  what- 
ever to  liim  ;  and  without  giving  him  a  reason  for  such  action,  or  any 
opportunity  to  disprove  any  suspicions  that  may  be  entertained  as  to 
his  moral  character,  he  is  not  only  cut  off  from  all  the  benefits  of 
Masonry,  but  n  cloud  is  cast  upon  his  character,  and  he  is  left  pow- 
erless to  dispel  it,  no  matter  how  innocent  he  may  be.  We  cannot 
ignore  the  fact  that,  as  Masonic  Lodges  are  now  constituted,  the  first 
and  second  degrees  are  of  no  value  to  any  one  who  is  debarred  from 
taking  the  third  degree,  and  therefore  the  Lodge  that  receives  the 
fee  for,  and  confers  these  degrees,  and  without  good  reason  refuses 
the  other,  tiU^es  money  for  which  the  expected  equivalent  is  not 
given. 

And  they  recommended  this  amendment,  which  was  adopted  : 

**And  if,  after  his  initiation  but  before  being  passed,  or  after  pass- 
ing before  being  raised,  objection  to  his  advancement  be  made  by 
any  member,  such  objection  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  with 
power  to  inquire  into  the  cause  thereof,  who  shall  at  the  next  stated 
meeting  (unless  further  time  be  given)  report  thereon;  and  upon  the 
reception  of  such  report,  if  no  cause  for  the  objection  has  been  as- 
signed, or  if  the  cause  assigned  be,  in  the  opinion  of  two-thirds  of 
tbe  members  present,  not  a  valid  and  Masonic  one,  the  Lodge  may 
confer  the  degree  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  objection  had  been 
made." 

It  must  be  recollected  that  in  this  jurisdiction  the  ballot  is  one  for 
all  tbe  degrees,  not,  as  with  us,  is  there  a  separate  ballot  for  each 
degree. 

Brother  Myron  M.  Parker  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  William  K.  Singleton,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Singleton  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  review- 
ing Alabama  for  188*2.  Wo  are  very  sorry  to  find  that  he  charges  ns 
with  great  carelessness  in  reading  the  proceedings  of  his  Grand 
Lodge.  We  have  not  them  now  before  us  to  Vefer  to,  but  we  supposed 
that  our  construction  of  the  language  used  was  correct,  else  we  would 
not  Lave  so  reported.  However,  we  give  entire  the  views  of  that 
jurisdiction  of  the  whole  matter.     It  fully  explains  itself : 

Again,  in  his  reference  to  the  party  made  a  Mason  in  Mobile,  who 
had  been  previously  rejected  in  Lebanon  Lodge  No  7,  in  this  juris- 
diction, he  savs  our  Grand  Master  declared  him  to  be  a  clandestine 
Mason,  which  was  not  so,  as  he  did  no  such  thing;  for  Brother  Lar- 
ner  is  as  well  aware  of  the  true  status  of  an  individual  in  such  a  case 
as  any  one  can  be.  Then  Brother  Pillans.  with  this  error  of  fact, 
branches  of!  upon  a  false  scent,  which  we  will  proceed  to  answer. 

The  party  n*terred  to  has  c<^Hiniitted  no  olTense  against  any  Lodge 
in  this  j\iris(li(5tion ;  hnvinj^  b  en  rejet'ted,  ho  was  thrown  over 
among  the  ruV)bish.  Leaving  here  Im  applied  to  and  was  elected  by 
tile  ijod}.:e  in  Mobile,  where,  he  asserts  positively,  he  informed  the 
committee  ho  had  been  rejected  by  a  Lodge  here.     That  Lodge  in 
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Mobile,  having  made  htm  a  member,  gave  him  a  dimit,  which  he  pre- 
sented here  to  another  Lodge,  with  his  application  for  affihation. 
The  Grand  Master  decided  that,  as  the  Alabama  Constitution  was  like 
our  own,  he  was  an  irregular  made  Mason,  and  we  could  not  receive 
his  application,  and  hero  it  rests.  The  quotation  from  the  report  of 
our  committee  on  the  trial  of  an  unaffiliated  Mason  is  unfortunate, 
as  we  do  not  recognize  him  as  a  Mason  at  all,  and  would  as  soon 
think  of  tiring  a  profane. 

Brother  Pillans  is  wrong.  If  any  oifense  has  been  committed  by 
the  party  it  was  against  the  Lodge  wbiuh  took  him  in — or  which  he 
took  in. 

It  has  been  well  settled,  and  long  since,  that  such  a  case  constitutes 
an  irregularity,  and  we  have  been  much  troubled  in  this  jurisdiction 
with  them  within  a  few  yeiirs.  This  case  is  the  third,  and  now  we 
have  another  since  that,  where  a  Lodge  in  Virginia  made  a  Mason  of 
material  rejected  in  one  of  our  Lodges. 

The  position  we  occupy  is  this:  So  long  as  we  claim  personal  juris- 
diction over  rejected  material  no  other  Lodge  can  regularly  make  a 
Mason  of  that  material  without  our  consent.  We  grant  that  it  is  not 
the  old  Masonic  doctrine.  It  is  purely  American,  but  the  Grand 
Lodges  in  the  United  States  have  been  forced  to  adopt  this  rule  in 
self-protection,  and  if  we  were  to  open  the  door  to  any  other  rule  we 
9hould  have  great  trouble. 

In  the  present  case  at  issue,  the  party  belongs  to  the  Mobile  Lodge 
fuoad  hoc.  The  offense  was  against  that  Lodge  in  being  initiated, 
passed  and  raised,  on  the  rejection  here.  Presenting  himself  to  us 
as  a  Mason,  our  Grand  Master  says  truly  he  is  irregularly  made, 
and  to  as  is  as  a  non-Mason — a  profane.  He  must  be  regularized 
by  the  body  undertaking  to  make  him  a  Mason.  Until  we  are  pre- 
pared  to  acknowledge  him  as  a  regularly  made  Mason  we  know 
him  not. 

In  reply  to  Brother  Pillans,  in  the  matter  of  the  report  of  our  com- 
mittee, we  never  knew  so  unfortunate  a  reference.  Our  doctrine  is 
that  a  member  of  a  Lodge  should  be  tried  only  by  his  Lodge,  or  by 
its  consent.  Again,  that  transient  Masons,  non-members,  can  be 
tried  for  offenses  committed  by  any  Lodge  where  the  offense  was 
committed.  In  this  case  the  party  is  not  a  member  of  any  Lodge 
here,  and  he  has  committed  no  offense,  Masonically,  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion. His  offense  was  in  Alabama  and  against  the  Lodge  in  Mobile. 
The  cases  are  as  traversed  as  they  can  possibly  be. 

The  brethrein  doubtless  recollect  the  case. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  that  the  Brother  thinks  that  Alabama  is 
right  in  holding  that  a  brother  sojourning  within  the  limits  of  any 
jurisdiction,  though  not  belonging  to  it,  may  be  tried  by  any  Lodge 
within  whose  jurisdiction  he  may  have  committed  a  masonic  offense. 

Of  the  diversity  that  exists  in  the  jurisprudence  of  the  several  dif- 
ferent Ghrand  Lodges  he  thus  speaks: 

At  a  very  early  day  in  our  Masonic  career,  we  had  come  to  the  sad 
conclnsion  that  there  existed  a  great  state  of  confusion  in  Masonic 
Janspmdenoe.    This,  it  was  evident,  grew  out  of  the  independent 
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actionn  of  so  many  sovereign  Grand  Lodges,  each  one  endeavoring  to 
attain  the  snimnnm  btmnm  in  Masonic  law. 

In  times  gone  past  repeated  efforts  had  been  mode  to  organize  a 
general  Grand  Lodge  for  the  United  States,  which  resulted  in  as 
many  failures,  and  rightly  so  too,  for  a  general  Grand  Lodge  is  anom- 
alous. Nevertheless,  the  evils  of  such  diversities  still  continue,  and 
there  is  as  much  contention  now  over  mooted  questions  as  ever  before. 
Why?  We  answer  for  several  important  reaHons,  viz  :  The  want  of 
a  consensus  as  to  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which  all  ques- 
tions should  be  constructed;  secondly,  the  want  of  the  proper  culture 
and  correct  information  on  the  history  and  philosophy  or  Masonry; 
and  thirdly,  by  tht'  confusion  and  blending  in  the  minds  of  too  many 
of  our  writers  of  the  legendary  parts  of  our  rituals,  and  that  juris- 
prudence by  which  our  financial  and  other  vital  interests  should  be 
controlled. 

In  the  decisions  of  many  Grand  Masters  we  clearly  detect  the  old 
idea  of  the  purely  ritual  autocracy  of  King  Solomon  carried  into  the 
business  transactions  of  the  Lodge. 

We  don't  exactly  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  last  sentence, 
but  we  may  not  have  the  brains. 

FLORIDA 

Held  the  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  her  Grand  Lodge  at  the 
city  of  Jacksonville,  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1884,  Zelotes  H.  Ma- 
son, Grand  Master,  presiding,  with  representatives  from  61  subordi- 
nates present,  representing  2314  masons,  being  a  gain  of  nine  during 
the  year. 

Among  the  dispensations  issued  by  the  Grand  Master,  we  notice 
one  to  enable  the  Lodge  to  confer  the  degrees  out  of  time  because  the 
candidate  **iras  about  to  move  out  of  Vie  Tjodge  Jurisdiction."  We  vent- 
ure the  assertion  that  this  Brother  has  lived  many  years  within  the 
sound  of  the  gavel,  and  that  he  was  not  prompted  to  seek  the  degree» 
until  he  thought  they  would  be  of  some  material  benefit  where  he  was 
going  to  move  his  residence  :  at  least  this  has  been  our  observation. 
It  will  be  found,  we  fancy,  that  he  will  most  probably  be  found  to 
continue  to  be  a  dimitted  mason — one  of  those  drones  that  may 
boast  of  the  name  of  mason,  yet  contribute  nothing  to  its  welfare. 
We  also  note  two  dispensations  to  fill  the  stations  of  Wardens,  be- 
cause the  properly  insbJled  officers  had  dimitted.  In  but  few  juris- 
dictions are  di missions  allowed  to  these.  In  one  of  the  instances  aU 
luded  to  both  wardens  had  dimitted  ;  in  the  other,  only  the  senior. 
Now,  we  learn  from  the  installation  charges  that  in  such  a  case  the 
junior  of  right  fills  the  place.  Can  a  Gmnd  Master,  by  his  ipse  dixU^ 
set  aside  the  obligation  conferred  at  installation  ?  Is  not  this  stretch- 
ing the  dispensing  power  or  prerogative  a  little  too  far?    We  ask  that 
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we  may  be  enlightened  by  older  and  more  learned  masons,  and  if  we 
are  wrong,  be  set  right. 

We  notice  in  the  proceeding's  another  of  those  beautiful  and  frater- 
nal acts  which  have  so  frequently  illustrated  the  teachings  of  our  or- 
der since  the  unhappy  strife  between  the  sections,  the  delivering  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Florida,  by  Brother  John  T.  Hicks,  W.  M.  of 
Clark  Lodge  No.  101.  Springfield,  Ohio,  of  the  records  of  ^'Dawkins 
Military  Lodge,"  of  Perry's  brigade.  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  which 
bad,  by  the  fate  of  war,  fallen  into  the  hands  of  a  brother. 

Brother  Robert  J.  Perry  was  made  Grand  Master,  Brother  De  Witt 
C.  Dawkins  being  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

A  review  of  the  reports  of  the  D.  D.  Grand  Masters,  shows  that  the 
Lodges  are  generally  in  a  very  healthy  condition  ;  yet,  we  find  almost 
every  where,  complaints  of  the  lack  of  zeal  which  will  stimulate  to 
punctual  atttendance  on  lodge  meetings. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  accomplished 
Grand  Secretary,  who  passes  over  the  home  Grand  Lodges,  and  gives 
a  hasty  review  of  some  of  the  foreign,  of  which  we  may  say  more  in 
another  part  of  this  report. 

GEORGIA. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Josiah  I.  Wright  presided  over  the  Annu- 
al Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Statp,  held  on  30th  Oc- 
tober. 1883,  with  representatives  present  from  226  lodges. 

The  total  membership  in  this  jurisdiction  is  10,355,  and  since  last 
report  there  had  been  a  loss  of  80. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry, — what  should  be  done  with  one  who  has 
been  indefinitely  suspended?    The  Grand  Master  says  : 

The  question  has  come  up  from  all  quarters,  and  is  not  altogether 
free  from  difficulty  ;  but  whether  right  or  wrong  I  have  made  my  de- 
cision according  to  what  I  believe  to  be  sound  law,  and  certainly  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  Fraternity,  as  follows  :  If  suspended  inddinite- 
ly  for  the  non-payment  of  dues,  having  the  ability  to  pay,  and  if,  af- 
ter a  reasonable  time  allowed  for  reflection  and  payment,  the  offend- 
ing brother  still  neglects  and  refuses  to  come  forward  and  pay,  as  law 
and  duty  require  him  to  do — the  offense  b«jing  a  continuing  one — let 
the  charges  be  renewed  for  failing  to  comply  with  his  obligations  and 
duty,  and  let  him  be  thenceforth  excluded  and  his  expulsion  recom- 
mended. 

If  suspended  indefinitely  for  drunkenness,  that  most  common  of 
all  Masonic  offenses,  and  the  offense  is  continued,  and,  like  the  sow, 
he  continues  to  return  to  his  wallowing  in  the  mire,  let  the  charge  be 
speedily  renewed  and  his  expulsion  recommended. 

If  suspended  for  any  other  offense,  let  a  like  procedure  be  had  in 
his  case,  and  rid  forever  the  body  politic  of  the  fungus  growth  that  is 
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eonHanUy  and  eerlainiy  destroying  its  Tital  power  for  good.    Brethren, 
here  is  work  for  yon,  and  room  for  legislation,  it  may  be. 

Suppose  each  master  here  looks  back  over  the  records  of  his  Lodge* 
for  a  few  years,  and  he  will  find  from  one  to  a  score  of  suspended 
Hasons.  What  profit  are  they  to  themselves  or  to  their  Lodge,  or  to 
any  body  else  as  Masons  ?  Yet  they  bear  oar  mark — are  Masons — 
only  suspended,  and  are  a  dead  weight  to  the  whole  Fraternity. 
What  profit  is  there  in  snspending  a  Mason  for  the  non-payment  of 
dues  and  still  hold  on  to  him,  and  still  let  him  go  on  forever  in  his 
wrong-doing ;  or  what  profit  is  there  in  suspending  indefinitely  a  man 
for  drnnkenness  and  still  let  him  go  on  in  his  drunkenness  and  die  a 
sot  and  Uot  upon  the  Order,  and  yet  labelled  a  Free  and  Accepted 
Mason?  Brethren,  yon  have  the  power,  and  I  exhort  you  now,  that 
during  the  present  session  you  wipe  out  by  legal  enactment,  at  once 
and  forever,  from  your  Statutes  and  Standard  By-Laws  the  penalty  of 
md^inUe  mupension.  If  reprimand  will  not  reform  ;  if  all  the  high 
and  holy  motives  for  right  living  will  not  move  to  reform,  then  cut  off 
Hie  leaftess,  fruitless,  yea  dead  brunches — rid  the  hive  of  these  dead 
weights  that  only  impede  our  work  and  weaken  our  moral  force. 

This  is  a  very  grave  question,  the  more  so  as  ordinary  pride  seems 
to  have  deserted  so  many  who  suffer  themselves  to  be  suspended  lor 
non-payment  of  dues.  Of  these  there  is  quite  an  army,  for  where 
there  is  579,826  Masons,  members  of  Lodges,  there«  are  14,549  sus- 
pended for  this  cause.  This  we  gather  from  the  industry  of  Brother 
Diehl,  Orand  Secretary  of  Utah. 

The  Ghrand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  recognized,  and  also  that  of  Por- 
tngal,  and  a  representative  sppointed  for  the  latter. 

John  S.  Davidson  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  J.  Emmett  Black- 
shear,  Orand  Secretary. 

Brother  Blackshear  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  re- 
Tiewing  Alabama  for  1882.  He  sets  out  with  an  expression  of  deter- 
minatio>n  to  make  a  short  report,  and  he  does  it,  and  does  it  well. 

IDAHO. 

From  the  Territory  of  Idaho  comes  the  greeting  of  her'  Grand 
Lodge,  consisting  of  representatives  of  eight  Lodges,  presided  over 
by  Grand  Blaster  Lafayette  Cartee,  whose  communication  was  held 
on  11th  September,  1883.  There  are  on  the  rolls,  active  lodges,  11, 
with  a  membership  of  438  ;  47  being  added  during  the  past  year. 

Masonry  seems  to  be  active  in  its  efforts  to  teach  morality  and  the 
exercise  of  charity.  A  number  of  children,  orphans  of  deceased 
brethren,  received  the  benefits  of  it.  Tet,  if  we  are  allowed  to  infer 
from  the  Grand  Master's  address,  we  would  conclude  that  the  vic^ 
of  intemperance  was  about  to  overshadow  the  good  done  by  the 
Order, 
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Grand  Lodges  of  Arizona  and  New  South  Wales  were  recognized. 
Brother  Chester  P.  Goburn  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Jonas  W.  Brown,  Grand  Secretary. 
No  report  on  Correspondence. 

INDIANA, 

The  Annual  Communication,  the  Sixty-Fifth  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  was  held  on  27th  day  of  May,  1884,  with  Grand  Master  Bruce 
Carr  in  the  East,  and  representatives  from  457  Lodges.  Total  num- 
ber of  Lodges,  499 ;  membership,  23,143 ;  gain,  33 ;  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues,  700  ;  quite  ap  array.  Can  no  device  be  con- 
ceived which  will  put  a  stop  to  this  indifference  to  the  good  name  ? 

The  Grand  Master  thus  delivers  himself  on  the  subject  of  Objection 
after  election.  You  will  notice  that  the  difficulty  is  partly  due  to 
there  being  but  one  ballot  for  all  the  degrees  : 

There  has  been  more  trouble  on  the  subject  of  objections  to  the 
advancement  of  candidates  than  any  other  one  subject.  This  grows 
.out  of  the  adoption  of  the  one-ballpt  system,  a  departure  of  very 
doubtful  expediency,  as  I  have  always  believed,  and  my  experience 
of  the  last  two  years  has  confirmed  the  belief.  I  have  frequently 
been  called  upon  to  construe  Section  €2  of  the  Rules  relating  to  ob- 
jections. I  can  see  but  one  construction  that  can  be  placed  upon  the 
laDKuage  used  in  the  section.  I  construe  it  to  mean  that  if  a  member 
is  always  ready  at  the  stated  meetings  with  his  objections,  he  can 
prevent  the  advancement  from  one  meeting  to  another  indefinitely. 
But  if  he  wishes  to  place  the  candidate  in  a  situation  that  will  make 
these  stated  objections  unnecessary,  he  must  prefer  charges.  I  can't 
read  the  section  any  other  way. 

The  debt  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  which  induced  them  to  meet  but  on 
every  alternate  year,  is  so  far  reduced  as  to  produce  the  hope  that 
with  one  more  long  intermission  it  will  all  have  been  extingoshed 
and  the  yearly  communications  resumed. 

The  Grand  Master  urges  committees  on  investigation  to  be  more 
rigid  in  their  inquiries,  and  says  : 

The  duties  of  a  committee  appointed  to  investigate  the  character 
of  a  petitioner,  and  his  fitness  to  be  made  a  Mason,  should  be  some- 
thing more  than  simply  to  indorse  the  petition  with  **  favorable  '*  or 
"unfavorable."  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  to 
make  strict  and  diligent  inquiry  into  the  character  of  the  petitioner, 
ascertain  what  are  his  habits— domestic  and  business,  as  well  as  his 
moral  and  intellectnal  capacity,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon  them  to 
report  this  fully  to  the  Lodge. 

And  advises: 

Do  not  hesitate  to  use  the  ballot  when  a  candidate  is  proposed 
whose  moral  character  is  questionable.    Teach  your  young  Mlasons 
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that  Masonry  iR  somethiDg  more  than  merely  a  knowledge  of  the 
Work  and  Kitual.  It  is  a  system  of  moral  philosophy,  fnll  of  lessons 
of  fraternity,  Tirtne  and  chHrity.  And  it  is  intended  that  all  who 
shall  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  membership  in  this 
Fraternity,  shall  become  so  imbued  with  its  moral  teachings  that  it 
shall  be  evidenced  in  the  conduct  of  their  lives.  It  encourages  action 
rather  than  profession.  It  is  the  prar  •'"'  rather  than  the  Iheordical 
which  it  seeks,  and  it  looks  more  care  ...ly  to  deeds  than  toords.  He 
who  assumes  the  duties  and  obligations  of  a  Mason,  must  make  the 
practice  of  the  virtues  it  teaches  the  moral  plummet  of  his  life. 

We  clip  the  report  of  a  committee  on  application  of  a  Lodge  for 
remission  of  dues  because  of  loss  of  property  by  lire  and  the  action 
of  the  Orand  Lodge  thereon,  because  we  think  it  the  proper  course 
to  pursue.  If  Lodged  would  but  insure  all  their  property,  these  ap- 
peals would  be  by  far  fewer  : 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Ne^^^n  Lodge  No.  3G1,  for  remission  of  dues,  on  account 
of  loss  of  hall  and  property  by  fire,  report  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has 
already  established  a  precedent  not  to  remit  the  dues  of  any  Lodge 
on  account  of  loss  by  fire.  In  view  of  this  fact,  your  committee  re- 
commends that  the  prayer  of  Newton  Lodge  be  not  granted,  and 
would  again  point  out  the  necessity  of  a  full  insurance  policy  to  cover 
all  losses 

Which  was  concurred  in. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  and  Arizona, 
were  each  recognized  and  greeted. 

Brother  Albert  P.  Charles  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
William  H.  Smythe,  Grand  Secretary. 

An  interesting  report  on  Correspondence  wa««  presented  by  Brother 
William  Gammons,  reviewing  Alabama  for  1882  and  1883. 

We  copy  his  statistical  table,  which  is  of  value  for  reference  : 
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ILLINOIS. 

We  have  before  ns  the  proceedings  of  the  Forty-Fifth  Annnal  Com- 
mimicatioii  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  over  which  presided,  M.  \V.  Grand 
Master,  Daniel  M.  Browning  There  were  present  representatives 
from  571  Lodges.  This  jurisdiction  embraaes  683  Lodges,  with  a 
membership  of  39,505,  of  which,  36,614  reside  in  Illinois— gain  440. 

Tlie  Grand  Master  declares  that  ''Masonry  in  Illinois  was  never  in 
a  more  healthy  and  prosperous  condition." 

This  Grand  Lodge  also  received  a  photographic  copy  of  the  original 
record  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  PhUadelphia,  June  24,  1731,  Liber  B. 

The  business  generally  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  of  local  interest. 
The  Committee  on  jurisprudence,  however,  reported  that : 

"A  member  of  a  lodge  can  not  be  disciplined  for  objecting  to  a  broth- 
er who  is  not  a  member,  visiting  the  lodge.  Nor  can  his  reason  for 
objecting  be  inquired  into." 

This  we  believe  to  be  our  rule  also. 

We  find,  also,  that  to  this  committee  was  referred  a  resolution  re- 
commending the  abolition  of  fees  for  affiliation  as  "tending  to  encour- 
age non-affiliation  and  relaining  membership  in  distant  Lodges."  But 
the  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  a  special  Report,  which  for 
the  information  of  the  brethren  of  Alabama  who  may  read  this  report, 
^e  give  entire.  The  information  was  of  interest  to  us,  and  we  pre- 
wme  will  be  so  to  them.  It  was  made  a  special  order,  and  atter  con- 
uderable  debate  it  was  adopted  with  only  10  vote»  against  it. 

'^oiheM.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  F.  <fe  A.  M.,of  the  Slate  of  lUinois: 

Bbbthben  :  It  has  long  been  a  settled  law  of  this  Grand  Body,  that 
jooges  of  the  Symbolic  Craft  (the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fel- 
|ow  Craft  and  Master  Mason)  could  not  be  authorized  except  by  and 
Jhroughthe  inherent  powers  of  a  Free  and  Independent  virand  Lodge, 
^^ly  and  constitutionally  organized  in  accordance  with  primary  im- 
memorial usage  ertablished  by  the  ancient  law,  and  which  declares  as 
^fundameiftal  principle  or  landmark,  that  Masons  are  not  permitted 
*^  make  innovations  upon  the  body  of  the  Institution. 
Notwithstanding  the  pointed  provisions  of  this  groundwork  of  the 
^'^t,  it  has  been  the  practice  in  some  of  the  States  of  Continental 
^lUope,  and  in  the  Spanish  settlements  of  the  Continents  of  North 
•yd  Boath  America,  to  merge  the  Craft  with  outside  associations  of 
fj^sons  (both  legitimate  and  illegitimate),  a  union  that  was  never  con- 
^mplated  by  the  original  progenitors  of  the  Institution,  and  which  is 
J(ot  only  inimical  to  independent  craft  existence,  but  is  also  in  viola- 
^^^  of  the  primary  law  of  its  early  organic  foundation.  For  these 
'easong  this  Gr.md  Lodge  has  for  years  declined  to  recognize  Grand 
^ges  that  were  not  in  their  entirety  made  up  of  lodges  deri\ing 
^eir  authority  from  constitutional  Grand  Bodies  of  the  Fraternity. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has  never  interposed  obstacles  to  mem- 
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bers  of  its  lodges  entering  into  any  association  of  Masons  (without 
the  portals  of  its  lodges),  bat  it  firmly  denies  to  such  associations  the 
authority  to  assume,  in  any  associated  capacity  or  otherwise,  any 
f 'inction  inhering  to  its  lodges  ;  therefore  it  is,  that  the  attention  of 
your  committee  has  been  called  to  an  article  appearing  in  a  periodical 
known  as  the  "Masonic  World"  (and  for  the  month  of  April  of  tbe 
present  year),  a  paragraph  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  following 
letter  of  inquiry.  As  such  publication  was  supposed  to  be  the  or^ 
or  mouthpiece  of  the  co-called  **Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis," 
with  central  authority  resident  in  boston,  Massachubetts,  I  addressed 
a  letter  to  Brother  "Darius  Wilson,  96^,"  and  the  "Grand  Master" of 
said  Hite,  as  follows  : 

Office  of  the  Committee  on  Cobbsspondenck,  ) 
Of  the  Grakd  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F  &  A.  M.,    \ 

Chicago,  May  5,  1884. ) 

To  Orand  Master  Darius  Wilson,  96,90,  Egyptuin  Masonic  RiiecfMem^ 
phiSf  Boston: 

In  the  "Masonic  World,"  published  in  your  city,  and  for  themontk 
of  April  last,  I  find  an  oxtract  from  the  "Masonic  Tablet/'  theoon- 
cluding  paragraph  of  which  reads  : 

"The  liraiid  Lodge  of  Miissachusetts  has  committed  a  faJUl  error 
because  she  does  not  attempt  to  carry  into  effect  her  illegitimat* 
amendment,  or  if  she  does,  the  result  will  be  schism  and  confoaon 
worse  confounded.  The  three  Scottish  Kite  Bodies  assailed  will  nai- 
urally  unite  and  form  an  alliance  offensive  and  defensive  with  tha 
members  of  the  Egyptian  Kites,  and  as  all  these  bodies,  if  forced  i>- 
to  the  position,  have  the  inherent  right  to  grant  warrants  for  BliM 
Lodges,  the  result  would  speedily  be  two  Grand  Lodges,  a  result  tbit 
the  whole  Masonic  world  would  deplore,  but  which  in  all  probability 
would  occur  if  the  GrHnd  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  attempted  to  expel 
leading  members  of  the  higher  degrees." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has  never  presumed  to  dictate  to  mem- 
bers of  its  constituent  lodges  their  affiliations  with  other  sodidiUeeor 
associations,  if  of  a  reputable  character,  and  that  do  not  offer  any  hf*** 
tility  to  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which  the  lodge  is  foanded ; 
but  we  do  insist  upon  entire  and  unreserved  contnd  of  the  degreesof 
Symbolic  or  Craft  Masonry,  to-wit :  the  degrees  of  Entered  Appreiu 
tice.  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  within  the  territorial  joriadie* 
tion  of  our  '  irand  Lodge.  Will  you  therefore  advise  the  committet 
if,  under  any  circumstances  or  conditions,  it  is  held  by  the  body  OT«r 
which  you  have  the  houor  to  preside,  that  it  has  an  inherent  right  to 
establish,  conduct  or  control  Blue  Lodges,  meaning  thereby  the  three 
degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  ^uiaoo. 

As  it  is  the  particular  province  of  this  committee  to  lay  before  onr 
Grand  Lod^e  any  information  touching  its  welfare,  it  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  you  will  give  this  communication  your  early  attention. 

IHEODORE  T.  GURNEY. 

Correspondent. 

In  response  to  this.  Brother  Wilson  writes  as  follows,  at  the  same 
time  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  constitution  of  said  Rite  of  Memphis. 
First  to  his  letter,  followed  by  a  quotation  from  the  oonstitntion  afore- 
said, and  to  which  he  particularly  directed  our  attention  : 
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'*£oYPTiAN  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis, 
Office  of  the  Soyekeion  Sanctuabt  of  America, 

Boston,  Mass.,  May  10,  1884. 

eodore  T.  Ourney^  Cfiairman  of  Gomm'dUe  on  (hrrespondenoe  of  the  Jf. 
\  Grand  Lodge  of  lUinois  F.  i*  A.  M.  : 

tf oer  WoBSHiPFUL  Sib  and  Deab  Bbotheb  :  Yours  of  the  5th  in- 
i  received.  You  ask  *if,  under  any  circumstances,  it  is  held  by 
body  over  which  you  have  the  honor  to  preside,  that  it  has  an  in- 
int  right  to  establish,  conduct  or  control  Blue  Lodges,  meaning 
«by  the  three  degrees  of  Craft  Masonry,  Entered  Apprentice,  Fel- 
Craft  and  Master  Mason.' 

[  answer,  that  we  have  no  right,  nor  do  we  claim  the  privilege,  to 
k  or  control  the  first  three  first  degrees  of  Masonry  in  nny  State 
?erritory  where  a  Grand  Lodge  is  legitimately  working  those  de- 
». 

But  we  do  claim  to  have  the  same  right  as  that  possessed  by  the 
ttish  and  other  Rites  of  Masonry  to  work  the  first  three  degrees 
inoccnpied  territory,  but  we  differ  from  the  Scottish  Rite  in  this, 
t  we  work  thorn  only  for  a  specific  purpose,  viz.  :  the  establish- 
it  of  a  Symbolic  State  or  Territorial  Grand  Lodge,  after  which  we 
16  to  have  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  control  of  those  de- 
es. 

'We  hATe  never  exeroised  the  privilege  in  this  country,  neitber  do 
expect  to  do  so.  We  prefer  to  leave  this  matter  entirely  to  the  va- 
18  Grand  Lodges  of  the  different  States  and  Territories  ;  yet  yon 
I  see  by  our  constitution,  which  Lhave  already  mailed  to  your  ad- 
88,  that  we  do  not  propose  to  be  bottled  up  and  prevented  from 
rking  by  the  hostile  and  un-Masonic  action  of  any  Grand  Lodge  of 
fc  A  M.  We  always  have  treated,  and  shall  continue  to  treat, 
iod  Lodges  Craft  Masonry  with  the  greatest  courtesy,  but  if  they 
ke  unreasonable  warfare  upon  us  we  shall  try  to  protect  ourselves, 
t  is  all. 

'  We  firmly  believe  in  Grand  Lodge  sovereignty,  but  we  just  as 
oly  believe  that  Grand  Lodges  should  attend  to  their  own  legiti- 
te  business  and  let  us  alone. 

'  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  has  placed  herself  in  such  a 
dtion  as  to  authorize  us,  under  the  provisions  of  our  constitution, 
astablish  a  Grand  Lodge  in  this  Commonwealth,  and  yet  we  have 
;  been  hasty. 

'Almost  two  years  have  elapsed,  and  we  have  not  as  yet  availed 
lelves  of  this  privilege,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  we  ever  shall,  as 
think  it  will  be  unnecessary.  Trusting  thtit  I  have  answered  your 
.'stions  as  fully  as  you  desire,  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Yours  fraternally, 

DARIUS  WILSON,  96°, 
Grand  Master  Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis  U.  S.  A." 
lere  follows  the  quotation  from  the  constitution  of  that  Rite,  here- 
}re  referred  to  : 

* 'ARTICLE  Vn. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICBBS. 

SicmoN  1.  (1)  The  Most  Illustrious  Sovereign  Grand  Master 
leral  shall  possess  absolute  authority  concerning  the  laws,  rituals 
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ftnd  usages  of  the  Order.    He  shall  preside  at  all  mc 
er^ign  l^nctnary. 

**(2)  Ho  shall  possess  aathority  to  confer  the  i 
the  Kite,  from  the  first  to  the  ninety-sixth  inclnsiT 
ever,  that  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fello 
ter  Mason  shall  be  conferred  in  any  Stale  or  Terr 
exists  a  Grand  Loilge  regularly  constituted  by  antho 
other  Rite  of  Masonry  ;  provided,  further,  that  idioi 
knowleiige  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  any  State  or  1 
resolution  or  constitution,  had  denounced  the  Bite 
scribed  any  of  its  degrees,  or  endeavored  in  any  n 
the  members  of  its  dependents  from  receiving  said  < 
other  act  attempted  to  injure  or  prevent  the  worki 
of  the  Kite  of  Memphis,  the  Most  Illustrious  Gran 
may,  in  consequence  of  such  un-Masonic  act,  consi 
Teiritory  Masonically  unoccupied,  and  may  at  his 
charters  for  Masters*  lodges  of  the  £g\*ptian  Rite  ( 
when  in  his  opinion  a  sufficient  number  of  snborc 
been  formed  in  such  State  or  Territory,  he  shall  u 
the  constitution  of  a  Grand  Lodge  of  three  degree 
establishment,  shall  possess  exclusive  and  suprei 
lirst,  second  and  third  degrees  within  such  State  or 

Your  committee  would  further  represent,  that  ant 
as  the  **  Ancient  and  Primitive  Rite  of  Memphis," 
to  assume,  by  its  cbarters,  that  it  has  rights  ovei 
Craft  degrees.  M.  W.  I3n>ther  Dewitt  C.  Cregier,  1? 
of  Masons  in  Ulinois,  and  as  detennined  in  hostiiit; 
tions  as  is  the  writer,  addressed  a  note  to  Alexai 
Grand  Master  General  of  the  said  Ancient  and  1 
Memphis,  receiving  the  following  reply  : 

"A.  A'  P.  Rite  of  Mem 

"OmcE  OF  Alexander  B.  Mott,  M.  D.,  HIi.-.  IK).-.  I 

Gbaxd  Master  General  in  and  for  the  0>ntinen 

02  Madison  Avenue,  New  York,  M 

"///.  Bro.  DeiciU  C.  (Vfhj^r,  33.-.  Do..,  Grand  li^prtst 

**  Dear  Sir  and  III.  Brother  :  Your  letter  of  tl 
received  prompt  attention  but  for  my  absence  froi 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa, ,  organizing  a  Myi'  ~ 
charter  of  the  old  one.  Ot  course, 
charters  tjive  wtthe  rhjht  to  onjaniz*:, 
not  fte  exercised,  and  if  you  will  refe^' 
Bite  of  Memphis,  you  will  find  thai 
should  never  be  done  with  my  sano 

Subsequently,   Brother  Cregier 
from  the  same  source,  dated  ^lay 

"  Yon  favor  of  '23il  has  been  reo' 
History  and  Constitution  of  the  A^ 
under  the  auspicies  ot  the  Sov.  i 
you  have  a  copy.    Upon  page  17! 
which  we  work,  endorsed  by  th 
which  aathorizeft  from  Ist  to  95 


bis  country),  gives  then}  a  pricUe/je  irhich  tee  dieerJuUy 
jrrand  Lodges  of  the  U.  S.  On  the  contrary,  we 
ami  consitleration  for  doing  so,  from  Grand  Lodges, 
by  those  bodies  in  the  same  light  as  Chapters, 
\.  &  A.  Kite.  You  will  also  tind  that  the  same  law 
reference  to  expulsion  in  Blue  Lodges,  of  members 

irill  place  my  last  letter  before  the  Committee  on 
:  Grand  Lodge,  be  so  kind  as  to  attach  this  one  to 
Q  understand  our  position  and  not  place  us  in  the 
hey  may  the  fraudulent  Sov.  Sanc'ty  of  Boston, 
Eida,  all  having  their  origin  from  Calvin  C.  Burt, 
•  me.  acknowledged  that  he  never  hiid  a  charter  of 
bis,  but  used  a  photograph  of  one  in  my  possession, 
ifason  for  over  thirty  year.<4,  and  never  until  lately 
Lodges,  who  claim  that  there  is  nothing  beyond 
^ould  presume  to  dictate  to  M  M.  what  societies 
en  claiming  to  be  of  a  Masonic  character)  thoy 
join;  they  have  no  jurisdiction  beyond  the  Lodge, 
radict  their  own  doctrine  when  the^'  legislate  out' 

Uing  and  desirous  that  they  should  denounce  im- 
ti.  M.  to  have  no  intercourse  with  them,  1  am  uri' 
1  Uie  aawe  cjitegory.  and  shall asserttfu:  rights  givfn  to 
iriers  in  my  poasession,  and  the  recognition  of  our  Sov. 
theworld.^'        •••••• 

>th  letters. 

1  not  fail  to  observe  that  the  Brother  Mott  plants 
same  platform  with  Brother  AVilson;  that  under 
or  circumstances  he  will  exercise  the  supposed 
bis  charters  from  Franco,  and  insisted  upon  by  his 
•ries  of  the  globe. 

id  mortitication  that  we  find  members  of  lodges, 
Ivised  of  the  fundamental  principles  at  the  base  of 
:ence,  assuming  to  make  Alasons  and  organizing 
k'ithout  remote  constitutional  authority.     We  most 

this  assumnfinn    and  hh  un  rnrn<»»t.  nf  t.liA  T>iin>rtHA 
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He  Htmll  preside  at  all  m«etu^  <if  H 


infer  the  t 


rions  dM 


and  usAgea  oE  the  Order, 
er^ign  Hiinctuitr;. 

"1'2)     Hd  bIiuII  poacea: 
the  Kite,  from  tlia  tiret  i 

ever,  Lhut  tlie  degreas  uf  Entered  Apprentice,  FeUow  C 
ler  Maaiin  ahall  be  conferred  in  aay  Stale  or  Teiritoij  * 
eiials  e  Grand  Lodge  regular!  j  conBtitnted  bj  &ntbori(7  of  tUad 
other  Bite  of  Alaaonry ;  proTidail,  farther,  th&t  ebonld  it  oob*I 
tnonleilge  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  any  SlAle  or  Tenitoijtvi 
leBolntion  or  conatitnLion.  hud  denoanced  the  Rite  of  M«MpM^ 
suribed  an;  of  iia  degrees,  or  endeavored  in  any  iDBDner  tii|i 
the  lueiubera  of  its  dependenta  from  reoeiring  said  degrees, 0(1 
other  act  attempted  to  injure  or  prevent  the  working  ofthalr 
of  the  Itite  of  Memphis,  the  Most  ttlnalriocs  Grand  HsKer  St 
iuh;,  in  cunaeijaence  of  Bach  no-MuHonic  act,  consider  soeh  SI 
Territory  Mnaunically  oDoncnpied,  and  may  at  his  discretion  : 
charters  for  Maateni'  lodges  of  the  Egyptian  Kits  of  HsapUr 
vhen  in  his  opinion  a  salliciont  nnmber  of  nnbordinBt«  lodp 
been  formed  in  anch  Stute  or  Territory,  he  eh^  Kzmnt  s  eM 
the  coostitation  uf  a  Gnind  Lodge  of  three  degrees,  whiob,  ri 
establishment,  ehall  possesB  exclusive  and  sapreme  oontml  ■ 
tirst,  seoond  and  third  de^ees  within  Hnch  8l«te  or  Teriitofj* 

YoDT  committee  would  farther  represent,  that  another  B 
•a  the  "  Ancient  and  Prtniilive  Rite  of  Memphis, "  does  notfl 
to  aasniue.  by  its  chitrters,  (hat  it  has  rights  ov 

Craft  degrees,     M.  W.  Brother  Dewitl  C.  Cregier,  Past  G 

of  Masons  in  Qlinoia,  and  oa  determined  in  hostility  to  mA  m 
tioDB  ax  ia  the  writer,  addressed  a  note  to  Alexander  B.  Kt 
Gruud  Master  General  of  the  said  Ancient  and  PrimitiTS  I 
Uemphis,  receiving  the  following  reply  : 

"  A.  ±  P.  HlTK  01 
"OmcK  OF  A1.EIANDEB  B.  Morr,  M.  D.,  33. -.SO.-. 86,-, 
GrU4d  Masted  Oeheiui.  in  and  Fca  TKSConx»nR«dF, 

U2  Mauibom  AvtNOB,  New  Tout,  MmfM 

"III  Bro.  Deteiti  C.  Vreiger,  33. ■.  95.-.,  Orand  Brp. 

"  Dbab  8lk  ANC  11,1.  Bbothd  :    Your  leUer  of  thsMfcW 
received  prompt  attention  but  for  my  abeence  fian  tf 
in  Pbiladelphiu,  Pa.,  organizing  a  Mystic  Tempi"  *"" 
charter  0/  the  old  one.     Ot  course,  / 1  _ 
duirirra  •]li:e  11M  tht  right  to  orgitnut.  bodUt 
not  hf  ROTctard,  and  if  joo  will  refer  lo ' 
Bite  of  Memphis,  you  will  And  "'— *  "*■ 
should  never  be  done  with  my 

Hnbseqaently,    l<r"(tHr   Crri 
from  the  same  norii.'L', 'liit"l  ^1 

History  and  Conitilntii 
under  ths  1 — ^'  '  ' 
yoahaTsa 
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on  page  182  and  83 « a  decree  from  this  Sov.  Sancy,  forever  wniv' 

'  renoTiDciDg  all  claim  over  the  three  first  degrees,  and  making 

tory  that   a  candidate  shoald  be  a   Master  Mason  in  good 

_  to  be  received  into  the  order.     This  will  set  yon  right,  I 

^  Mid  yon  will  no  longer  express  sorrow  that  such  privilege  has 

ffianted  to  the  A.  &  P.  K.  of  Memphis,  whose  charter  (the  only 

,te  one  in  this  country),  gives  lhei(i  a  priviletje  which  we  cheerfully 

in  favor  of  Grand  Lodges  of  the  U.  S.     On  the  contrary,  we 

have  credit  and  consideration  for  doing  so,  from  Grand  Lodges, 

recognized  by  those  bodies  in  the  same  Ught  as  Chapters, 

deries  or  A.  &  A.  Rite.     Yon  will  also  tind  that  the  same  law 

with  OS,  in  reference  to  expulsion  in  Blue  Lodges,  of  memberti 

Rite. 

m  say  you  will  place  my  last  letter  before  the  Committee  on 

pondence  of  Grand  Lodge,  be  so  kind  as  to  attach  this  one  to 

ioat  they  can  understand  our  position  and  not  place  us  in  the 

category  as  they  may   the  fraudulent  Sov.  Sanc'ty  of  Boston, 

f^nd  Canada,  all  having  their  origin  from  Calvin  C.  Burt, 

a   letter  to  me.  acknowledged  that  he  never  had  a  charter  of 

te  of  Memphis,  but  used  a  pluylograph  of  one  in  my  possession. 

Ihave  been  a  Mason  for  over  thirty  years,  and  never  until  lately 

that  Grand  Lodges,  who  claim  that  there  is  nothing  beyond 

Iflae   Lodge,  would  presume  to  dictate  to  M  M.  what  societies 

ciations  (even  claiming  to  be  of  a  Mtisonic   character)   they 

permitted  to  join;  they  have  no  jurisdiction  beyond  the  Lodge, 

eeriainly  contradict  their  owu  doctrine  when  they  legislate  out' 

of  that  body. 

L  While  I  am  willing  and  desirous  that  they  should  denounce  im- 

llers  and  warn  M.  M.  to  have  no  intercourse  with  them,  /  am  vn- 

mig  to  be  placed  in  the  same  cateifory.  and  shall  assert  the  rights  given  to 

hy  the  several  charters  in  my  possession,  and  the  recognition  of  our  Sov. 

Jlc  ty  throughout  the  world.^'        •••••• 

Jkalics  ours  in  both  letters. 

Dfae  brethren  will  not  fail  to  observe  that  the  Brother  Mott  plants 
Uself  upon  the  same  platform  with  Brother  Wilson;  that  under 
rtain  conditions  or  circumstances  he  will  exercise  the  supposed 
lita  embraced  in  his  charters  from  France,  and  insisted  upon  by  his 
la  in  other  countries  of  the  globe. 

is  with  pain  and  mortification  that  we  find  members  of  lodges, 

mably  well  advised  of  the  fundamental  principles  at  the  base  of 

organized  existence,  assuming  to  make  Masons  and  organizing 

ma  into  lodges  without  remote  constitutional  authority.     We  most 

Iphatically  deny  this  assumption,  and  as  an,  earnest  of  the  pur2)ose 

this  Grand  Lodge  to  maintain  and  defend  rights  that  we  hold  to 

i  aacred  and  inviolable,  it  is  hereby  proclaimed  : 

First.  That  persons  cannot  be  made  Masons  -except  by  the  act  of 
regular  lodge,  working  under  the  jurisdiction  and  by  the  authority 
.  a  Grand  Lodge  duly  constituted  by  the  representatives  ot  lodges 
:  Free  and  Accepted  or  Craft  Masons. 

Second.     That  every  association  of  Masons,  of  whatever  name  or 

ee,  other  than  that  of  the  three  degrees  of  Craft  ^lasonry  here- 

re  described,  that  assumes  the  right  to  congregate,  initiate,  pass 

raise  persons  to  the  several  degrees  of  said  Craft  or  Symbolic 

>Dry,  IB  clandestine,  and  ia  hereby  so  pronounced  and  declared. 


no  APPENDIX.  [1884. 

And  whereas,  the  aforesaid  "Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  MemphiB,' 
of  which  Brother  Darins  Wilson  is  **  Grand  Master,"  together  wiUi 
the  •* Ancient  and  Primitive  Rite  of  Memphis,"  of  which  Brotbei 
Alexander  B.  Molt  is  Grand  Masttr,  declare,  by  both  positive  avowi 
and  implication,  that  they  and  their  organizations  have  an  inheren' 
right,  by  charters  and  otherwise,  to  establish  lodges  for  confernB( 
the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason 
therefore. 

Resolved  J  That  the  said  ''  Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis, 
and  the  said  ^'Ancient  and  Primitive  Kite  of  Memphis,"  and  all  othc 
associations  of  persons  of  wiiatevcr  degree  or  name  (other  than  loc^ 
«)f  Free  and  Accepted,  Symbolic  or  Craft  Masons,  and  the  Gran' 
Lodges  duly  constituted  by  iho  representatives  of  snch  lodges),  thi 
shall  arrogate  to  themselves  the  authority,  under  any  circamstaDCC 
or  conditions,  to  confer  the  degrees  of  symbolic  or  Craft  Masonij 
to-wit :  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  c 
whose  charters,  constitutions,  laws,  edicts  or  decrees  shall  assniDi 
or  permit  the  powers  organized  under  them  to  assume,  the  anthorit 
to  constitute  lodges,  or  bodies  of  any  other  name,  for  the  conferrin 
the  said  three  degrees  of  Symbolic  or  Craft  Masonry,  are  clandestu 
bodies  within  the  meaning  of  the  fundamental  law  of  Masonry;  an 
with  their  constituents,  dependents  and  individual  members  ai 
clearly  within  the  scope  of  the  inhibitions  of  Section  2,  Article  X,  i 
the  Constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge;  and  all  the  Masons  within  tt 
jurisdiction  of  the  said  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  are  hereby  wsmi 
that  any  Masonic  intercourse  with  the  aforesaid  '*  Egyptian  Mason: 
Rite  of  Memphis,"  of  which  Brother  Darius  Wilson  is  * 'Grand  Hti 
ter,"  or  the  **Ancient  and  Primitive  Rite  of  Memphis,"  of  which  Br 
Alexander  B.  Mott  is  "Grind  Master,"  their  members  and  constiti 
ent  bodies,  or  ^^ith  any  other  association  or  persons  assuming  to  b*i 
any  authority,  powers  or  privileges  in  Ancient  Cratt  ^lasonry,  n< 
derived  from  this  Grand  Lodge,  within  the  State  of  Illinois,  wiUsnl 
ject  them  to  the  penalty  attaching  to  a  violation  ot  their  Mason 
covenants. 

Brother  John  R.  Thomas  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brotb< 
Loyal  L.  Munn  re-elected  Grand  Sacretary. 

The  report  on  corre-^pondence  is  from  the  pen  of  P.  Grand  Mast 
Theodore  T.  Gurney.  To  meet  the  position  taken  by  some  brethn 
that  three  Lodges  less  alone  than  a  majority,  in  any  particular  i«r 
tory,  may  or;:anize  a  Grand  Lodge  and  assume  exclusive  jurisdietio 
ho  publishes  a  table  showing  the  total  number  of  Lodges  uniting 
organize  the  several  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  Statea  and  Briti 
American  provinces.  This  information  was  the  result  of  inqnir 
instituted,  and  demonstrates  that  in  every  instance  a  large  majority 
the  lodges  within  the  territory  ncted  together  in  their  formation. 

Alabama  receives  very  friendly  notice,  and  we  are  cheered  by  wo: 
of  encouragement  and  approval  from  so  distinguished  a  brother  i 
wTiter. 

He  very  properly  infers  that  we  think  the  recognition  of  tiie  Grt 
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Lodge  of  New   Sonth  Wales,  by  oar  Grand  Lodge,  at  the   time,  a 
fflistake. 

Notwithstanding  we  may  be  deemed  eictravagant,  or  anything  else, 
we  give  Brother  Gurney's  opinions  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the 
Orand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  about  what  are  so-called  higher  de« 
grees,  in  extenso.  We  esteem  this  a  grave  and  very  important  move- 
ment, and  one  frauj»ht  with  great  evil  to  Masonry.  The  disquisition 
which  follows  proved  of  great  interest  to  us,  and  we  trust  will  like- 
triie  prove  instructive  to  our  brethren.  It  is  well  for  us  all  to  be 
ioUy  informed  on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  the  Lodge. 

We  will  examine  into  this  matter  of  •*  spurious  rites  and  irregular 
lodges,  called  Masonic,"  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring,  if  not  overy- 
tlung  beyond  the  lodge,  might  possibly  be  found  not  to  be  **duly 
eonstitated  Masonic  "  organizations. 

This  question  was  briefly  presented  last  year ;  but  it  did  not,  to 
•nnelves,  embrace  suggestions  or  convictions  that  had  not  been  of 
puramoant  interest  for  the  past  twenty  years.  Prior  to  that  time,  we, 
ue  the  vast  majority  of  the  Craft,  had  been  content  with  wh.it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  general  tendency  to  usurpation,  supposing  that 
aepartnres  from  the  original  plan  of  Masonry,  so  wide-spread  and 
•nivernal,  had  foundation  in  some  written  or  unwritten  authority  to 
which  the  less  favored  in  degrees  and  orders  could  not  have  access, 
•od  which  were  employed  to  formulate  systems  that  neither  the 
original  constitutions  of  the  Fraternity,  or  other  constitutions  of 
Sngliah  speaking  jurisdictions  of  modern  times,  tad  ever  recognized. 
It  was  not  until  Massachusetts  made  the  departure  that  is  now  at- 
trAcUng  BO  much  attention,  did  it  occnr  to  the  average  Masonic 
mind  that  investigation  was  necessary  to  determine  by  wnat  right  or 
aathority  do  associations  of  Masons,  outside  the  lodge,  piesumeto 
■name  that  they  are  *'  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies  "  or  organi* 
zations.     To  this  inquiry  we  direct  the  attention  of  the  reader. 

It  is  not  until  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  that  Masons,  ex- 
cept the  few,  have  been  induced  to  canvass  questions  that  modern 
ftofiociations  should  have  long  ago  called  out ;  and  even  now  there  is 
leiifi  inquiry  upon  the  subject  than  is  justified  by  the  dangers  that 
beset  the  Masonic  Temple,  and  all  growing  oat  of  the  fact  that  ^Li- 
lonic  writers,  as  a  rule,  are  interested  in  the  development  of  favorite 
lystems,  and  who,  until  within  a  comparatively  brief  period,  have 
DootroUed  Masonic  sentiment  by  statements  in  their  various  public2i- 
kions,  that  have  not  been  criticized  in  the  light  of  inipartial  history. 

These,  as  foo  ish  as  they  now  appear,  have  had  the  desired  effect 
of  inculcating  false  conceptions  of  the  origin  of  such  associations, 
tnd  their  claims  to  legitimate  Masonic  parentage.  More  than  this, 
and  in  the  absence  of  a.  generally  diffused  literature  devoted  to  the 
Craft,  assumption  both  false  and  puerile  have  been  furnished  for 
edification  and  instruction. 

At  the  outset  of  this  discussion  we  wish  to  say,  that  we  are  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Chapter,  Council,  Commandery,  and  all  the  bodies  of  the 
^ttish  Rite  ;  and  liking  them  all,  and  believing  their  existence  does 
lot  remotelpr  jeopardize  any  interest  of  the  lodge,  we  do  not  entertain 
inj  disposition  whatever  to  place  them  in  any  false  position,  but 
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rather  in  their  true  relations  to  the  Institation  ;  in  the  earnest,  nn- 
qiialitied  belief  that  by  so  doing  their  truest  interests  will  be  pro- 
moted. Wo  like  them  all,  and  should  profoundly  regret  any  contin- 
gency that  would  make  it  necessary  to  abandon  associations  that  have 
afforded  so  much  gratification;  nevertheless,  should  the  time  ever 
arrive  (which  God  forbid)  that  we  must  select  which  we  must  ser^'e, 
we,  with  every  true  Mason  of  Illinois,  will  avow  unqualified  allegi- 
ance and  adhesion  to  the  only  "duly  constituted"  Masonic  organiza- 
tion upon  earth,  the  lodge. 

In  the  first  instance  we  will  inquire,  why  is  it  that  the  large  but 
happily  decreasing  majority  of  brethren  are  of  the  impression  that 
the  degrees  and  orders  of  Masonic  associations,  beyond  the  lodge, 
have  legitimate  connection  therewith  ?  This  inquiry  is  necessary  to 
get  at  the  root  of  peri)lexities  that  interpose  obstacles  to  a  cle-ir  un- 
derstanding of  the  questions  at  issue,  and  which  have  been  thrust 
upon  attention  by  the  action  of  our  brethren  of  Massachusetts,  in 
their  formal  and  official  declaration  that  the  organizations  heretofore 
named  are  **  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies." 

Turning  first  to  the  Chapter.  In  all  monitors  and  hand  books  of 
that  body  is  found,  substantially,  the  following  declaration  :  "This 
degree  (B.  A.)  is  indescribably  more  august,  and  sublime  and  im- 
portant than  all  which  precede  it,  and  is  the  summii  and  peifection  cf 
ancient  Masonry.  It  impresses  on  our  minds  a  belief  of  the  being  and 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Deity,  without  beginning  of  days  or  end  of 
years,  and  reminds  us  of  reverence  due  His  holy  name.  It  also 
brings  to  mind  many  essentials  of  the  Craft  which  were,  for  the  space 
of  four  hundred  and  seventy  years,  buried  in  darkness  ;  and  without  a 
knowledge  of  which  the  Mason's  character  cannot  be  complete.**   •    * 

"This  section  furnishes  us  with  many  interesting  particulars  rela- 
tive to  the  state  of  the  Fraternity  during  and  since  the  reign  of  King 
Solomon,"  &c.  (Italics  ours.)  Vide  Webb,  1818  ;  McCoy,  1859,  and 
other  writers. 

This,  brethren,  is  the  class  of  food  >%ith  which  the  masses  of  the 
Fraternity  have  been  served  from  time  out  of  mind,  and  it  is  not, 
therefore  surprising  that  Masons  not  particularly  interested  and  in- 
structed in  foundation  stones,  should  accept  as  orthodox,  whimsical 
assertions  so  boldly  put  forth,  because  of  the  absence  of  a  bold, 
truthful,  popular  literature  so  necessary  to  dispel  impositions  upon 
credulity. 

Now,  what  are  the  facts  relating  to  the  origin  of  the  degree  in  ques- 
tion, and  its  subsequent  relations  to  the  Fraternity.  Before  further 
discussion,  it  should  be  stated  that  the  appendant  degrees  of  M.  M., 
P.  M.,  and  M.  E.  M.,  are  of  American  origin  ;  at  least  so  far  as  their 
associations  with  the  Chapter  is  concerned.  They  are  entirely  un- 
known to  the  English  system,  and  have  never  been  connected  there- 
with. 

The  Boyal  Arch  was  not  known  prior  to,  or  &i  the  revival  of  1717. 
Neither  Anderson,  or  cotomporaneous  authors,  allude  to  it ;  neither 
is  it  mentioned  prior  to  its  attempted  introduction  into  the  English 
Masonic  system,  about  the  year  1740.  Up  to  that  time,  a.<i  the  late 
Brother  Mackey  says:  "The  essential  element  of  the  Royal  Arch 
constituted  a  component  part  of  the  Masters  degree,  and  was,  of 
course,  its  concluding  portion  ;  that  as  a  degree  it  was  not  at  adl 
recognized,  being  but  the  complement  ot  one  ;  that  about  that  time 
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it  WM  disserered  from  its  original  connection  and  elevated  to  the 
position  and  invested  ^ith  the  form  of  a  distinct  dej^'re"  by  the  body 
vhicb called itHelf  the  'Grand  Lod^e  of  England  according  to  the  old 
eonstitntionSf'  bat  which  Ih  more  familiarly  known  aH  the  Dermot  or 
Athol  Grand  Lodge,  and  frequently  as  the**  Ancients  ;'  that  in  177G  a 
BAular  degree,  fabricated  by  Dunkerly,  was  adopted  by  the  constitu- 
tional Gnuid  Lodge,  or  the  'Moderns/  and  that  in  1K13  it  wtis 
ftnnallj  recognized  as  a  part  of  the  York  Kite  by  the  United  Grand 
Lodge  of  Eof^nd." 

Brother  Mackey  farther  says  :  '*It  is  eTidont  that  the  existence  of 
the  Boyal  Arch  as  an  independent  and  distinct  degree,  dates  at  a 
comparatively  modern  period.  In  none  of  the  old  manuscript 
reoorda  of  Masonry  is  there  the  nlightest  allusion  to  it,  and  Anderson 
does  not  make  any  reference  to  it  in  his  history  of  the  Order.  The 
^  vordj  which  constitutes  the  essential  character  of  the  lioyal  Arch 
degree,  was  fonnd  by  Dr.  Oliver  in  an  old  Master  Mason's  tracing- 
rardof  the  date  of  about  1725  ;  and  hence  ho  concludes  '  that  the 
vord  at  that  time  had  not  been  severed  from  the  third  degree  and 
tnuuferred  to  another,*— in  other  words,  that  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
W  not  been  &bricated.*'  We  hope  the  reader  will  keep  the  forego- 
ing in  mind  for  the  day,  if  it  comes,  when  the  lodge  icill  demand  Us 

MR. 

Wears  aware  of  the  fact  that  distinguished  authors  reject  the  theo- 
litB  of  Brother  Mackey,  but  when  it  can  bo  made  plain  that  the 
'*vord*'  was  li>at,  and  subsequently  found  in  an  organization  that  did 
•otezMin  1717,  and  in  a  degree  faifricated  after  the  establishment  of 
the  first  Grand  Lodge,  then  we  will  review  the  conclusions  of  the 
Mthor  quoted. 

^ere  is  not  a  reasonable  doubt  but  that  the  Royal  Arch  originated 

in  the  fertile  brain  of  Chevalier  Ramsey,  who  made  the  unsuccessful 

<Aart  (1740)  for  its  introduction.     It  was,  however,  sei7.od  upon  by 

I^omot  and   Dankerley,  who  again  emasculated  the  third  degree, 

^it,  (the  B.  A.)  might  be  the  **summit  of  Ancient  Cnift  Masonry;'* 

ttdidierein  might  be  found  the  'Most  word"  (!)  that  a  Craftsman 

yold  possibly  secure  if  found   worthy  of    the  confidence  of  the 

Wpers  of  his  heritage. 

;        Thiere  is  much  more  of  history  upon  this  subject  that  could  be  pro- 

^     dnoed,  but  enough  has  been  snown  to  fix  the  correct  birth  of  the 

}     fBndamental  degree  of  the  Chapter. 

Bamsey'a  degree  is  yet  practiced  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe  ; 
^Bd  in  tlua  country  is  a  section  of  the  system  of  the  A.  A.  Rite,  and 
known  aa  "  Knight  of  the  Ninth  Arch."  How  long  the  United  Gnind 
Mgeof  England  insisted  upon  maintaining  this  abnormity,  is  not 
known  to  the  writer  ;  but  certain  it  is  that  the  degree  has  not,  for 
»*ny  jeaiB,  been  permitted  to  occupy  a  place  in  English  Masonry, 
J^^t  aa  an  honorarium,  and  is  entirely  unknown  to,  and  unauthor- 
»J  oy  the  Ancient  Craft. 

To  show  one  more  evidence  of  the  emasculation  referred  to,  and 
Jow  certain  it  is  that  the  essentials  of  the  Chapter  were  taken  from 
™*  «>dge,  we  ask  any  well  informed  Mason,  member  of  Chapter,  to 
•Jinww  the  esoteric  duties  of  Senior  Warden,  with  the  degree  of 

^~^y  ^w^ving  the  Chapter,  we  will  give  another  evidence  of  odu- 
'■■^*dm  tdrantages  heretofore  enjoyed  by  Masons.    In  all  monitors 
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known  to  the  writer,  will  be  found  the  Rablimity  of  assamption,  by 
as  sumijuj  to  inslrud  the  lodge  in  its  duties.  They  say:  **Thifl  de- 
gree (Past  Master)  should  be  carefully  studied,  and  well  understood, 
by  every  blaster  of  a  lodge.  It  treats  of  the  government  of  our 
^ciety  ;  the  disposition  of  our  rulers  ;  and  illustrates  their  requisite 
qualifications.  It  includes  the  ceremony  of  opening  and  closing 
lodges  on  the  several  preceding  degrees  ;  and  also  the  forms  of  in- 
stallation Mud  consecration,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  as  well  as  private 
lodges.  It  comprehends  the  ceremonies  at  laying  the  foundation 
stones  of  publics  buildings,  and  also  at  dedications  and  at  funerals, 
by  a  variety  of  particulars  explanatory  of  these  ceremonies."  This 
is  instruction  (!)  from  a  body  not  known  to  the  lodge,  except  inci- 
dentally through  its  membership  ;  nevertheless,  by  the  untninking 
it  is  accepted  as  legitimate,  not  only  by  Masons  of  culture  in  other 
departments  of  life,  but  who  have  never  been  disposed  to  inquiry ; 
but  worse  than  all,  by  Grand  Lodges  that  are  still  willing  to  recognize 
a  superstructure  unknown  to  the  original  plan,  while  at  the  same 
time  denouncing  all  innovations  upon  the  body  of  the  Fraternity. 

This  is  one  of  the  organizations  (Chapter)  that  our  brethren  of 
Massachusetts  recognize  as  a  **  duly  constituted  Masonic  body," 
conveying  the  impression  by  such  recognition,  that  it  is  an  integral 
part  or  section  of  Ancient  Symbolic  Masonry,  and  presumably  au- 
thorized to  practice  its  rites. 

From  the  Chapter  we  go  to  the  Counc?i  to  find  that  its  origin  is  not 
to  be  traced,  except  that  its  degrees  are  of  modem  date,  and  to  be 
found  in  the  Chapters  of  the  Mother  Country,  and  in  other  organiza- 
tions of  America  and  continental  Europe  ;  but  when  or  whence  they 
came  is  a  mystery  which  baffles  the  student  quite  as  much  as  do  the 
origin  of  degrees  and  orders  that  for  a  hundred  years  or  more  have 
insisted  upon  a  place  within  the  domain  of  Masonry  ;  and  which 
ignorance  on  the  one  hand,  and  presumption  on  the  other,  are  laying 
bare  the  incontestable  truth,  that  the  Symbolic  Craft  can  have  noth- 
ing to  do,  officially,  with  associations  of  Masons  that  have  come  into 
existence  without  its  authority. 

TTurning  now  to  the  Commandery.  The  Order  of  the  Red  Cross  is 
unknown  to  Templarism,  except  in  this  country.  It  bears  no  rela- 
tion to  Knighthood,  but  is  founded  upon  incidents  in  Jewish  history 
contained  in  the  apochryphal  book  oi  Esdras.  This  is  mentioned  to 
show  that  its  appearance  in  the  Templary  of  the  United  States  was 
designed  to  associate  the  Commandery,  (although  by  an  awkward 
detgur)  with  Chapter  and  lodge  When  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  as 
a  secret  benevolent  institution  made  its  appearance  none  can  tell, 
and  every  attempt  to  trace  its  earliest  associations  with  the  Frater- 
nity has  been  fruitless.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  Webb  and  his 
cotemporaries  succeeded  in  imprinting  upon  the  ignorance  of  their 
period,  the  baseless  assumption  that  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  were 
acknowledged  sections  of  Masonry.  To  more  thoroughly  impress 
Masons  with  the  idea  that  his,  Webb's,  creations  were  born  of 
Masonic  weJlock,  he  usurped  the  esoteric  rituals  of  l>oth  Chapter  and 
lodge  to  convey  an  impression  that  the  Order  of  the  Ked  Cross  would 
not  alone  justify. 

The  bodies  mentioned,  and  the  numerous  progeny  of  Ramsey  and 
his  cotemporaries,  have  each  and  all  i)er])etrated  a  like  offense,  to 
convey  the  idea,  and  without  any  positive  declaration,  that  the 
numeroas  systems  that  sprang  into  existence  in  their  day,  and  sub- 
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sequently,  were  conntenanced  by  the  *•  original  plan."  It  was, 
primarily,  from  the  distingxiished  Mason  just  mentioned  that  origina- 
ted, for  the  most  part,  the  multitude  of  degrees  and  orders  that  made 
their  appearance  in  Europe  during  first  and  second  quarters  of  the 
18th  century.  His  first  known  effort  to  disregard  the  ancient  charges, 
was  an  attempt  to  introduce  (into  England)  the  '*  Kite  of  Kamsey," 
in  1828.  It  consisted  of  six  degrees,  concluding  with  the  Teuiplar. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  great  cuUure,  and  was  early  in  sympathy  with 
the  mystic  theologists  of  the  day.  This  tendency  to  the  mysterious 
induced  him,  as  Mackey  says,  to  repudiate  the  connection  of  Ma- 
sonry with  the  operative  art,  and  to  associate  it  with  the  kings  and 
nobles  that  went  forth  to  the  con(|uest  of  Palestine.  Bro.  Mackey 
gives  his  (Ramsey's)  own  words,  but  they  are  of  too  great  length  for 
A  quotation.  Bein^  of  an  intensely  aristocratic  disposition,  his  theo- 
ries met  the  approval  of  the  dignitaries  of  those  times ;  who,  as  it 
subsequently  proved,  seized  upon  his  ideas  to  formulate  a  83'8tem  of 
degrees  and  orders,  without  allusion  to  that  which  would  be  liable  to 
carry  the  mind  back  to  anything  that  would  reveal  the  humble  origin 
of  the  Craft. 

A  quotation  from  Brother  Mackey,  vide  his  Encyclopaedia,  1879, 
pages  <i49,  G50 : 

**The  origintil  system  of  Speculative  Masonry  consisted  only  of 
three  symbolic  degrees,  called,  therefore,  Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 
Such  was  the  condition  of  Freemasonry  at  the  time  of  what  is  called 
the  revival  of  1717.  Hence  this  was  the  original  Rite  or  approved 
usage,  and  so  it  continued  in  England  until  the  year  1813,  when,  at 
the  union  of  the  two  Grand  Lodges,  the  *  Holy  Roynl  Arch '  was  de- 
clared to  be  a  part  of  the  system  ;  and  thus  the  English,  or,  as  it  is 
more  commonly  called,  the  York  Rite,  was  made  legitimately  to  con- 
sist of  four  degrees." 

''But  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  the  organization  of  new  systems 
began  at  a  much  earlier  period  ;  and  by  the  invention  of  what  are 
known  as  the  high  degrees  a  multitude  of  Kites  was  established.  All 
of  those  agreed  in  one  important  essential.  They  were  built  upon 
the  three  symbolic  degrees,  which,  in  every  instance,  constituted  the 
fundamental  basis  upon  which  they  were  erected.  They  were  in- 
tended as  an  expansion  and  development  of  the  Masonic  ideas  con- 
tained. The  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master's  degrees  were  the 
porch  through  which  every  initiate  was  required  to  pass  before  he 
could  gain  entrance  into  the  inner  temple  which  had  been  erected  by 
the  founders  of  the  Rite.  They  were  the  text,  and  the  high  degrees 
the  commentary." 

"  Hence  arises  the  law,  that  whatever  may  be  the  constitution  and 
teachings  of  any  Rite  as  to  the  higher  degrees  peculiar  to  it,  the  three 
8}*mbolic  degrees  being  common  to  all  the  Rites,  may  visit  and  labor 
in  a  Master's  lodge  of  every  other  Rite.  It  is  only  after  that  degree 
is  passed  that  the  exclusiveness  of  each  Rite  begins  to  operate." 

"  I  have  said  that  there  has  been  a  multitude  of  these  Rites.  Some 
of  them  have  only  lived  with  their  authors,  and  died  when  their 
paternal  energy  in  fostering  them  ceased  to  exert  itself.  Others  have 
nad  a  more  permanent  existence,  and  still  continue  to  divide  the 
Masonic  family,  furnishing,  however,  on  divetse  methods  of  attain- 
ing the  the  same  great  end,  and  the  acquisition  of  Divine  Truth  by 
Masonic  light.  Ragon,  in  his  TuUier  General,  supplies  us  with  the 
names  of  a  hundred  and  eight  under  the  different  titles  of  Rites,  .Or- 
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deis  and  Academies.  Bat  many  of  these  are  nn-Masonic,  being 
merely  of  a  pohtioal,  social  or  literary  character.  The  followinfi;  cata- 
lo^e  embraces  the  most  important  of  those  which  haye  hitherto  and 
still  continae  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  Masonic  student : 

1.  York  Kite. 

2.  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Bite. 

3.  French  or  Modem  Bite. 

4.  American  Bite. 

6.  Philosophic  Scottish  Bite. 

6.  Primitive  Scottish  Bite. 

7.  Beformed  Bite. 

8.  Beformed  Helvester  Bite. 

9.  Fissler's  Bite. 

10.  Schroder's  Bite. 

11.  Bite  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Three  Globes. 

12.  Bite  of  the  Elect  of  Troth. 

13.  Bite  of  the  VieUe  Bra. 

14.  Bite  of  the  Chapter  of  Clermont. 

15.  Pernetty's  Bite. 

16.  Bite  of  the  Blazing  Star. 

17.  Chastanier*s  Bite. 

18.  Bite  of  the  Philalethes. 

19.  Primitive  Bite  of  the  Philadelphians.  , 

20.  Bite  of  Martinism. 

21.  Bite  of  Brother  Hinoch. 

22.  Bite  of  Migriam. 

23.  Bite  of  Memphis. 

24.  Bite  of  Strict  Observance. 

25.  Bite  of  Lax  Observance. 

26.  Bite  of  African  Architects. 

27.  Bite  of  Brothers  of  Asia. 

28.  Bite  of  Perfection. 

29.  Bite  of  Elected  Cohens. 

80.  Bite  of  the  Emperors  of  the  East  and  West. 

31.  Primitive  Bite  of  Narborne. 

32.  Bite  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple. 

33.  Sweedish  Bite. 

34.  Bite  of  Swedenborg. 

35.  Bite  of  ZimmendoA 

36.  Egyptian  Bite  Cagliostro. 

37.  Bite  of  the  Benificent  Knights  of  the  Holy  City." 

If  our  brethren  of  Massachasetts  have  in  their  hearts  a  pnrpose  to 
extend  the  area  of  their  gnardianship,  they  will  find,  above,  ample 
opportunity  for  their  generosity. 

Having  found  the  origin  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Sc^H^fcish  Bite, 
and  because  of  its  prominence,  it  is  proper  that  its  parentage  should 
be  more  clearly  defined.  Brother  Mackey*s  version  of  its  permanent 
establishment,  is  this  :  "  That  in  1758  a  body  was  organized  in  Paris, 
called  the  'Council  of  Emperors  of  the  East  and  West.'*'  Subse- 
quently in  1761,  this  Council  granted  a  patent  to  Stephen  Morrin, 
Sermitting  him  to  propagate  the  Bite  on  the  Western  Continent  The 
ite  at  this  time  was  made  up  of  twenty-five  degrees,  concluding 
with  S.  P.  B.  B.    After,  or  aboat  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the 
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Sapreme  Council  at  Charleston,  1801,  the  Bystem  was  changed,  and 
eignt  degrees  added  thereto,  concludiDg  with  the  33d,  and  which  is 
now  the  system  nniTersally  practiced  by  that  distinguished  depart- 
ment of  Masons. 

In  connection  "with  the  foregoing  notice  of  degrees  and  rites,  there 
are  a  few  propositions  to  which  attention  is  directed. 

First,  that  in  all  the  history  of  the  symbolic  lodge,  of  oar  mother 
tongue,  excepting  in  the  case  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  (in  its 
anxiety  to  heal  a  seism  between  itself  and  the  "Ancient,")  and  in  one 
or  two  instances  on  this  Continent,  has  a  Grand  Lodge  departed  from 
immemorial  law,  by  assuming  control  or  direction  of  degrees  and 
orders  not  originally  embraced  in  the  symbolic  system. 

Second,  that  such  innovations  have  long  since  been  repudiated*, 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  English  speaking  jurisdictions,  comprising  a 
vast  majority  of  the  Masonry  of  the  earth,  being  entirely  free  of  alli- 
ances that  cast  any  reflections  upon  the  integrity  and  sovereign  inde- 
pendence of  the  lodge. 

Third,  that  there  is  nowhere  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  any 
sovereign  and  independent  Grand  Lodge,  authority  given  to  associa- 
tions of  Masons,  outside  the  lodge,  to  practice  any  part  or  portion  of 
its  Bituals. 

Fourth,  that  the  practice  of  employing  the  esoteric  ritnals,  signs, 
grips,  words  and  symbols  of  the  lodge  are  indefensible  usurpations, 
and  ground  work  of  error  and  contention. 

Fifth,  that  a  Grand  Lodge  is  not  remotely  justified  in  recognizing 
any  association  of  Mftsons  over  which  it  does  not  exercise  supreme 
control,  as  "duly  and  regularly  constituted  Masonic  bodies;'*  because 
it  is  without  such  authority  emanating  from  the  fundamental  and 
original  powers  entering  into  its  organization  and  constitution.  Our 
weakness  in  the  past,  and  inattention  to  the  present,  is  now  bearing 
its  legitimate  fiuitage.  Masons  have  been  content  to  accept  the  the- 
ories, traditions  and  assumptions  of  Masonic  fabricators,  without 
regard  to  consequences  that  are  now  thrusting  themselves  upon  tbeir 
attention.  Legitimate,  primitive  Masonry  is  the  exclusive  heritage 
of  the  lodge,  and  when  Masons  take  any  steps  or  adopt  any  policy 
that  surreuders  any  inherent  right  thereof,  they  avow  justification 
for  diregarding  the  primary  law  that  prohibits  innovations  upon  the 
body  of  the  Fraternity. 

While  disclaiming  any  intention  to  propound  questions  that  are  not 
pertinent  to  the  subject,  we  would  suggest,  if  it  is  not  embraced 
within  the  logic  of  a  regulation,  that  makes  the  Chapter,  Command- 
ery  and  bodies  of  the  Scottish  Bite,  "duly  and  regularly  constituted" 
Masonic  bodies,  that  they  are  mantled  with  authority  to  assume  any 
Hie  or  ceremonial  of  the  lodge  ?  We  do  not  believe  that  the  lodge  can 
vacate  any  right  in  this  direction;  neither  do  we  for  a  moment  im- 
agine that  this  was  the  intention  of  our  Massachusetts  brethren;  still, 
in  tin^e  to  come,  when  it  is  possible  that  Grand  Lodges  will  be  com- 
pelled to  maintain  their  prerogatives,  even  to  a  separation  from  breth- 
ren who  may  insist  upon  authority  to  embrace  the  degrees  of  the 
Craft  within  other  systems,  will  not  the  action  of  Massachusetts  be 
cited  as  an  apology  for  revolution  ?  France  first  made  the  departure. 
A  so-called  Grand  Orient  was  established  combining  the  symbolic 
degrees  with  the  Scottish  Bite.    This  has  been  succeded  by  other 
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combinations  of  like  character,  particalarly  in  the  Spanish  American 
States,  and  which  the  Masons  of  Illinois  positively  declined  to  ac- 
knowledge as  legitimate  Masonry. 

It  will  be  asked,  if  a  Grand  Lodge  has  not  supersision  over  all  the 
Masonrif  within  its  borders?  It  certainly  has:  it  can  and  shonld,  as 
we  think,  prohibit  the  employment  of  its  rituals,  by  any  association 
of  men,  notwithstanding  such  association  embraces  Masons,  exclu- 
sively; it  can  interdict  the  Chapter,  Council,  Commandery,  or  bodies 
of  the  Scottish  Kite,  from  assuming  any  function  of  the  lodge,  either 
directlj"  or  indirectly  ;  but  we  most  emphatically  deny  its  Masonic  au- 
thority to  recognize  either  or  all  as  **  duly  and  regularly  constituted" 
Masonic  organiz»tions;  because  as  we  have  established  by  authorities 
that  will  not  be  questioned,  they  are  not  in  any  sense  Masonic,  except 
in  so  far  as  their  membership  is  exclusively  trom  the  lodge. 

The  Grand  Lodge  could  have  said  with  great  propriety  that  it 
recognized  such  sodalities  as  associations  of  Masons,  and  could  have 
recommended  to  the  Craft  that  others  claiming  its  attention  be 
ignored.  Beyond  this  it  is  without  Masonic  powers,  except  as  hereto- 
fore stated. 

To  another  part  of  the  subject.  In  a  recent  communication  from 
Past  Grand  Master  Robins,  of  Illinois,  he  says:  **Thi8  extraordinar}' 
action  (Massachusetts)  finds  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  Masonry  in 
this  countfry;  and  considering  the  clear  light  in  the  face  of  which  it 
was  tJiken,  never  in  the  historv  of  Masonry  in  any  country  speaking 
our  mother  tongue.  It  is  notuing  less  than  the  incorporation  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  its  constitution  of  a  formal  recognition  of  associa- 
tions of  certain  members  of  its  lodges,  acting  under  chaft<^rs  which 
it  has  not  granted,  employing  rituals  of  which  it  knows  nothing,  and 
conducting  their  legislation  free  from  its  control  or  supervision,  as 
*  regular  and  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies,'  confessedly  upon  the 
ground  that  they  are  organizations  for  the  practice  of  '  Masonic 
mysteries.'" 

"The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  knows  nothing  of  any  Masonic  mys- 
teries except  those  taught  and  i)racticed  in  the  lodges  of  its  creation, 
and  nothing  of  any  Masonic  government  except  that  undt  r  whose 
powers  it  itself  exists,  and  which  traces  its  authority  back  in  unbroken 
succession  to  the  first  Grand  Lodge." 

**  Individual  members  of  the  Cirand  Lodge  may  have  knowledge  of 
rites  and  so-called  traditions  claimed  to  bo  Masonic,  but  like  a  chain 
whose  strength  is  only  e<iual  to  the  strength  of  its  weakest  link,  the 
Grand  Lodge  as  a  whole  has,  and  can  have  no  knowledge  of  anything 
as  Masonry  that  is  not  the  possession  of  the  humblest  meu.ber  of  its 
equal  fioor.  Individual  members  may  have  knowledge  of  forms  of 
Bo-called  Masouic  government  and  of  distinctions  not  a  part  of  its 
system,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  as  a  body  can  admit  no  government 
and  no  distinctions  save  those  rooted  in  the  ancient  law  to  which  it 
owes  its  existence." 

To  impress  the  foregoing  upon  the  minds  of  brethren,  the  follow- 
ing statistics  are  submitted,  and  found  in  our  report  on  correspon- 
dence to  Grand  Commander^-,  1883,  i)aj^e  52,  and  taken  from  tables 
prepared  by  Brother  Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  Maine,  for  the  same 
year  : 

The  whole  number  of  Master  Masons  in  the   United  States 

and  Canada 579,820 
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The  niimber  of  Chapter  members 131 ,751 

The  number  of  Commandery  members 59,835 

The  number  of  Scottish  Eito  members  (estimated) 10,000 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  less  than  twenty-three  per  cent  of  the 
Graft  know  anything  of  the  Chapter  ;  that  less  than  eleven  per  cent 
know  anything  of  the  Commandery,  and  that  less  than  Uoo  per  cent 
know  anything  of  the  Scottish  Rite  degrees,  and  for  whom  presum- 
ably, the  protection  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  was  in- 
voked. Will  Grand  Secretaries  and  correspondents  give  these  facts 
to  the  Craft  ?  How  do  the  brethren  of  a  Grand  Lodge  relish  the 
proposition  that  they  are  to  be  called  upon  (by  an  insignificant 
minority  of  their  associates)  to  throw  their  arms  around  a  something 
of  which  they  know  nothing^  and  at  the  expense  of  the  subordination 
of  law  and  landmark  to  the  interests  of  associations  with  which  they 
cannot,  and  do  not,  have  remote  official  or  membership  intercourse? 

A  considerable  space  has  been  consumed  in  getting  this  matter 
squarely  before  the  Craft.  It  has  been  written  for  their  consideration 
and  information,  but  not  with  the  intention  of  doing  injustice  to  any 
association  of  the  Fraternity.  Past  Grand  Master  Robins,  in  a  re- 
view of  Ohio,  will  renew  his  discussion  of  the  subject.  Past  Grand 
Master  Cregier  will  also  make  a  contribution  to  this  report,  and  pos- 
sibly Bro.  Brown,  our  predecessor. 

A  quotation  is  given  from  a  letter  of  Brother  Albert  Pike,  found  on 
page  77,  Voice  of  Masonry ,  January  of  the  present  year:  **  The  Grand 
Constitutions  jtuike  no  provUion  for  the  (jovemment  of  Symbolic  Lodges 
by  iiupretne  Councils,  when  they  were  enacted,  there  were  Grand 
Lodges  everj'where;  and  it  certainly  was  not  supposed  that  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Prussia  would  surrender  their  powers  of  government  to  a 
Supreme  -Council.  Until  recently  we  believed  that  the  Supreme 
Council  had  the  right  to  create  and  govern  Symbolic  Lodges  from 
the  beginning,  and  that  where  they  did  not  exercise  it,  they  simply 
refrained  for  the  sake  of  harmony  ;  but  being  called  upon  carefully 
to  consider  the  question,  wo  are  of  the  clear  opinion  that  upon  the 
face  of  the  Grand  Constitutions,  these  give  no  such  power." 

In  conclusion  we  have  to  say  : 

(1)  That  Ancient  Free  Masonry,  or  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masonry,  has  had  an  existence,  both  in  primary  and  constitutional 
origin,  long  anterior  to  organizations  now  being  recognized  as  "duly 
oonstitnted  Mtisonic  bodies,"  and  that  the  fundamental  principle, 
which  forbids  innovations  upon  the  body  of  the  Fraternity,  is  as 
ancient  as  its  constitutional  life. 

(2)  That  the  lodge  thus  founded  and  organized  cannot  submit  it- 
self to,  or  accord  protection  to  any  other  associations,  composed 
though  they  may  be  of  Masons;  neither  can  it  recognize  such  sodal- 
ities as  duly  constituted  Masonic  bodies. 

(3)  To  recognize  fraternities  of  which  the  lodge  cannot  know  any- 
thing ;  and  which,  for  the  most  part,  are  founded  upon  principles 
repulsive  to  the  established  and  well  defined  and  ancient  axioms  of  the 
Craft,  is  an  anomaly  without  precedent,  and  a  reproach  to  Masonic 
intelligence. 

(4)  That  Grand  Lodges  have  been  too  long  remiss  in  duty,  in  not 
interdicting  those  of  their  obediences  from  practicing  its  rituals  in 
other  associations  of  Masons,   or  from  conveying  such  rituals,  or 
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nomenolature,  in  any  other  manner  or  form  than  that  proYided  by 
the  fnndamental  law  of  the  lodge. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Ter- 
ritory was  held  on  the  6th  day  of  Novt  ..iber,  1883,  with  Grand  Mas- 
ter Harvey  Lindsey  presiding,  and  representatives  from  fourteen 
lodges  present.  The  jurisdiction  embraces  seventeen  lodges,  with  a 
membership  of  533,  there  having  been  a  gain  of  48. 

Of  this,  the  Grand  Master  observes: 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Subordinate  Lodges 
throughout  this  Jurisdiction  have,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  en- 
joyed a  year  of  prospnrity.  Some  have  added  largely  to  their  mem- 
bership, gathering  into  tneir  fold  many  whom  they  believe  ^re  true 
Masons — not  in  name  only — and  who  will  increase  our  strength  and 
advance  our  power  to  do  good.  I  fear  that  some  of  our  Lodges  have 
conferred  entirely  too  many  degrees  for  the  good  of  Masonry.  I  re- 
gret to  have  to  inform  you  that  the  public  character  of  one  of  our 
Lodges  is  not  good.  It  was  my  intention  to  visit  that  Lodge  and  in- 
vestigate its  real  condition;  too  much  business  prevented  me  from 
doing  so.  I  recommend  to  my  successor  an  early  investigation  of 
Yinita  Lodge. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  shows  a  very  respectable  bal- 
ance on  hand,  and  on  this  we  sincerely  congratulate  our  brethren 
there;  and  so  fully  understand  Brother  Murrow's  feelings  as  ex- 
pressed under  Alabama,  where  he  says : 

Indian  Territory  gets  a  pleasant  notice.  We  are  glad  to  inform 
you,  Brother  Pillans,  that  you  are  a  false  prophet.  Our  debt  is  en- 
tirely wiped  out,  and  we  have  money  in  our  treasury. 

Brother  Edmund  H.  Doyle  was  made  Grand  Master,  who,  upon  be- 
ing installed,  delivered  a  short  address  of  advice,  from  which  we  clip 
the  following,  which  will  suit  all  latitudes  where  Masonry  is  found: 

An  organization  having  no  other  principle  than  the  voluntary  sup- 
port of  its  members,  could  never  have  stood  so  long,  a  beacon  light 
shining  in  the  dark,  if  there  were  not  faithful  watchers  to  keep  the 
lamps  trimmed  and  the  vessels  filled  with  oil. 

I  am  commanded,  my  brethren,  '*to  cause  the  ancient  land  marks 
and  charges  to  be  observed."  In  this  you  will  ever  find  me  guarding 
against  all  innovations. 

If  we  depart  from  this  time-honored  conservatism  we  are  lost,  as 
sure  as  the  Christian  who  seeks  to  improve  his  Bible. 

We  have  no  place  in  the  Temple  for  Masonic  cranks,  and  no  room 
for  theories.  The  Masonry  of  the  ages  is  good  enough  for  us.  Its 
principles  are  as  fixed  as  the  foundation  of  the  hills,  and  as  un- 
changeable as  the  God  who  proclaimed  them.  Our  profession  is  to 
be  exemplified  by  our  work,  and  not  by  oar  much  speaking. 
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^sonry  should  grow  in  onr  daily  lives  so  that  we  inyoliintarily 
illustrate  it  in  all  we  do— though  we  may  have  grown  rnsty  in  the 
work  and  have  forgotten  the  paus-words.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  know 
the  text  of  the  Ritual,  but  far  better  to  know  the  grand  truths  it 
teaches. 

It  is  not  all  of  Masonry  to  wear  a  Masonic  pin,  or  to  know  the  lec- 
tures better  than  the  commandments. 

Brother  Joseph  S.  Mnrrow  was  re-elected  G.  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pens 
of  two  of  the  committee  in  the  Indian  Territory,  and  of  Brother 
Baxter,  of  Vermont — this  latter  furnishing  the  review  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  New  England  Lodges,  except  Vermont.  He  presented  to 
this  Grand  Lodge  ''a  valuable  manuscript  of  statistical  tables,  com- 
piled by  himself,  and  gathered  from  all  sources."  Of  it,  the  Grand 
Secretary,  in  his  report,  says: 

It  contains  statistics  of  every  Grand  Lodge,  Grand  Chapter,  Grand 
Council,  and  Grand  Commandery  in  America,  and  some  of  them  from 
the  organization.  It  is,  indeed,  a  marvel  of  labor,  patience  and  per- 
severance. Brother  Baxter  writes  me  that  there  are  only  three  copies 
in  existence.  His  own,  on  which  he  has  spent  many  years;  one  copy 
presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississipm,  and  this  one,  presented 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory.  This  gift  is  weU  worthy  of 
our  heartiest  thanks. 

The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  the 
case  of  one  I.  D.  Henry,  W.  M.  of  Webber's  Falls  Lodge,  and  in  it 
stated  that  some  seven  or  eight  Master  Masons  had  been  illegally 
made  while  he  was  in  office — why  we  are  not  informed — but  he  re- 
quired that  they  should  be  healed.  Four  only  presented  themselves 
for  healing.  Why  are  the  names  of  the  others  not  given  to  guard  the 
fraternity  against  imposters  ? 

IOWA. 

Before  us  lies  the  volume  containing  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  for  the  year  1884.  It  contains  near  four  hundred 
pages,  and  is  embellished  with  a  likeness  of  the  present  Grand  Mas- 
ter, Charles  T.  Granger,  and  also  a  representation  of  the  ''Grand 
Lodge  Library  Building,"  at  Cedar  Kapids.  The  corner  stone  of  this 
building  was  laid  by  the  Grand  Lodge  on  7th  May,  1884,  with  the 
usual  imposing  ceremonies  and  several  very  beautiful  addresses.  The 
picture  of  the  building  would  indicate  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa 
was  soon  to  find  a  "local  habitation"  for  itself,  and  bo  permanently 
held  at  Cedar  Bapids.  Iowa  is  doing  a  groat  work  in  thus  organizing 
and  preserving  a  great  library  wherein  the  learning  and  the  teach- 
ings of  Masonry  may  be  preserved,  that  our  children  and  our  chil- 
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dren's  children  to  the  latest  generation  may  be  able  to  refer  and  show 
the  falsity,  if  not  the  wilful  maliciousness  of  the  driveling  tiradetd 
the  enemies  of  Masonry,  such  as  was  promulgated  in  the  Pope's 
late  encyclical  letter.  God  speed  Iowa  in  her  work,  and  future  gen- 
erations of  Masons  may  rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.  Among  the 
works  therein  are  to  be  found  some  of  rare  antiquity,  one  of  which  ii 
entitled: 

THE  CONSTITUTION 
belonging  to  the 

ANCIENT  AND  HONOBABLX  BOdXTT 

of 

FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS. 

Taken  from  a  Manuscript  wrote 

about  500  years  since. 


LONDON : 

Printed  and  sold  by  J.  Roberts,  in 

Warwick  Lane,  MDCcxxn. 

(Price  sixpence) 

12mo,  pp.  24. 

Reprinted  by  Richard  Spencer  London  in  1870. 

The  Grand  Master,  George  B.  Van  Saum,  announced  that  he  hid 
issued  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  thirteen  new  lodges.  He  is 
a  strong  advocate  for  original  jurisdiction  of  Grand  Lodges,  over  male- 
factors. He,  and  we  agree  with  him,  seriously  objects  to  the  continu- 
ance of  a  number  of  weak  lodges,  and  thinks  that  there  ought  to  be 
some  method  provided  for  the  compulsory  consolidation  of  such,  and 
sa^'s : 

Would  it  not  be  for  the  good  of  Masonry  in  our  midst,  should  there 
be  a  regulation  obliging  lodges  to  consolidate,  when  their  member- 
ship fulls  below  the  number  we  now  require  to  start  a  lodge  under 
dispensation  ?  Where  lodges  refuse,  under  such  a  state  of  facts,  to 
consolidate,  from  my  experience  during  the  last  few  years,  I  am  con- 
straiued  to  recommend  that  the  Grand  Master  be  directed  to  take  up 
their  charters. 

He  thinks  that  if  objection  be  made  to  the  advancement  of  an  E. 
A.  charges  should  be  preferred  by  the  objecter,  and  a  trial  had.  But 
suppose  a  blackball  appears,  what  then  ?  Would  the  M.  W.  violate 
Iho  sanctity  of  the  ballot  ? 

There  were  over  345  lodges  present,  and  represented  at  this  com* 
muuication.  We  have  no  means  of  giving  the  names  of  active  Ma- 
sons in  the  jurisdiction ,  nor  of  the  work  done  during  the  year,  for  we 
find  no  table.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  smallness  of  the  appro- 
priation for  printiug,  enforcing  a  curtailment  of  the  fair  proportions 
of  Brother  Parvin's  Work. 
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Brother  Charles  T.  Granger  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
arvin  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Brother  Parvin,  who  very  ap- 
>ropriately  styles  it  the  report  on  ''Fraternal"  Correspondence,  and 
s  of  191  pages  in  extent  closely  printed.  There  is  no  portion  of  it 
rhich  will  not  fnlly  repay  the  pemsal,  for  oar  brother  is  a  fluent 
?riter  and  original  thinker. 

Of  these  reports,  this  Nestor  of  reporters,  says  : 

It  is  just  forty  years  since  we,  a  young  man  of  twenty-seyen,  and  a 
llason  of  only  six  years,  presented  our  first  * 'report  on  correspond- 
9Dce,"  and  modestly  took  a  back  seat,  among  the  Gamaliels  of  that 
lay.  "There  were  giants  in  tho8»)  days,"  as  now.  They  have  depart- 
ed, but  their  works  survive,  and  have  largely  gone  to  make  up  the  ju- 
risprudence of  Masonry,  to-day. 

We  then  reviewed  about  twenty  of  the  twenty-eight  Grand  Lodge 
proceedings — the  number  of  their  pages  all  told  did  not  exceed,  proD- 
ibly,  those  of  our  own  Grand  Lodge  for  a  volume  of  three  years. 

Of  all  our  contemporaries,  those  as  Grand  Secretaries  and  report- 
ers, only  Brother  Joseph  H.  Hough,  Grand  Secretary  of  New  Jersey, 
Bonrives.  The  rest  are  all,  all  gone  ;  their  names  have  been  "drop- 
ped from  the  rolls"  of  their  earthly  lodges,  to  bd  enr'lled  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  above.  Then  (1845)  the  membership  enrolled  was  small,  as 
compared  with  the  present.  Now,  according  to  Brother  Drummond's 
oaretuUy  compiled  statistics,  we  have  in  fifty-five  Grand  Lodges  1,000 
lodges,  with  about  580,000  members.  A  "Grand  Army,"  indeed,  for 
good  or  evil,  as  thoy  may  practice  the  tenets  of  our  profession. 

The  labor  of  a  writer  on  correspondence  now  means  loorkf  while  it 
vas  only  play  then,  for  it  takes  days,  nay  weeks,  to  read  the  ten  thous- 
and or  more  pages  of  their  contents,  nearly  four  thousand  being  de- 
Toted  to  reports  similar  to  this. 

How  like  balm  are  the  words  of  sympathy  and  comfort  from  our 
brother  to  ourself,  and  how  much  we  would  like  to  give  him  the 
krae  masonic  grip,  we  cannot  measure.  How  his  great  heart  expands 
k>  his  brethren,  every  where,  we  may  infer  from  his  own  words: 

"While  our  brother  is  reaching  his  head"  far  down  to  the  Gulf  "to 
18,  let  him  bring  his  body  along  and  he  shall  see  what  we  will  do. 
/ome  along,  my  brother,  the  more  we  know  of  each  other  the  more 
re  love  one  another."  Yes,  my  brotlier,  that  is  true,  and  we  have 
»roved  its  truth  time  and  again.  The  first  time  when  long  years  ago 
re  visited  the  South,  the  (Julf,  and  your  own  state,  and  whUe  we  were 
ret  "a  stranger  they  (the  brothers  and  citizens)  took  us  in"  and  every 
Qcceediug  visit  up  to  the  last,  in  1881,  they  did  it,  only  a  little  more 
o.  Well,  last  year  we  visited  all  of  the  Great  West  (for  be  it  known 
hat  Iowa  is  the  center  of  this  vast  continent  of  ours — and  no  more 
he  West),  and  much  of  the  old  East,  so  we  were  about  ready  to  visit 
ray  up  North  and  to  revisit  again  your  own  dear  native  land.  We 
rfll  "oome  along"  one  of  these  days,  when  we  hope  to  meet  you  and 
Bany  others  with  whom  we  have  crosved  pens. 


s 
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Well)  then  come  along  to  the  Great  Exposition  to  be  held  in  ovii 
ter  city,  but  dont  forget  as  on  the  way,  a  warm  welcome  awaits  ji 
Brother  Parvin. 

KANSAS. 

The  Twenty-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lo^j 
was  held  on  February  20th,  1884,  with  George  S.  Green,  Grand  1ft 
ter,  presiding.  There  were  representatives  from  153  Lodges  prMl 
The  jurisdiction  embraces  232,  with  a  membership  of  11,353;  Ui 
having  been  a  gain  of  968  during  the  year. 

Grand  Master  Green  expresses  very  sound  thought  on  the  iaf 
priety  of  allowing  Lodges  to  soUcit  aid  in  building  halls,  tc,  I 
does  it  thus : 

I  have  been  importuned  during  the  year  to  grant  special  dispM 
tions  to  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  permitting  them  to  solidlMd 
build  halls  or  buy  lodge  furniture.  These  requests  I  have  inTsiit 
refused.  Lodges  should  be  able  to  manage  their  own  business  sfii 
provide  a  place  of  meeting  and  secure  the  necessary  lodge  eqi 
ments  without  asking  outside  help  as  charity.  I  do  not  kok  m 
this  as  masonic  charity,  and  the  practice  should  not  be  permittM 
our  own  lodges  or  tolerated  by  lodges  outside  of  onr  inrisdiel 
asking  help  from  us.  We  should  build  onr  own  masonic  homes, : 
in  doing  so  avoid  extravagance  and  running  in  debt,  and  whi 
home  is  once  secured,  make  suitable  provision  by  judicious  insonu 
so  that  in  case  of  a  calamity  your  lodge  will  not  be  left  will 
resources  from  which  to  rebuild. 

We  agree  with  him  entirely  as  to  the  impropriety  of  granting 
pensations  to  confer  the  degrees  out  of  time.     He  says  : 

I  have  granted  during  the  year  six  dispensations  to  confer  deg 
out  of  time,  and  1  um  inclined  to  tbink  now  it  was  six  too  maaj 
have  tried  to  eliminate  this  evil  altogether,  but  humanity  is  w 
When  a  good  brother  calls  you  up  during  the  silent  watch  of 
twelve  and  asks  you  to  go  to  your  office  and  issue  a  dispensatio 
confer  the  third  degree  upon  some  bright  fellow-craft  who  wani 
start  to  Europe  the  next  day,  and  pleads  eloquently  for  the  soo 
the  Craft  to  relax  the  iron  rule,  just  once,  resistance  is  vam, 
come  down,  the  dispensation  is  granted,  and  another  mason  is 
forth  into  the  world  who  caunot  tell  how  he  got  there. 

Now  hear  what  our  good  brother  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  8eere( 
in  his  introduction  to  the  report  on  correspondence,  says  on  the  i 
subject : 

Oft-repeated  warnings  do  not  seem  to  deter  Grand  Masters! 
issuing  special  dispensatioDS  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time,  unde 
plea  of  high  prerogative,  though  in  every  instance  the  ancient  li 
set  aside,  not  for  the  good  of  the  order,  but  merely  for  indivi 


84.]  APPENDIX.  125 

oommodation,  and  the  resnlt  is,  that  in  most  cases,  those  who  are 
OS  rushed  throngh  make  poor  masons,  who  should  never  have  been 
irmitted  to  behold  masonic  light.  This  practice  we  hope  to  see 
>pped  in  oar  own  jnrisdiction,  and  we  earnestly  invoke  every  mas- 
r  mason  to  join  in  its  condemnation. 

I>Qring  the  time  we  were  occupying  a  similar  position  to  that  of 
!oUier  Green,  frequent  applications  were  made  to  us  (as  I  presume 
all  Grand  Masters)  for  similar  dispensations,  which  were  invariably 
fused,  because  we  felt  satisfied  that  the  candidate  did  not  offer 
mself  from  **  a  sincere  wish  of  being  serviceable  to  his  fellow  crea- 
:re6**  only,  but  that  as  he  was  about  to  travel  it  might  be  serviceable 
» himself  to  be  a  Mason  and  recognized  as  such. 
The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Besolvedf  That  the  W.  Master  of  each  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction 
hill,  at  an  early  day  after  receipt  of  the  proceedings  of  this  and  all 
rtme  communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  cause  the  same  to  be 
kid  in  his  lodge,  and  a  question  as  to  how  and  when  this  has  been 
bne  shall  be  embraced  in  the  annual  list  of  questions,  and  answered 
leocdingly. 


Grand  Lodge  propounds  a  series  of  questions  annually  to  the 

iboi^nates,  and  requires  them  with  answers  to  be  sent  up  with  the 

rtuns.     What  they  are  we  can  only  infer  from  the  report  of  the 

Hunittee  on  schedule  of  questions.     They,  however,  pertain  to  the 

taeral  welfare  of  the  Lodge  and  its  masonic  duties— such  as  the 

kaiBcter  of  building  and  furniture  of  the  lodge,  whether  owned  or 

mted,  whether  insured  or  not,  the  resources  of  the  lodge,  its  funds, 

ihether  it  has  dispensed  charity  daring  the  year,  how  much,  whether 

iu  aiding  in  the  support  of  any  widows  and  orphans,  and  how 

puy,  whether  any  of  the  latter  are  being  sent  to  school,  <&c.,  &c.,  &c. 

limilar  plan  would  be  beneficial  we  believe  in  every  jurisdiction. 

ftother  J.  Jay  Buck  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  John 

;  Blown,  Grand  Secretary. 

tko  latter  presented  a  very  complete  resume  of  the  proceedings  of 
llviiiotis  Grand  Lodges.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  reading 
(tfie  proceedings  in  the  several  lodges,  and  makes  the  following 
idnetions: 

Borelj,  if  they  carefully  read  them,  there  would  be  little  necessity 
rm>eal8  to  Grand  officers  for  information  upon  c^uestions  of  ma- 
lle  law  and  usage.  A  perusal  would  cost  less  time,  and  in  the 
d  prove  more  beneficial  to  the  officers,  by  enabling  them  to  dispose 
qoeBtions  without  the  delay  incident  to  correspondence.  Let 
ben  generally  read  our  reports,  and  soon  they  will  find  new  inter- 
i  displajed  in  their  lodges,  and  confidence  increased  in  their 
iliet. 


126  APPENDIX.  [1884. 

KENTUCKY. 

On  the  16th  of  October,  1883,  was  held  the  Eighty-Fonrth  ADnwl 
CouimunicatioD  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  Grand  Master  Garrett  DaTii 
Buckner,  presiding.  We  win  no  where  find  how  many  Lodges  were 
represented,  nor  without  great  labor  can  we  gain  the  total  number  of 
Lodges,  but  the  total  number  of  members  is  given  as  15,505,  while 
daring  the  year  there  had  been  a  loss  of  47. 

The  Rev'd  Dr  Jos.  A.  Galbraith,  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Kentucky,  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  was  intro- 
duced, and  properly  received  and  greeted. 

The  Grand  Lodg'j  was  also  visited  by  the  Governor  and  suite. 

From  the  Grand  Master's  address  we  learn  that  during  the  year 
from  various  sources,  there  was  derived  for  the  '^Masonic  Widow's 
and  Orphan's  Home"  the  handsome  sum  of  $22,973,  while  the  expen- 
ditures, including  the  fitting  up  of  a  printing  office,  was  $15,507, 
leaving  a  handsome  sum  to  be  passed  to  the  endowment  fund.  The 
good  done  by  the  Home  since  its  commencement  is  as  follows  : 

Since  the  opening  of  its  doors  for  the  reception  of  its  beneficiaries 
there  have  been  received  33  widows  and  381  children.  Eighteen 
widows  have  been  discharged,  one  died;  213  children  have  been  dis- 
charged, 10  have  died;  leaving  at  the  close  of  the  year  158  children 
and  14  widows  in  the  institution.  A  number  of  children  have  been 
admitted  since  August  Slst.  The  financial  condition  of  Home  pre- 
sents a  very  satisfactory  exhibit.  The  buildings  and  furniture  are 
paid  for  and  there  is  no  debt  hanging  over  the  institution. 

We  are  informed  that  the  industries  of  the  Home  have  been  largely 
increased.  Within  it  is  published  twice  a  month  **  The  Home  Jour- 
nal," printed  by  the  boys.  Our  good  brethren  of  Kentucky  are  still 
laboring  to  make  the  endowment  fund  capable  of  maintaining  as 
many  as  the  building  can  accommodate. 

The  Grand  Lodge  does  not  tolerate  resignations  of  office,  whether 
elective  or  appointed. 

A  movement  towards  such  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  as 
should  provide  a  method  for  the  consolidation  of  two  Lodges  was 
made  at  this  session.  Similar  movements  have  taken  place  elsewhere, 
which  will  not  only  gain  strength  to  the  Lodges  but  will  greatly  im- 
prove the  stability  of  the  Order. 

Brother  Howard  Royall  French  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Bro. 
Hiram  Bassett,  Grand  Secretarv. 

Brother  John  W.  Staton  made  his  second  report  on  correspondence 
He  introduces  it  very  modestly,  yet  we  know  him  to  be  strong  anc 
vigorous  in  the  use  of  his  pen  when  occasion  seems  to  require  it 
Reviewing  Alabama  for  1882,  of  us  he  says  ; 
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He  quotes  tho  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  "seven,  five 
and  three"  proposition,  and  says  :  **This  is  returning  to  the  tradition9 
of  the  craft,  and  is  in  strict  accordance  with  what  is  taught  while 
taking  these  degrees." 

Tes,  but  we  are  more  firmly  of  the  opinion  every  day  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  allow  Lodges  the  privilege  of  transacting  business  with  a 
leas  number  than  the  Grand  Lodge  would  require  to  ^tant  a  charter; 
and  th^  Ijodge  that  can't  afford  more  than  three  members  to  transact 
important  business,  such  as  ballottiug  for  the  degrees  or  membership, 
voting  away  the  funds  of  the  Lodge,  etc.,  had  better  "shut  up  shop." 

We  would  not  have  Brother  Staton  to  suppose  that  we  think  it 
proper  to  authorize  so  small  a  number  to  act,  but  our  remark  was 
made  to  show  the  incongruity  .between  what  is  taught  and  what  is 
required  by  all  Grand  Lodges.     We  entirely  agree  ^ith  the  brother. 

LOUISIANA 

Held  her  Seventy-Second  Annual  Communication  on  the  11th  Feb- 
nary,  1884,  with  James  Louis  Lobdell,  Grand  Master,  presiding,  and 
representatives  from  44  lodges.  Total  number  of  lodges,  129  ;  mem- 
bership, 4199 — less  than  last  year  by  73. 

It  is  seldom  that  any  Grand  Master  can  make  an  announcement, 
rach  as  follows,  yet,  if  masters  of  lodges  would  follow  the  advice  given 
ilmoet  all  might  do  so. 

After  a  carefnl  review  of  the  decisions  and  rulings  made  by  myself 
and  the  Deputy  Grand  Master  dui*ing  the  past  year,  I  can  congratu- 
late yon  that  we  have  added  nothing  to  the  jurisprudence  of  the  Fra- 
ternity. Many  questions  have  been  answered,  but  no  new  points  have 
been  raised.  Without  exception,  it  has  been  sufficient  to  refer  the 
applicants  for  advice  to  the  law  as  we  have  it  printed.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  assist  the  brethren  in  cominc  to  an  understanding  of  the  law, 
but  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  do  more.  A  little  attention  on  the 
part  of  Worshipful  Masters  and  Officers  of  Lodges  to  the  carefull}' 
annotated  publication  of  our  Constitution  and  General  Kegulations, 
vould  relieve  those  officers  and  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Master 
from  a  great  amount  of  tedious  and  wholly  unnecessary  labor.. 

Well  then  might  he  say  : 

I  have  had  unusual  opportunity  for  personal  inspection  of  the  work 
of  the  Fraternity  throughout  the  State  during  the  Masonic  year  just 
dosed.  While  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  report  anything  like  a  pros- 
perous growth  in  Louisiana  Masonry,  I  am  well  advised  whereof  I 
•peak,  when  I  say  that  the  Craft  is  in  most  excellent  condition.  The 
vork  done  is  well  done  ;  the  material  used  is  generally  ot  admirable 
character ;  dissension  appears  nowhere  ;  the  Craft  has  never  been 
more  united  ;  the  ritual  never  more  strictly  adhered  to  ;  and  the  teach- 
ings of  the  lectures  never  more  generally  beuefiicial. 

This  Grand  Lodge  extended  the  hand  of  fellowship  and  sent  greet- 
ing to  the  ''Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico,"  but  de- 
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f erred  action  on  application  for  recognition  from  the  Italian  Grand 
Orient  and  the  Mexican  Independent  Symbolic  Grand  Lodge  of  Vera 
Cruz. 

An  appropriation  was  made  to  famish  a  medal  to  M.  W.  Henry 
Hamburgur  for  his  devotion  to  objects  of  charity,  and  the  committee 
recommending  it,  say  :  * 

Charity  and  Benevolence  are  the  choicest  and  rarest  of  g^ts,  and 
the  sweetest  blessings  enjoyed  by  man  on  earth.  They  are  of  IMvine 
origin,  and  have  been  the  guardian  angels  of  all  founders  of  reUgion. 
Thev  were  the  ruling  spirits  of  Zoroaster,  of  Booddha,  of  Abraham, 
of  mioses,  of  Confucius,  and  of  Christ.  And  they  are  the  predomi- 
nant qualities  of  him  whom  this  Grand  Lodge  is  now  soUcited  to  hon- 
or with  a  medal. 

Turning  back  the  pages  of  the  Book  of  time,  for  twenty-seven  years, 
the  writer  hereof  finds  the  subject  of  this  report  on  the  ontpost  of 
the  charitable  army  of  Masonry,  doing  noble  service.  Following  him 
year  by  year,  to  the  present  time,  his  record  is  so  abounding  with 
deeds  of  Masonic  charity  and  benevolence,  as  to  merit  for  him  the 
name  of  Philanthropist,  in  the  fullest  signification  of  the  word. 

Like  John  Howard,  whose  name  is  the  synonym  of  benevolence,  he 
has  spent  his  life  in  ^ taking  the  gauge  and  dimensions  of  misery,  de- 
pression and  contempt." 

For  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  he  has  stood  at  the  bedside  of  the 
sick,  and  at  the  grave  of  the  dead  Mason.  For  thirty-one  years  his 
smiling  face  and  his  cheering  words  have  encouraged  the  sunerer  and 
soothed  the  pain  of  the  dying  Mason— far  from  kindred  and  home- 
far  from  the  loved  form  of  mother,  sister,  or  wife. 

Often  has  the  writer  seen  the  tears  of  human  kindness,  of  Masonic 
sympathy,  roll  down  his  benevolent  cheeks  as  he  prayed  for  the  suf- 
ferer whose  soul  was  then  pluming  itself  for  its  Heavenly  flight 

In  every  part  of  the  civilized  globe,  as  attested  by  numerous  letters, 
laden  with  the  warmest  expressions  of  thanks,  are  grateful  hearts, 
recipients  of  his  sympathy  and  kindness. 

For  services,  such  as  he  has  rendered,  this  Grand  Lodge  is  power- 
less to  compensate  him  Gold  and  silver  cannot  pay  for  nis  unmeas- 
ured investments  of  charity.  The  Mercy  of  Heaven  only  can  folly 
remunerate  him,  and  to  the  judgment  of  his  God,  the  Supreme  Grand 
Master  of  the  Universe,  we  commend  him. 

We  can.  however,  bear  testimony  of  his  human  acts  by  suitable 
awards,  and  by  recording  his  name  in  unfading  capitals  npon  the  Ur- 
ing  colums  of  the  temple  of  Masonry. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  voice  of  thousands  whom  he  has  served  in 
their  distress  directs  us  to  favor  the  petition.  The  spirits  of  depart- 
ed Masons,  whose  last  look  on  earth  was-  upon  his  benevolent  face, 
and  whose  bodies  he  consigned  to  the  tomb,  seem  now  to  pass  in  si- 
lent review,  and  in  spirit  language  speaking  through  the  soul,  com- 
mand us  to  give  the  solicited  testimony. 

The  Grand  Lodge  devoted  considerable  time  and  space  to  the  con- 
sideration of  its  debt,  but  it  appears  to  be  in  a  condition  to  be  readily 
handled. 

Brother  J.  L.  Lobdell  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  J. 
0.  Batchelor  Grand  Secretary. 
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MAINE. 

The  Sixty-fifth  Annual  Oommiinication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maine  was  held  on  6th  May,  1884,  with  Wm.  li.  G.  Estes,  Grand 
Master,  and  representatives  from  164  Lodges.  The  total  number  of 
Chartered  Lodges  is  182,  with  a  membership  of  1D,650,  there  having 
been  an  increase  during  the  year  of  173. 

The  Grand  Master  had  several  applications  to  grant  dispensations 
to  confer  the  degrees  out  of  time,  but  refused  the  most  of  them. 
On  this  subject  he  discourses  as  follows,  at  the  same  time  referring 
to  what  we  agree  with  him  are  some  of  the  practices  not  consonant 
with  Masonry: 

Cases  of  absolute  emergency  are  not  likely  to  arise  often,  as  the 
facts  in  nearly  all  instances  will  show.  Undoubtedly,  in  every  case 
the  applicants  feel  disappointed  and  somewhat  aggrieved  at  the 
Grand  Master's  refusal,  for  the  question  had  been  well  discussed  and 
the  conclusion  arrived  at  that  the  request  was  reasonable.  Based  on 
Buch  an  assumption,  the  Grand  Master's  record  would  hardly  bear  the 
test  of  critical  examination.  For  myself,  I  would  say  that  I  would  as 
cheerfully  grant  such  power  to  an  applicant,  when  the  case  is  made 
clear,  as  I  have  in  some  instances  reluctantly  withheld  it.  Power 
thus  confided  to  the.Grand  Master  should  be  exercised  with  prudence 
and  caution.  If  it  is,  as  it  has  been  said,  *'a  one  man  power,"  one 
man  must  be  the  judge  in  bestowing  it. 

I  refused  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  lodge  to  hold  a  ''I'b'r;"  and 
in  another  instance  to  grant  permission  to  a  lodge  to  appear  at  a 
**Mascnic  BaW — whatever  that  may  be — clothed  with  Masonic  **rega- 
ha."  I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  a  proper  exercise  of  my  power  to 
enable  lodges  to  meet  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  perform  some 
Masonic  labor.  Masons,  as  individuals,  have  an  undoubted  right  to 
assemble  like  other  people,  and  hold  * 'Fairs,"  and  dance,  or  do  any- 
thing else  for  pecuniary  gain  or  amusement,  not  in  conflict  with  the 
civil  law;  but  neither  their  persons  nor  the  occasion,  when  no  Ma- 
sonic work  is  done,  should  be  dignified  with  the  emblems  and  cloth- 
ing of  the  lodge-room,  nor  with  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Master. 

In  this  connection,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  that  too  many  Masters 
regard  the  Grand  Master  as  being  vested  with  unlimited  power. 
They  seem  to  forget  that  he  is  a  constitutional  officer,  as  well  as  they, 
and  therefore  restricted  to  constitutional  authority  and  limitations. 
The  time  may,  perhaps,  have  been  when,  in  the  absence  of  a  written 
constitution,  a  Grand  Master's  power  was  necessarily  more  absolute 
than  now.  We  have  in  our  day,  especially  in  this  Republic,  out- 
|;rown  the  old  feudal  idea  that  the  "King  can  do  no  wrong."  While 
it  may  be  necessary  to  vest  him  with  some  discretionary  power,  I  hold 
that  the  Grand  Master  should  never  set  aside  the  constitutional  limi- 
tations, because  the  majesty  of  the  law  is  in  having  it,  and  its  safety 
is  in  obeying  it.  Therefore,  in  exercising  the  powers  with  which  I 
have  been  entrusted,  I  have  been  guided  by  the  authority  of  the  law, 
believing  it  safer  tb  keep  within  its  bounds  than  to  step  over  them. 

We  find  him  saying: 
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It  is  not  proper,  nor  shonld  a  brother  be  allowed,  to  wear  in  a  Mas- 
tor  Mason's  funeral  procession  a  Royal  Arch  Mason's  apron.  It 
would  be  jnst  as  proper  for  a  Master  ^lason  who  is  an  Odd  Fellow  to 
wear  the  regalia  of  that  order,  as  for  one  who  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
to  wear  in  a  Blue  Lodge  the  apron  of  that  degree. 

The  finances  are  in  excellent  condition,  there  being  somewhat 
more  than  $28,0(K)  in  the  trea»*ury. 

Brother  Estes  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Ira  Berry 
Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Josiah  H.  Drummond  ngain  comes  to  the  front  with  the 
report  on  correspondence.  We  therein  find  our  proceedings  for  1883, 
but  we  came  near  being  left  out  in  the  cold,  as  they  reached  the  com- 
mittee just  before  closing  their  report,  which  covers  186  closely 
printed  pages.  In  this  jurisdiction  the  report  is  prepared,  submitted 
to  the  Grand  Master,  and  printed  before  the  commencement  of  the 
communication.  This  places  it  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  insures  readers. 

Under  Arkansas,  we  find  him  saying: 

The  last  decision  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  decisions  of  other 
Grand  Lodges.  It  is  held  that  the  vote  of  the  lodge  is  the  severing 
of  the  membership,  and  that  the  dimit  is  only  the  evidence  of  it. 
Wo  have,  without  much  consideration  of  the  matt«jr,  acceded  to  that 
view.  But  upon  reflection,  we  are  satisfied  that  it  is  erroneous.  It 
is  true  that  the  vote  is  the  essence  of  the  grant;  but  a  grant  is  not 
ordinarily  completed  until  the  deHcery  of  the  deed.  The  vote  to  grant  a 
dimit  does  not  become  effective  until  the  dimit  has  been  actually 
delivered. 

But  will  either  of  these  distinguished  brethren  contend  that  the 
vote  of  the  Lodge  does  not  stop  the  running  of  dues?  And  that  the 
brother  who  applies  for  the  dimit,  himself  being  absent — having  re- 
moved to  a  distance  from  the  Lodge,  and  having  paid  all  dues — may 
yet,  because  of  the  negligence  or  carelessness  of  a  secretary,  be  sus- 
pended for  non-payment  of  dues? 

Last  year  we  showed  you  brethren  what  had  been  done  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  prohibiting  Masons 
subordinate  to  it  from  joining  other  l)odies  claiming  to  confer  higher 
degrees  than  those  it  might  designate,  and  this  we  give  you  below 
Brother  Drummond's  apol«  gy,  or,  if  he  like  it  better,  the  reasons,  for 
the  action  of  that  Grand  Lodge: 

We  think  that  he  has  lost  sight  of  the  real  question.  It  is  not 
what  the  Grand  Lodge  ought  to  do,  if  the  (juestion  were  a  new  one, 
and  no  action  thereon  had  been  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  in  pre- 
vious years. 

The  Grand  Lodge  finds  that  impostors  and  degree-mongers  were 
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swindliDg  the  brethren  and  imposing  upon  them  by  pretending  to 
confer  npon  them  masonic  degrees;  it  has  the  poN^er  to  intervene  and 
prevent  this  abuse;  and  the  uccasion  demands  its  action  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  brethren,  the  maintenance  of  harmony,  and  the  pre- 
servation of  the  good  name  and  fame  of  Freemasonry.  \Vc  under- 
stand Brother  Wheeler  to  assent  to  all  this. 

But  the  Grand  Lodge  also  finds  that  it  has  already  in  the  past 
recognized  bodies  other  than  Grand  Lodges  and  their  subordinates, 
as  bodies  of  a  masonic  character.  It  has  h  ased  them  rooms  in  the 
Temple,  it  has  assigned  them  places  in  its  processions,  and  upon 
great  masonic  occasions  has  invited  their  aid  and  held  them  out  to 
the  world  as  bodies  of  a  masonic  character.  It  would  be  the  grossest 
breach  of  faith  and  equal  self-stultitication  now  to  turn  around  and 
denounce  those  bodies  as  non-masonic,  and  prohibit  the  brethren  of 
their  obedience,  under  pain  of  masonic  discipline,  from  practicing 
the  rights  they  had  been  accustomed  to  practice,  and  for  practicing 
which  it  had  leased  them  apartments  in  its  own  Temple. 

The  Grand  Lodge  recognized  this,  and,  therefore,  excepted  from 
the  prohibition  the  bodies  to  which  it  had  already  given  a  masonic 
chanicter;  but  there  it  drew  the  line;  it  would  now  call  a  halt  and  go 
no  further  in  the  direction  of  recognizing  other  bodies  or  organiza- 
tions as  masonic. 

The  suggestion  that  we,  as  Master  Masons,  cannot  know  anything 
about  these  bodies,  seems  to  us  arrant  nonsense;  we  have  the 
voucher  of  masons  in  good  standing  that  they  are  members  of  these 
bodies,  and  that  they  are  bodies  of  a  masonic  character;  in  other 
words,  we  have  **lawful  information"  upon  the  subject.  If  we  ex- 
clude from  human  knowledge  everything  learned  by  information,  the 
remainder  would  not  bo  worthy  of  the  name  of  knowledge. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  took  a  cor- 
rect and  common-sense  view  of  the  matter,  at  any  rate  so  far  as  the 
exceptions  from  the  prohibition  are  concerned.  The  policy  of  mak- 
ing the  prohibition  at  all,  we  do  not  propose  to  discuss.  That  is  a 
matter  not  of  ma.sonic  law  but  of  policy,  which  each  jurisdiction  can 
best  determine  for  itself. 

The  following  sounds  very  funny  as  from  the  pen  of  our  distin- 
guished Brother,  when  so  recently  we  have  seen  him  championing 
the  position  taken  by  a  very  learned  masonic  committee  of  New 
York,  that  a  charter  did  not  constitute  the  lodge,  w^as  not  necessary, 
bnt  was  only  the  evidence  of  its  legality,  &c.,  &c.  It  is  presumable, 
then,  that  this  evidence  should  always  be  present: 

Thus  we  see  that  while  the  Grand  Lodge  must  authorize  the  crea- 
tion of  a  lodge  (and  in  that  sense  m'ly  be  said  to  "create"  it),  it  be- 
comes a  lodge  only  by  the  issue  of  the  charter  by  the  Grand  Officers, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  lodge  by  the  Grand  Master.  It  follows 
inevitably  that  the  only  complete  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the 
lodge  is  the  charter.  The  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge  authorizing  a 
charter  is  not  sutficient  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  lodge.  The 
charter  is  thus  recognized  as  the  necessary  evidence  of  the  regular 
character  of  the  lodge.  It  is  solemnly  delivered  to  the  lodge  when 
the  lodge  is  formed  under  it.     It  is  with  equal  solemnity  delivered  to 
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every  Master  nt  his  installation,  03  the  aitlhoriiy  by  which  his  lodge  bt 
held.  [See  Forms  for  Installation  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois,  p.  38.] 

We  find  him  opposed,  as  we  are,  to  the  introduction  of  the  benefit 
system  into  Masonry. 

There  is  much,  very  much,  of  great  value  in  this  report,  and 
worthy  of  the  author,  but  we  can  dwell  with  him  no  longer. 

MARYLAND. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Ninety-Fifth  Semi-Annual  Communication 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  wais  held  on  13th  May,  1884,  Brother  John  S. 
Tyson,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  presiding,  with  representatives  from  71 
lodges  present.  The  jurisdiction  embraces  47G6  members,  and  dur- 
ing the  year  there  appears  to  have  been  a  loss  of  47. 

The  Grand  Master  urges  upon  the  masters  of  lodges  the  necessity 
of  making  the  meetings  interesting  to  the  brethren,  and  when  there 
is  no  work  by  lecturing  and  exemplifying  the  work,  or  by  readings  on 
masonic  subjects. 

A  photographic  copy  of  the  original  book  of  St.  John's  Lodge,  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  dated  June 
24tb,  A.  D.  1731,  marked  ''Liber  B.,"  was  presented  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  Brother  Day,  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  ''Irand  Master  thinks  the  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  now  such 
that  it  will  ultimately  be  paid  off. 

Brother  John  S.  Tyson,  Grand  Master,  Brother  Jacob  H.  Medairy, 
Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wm.  J.  Worth  submitted  the  correspondence  report,  written 
very  hastily  as  he  informs  us,  and  with  a  very  short  time  allowed  him, 
only  about  ten  days.  We  regret  sincerely  that  Brother  Gorgas  should 
have  been  prevented  from  preparing  the  report  on  account  of  ''severe 
affliction  in  his  family."    In  this  he  has  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 

To  some  rather  severe  strictures  of  Brother  Parvin  because  this 
Grand  Lodge  refused  to  appropriate,  annually,  fifty  dollars  towards 
the  increase  of  the  Masonic  Library,  our  correspondent  Brother  Worth 
makes  this  reply  : 

Now,  Brother  Parvin,  if  you  could  have  been  present  when  the  dis- 
cussion took  placej  you  would  not  have  written  as  above.  We  are  all 
very  anxious  to  have  a  good  Library  ;  but  we  have  a  very  large  debt 
hanging  over  our  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  think  it  better  to  try  to  pay 
some  of  the  debt  before  making  ai)i)roi>riation8  for  any  other  purpose. 
We  have  a  very  good  beginning  for  a  Library,  and  we  live  in  hope  of 
a  better.  We  have  not  been  so  lucky  as  our  brethren  in  Iowa  ;  but  if 
yon  will  visit  us,  wo  will  prove  that  we  are  not  the  benighted  set  you 
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"wonld  have  others  think — nor  are  we  deficient  in  hospitality.  So  if 
yon  come  East,  give  us  a  call,  understand  what  we  are,  and  you  will 
be  more  ready  in  the  future  to  throw  a  mantle  of  charity  over  what 
you  may  consider  disgraceful  faults,  which  shall  not  be  so  rent  that 
all  imperfections  may  be  seen  through  it.  I  hope  you  will  think  more 
kindly  of  these  brethren  in  the  future.  They  are  good  men  and  true, 
and  do  not  deserve  your  censure  or  reproach.  They  are  members  of 
oar  Board  of  Managers,  and  are  fully  aware  of  our  financial  trouble. 

Brother  Parvin  belongs  to  an  active  jurisdiction  which  believes  in 
a  library,  and  to  this  end  have  constructed  a  very  expensive  library 
building,  while  yet  the  Grand  Lodge  is  peripatetic. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Grand  Master,  Samuel  Crocker  Lawrence,  opened  this  Grand  Lodge 
in  ample  form  on  12th  December,  1883,  with  representatives  from  223 
lodges  present.  The  jurisdiction  embraces  227  lodges,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  26,406 -gain  638. 

This  was  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  we  give  below  the  Grand  Master's  history  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  masonry  to  this  Continent : 

Brethben  op  the  Grand  Lodge  :— The  present  year  brings  with  it 
the  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  Masonry, 
organized  under  duly  chartered  authoriiy^  in  this  State,  and,  as  we  have 
equally  good  reason  to  believe,  in  this  country.  In  the  early  history 
of  the  colonies,  the  Masons  residing  in  the  scattered  settlements  were 
few  in  number,  widely  separated,  and,  of  necessity,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure debarred  from  the  privileges  of  fraternal  association,  and  mutual 
help  and  sympathy.  Although  for  many  years  meetings  of  Masons 
were  unquestionably  held  for  the  purpose  of  Masonic  work,  and  con- 
ducted with  more  or  less  of  form,  it  was  not  until  July  30th,  1733^ 
that  any  organization  was  effected  in  this  country  under  duirtered  au- 
thoriiy.  Upon  the  date  mentioned,  R.  W.  Brother  Henry  Price,  the 
"Father  of  Masonry  in  America,"  duly  authorized  bv  a  Commission 
or  deputation,  dated  April  30th,  1733,  from  Viscount  MonUigue,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons  in  England,  in  his  capacity  as  Provincial  Grand 
Master,  formed  and  opened  in  Boston,  at  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  Tav- 
ern, on  King  street,  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  and  regularly  organ- 
ized it  by  the  appointment  of  a  Deputy  Grand  Master  and  other  offi- 
cers. The  work  of  organization  was  duly  performed,  and  the  legality 
of  the  foundation  of  this  Grand  Lodge  rests  upon  undisputed  histori- 
cal evidence  ;  and  just  as  unquestionably  its  date  of  precedence  ante- 
dates that  of  every  other  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  America. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  death  of  a  number  of  veterans 
who  had  withstood  manfully  the  test  of  masonic  manhood,  the  peri- 
od of  anti-masonic  insanity  which  swept  like  a  simoom  over  the  coun- 
try. One  of  years  83,  and  masonic  years  61  ;  another  90,  in  masonry 
63 ;  another  89,  a  mason  59  years ;  another  83  ;  another  96,  a  mason 
60 ;  another  83  ;  another  over  91  ;  another  94,  a  mason  75  years,  and 
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still  another  97,  a  mason  71  j'cars.  Valuable  testimonials  to  the  val- 
ue of  masonic  teachings,  and  who  had  happily  lived  to  see  the  storm 
clouds  of  adversity  riven  and  dissipated,  so  that  the  glorious  sun  of 
prosperity  shown  on  their  beloved  order. 

We  think  the  following  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master  time- 
ly and  valuable,  and  would  wish,  that  each  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction, 
would  heed  it  and  act  upon  it. 

My  attention  has  been  called  during  the  past  year  to  the  frequent 
destruction  of  Masonic  buildings  by  tire,  and  the  heavy  losses  of 
Lolges  through  insufficient  insurance.  I  would  injoin  upon  the 
Lodges  to  see  that  their  property  is  adequately  protected  by  insur- 
ance :  and  especially  that  care  is  taken  to  provide  a  safe  dei)ository 
for  their  Charters  and  Records.  In  this  connection  I  would  call  atten- 
tion to  the  ])rovision  in  the  Constitutions  authorizing  the  use  of  a 
duly  certified  copy  of  a  Charter,  with  a  view  to  the  better  preserva- 
tion of  the  original. 

As  we  know  that  there  are  many  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  of  ours 
that,  if  not  in  debt,  have  not  wherewith  to  do  deeds  of  charity  save, 
very  small  ones,  we  clip  one  more  paragraph  from  this  admirable  ad- 
dress, hoping  that  the  counsel  may  be  heeded  by  Masters  of  Lodges: 

The  i)roviding  of  ways  and  means  for  the  support  of  a  Lodge  is  a 
matter  largely  in  the  hands  of  its  officers,  and  it  is  their  bounden 
duty  to  see  that  adequate  provision  is  made.  It  may,  in  some  cases, 
demand  a  degree  of  courage  to  ask  for  an  increase  of  dues  ;  but  it  la 
better  to  do  that  than  to  depend  uj)on  the  precarious  receipts  from 
initiations,  and  to  live  haunted  by  a  dread  of  imminent  insolvency. 
Nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  reliance  placed  by  some  Lodges  upon 
the  uncertain  income  whicli  accrues  from  fees  for  tlie  degrees.  It  is 
dangerous  to  discount  the  future  ;  receipts  from  this  scmrce  must  va- 
ry from  year  to  year,  and  with  the  Lodges  dependent  upon  them  it  is 
first  a  feast,  and  then  a  famine.  Besides  all  this,  the  practice  fosters 
an  undue  desire  to  increase  membership,  with  the  consequent  danger 
of  carelessness  as  to  the  quality  of  the  new  Masonic  material. 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  taking  active  steps  towards  the  establishment 
of  a  ''Masonic  Education  and  Charity  Fund,"  and  to  this  end  have 
obtained  from  the  Legislature  an  act  of  incorporation  for  it,  the  trus- 
tees being  elected  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  was  believed  that  thus  put- 
ting this  fund  beyond  the  control  of  the  ever  varying  Grand  Lodge, 
more  permanency  would  result  and  greater  confidence  be  felt,  so  that 
it  might  perchance  receive  bequests  from  zealous  and  charitably 
disposed  brethren. 

Brother  Abraham  H.  Howland  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Sereno 
D.  Nickerson  Grand  Secretarv. 
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MINNESOTA. 

We  have  before  ns  the  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the 
Thirty-First  Annual  Commnnication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
State,  Grand  Master  C.  Henry  Benson  and  representatives  from  133 
Lodges  being  present.  The  total  number  of  Lodges  is  142,  with  a 
membership  of  8,640,  the  nett  increase  being  367. 

Under  decisions  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

At  onr  last  Annual  Communication  I  reported,  among  others,  the 
following  opinion  :  **  A  lodge  whose  charter  has  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  may  meet  and  work  in  the  absence  of  its  charter.  Tkt  fad  that 
the  lodge  has  been  regularly  chartered  by  competent  authority  is  not  changed 
simply  be^atise  the  best  evidence  of  thai  fact  has  been  defrayed.  Of  course, 
the  lodge  will,  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  apply  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  ii  duplicate  of  its  charter,  as  it  should  not  be  without  that  evi- 
dence in  its  lodge  room,  if  it  can  be  avoided." 

This  opinion  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Juris- 
prudence. This  committee  was  unable  to  agree,  and  its  time  to  report 
was  extended  until  this  communication.  It  is  important  that  the  rule 
be  pow  fixed,  because  tire  often  destroys  a  charter. 

In  this  we  find  the  doctrine  that  a  charter  is  not  necessary  for  the 
legaUty  of  the  Lodge  if  it  ever  had  one.  We  have  italicized  a  portion 
of  his  ruling.  But  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  we  are  rejoiced 
to  find,  were  sufficiently  **  oldfogie,"  as  Brother  Pierson  calls  ourself, 
to  adhere  to  the  old  doctrine  and  report  what  we  believe  to  be  the 
correct  method  of  procedure,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  was  **  old  fogie' 
enough  to  adopt  it.     Here  is  the  resolution  : 

Resolvedf  That  in  case  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of  a  charter  of  a 
Bobordidate  lodge,  it  is  the  duty  ot  the  Worshipful  Master  of  the 
lodge  to  apply  to  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  for  authority  to  continue 
the  work  of  the  lodge  until  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  inference,  then,  that  if  this  *'  authority"  be  not  obtained  the 
Lodge  has  no  right  to  act. 

How  true  to  life  is  the  following  picture  drawn  by  the  Grand 
Master  : 

My  attention  has  lately  been  called  to  an  actual  case  like  the  fol- 
lowing :  John  Doe,  when  a  young  man,  was  duly  elected  in  one  of 
the  Eastern  States,  where  an  election  entitles  a  candidate  to  the  three 
degrees,  and  received  the  first  degree  only.  Before  he  could  get  the 
second  he  was  borne  westward  by  the  irresistible  tide  of  emigration, 
and  found  a  home  in  Minnesota.  This  was  twenty  years  ago.  Now 
he  asks  tho  lodge  which  elected  him  to  give  him  the  other  two  de- 
grees. That  lodge  being  willing  to  do  so  asks  a  lodge  here  to  do  the 
work  for  it.  Courtesy  impels  the  lodge  here  to  do  the  work  for  its 
sister  lodge  in  the  east  without  stopping  to  ask  a  question.     Is  it 
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right  to  do  so  ?  I  think  not.  I  think  there  should  be  some  rnle  re- 
quiring the  candidiite,  in  his  new  homo,  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  a  bal- 
lot. Many  a  moral,  and  upright  and  worthy  young  man  leaves  his 
parental  roof,  and  goes  to  a  new  ccuntry,  where,  unrestrained  by  the 
influences  of  homo  and  the  society  he  left,  he  falls  a  victim  to  the 
snares  and  temptations  of  frontier  life— is  demoralized  and  lost. 

Twenty  years  make  many  changes,  but  any  time,  however  short, 
may  see  any  one  of  us  fall  into  a  snare.  We  are  all  human;  any  one 
of  us  may  full  into  a  pit  to-morrow,  and  be  lost. 

Brother  Henry  R.  Denny  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  A. 
T.  C.  Pierson  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  and  it  then  passf  s 
without  saying,  that  it  was  good.  We  have  always  received  much 
kindness  at  the  hands  of  this  robust  Brother,  and  for  this  we  desire 
now  to  express  our  deep  sense  of  the  obligation  under  which  he  has 
placed  us. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Sixty-Sixth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  13th  February, 
1884,  with  Grand  Master  P.  M.  Savory  in  the  Grand  East,  and  repre- 
sentatives from  241  Lodges.  The  whole  number  of  diartered  lodges 
is  291,  with  a  membership  of  8,897,  there  having  boon  a  gain  of  18. 

The  Grand  Master  recounts  a  very  singular  cpse  occurring  between 
the  jurisdiction  ot  Texas  and  Mississippi,  wherein  a  brother  member 
of  a  lodge  in  Mississippi  and  resident  in  that  jurisdiction  is  tried  by  a 
lodge  in  Texas,  where  he  temporarily  resided,  for  some  offence  com- 
mitted during  such  residence,  and  indefinitely  suspended  him.  This 
trial  was  had  during  his  residence  in  Mississippi,  and  while  a  mem- 
ber of  a  lodge  of  that  jurisdiction.  The  whole  correspondence  hav- 
ing been  submitted  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  they  reported 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : 

Resolved f  That  the  Most  Worshii)ful  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in 
Texas,  be  respectfully  recjui  sted  to  set  aside  the  suspension  of  Brother 
J.  D.  Hall,  a  member  of  Whitetield  Lodge  No.  bOo,  holding  under 
this  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  direct  Desdemona  Lodge  No.  506,  holding 
under  said  Grand  Lodge,  to  prefer  charges  and  specifications  against 
said  brother,  and  to  transmit  them  to  said  Whitetield  Lodge  No.  365. 

Resolvedf  That  on  the  reception  of  the  charges  aforesaid,  Whitefield 
Lodge  No.  365,  be  and  it  is  hereby  directed  to  proceed  under  the 
rule-s  for  trials  proscribed  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  case  against  said  Brother  J.  D.  Hall. 

Besolveily  That  the  Grand  Secretary  transmit  under  the  seal  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  Most  Worship- 
ful the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  in  Texas,  and  also  to  Whitetield 
Lodge  No.  365.     And  be  it  further 

Resdvedf  That  until  said  proceedings  of  Des^demona  Lodge  No.  506, 
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of  Texan,  are  set  aside  by  the  Most  Worshipfal  Grand  Lodge  of  Ma- 
sons in  Texas,  this  Grand  Lodge  without  waiving  its  claim  that  said 
Desdemona  Lodge  was  without  jurisdiction  to  try  and  suspend  said 
Brother  J.  D.  Hall,  holds  the  status  of  Brother  J.  D.  Hall  to  be  that 
of  a  suspended  Mason. 

The  Grand  Master  addressed  to  the  several  lodges  a  circular  contain- 
ing 26  questions,  answers  to  which  would  show  the  condition  of  the 
several  lodges,  and  the  amount  of  revenue  of  each,  and  what  pro- 
portion was  expended  by  each  for  charity  and  in  what  way.  This 
ought  to  prove  a  valuable  stimulus,  and  through  its  agency  much 
good  ought  to  result.  Indeed,  we  think  that  if  some  such  reports 
were  required  by  Grand  Lodges  there  would  be  more  interest  man- 
ifested in  Masonry  and  the  brethren  incited  to  greater  activity. 

The  result  of  these  inquiries  is  given  in  a  general  way  by  the 
Graod  Master,  and  although  this  portion  of  the  address  is  too  long 
for  us  to  copy  entire,  yet,  a  part  we  copy.  We  specially  recommend 
the  perusal  of  it  to  the  Grand  Masters  of  Alabama.  260  lodges  sent 
in  responses,  and  from  these  the  Grand  Master  makes  the  following 
deductions  : 

We  much  regret  that  there  has  been  a  single  failure,  for  these  re- 
ports have  brought  us  into  close  communion  with  the  several  Worship- 
ful Masters,  and  many  have  written  us  words  of  encoaragement 
which  we  highly  prize.  Wo  have  been  the  recipient  of  much  valuable 
information  that  otherwise  would  doubtless  have  been  buried  under 
the  rubbish  for  years  to  come.  By  this  system  of  correspondence 
we  have  been  enabled  to  reach  the  poorest  as  well  as  the  richest 
Lodges  in  the  State— have  learned  of  the  adversity  as  well  as  the 
prosperity  of  our  brethren — have  been  able  in  many  instances  to  gain 
the  fraternal  opinion  of  brethren  who,  though  they  have  borne  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day  and  for  nearly  a  third  of  a  century  have 
illustrated  by  the  silent  example  of  their  own  lives  the  principles  of 
Freemasonry — who  have  attended  the  Annual  Communications  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  until  they  have  become  regarded  as  fixtures  that 
death  alone  can  remove,  yet  whose  voices  are  never  heard  in  Grand 
Lodge,  —yet  they  think  and  resolve  questions  of  Masonic  law  in  their 
minds,  yea,  solve  some  problems  that  are  considered  difficult  and 
perchance  mysterious.  The  old  proverb,  **  Still  water  runs  deep,"  is 
applicable  to  such  sages  of  the  Craft,  and  one  is  wiser  and  better  for 
seeking  and  gaining  their  opinions.  This  correspondence  has  dis- 
closed to  us  the  whereabouts  of  the  poor  and  distressed  widows  and 
orphans  of  our  deceased  brethren,  and  the  means  employed  to  dis- 
pense Masonic  charity;  and  through  the  zeal  and  untiring  energy  of 
the  Grand  Secret,\ry  the  great  army  of  non-affiliates,  over  3,000  in 
number,  have  been  solicited  to  return  to  the  fold,  and  the  responses 
thereto  I  am  informed  are  among  the  hundreds.  Again,  it  has  caused 
brethren  long  estranged  to  renew  their  former  friendship  and  around 
the  Masonic  Altar  unite  again  in  the  fraternal  chain  which  we  earn- 
estly pray  God  may  never  again  be  broken.  From  these  reports  we 
learn  that  the  Cratt  in  Mississippi  is  not  dead — not  even  sleeping — 
but  in  almost  all  localities  is  doing  good  work. 
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Brother  Robert  C.  Patty,  was  elected  Grand  blaster,  and  Brother 
J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  that  admirable 
and  lovoable  brother  P.  G.  Master,  James  M.  Howry.  But  the  hand 
that  held  it,  now  lies  still  in  death.  That  mind  so  active— that  heart 
that  beat  so  warmly  for  his  brethren — that  voice  always  urging  to 
deeds  of  charity  and  goodness — now  is  silent  and  from  the  tomb 
can  give  no  cheer.  He  died  on  2nd  of  May,  1884,  within  a  short 
time  after  the  closing  of  Grand  Lodge.  May  we  not  hope  that  he 
has  only  been  admitted  into  the  celestial  Lodge  above — the  temple 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 

From  the  introduction  of  his  report  we  copy  : 

Wo  have  had  a  delightful  year  roaming  through  the  old  Blue  Lodge 
degrees  with  the  comments  of  the  brilliant  corps  of  reporters  on  Ma- 
sonic law,  usage,  legendary  history,  land  marks,  constitutions,  by- 
laws, dimits,  non-athliates,  peq^etual  jurisdiction,  non-payment  of 
dues,  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters,  etc.,  etc.  Your  Committee  can 
safely  say  that  the  different  Masonic  jurisdictions  are  coming  nearer 
together  every  year  on  all  the  mooted  questions  which  have  agitated 
the  craft  for  many  years,  and  while  there  exists  some  differences 
among  them,  yet  we  are  convinced  that  general  agreement  exists 
among  the  craft  on  the  essentials  in  ritual  jurisprudence,  usage  and 
proper  construction  of  land  marks  and  laws  than  ever  before,  within 
the  scope  of  their  knowledge.  This  is  gratifying,  indeed,  to  every 
true  and  loval  craftsman. 

Before  becoming  aware  that  our  brother  had  passed  through  the 
dark  waters  to  the  other  side  of  the  river,  wo  had  intended  to  reply  to 
his  strictures  in  relation  to  the  incorrectness  of  our  returns,  but 
these  must  now  be  remitted. 

MONTANA. 

We  have  a  very  neatly  gotten  up  pamphlet  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Cirand  Lodge  of  Montana  before  us  of  its  Nineteenth  Annual 
Communication,  hold  on  October  3,  1883.  M.  W.  A.  J.  Davidson, 
Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  representatives  from  20  Lodges  preseftt. 
There  are  24  active  Lodges,  having  a  membership  of  939,  the  gain 
since  lust  report  being  35. 

This  Grand  Lodge  was  convened  to  perform  the  last  sad  rites  at 
the  grave  of  P.  G.  M.  Pomeroy. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  that  no  dimit  be  granted  to  any 
member  until  he  shall  present  a  certiticate  of  the  Secretary  of  a  lodge 
that  lie  j)V()poses  to  join  another  lodge,  and  when  elected  a  member 
the  dimit  shall  issue.  This  is  holding  a  member  nolens  volens,  and 
is  adverse  to  our  thinking  in-Alabama. 
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Another  recommendation  of  his,  however,  which  we  give  below, 
we  think  might  be  advantageously  adopted  in  many  other  jurisdic- 
tions : 

I  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  Gr.ind  Lodge  to  the  inade- 
quate manner  of  examining  the  work  and  returns  of  subordinate 
lotlges.  I  suggest  that  a  select  committee  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  advisability  of  appointing  or  electing  District 
Deputies,  or  districting  the  jurisdiction,  a'nd  maJking  it  the  duty  of 
the  four  principal  officers  to  examine  the  work  and  books  of  record  of 
the  lodges  in  their  respective  districts,  and  make  a  full  report  to  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

This  matter  deserves  consideration  at  your  hands.  As  it  now  stands, 
the  Committee  on  Work  and  Returns  of  Lods>es  barely  has  time  to 
run  through  the  books.  When  a  correction  is  made,  it  is  published 
in  our  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  (which  is  not  generally  very  credi- 
table to  us),  .Mnd  does  not  have  the  good  effect  it  would  have  if  the 
correction  were  made  in  the  presence  of  the  lodge. 

Does  not  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances,  following, 
smack  a  little  too  much  of  other  organizations  to  be  altogether 
masonic  ? 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  Glcndalo 
against  Blandinsville  Lodge  No,  233,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.,  of  the  State  of 
Illinoia,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and,  from  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  lodges  submitted  to  us,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  Gleudale  Lodge  has  a  just  claim  against  Blandinsville  for  the 
sum  of  $140.85  for  expenses  incurred  upon  Brother  Hardisty,  a  mem- 
ber of  Blandinsville  Lodge  No.  233,  while  sick  and  an  object  of 
charity  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Glondale  Lodge  No.  23. 

Therefoie,  we  recommend  that  this  Grand  Lodge  request  the  Grand 
Secretary  to  correspond  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
upon  the  subject  complained  of. 

Brother  Hngh  Duncan  was  elected  Grand  Master. 
Brother  Cornelius  Hedges  continued  Grand  Secretary. 
Brother  Hedges  presented  the  report  on  correspondence. 
Of  our  resolutions  in  regard  to  a  **  Masonic  Home  and  College,"  he 
speaks  thus  : 

There  was  a  report  favorable  to  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic 
Home  and  College  presented  and  adopted,  and  referred  to  another 
special  committee  for  a  report  next  year  on  some  plan  to  carry  out 
the  idea.  Now  take  my  advice  and  drop  the  subject.  A  generation 
of  widows  and  orphans  that  need  present  attonticm  will  pass  away 
before  an  endowment  fund  is  raised.  But  let  every  lodge  and  brother 
go  to  work  helping  widows,  feeding,  clothing,  and  educating  orphans, 
and  it  will  do  more  than  half  a  dozen  homes  and  colleges.  Every 
Mason  can  become  a  Masonic  home  and  college  by  himself,  without 
any  report  or  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge..  Start  odo  in  every  neigh- 
borhood and  family  and  Masonic  heart.     This   is  the   Masonic  loork 
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*  

of  which  yonr  Grand  Master  spoke  so  eloquently.  We  would  give 
.more  for  a  live,  large-hearted  Mason,  whose  charity  was  aggrcsftlTe 
and  incessant,  than  for  the  largest  and  best  endow«'d  home  or  college 
in  the  world.  Now  snppose  8,000  snch  MasoDS  turned  loose  in  Ala- 
bama; do  yon  believe  twenty-fonr  hours  could  pass  before  every 
widow  and  orphan  in  the  State  was  provided  for?  In  order  for 
charity  to  become  a  habit,  to  work  itself  into  the  textnre  of  one's 
character,  it  needs  daily,  hourly  exercise,  and  never  can  oome  other- 
wise. 

MANITOBA. 

Grand  Master  John  Headley  Bell  presided  over  the  Ninth  Annual 
Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  the  13th  February, 
1884,  eighteen  Lodges  being  represented.  Whole  number  of  Lodges 
chartered  twenty-two,  with  six  U.  D.  Whole  number  of  members 
1,092  ;  gain,  287. 

We  quote  a  part  of  Grand  Master's  address  to  show  how  great  are 
the  changes  in  a  new  place  within  a  short  time.  Our  own  experience 
elsewhere  was  as  great,  but  brethren  living  in  Alabama,  where  gener- 
ation succeeds  generation,  and  the  son  occupies  the  father's  home- 
stead, cannot  readily  recognize  or  appreciate  such  a  condition.  Al- 
luding to  the  death  of  P.  G.  M.  Clark,  the  first  Grand  Master  of 
l^Ianitoba,  he  says  : 

Eight  years  in  this  rapidly  growing  country  has  made  great  changes, 
and,  consequently  Brother  Clark  was  known  to  but  very  few  of  the 
present  members  of  Grand  Lodge.  Ver>'  few  members  (not  half  a 
dozon)  are  here  to-night  that  met  with  Brother  Chirk  when  this  Grand 
Lodge  was  called  into  existence.  Some  have  gone  to  other  lands, 
some  there  are  whose  first  love  has  waxed  cold,  some  are  lying  on 
beds  of  pain,  and  some  have  fallen  asleep.  On  the  few  faces  left  the 
furrows  are  deo[)ening,  telling  that  autumn  is  comiug  on  ;  the  hair 
that  then  was  black  and  glossy  shows  now  the  frosts  of  coming  win- 
ter. Year  by  year  those  faces  are  fewer  in  number,  and  soon,  aye 
very  soon,  none  will  be  left. 

Deeply  do  we  regret  the  defalcation  of  the  late  Grand  Socretary. 
We  fear  he  was  too  near  a  neighbor  to  some  of  the  many  who  in  this 
countr^*^  have  been  hastening  to  be  rich  and  have  fallen.  Only  as  our 
fellows  of  like  stamp,  under  similar  circumstances,  seek  safer  places, 
and  go  north,  he  was  found  to  have  **gone  south."  His  name  is,  or 
was,  H.  D.  P.  LcCappellain,  and  was  expelled  by  Grand  Lodge  from 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  ^lasonry.  Thus  mote  it  be  with  hU 
such. 

Brother.  John  Headly  Bell  was  again  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Wm.  G.  Scott,  Grand  Secretary. 
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MICHIGAN. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  Commaiiication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
State  was  held  on  22d  January,  1884.  Brother  C.  F.  R.  Bellows, 
M^  W.  Grand  Master,  presiding,  with  repreHentatives  from  324 
sabordinates.  Total  number  of  Lodges  351  ;  membership,  27,181  ; 
increase,  683. 

The  Grand  Master  refuses  permission  to  a  Lodge  to  occupy  a  hall 
jointly  with  any  other  body  not  Masonic.     Bight. 

He  says  on  this  subject  : 

It  indicates  the  prevalence  of  a  condition  of  weakness  among  the 
l^Oiiges  that  is  to  be  deplored.  Weakness  is  the  parent  in  the  first 
place,  of  joint  occupancy,  and  then  joint  occupancy  breeds  weakness. 
It  has  been  said  that  **  no  house  was  ever  built  large  enough  for  two 
families  ;"  and  it  is  usually  gnly  families  in  straitened  circumstances 
^l^at  occupy  together. 

X^ifferent  denominations  in  religion  occupying  jointly  the  same  house 
^^  'Worship  is  an  analogous  case.  It  betokens  weakness  somewhere, 
^'icl  prompts  the  suggestion  whether  one  or  more  of  the  different 
^^anizations  might  not  better  cease  altogether,  and  unite  in  a  single 
J^^i'ong  society.  I  doubt  not  that  the  same  principle  holds  true  as 
*^®tveen  Masons  and  the  half  score  of  other  secret  orders  with  which 
?*"©  seem  to  be  so  largely  mixed  up.  If  we  cannot  exist  except  as 
Roistered  up  in  bed  by  Odd  Fellows,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
^^Uights  of  Honor,  Knights  of  Pythias,  United  Workmen  and  Gran- 
Sers,  then,  for  one,  I  say  let  us  die  and  be  done  with  it.  We  nevet- 
^^n  be  well  and  strong  so  long  as  we  consent  to  be  propped  up  in 
^hia  way.  The  vitality  alone  by  which  we  can  really  live  and  thrivfe 
^ust  be  purely  our  own  and  not  another's. 

I  commend  this  fact  to  the  serious  consideration  of  our  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Symbolic  Lodge  of  Peru  was  recognized. 
The  committee  on  jurisprudence  made   an  elaborate  report  in  re- 
lation to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  and  a  resolution  to 
lecognize  the  same,  which  was  adopted. 

We  find  that  in  Michigan,  also,  provision  is  made  for  the  consolida- 
Uon  of  two  Lodges,  and  the  method  provided  seems  unobjectionable. 
Thus  Wi3  see  that  there  is  a  growing  desire  to  have  fewer  but  stronger 
Lodges. 

A  step  was  taken  to  prohibit  the  joint  occupancy  of  halls  with  any 
wdies  not  masonic, 
brother  Arthur  M.  Clark  was  made  Grand  Master. 
Brother  Wm.  P.  Innos,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wm.  P.  Innes   made  the  correspondence  report,  and  we 
*'e  chagrined  at  not  seeing  ours  among  the  proceedings  reviewed. 
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MISSOURI 

Sends  us  a  mammoth  pamphlet  of  near  300  pages  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Sixty-Third  Annual  Communication  of  its  Grand 
Lodge,  held  on  9th  October,  1883,  under  the  supervision  of  Reverend 
Charles  C.  Woods,  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  with  representatives 
from  204  lodges.  This  jurisdiction  embraces  522  lodges  ;  toUJ  mem- 
bership, 24,51)4  ;  gain,  G56. 

We  beg  that  all  of  you  who  contend  that  a  Grand  Master  can  exer- 
cise no  prerogatives,  but  must  be  governed  by  the  letter  of  the  law  ; 
who  claim  that  since  the  adoption  of  Constitutions  he  has  no  power 

not  therein  specially  set  forth  ;  to  read  what  Grand  Master  Woods 
has  uttered  in  relation  to  his  exercise  of  a  disputed  power,  in  a  truly 
interesting  case  : 

And  I  will  here  remark,  not  with  reference  to  this  case,  but  in  gen- 
eral, that  if  the  Grand  Lodge  allows  no  preroijntire  whatever  to  the 
Grand  Master,  but  shuts  him  within  the  narrow  bounds  marked  oPt 
by  the  technicalities  and  decisions  of  the  Masonic  martinet,  then  you 
need  no  man  in  this  place,  with  his  heart  warm  with  sympathy,  but 
only  a  dummu  to  wear  the  insignia  of  Grand  Master,  and  point  with 
cold  and  liieless  finger  to  decision  and  precedent.  Let  the  Grand 
Lodge  criticise  the  action,  if  criticism  be  in  place,  but  touch  not  the 
Acacia  which  waves  at  the  head  of  D.  P.  Wallingford,  nor  disturb  the 
evergreen  upon  his  lifeless  breast  ;  — they  were  placed  there  by  those 
who  knew  all  his  weaknesses  and  faults  ;  and  yet,  in  the  last  agony, 
they  forfjot  and  fortjnce,  and,  like  Brothers,  they  gathered  about  the 
dying  man  to  sooth  his  pain,  to  watch  the  spirit  take  its  flight,  and  to 
"lay  away  the  cold,  still  form  in  the  narrow  cell,  where  we  all  must 
shortly  sleep  :  So  may  we  all  be  forgiven  and  comforted  when  we  come 
to  die. 

The  Grand  Master  doubtless  most  earnestly  and  conscientiously 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  no  one  can  read  his  addreiF^s 
without  feeling  it  was  good  to  have  commenced  with  one  so  fully  im- 
bued with  masonic  influences. 

Brother  Lee  A.  Hall  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother  John  D. 
Vincil,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Vincil  presented  the  report  on  correspondence  from  which 
we  extract : 

The  Masonic  Fraternity  in  this  country  will  miss  its  opportunity  if 
nothing  more  is  done  than  the  erection  of  grand  temples  and  fine 
halls.  These,  too  often,  only  exhaust  the  means  of  the  Craft,  by 
heavy  taxation  ;  disaflfect  many  good  members  ;  consume  all  resour- 
ces that  might  be  devoted  to  chjirity,  and  bring  no  adequate  rebim. 
The  law  ol  compensoiiou  dt)es  not  oi^taiu.  The  temple  property  may 
become  valuable  an<l  pay  well  sometimes,  but  at  what  a  fearful  cost! 
One-half  the  money  exuended  in  this  country  for  ''grand  temples" 
would  rear  and  endow  '"homes"  and  * 'asylums"  for  destitute  widows 
and  helpless  orphans,  and  indigent  Brethren,  that  would  Indy  be  *'to 
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the  glory  of  God,  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe."  In  such 
"homes"  the  helpless  and  the  needy,  would  find  comfort,  cheer  and 
protection.  Millions  of  dollars  are  now  invested  in  "temples"  and 
••halls."  Such  property,  with  rare  exceptions,  is  yielding  no  revenue, 
and  will  not,  for  years  to  come,  if  ever.  The  thought  crowds  itself 
upon  some  minds,  and  constantly  challenges  attention  :  is  it  not  time 
to  make  a  more  practical  and  unseltish  use  of  the  means  and  resources 
of  Masonry?  The  thought  will  not  down  at  our  bidding.  We  have 
glorified  long  enough.  Masonry  must  become  itiore  prncticaly  if  not  less 
denionstraiive,  or  suffer.  We  have  ^Ujloried''  in  our  antiquity,  our  sta- 
bility, our  ritual,  our  exclusiveness  and  distinctiveness  until  glorjing 
may  become  our  shame. 

•'By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them,"  is  a  terse  expression  and  a 
practical  rule.  As  a  iesl,  it  will  apply  to  systems  and  institutions  as 
well  as  to  individuals.  We  never  think,  write,  or  speak  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  the  grand  and  commanding  work  of  our  Kentucky  Brethren 
commends  itself.  The  Ma.sons  of  that  jurisdiction  have  done  nobly. 
The  ••Home"  reared  and  supported  by  thom  in  the  charming  city  of 
Louisville,  may  well  excite  the  pride  and  stir  the  heart  of  every  Crafts- 
man iu  Kentucky.  The  Masons  of  that  State  erected  and  own  a  ••tem- 
ple;" it  is  valuable  and  paying  property.  They  did  not  orerbuild,  and 
try  to  eclipse  all  other  cities,  and  burden  themselves  with  an  exhaust- 
ing debt,  and  thus  cripple  energies  and  resources.  But  the  Masonic 
Temple  was  followed  by  the  ••Homo"  enterprise,  and  that  eclipses  all 
other  movements,  and  engrosses  the  best  tnought  and  effort  of  faith- 
ful workers.  We  have  been  in  the  principal  cities  of  this  country. 
Here  and  there  a  Brother  has  asked,  ••Have  you  seen  our  fine  •tem- 
ple?'"or,  **I  want  to  s/iojp  you  through  our  elegant  Hall."  Scarcely 
had  we  made  known  our  name  to  a  Brother  in  Louisville,  when  he 
said,  ••You  must  visit  our  •Home'  for  widows  and  orphans."  Durinj^j 
a  month's  visit  there,  and  intimate  association  with  the  Fraternity,  it 
was  our  **Home"all  the  time,  but  the  •'Temple"  never  Mras  mentioned 
once.  The  ••glory"  of  the  ••Temple"  faded  out  in  the  presence  of  the 
••Home,"  where  hunger  was  appeased,  tears  were  dried,  age  was  ten- 
derly nursed,  young  natures  trained,  and  the  future,  with  its  grand 
possibilities,  made  bright  and  inviting.  Ah,  the  wobk  of  Kentucky 
Masons  is  true  work,  such  work  as  the  Supremo  M  ister  and  Chief  Over- 
seer will  approve,  concerning  which  it  will  be  said,  your  w^ork  entitles 
yon  to  reward  ;  in  as  much  as  you  labored  for  these,  my  needy  ones, 
your  labor  was  for  me.     '•Well  done." 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  7th 
September,  1881,  in  the  absence  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  the  R  W. 
D.  Grand  Master,  A.  \V.  Manning,  presided.  Three  dispensations 
for  new  lodges  were  granted,  and  the  bust  of  H.  R.  H.,  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  England,  was  unveiled,  it 
being  a  present  from  Brother  Marshall  Wood,  sculptor,  England. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  4th  Jan'y,  1882,  applications  for 
dispensations  for  three  new  lodges  were  made.  Acknowledgment 
of  the  application  for  recognition  was  made  by  the  Grand  Secretary 
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of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  most  cart  terms,  and  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  informs  the  Grand  Master 
of  New  South  Wales,  that  all  commnnicatioDs  should  come  through 
the  representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  reminds  him,  that,  there  are  some  28  or  30  lodges  there, 
still  holding  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland. 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  March  1st,  1882,  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  J.  S.  Famell  presided.  A  letter  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  was  read  refusing  recognition,  one  new  lodge  was  consti' 
tuted,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  the  progress  was  very 
satisfactory,  the  number  of  entrants  and  affiliates  for  the  past  six 
months  being  greater  than  during  the  preceding  eighteen  months. 

Brother  J.  S.  Farnell  was  again  made  Grand  Master,  Brother  Nich- 
olas Weekes  remains  Grand  Secretary. 

NOVA  SCOTIA. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Communication  of  this  .Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  4th  June,  1884,  M.  W.  J.  W.  Laurie,  Grand  Master,  presid- 
ing, with  representatives  from  40  lodges.  There  are  67  within  the 
jurisdiction,  with  a  membership  of  2907,  with  a  probable  increase 
of  58. 

The  Grand  Master  recommends  greater  caution  in  the  admission  of 
visitors  in  this  manner: 

In  Korao  lodges,  I  have  noticed  that  the  application  of  visitors  for 
admission  to  the  lodge  is  not  dealt  with  in  a  sufficiently  cautions 
manner;  the  npplication  is  announced,  a  brother  present  in  the 
Lodge  states  that  he  can  vouch  for  the  applicant,  as  he  has  sat  in 
Lodge  with  him,  and  the  admission  is  granted  without  further  en- 
quiry or  note.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  brother  who  vouches 
should  be  required  to  state  in  what  Lodge  he  sat  with  the  applicant, 
and  that  his  nume  and  statement  should  be  recoriled  on  the  minutes 
along  with  the  admission  of  the  visitor,  so  that  if  afterwards  a  vis- 
itor, not  entitled,  should  be  found  to  have  obtained  admission,  the 
responsibility  could  be  traced  to  the  Lodge  in  fault. 

Of  the  Pope's  late  Encyclical  letter,  he  says: 

With  regret,  I  return  to  the  subject  of  the  Encyclical  lately  issued 
against  Free-masonry  by  Pope  Leo  XIII,  who  bears  a  high  reputation 
as  an  enlightened  and  liberal-minded  man.  The  Roman  Pontiff  is 
strangely  in  error  in  the  information  he  has  acquired  as  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  aims  of  Free-masonry;  no  greater  mistake  could  have 
been  made  than  to  assert  that  Free-masonry  denies  divine  revelation 
and  repudiates  dogmatical  religion. 

The  first  principle  of  Free-masonry  requires  the  recognition  of  a 
Supreme  Being;  but  its  scoj)o  is  not  limited  by  the  bounds  of  any 
one  form  of  religious  belief:  it  aims  at  extending  throughout   the 
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whole  hnman  family  the  principles  of  morality.  Brotherly  love,  re- 
lief and  truth  are  the  practices  it  inculcates;  obedience  to  the  civil 
authority,  ajad  a  positive  prohibition  of  plots  and  conspiracies  against 
the  State  are  enforced  by  its  rules — to  deal  justly  with  all,  to  recog- 
nize that  all  have  equal  rights,  but  that  a  man's  honest  earnings, 
whether  of  position  or  wealth,  are  gifts  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and 
thus  by  God's  as  well  as  man's  law,  should  be  secured  to  him;  this  is 
the  socialism  of  true  equality  we  preach,  and  endeavor  to  practice. 

Our  little  Pro^ince  has  not  many  points  on  which  it  can  boast  itself 
as  taking  a  lead,  but  it  is  able  to  advert  to  its  actions  as  the  pioneer 
in  the  removal  of  religious  disabilities;  and  we  own  an  honest  pride 
in  the  knowledge  that  men  of  different  denominations  can  here  live 
side  by  side,  without  permitting  their  sect»irian  differences  which 
they  honestly  recognize,  to  cause  even  a  ripple  to  pass  over  the  sur- 
face of  their  social  or  political  life.  Few  communities  can  say  as 
much.  I  well  remember  the  late  Archbishop  Connolly,  in  an  address 
delivered  by  him  at  Pictou,  pointing  out  that  we  had  ninety-nine  sub- 
jects on  which  our  sentiments  were  in  accord,  and  surely  it  was  not 
worth  while  always  to  be  harping  on  the  hundredth  on  which  we 
happen  to  differ  !  Our  lamented  friend  had  never  passed  within  the 
portals  of  a  Masonic  Lodge;  but  in  that  proposition  he  gave  expres- 
sion to  the  truest  Masonic  principles;  and  I  claim  in  this  as  an  expo- 
nent of  what  we  desire  to  inculcate,  and  thereby  enable  us  as  a  people 
to  practice  in  the  Province  what  we,  as  a  Craft,  desire  to  see  univer- 
sally adopted  throughout  the  world. 

In  a  recent  address  delivered  by  Cardinal  Manning,  R.  C,  Arch- 
bishop of  "Westminster,  in  London,  he  is  reported  to  have  said:  **If 
any  one  thing  had  given  to  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  last  fifty  years 
the  power  of  rising  again  above  the  opposition  and  prejudice  of  this 
country,  it  was  the  manifestation  of  the  undeniable  charity  of  their 
priests,  of  their  nuns  nursing  in  hospitals  and  in  the  houses  of  the 
poor,  in  those  pestilential  dwellings  where  our  poor  wore  poisoned 
and  extinguished,  and  of  the  generosity  and  self-denial  of  the  laity.'* 
Are  not  these  very  statements  and  arguments  applicable  to  the  sW 
tns  of  Masonry?  More  than  £42,000  are  subscribed  yearly  in  Eng- 
land by  Ma.sonio  Lodges  towards  the  maintenance  of  aged  Free-ma- 
sons and  their  destitute  children  !  Enormous  sums  were  raised,  al- 
most in  a  moment,  in  the  Northern  States,  when  the  news  of  the  yel- 
low fevor  epidemic  in  Memphis  and  other  stricken  districts  reached 
the  men  of  the  North,  and  personal  service,  just  such  as  that  spoken 
of  by  Cardinal  Manning,  was  as  freely  rendered;  physicians  aban- 
doned lucrative  practices,  and,  accompanied  by  volunteer  nurses  to 
attend  the  helpless  hick,  took  their  lives  in  their  hands,  in  many 
cases  never  to  return,  and  pressed  down  to  fight  the  destroyer. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  an  ecclesiastic  who  is  supposed  to  speak 
with  snch  authority,  should  have  been  led  to  bring  such  charges 
against  an  organization  which  he  can  only  know  from  ill-informed 
Advisers. 

Like  all  other  institutions  of  men,  the  component  parts  are  fallible; 
but  I  feel  justified  in  appealing  to  our  past  record,  and  to  the  princi- 
ples by  which  we  are  guided,  however  imperfectly  carried  out,  and  to 
the  certainty  that,  however  individuals  may  err,  the  Craft  as  a  body 
will  come  out  triumphantly  from  every  attack;  and  if  misrepresenta- 
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tioDs  follow  TIB,  we  will  follow  the  advice  of  John  Wesley,  and  live  it 
down. 

Brother  Laurie  was  again  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  B. 
Gnrren,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  an  excellent  report  from  the  committee  on  correspon- 
dence,  but  they  seem  not  to  have  received  any  proceedings  from 
Alabama.  This  was  also  the  case  the  previous  year.  We  hope  that 
our  Grand  Secretary  will  make  an  effort  to  be  more  snccessfal  in 
reaching  our  brethren  of  Nova  Scotia  the  next  time. 

NEVADA. 

The  Twentieth. Annual  (Communication  of  th^s  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  the  10th  day  of  June,  1884.  with  Andrew  Nicholls,  Grand  Mas- 
tor.  Thirteen  lodges  were  represented.  The  jurisdiction  embraces 
twenty  lodges,  with  a  membership  of  1,176,  being  seventy  less  than 
last  year. 

This  Grand  Lodge  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  photographic 
copy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lodge  record. 

The  Grand  Master  says  : 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  intemperance  among  Masons  does  not  pre- 
vail to  an^  great  extent  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  time  will  soon  come  when  iotempernnce  and  gambling  will 
be  unknown  among  the  Graft.  Until  we  reach  that  standard,  my 
Brethren,  we  are  not  living  up  to  the  true  teachings  of  Masonry. 

In  consequence  of  financial  embarrassment,  or  rather  to  pi^vent 
any  such  contingency,  it  was  resolved  not  to  print  the  proceedings 
for  two  years,  so  we  will  hear  nothing  from  this  Grand  Lodge  until 
1886.  This  we  sincerely  regret,  and  hope  that  their  condition  may  so 
greatly  improve  as  to  warrant  the  setting  aside  this  resolution  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We  find  a  motion  made  to  amend  the  constitution  so  as  to  make 
their  Grand  Communications  biennial  instead  of  annual. 

Indeed  many  amendments  were  acted  upon  or  offered,  being  the 
.bulk  of  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Da^'id  E.  Baily  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  John 
D.  Hammond,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  the 
proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1883.  Of  our  anxiety  for  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Orphans'  Home,  he  says  : 

The  Orphans'  Home  charity  is  evidently  the  leading  Masonic  topic 
in  Alabama,  and  our  Brother  loses  no  opportunity  to  bring  it  forward. 
He  is  of  the  opinion,  and  we  are  inclined  to  agree,  that  even  in  these 


1884.1  APPENDIX.  147 

days  of  great  general  charity,  it  will  be  found  impossible  to  continue 
any  such  institution  if  it  must  depend  on  voluntary  contributions. 
The  brethren  too  soon  become  weary  in  well  doing,  and  inscribed 
upon  the  door  will  be  found  CarUiago  fuU. 

After  which  its  history,  delenda  est  GarthcKjo. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Ninety-Seventh  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  held  on  January 
8th,  1884,  with  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Robert  Bingham,  presiding,  and 
with  representatives  from  81  subordinates.  There  are  207  Lodges  at 
work,  whose  membership  numbers  6,707,  there  having  been  a  gain 
of  26  during  the  year. 

The  maintenance  of  their  orphans'  home  engages  the  attention  of 
our  brethren  of  the  old  North  State.  Bequests  to  the  fund  are  being 
made.  As  an  evidence  of  the  determination  of  our  brethren  there 
to  succeed,  we  copy  what  the  Grand  Master  did  for  this  asylum  : 

Finding  that  the  orphans  were  insufficiently  clothed,  and  that  there 
was  no  money  to  supply  the  deficiency,  I  asked  in  person  for  con- 
tributions in  material  from  the  proprietors  of  eighteen  (18)  factories 
of  cotton  and  woolen  fabrics,  taking  a  four  days'  trip  in  a^'lbnggy  on 
one  occasion  for  this  purpose  and  going  nearly  fifty  miles  from  the 
railroad.  I  corresponded  with  two  other  factory  owners  who  were 
too  far  to  l?e  reached  in  person.  It  was  my  purpose  to  reach  every 
factory  in  the  State;  but  some  are  too  far  to  justify  the  expense,  and 
quite  a  number  are  making  nothing  bul  cotton  yarns,  which  are  not 
available.  Without  a  single  exception,  the  factory  owners  whom  I 
saw  or  wrote  to,  promised  contributions.  I  have  asked  brother  Mills 
to  make  an  itemized  report  of  what  was  received,  that  we  may  know 
whom  to  be  thankful  to,  and  that  I  may  know  whom  to  remind  of 
delayed  promises  to  the  orphans. 

With  determination  so  strong  and  zeal  so  warm  we  doubt  not  North 
Carolina  will  yet  succeed  in  the  permanent  establishment  of  her  pet. 
We  only  fear  that  before  this  is  fully  accomplished  the  Grand  Lodge 
will  allow  itself  to  be  led  astray  in  efforts  to  establish  **  reformatories 
for  young  men" — establishments  **for  the  improvement  of  feeble 
minded  children,"  Ac,  as  has  already  been  urged  upon  them. 

Brother  Robert  Bingham  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Donald 
W.  Bain,  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 

Held  its  Seventeenth  Grand  Annual  Communication  on  22d  April, 
1884,  with  Grand  Master  William  F.  Bunting  presiding,  and  with  rep- 
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resentativeB  from  21  lodges.  There  nre  32  lodges  in  all,  embracing  a 
membership  of  1,910.  During  the  year  the  loss  was  61.  This  is,  in^ 
deed,  very  great. 

The  Grand  Master  having  issued  a  circular  letter  to  the  Lodges  re- 
quiring them  to  do  all  business  pertaining  to  the  Lodge  in  the  £.  A. 
degree,  as  required  by  the  constitution,  in  his  construction,  says, 
when  reporting  this  fact  to  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

In  order  that  I  might  be  fortified  in  the  stand  I  have  taken,  I  ad- 
dressed letters  to  the  Grand  Secretaries  of  England,  Ireland,  Scot- 
land, and  Canada,  requesting  them  to  favor  me  with  the  laws  and 
customs  regulating  inemljership  in  their  several  jurisdictions.  I 
have  their  replies,  which  they  very  kindly  and  very  readily  for- 
warded to  me. 

V.  W.  Brother  S.  H.  Gierke,  Grand  Secretary  of  England,  says  : — 
*' Entered  apprentices  are  full  members  of  our  lodges.  They  can  be 
present  and  take  part  in  elections,  votes,  and  all  business  of  the 
lodge  generally,  which,  for  that  purpose,  is  always  done  in  the  first 
degree.  We  always  open  our  private  lodges  on  the  first  degree  and 
therein  read  the  minutes  and  do  clerical  bu&iness." 

W.  Brother  S.  B.  Oldham,  Deputy  Grand  Secretary  of  Ireland,  re- 
plies—''It  is  the  rule  that  all  subordinate  lodges  open  on  the  first 
degree,  and  if  there  is  business  to  be  done,  in  either  the  F.  G.  or  M. 
M.  degree,  the  lodge  should  be  '  passed*  or  '  called  np,'  but  shoidd 
be  again  'called  down.'  All  the  ordinary  business  of  the  lodge  - 
reading  minutes,  proposals  and  ballot  for  members,  and  the  inst^a- 
tion  of  officers,  is  done  in  the  first  degree." 

V.  W.  Brother  John  J.  Mason,  Grand  Secretary  of  Ganada,  states 
that  entered  apprentices  are  admitted  to  membership  in  their  lodges; 
they  are  entitled  to  be  present  and  take  part  in  the  business  transac- 
tions ;  and  that  lodges,  at  regular  communications,  are  opeucd  on  the 
E.  A.  degree,  the  minutes  put  for  confirmation  and  the  general  busi- 
ness transacted  in  an  E.  A.  lodge. 

The  Grand  Secretary  of  Scotland  did  not  favor  me  with  a  reply, 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  arose  from  a  long  and  severe  attack  of  illness 
with  which  he  recently  suffered.  I  am,  therefore,  ignorant  of  the 
law  and  usage  there. 

Entered  apprentices  in  the  olden  time  were  entitled  to  and  exer- 
cised all  the  privileges  of  membership.  Their  being  debarred  from 
such  privileges  in  some  jurisdictions,  is  the  result  of  modern  legis- 
lation, and  is  an  inroad  upon  what  may  bo  considered  a  landmark. 
The  ancient  law  in  this  connection,  and  the  earliest  written  law 
known  at  the  present  day,  is  found  in  Section  37  of  the  Constitutions 
of  1723,  viz.  :  "Then  the  grand  master  shall  allow  any  brother,  fel- 
low craft,  or  apprentice,  to  speak,  directing  his  discourse  to  his  wor- 
ship ;  or  to  make  any  motion  for  the  good  of  the  fraternity." 

The  committee  on  recognition  of  sister  Grand  Lodges  reported 
adversely  to  recognizing  that  of  Victoria  or  of  Peru.  The  reasons 
given  are  sound,  and  we  gave  it  as  our  opinion  last  year  that  it  is  well 
to  make  haste  slowly  in  these  matters,  lest  we  become  entangled  by 
hasty  action. 
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Brother  John  V.  Ellis  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  Edwin  J.  Wetmore  was  appointed  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

M.  W.  Brother  John  Francis  Webster,  Grand  Master,  presided  over 
the  Ninety-Fifth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Hampshire,  there  being  present  representatives  from  59  lodges  ;  total 
number  of  lodges  76,  membership,  8065— gain  78. 

The  year  had  been  one  of  continued  prosperity  to  the  Craft. 

At  this  session,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized  as  an- 
other star  in  tlie  constellation,  and  to  it  was  ''extended  the  hand  of 
fellowship  and  fraternal  greeting.^' 

New  Hampshire  is  making  some  progress  in  the  establishment  of 
an  orphan's  home.    The  committee  report  having  procured  a  charter 
and  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  report  a  home,  but  they  state  : 

The  funds  for  the  Home  are  to  be  furnished  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tion, and  the  method  of  securing  the  needed  amount  is  one  of  the  sub- 
jects under  consideration. 

It  is  hoped  and  expected  that  bequests  may  be  made  by  brothers 
interested  in  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  authority  and 
accountability  of  the  Corporation  in  such  matters  is  ample  to  receive 
and  lawfully  control  any  such  charitable  gift.  The  committee  invite 
suggestions  from  the  Fraternity  and  contributions  at  such  time  as 
may  be  most  fitting.* 

If  our  brethren  there  rely  for  the  funds  "upon  voluntary  contribu- 
tions," we  fear  for  the  result.  Do  wo  not  see  that  thousands  are  sus- 
pended for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  if  they  will  thus  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  deprived  of  all  masonic  benefits  rather  than  pay  the  pal- 
try sums  required  of  them,  whence  may  the  voluntary  contributions 
come! 

Brother  John  F.  Webster  was  re-elected  Granid  Master,  and  Brother 
George  P.  Cleaves  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  A.  S.  Wait  again  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  re- 
viewing the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1882  and  1883  giving  us  full 
notice. 

Under  Colorado  he  gives  his  views  of  the  position  occupied  by  a 
master  of  a  lodge,  thus  : 

We  suppose  the  relations  of  a  master  of  a  masonic  lodge  to  his  lodge 
at  labor  are  very  different  from  the  presiding  oflScer  of  an  ordinary 
ftssembly  to  that  over  which  he  presides.  The  province  of  the  latter 
is  simply  to  preserve  order  and  see  that  the  business  proceeds  accord- 
ing to  recognized  rules,  while  the  former,  as  the  name  imports  and 
the  origin  and  history  of  his  office  demonstrates,  is  the  overseer  and 
director  of  the  work.    It  is  with  him  alone  to  determine  when  the 
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work  Rhall  begin  and  when  it  shall  end.  When  open  for  labor,  it  is 
his  province  alone  to  determine  what,  or  whether  any  labor  shall  be 
done.  The  constitntions  of  masonry  and  the  particular  laws  of  his 
lodge  are  entrusted  to  his  keeping  and  he  is  responsible  for  their  pres- 
ervation and  for  their  faithful  observance.  With  these  powers  and 
these  responsibilities,  it  would  seem  to  us  strange  if  he  could  not  on 
any  and  all  occasions  inform  the  brethren  of  his  views,  or  if  he  could 
not  urge  upon  them  what  he  should  conceive  to  be  their  masonic 
duty.  It  seems  to  us  the  view  of  this  subject  taken  by  the  commit- 
tee has  the  support  of  well  established  masonic  principle. 

We  find  him  holding  to  a  position  in  conflict  with  the  theory  of 
exclusive  jurisdiction.  He  held  under  Indian  Territory  that  a  major- 
ity of  lodges  within  any  specified  political  territory  may  oxi^uuiiw  a 
Grand  Lodge,  but  that  to  compel  the  minority  to  acqniesce  is  tyran- 
ny, and  Free  masonry  does  not  warrant  tyranny. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

M.  W.  and  Bev.  Henry  Vehslage,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample 
form  the  Ninety-Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
there  being  present  representatives  from  140  lodges.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  lodges  is  150  ;  membership,  12,077  ;  gain,  178. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  with  the  singing  of  an  ode,  and 
closed  with  the  following  hymn  to  the  air  of  *Auld  Lang  Syne.' 

Come,  Brothers  of  the  mystic  tie. 

Join  in  a  parting  hymn 
Of  gratitude  to  God  on  high. 

The  Architect  Supreme. 
The  glorious  Architect  Supreme, 

To  whom  all  praise  is  due  • 

For  blessings  rare  vouchsafed  by  Him, 

And  mercies  ever  new. 

We  part,  perhaps  no  more  to  meet 

The  Brothers  whom  we  love, 
But  let  us  hope  each  one  to  greet 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  above. 
Adieu  !  adieu !  each  Brother  dear. 

Each  Craftsman  tried  and  true  ; 
With  kindly  grasp  and  love  sincere, 

A  heart-warm,  fond  adieu ! 

The  Grand  Master*s  address  pertained  to  matters  of  local  interest 
only.  His  decisions  are  in  accordance  with  the  principles  enunciated 
by  our  Grand  Lodge. 

Bev.  Henry  Vehslage  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Joseph  H.  Hough,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  made  by  Bro.  James  A.  Norton, 
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in  it  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1882.  It  conveys  in  a 
very  saccinct  manner  the  condition  of  the  Graft  in  the  various  joris- 
dictions,  and  we  have  no  donbt  it  is,  as  it  ought,  "to  be  read  in  the 
lodges." 

We  copy  from  under  Michigan  both  the  remarks  of  Brother  Innes, 
whose  strictures  on  the  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  we  think  very 
unnecessarily  severe,  and  not  to  have  been  expected  from  so  urbane 
and  masonic  a  brothe/,  and  the  exceedingly  temperate  reply  of  Bro. 
Norton.     They  explain  themselves  : 

In  his  review  of  New  Jersey  Brother  Innes  devotes  three  pages  to 
Grand  Master  Martin's  address,  quoting  his  decisions  nnd  the  conclu- 
sion in  full.  Upwards  of  two  pages  of  our  report  on  Correspondence 
are  quoted  also.  The  fact  is  noted  that  Michigan  was  not  among  the 
proceedings  reviewed  by  us,  and  the  remark  added  :  * 'Perhaps  we 
[Michigan]  did  not  appear  in  a  constitutional  manner.*'  To  this  we 
reply  that  the  proceedings  of  Michigan  did  not  reach  us.  Bro.  Innes 
had  a  grievance,  and  the  word  constUiUionalt  above  quoted,  was  made 
to  do  duty  in  giving  it  expression  ;  but  his  grievance  was  not  the 
result  of  anything  that  we,  as  reporter,  did  or  omitted  to  do.  It  had 
its  orgin  in  the  following  circumstance,  the  record  of  which  he  found 
in  the  procedings  of  New  Jersey  for  1882.  We  would  that  the  record 
and  the  memory  of  it  could  be  obliterated  : 

**  A  printed  communication  from  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Mich- 
igan appealing  for  aid  for  the  suffering  in  that  State  on  account  of  the 
Seat  nre  during  the  last  summer,  was  read,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand 
aster  decided  that  it  could  not  be  received,  as  it  was  not  properly 
signed  or  sealed." 

For  this  action  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jer- 
sey are  severely  criticised  by  Brother  Innes.     We  quote  : 

"It  passes  our  understanding  that  a  Grand  Lodge  would  permit  its 
Grand  Master  to  make  such  a  frivolous  ruling. 

"We  rejoice  that  New  Jersey  stands  alone.  To  her  alone  is  the 
stain.  To  her  alone  belongs  the  great  glory  (?)  of  turning  a  deaf  ear 
to  an  appeal  for  charity,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  not  in  conform- 
ity with  her  constitutional  ideas. 

"Can  it  be  that  this  Grand  Master  was  so  far  removed  from  civili- 
zation—we truly  believe  he  was— that  the  telegraphy  with  its  light- 
ning speed,  did  not  inform  him  of  the  great  calamity  which  had  befal- 
len our  State?  Were  the  newspapers  all  removed  from  him  that  he 
did  not  get  his  information  from  that  source,  either  ? 

"Oh !  shame  on  New  Jersey  and  the  Grand  Officers  for  turning 
away  from  the  pleadings  of  a  suffering  people. 

"May  the  Great  I  Am  protect  New  Jersey  from  the  calamity  tUat 
befell  Michigan,  but  if  not,  may  He  put  it  in  the  heart  of  Michigan 
Masons  to  'heap  coals  of  fire*  on  their  heads  by  returning  good  for 
evil. 

"Oh  !  shame,  thrice  shame  on  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey. 

"But,  while  criticising  the  acts  of  this  Grand  Body,  we  must  not 
be  unmindful  of  the  liberal  donation  made  by  Union  Lodge  No.  11, 
of  Orange.     To  them  we  say,  God  bless  you,  one  and  all. 

♦*We  hope  our  respected  Past  Grand  Master  ^(aynard,  who  is  New 
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Jersey's  Grand  Representative,  will  retnrn  to  that  Body  his  parch- 
ment, and  that  in  future  no  communication  be  held  through  that 
channel  with  a  Grand  Lodge  so  devoid  of  Masonic  charity.  We  leave 
the  subject  with  feelings  of  sorrow  and  shame." 

We  have  nothing  to  say  in  defense,  wo  have  no  stomach  for  such 
an  enterprise  ;  all  there  is  left  us  is  the  hope  that  the  severity  of  the 
language  employed  by  our  good  Brother  may  excite  the  sympathy  of 
some  chivalrous  defender  of  the  weak— there  are  persons  who  look 
with  complacency  upon  a  denial  of  charity  to  one  who,  when  denied, 
threatens  and  scolds—  and  we  confess  to  have  found  some  relief  in 
the  fact  that  Brother  Innes  did  not  by  the  use  of  exclusive  kind  words 
completely  disarm  such  a  defender  in  advance.  This  is  the  only  com- 
fort we  can  extract  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  very  equiv- 
ocal comfort  we  acknowledge  it  to  be. 

NEW  YORK. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  J.  Edward  Simmons  opened  in  Ample  Form 
the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  this  State,  with  representatives  present  from  no  less  than 
692  Lodges,  Whole  number  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  715. 
Membership,  71,338— there  having  been  again  during  the  year  of  724. 

Of  the  applications  for  recognition  by  new  Grand  Lodges,  so  abun- 
dant of  late  from  remote  regions,  the  Grand  Master  very  properly 
says  that  the  old  Latin  adage,  'festina  leriie,'  is  the  best,  as  follows: 

Generally  speaking,  it  will  be  found  that  the  only  change  of  im- 
portance during  the  past  year  is  in  the  increased  number  of  organi- 
zations, claiming  to  be  Grand  Lodges,  seeking  recognition  as  such. 
In  this  matter,  "it  is  clearly  our  duty,  as  well  as  interest,  to  make  haste 
slowly,  and  infinitely  better  for  us  to  rely  upon  the  judgment  and  ex- 
perience of  our  Committee,  which  for  many  years  has  made  this  sub- 
ject its  special  study,  than  to  venture  upon  a  decision  based  upon  no 
accnrate  data  to  warrant  its  adoption.  We  cann^»t  doubt  that,  with 
its  knowledge  and  experience,  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence will  give  us  a  larger  insight  to  foreign  affairs  than  we  could  oth- 
erwise obtain,  and,  thus  aided,  we  may  reasonably  hope  to  arrive  at 
proper  conclusions. 

He  dislikes  the  fact  that  many  Lodges  have  fixed  the  fees  and  dues 
so  small  as  to  greatly  impair  their  usefulness;  and  among  other  well 
uttered  thoughts,  is  this: 

It  is  certain  that  such  inadequate  fees  and  dues  are  calculated  to 
impoverish  rather  than  build  up  the  fraternity,  and  unless  the  mem- 
bership is  unusually  large,  and  the  calls  for  charity  unusually  few, 
the  usefulness  of  a  Lodge  conducted  on  such  a  narrow,  economical 
basis  must  of  necessity  be  seriously  curtailed.  It  is  a  lamentable 
fact  that  Masonry  in  this  State  is  too  cheap,  and  unless  a  more  liberal 
financial  policy  is  adoi)ted,  it,s  value  as  a  charitable  institution  must 
depreciate,  and  its  moral  infiuence,  in  the  estimation  of  the  world, 
must  be  greatly  circumscribed.  ' 


1884.1  APPENDIX.  153 

Indeed  we  f  eftr  that  not  in  New  York  only  are  these  thonghts  appli- 
cable, bat  elsewhere  also. 

He  annonnces  the  orp^aniaation  of  an  association  termed  ** Veritas," 
whose  object  seems  to  be  to  establish  another  body  among  German- 
American  Masons  at  variance  with  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  whose  first 
article  of  their  constitution  is : 

This  Grand  Lodge  has  supreme  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all 
matters  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

But  the  special  committee  to  whom  this  portion  of  the  address  was 
referred,  after  an  elaborate  report,  based  upon  a  very  searching  ex- 
amination of  the  question,  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  no  such  ob- 
ject as  independence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  intended  or  desirable, 
but  that  it  is  an  organization  solely  for  the  Masonic  improvement  of 
its  members. 

Brother  William  A.  Brodie  was  made  Grand  Master;  Brother  Ed- 
ward M.  L.  Ehlers  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is,  we  opine,  from  the  pen  of 
Brother  John  W.  Simons.  In  his  introduction,  speaking  of  the  evi- 
dent tendency  among  nations  not  speaking  our  language  to  adopt  the 
American  system  of  independent  Grand  Lodges,  he  says :  * 

It  is  a  consummation  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,  and  will  tend 
greatly  to  promote  the  homogeneity  of  the  craft.  Further  than  this, 
we  do  not  deem  it  possible  or  desirable  to  go;  for  \oe  can  never  make 
the  ritual  umfonn,  do  what  we  will. 

NEBRASKA 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  24th  June,  1884,  S.  W.  Hayes  being  Grand  Master,  and 
representatives  from  95  Lodges.  In  this  jurisdiction  there  are  on  the 
roll  105  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  5,274,  there  being  a  gain 
of  805. 

We  take  the  following  from  the  Grand  Master's  address,  because 
while  human  nature  is  the  same  everywhere,  it  can  find  application 
everywhere: 

With  very  few  exceptions,  our  lodges  have  enjoyed  peace  and  pros- 
perity. I  exceedingly  regret  that  this  cannot  be  said  of  every  lodge 
within  our  jurisdiction.  There  are  some  weak  lodges,  unfortunate 
in  their  location,  perhaps,  or  in  the  material  of  which  they  are  com- 
posed. The  most  prolific  source  of  trouble  and  weakness  that  ex- 
istg— the  most  to  be  deplored  because  so  entirely  foreign  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  teachings  of  our  Fraternity,  is  that  evil  of  evils,  intemper- 
anee.     Fortunately,  and  to  our  credit,  it  can  be  said  of  our  lodges 
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that  bnt  very  few  of  them  have  been  troubled  from  this  cause.  The 
grant  masses  of  the  Fraternity  are  free  from  this  vice;  bat  it  is  a  fiict 
that  m  some  of  our  lodges  there  are  notable  instances  wherein  the 
excessive  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  has  -sorely  afflicted  the  good  and 
trne  Mason  by  the  foothold  it  has  gained  here  and  there  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Fraternity,  bringing  trouble  and  discredit  to  the  craft,  and  de- 
terring good  and  true  men  from  knocking  at  our  doors  for  admission. 
Brethren,  as  Masons  may,  as  lodges  can,  let  us  do  our  best  to  extir- 

Sate  this  evil  from  our  midst;  so  that  when  a  man  is  known  to  be  a 
[ason,  it  shall  be  a  guarantee  that  he  is  temperate  and  discreet^ 
worth}'  of  trust,  and  faithful  to  his  vows;  a  man  temperate  in  habits, 
firm  in  the  right,  prudent  in  actions,  and  just  to  himself  and  his  fel- 
low men;  for  such,  and  such  alone,  can  in  the  fullest  sense  become 
just  and  upright  Masons. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  were  generally  sound,  yet  we 
dissent  from  his  ruling  that  a  Lodge  may  reconsider  a  vote  for  elec- 
tion of  officers,  and  herein  we  agree  with  the  Committee  on  Jarispru- 
dence.  Some  of  them  we  do  not  fully  understand,  being  ignorant  of 
the  circumstances  calling  them  forth.  We  fully,  however,  agree  with 
him  that  the  refusal  lo  pay  special  assessments,  even  when  made  to 
pay  expenses  incurred  in  the  care  of  the  sick,  cannot  subject  the 
brother  to  lodge  discipline.  The  Grand  Lodge,  however,  agreed  with 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  because  "no  good  Mason  will  re- 
fuse or  neglect  this  one  of  the  first  and  most  imperative  duties  of 
Masonry." 

W.  Brother  Benjamin  8.  Baker,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  a  suggest- 
ive address  on  the  origin  and  foundation  of  Masonry — that  it  took  ita 
origin  from  the  Sun-worshippers. 

Brother  John  J.  Wemple,  Grand  Master,  and  William  R.  Bowen, 
Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  ik)  report  on  correspondence. 

OHIO. 

The  Seventy-fourth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  the  16th 
October,  1883,  Brother  Charles  C.  Keifer  presiding,  and  with  repre- 
sentatives from  over  400  Chartered  Lodges.  Within  this  jurisdiction 
are  479  lodges,  with  a  membership  of  31,359,  being  825  more  than  at 
the  last  report. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  recognized,  but  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish Colonial  Territory  of  Victoria  was  continued  to  the  next  Grand 
Communication. 

Brother  Joseph  M.  Goodspeed  was  elected  Grand  Master;  Brother 
John  D.  Caldwell  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  B.  £.  Richards  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  Ala- 
bama for  1882  being  among  the  proceedings  reviewed. 
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Uader  EansaR,  he  says: 

We  are  becoming  more  tolerant  to  each  other's  opinions,  and  "pro- 
gress" is  the  watchword  everywhere.  If  you  do  not  believe  as  I  do, 
you  are  not  necessarily  to  be  damned  for  it.  We  have  no  doubt 
whatever  that  if  our  fathers,  who  thought,  wrought;,  and  taught  so 
ftod  80,  in  their  time  were  here  to-day,  they  would  see  things  differ- 
ently, because  they  were  men  of  broad  views;  would  see  themgns 
thousands  of  our  purest  and  best  minds  are  beginning  to  see  them, 
as  the  light  dawns  and  becomes  intensified  with  each  succeeding  hour. 

The  Brother  says  well— but  change  is  marked  upon  all  finite 
things — there  is  no  absolute  fixedness;  neither  is  Masoory  without  it. 
It  is  not  to-<lay  what  it  was  yesterday,  nor  is  it  what  it  will  be  to- 
morrow. Its  principles  are  indestructible,  and  as  they  are  of  divine 
origin,  so  far  may  Masonry  also  be  regarded  as  of  the  same.  But  it 
was  designed  for  man's  benefit,  and  as  the  circumstances  which  sur- 
round us  change,  so  must  the  methods  of  conferring  benefits  change. 

OREGON. 

Grand  Master  W.  T.  Wrighjb  opened  in  Ample  Form  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Oregon  on  the  10th  day  of  June,  1884,  with  representatives 
from  67  Lodt^es  present.  There  are  in  all  68  Chartered  Lodges,  with 
a  membership  of  3,178,  having  a  gain  of  197. 

Of  the  condition  of  Masonry  there,  the  Grand  Master,  in  his  ad- 
dress, says: 

Our  gr/ititude  is  especially  due  for,  and  I  congratulate  you  upon,  the 
continued  prosperity  and  harmony  of  the  fraternity  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion. The  reports  will  show  a  handsome  and  healthy  increase  of 
membership — an  increase  greater  than  ever  before — and  the  year  has 
been  one  of  unprecedented  harmony  among  the  brethren. 

We  rejoice  to  see  the  .following  sentiment  in  relation  to  the  indis- 
criminate appearance  of  Lodges,  as  such,  growing  and  pervading  so 
many  jurisdictions: 

•  *  •  While  I  believe  that  we,  as  Masons,  should  be  good  citi- 
zens, true  to  our  government,  and  should  at  all  times  display  that 
patriotism  which  assures  our  love  of  country  and  our  pride  of  Amer- 
ican citizenship,  yet  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  appropriate  to  appear 
in  Masonic  clothing  and  march  in  procession  on  any  other  than  a 
strictly  Masonic  occasion. 

He  recommended  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria, 
and  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  having  reported  favorably 
thereon,  the  Masonic  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  duly  recognized 
and  greeted  as  snch. 
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In  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Honoe,  we  find  the 
following  : 

The  Special  Committee  on  Masonic  Home  presented  a  report, 
recommending  the  levy  of  a  per  capita  tax  of  ten  cents,  for  a  boild- 
ing  fund,  and  that  the  money  now  on  hand,  from  the  Ohio  reUef 
fund,  be  placed  in  the  treasury  to  the  order  of  the  Home  fund. 
After  a  loogthy  discussion,  Brother  D.  P.  Mason  presented  the  fol* 
lowing  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  npon  motion,  adopted  : 

Besolvedj  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Home  be, 
and  the  same  is,  hereby  indefinitely  postponed,  and  that  the  moDey 
returned  to  the  Grand  Secretary  by  the  relief  committee  of  the  Ohio 
flood  sufferers,  be  distributed  among  the  lodges  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  given  by  each  lodge. 

Brother  David  P.  Mason  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Frelon  J.  Babcock,  Grand  Secretary. 

P.  G.  Master  S.  F.  Chadwick  made  the  report  on  Correspondence, 
and  in  it  we  find  a  review  of  our  proceedings  for  1883.  Although  we 
have  been  so  firm  in  our  declaration  that  uniformity  of  work  could 
never  be  attaiued,  and  that  it  was  an  *  igiiis  fatuns '  luring  ns  to  the 
passage  of  decrees  that  would  beget  distrust  leading  to  disgnst,  yet 
we  fully  agree  with  our  most  worshipful  brother  that — 

It  should  be  the  aim  of  lodges  to  get  as  near  together  as  possible 
on  this  point,  and,  above  all  things,  to  preserve  the  features  of  the 
lectures,  though  the  words  may  be  a  little  different  when  expressing 
the  same  idea. 

The  report  is  dictated  by  a  genuine  spirit  of  charity  and  good  will, 
and  Brother  Chadwick  may  well  say  : 

And  as  our  pen  has  not  been  dipped  in  the  spirit  of  gall  or  worm- 
wood, we  trust  no  brother  will  imagine  that  he  discovers  a  shade  of 
either  in  a  single  line  we  have  written. 

PENNSYLVANIA.  ' 

At  the  various  quarterly  communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a  Home  for  disabled 
Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans  was  discussed,  and  at  the  annual 
communication  held  on  the  27th  December,  under  the  direction  of 
the  R.  W.  Grand  Master.  Conrad  B.  Daj',  sixty-four  Lodges  being 
represented,  the  Grand  Lodge  approves  of  a  ''Masonic  Home  on 
general  principles,  recommends  that  the  Grand  Lodge  take  no  part 
in  maintaining  or  supportiog  such  a  Home,  but  refers  the  subject  to 
the  consideration  of  individual  brethren,  and  the  subordinate 
Lodges."    There  are  383  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  35,829.    The 
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gain  since  last  iretnms  was  very  large,  bat  we  have  no  method  of  ar^ 
riving  At  a  correct  estimate. 
How  well  does  the  Grand  Master  say  : 

I  have  discouraged  all  applications  for  Warrants  for  new  Lodges, 
believing  that  at  this  time  we  have  Lodges  enough.  It  is  far  bettor 
for  the  Craft  to  strengthen  and  build  up  and  increase  the  power  and 
indoence  for  good  of  the  Lodges  already  in  existence,  than  to  create 
new  ones  which,  in  many  coses,  would  have  a  hard  struggle  to  exist, 
and  their  Masonic  life  be  in  a  constant  peril. 

Far  better  is  it,  in  my  judgment,  to  have  a  strong,  active  and  jjros- 
perous  Lodge,  of  two  or  three  hundred  members,  than  three  of  four 
small  Lodges,  in  more  or  less  proximity,  striving  with  each  other  for 
existence. 

It  would  be  well  if  more  Grand  Masters  entertained  the  same  opin- 
ions. Indeed  we  have  long  entertained  the  opinion  that  dispensa- 
tions for  the  formation  of  new  lodges,  were  too  readily  given.  **In 
nnion  there  is  strength,"  should  be  recollected  by  masons,  as  by  pro- 
fanes. 

The  Grand  Master  decides  that : 

A  Lodge  can  remit  dues  and  restore  to  good  Masonic  standing,  one 
who  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

Brother  Conrad  B.  Day,  Grand  Master,  Brother  Michael  Nisbet, 
Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Richard  Vaux  presented  the  report  on  correspondence, 
whose  introduction  is  indeed  very  beautiful  and  suggestive.  From  it 
we  copy  his  salutation  and  exhortation  to  his  brethren  of  the  quill. 

We  salute  our  esteemed  apd  distinguished  Brethren,  the  Chairmen 
of  the  Committees  of  Correspondence,  with  whom  we  have  held 
delightful  association,  with  the  truest  and  most  sincere  fraternal 
regard. 

We  fain  would  believe  we  were  with  them  iti  the  body,  as  in  spirit, 
while  we  have  been  communing  with  them.  We  confess  the  warm- 
est feelings  of  confraternity  as  we  now  write  to  thiin.  It  is  no  per- 
functory task,  these  annual  greetings,  as  we  feel  and  believe.  No, 
Brethren  !  Selected  to  interchange  communications  on  behalf  of  our 
respective  Grand  Lodges,  there  should  exist  a  personal  affinity  as  well 
as  a  fraternal  tie. 

As  in  the  olden  times,  in  many  places,  our  Craft  met  on  the  hill-top 
for  its  esoteric  work,  and  placed  protection  and  warning  where  both 
were  deemed  essential  for  security,  so  we  are  i^laced  round  about  our 
Temples  to  piotect  and  guard  the  Craft,  and  give  the  alarm,  if  ever 
needed,  of  ine  approach  ot  hurtful  influences. 

Now  and  then  we  are  called  to  perform  this  duty.  It  is  always 
effectual.  At  the  first  cry  these  hostile  intruders  take  to  flight.  So 
long  as  we  hold  our  position  with  courage,  courtesy  and  watchfulness, 
the  Brethren  are  free  from  insidious  or  open  invasions  of  the  sane- 


158  APPENDIX.  [1S84. 

tity  of  their  Temples.  Oars,  then,  dear  Brethren,  is  a  most  respon- 
sible trust. 

There  are  other  obligations  that  rest  upon  us. 

We  are  to  use  all  possible  means  to  preserve  inviolate  our  ancient 
Landmarks,  prevent  the  inroad  of  any  innovation  ;  use  all  our  efforts 
to  preserve  unity,  peace  and  harmony  in  the  Fraternity  ;  courteously, 
but  with  courage,  treat  questions  of  masonic  importance  that  may 
tend  to  these  injurious  consequences  ;  and  never  cease  to  elevate  the 
character  of  Freemasonry,  and  bring  to  the  Craft  the  harvested  fruit 
and  grain  of  Masonic  seed  so  sown  as  to  yield  a  hundred  fold. 

Pardon  us,  dear  Brethren,  for  this  salutation.  It  comes  out  of  weak- 
ness, but  in  the  fullness  and  strength  of  our  Masonic  faith. 

His  notice  of  Alabama  for  1882  is  very  full,  quoting  liberally  and 
approvingly  from  Grand  Master  Cobb's  address.  And  gracefully, 
decorously,  and  fraternally  laying  **a  sprig  of  Acacia  upon  the  grave 
of  Brother  Oliver  8.  Beers." 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

We  have  in  one  pamphlet  the  proceedings  of  the  Semi-annual  and 
the  Eighth  Annual  Communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  first 
was  held  on  21st  December,  1881,  and  the  latter  on  the  25th  June, 
1883;  over  both  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  Yeo,  pret^ided.  At  the 
first  there  were  seven  Lodges  of  their  twelve  represented,  and  at  the 
latter,  eight  Lodges. 

The  tabular  statement  made  at  the  former  showed  that  in  1881 
there  were  518  M.  M.,  and  in  1882,  496— loss,  22.  During  this  period 
there  were  21  raised,  20  dimitted,  G  missing. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  25  June,  1883.  The 
returns  of  1882  show  496  M.  M.,  and  those  at  this  commubication 
show  454— loss,  42—11  raised,  31  dimitted.  On  this  subject  the 
Grand  Master  says  : 

You  will  find  by  the  returns  from  the  subordinate  lodges  that  in 
most  instances  there  is  a  decrease  in  membership.  With  our  small 
population  and  limited  extent  of  territory  we  cannot  expect  a  rapid 
increase  to  our  numbers;  but  you  will  observe  the  falling  off  is  largely 
owing  to  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues.  It  is  a  matter  of 
great  regret  that  we  have  brethren  amongst  us  who  so  lightly  value 
the  great  privileges  and  honor  of  our  association.  I  believe  the  dues 
are  plnced  at  the  lowest  possible  price,  and  can  easily  be  paid  each 
year  by  any  brother  unless  sick  or  absolutely  needy.  If  we  have 
any  such  amongst  us  I  feel  sure  they  will  receive  that  forbearance 
which  they  merit.  I  particularly  call  the  attention  of  the  Worship- 
ful Masters  to  the  question  of  dues  with  the  hope  that  some  means 
may  be  devised  to  collect  more  promptly,  and  thus  prevent  a  large 
accumulation  of  arreas  which  generally  ends  in  suspension. 
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Brother  John  Teo  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  G.  W. 
Wakeford,  Grand  Secretary. 
No  report  on  oorrespondenoe. 

We  are  gratified  apon  taking  in  hand  the  pamphlet  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Ninth  Annnal  Communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  find  that  the  tide  in  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction  has  turned, 
and  that  the  flood  was  beginning  to  flow.  Instead  of  a  loss  we  chron- 
icle a  gain,  small,  indeed,  but  in  contrast  with  the  last  two  reports. 
The  gain  was  three,  and  where  there  were  twenty-one  raised  there 
were  but  four  dimitted.  Let  us  hope  that  this  change  may  continue 
and  increase.  This  communication  was  held  on  24th  June,  1884, 
with  Grand  Master  Yeo  in  the  £ast,  and  representatives  from  seven 
lodges. 

Brother  John  Yeo  was  again  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
B.  Wilson  Higgs,  Grand  Secretary — Brother  Wakeford,  former  Grand 
Secretary,  having  been  made  R.  W.  D.  Grand  Master. 

QUEBEC.     • 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec  was  held  under  the  direction  of  M.  W.  Brother  E.  R.  John- 
son, Grand  Master,  with  47  Lodges  represented.  The  total  number 
of  Lodges  is  58,  with  a  membership  of  2,840,  there  having  been  an 
increase  siuce  last  returns  of  58. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  this  Grand  Lodge  has  met  with  constant 
difficulties  in  the  exercise  of  sovereign  power  within  her  jurisdiction, 
because  of  three  lodges  holding  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England.  It  had,  also,  three  subject  to  Scotland,  but  these  have 
surrendered  their  charters  and  now  hold  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  however,  and  her  three  sub- 
ordinates within  the  Province  are  now,  and  have  from  the  beginning, 
given  much  annoyance  to  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  forbearance  dis- 
played by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  excites  our  warmest  admira- 
tion. A  point  however  may  be  reached  where  forbearance  ceases  to 
be  a  virtue,  and  this  Grand  Lodge  has  concluded  that  this  point  has 
at  last  been  reached,  and  has  authorized  its  Grand  Master,  under 
certain  circumstances  to  exercise  all  the  powers  properly  within  his 
masonic  reach  to  bring  those  denying  to  a  full  sense  of  the  authority 
of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
We  copy  from  the  address  the  following  : 

During  the  past  year  articles  have  appeared  denouncing  the  frater- 
nity in  no  measured  terms.  We  have  been  accused  of  shielding  and 
covering  other  secret  organizations  with  our  mantle.    I  have  not 
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deemed  it  my  duty  to  oontrovert  Bach  aRsertions,  trmiiiag  to  the 
working  of  the  order  to  dispel  these  delusions.  In  this  Province,  as 
elsewhere,  we  seek  to  accomplish  good,  not  to  sow  the  seeds  of  dis- 
cord and  evil.  We  know  no  Isms,  either  in  theology,  politics  or 
society.  "NVe  submissively  yield  obedience  to  the  powers  that  be, 
whether  in  Church  or  State.  We  assail  no  man's  convictions.  We 
seek  not  converts.  We  acknowledge  one  God,  and  the  Bible  as  his 
revealed  will.  We  believe  in  His  Fatherhood  and  the  brotherhood 
of  man.  We  most  emphatically  deny  that  wo  are  in  fellowship  or 
communion  with  any  other  secret  society. 

CONCLUSION. 

• 

The  ye*»r  now  closing  has  been  one  of  anxiety,  trial  and  perplexity. 
Those  who  know  us  not  have  spoken  ill  of  us.  But  our  fiercest  as- 
sailants have  been  from  within.  They  have  been  wicked  and  mali- 
cious. They  have  brought  reproach  on  this  time-honored  institu- 
tion. They  have  caused  the  linger  of  scorn  to  be  pointed  at  os. 
They  have  caused  the  inquiry', — WTiere  now  are  your  principles? 
Thoy  have  caused  our  hitherto  good  name  and  legal  stains  to  be  ques- 
tioned. Theirs  be  the  responsibility.  Freemasonry  in  the  past  has 
undergone  trying  ordt  als,  and  has  come  forth  triumphunt.  Discour- 
agement and  failure  are  not  emblazoned  on  our  standard.  Faithfully, 
earnestly  let  us  pursue  the^ven  tenor  of  our  way,  Viv'tng  rather  than 
tiilking  Masonry.  Continuing  such  a  course,  victory  will  attend  our 
efforts. 

Brother  E.  R.  Johnson  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
John  H.  Isaacson,  Grand  Secretary. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  **M.  W.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Society  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,"  assembled  in  its  Ninety-Third  Commu- 
nication on  21st  May,  188:},  with  the  M.  W.  Thomas  Vincent,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons,  presiding,  32  Lodges  being  represented.  Within 
the  jurisdiction  are  35  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  3,722;  gain,  87. 

We  find  the  Grand  Master  by  dispensation  setting  aside  the  require- 
ments of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  manj^  cases.  Sich  as  allowing  a  can- 
didate to  be  advanced  **  without  rec^uiriug  him  to  make  the  pro- 
ficiency" in  the  preceding  degree,  '*  as  required  by  Art.  VII,  Sec.  15, 
of  the  constitution  of  our  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge." 

Authorizing  a  Lodge  to  receive  a  second  petition  for  the  degrees 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  provided. 

To  lUlow  a  Lodge  to  confer  a  degree  on  **  one  more  candidate  than 
the  number  allowed  by  the  Grand  Constitution,"  Ac,  &Q. 

What  will  those  say  who  hold  that  a  Grand  Master  has  no  prerog- 
atives but  must  travel  only  in  the  path  laid  down  iu  the  Grand  Con- 
stitution! 
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In  looking  over  the  reports  of  the  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters 
We  find  miiny  instances  where  the  Lodges  held  social  gatherings,  ut 
which  were  not  only  the  members  but  their  families.  "We  like  this 
cultivation  of  the  social  element  in  Masonry,  and  which  we  fear  has 
been,  and  is  too  much  neglected  by  masons.  By  this  means  an  **espHl 
^  corps,**  calculated  to  be  productive  of  much  good,  would  be 
aroused. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Arizona,  and  of  Colon  and  Cuba,  were 
recognized. 

Peru  was  not,  because  *'  less  than  a  majority  of  all  the  Lodges  in 
Peru  acted"  in  its  establishment,  and  for  other  reasons. 

Brother  Lyman  Khipp  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Edwin  Baker  re>elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  only  on  Arizona, 
Ontario,  Peru,  and  Utah. 

SOUTH  CABOLINA. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  tho 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  was  held  on  December  11th,  1883,  presided 
over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  D.  Kennedy,  there  being  present 
rapresentatives  from  132  Lodges.  The  jurisdiction  comprises  108 
Lodges,  with  a  membership  o^  5,201.  There  has  here  been  a  loss  of 
three  lodges,  and  of  membership,  242. 

The  Grand  Master  does  not  think  the  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  South  Wales  is  such  as  to  warrant  him  in  recommending  its 
Recognition.  Nor  does  he  think  that  Peru  stands  in  any  much  better 
attitude  though  his  sympathies  are  with  them  in  their  efforts  to 
** emancipate  themselves  from  the  thraldom  of  Grand  Orients  and 
Councils." 

Of  the  utility  of  foreign  correspondence  he  thus  speaks  : 

I  am  more  than  ever  impressed  with  the  usefulness  of  our  Foreign 
Correspondence,  and  commend  to  your  careful  consideration  the  very 
able,  instructive  and  methodical  report  which  our  Right  Worshipful 
Orand  Secretary  has  prepared.  In  it  you  will  perceive  what  is  trans- 
piring in  other  jurisdictions,  the  status  of  Masonry  in  their  midst, 
and  the  questions  which  ard  agitating  them,  together  with  their  esti- 
mate of  ourselves,  as  a  Grand  Lodge.  It  not  only  tends  to  enlighten, 
but  to  stimulate  us.  You  will  perceive  that  upon  two  great  questions, 
viz:  The  doctrines  of  perpetual  allegiance  and  physical  qualification 
many  Grand  Lodges  have  relaxed  the  rigidity  of  their  former  rules. 
We  stand  where  we  have  always  stood,  with  unalterable  devotion  to 
them,  as  landmarks,  too  venerable  and  right  to  be  departed  from. 
Conscious  of  the  correctness  of  our  position,  and  assured  of  their 
beneficent  influence  on  true  Graft  Masonry,  may  tho  day  nover  come 
when  this  Grand  Body  will  sanction  a  departure  from  either  of  them. 

11 
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The  great  difficulty  with  which  this  Grand  Lodge  has  to  contend, 
and  which  rests  npon  her  like  an  incabas,  weighing  down  her  ener^ 
gies  and  thwarting  her  best  desires,  is  her  debt,  of  which  we  mad» 
mention  last  year.  The  Grand  Muster  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  introduced  last  year  to  resort  like  Georgia  and  Indiana  to  bien^ 
nlal  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  did  not  ap^ 
prove  of  it.  She  must  then  continue  to  struggle  and  oar  sympathies 
are  with  her. 

Communications  from  the  **  Independent  Grand  Symbc^ic  Lodge 
of  Mexico,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  the  Republic  of  Peru,''  were  referred  to  a  committee  who 
reported  unfavorably  to  recognition. 

After  the  election  of  officers  the  Grand  Lodge  was  closed  on  the 
third  degree  and  opened  on  the  £v  A.  degree,  when  Brother  W.  W. 
Humphreys  was  installed  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Charles^ 
Inglesby,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Inglesby  presented  the  report  on  correspondence;  a  well 
written  and  judicious  selection  from  the  several  proceedings,  and  at- 
the  same  time  curtly  giving*  a  very  complete  notion  of  all  their  act» 
and  doings. 

TEXA8- 

R.  W.  D.  Grand  Master,  Wm.  H.  Nichols,  presided  ever  the  Forty- 
eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State, 
with  representative*  from  163  Lodges.  There  are  467  Lodges  within 
the  jurisdiction,  and  17,514  members,  there  having  been  a  gain  of  259. 

There  seems  to  be  a  speck  of  trouble  on  the  western  border  of  the 
State.  It  is  indicated  in  a  ruling  which  we  quote;  bni  the  Texas 
brethren  have  fully  demonstrated  that  they  know  how  to  take  care  of 
the  interests  of  Masonry,  and  we  need  fear  no  evil  from  it: 

7.  I  have  decided  that  Masons  who*  belonged  to  Lodges  working 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  France,  or  under  a  regular 
conr.titutod  Lodge  working  in  the  Ancieot  Rite  of  Heroden  of  Scot- 
land, otherwise  known  as  the  ''Scottish  Rite,"  may  be  permitted  to 
affiliate  in  our  Lodges,  for  such  I  understand  to  be  the  resolntion 
passed  by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  1841  (see  Sayles*  Jurisprudence  of 
Texas,  page  248),  and  which  has  never  been  repealed.  I  have  also 
stated  that  this  Grand  Lodge  did  not  recognize  the  * 'National  Mexi- 
can Rite,  nor  any  Lodge  working  under  the  Grand  Orient  of  France." 
These  are  questions  continually  arising  in  Lodges  situated  near  oar 
Mexican  border. 

This  is  from  the  address  of  M.  W.  Brother  Charles  Stewart,  Grand' 
Miistcr,  who  was  called,  away  from  the  State  a  short  time  before  the 
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fwftembling  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  bat  who  sent  his  addrefls  to  that 
body. 

We  quote  the  following  from  the  conclusion  of  D.  G.  M.  Nichols* 
address,  for  its  beauty: 

May  the  fruits  of  our  labor  at  this  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  tend 
to  bring  happiness  and  contentment  to  all  the  Graft,  here  and  else* 
where. 

To  that  end,  I  give  it  to  you  strictly  in  charge : 

Let  all  private  animosities,  if  any  unhappily  exist,  give  place  to  af^ 
fection  and  brotherly  love,  graciously  commending  one  to  another 
within  the  walla  of  Masonry,  und  without  in  these  fence-catting 
limes,  the  'rolden  Rale,  beautifully  amplified  in  an  old  Indian  man- 
uscript, as  follows: 

Happy  is  the  man  who  hath  sown  in  his  breast  the  seed  of  benevo* 
lence;  the  prodnce  thereof  shall  be  charity  and  love. 

From  the  foantain  of  his  heart  shall  risd  rivers  of  goodness,  and 
the  streams  shall  overflow  for  the  benefit  of  mankind. 

He  assisteth  the  poor  in  their  troubles;  he  rejoioeth  in  furthering 
the  prosperity  of  all  men. 

He  censureth  not  his  neighbor;  he  believeth  not  their  tales  of  envy 
find  malevolence,  neither  repeateth  their  slanders. 

Ho  forgiveth  the  injuries  of  men,  he  wipeth  th^m  from  his  remenh- 
branco;  revenge  and  malice  have  no  place  in  his  heart. 

For  evil,  he  retnrneth  not  evil;  he  hateth  not  even  his  enemies,  but 
requiteth  their  injustice  with  friendly  admonition. 

The  griefs  and  anxieties  of  men  excite  his  compassion;  he  endeav- 
oreth  to  alleviate  the  weight  of  their  misfortunes,  and  the  pleasure  of 
VQCcess  rewardeth  his  labor. 

Ho  caluieth  the  fury;  he  healeth  the  quarrels  of  angry  men,  and 
preventeth  the  mischief  of  strife  and  animosity. 

He  promoteth  in  his  neighborhood  peace  and  good  will,  and  his 
&ame  is  repeated  with  praise  and  benediction. 

May  the  benign  genius  of  the  Mystic  Art  preside  over  our  Councils, 
iand  under  her  sway  let  us  act  with  a  dignity  becoming  the  high 
moral  character  of  our  venerable  Institution.     Amen. 

This  Grand  Lodge  requires  its  Committee  on  Work  to  meet  one 
Week  before  the  Grand  Annual  Communication  to  instruct  such  offi- 
cers of  Lodges  as  may  present  themselves  to  it. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  recognized. 

This  Grand  Lodge  annually  holds  a  Lodge  of  Sorrow  to  commemo- 
rate the  virtues  of  the  various  brethren  of  the  several  LodgeB  who 
may  have  died  during  the  year,  and  to  mourn  over  their  loss. 

Brother  J.  K.  P.  Gillaspie  made  the  report  on  correspondence— his 
maiden  effort— which  he  thus  introduces: 

Now,  it  is  as  laborious  to  compile  a  good  report  on  the  Foreign  Af- 
faire of  the  Ancient  Craft  as  to  write  a  "book;"  and  as  seldom  ac- 
complished with  satisfaction.  But  it  is  not  like  the  book-maker,  a 
«elf4mpos6d  ta»k,  and  therefore  there  is  extenuation.     The  Grand 
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Master,  the  Grand  Orerseer  of  all  the  Work,  appoints  each  to  bis  par" 
ticnlar  task,  and  it  is  the  ready  obedience  >vhich  shows  the  beauty  of 
its  organization. 

Alabama  is  fully  and  conrteounly  reviewed,  and  a  deserved  tribute 
paid  to  the  memory  of  Brother  O.  S.  Beers. 

Onr  Brother  makes  a  ver^'  complete  and  excellent  report,  and  if 
we  may  judge  by  this,  his  first,  those  that  follow  will  eclipse  many 
an  oner's  production.     We  give  his  conclusion: 

At  last  our  task  is  finished.  Whether  it  will  be  pronounced  tirell  or 
not  we  cannot  now  say,  but  in  any  event,  will  any  Brother  blame  ns 
for  the  sigh  of  relief  tliat  escaped  us? 

The  writer  hereof  has  just  made  his  entry,  so  to  speak,  into  the 
great  Masonic  world,  and  though  a  mark  to  be  shot  at,  he  hopes  the 
brethren  will  load  their  pieces  as  charitably  as  possible.  The  only 
idea  which  has  sustained  the  Entered  Apprentice  in  this  most  hazard*^ 
ous  and  laborious  undertaking  was  the  fact  that  all  things  arc  transi- 
tory, aind  sooner  or  later  the  Masters  will  puss  away,  and  then  there 
miist  be  some  one  to  take  their  stations. 

It  was  said  in  the  outset  of  this  report  that  we  only  indulge  oar" 
selves  in  the  anticipation  of  the  reward  of  a  duty  fully  performed,  ac- 
cording to  the  op)>0Ttunity  and  our  abilities.  I  again  refer  to  this, 
hoping  it  may  be  borne  in  mind  by  those  brethren  whose  duty  may 
call  them  to  criticise. 

We  now  dismiss  our  friends,  wbo  have  been  so  compfmionablo 
during  the  period  of  the  progress  of  this  report,  and  say — farewell. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  held  its  Seventieth  Annual  Com- 
munication on  the  2i)tb  day  of  January,  1884,  with  Grand  Master 
Newton  W.  McConnell  presiding,  and  representatives  from  328- 
Lodges.  The  entire  number  of  Lodges  is  410,  with  a  total  member- 
ship of  15,41^,  being  a  net  gain  of  69. 

We  have  read  no  address  made  by  any  Grand  Master  with  more 
care  and  deep  thought  than  Brother  Newton's.  It  has  struck  a  sym- 
pathetic chord  in  our  breast,  and  he  seems  to  have  taken  a  very 
proper  course  to  diminish  the  withdrawals  if  he  cai^not  reclaim  the 
non-affiliates.  In  introducing  a  circular  letter  which  he  sent  to  the 
several  Masters  of  Lodges,  ho  made  the  following  remarks,  which  wo 
commend  to  the  consideration  of  all  our  Brethren: 

Free-masonry  only  hopes  to  win  members  from  among  the  good  and 
noble  of  the  world  by  the  devotion  of  its  members  to  its  principles. 
It  plants  a  vineyard,  and  says  to  its  votaries,  Go,  work  therein.  It 
erects  a  high  standard  of  moral  character,  and  exacts  of  its  members 
conformity  thereto.  Surrounded  by  such  demoralizing  intluences  as 
a  host  of  straggling  non-affiliates  without  the  camp,  and  another  host 
of  idle  loungers  within  it,  we  could  not  expect  the  Order  to  make 
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much  headway  in  the  acqaisition  of  new  and  valnable  material.  In 
view  of  the  sitnation,  then,  I  determined  to  issue  a  circular  address 
to  the  Lodges,  and  to  use  the  summons  to  compel  a  large  audience  to 
hear  me,  hence,  the  following  circular  was  sent  to  all  the  Lodges  in 
the  SUte.  * 

The  letter  instructed  the  Masters  to  summon  their  Lodges  and  read 
the  letter  to  them.  It  was  a  stirring  appeal  to  Masons  to  do  their 
whole  duty  to  the  craft,  and  the  effect  is  shown  as  follows: 

The  net  loss  for  1874  was  150  members;  for  1875  it  was  448:  for 
1876  it  was  778;  for  1877  it  was  9(U;  for  1878  it  was  922:  for  1879  it 
was  511 ;  for  1880  it  was  282;  for  1881  it  was  450;  for  1882  it  was  274. 

At  the  time  this  address  went  to  press,  the  returns  from  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  Lodges  had  been  received,  and  they  showed  a 
net  gain  of  thirty-tv/o. 

We  have  just  about  set  off  our  losses  with  our  gains,  and  by  con- 
tinned  exertions,  we  may  reasonably  expect  the  balance-sheet  will 
hereafter  be  in  our  favor.  To  have  been  able  to  arrest  the  disintegra- 
tion which  has  been  going  on  for  nine  years  is  a  source  of  great  en- 
couragement. 

I  know  this  circular  has  accomplished  some  good.     Its  tables  of 
statistics  are  correct;  they  were  carefully  compiled  by  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary from  the  records  in  his  office.     It  made  almost  every  affiliated 
Mason  in  the  State  acquainted  with  the  true  condition  of  our  Order, 
and  put  many  of  them  actively  to  work  to  rebuild  our  broken  walls. 

We  also  commend  to  your  attention  the  following  good  and  sensible 
thoughts.  Act  upon  them,  for  is  not  this  same  haste  too  visible  here 
in  Alabama  ! 

I  deem  it  important  to  the  interest  of  Freemasonry  that  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  be  made  a  source  of  improvement  to 
its  members.  They  are  declining  into  purely  business  meetings.  The 
tendency  is  to  hurry  through  with  the  business  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible dispatch  and  go  home.  Grand  Lodges  ought  to  be  more  than  a 
buAiness  machine.  They  ought  to  be  schools  of  instruction  in  the 
work,  and  in  the  principles  of  the  Order.  They  ought  to  be  social 
reunions  among  the  brethren.  In  this  age  of  steim,  when  men  are 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  material  wealth  with  such  avidity,  the  ten- 
dency is  to  materialize  our  Institution,  and  to  forget  that  there  is  a 
wealth  of  the  soul  of  far  greater  value  than  the  gold  in  all  the  Ophirs 
and  Californias  in  all  the  universe.  It  is  all  right  to  economize,  but 
let  us  have  enough  zeal  to  remain  together  at  least  three  days— upon 
two  days'  pay,  if  necessary.  Let  us  have  a  Masonic  revival,  and  go 
home  better  Masons,  and  make  our  fellows  better. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  made  a  report  unfavora- 
ble upon  a  resolution  to  grant  no  dimit  unless  the  party  had  applied 
for  membership  to  some  other  lodge.  Kight,  for  nothing  is  truer  than 
the  old  couplet — 

"Convince  a  man  against  hi^  will. 
He's  of  the  same  opinion  still." 
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Brother  Benjamin  Harris  Jackson  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  John  Frizzell,  Grand  Secretary. 

P.  G.  M.  Wilbnr  F.  Foster  presented  the  report  on  correspondence, 
reviewing  the  proceedings  jof  Alabama  for  1882.  He  pays  ns  u  com- 
pliment based  npon  the  erroneous  conception  of  tact,  the  resnlt  of 
onr  unfortunate  clumsy  handling  of  our  language.  The  report,  though 
commenced  sixteen  days  previous  to  the  meeting  of  our  Grand  Lodge, 
was  not  completed  in  that  time.  Of  our  opinion  in  regard  to  perpet- 
ual jurisdiction,  he  says  : 

Brother  Pillans,  we  suppose,  would  claim  perpetual  jurisdiction 
over  a  rejected  applicant  for  his  bounty. 

This  is  putting  it  pretty  strong,  but  we  don't  think  tho  cases  paralleL 
Althongh  we  all  ought  to  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  protect  all  com- 
mittees from  impostors,  yet  there  is  no  actual  pressing  obligation  rest- 
ing upon  us  to  do  it,  while  there  is  in  masonry. 

He  thinks,  and  so  do  we,  that  the  mere  pending  of  charges  against 
a  brother  should  not  preclude  a  masonic  burial  should  he  die  before 
trial,  for  is  he  not  to  be  presumed  iunooent  until  proven  guilt jr? 

Brother  Foster  believes  that  the  Grand  Master  has  some  rights,  pre- 
rogatives if  yon  choose,  not  put  down  in  the  Constitution.    Hear  him: 

Our  esteemed  brother  is  no  believer  in  prerogatives,  claims  that  he 
was  -'never  obligated  to  support  and  maintain  a  prerogative,"  and 
evidently  considers  a  Giand  Master  as  the  very  smallest  kind  of  an 
esculent  root,  as  compared  with  the  intellectual  brilliancy  and  wis- 
dom of  the  brethren  when  in  Grand  Lodge  assembled.  Brother  Vin- 
cil  may  be  right,  but  we  would  "rather  be  a  dog  and  bay  the  moon** 
than  such  a  dummy  as  a  Grand  Master  must  necessarily  bo  if  Brother 
Vincil's  criticism  of  Grand  Manter  Van  Saun,  of  Iowa,  is  well  ground- 
ed. It  is  none  of  our  funeral,  but,  having  already  said  that  we  believe 
that  Brother  Van  Saun  did  right,  we  will  add  a  word  or  two.  Grand 
Master  Van  Saun,  from  information  received  and  from  examination 
of  tho  transcript,  became  convinced  that  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  upon  a  certain  case  of  appeals  had  been  obtained  through  mis- 
understanding or  fraud,  and,  upon  being  applied  to  for  relief,  he 
determined  to  hold  in  nlteyance  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  until  it 
should  meet  again  and  take  further  action.  In  that  we  insist  that  he 
did  right.  The  Grand  Lodge  had  erred  through  misconception.  He 
could  plead  no  such  excuse,  and  would  knowingly  have  b«en  guilty 
of  injustce  in  executing  the  orders  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  claim 
that  if  it  comes  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Grand  Master,  during  his 
term  of  office,  that  any  action  of  his  Grand  Lodge  will  work  gross 
injustice  to  the  humblest  member  of  the  Fraternity,  it  is  not  onl}'  his 
right— pr^o^/ire,  if  you  wish— but  his  boiinden  duty,  to  interpose 
and  prevent  his  Grand  Lod^e  from  committing  an  error,  and  the  par- 
ties from  unjust  punishment.  We  are  not  o(  that  number  who  believe 
that  even  the  positive  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge  will  justify  the  Grand 
Master  in  quietly  closing  his  eyes  and  stopping  his  ears,  and  permit- 
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tin^  an  injustice  to  be  done,  because  the  Grand  Lodge  has  ordered  it 
through  a  misapprehension  of  facts.  He  is  not  merely  the  executive 
ioBtrument  of  the  Grand  Lodge— he  is  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of 
his  Jurisdiction,  and  as  such  is  bound  to  protect  them  from  wrong  to 
the  best  of  his  abiUty. 

UTAH. 

On  the  15th  day  of  January,  1884,  was  held  the  Thirteenth  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory,  Grand  Master 
Phillip  Henry  Emerson,  presiding,  and  with  representatives  from 
eight  lodges.  The  whole  number  in  the  Territory,  whose  member- 
ship numbers  468  ;  there  was  an  increase  of  11,  and  of  this  the  Grand 
Master  says  : 

There  has  been  but  slight  increase  in  membership  during  the  past 
year.  All  the  Lodges  are,  however,  in  a  prosperous  condition.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  *4nner  door"  of  every  Lodge  room  is,  in  the  main, 
well  and  faithfully  guarded.  Such  as  have  been  admitted,  during  the 
past  year  at  least,  have  been  of  the  right  sort  of  material,  such  as  will 
add  imperishable  stones  to  the  great  temple  of  speculative  Masonry. 
I  hope  the  Brethren  are  all  beginning  to  realize  the  fact,  tbat  the  real 
strength  ot  a  Lodge  doen  not  consist  so  much  in  members,  as  in  the 
vitalizing  presence  and  influence  of  those  Masonic  graces  of  broth- 
erly love  and  charity,  which  not  only  form  a  part  of,  but  beautify, 
adorn,  and  strengthen,  every  truly  Masonic  character. 

The  following  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  will  apply  very  gener- 
ally, and  his  exhortation  may  bo  heeded  with  profit  outside  of  Utah  : 

One  other  suggestion  in  this  line  and  I  have  done  with  this  portion 
of  my  address.  Strangers  visiting  our  Lodges  are  by  far  too  often 
very  fortunate  if  as  muny  as  two  or  three  members  enter  into  con- 
versation with  them,  and  are  apt  to  go  awav  disappointed,  feeling 
that  the  members  are  cold  and  inhospitable  ;  tnat  he  has  not  met  with 
any  expression  of  that  warm  brotherly  love  he  had  a  right  to  expect. 
My  suggestion  is,  that  no  matter  who  the  stranger  may  be,  for  if  he 
is  fit  to  pans  your  Tyler  and  stand  before  your  alter,  he  is  the  pe^r  of 
any  Brother  in  ihe  room,  when  the  Master  has  extended  to  himHhe 
usual  and  formal  welcome,  if  the  Lodge  is  at  labor,  that  it  be  called 
off  fur  a  few  moments,  and  the  Master,  placing  himself  beside  the  vis- 
iting Brother,  introduce  him  to  every  one  in  the  room,  and  do  this  so 
heartily  and  in  so  kindly  a  manner,  as  to  convince  him  that  he  has 
indeed  found  a  home  among  Brethren,  although  he  may  be  a  stranger 
in  a  strange  land.  In  other  words,  make  your  visitors  welcome  by 
social  and  fraternal  intercourse. 

The  Grand  Lodge  deferred  action  on  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Victoria  and  Spain,  for  reasons  similar  to  those  urged  by 
your  committee  at  the  last  annual  communication,  the  want  of  morQ 
light  in  regard  to  tl^eir  fofn^ation  apd  s^tus. 
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Brother  James  Loire  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Christo- 
pher Diehl,  Grtind  Secretary. 

This  latter  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  i)phieh  is,  as 
nsnal,  a  valuable  condensed  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  several 
Grand  Bodies,  with  which  that  of  Utah  is  in  correspondence.  The 
Grand  Master  thoxight  that  much  of  the  life  visible  among  the  Craft 
was  dne  to  these  reports,  and  urged' the  brethren  to  read  them;  this 
we  do  likewise. 

VERMONT. 

The  Ninety-First  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  13th  June,  1883,  Lucius  C.  Butler  Grand  Master,  and  representa- 
tives from  88  Lodges.  There  are  100  active  lodges,  with  a  member- 
ship of  7,739,  being  140  more  than  last  year. 

The  question  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  somewhat  agitated  the 
Grand  Master,  and  conceding  the  right  at  least  to  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, he  recommended  that  every  applicant  for  the  degrees  should  bo 
required  to  state  in  his  application  whether  he  has  ever  previously 
petitioned  any  other  lodge.  This  is  the  rule  of  Alabama  estiiblished 
by  its  Grand  Lodge,  but  what  circumstances  led  to  the  decree  we 
know  not. 

A  distinguished  Grand  Master  of  Vermont  once  ruled  in  relation  to 
the  accumulation  of  dues  against  one  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  agreed  with  him,  that  *' suspension  for 
non-payment  of  dues  does  not  absolve  the  brother  from  payment  of 
dues  subsequently  thereto.'*  From  this  opinion  Grand  Master  Butler 
dissents,  and  after  quoting  authorhies  for  his  opinion,  says,  ^*  only 
two  Grand  Lodges,  Vermont  and  Arizona,  require  this."  He  might 
have  added  Alabama,  and  we  find  it  works  well.  The  committee  on 
Masonic  jurisprudence  reported  adversely  to  the  Grand  Master's  opin- 
ion, and  the  rule  in  Vermont  remains  the  same  as  in  Alabama. 

With  the  following  we  most  heartily  concur  : 

Ordinarily,  it  is  my  conviction,  if  a  man  has  lived  under  the  shadow 
of  a  masonic  lodge  for  years  without  finding  out  the  value  of  the 
masonic  institution,  and  delays  his  application  for  membership  in  it 
till  just  as  he  is  about  to  leave  the  iState,  he  had  better  wait  till  he 
findbs  a  new  home. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  reported  adversly  to,  the  d«;ci8ion 
that  theie  must  be  seven  members  present  to  constitute  a  lodge  and 
to  do  busiues"*,  but  gives  no  reason  for  this  conclusion.  It  is  in  the 
following  terse  language  : 
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B.  The  number  necessary  to  constitute  a  lodge  is  seven^  to  con- 
tinne  a  lod*{e,  seven,  and  to  transact  the  business  of  a  lodge,  seven. 
[Not  approved.] 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  a  part  of  the  Grand 
Master's**  Words  of  admonition  and  kxhobtation,"  for  their  truth, 
beauty,  and  eloquence: 

wobds  of  admonition  and  exhobtation. 

• 

And  now,  my  brethren,  suffer  a  word  of  admonition  and  exhorta- 
tion. The  ceremonies  of  the  craft  contain  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant lessons  of  duty  and  obligation,  of  fraternity  and  sympathy,  of 
brotherly  love  and  charity,  and  of  humanity,  that  were  over  presented 
for  the  consideration  of  the  human  mind.  They  are  all  drawn  from 
the  Book  of  Books  which  was  securely  preserved  among  the  archives 
of  masonry  when,  in  the  midnight  of  superstition  and  ignorance, 
the  light  of  Kevelation  came  near  being  lost  to  human  view.  Under 
the  veil  of  its  symbolism  it  gathers  up  the  sublimest  principles  of 
morulity,  virtue  and  truth  that  cin  be  presented  to  the  human  con- 
ception. They  touch  the  liveliest  symp  ithies  of  the  human  heart. 
They  enter  into  the  warp  and  woof  of  human  life.  They  are  indis- 
solubly  allied  to  whatever  is  lovely  and  of  good  report  in  human  ac- 
tion. They  teach  the  Golden  Rule  as  the  scjuare  and  guide  of  human 
conduct.  They  strike  at  the  root  of  all  human  sellishness.  They 
plant  in  its  stead  the  inspiring  principles  of  human  brotherhood. 
Before  the  altar  on  the  checkered  floor,  in  the  middle  chamber,  all 
through  the  ceremonies  in  their  successive  steps,  these  lessons  arc  to 
be  impressed  upon  the  candidate  who  receives  thorn,  not  as  simple 
frivolities,  but  as  sober  realities  ;  not  as  playthings  of  the  moment, 
bat  as  the  choicest  gems  to  be  treasured  in  the  heart ;  not  as  lessons 
to  be  repeated  parrot-like  and  forgotten,  but  to  be  remembered  and 
practiced  in  the  daily  life  ;  not  as  one  who  looks  in  a  glass  and 
straightway  forgets  whrtt  manner  of  man  he  is,  but  as  one  on  whoso 
heart  the  image  is  indelibly  engraved.  The  latter  ought  always  to  be 
the  impression  conveyed  in  the  ceremonies  and  symbols  of  masonry. 
Masonry  is  not  the  ritual.  That  may  be  at  the  tongue's  end  from  E. 
A.  to  M.  M.,  and  the  living  essence  of  masonry  never  be  known  or 
understood.  Its  ritual  is  the  mere  adorning,  the  beautiful,  instruc- 
tive medium,  the  object  lesson,  through  which,  the  noviate  receives 
the  living  reality,  the  solemn  and  sublime  teachings  of  the  fraternity. 
He  then  is  the  **  bright  mason"  who  has  himself  apprehended  the 
length  and  breadth,  the  height  and  depth,  of  these  ritualistic  symbol- 
isms. And  ho  only,  such  as  he,  are  duly  qualified  to  impart  those 
lessons  in  such  manner  as  to  make  them  a  living  reality  in  the  life 
and  conduct  of  the  noviate. 

In  the  grand  march  of  humanity,  masonry  is  moving  foremost  in 
promoting  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth.  It  can  never  be  destroyed 
or  injured  by  those  who  are  outside  its  walls.  Its  foundations  are 
too  firmlj'  laid  upon  the  bed-rock  of  truth,  ever  to  be  moved  by  the 
winds  and  waves  of  persecution,  or  vituperation  from  without.  It 
has  stood  the  test  of  ages.  The  Pope  has  issued  his  bull  against  it 
and  the  Vatican  has  thundred  its  anathemas.  It  has  passed  through 
the  bitterest  persecution  from  the  church.     Its   members  have  been 
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ostracized  from  commanion  and  fellowship.  Political  demagogues, 
the  Weeds,  the  Palmers,  the  Sewards,  the  Wirts,  the  BlanchardB, 
have  fired  the  pablic  heart  against  the  institntion  and  the  fraternity, 
so  that  at  one  period,  in  this  State  and  in  other  States,  it  was  peril- 
ous for  one  to  avow  himselt  a  member  of  it,  or  to  ntter  a  word  in  its 
favor.  And  yet  all  these  combinations  and  falminations  have  failed 
to  disturb  a  single  stone  in  all  its  foundation.  Under  the  intensity 
of  bitterness  with  which  its  members  were  persecuted  they  bent  their 
heads  to  the  storm,  waiting  till  its  fury  had  passed,  leaving  them  un- 
scathed, chastened,  but  made  stronger  in  their  faith  by  the  cruel 
ordeal  through  which  they  had  pasfted.  Masonry  has  no  positively 
known  Alpha,  or  beginning,  but  its  foundations  are  sure,  resting 
upon  the  Holy  Book  which  lays  open  upon  all  our  altars.  Its  Omega, 
or  ending,  despite  the  senseless  warfare  waged  against  it  by  those 
who  are  incapable  of  appreciating  the  great  moral  principles  it  in- 
culcates, will  be  only  when  the  trump  of  Gabriel  sounds  the  end  of 
time. 

There  is  a  great  deal  more  in  this  beautiful  address  which  we  wonld 
have  liked  to  lay  before  you  but  we  have  already  exceeded  our  limits. 

Brother  Ozro  Meacham,  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
John  A.  Butler,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  made  by  Brother  A.  G.  Saffold, 
reviewing  therein  the  proceedings  from  Alabama  for  1881  and  1882. 

VIRGINIA. 

M.  W.  Reuben  Murrell  Page,  Grand  Master,  opened  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir- 
ginia on  the  10th  of  December,  1883,  with  representatives  from  128 
Lodges.     Whole  number,  247;  members  9,053;  gain  10. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  straight  forward  business  docu- 
ment. 

Henrj'  William  Murray,  G.  M. ;  Wm.  Bryan  Isaacs,  G.  Secretary. 

Brother  William  F.  Drinkard  male  the  report  on  correspondence, 
reviewing  Alabama  for  1880.  From  this  report  we  take  entire  his  in- 
troduction, proving  t&at  George  W^asbington,  ''first  in  peace,  first  in 
war,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,'*  was  a  M.  Mason 
and  the  Master  of  a  Lodge.  Wo  were  ignorant  that  it  had  ever  been 
doubted,  but  when  it  is  denied  that  Shakespeare  wrote  plays,  and 
other  like  doubts  are  asserted,  wc  are  not  at  all  surprised.  Then 
here  it  is: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  performed  the  duty  required  of  them  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 
They  have  read  many  tbonsands  of  pages  of  reports  and  proceedings 
of  other  (Jrund  Lodges  as  a  means  of  qualifying  themselves  for  the 
preparation  of  this  report.  The  Grami  Lodges  whose  proceedings 
and  reports  are  reviewed,  are,  except  our  own,  named  in  alphabetical 
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order,  and  we,  therefore,  deem  it  tinneoeasary  to  give  their  names 
here.  We  begin  with  Virginia,  becanse  we  wish  to  give  prominence 
to  the  indisputable  evidence  presented  to  the  world  by  our  Grand 
Secretary  to  prove  that  George  Washington  was  the  Master  of  a 
Lodge,  and  as  such  laid  the  Corner  Stone  of  the  Caiiitol  at  Washing- 
ton. Brother  Isaac's  letters  explain  themselves.  The  one  is  quoted 
in  the  other. 

WAS  OEOBOB  WASHINOTOM  MASTER  OF  A  LODGE? 

BicHMONDy  ViBamiA,  5th  September,  1883. 

General  A.  T.  C.  Pierson^  St.  Paul^  MinnesoUi : 

Deab  Bbother  Piebson — Your  proceedings  for  1883  are  at  h<»nd.  for 
which  accept  thanks.  I  note  your  report  on  Virginia  for  1881.  My 
letter  to  you  of  September,  1882,  was  not  intended  for  publication, 
hot  pimply  to  remove  any  "lingering  doubt"  resting  on  your  mind  on 
the  question:  "Was  Washington  a  Master  of  a  Lodge?"  I  will  en- 
deavor to  satisfy  you,  and  this  letter  is  for  such  use  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  make  of  it.  Let  me  premise  by  saving  that  he  was  **inUi(tiefl 
in  Fredericksburg  Lodge  No.  4,  in  November,  1752,  Passed  in  March, 
1753,  and  Raised  in  August,  1753,  und  his  name  appears,  for  the  last 
time,  on  the  records  of  thai  Lodge  as  among  the  attendants  in  1753. 

Akxandria  Lodge  No.  39,  at  Alexandria,  Virginia,  was  chartered  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  3d  February,  1783,  and  it 
continued  to  work  under  that  juiisdiotiou  until  March,  1788,  when  it 
sarrendered  its  charter,  and  "decided  that  it  would  be  more  conve- 
nient for  it  to  work  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vir- 
ginia," ♦  •  ♦  therefore,  "having  resolved  to  make  application  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  for  a  charter,  recommended  the  follow- 
ing persons  for  appointment  by  the  virand  Lodge:  George  Washing- 
ton Esq.,  for  Master,"  «fec.  ♦  ♦  *  ''General  Washington  having 
given  consent  to  the  use  of  his  name,  the  application  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  was  accompanied  by  the  following  letter,  dated  October  25, 
1787,  prepared  by  Colonel  Oharles  Sims  and  Kobert  McCrea  Esq." 
•  •  •  "It  is  also  the  earnest  desire  of  the  members  of  this  Lodge, 
that  our  Brother,  George  Washington,  should  be  named  in  the  char- 
ter as  Master  of  the  Lodge,  &c."  The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was 
granted,  and  a  charter  was  issued  to  Alexandria  Lodfja  No.  22,  by  "Ed- 
innnd  Randolph,  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  Grand  Master,"  on  28th 
April,  1788,  -  •  •  «*by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Virginia,  do  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  our  illustrious  and 
well-beloved  Brother,  George  Washington  Esq.,  late  General  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  our  worthy  brethren,  ♦  •  •  together  with  all  such  other 
brethren,  &c.,"  and  at  the  annual  election  of  officers  on  the  20th  De- 
cember, 1788,  Washington  was  re-elected  Worshipful  Master  for  the 
year  commencing  with  St.  John's  Day  (27th  December,  1788)."  It 
Would  consume  too  much  of  your  time  to  trace  from  year  to  year  the 
evidences,  as  strong  as  Holy  Writ,  of  Washington's  iuteresr  in,  and 
affection  for  our  institution  to  the  day  of  hiH  death,  but  it  is  euii- 
nently  appropriate  to  the  occasion  to  refer  to  the  part  devolving  upon 
and  performed  by  him  in  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  Capitol  build- 
ing at  Washiogton,  in  September,  1793. 
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SXTBACT  OF  A  USTTEB  FBOM  BBOTHEB  ISAACS  TO  BBOTHKB  P13CB80H,  8KP- 

TEMBEB,  1882. 

Did  Oeorge  Washington  lay  ifie  Comer  Stone  of  the  OapUol  ai  Washington  ? 

Your  Grand  Lodge  proceedinfi^s  for  1882  have  just  reached  me,  and 
for  which  accept  my  thanks.  Giving  a  casual  glance  over  the  con- 
tents, my  eyes  were  attracted  (as  usual)  by  "Virginia,"  pp.  181-2. 
Your  comment  on  Brother  Welford's  address  would,  I  fear  to  a  care- 
less or  hypercritical  reader,  cast  a  doubt  on  what  he  says  in  regard  to 
Washington.  I  am  sure  you  do  not  so  intend  it,  stiU  to  remove  any 
lingering  doubt  you  may  have,  I  will  give  you  what  I  believe  to  be 
f»ict8  from  the  record.  It  must  be  remembered  that  Lodge  records  in 
those  days  were  more  meagerly  and  carefully  kept  and  guarded  than 
in  these  **our  days.'*  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  which 
was  frequently  advanced  by  my  honored  and  loved  predecessor  (Dr. 
Dove),  that  **we  now  write  and  print  entirely  too  much,"  but  to  the 
record  of'  Alexandria  Lodge  No.  22,  18th  September,  1793  :  -'The 
Masonic  ceremonies  were  conducted  by  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington, President  of  the  United  States,  a  Past  Master  of  this  Lodge, 
which  was  present  and  holding  the  post  of  honor.  [Note.  **Dr. 
Dick,  elected  Master  in  1789  still  in  office,  invited  Washington  to  act 
as  Muster  on  this  occasion,  in  accordance  with  his  own  wishes  and 
those  of  the  public."]  *  •  •  «»The  sash  and  apron  worn  by  Wash- 
ington on  this  occasion,  were  the  handiwork  of  Mrs.  General  La- 
Fayette,  and  are  now  the  property  of  this  Lodge."  [The  same  worn 
by  Coles  at  Yorktown.]  The  newspapers  of  that  day  give  a  long  ac- 
connt  of  the  ceremony,  including  the  form  of  procession.  In  it,  after 
placing  many  officials,  &c.,  it  says  : 

"Lodge  No.  22,  ot  Virginia,  disposed  of  in  their  own  order,  Grand 
Master,  pro  lem^  Brother  George  Washington,  and  Worshipful  master 
of  No.  22,  of  Virginia." 

After  reaching  the  place,  the  column  opened  and  •  •  •  **Tho 
Grand  Master,  pro  tern.  (Joseph  Clark,  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Mas- 
ter pro  tern. )  on  the  left,  President  of  the  United  States  in  the  centre, 
and  Worshipful  Master  of  No.  22,  on  the  right."  The  Grand  Marshal 
delivered  to  the  Commissioners  a  large  silver  plate  with  an  inscription 
thereon.     *     •     • 

"This  southeast  corner  stone  of  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  was  laid  on  the  18th  day  of  September,  1793,  in  Ac,  •  •  • 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  in  concert  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maryland,  several  Lodges  under  its  jurisdiction  and  Lodge 
No.  2^,  from  Alexandria,  Virginia,  i^c." 

Then  follow  the  depositing  of  the  plate  and  the  usual  proceedings. 

Pardon  me,  dear  Brother  Pierson,  for  writing  so  long  a  letter,  but  I 
think  this  memorandum  from  the  old  records  establishes  the  fact,  and 
beyond  any  successful   contradiction,  that  Washington  as  President 
and  in  Masonic  clothing,  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  capitol. 
Hastily  but  none  the  less  truly  and  fraternally 'yours, 

WM.  B.  ISAACS. 

So  much  for  the  recorded  evidences  during  iheUfetime  of  our  distin- 
guished Brother.  Let  us  now  turn  to  evidences  furnished  by  his  con- 
Umporaries  subsequently  to  his  death      He  died  on  Ssiatorday,  14th 
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December,  1799,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  houoTSf  on  the  Wednes- 
day following.  In  October,  1799,  Alexandria  Lodge  No.  22,  petition- 
ed the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  to  change  its  name  to  Alexandria 
W<ushiru]ton  Lodge,  which  petition  was  granted,  and  Alexandria  Wash-^ 
inglon  Lodge,  No.  22"  was,  and  is  to  day,  a  Lodge  of  yigorons  man- 
hood. 

In  1810  the  question  of  forming  a  Grand  Lodge  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  agitated,  and  No.  22  was  invited  to  unite  in  the  move- 
ment. This  invitation  was  declined,  and  several  reasons  were  as- 
signed therefor,  the  **/7iirci,'*  of  which  reads  as  follows  :  "That  the 
Grind  Lodge  of  Virginia,  having  granted  a  Charter  to  this  Lodge  at 
the  special  solicitation  of  our  illustrious  and  ever  to  be  revered  Brother 
General  George  Washington,  our  first  Master,  have  no  doubt,  that 
should  this  Lodge  withdraw  themselves  from  their  jurisdiction,  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia  would  immediately  demand  a  surrender- 
of  that  Charter  so  much  valued  by  every  member  of  this  Lodge  " 
Again,  on  one  occasion  of  the  visit  of  General  La  Fayette  to  this 
country  in  1R25,  he  was  the  recipient  of  courtesies  extended  by 
Lodge  No.  22,  in  Alexandria.  In  the  address  of  welcome  by  the 
Worshipful  Master,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  many  contem- 
poraries of  Washington,  we  find  the  following  very  expressive  lan- 
guage :  *  *  **It  afifords  me  inexpressible  pleasure  to  be  the  organ 
of  my  brethren  here  assembled,  to  welcome  you  into  the. bosom  of 
this  Lodge,  in  which  your  liighly  valued  friend,  the  beloved  Father 
of  our  country,  was  wont  to  preside  over  our  labor's,  and  inculcate  the 
principles  of  our  Order— Friendship,  morality,  brotherly  love,  and 
charity.'*  "While  it  is  our  boast  that  we  have  had  him  to  rule  over  us. 
We  also  esteem  ourselves  particularly  happy  in  having  you  for  our 
patron.  When  Masonry  has  such  supporters,  its  principles  will  be 
maintained  ;  its  cause  must  flourish,"  and  La  Fayetto,  in  his  re- 
sponse, says  :  *  *  *  *'It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  my  feelings, 
to  visit  a  Lodge  over  which  our  lamented,  illustrious  Brother  Wash- 
ington presided." 

With  this  1  rest  my  case.  I  think,  dear  Brother  P/,  I  have  estab- 
lished the  fact  that  Washington  was  the  Master  of  a  Lodge,  and  that 
he  presided  over  it ;  that  he  always  had  an  exalted  opinion  of  the 
Institution,  and  that  that  opinion,  (combined  with  a  warm  affection) 
he  retained  to  the  last. 

lam, 

Truly  and  fraternally  yonrs, 

WM.  B.  ISAACS. 
Personal. 

P.  8.  The  foregoing  quotations  are  from  the  records  of  Freder- 
icksburg Lodge  No.  4,  (just  furnished  to  me  by  the  Secretary),  and 
from  the  records  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  and  from  **a  History  of 
the  Lodge  of  Washington/'  published  in  1870,  by  * 'Alexandria  Wash- 
ington Lodge,  No.  22,"  of  Alexandria,  Virginia.  If  I  have  left  any 
"gaps"  that  you  would  like  to  have  filled  up,  let  me  know,  and  I  wiU 
try  to  accommodate  you. 

WASHINGTON. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Levy  Ankony,  presided  over  the  Twenty- 
Beventb  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory^ 
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held  on  the  4th  June,  1884.  There  were  present  representatives  ftom 
38  out  of  the, 39  Lodges  composing  this  jurisdiction.  Ought  not  this 
to  make  the  Masters  and  Wardens  of  some  of  our  Lodges  blush. 
The  only  lodge  not  represented  is  at  Sitka,  Alaska.  Membership, 
JL526  ;  net  increase,  105 

The  Grand  Master  informs  us  that  the  country  is  prosperous,  and 
the  Craft  also,  to  an  unusual  extents 

The  following,  though  true,  yet  is  quaintly  uttered  : 

I  have  no  complaint  to  make,  and  no  disponition  to  tinker  at  the 
constitution;  I  have  observed  a  disposition  with  people  who  did  noth' 
ing  else  well,  that  they  would  always  attempt  to  make  a  law. 

From  the  oration  of  Brother  J.  £.  Edmiston,  Grand  Orator,  we 
dip  : 

The  very  first  step,  when  properly  understood,  is  o"e  of  the  grandest 
and  most  impressive  lessons  ever  presented  to  the  mind  of  man.    We 
are  there  taught  that  before  we  can  reach  the  Sublituity  and  Perfec* 
tion  of  Free  Masonry,  we  must  become  as  it  were,  a  little  child,  to 
be  led  by  other  hands  and  begin  life  anew — **  to  become  a  new  crea-> 
ture."    We  must  there  before  we  enter  the  gate  of  the  sacred  teauple, 
leave  behind  us  every  habiliment  that  would  hinder  us  in  our  upward 
course  to  the  good  man  and  the  true.     We  are  there  to  be  divested  of 
the  vices  and  Nuperfluities,  thus  far  accumulated  in  life,  and  be  re* 
ceived  within  the  ranks,  alone,  for  what  good   there  is  in  us.     This 
first  lesson  of  Masonry— this  first  principle— is  the  first  step  in  the 
Christian  religion,  the   highest  type  of  religion  proclaimed  through- 
out tlie  intelligent  world  to-day.     But  the  grandeur  and  the  beauty  of 
the  manner  in   which   we  impart  this  lesson,  must  be  apparent  to 
every  ooe,  when  we  consider  that  religious  sects  and  denominations 
embody  the  lesson  in  language,  \^iitteD  or  spoken,  which  always  has 
been,  and  of  necessity  always  must  be,  a  source  of  various  interpre- 
tations, while  we  clothe  it  in  the  sublime  habiliments  of  symbolism, 
which  stands  a  silent  monument  of  truth  to  be  read  and  comprehended 
by  men  of  all  religions,  by  men  everywhere,  and  by  men  in  all  ages. 

The  Grand  Treasurer's  report  shows  $88  in  hand,  while  we  figure  it 
out  that  $12  are  required  to  balance. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  was  recognized. 
The  following  was  adopted  : 

Besohtd,  That  the  terra  of  office  of  all  Grand  Representatives 
hereafter  appointed  under  authority  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  near  other 
Graod  Lodges,  shall  be  limited  to  the  period  of  four  years,  and  that 
all  Commissions  to  such  Representatives  heretofore  issued  shall  ter- 
minate at  the  expiration  of  four  years  from  their  respective  dates  of 
issue. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence,  having  had  under  consideration 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution  making  a  provision  for  suspension 
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lor  non-payment  of  dnes,  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  Alabama^ 
among  other  things,  says  : 

Tbe  committee  are  nnanimons  in  the  opinion  that  the  s^'stom  pro" 
posed  l^  the  amendment  under  couHideration,  a  proposed  self-acting, 
spontaneous  suspension  from  Masonic  guod-sttindiug  is  not  warranted 
by  either  the  philosophy  or  forbearance  of  onr  Institution,  and  is  lU 
utter  variance  with  Masonic  law  and  the  rights  of  every  Mason.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  Grand  Lodge  by  immediate  action 
reject  such  proposed  amendment. 

Brother  Wm.  Henry  White  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Thomas  Milbume  Reed,  Grand  Secretary'. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence  reviewing  Alabama 
for  1883.  We  give  his  opinions  about  the  recognition  of  new  Grand 
Lodges,  in  his  notice  of  onr  intimation  that  pcrha])H  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Alabama  had  acted  too  hastily.    It  is  better  to  go  slow  than  to  err  : 

We  have  greatly  enjoyed  Brother  Pillans'  ro]>ort.  He  uses  the 
■eissors  liberally,  but  judiciously,  and  in  all  his  coiiimcntR  he  is  scn- 
tibleandto  the  point.  He  seems  to  think  that  the  action  ot  his 
Grand  Lodge  was  premature  in  lU  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  South  Wales.  In  this  we  think  he  is  luistakon.  He  looks  at 
the  matter,  we  imagine,  from  a  purely  Amenean  ^^rand  Lodge  standi 
point,  basing  his  conclusions  upon  a  recently  fomviUded  sentiment  that 
nothing  less  than  a  majority  of  Lodges  in  unoccupied  territory  can 
^{ally  organize  a  Grand  Lodge.  Until  within  a  few  years  past,  the 
question  of  a  **  Majority  Rule,"  had  never  been  raised,  so  far  as  we 
tre  able  to  discover,  but  th^^  common  law  on  the  subject  was  that 
**  three  or  more*'  Lodges  in  any  unoccupied  Stato  or  Territory  could 
otganize  a  Grand  Lodge.  This  accepted  rule  or  law  appears  to  have 
Had  its  application  exclusively  to  the  North  American  Grand  Lodge 

System,  which  differs  essentially  from  the  English,  Scotch,  and  other 
rand  Lodge  systems  of  the  world. 

Krither  England  nor  Scotland  to-day  will  give  any  implied  recogni^ 
tion  to  our  American  system.  They,  with  Ireland,  plant  their  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Lodges  in  British  Territory  wherever  established  in 
©very  quarter  of  the  Globe,  and  use  every  possible  means  to  pe»rpi»t- 
^Uite  those  dependencies,  not  materially  in  the  succor  and  growth  of 
iocal  charity  and  beneficence,  but  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the 
Mother  (irand  Body,  to  be  expended  as  seemeth  good  to  her,  thousands 
of  miles  from  the  source  of  supply. 

They  have  no  system^  and  recognize  none  for  the  orgiinization  of  an 
independent  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge. 

In  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lr-dgo  of  New  South  W^ales  we 
^ATe  looked,  and  continue  to  look,  upon  the  question  in  a  practical 
^ht,  in  the  interest  of  genuine  Freemasonry —whether  it  shall  bo  in- 
V)lerance,  bigotry  and  oppression,  or  **free(lom  and  independence." 
The  latter  is  the  law  of  right,  liberty  and  justice,  of  sense  and 
nnaianity.     Kight,  justice  and  truth  can  harm  no  one,  and  we  be- 
lieve it  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  Freemasonry  in  New  South 
Vales  that  her  Sovereign  independence  should  be  recognized   and 
supported  by  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Universe,  us  no  possible 
liarm  can  result  therefrom  to  auy. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA, 

Held  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Commnnication  of  her  Grand  Lodge 
on  the  13th  day  of  November,  1883,  with  Grand  Master  \\.  H.  H* 
Flick  in  the  east,  and  representatives  from  74  Lodges  present.  The 
whole  nnmber  of  Lodges  is  81 ;  membership,  3,600,  showing  an  in* 
crease  of  200  since  last  report. 

We  arc  pleased  to  find  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  refusing  dispensa^ 
tions  to  make  Masons  in  less  time  than  is  required  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  candidate  was  **a  very  worthy  yonng  man, 
who  expected  shortly  to  leave  the  State,  and  who  desired  to  be  made 
a  Mason  before  leaving.''  Those  wishing  to  travel,  or  to  move  else- 
where are  always  the  ones  for  whom  a  dispensation  is  asked.  Al^ 
though  they  may  have  lived  many  years  within  the  sound  of  the 
gavel,  they  are  not  i)rompted  to  become  Masons  until  they  are  **abont 
to  leave  the  State."  But  the  Grand  Master  said  he  "doubted  if  the 
applicant  was  prompted  to  solicit  the  privileges  tf  Masonry  by  a  sin* 
cere  wish  of  being  serviceable  to  his  fellow  creatures.*' 

Among  his  decisions  is  one  that  declarrs  *'a  man  blind  in  one  eye 
is  not,  therefore,  ineligible  to  the  mysteries  of  Masonry." 

To  this  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  objected,  declaring  that 
the  candidate  * 'should  be  sound  in  all  his  limbs  and  members,  and 
perfect  as  a  man  ought  to  be,"  which  the  Gmnd  Lodue  sustained. 
But  immediately  passed  the  following  by  a  small  majority: 

Tlesdved,  That  the  edict  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  passed  November 
12,  1873,  to  the  effect  that  a  candidate  "blind  of  one  eye"  is  not  eli- 
gible, be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded  as  inconsistent  with  the 
general  rule  tliat  "when  the  deformity  of  the  candidate  is  not  such 
as  to  prevent  him  from  meeting  fully  the  requirements  of  the  rituiU, 
or  from  honestly  acquiring  the  means  of  subsistence,"  he  is  eligible, 
as  has  been  heretofore  held  by  this  Grand  Jx)dge. 

This  latter  we  think  the  proper  position  to  take. 

The  finances  appear  to  be  in  very  good  condition,  there  being  8 
good  balance  in  the  treasury. 

Brother  William  George  Bennett  was  elected  Grand  Master,  ant' 
Brother  Odell  S.  Long  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  Fortieth  Annual  Grand  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodg' 
•uas  held  in  Milwaukio  on  the  lOth  Juno,  188-1,  Lewis  E.  Reed  beini 
Grand  Master,  juid  with  representatives  from  185  Lodges  present. 
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Active  Lodges,  193;  total  Master  Masons,  13,392;  net  gain  for  the 
year,  382. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  pertains  to  matters  of  local  interest 
only,  yet  he  enunciates  u  proposition  so  clearly,  and  one  with  which 
we  so  fully  agree,  that  we  are  tempted  to  copy  the  extract: 

In  the  correspondence  are  embraced  decisions  upon  Masonic  law 
and  customs.  !But  as  all  come  within  the  plain  provisions  of  the  An- 
cient Landmarks  of  the  Order  and  our  Constitution,  or  repetition  of 
decisions  previously  made  by  my  predecessors,  and  approved  by  this 
Grand  Lodge,  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  or  hardly  proper,  to  repeat 
them  here.  I  believe  it  better  that  the  Masonic  student  should  seek 
his  information  upon  Masonic  Law  from  the  Ancient  Landmarks  and 
Constitution,  rather  than  from  their  too  Oft  repetition  in  printed  ad- 
dresses of  Grand  Masters. 

We  like  the  action  taken  by  this  Grand  Lodge  to  prevent  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Grand  Lodge  from  being  handled  as  political  items 
are,  or  as  the  now  omnipresent  interviewer  deals  with  the  most  pri- 
vate intelligence.  At  the  instance  of  Fast  Grand  Mester  J.  B.  C.  Cot- 
trell,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  no  officer,  member,  or  visiting  brother,  or  other  per- 
son present,  shall  communicate  to  any  reporter,  editor,  or  other  per- 
son connected  with  any  newspaper,  any  fact,  circumstance,  or  other 
matter  that  may  be  presented  to,  or  acted  upon,  at  this  Communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

The  finances  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which  had  been  deranged  by  the 
embezzlement  of  their  late  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  John  W.  Wood- 
hull,  are,  we  are  happy  to  see,  now  in  a  healthy  condition.  The 
Grand  Lodge  has  determined  to  put  Brother  WoodhuU  on  trial  before 
itself,  and  to  this  end  has  ordered  him  to  be  cited  to  appear  at  the 
next  annual  communication. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  recognized  at  this 
session.  * 

Brother  Oliver  Libbey  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  J.  W.  Laflin 
re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Past  Grand  Master  E.  E.  Chapin  made  the  report  on  correspond- 
ence, stating  that  he  takes  **up  the  pen  for  this  important  work  with 
fear  and  trembling."  He  reviews  Alabama  for  1882,  and  also  for  1883. 
He  quotes  approvingly  and  liberally  from  Grand  Master  Cobb's 
address. 

He  fancies  that  as  Alabama  is  at  the  head  of  the  alphabetical  list, 
while  Wisconsin  is  very  near  the  tail,  that  the  '*head  could  not  wag 
the  tail,"  and  hence  Wisconsin  was  left  out  of  our  report.    We 
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woald,  however,  disabuse  onr  brother's  mind  by  stating  that  we  did 
not  review  it  because  we  did  not  have  it. 

In  reference  to  the  plan  of  Indiana  of  holding  biennial  sessions  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  enable  them  the  quicker  to  pay  off  the  large 
debt  contracted  in  building  a  Masonic  Temple,  we  find  him  saying, 
and  that  well,  too: 

But  in  the  interim,  what  will  become  of  the  ill-jointed  Lodges? 
The  plan  may  save  the  Temple,  but  will  result  in  no  good  to  Masonry. 
But,  being  in  for  it,  there  may  be  no  other  way  to  work  ont  the 
problem.  The  better  way  is  not  to  mass  expected  fortunes  on  the 
lalse  theory  that  a  big  Masonic  debt  is  a  big  Masonic  blessing. 

WYOMING. 

We  have  before  us  as  neat  a  pamphlet  as  any  of  the  others,  and 
much  neater  than  many  from  the  older  jurisdictions,  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Wyoming,  over  which  Grand  Master  John  K.  Jettrej  pre- 
sided, with  representatives  from  four  Lodges.  In  this  jurisdiction 
there  are  but  five  Lodges,  and  one  U.  D.,  with  a  total  membership 
of  398.     During  the  year  there  had  been  a  loss  of  two. 

We  find  the  financial  condition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  be  moat 
excellent.  Its  affairs  and  business,  though  entirely  of  local  interest, 
are  conducted  in  an  excellent  and  cautious  manner. 

Brother  J.  K.  Jeffrey  re-elected  G.  M. ;  Brother  J.  H.  Symons  con^ 
tinned  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wm.  J.  Mclntyre  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  re^ 
viewing  Alabama  for  1882.  Oh,  these  printers !  What  terrible  fel« 
lows  they  are!  Who  could  suppose  that  Pielans  meant  us  Pillans? 
But  so  it  is,  and  every  now  and  again  we  find  that  we  are  somebody 
else.  The  report  is  lengthy,  and  appears  to  convey  to  the  brethren 
of  Wyoming  all  that  is  occurring  of  interest  in  other  jurisdictions. 

CONCLUSION. 

A  full  review  of  the  Masonic  field  gives  gratifying  results.  Har* 
mony  reigns,  and  there  is  a  reasonable  increase  in  numbers.  It  will 
be  found  that  there  is  also  a  much  less  tendency  to  be  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues  than  heretofore,  and,  therefore,  that  the  Order 
is  finding  itself  on  a  firmer  basis  than  for  some  time  past.  Many  of 
the  societies  which  have  distracted  the  minds  of  the  profane  have 
gone  the  way  that  all  such  ephemera  should  go,  and  they  are  now 
resorting  to  the  solid  and  substantial  in  lien  of  the  chimerical  and 
unreal. 
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But  few  qaestions  remain  to  agitate  the  fraternity,  and  the  differ- 
ences of  opinion  are  each  year  becoming  less — a  very  gratifying  con- 
dition— the  result  doubtless,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the  free  discus- 
sion by  means  of  these  reports,  and  of  a  careful  analysis  of  these 
several  questions.  We  believe  that  our  brethren  are  becoming  more 
and  more  desirous  of  knowing  the  condition  of  the  craft  elsewhere, 
and  are,  therefore,  more  inclined  to  read  than  formerly. 

We  have  not  yet  seen  that  we  ought  to  urge  you  to  the  recognition 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  either  Italy  or  Spain.  Tour  committee  had 
hoped  to  haye  received  fuller  and  more  gratifying  news  from  both, 
but  have  been  disappointed.  It  will,  however,  continue  to  hope, 
because  your  committee  is  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  aid- 
ing, by  all  proper  means,  in  the  encouragement  of  all  bodies  entirely 
symbolic,  and  exclusively  so  in  their  character. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

P.  J.  PILLANS, 


KAHES  Ain>  mTMBEItS  OF  LODQES, 

WWt  Cm  numbtr  of  Membert,  ammml  0/  Dtut  paid  to  Iht  Orand  Lodi/lf 
and  IA«  number  c^  lAoM  ihlered,  J>(uMd,  Baiatd,  Affliated,  R^tdtd, 
and  Dimmai,  dnoa  Iiul  ROurn. 


I  Helion, 

9  Alabama. 

A  KiBing  Virtue 

6  Monlton 

7  Macon 

8  Farrar 

9  Gil  end 

,0  Eojal  White  Hart. . , 

.1  MoDtfioiper; 

.4  FloieDce 

.6  AUieuB 

t2  Saint  Albans 

!4  George  WaBhington. 

15  DBle.   

16  LaFajette 

IT  Selma  Fraternal.... 
19  Kising  Sun 

II  Antangu 

16  WaBhington 

ITConrtland 

19  Wetnmpks 

fl  Mobile. , 

:1  Livingston 

A  OdstuD 

:6  Hannon; 

.9  DecDopoliB 

10  Union 

.2  New   Market 

3  Greening 


't>y- 

.7  Taalcegee. . 
gSentoQ  ... 


21  00 

10  SO. 
36  00 
17  50 
14  50, 
23  50. 

11  00 

22  00 
36  00 

io'so. 

so  00 

12  DO 
2S  00 

U  00 
31  90 
36  50 


1 

?                       Names  of  Lodoeb. 

m 

Ill 

1    20  00  2  . . 

1  1100  2    1 
14    15  50   1    1  . 
a   10  50  1    1 
A   26  0011    H 

2  25  00   1    1 

1    16  00    .... 

MEoreka 

SSLibsrty 

..    3 

a  2..  a 

71  Tohopeka 3 

*    16  60    .  ..  . 

8    g  00  1  .. 

9     9  00 

7  as  00 , .  1 

1  5  00 

2  IG  50   1    2 
9   16  00   3    6 
9  19  00  a    2 

17  50 

H    IB  SO   1    I 

8  13  00  2    2 

8S  Pmttville 3 

9t  Pflster 2 

SllHonry 3 

95Dan»me 2 

1        6 

M  Fnlton  ...   .                                                  2 

to:   3artweU..                                                      3 

B   18  00  3   a 

G  00  1    1 

7   17  00  a   2 

3 1    1 

7   11  50..   .. 

9  60 

16  00   1    1 
11  60   I    1  , 

lOi  fevbeni..                                                t 

lot  SerraoD  ..                                               21 

7    9   6 

12  60  2    2   2 
6  GO  . .  .     . 
12  00  2    2   2 
12  Ou) 

■ii'ooi  1  ' 
36  5o| 'i  'i  : 

127  Bolivar 2^ 

ISSIColnrnKil 7 

1  a  2 
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136  Unity 

140  Shelby 

UlBethrl 

U2  BntdviD 

H3  Barleson 

144DaleTille 

145  Frtkternity 

14S  Ikfiasotiri 

147  RodgorBTills.  ... 

148|Cold  Water 

il|BladOD  iipring.. 


Moiiroeville . 

MajBvillo 

Penick 

QeDdiix 

Fayette  ville 

Elba.   .'.'.'".".'.v.'.'.'. 

FeUovahip 

Aodrew  Jackaon.. 

Deaotoville 

Aberf  oil 

Mnni 


ISeCatawla 

187  Laudniark 

ISA  Clintonville  . . . . 

l^Delta 

190  Tombigbee 

lill  Brash  Creek . . . . 
ItUChattaboocUee.  . 

193  Hopewell 

lUTHillabee 

l!ie  Caledonia 

199Kili)(ee 

2dD  Sylacanga 

2C1  Helicon     

207i'ettiiBifilIe.   .... 

aOB  .Uemndria 

20'.]  Mnrsball 

211  York 

aiSUnililera 

aiHKlam  Diion 


a 

■ 

1 

5    ■  ■  - 

a 

s   ;  ;  : 

2S 

113  50  ... . 

--    1   1 

2G  H    e   6 

3   i   8 

•i'i 

13  5C    1  . . 



Ml 

210C    1    I 

..  ..   4 

i; 

1  ..    - 

x> 

iea  i  ; 

..  ..   4 

« 

10  a    5  6 

11 

i  1 

1  .... 

VI 

95(    4    ! 

ih 

701  ..    1 

a .. .. 

M'l 

13a  i  s 

1  -. .. 

•n. 

sa 

.. ..  1 

4V 

lli 

e  o(  1  1 

4  ..  .. 

It 

7  oc  ..  .. 

]:■ 

B  5t'  , .    1 

41 

19  5f  . .    1 

4    1  .. 

Wi 

14  K    1    1 

IIK 

49  (K   a   t 

4  ..  .. 

u 

13  0(    I    1 

41 

18  0( 

IV 

4  a..  . . 

1  -.    1 

li 

9  a.... 

-.  ..    3 

W 

10  a  ..  .. 

1  ..    1 

•fh 

12  o< 

9a]] 



IB 

9  a  s  ]  . 

21 

13  01    i    i 



'21 

10  a  3i  s 

S  ..  .. 

41 

20  M  ..1,, 

(  ..   8 

1' 

sa  4  4 

^  ..  S 

as 

17  5t   6  e 

1  1  I 

ai 

13  H    11 



a! 

HOC    !   S 

1  1  .. 

S; 

UDl    S   4 

1..    3    ! 

•/■ 

12  WL.  . 

45 

20  0(1  5    1 

111.. 

n\  20  ool  si  2| 

54 

4|  «..  .. 
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Names  ox  Lodoks. 


Lineville. . 
Tbib 


la  Western  Star. 
323Haad;  Bidge.. 
224  Newton   .... 

a'i.^  I  Louisville 

227  Jriubs  Fenn.. 

•mDnUas 

33(1  Beiar 

231  Dock  Spring. 

233  Sepalga , 

335  HarperBviUe. . 

23C  Gad»len 

23H.Fairm(iiiDt 

210  Ilowen 

212lc<x>Ba 

243IUlii»r 

244jI>awBOD 

216  HarriaoD 

250Aiiiaml 

251  Camp  Cieek.. 
352iNi>Kh  Port.. 

2i:3|iloBeHill 

254QaitmAn 


dnjleuvilie 

Bellviil'e'.'.  V. '.'.'.'.'.'.  ..*, 

Talladega 

Wolunt  Grove 

Meriilian 

Honut  Plensatit 

SpiingE 

PeaKiver 

Clifton 

Franklort 

LarkinsVille 

Northei-n 

Springvilla  

Cbarlen  BaskerviDe . . 

Qeorgiana 

Walker 

ClintoQ 

QUleepio 


II 


55;  27  ft 
64  5ti  III 
35'  16  ft 


2= 

NAM»t  or  LriDOES. 

1 

a 

0 

!0 

if 

I 

SI 

2( 
31 
19 
31 
15 
18 
18 

le 

19 
■J9 

32 

f 

$23  50 
10  5(1 

27  00 

28  OH 
700 

28  00 
25  50 
850 
15  OU 
15  {H) 
900 
850 
750 
800 
13  00 
23  50 
13  00 
13  50 

aOllNorris 

..  1  a 
3  2  1 
.. ,.  1 

9   711 

r  1  9 

305 
315 
319 
SiW 
3:11 
323 

an 

33( 
331 
332 
335 
337 
338 
340 
344 
345 
31G 
348 
349 
351 
354 
355 
357 

Central  City 

JoDSKboro 

Cluttaville 

Warrenton 

PleaaantHUl 

1 ..  1 
■•.. .. 

1    1. 
1   2   3 

i..  i 
1  .  1 

3   2  1 
1   1   1 

1  I   1 

3..  . 

2  9  1 

1  3  a 
3.. , 

3  1. 

Nanafalia 

H..  .. 

CleM  Creak 

I.,  i 

Echo 

..  1,. 

Bienville. 

40 
39 
22 
16 
41 
30 

31 
41 
29 
32 

23  00 
19  00 

1100 

700 
ICOO 

'2600 

19  0* 
33  SC 

is  66 

1 ..  s 

i  i  4 
1    1   1 

r>  6  1 

3  2  1 
1  1  1 

1  1  1 
.  ..  1 

2  a<  3 
I  1  2 

5    8    7 

S  5  e 

7   7  6 

..  ,,    1 

4  3  3 

3  a  3 

Wilson   WillUma 

1      s 

Knlledge 

359 
36t 
S<)6 

36b 
3C7 

ScolWboro 

PleasantSita      

Hoaston 

Catftco 

Cbandier 

1..  a 

"i'i'6 
a..  .. 

3G'J 
371 
373 

375 

AthelstaQ  .  i 

EussellTille 

BeirB  Landing 

41 

33  50 
19  00 
16  00 
11  50 

I  a  1 
2 ..  ,. 
1..  3 

377 

378 
379 

381 
384 

3e& 

40    19  0( 
42!  19  50 
IH      ^51) 
2I.V,     9  5(1 
57   28  00 

ja!  14  «j 

1  1- 
4  s  e 
I  1  1 
3  2  3 

Ilobert   E.  Lee 

E.   H.Cook 

Birmingham  Fraternal 

Trinity 

ia  2  6 
..  1-, 

NUfCB  OP  LODOEB. 


t8  Newlinrgh 

19  Vernon 

lOWeslhers 

II  North   Border 

a  Hickory  Flat 

«FalkvUle 

iSHaitMll 

IS  Haw  Uidge 

10  HaoceTille 

Ki  Green  HiU 

13  CbildetBbarg 

>6  Doric 

SPoodtowa 

.0  Helena. 

.1  Jemison 

.3  Amberson. 

.ISnlphnrSpringa 

SOak  Lev^ 

.7  Geonfe  Smith 

9  Hilton 

10  Bioniutawn 

!1  Cullman  Frnlemal .  ■ 
Q  Shorterville 

13  Clanton 

A  George  Wilson 

HBelgreen 

!9  Milo  Aberciombie, . 
10  Albertville 

14  Andalusia 

15  Ware 

16  Winston   Star 

17  Fort  Payne 

ISHeadlana 

19  Mount  Ternon. ..... 

lO  Forney 

:1  Laaker 

d  AnnistoD 

4  AUsborongb 


^    & 

.IM^> 

r  I-) 

H 

fi: 
II 

1    ^ 

3      3      . 

29*13  00 

1 

2 

33   30  50 

5   5(5 

3 

18   14  H 

2,  -.  , . 

2 

26   13  S( 

i-  ■    1 

4 

10     4  50 
S2   16  50 
20     7  50 

a  1 

1    2 

1 

17   12  5C 

1 

la   16  00 

2 

U     6  00. 

IB     9  50 

1 

9 

!7   16  Ofl 

•, 

33   14  6U 

1  < 

35   17  00 

1 

V 

3o!  13  50 

1 

7(i|  37  0( 

< 

3    V 

1    K 

1    1 

171    7  0< 

: 

V 

■J 

20,    8  0( 

5 

W    W 

32l  '28  0(  1 

H   -i 

321  15  5( 

^ 

3 

35,  30  5( 

4   11 

■;  » 

36 

1 

1 

ail  15  5t 

1 

[1  3 

251  13  U 

■t   1 

3C    14  5( 

24    11  5( 

1 

1 

3(    16  Of 

i  f. 

f    4 

1     1 

11      7  5( 

1 

34    16  5U 

!  i 

111 

li 

r     J 

!i   A 

14 

1 

V. 

2t 1 

11 

Vi    li 

4    1 

ffii 1 

I'll 

M     1 

1    1 

r. 

;  1 

1    !■ 

13 

3  ■? 

■J  a 

12 

.. 

..I  1 
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SUSPENDED  FOE  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 


MovLTON  No.  6.— Samuel  C.  Alexander,  Drury  W.  Bynnm,  William 
D.  Glenn,  George  W.  Hamilton,  William  D.  Irwin,  Edwin  M.  Leng- 
botbam,  Robert  C.  Montgomery,  Thomas  ^Masterson,  John  V.  Moore, 
George  W.  Pander,  Satterwbite  Shackelford,  James  M.  Watson,  Wil- 
liam 8.  E— yt 13. 

GiiiEAD  No.  9.— Elisha  Turnbow,  Jesse  R.  Bnrns,  John  G.  Williams, 
William  B.  Couch--4. 

Royal  Whitb  Habt  No.  10.— Hugh  H.  McGilvary,  Simon  P.  San- 
ders, Wiley  E.  Jones— 3. 

Athens  No.  16. — Albert  G.  Yarborough,  Octavius  B.  Hursey,  Wil- 
liam C.  McEniry,  Charles  W.  Owen,  Franklin  Pepper — 5. 

Geobob  Washington  No.  24.— Phillip  L.  Peters— 1. 

Dale  No.  25.— Isidore  Cohn,  Malcolm  McNeill,  Samuel  B.  Wood- 
son—3. 

LaFayette  No.  26. — Victoria  G.  Snedcor— 1. 

Rising  Sun  No  29.  —Hugh  L.  Bolen— 1. 

Washington  No.  36. — Henry  F.  Newson  —1. 

Mobile  No.  40. — Samuel  H.  Solomon — 1. 

LiYiNGSTON  No.  41. — Lewis  Parrent — 1. 

Habmony  No.  46. — Solon  A.  Welborn,  Joseph  Elias  Singer,  Louis 
Shoenfeld,  Arad  Lyman  Raleigh,  William  Eugene  Besson.  Charles  C. 
Robinson— 6. 

Union  No.  50. — Thomas  Hudson,  James  B.  Pegues— 2. 

New  Mabket  No.  52.— Francis  Wills,  John  W.  Summ«jrs— 2. 

Gbeening  No.  53.  — William  B.  Hakef — 1. 

Tboy  No.  56.— John  H.  Morgan,  James  L.  Lee,  John  E.  Graves,  A. 
S.  Bear,  H.  DoWitt  Boyd,  William  J.  Chancey,  Louis  Jackson — 7. 

Tompkinsville  No.  61.  — John  A.  Bragg -1. 

EuBEKA  No.  61.— William  Knight.  WUey  W.  Porterfield— 2. 

HowABD  No.  69. — James  Bruce  -1. 

Solomon  No.  74.— John  H.  Barnps,  William  J.  Brooks,  Robert  A. 
Bonds,  William  T.  Harris,  Robert  J.  Kellam,  Charles  Huckby,  John 
A.  Rachford,  James  M.  Newman,  George  H.  Black,  McClelland  Rach- 
ford,  Jesse  Mitchell,  Caleb  Dean,  Marcellus  McCarley,  William  G. 
Pearce-  14. 
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Cbozisb  No.  78. — Robert  T.  Johnson,  Robert  P.  Dufreece— 2. 

Mebidian  Sun  No.  88. — Daniel  B.  Edwards — 1. 

PRATTViLiiB  No.  89.— Isaac  H.  Ward— 1. 

Uknbt  No.  91. — James  M.  Calloway — 1. 

Danyuxe  No.  95.— Simeon  P.  Lovelady,  William  H.  Mayfield— 2. 

TucKABATCHEE  No.  96. — John  W.  Hays,  James  P.  Norris,  William 
Terry,  Arthur  L.  Foreman,  William  W.  Padgett— 5. 

LozAHATCHSE  No.  97. — Thomas  Stubbs,  James  Billingsley— 2. 

HABTWBiiii  No.  101. — John  Bagley— 1. 

Benson  No.  103. — Henry  0.  Jones,  Noah  W.  Foshe— 2. 

Good  Samabitan  No.  104.  —A.  W.  Smith,  John  R.  McCoy,  J.  T,  Tal- 
bot, George  W.  Knight — 4. 

Herman  No.  106. — Arthur  Owen— 1. 

Sylvan  No.  111. — Henry  L.  Wood— 1. 

Feux  No.  124.— Ariel  G.  Jordan,  Matthew  W.  Hall,  Henry  R.  Lev- 
erett — 3. 

MoBTiMEB  Reedeb  No.  126. — Samuel  A.  Richardson,  Whitfield  S. 
Bobinson,  Charles  H.  Burke,  John  M.  Thomas — 4. 

YoBKYTLLB  No.  131. — David  W.  Duncan,  Job  Janes,  John  T.  Mc- 
Shann,  Gideon  L.  Neal,  Andrew  J.  Pridmore,  Andrew  J.  Richardson, 
William  A,  Simpson — 7. 

Baldwin  No.  142, — Elansom  M.  Guy,  Jesse  A.  Eubanks— 2. 

Fbatebnitt  No.  145. — James  H.  Chamblee,  James  D.  Crump,  Ed- 
mund N.  Wood — 3. 

Cold  Water  No.  148  — David  E.  Monroe — 1. 

Maysville  No.  158 — Leroy  M,  Peavy,  Benjamin  W.  Brown— 2. 

Penick  No.  161. — Stephen  P.  Haynie,  Thomas  J.  Kent,  Daniel  C. 
Sheppard — 3. 

Fayetteville  Authentic  No.  163. — John  W.  Cooper,  Noah  C. 
Looney — 2. 

Elba  No.  170. — Travis  Bedsole,  Abijah  Windham  —2. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173 — George  F.  Moore,  John  J.  McCants,  Nor- 
ton S.  Perry,  Thomas  H.  Reynolds,  George  H.  Todd,  John  T.  Shan- 
ton-6. 

Abbbfoil  No.  181. — Hardie  C.  Wilcoxon,  George  M.  Rabon,  David 
C.  Nix,  Drtvid  E.  Nix~4. 

Mount  Eagle  No.  185. — John  C,  Meadows,  Thomas  J.  Hamlet,  John 
T.  Crenshaw— 3. 

Landmabk  No.  187. — John  A.  Coldin — 1. 

Hopewell  No.  193. — Joseph  A.  Mitchell,  Frank  M.  Barnett — 2. 

HiLLABEE  No.  197. — John  Saxou,  Addison  E.  Smith,  Drew  F.  Hoo- 
ten,  James  T.  Matthews,  John  William  Biiiley,  Thomas  J.  Wheeler — 6. 

KiLiOKB  No.  199. — William  H.  Lumpkin,  John  Buce— 2. 
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Helicon  No.  201. — Bobert  T.  Ghesser,  Everett  Davis,  Daniel  Mc- 
Neill, Thomas  C.  Tucker— 4. 

Marshall  No.  209.— William  F.  Chandler— 1. 

YoBK  No.  211.— William  Cobb,  James  G.  Scott,  James  Grace,  Wil. 
son  Shepherd,  Joseph  M.  Corry,  John  G.  Hutto,  Stephen  H.  Karsh, 
William  kL  Owen,  John  B.  Samner,  Jefferson  L.  Phillips,  Jonathan 
J.  Thomas,  John  H.  Hayes,  William  F.  Peterson — 13. 

BuiLDKBS  No.  215. — Tillman  Yanghn,  William  Thomas  Yanghn, 
William  8.  Gulpepper~3. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218— Thomas  M.  Bothwell,  George  W.  Wimfrie, 
James  H.  Leath,  William  H.  J.  Wester— 4. 

LiNEviLLK  No.  219.  —David  H.  Burroughs,  Franklin  M.  Dingier, 
Chesley  Driggers,  William  O.  Jenkins,  Henry  F.  Owen,  Joseph  W. 
Elder,  Henry  M.  McKay— 1. 

Newton  No.  224. — Aaron  S.  Davis,  Henry  L.  Narimore,  Thomas  G. 
Murphy,  James  £.  Beynolds,  John  J.  Rice— 5. 

Jamks  Pemn  No.  227.  — McKelvy  G.  Marsh,  William  H.  Maybin, 
Marcus  J.  Westmoreland— 3. 

Dallas  No.  22;^.- Wads  worth  Glardy,  Ellison  Miller,  Bobert  C- 
MiUer,  Joel  C.  Wade,  John  G.  Smith— 5. 

Duck  Spbino  No.  231.— Gabe  Hill,  James  Boden,  James  J.  Green, 
Marion  Noogin — 4. 

Sepuloa  No.  233  — Sherrod  Sims— 1. 

Faibmount  No.  238.— William  F.  Giles— 1. 

BowEN  No.  240. — James  P.  Morris,  Joseph  Fraser,  Jacob  F. 
Scott— 3. 

GoosA  No.  242. — Jatnes  F.  Humphries,  Alexander  A.  Tompson, 
John  8.  Law — 3. 

Bameb  No.  243.— George  G.  Long,  Thomas  J.  Wilkins,  Tristam  B. 
Walters,  WUliam  F.  Niblett,  WiUiam  A.  Maloy— 5. 

Dawson  No  244. — John  A.  Lansden— 1. 

Habrison  No.  246. — William  M.  Ellison,  William  O.  Carter,  Jeffer* 
son  P.  Garter,  William  Huggins,  James  ^L  Gibson — 5. 

NoBTH  PoBT  No.  252. — William  R.  Dodson,  Andrew  Gline,  William 
Johnson— 3. 

Talladega  No.  261. — James  G.  Nolen — 1. 

Mebidian  No.  265. — Jacob  W.  Battle,  William  W.  Darwin,  John 
Fisk,  John  G.  Giles,  William  D.  Humphrey,  James  H.  Humphrey, 
William  T.  Johnson,  Joseph  H.  King— 8. 

Pea  Riveb  No.  271. — Samuel  Harris,  John  Glower— 2. 

Clifton  No.  272. — William  Garmichael — 1. 

NoBTHEBN  No.  278.— Bichard  H.  Medlin,  WiUiam  P.  Jenkins- 2« 

Spbinovillb  No.  280. — George  S.  Grozier,  Felix  G.  Godsey— 2. 
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Geoboiana  Ko.  285— Levi  Bnrkett,  Charles  E.  Bruner,  Henry  J« 
Fagin,  Einsey  L.  Davis,  Pitt  M.  Smith ,  Wiley  H.  Lines,  Wilson  W. 
brooks,  William  6.  Brooks,  James  W.  Darby,  Valentine  Kirk- 
Patrick — 10. 

Clinton  No.  287.— Arthur  A.  Crews,  James  M.  Dixon,  Absalom 
Payne,  Burrel  Phillips— 4. 

GiLUtepnE  No.  290.— William  A.  Hyde,  Jasper  N.  Smith— 2. 

Wabhknton  No.  320.— James  W.  Fennell,  John  Hensley — 2. 

Pleasant  Hill  No.  321.— James  G.  Donaldson,  William  Powell— 2. 

Blue  Eye  No.  332.— James  B.  Wood,  Henry  W.  Truss,  Maximaa 
T.  W.  Christian,  John  T.  Truss,  James  V.  Hall,  John  Y.  Henderson, 
Jesse  T.  Vinson,  Robert  M.  King,  Arthur  T.  Wood,  Jamed  S.  Mead- 
ows, John  R.  Sims,  A.  W.  Lacy — 12. 

Nanafalia  No.  335. — Charles  C.  Johnston — 1. 

Johnson  No.  337. — Oliver  W.  Horn,  Charles  D.  Jordan— 2. 

Cleas  ObeKs  No.  340.  —  Marion  A.  Addison,  Joseph  H.  Halter,  Wil- 
liam L.  Hicks,  Peter  F.  McNutt— 4. 

PiKEYiLLE  No.  344. — John  B.  Young  Erasmus  A.  Mixon,  William  J. 
Martin,  Mills  O.  Young,  James  H.  Riley— 5. 

Echo  No.  845. — Newton  Outlaw,  Alexander  Spears,  David  T.  Ard, 
William  S.  Preston,  Paul  H.  Preston,  William  S.  Burgess,  George  W. 
Peacock,  Hillery  J.  Galloway,  Francis  J.  Marshall,  Jehu  Evans,  John 
0»  Word,  Richard  Brown,  John  W.  Preston,  Lewis  Brown,  John 
Biley,  Hanceford  D;  Price,  Snowden  S.  Kirkland,  Alexander  C*  Out^ 
law,  Moses  Woodbam,  Samuel  B/ Welch,  William  H.  Smith,  Philip 
B.  Spears,  James  B.  Gaines,  Ivey  Balkcom,  William  G.  Peacock— 25. 

fiuBTSBOBO  No.  346. — John  M.  King— 1. 

fisATON  No.  354. -—James  F.  M.  Key,  James  Couch,  James  H.  Ste- 
phens, Henry  C.  Boon — 4. 

RdTLEDGK  No.  357.— William  T.  Burgamy— 1. 

Babboub  No.  358. — -Isaac  D.  Geddie— 1. 

Pleasant  Scte  No.  364.— Elijah  P.  Gant— 1. 

Ohandleb  No.  367.— Calvin  M.  Wheeler — 1. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373 — Job Whisenhant— 1. 

Gainesville  No.  375.— Joseph  W.  Dunning — 1. 

Lake  Citt  No-  377. — Louis  Hurst,  Augustus  Stucky,  Augiistus 
Hutchinson— 3. 

BoBEBT  E.  Lee  No.  379.— James  E.  Cogburn,  John  H.  Gaston,  Wil- 
liam J.  Wasden  — 3. 

E.  H.  Cook  No.  381.— It  ell  H.  Tompkins— 1. 

BibminohaM  Fbatebnal  No.  384. — James  A.  McCain,  Benjamin  M. 
Hharrett,  Monroe  D.  Parker,  James  Shannon-  4. 
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Tbinttt  No.  386.— Zebolon  S.  Berry,  Thomas  J.  Williams,  Jasper 
N.  Wade,  Joseph  Bobinson — 4. 

Newbuboh  No.  388.— James  MoNair,  Clark  T.  Smith,  James  W. 
Fnrgerson,  William  W.  Vanderver — 4. 

Vebnon  No.  389. — Samuel  Houston  Hankins,  John  Thomas  Burrow, 
Samuel  Ward,  James  Barnes,  Frank  M.  Cash,  £dward  W.  Lawrence, 
Jesse  Jarriott  Brown,  James  Milton  Morton— 8. 

WuATHBBS  No.  390.— Wesley  F.  DeVaughn— 1. 

NoBTH  BoBDEB  No.  391.— Jerome  W.  Westmoreland — 1. 

HiCKOBT  Flat  No.  392. — Alexander  A.  Delaparie — 1. 

Uabtsxll  No.  398. — Thomas  J.  Simpson,  Thomas  J.  Hnckabee, 
Green  R  Wallace,  William  M.  McGaigh— 4. 

HANCEYiLiiB  No.  400. — Wiley  Thompson,  Edward  Lindsey,  William 
Conant,  James  A.  Montgomery,  William  H.  Mnsgroye,  Isaac  L. 
Jones— 6. 

Obekn  Hill  No.  402. — Edward  Myriok,  James  Britherick,  Gilford 
C.  Thigpen,  Wiley  A.  Harrison,  Thomas  B.  McMnrtry,  Martin  L. 
Harrison,  James  M.  Harrison,  Harris  B.  Bay,  Aaron  T.  demons,  Zioa 
P.  Swinea,  Frederic  M.  Price,  Geoige  W.  Thigpen,  Hugh  P. 
Davis— 13. 

PoMDTOwM  No.  409.— John  A.  Pate,  Joseph  Whitaker— 2. 

Helena  No.  410. — Josiah  Pledger — 1. 

Jbmison  No.  411.— Thomas  Cleckler,  Stephen  G.  WhaUey— 2. 

Ambebson  No.  412. — Louis  M.  Cotbran — 1. 

Oak  Level  No.  415. — Valentine  M.  Thackerson — 1. 

MiLO  Abebcbombib  No.  429. — Frederic  W.  Williama,  Samael  C. 
Cloud,  Lemuel  G.  Dawson — 3. 

Albcbtville  No.  430.— David  C.  Minor,  Charles  H.  Bi8hop^2. 
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Fabbab  No.  8. — Robert  A.  Terrell— 1. 

BoTAL  White  Habt  No.  10. — Jere  N.  WilliamB,  Norman  McCraney, 
George  W.  Little— 3. 

MoNTQOMEBT  No.  11. — Angustus  Davls,  Loais  Groldman— 2. 

Flobengs  No.  14. — 8.  B. ,  Jnmes  Kyle,  George  W.  Earsner, 

Lewis  G.  Hadson,  8.  L.  Grow,  William  Holland,  John  A.  Hant— 7. 

Dale  No.  26.— William  G.  Fail— 1. 

LaFatette  No.  26. — Volney  Boardman,  John  B.  Beid— 2. 

8elma  Fbatebnal  No.  27. — Gharles  G.  Eahne,  Robert  MoKee — 2. 

CouBTLAMD  No.  37.— Phil  Gilchri#,  John  Houston,  Andrew  J. 
Sykes,  Edward  Simmons— 4. 

Ltvinoston  No.  41.— William  Beggs,  Harry  R.  Fobs- 2. 

Gaston  No.  44. — Seth  Speight  Stanton — 1. 

Habmont  No.  46. — John  DuBose  Roqaemore,  Addison  Allen 
Walker— 2. 

New  Mabkbt  No.  52. — Joseph  M.  Brown,  George  H.  Britton,  Archie 
A.  Sneed — 3. 

Amttt  No.  54. — Thomas  B.  McKerall,  J.  MoKee  Gould,  Frank  H. 
Mundy,  John  Alley,  Edward  G.  Meredith — 5. 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55.— John  Gampbell — 1. 

Tbot  No.  56. — Urban  L.  Jones— 1. 

TnsKEOBE  No.  57. — Rasberry  E.  Goviogton — 1. 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67.— Howell  G.  Bullock,  Elijah  J.  Humphreys, 
Nathaniel  Jeffries,  William  Martin,  William  G.  Sager,  Gharles  P. 
8parrenberger— 6. 

HowABD  No.  69.     George  H.  Discher,  William  G.  Gaynor — 2. 

Centbal  No.  70. — James  Lucas,  John  H.  Gakes,  Henry  Backus 
James  M.  Reynolds,  John  W.  Grim— 5. 

Wilcox  No.  80. — James  A.  Monk— 1. 

Fbiendship  No.  83. — DeWitt  G.  Logan— 1. 

Ebophotic  No.  84. — Burrell  R.  Bradley — 1. 

Mebidian  Sun  No.  88.— John  T.  Bender— 1. 

Pfistbb  No.  90.— William  Gamble — 1. 

Danyiujb  No.  95. — Glaiborne  A.  G.  Jones,  George  W.  Roberts — 2. 

Jx>zahatchss  No.  97. — Weldon  P.  Hughes^  John  MoGoogan,  John 
Bay,  Robert  E.  Lewis --4. 
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FuLtoN  No.  98. — James  B.  Kennedy— 1. 

Benson  No.  103.  -M.  F.  Fuller— 1. 

Sylvan  No.  111. — John  Skates— 1« 

DeKalb  No.  116.— Silas  P.  Dobbs,  Francis  H.  Standifer,  William 
McNaran,  Cyrus  P.  Clayton,  Jonathan  Culver— 5. 

Notasulqa  No.  119. — John  W.  King— 1. 

Columbia  No.  135. — Willy  Williams,  Benjamin  J.  Chitty — 2. 

Shelby  No.  140.— Samuel  B.  Roper,  David  W.  Evans— 2. 

Burleson  No.  143. — Jasper  Davis — 1. 

Fbatkbnity  No.  145. — Joseph  D.  James — 1. 

RoDOEBsviLLE  No.   147.— William  BL   Grigsby,  William  E.  Hara' 
way— 2. 

Maysville  No.   158. — Green  A.   McMullen,   Thomas  B.   Lawler^ 
Kible  P.  Oaniel— 3. 

Elba  No.  170.— Charles,  S.  Lee,  Alvin  R.  May— 2. 

Mount  Eagle  No.  185. — William  H.  Stone— 1. 

Catawla  No.  186. — James  F.  Reed— 1. 

Clintonville  No.  188. — Edmund  Batchelor,  Elisha  Folsom— 2. 

Chattahoochee  No.  192. — Benjamin  Fitzpatrick — 1. 

KilioeeNo.  199. — William  G.  Cousins— 1. 

Pbttusville  No.  207.— Joab  C.  Malone,  Isham  C.  Vaughan — 2. 

MABSHAiiL  No.  209. — Andrew  J.  Baker — 1. 

BuiLDRBs  No.  215. — Thomas  M.  Riser,  Francis  Beckham — 2. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218. — Samuel  Roberts — 1. 

Westebn  Stab  No.  222.— WiUiam  H.  Moody— 1. 

Sandy  RidobNo.  223. — Samuel  J.  Pettus.  John  M.  Stevens — 2. 

Newton  No.  224.— Robert  W.  Wyn,  James  S.  Edwards— 2. 

Louisville  No.  225. — Malcom  Gillis — 2. 

Bexab  No.  230.— Kimbro  T.  Brown— 1. 

Duck  Spbino  No.  231. — Martin  Francis  Scott,  Samuel  Bums— 2. 

Coosa  No.  242.— Joel  GuUedge— 1. 

Habbison  No.  246. — Benjamin  P.  Finlay — 1. 

Camp  Cbeek  No.  251. — John  W.  Trainum— 1. 

Gaylesville  No.  256. — Charles  M.  Bell,  Simeon  J.  Kelley — 2. 

Walnut  Grove  No.  264. — Elias  R.  Bynum— 1. 

Pea  Riveb  No.  271.— John  T.  Wilkins,  George  A.  Winslow,  Daniel 
Kiser— 3. 

Labkinsville  No.  277. — Andrew  J.  Harper,  Burrel  W.  Smart — 2. 

NoBTHEN  No.  278.— Thomas  M.  Fennell,  Lazarus  H.  Vann — 2. 

Sprin(;vilt.e  No.  280  —Martin  V.  Allison,  David  A.  Aderholt— 2. 

Walkzb  No.  286. — Kinchen  Gamble,  John  Gamble,  Thomas  J. 
Gamble,  James  Gamble,  Redin  Sitton,  Alfred  Sandlin,  Eli  Henson, 
WiUiam  Sapp— 8. 
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NoBBis  No.  301.— William  B.  Amos— 1. 

ZioN  No.  304.— Calvin  Bishop,  James  W.  Ballard,  Charles  S.  Cop- 
erill,  James  L.  McGaha,  Thomas  J.  Gann,  John  T.  Hodges — 6. 

Ckmtbal  City  No.  305. — Samuel  J.  Howard,  Joseph  P.  Ferguson, 
Isaac  A.  McMillan — 3. 

JoNEHBOBO  No.  315. — Thomas  H.  Owen — 1. 

Holly  Gbovb  No.  323.— Scott  Peters— 1. 

Johnson  No.  337. — John  D.  Chapman — 1. 

PiKEYiLLB  No.  344. — James  M.  Hall— 1. 

Van  Bubsn  No.  345. — Silas  P.  Andrews— 1. 

ScoTTSBOBO  No  359. — Ambrosial  L.  Precise — 1. 

Bussbllvillb  No.  371. — Henry  A.  Malone— 1. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373. — Joseph  Snell — 1. 

Wbooufka  No.  378.— Robert  E.  King— 1. 

BoBBBT  E.  Lkx  No.  379.— James  I.  Bizzell,  Isaac  Knowlls— 2. 

BiBMZNOHAM  Fbatxbnal  No.  384. — Bichard  B.  Beasley,  James  E. 
Havkins,  John  Ellard,  James  B.  Fonville — 4. 

Wbathsbs  No.  390. — John  N.  Moore— 1. 

NoBTH  BoBDEB  No.  391 . —Alexander  Bidgeway,  Bobert  L.  Pugh, 
William  Wright— 3. 

FalkvilLe  No.  396.— George  W.  Mayhall— 1. 

DoBic  No.  406.— John  F.  Wordsworth— 1. 

PoNDTOwN  No.  409. — Alsey  B.  Hathaway — 1. 

Cullman  Fbatebnal  No.  421.— William  J.  Dunn,  Tilmon  Powell, 
Henry  L.  Wharton — 3. 

Clanton  No.  423.— James  M.  Stanfield— 1 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


James  F.  Echols,  Sept.  5 Farrar No.      8 

Williiiin  J.  Segors ) 

John  R.  Boone VTroy *•     56 

Coleman  N.  Carpenter ) 

William  M.  Taylor HartweU  

Jacob  Sharp Jonesboro 

John  F.  bush liutledge 

John  T.  Samner Barbonr 

Thomas  J.  Mcknight  Jr Athclstan 

Thomas  J.  Moody Santa  Creek 

Lewis  P.  Leonard Holena 

C.  Aognstos  Gamble Headland 


101 
315 
357 
358 
369 
376 
410 
438 


EXPELLED. 


Lewis  M.  Betters Social No.    63 

Cloud  T.  Barton Sylvan •*  111 

Daniel  C.  Sheppard Penick *'  161 

George  W.  Gunter Clintonville "188 

Thomas  W.  Meriwether Hopewell *«  193 

Jacob  Nelson Weogufka ••  378 

William  H.  Murphy Doric "406 

James  H.  FuUei Ware , "  435 
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1884. 

AT  REFRESHMENT  ABOVE. 


<( 


David  P.  Lewis,  July  3—64  years  

Joseph ns  8.  Erwin,  Sept  29—46  years.  }■  Helion No 

James  Hamilton,  Nov.  12—64  years 

Robert  T,  Nabors 

William  H.  Thomas ^  Rising  Virtue 

Eli  Tower,  Nov.  1 

James  H.  McDonald,  April  17 Monlton ** 

Richard  0.  Dickinson •. Macon .• ** 

William  F.  McElroy,  Jan.  7 {  v^^^^  cc 

Simeon  J.  Eskew,  July  17 ^  i?arrar 

McCullom  Bell,  July  16 Royal  White  Heart.  " 

James  Vincent,  Nov.  12 Montgomery ** 

Julius  B.  Letten,  Juno  15 — 45  years. . . .     Florence^ " 

Andrew  J.  Reed,  Dec.  3.  1883 | 

John  A.  Tillman,  Aug.  8 >  Athens ** 

Samuel  H.  Rnsenan,  Oct.  6 ) 

Jasper  Fason,  Sept.  6 Q«orge  Washington.  " 

Joseph  H.  Bonner,  June  20 |  j^  ,  „ 

Matthew  William  Thomas.  March  21   . .  j  ^^^ 

John  Cocke  SenV,  April  20 i  t  ^FavettP 

WiUiam  C.  Burton,  July  11 f  ^"^  ^^^^^ 

Blackgrove  T.  Maxey,  Jan  13 ) 

Andrew  Rankin,  May  3 >  Selma  Fraternal 

Gabriel  Sterne,  May  2 ) 

James  McGaughy : .     Washington 

'Charles  A.  Sedberry,  Nov.  20,  1883  ....  J  w^f«r,.^ir. 

Isaac  W.  Suttle,  June  7 \  >vetumpjLa 

Sigmund  Vogel,  Dec.  4,  1883 ) 

Benjamin  B.  Cox,  Dec.  16,  1883 VMobile " 

Joseph  C.  Bancroft,  May  26 ) 

Robert  D.  Fellows,  Julv  24  —45  years . .     Livingston ** 

John  M.  Buwdon,  March  14,  1883 [  Wurmonv  " 

Marks  Asher,  Sept.  3,  1883 f  "'^rmony 

Reuben  A.  Espey,  Aug.  27 Demopolis «' 

Othniel  Rice,  April  16 New  Market " 

John  Alley,  Dec.  13,  1883 (  ... 

Joseph  W.  Hall,  Sept.  3,  1883 s        ^ 

Urban  L.  Jones,  Sept  25—63  years Troy 

Aquilla  R.  Trott  Jr.,  March  3 ) 

Alexander  Neil,  Sept.  28 [-Benton 

John  W.  Robinson,  Nov.  2  ) 

Charles  Stewart  Ward,  April  11—59  yr's    Tompkins ville 


« 

<< 


<< 
(< 

«< 

<< 
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William  O.  Bnldwirf,  Nov  27 ) 

Richard  H.  Powell,  Oct.  15 >  Saint  Johns No.  62 

James  F.  Googer,  Dec.  12,  1883 ) 

Henry  Etheridge,  July  2.5 [  Fnrpka                          "  64 

John  T.  Newcomer,  August  14 \  Ji^ureKa xa 

Thomas  Norris,  Jan.  29-77  years i  tt„^  ^  ,^„  c;^„«,r        ««  tfj 

James  W.  Beck,  March  20-64  years. . .  }  Hampden  Sidney. . .  "  67 

David  W.  Carter,  August  9 Wilcox *•  80 

John  H.  Cowie |  ,:,       .    ..       '               .,  o* 

William  H.  Dunn [  Erophotic 84 

James  A.  Wood,  Dec.  29, 1883—56  years    Meridian  Sun «'  88 

William  8.  W.  Hayes,  Dec.  13,  lfc83. . . .     Plister **  90 

Eli  Frost,  June  15 Lozahatchee **  97 

Benjamin  T.  Garrett,  Aug.  2 Fulton «*  98 

Edward  Levy,  Oct.  21 — 41  yearn.         . .     New  Berne **  102 

William  Blackman,  April  20—79  years. .     Good  Samaritan "  104 

James  Cockrell,  Feb.  2 Hermon "  106 

Robert  N.  Kirk,  Dec.  12,  1883—50  years  ) 

WUey  Slaughter,  Jan.  15—70  years V  Forest  HilL •*  110 

W.  Jasper  Rollings  worth,  June  15 — 45y  ) 

Jerry  M.  Jack;  Feb.  10 I  tx^i^-^"                          ««  ,*« 

William  P.  Clayton,  August  23 f  ^^KaiD lib 

Milos  C.  Shields,  May  20 Felix *«  124 

James  E.  Jones,  Dec.  1,  1883 Mortimer  Reeder. . .  •*  126 

Andrew  Horn,  Sept.  28,  1883 | 

Johnston  F.  Martin iBolivar                         "  127 

Alexander  Brown,  Nov.  1,  1883 j- uouvar i^/ 

William  Washington J 

Joseph  W.  C.  Bell,  Jan.  10—35  years. . .  *  V/M-t^ni^                      •<  iqi 

Jefferson  P.  Love,  Nov.  8-77  years. . . .  f  ^^rKvuie IJI 

John  Nappier.  Jan.  26—58  years  19  days  [  p^i,,^!,:^                    „  loc 

James  H.  Baine,  Apr.  19—44  y'rs  30  days  \  ^^^'"Dia 160 

Josiah  Winfield  Hicks,  June  7—33  years  1  tt_;a_,                            ««  toa 

Allen  Mcintosh.  Oct.  13-65  years f  ^^^y Wb 

Samuel  B.  Roper,  May  23 Shelby "  140 

McFee  G.  Howie,  March  28 )  Rflth^l                          "  141 

Samuel  W.  Harlan,  March  28,  53  years.  (  ^®^"^ .•  •  •    •  ^^ 

iTenr^SNov.-a: : ; : ::::::::::( ^'^'^^^'^ "  ^^ 

Charles  Bedingfield,  Feb.  20 Rodgersville "  147 

E/K^sfi^sl^-.":::::::::;::  \^'^  ^^'^ "  i« 

James  M.  McNeil,  October Monroeville **  153 

Samuel  W.  Sanford,  Dec.  31,  1883 Maysville **  158 

Hilliard  J.  Thrash,  Nov.  17,  1883 [  p^^.vv                          ««  iui 

Robert  Bullard,  Oct.  13 f  reniCK ibl 

William  M.  Drinkard,  Oct.  13,  1884. . . .     Sumter "  166 

Joseph  E.  Albritton,  Sept.  13 Elba *«  170 

Davd  BaUard,  Dec .  15   1883-90  years. .  )  FeUowship "  172 

Jackson  Hicks,  Nov.  3—58  years f        «»To*"t^  * •« 

James  Davidson,  Jan.  6 1 

Charles  J   Watson,  June  4 ....        I  ^^      j  ^ 

Francis  L.  Wadsworth,  August  15 \  ««»v,n.ov/iA  ... 

William  Teat,  Sept.  16  J 

Washington  Drinkard,  Jan.  18 Desotoville <*  178 
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&d ^Hn^ntlnrS. "'•  ''^.: i i i i  f  ^°-*  ^'^ ^"^  ^«^ 

William  L.  Canant,  Feb.  23 HUlabee ««  197 

^hu  Jones,  July  U...   I  Helicon "  201 

Washington  Warner,  July f 

Samuel  E.  Cooner,  Aug.  26 York "  211 

Benjamin  F.  Nioholls Builders "  215 

i^oXwkX^aKnlv:::::::::::  }«-»•- -  ^w 

William  H.  Moody,  Sept.  — Western  Star. "  222 

Bichard  A.  Ramsey,  March  9 Newton "  224 

Eli  Horn,  March  9 James  Penn «*  227 

George  W.  Golightly,  Nov.  10 Dallas "  228 

Sandjr  B.  Riggans,  June  8 Bexar "  230 

Martin  C.  Waldrop,  Doc.  6,  1882 |  t^„^i,  a^^^„               it  oqi 

Jacob  H.  Griffith,  May  10, 1883 [  ^^^^  ^pnng 231 

Bfjuben  Stinson,  Oct.  25 Sepulga "  233 

Wade  H.  Blackman,  Dec.  24,  '83-39  y'rs  )  «^_„                         .,  „^ 

Joshua  J.  Grace,  Sept.  2-46  years \  ^°^®^ ^'^ 

Pleasant  W.  Spear,  May  21  -70  years. .     Ramer "  243 

Franklin  H.  Ansley,  April )  T^^^aon                        "  244 

Uriah  H.  Cook,  May  15 ^  i^awson 244 

Daniel  S.  Warren,  April  4—54  years  . . .     Harrison. .' **  246 

William  A.  Lindsey,  Feb.  4. ) 

James  H.  Fair,  May  18 \  North  Port **  252 

William  Findley,  July  5 ) 

John  L  Stewart,  Sept.  8—46  years Rose  Hill "  253 

Lewis  H.  Keeton,  Oct.  20  .    \  -p,^.                             ..  okt 

Wyatt  D.  Cheatham,  Feb.  18 [  ^^^^ ^^^ 

WUliam  Watson,  May  25 [  ^^11-^1^                       .,  ofiO 

MylesRyon,  Aug.  20 ^  Ueliviiie l^ 

?^t^^r'i5;K^P'^^^'n^^ao WahiutGrove •'  264 

Jackson  T.  Thompson,  Dec.  29 |      »*^«i»v**t^To *,xn 

William  M.  Roper,  Dec.  8,  1883 Meridian "  265 

William  Madison  Ferrell,  Mar.  11 — 75yrs|^ .  -d,           .          ..  ^00 

Thos.  Cassandria  English.  June  2-65  y  [  ^^"^^  Pleasant. ..."  266 

Thomas  H.  Barge,  May  14 Butler  Springs "  270 

Martin  E.  Tubbs,  Nov.  1 Frankfort *«  275 

William  Moon,  Jan.  1 J 

Joseph  W.  Grayson,  May  6 >  Northern "  278 

Levi  Hinds,  July  13 ) 

Joseph  B.  Dennis,  Oct Charles  Baskerville .  "  281 

James  S.  Burch,  July  4 Georgiana **  285 

Richard  M.  Morrow,  Sept.  14 ] 

Samuel  Howard,  Jan.  29 nentrftl                         "  SO*? 

Joseph  P.  Ferguson,  June  27 ^  central 3U5 

Kaufman  Borg,  Sept.  21 

L'crA^^rB?At?5V::::;::::::::(''--^- "  3^5 

Pinkney  M.  Scott,  Oct.  11 Warrenton **  320 

Henry  C.  Rutherford,  May  4 Viola "  324 

I^VB.SS':ne'2"6' '•::;::::;:::  |^-«-<» "  330 

Rial  H.  Webb,  July  30 Blue  Eye ,...."  332 
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Levi  G.  Javroe,  May ) 

Eli  N.  Ford,  Oct.  24 V  Johnson No.  337 

John  D.  Chapman,  March  11 ) 

iSe'lkn'Ser^r(^"4n.yniyi:::::::: \^r^-^^- "  ^ 

John  Noles,  Feb.  19 aear  Creek "    340 

Mark  A.  Cooke,  Deo.  6,  1883 )  Ozark  **    849 

James  H.  Garner,  Jan.  8 |  

Renben  G.  Cole,  Nov.  12 Heaton "    364 

Richard  Roberts,  Dec.  10 Van  Bnren ««    366 

K^Sr.Se%';fet!'::;:;:::;lHo-ton «  » 

S^^d^S^X-ab::::::::::::::::: (««*-> "  «• 

Willinm  A.  Stewart,  Nov.  5 Cross  Plains ,.  *« 


Isaiah  Tolbert,  Oct.  18 {  T>^\Va  T^nHin<y           ««•  9fft 

WiUi-T.  B-^,  Nov.  1 fBeUsLanding 873 

Franklin  P.  Snedecor,  March  4—52  y'rs    Gainesville "  875 

James  Moody,  Nov.  1883 SautaCreek "  87i 

John  A.  Sears,  Jan.  13—72  years )  WAnrnifka                   "  MH 

Thomas  S.  McDonald,  Feb.  4-47  years  (  w®o«^^^ ^^ 

Jo\t?:*k"^MnMo.!1;;;; ::::::[  Blnn-ghamPraternal  "  884 

w1S«.&uiS/ii??9:::::::  [^-^y- "  "»• 

John  J.  Coggin,  June  11 Falkville "  396 

Peter  S.  Reynolds,  June  1—54  years. . .     Doric "  406 

Robert  L.  Parker,  Oct.  30 Helena "  410 

Robert  L  Hill,  Sept.  18 Jemison "  411 

Owen  Franklin,  Feb.  29—58  years George  Smith "  417 

John  A.  Hnckabee,  August  3 Cullman  Fraternal  .  "  431 

Charles  C.  Bloodworth,  Feb.  26 George  Wilson ««  434 

Stephen  Hamilton,  July  22  Milo  Abercrombie . .  **  439 

William  A.  Cobb,  June  7— 55y,  2  m,  10  d    Andalusia "  4S4 

George  W.  Hughes,  July  17 Forney "  440 


{* 


LODGES  DELINQLENT  IN  1884 


M-  BBPBBSKISt  ATIOS . 


Qeotse  WaBhingtoti 

We. 

Marengo. 

'      24 
'      25 

'      28 
'      37 
'      42 

■  43 

*  « 

*  53 
'      55 

■  68 
'      76 
'      90 

■  93 
'    104 
'    110 

*  116 
'    123 

*  125 

■  127 
'     129 
'     136 
'     144 
'    147 
'    149 
'    151 

*  155 
'    166 

■  168 
'    178 

■  180 
'    188 

■  203 
'    207 
'    212 

■  221 
'    222 
'    225 

*  226 
'    228 
'    240 
'    345 

QaTlesville * 

Highland ' 

St"'::::;;;;:::::;:: 

CiUlott ■ 

Daviston ' 

Gillespie ' 

FortDepOBit ' 

Blue  Eye ' 

Oliver ■ 

NitDafalia.-. ' 

HoUej 

Anboro 

Pflstw  

R<«*fan ■ 

wIlsoQ -Williams ' 

DeKalb 

Hemdon 

Newtonville ' 

T,>KnCraok ' 

Chester ' 

folim 

S*«e™ 

f nity                .      , . 

IWeTiUe 

KuBBellTiUe ' 

Ohatchee ■ 

Trinity .   ' 

^^ 

Mount  HUUsrd 

Childeniburg ■ 

CUedMiB . 

j«uer.........;::;;::;;. 

PettDsviUe 

J«tMni 

Hillaboro ' 

Hinh  Shoals ' 

SnlphnrSpring ' 

Williamsbarg ' 

ShorterriUe ' 

AlbertriUe ' 

8teel's  Station ' 

OsUm.     

JdJuKyiie 
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FOB   NON 

George  Washington No. 

Marengo " 

Hiram ** 

Leighton ** 

Holsey ** 

Aubom ** 

Sawyer ** 

Good  Samaritan ** 

DeKalb ** 

Havana ** 

Hemdon " 

Geneva ** 

DnleviUe " 

Chambers " 

Nixbnrg ** 

Eastaboga '* 

Moant  Hope ** 

Monnt  Hilliard. " 

VaUey ** 

Putnam ** 

Santa  Fe    " 

John  Payne " 

Cropwcll ** 

Lawrence *  * 

Gaylesville " 

FOB  NOT 

Marengo No. 

Hiram ** 

Leighton *' 

Holsey ** 

Auburn " 

Sawyer ** 

Havana ** 

Herndon ** 

Geneva  . ** 

Chambers ** 

Nixburg ** 

Eastaboga " 

Mount  Hope       ** 

Mount  Hilliard ** 

Valley '* 

Putnam '* 

Santa  Fe ** 

John  Payne ** 

Cropwell ** 

Lawrence " 

Highland ** 

CHABTEBS 

Mount  Jefferson No. 

BellefoDte ** 

Perryville " 

Loachapoka ** 

Mount  Jefferson ** 

Clopton " 


Highland No.  262 


Daviston ** 

Fort  Deposit " 

Oliver •« 


Albert  Pike "    339 

Reagan 
Sipsey 


-PAYMENT   OF  DUES. 

24 

28 

42 

43 

68 

76 

93 
104 
116 
123 
125 
129 
144 
149 
154 
1551 
168 
180  i 
2031 
212: 
226 
245! 
247 
248 
256 


283 

291 
334 


<< 


** 


341 
350 

Rock  Mills •*    353 

Newtonville "    360 

Town  Creek *•    361 

Chester "    363 

PleasantSite "    364 


Cotaco " 

Ohatchee " 

Valley  Head " 

Black  Oak . .  " 

North  River ** 

Hillsboro " 

High  Shoals  . . . 
Sulphur  Spring 
Williamsburg 


Si 


it 


.( 


366 
380 
394 
397 

407 
408 
413 
414 
416 


Daniel  Pratt **    426 

Steel's  Station "    432 

BranchvUle "    433 


it 


a 


it 


MAKING   BETUBNS. 

28 

42 

43 

68 

76 

93 
123 
125 
129 
149 
154 
155 
168 
180 
203 
212 
226 
245 
247 
248 
262 

FOBFEITED  IN   1884. 

51  •  Manning  Spring No.  204 

82iWindCreek "    267 

117  I  Ashland "    356 

133  !  Bell's  Landing "    373 

152  I  Hoboken "    404 

171 


Fort  Deposit 

Oliver * 

Albert  Pike * 

Reagan  

Sipsey 

Rock  Mills «* 

Newtonville ** 

Town  Creek " 

Chester «* 

Ohatchee " 

Valley  Head «* 

Black  Oak •* 

North  River ** 

Hillsboro ** 

High  Shoals «« 

Williamsburg ** 

Daniel  Pratt ** 

Steel's  Station .*• 

Branchville " 


1884.]  APPENDIX.  203 


liODOSS  BKIN8TATKD. 


FredoDia. No.    79 

Danville «*      95 


Larkinsville No.  277 

Zion "    304 


POBFETIKD,  SKVOKED,  AND  CONBOLIDATKD. 

Numbers  2,  5,  12.  13,  16,  17,  18.  19,  20, 21,  23,  30,  32.  33,  34,  35,  38, 
45,  47,  48,  51,  58,  60,  66,  73,  77,  79,  81,  82,  85,  86,  87,  92,  94,  99,  100, 
107, 109,  112,  113,  114.  115,  117,  118,  121,  122,  123,  128, 130,  132,  133, 
137, 138,  139,  150,  152,  156,  157,  169,  160,  164,  165,  167, 169,  171,  174, 
175, 177,  179,  182.  183,  184,  194,  195,  196,  202.  204,  205,  206,  210,  213, 
214,  216,  217,  220,  229,  232,  234,  237,  239,  241,  249,  255,  268,  269,  263, 
«J7,  268,  269,  273,  274,  276,  279,  282,  284,  288,  289,  308,  816,  317,  318, 
329,  325,  326,  327,  328,  329,  333,  336,  342.  343,  347,  352,  366,  362,  370, 
372,  374,  382,  383,  385,  387,  393,  395,  401,  404,  405,  418,  425,  427, 
431-141. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented 

Lodges  represented  by  Masters  or  other  officers 

Lodges  represented  by  Proxies  only 

Bepresentatives  that  were  present 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Gommanication 7, 

Estimate  of  members  not  reported 

Dues  received  at  this  Grand  Gommanication $3, 

Lodges  that  made  Betarns 

Lodges  that  made  no  Betarns 

Lodges  that  paid  their  Dnes 

Lodges  that  did  not  pay  their  Dnes 

Lodges  ander  Dispensation — not  owing  Daes. 

Charters  forfeited  in  1884 

Lodges  reinstated  in  1884 

WoBK  OF  THX  Yeab  1884. 

Number  Initiated 

Number  Passed. 

Number  Baised 

Number  Affiliated 

Number  Bejectod 

Number  Dimitted 

Number  that  Died 

Number  Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 

Number  Expelled i 

Number  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 

Number  Beinstated 


REGISTER  OF  LODGES. 


•J 
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MEMOEANDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OP  ALABAMA. 

William  DwiohtWadswobth.  ifo/Uj/omm/ Arkansas. 

Brazil. 

Stephen  H.  Beasley Montgomery British  Golambia. 

Montgomery Canada. 

RoBEBT  D.  Webb,  M.  D Livingston District  of  Columbia. 

Gkobge  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D Xew  Market England. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H.  Johnson,  M.  D Ttdladega Georgia. 

MTLEsJEFFEBsoNGBEENE,M.DTai2a^/e^a Greece. 

John  Gideon  Habbis Livingston Idaho. 

Daniel  Saybb    Montgomery Illinois. 

Hbnbt  Clay  Abmstbonq MonJUjomery Indian  Territory. 

^ — Indiana. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Iowa. 

William  A.  0*Haba,  M.  D  . . .  HarpersviUe Ireland. 

Italy. 

Kansas. 

Daniel  Saybe Monf^jomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Luckie,  M.  D Birmingluim Maine. 

Joel  White Montgomery Maryland. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile Michigan. 

: Minnesota. 

• Mississippi. 

Daniel  Saybb Montgomery Missouri. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile New  Mexico. 

New  Jersey. 

Henby  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery New  York. 

William  Theodobe  Atkins.  . .  Selma .New  South  Wales. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D New  Market North  Carohna. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel  Sa ybr  Montgomery Oregon. 

• Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas  Stallwobth Evergreen Peru. 

Opelika Prince  Edward  Island 

Hobatio  C.  Gbayson  Cliodaw  (hrner. . .  Rhode  Island. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis New  Market Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cboss.   Selma Texas. 

Daniel  Sbcith Mobile Vermont. 

Mot)ile West  Virginia. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Wisconsin. 
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MEMOEANDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA  NEAB 

OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

Arkansas. 


Pedro  Antonio  Gomez Rio  Janeiro Brazil. 

Samuel  B.  Harman  . .    Toronto Canada. 

Alexander  Alford  Green.  . .  Victoria BritiRh  Columbia. 

Phillip  H.  Hooe Washington District  of  Colnmbia. 

Brackstone  Baker lAfndon England. 

George  F.  Baltzell Mariana Florida. 

William  A.  Love,  M.  D Atlanta Georgia. 

Alexand'rP.  Alexandropulos Greece. 

Charles  P.  Bilderback Boise  City Idaho. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon Illinois. 

Joseph  S.  Murrow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Martin  H.  Rice Indianapolis Indiana. 

OziAs  P.  AVaters  Mus(iatine Iowa. 

Francis  Quinn Dnblin Ireland.  * 

Thomas  J.  Anderson Topeka Kansas. 

Kentnckv. 

Samuel  M.  Todd Xeir  Orleans Lonisiana. 

JosiAH  H.  Drummond Portland Maine. 

William  M.  Isaac Baltimore Maryland. 

Jose  Manual  Munoz Vera  Oruz Mexico. 

Arthur  M.  Clark Lexington Michigan. 

Richard  A.  Jones littchester Minnesota. 

Frank  Burkitt Okoloua Mississippi. 

James  E.  Cadle (■hiUicoOie Missouri. 

James  W.  Chadduck Neftraska  City. . .  .Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead.  . .  Xeicark New  Jersey. 

David  J.  Miller Santa  Fe New  Mexico. 

Daniel  T.  Walden Keir  York New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh North  Carolina. 

Nova  Scotia. 

James  R.  Bailey ijrrvalUs Oregon. 

Richard  Vaux Philadelphia. ....  .Pennsylvania. 

HernanoJustiniano  Cabrera  Lima Peru. 

Donald  Darrach Kensinrfon Prince  Edward  Island 

Daniel  Thomas Sherffrooke Quebec. 

D WIGHT  R.  Adams Onlrexille Rhode  Island. 

William  T.  Randle yashrille Tennessee. 

He  <ry  M.  Smith Rutland Vermont. 

GEORCiE  Irvine Whefling West  Virginia. 

Philo  a.  Orton Darlington Wisconsin. 


•No.  1  Mount  Street,  Crescent. 


J884.]  APPENDIX.  215 


GRAND  SECRETAEIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS, 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Bock. 

2.  California Alexander  Giirdon  Abell ....  San  Francisco. 

3.  Colorado Edward  C.  Parmeleo Georgetown. 

4.  Connecticut Joseph  K.  "NVheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  S.  Hayes Wilmington. 

0.  District  of  Columbia.  William  Keynolds  Singleton .  Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt Clinton  Dawkins . . .  .Jacksonville. 

8.  Georgia James  Emmetl  Blackshear . .  Macon. 

y.  IlUnois Loyal  Levi  Munn Freeport. 

10.  Indiana William  H.  Smythe Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa Theodore  Sutton  Parvin Iowa  City. 

12.  Kanosa. John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte. 

13.  Kentucky Hiram  Bassett Louisville. 

14.  Louisiana Jos.  Cunningham  Batchelor  New  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  H.  Modairy Baltimore. 

17.  Massachusetts Sereno  D.  Nickerson Boston. 

18.  Michigan William  Power  Innes Detroit. 

19.  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Paul. 

20.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  D.  Viueil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  Robert  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Nevada John  Dempster  Hammond . .  Carson. 

24.  New  Hampshire George  Perley  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey, Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton. 

26.  New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Douald  W.  Bain Raleigh. 

28.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

29.  Oregon Frelon  J.  Babcock Salem. 

30.  Pennsylvania. Michael  Nisbet Philadelphia, 

31.  Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 

33.  Tennessee John  Frizzell Nashville. 

M,  Texas George  H.  Bringhurst Houston. 
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35.  Vermont William  H.  Boot Burlington. 

36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isaacs Richmond. 

37.  Wtst  Virginia Odell  Siguier  Long Wheeling. 

38.  Wisconsin John  W.  Laflin Milwankie. 

39.  Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Bon  Homme. 

40.  Idaho Jonas  W.  Brown Boise  City. 

41.  Montano Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico David  J.  Miller Santa  Fe. 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milburne  Reed.       .Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming John  H.  Symons Laramie  City. 

46.  Arizona George  James  Roskruge Tuosou. 

47.  Indian  Territory Joseph  S.  Murrow Atoka. 

48.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont. 

49.  New  Brunswick Edwin  J.  Wetmore Saint  John. 

60.  Nova  Scotia George  T.  Smithers Halifax. 

5L  Quebec  John  HeMer  Isaacson MontreaL 

52.  British  Columbia. .  .Alexander  Roland  Milne Victoria. 

53.  Manitoba William  G.  Scott Winnipeg. 

54.  Ontario James  Reith Luthur. 

55.  PrinceEdwardlslandGeorge  W.  Wakeford Charlottetown. 

66.  England* Shad  well  Henry  Clerke London. 

57.  Ireland Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep. . .  .Dublin. 

58.  Scotland David  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh. 

69.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeAmaral Rio  Janeiro. 

60.  Chili Jose  Maldouado Valparaiso. 

6L  Peru J.  Arturio  Ego-Aguirre,  M.  D.Lima. 

62.  Spain Francisco  Conde Salud  6,  Madrid. 

63.  New  South  Wales. .  .Nicholas  Weekes Sidney, Australia 

64.  Preussen Bouche Berlin. 

65.  Schweden CarlLudvigHenn'gThulstrupStockholm. 

66.  Cuba Sr.  D.  Aurelio  Almeida 114  Manrique. 

67.  Venezuela Ambrosei  Rodriguez Caracas. 

68.  Vera  Cruz Francisco  Diaz Vera  Cruz. 

69.  Mexico Jose  R.  Cuenca Mexico. 

70.  Columbia,  S.  A Damasozapata Bogota. 

71.  Victoria H.  W.  Holloway Melbourne,  Aug. 

72.  Portugal Carlos  de  Pezerat Lisbon. 

73.  Italy Luigi  Castellazzo Rome. 


'Great  Queen  St.  W.  C.  Freemasons'  Hall. 
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John  Hollis  Bakkhead Wetampka Grand  Mast  or. 

John  Gideon  UAUiiiK Li\  iugston Deputy  Gruud  Master. 

Myles  Jefferson  (tkeene Ttilla<lu^?ii SoDiorCfrnnd  Warden. 

W'lij-iAM  TiiEODi/RK  Atkinh Si  luin Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WiiiiiLVM  Henuv  Dixgley M«»Dt;;oim.'ry . .  Grand  Treasurer. 

Daniel  Saykk iDatj^ouic-ry.  .Grand  Secretary. 

Rev.  William  C.\eky  Blkdsok.  ..LuFuy^tte (traind  Chaplain. 

Elxmett  FAiuioVf-  C'kook  AloxaiidiiH. .  ..Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

Thomas  Pobtku  WnrriiY Weiuuipku. .  ..Grand Junior  Deacon. 

I.SAAC  Cunningham  Hali liuyckvilje (irand  Meward. 

PiNKNEY  McDonald  13iiu.NEii Tr^i^ii^s Grand  Steward. 

Ad.\m  liEiGART  iiAKCit M^inLgomery .  .Grand  liler. 


FOREIGN  COlihESPONDENCE. 

PALMER  JOB  riLLANS....MobUo Chairman  of  Committee. 


notice  to  8ECBETAIUES  OF  SUBORDINATE  LODGES. 

.^Pff'Every  Lodgu  shall  elect  its  officers  at  the  regular  Commauica- 
tion  immediately  preceding  the  Festival  in  June,  tihd  make  due  rftam 
to  the  Grand  S*.Ci'ttary  as  soon  as  the  otfieers  are  installed,  which  shall 
take  place  as  soon  tis  practicable  thereafter.—  CuiisiUaiion  of  the  Gnrul 
Lo:hji, ' Article  17,  !>«:tlnn  10. 


In  case  Secretaries  of  Subordinate  Lodges  should  not  receive  blank 
SETURNs  by  the  1st  of  October,  or  if  they  should  fail  to  receive  these 
Proceeiliiigs  in  a  reasonable  time,  thr-y  are  requested  to  write  for 
them,  and  inform  the  Grand  Secretary  to  what  P.  O.  to  forward  them. 


The  Annual  Communications  c»f  **The  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accejited  M:isons  of  Alabama  and  its  Ma- 
sonic Jurisdiction,"  are  held  in  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  City 
of  Montgomery,  on  the  hrst  Monday  in  December  of  each  and  every 
year. 

^^DapVicnies  of  ihtst"  Prorctdin/js  icUl  he  &'<7#<  by  succ€sslc€  mails  to 
Secretaries  and  (rrand  SttT*tarie.i,  unhss  thy  arv  st-id  to  the  latter  in  one 
packaye.  Should  thnj  nnt  come  to  hand,  they  trill  please  irritefor  th^m,  and 
raeulion  to  what  post  vjflce  to  s*'nd  them. 
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CommrncinuDrcembkkTth,  a.  D.  1885    a.  L.  5885. 


MONTGOMERY,  ALA.: 

W.   D.  BBOWN  k  CO.,  STEAM  PBINTEB8  ANp  BOOR  BIMOKBM. 

1886. 


Ithenewyork 

PUBLIC  Li BRaRY 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


Th*:^  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  its  Sixty-fifth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
City  of  Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the 
7th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1885,  A.  L.  5885. 

PHKSKN'r: 

J(;HN  HOLLIS  BANKHEAD Grand  Master. 

JOHN  GIDEON  HARRIS * Deputy  Grand  Master. 

MYLES  JEFFERSON  GREENE Senior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  THEODORE  ATKINS Jnnior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DINGLEY. Grand  Treasurer. 

DANIEL  S AYRE         Grand  Secretary. 

Rev.  WILLIAM  CAREY  BLEDSOE Grand  Chaplain. 

GEORGE  FREDERIC  MOORE Grand  Marshal. 

GEORGE  FLETCHER  SEDBRERY,  rw.    ..  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

THOMAS  PORTER  WHITBY Grand  Junior  Deacon. 

ISAAC  CUNNINGHAM  HALL Grand  Steward. 

PINKNEY  Mcdonald  BRUNER Grand  Steward. 

ADAM  REIGART  BAKER Grand  TUer. 

PAST  UnANT)  OFFKT.RS: 

David  Clopton         ...  Grand  Master. 

Joseph  Hknry  Johnson,  M.   D.  . .    .  Grand  Master. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Grand} Master. 

Henuv  Clay  Tompkins Grand  Master. 

Rurus  Wills  Cobb     Grand  Master. 

Samubi.  Thompson Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Jamss  McGimmis  Bkundidob Jnnior  Grand  Warden. 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRANi)  LODGES. 

William  Dwight  Wadsworth  ArkansaH. 

Stephen  Henry  Beasley Britinh  Colnmbia 

George  Frederick  Moore . .   Canada. 

David  Clopton Florida,  Looisiana. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Geonda. 

Myles  Jefferson  Greene,  M.  D Greece. 

John  Gideon  Harris Idaho. 

iniinois,  Iowa,  Keo- 
tncky,  Missoari,  Novh 
Scotia.  Oregon,  Qaebec. 

John  HoUis  Bankhead Indiana. 

Joel  White Maryland. 

Palmer  Job  P«lans {  ^'f  «-J„„.  ^-'~"'« 

William  Theodore  Atkins New  Sonth  WnleK. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins New  York. 

Nicholas  Stallworih  Peru. 

Daniel  Smith Vermont,  Wisconsin. 

And  Masters,  Warden^,  and  Proxies,  from  subordi- 
nate chartered  lodges  as  follows. 

No.         1.  Helion Oscar  R.  Hundley S.    W. 

3.  Alabama Noah  A.   Agee \V.  M. 

A    pjottirrVi-f,,^  ^  William  G.  Cochrane   

4.  Rising  \irtue     )  Albert  P.  Gilmore   .. .         S    W. 

6.  Moulton DeWit  Clinton  White W.  M. 

8.  Farrar Sam  Thompson *' 

10.  Royal  White  Hart John  A.  Foster* 

(  Joseph  V.  Cronzales         . . .  W.  M. 

11.  Montgomery Jacob  Pepperman S.    W. 

/Samuel  Wolff     J.     W. 

14.  Florence Edward  A.  O'Neal* W.  M 

**        2*2.  Saint  Albans William  H.  Grayson* 

24.  George  Washington  John  H.  Gandy ** 

(  Solomon  D.  Block* 

25.  Dale   -  Luckv  W.  Jenkins* S.    W. 

/  James  T.  Heck* J.    W. 

(  Jacob  B.  Roth   W.  M. 

*'        27.  Selma  Fraternal . . -J  James  M.  Dedman* S.    W. 

r  John  A    McKinnon* J.    W. 

31.  Autauga Charter  C.   Howard W.  M. 

37.  Courtland John  H.  Loosier S     W. 
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4().  Mobile 

42.  HirHiii 

43.  Leigh tou.    . .    . 

44.  GaMtoo 

49.  Deiuopoliu .... 

50.  UnioD    

r>2.  New  Market 

53.  Greening 

55.  Monnt  Moriitb. 

56.  Troy 

57.  TuHkegee .     . . . 
59.  Henton     . .    .  . 
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G;i.  Social 

VA.  Enreka 
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TiH.  Holftey *. 
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Central 

Tohopeka     . . . 
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Prattville 
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Henry    
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George  F.  bedberry . . . 
Thomas  r.  Whitby  V  . 
Nicholas  W.  Green*.. 

Thomas  T.  Roche 

William  S.  Foster*   . . 
John  D.  Hammond* . . 
Parker  N.  G.  Rand 

Clarence  Grove 

Timothy  G.  Cornish* 
James  J.  Krown   . . . 
Francisco  Rice*   ...    . 
Nicholas  Stallworth . . . 

John  H.   Cooper  

Isaac  R.   Hinton   

John  R.  Goldthwaite* 
Jesse  L    V.  Adams*  . . 

William  H.  May 

James  T.  Norman   ... 
DeBerniere  Waddell . . 
James  Y.    Boyd* 
Charlet)  H    Jernigan 
Renben  C.  Thornton* 

Albion  S.  Stront 
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William  R.  Logan ' . . . 

Peleg  Brown* 

Daniel  Smith*     

John  P.   West 
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James  H.  Booth   . . . 
Washington  L.  Ellis* 
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Frederick  H.  Smith*   . . 
Jotin  W.   Lovett 
Benj.   Dudley    Williams 

Jacob  Hnggins 

Louis  W    'iurpin* 
Daniel  T.  Green*     . .    . 
Henry  Clay  Dismukes   . 
Kichard  Chitwood. . . . 
George  W.   Hardy     .    . 

Albert  M.  Avery 

Grover  Caldwell   
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No.  125.  Herndon Ephraim  T.  Mabry J.   W. 

"  126.  Mortimer  Keeder John  W.  Pinneir W.   M. 

**  127.  Bolivar ' Thomas  Bovd  Foster » 

•*  129.  Geneva John  F.  Register ** 

**  134.  Wiley Lawrence  J.  higgers ** 

<4      iQK    r««i„«,i^;«  ^  Thomas  L  Granberry* ** 

135.  Columbia >  ^^^j^^^  j  ^^^mstrong* . . . .  S.   W. 

136.  Unity William  Kennedy  Clark .    .      ** 

\Af\    6ik^iK«  \  Amos  M.  Elliott         W.  M. 

140.  Shelby ]  Isaac  D.  Mason* S.    W. 

**      144.  Daleville Alexander  Gillis  McLeod  .  W.  M. 


«< 


tt 


<t 


1 4x    1?^*       •*  \  Lafavette  K.  Hanna ** 

140.  Fraternity -  ^^jj-^^^  P  Dickinson*.    .  S.   W. 

«.      i4fi    MiBsnnri  J  George  W.  Dawson W.  M. 

14b.  Missouri  j  p^^.,,  g  Bethnne* S.   W 

**      147.  Rodgersville George  W.  Kerbo ** 

it      ifiQ    vf^r»,«^,,;n^  \  John  DeLoach   W.  M. 

153.  Monroeville ]  Thomas  L.  Sowell*  . .  S    W. 

(  William  L.  Johnson W.  \l. 

154.  Nixbnrgh }  Lancaster  J.  Fnnderberk*.S.   W'. 

I  James  J.  Grant*     J.    W. 

(  Marcins  LnciuR  Fielder. . .  W.  M. 

161    Fenick J  William  C.  Still*       S.   W. 

( James  h.  Crawley  ...J.    W. 

Heudrix Clark   Tibbit         S.    W. 

163.  Fayettville  Authentic . .     OHver  P.  Looney ** 

Mount  Hope     William  H.   Green J.    W. 

Elba William  H.  Chapman  W.  M. 

Clopton George  B.  Langford         . .  S.    W. 

i  Henry  Hudson  Matthews.  W.  M. 
Andrew  Jackson ^  William  Wallace  Screws. .  .S    W. 

/  William  D'ight  Wadsworth.  J.    W. 

Desotoville William  M.  Grace ** 

Mount  Hilliard Daniel   Moore W.  M. 

Mount  Eagle  Joseph  M.  Amason '* 

Landmark Richard  D.  Lucius •* 

ClintonviUe William  H.  Johnson J.    W. 

Tombigbee . . John  W\  Jones  ...   W    M. 

LT  11  *  Andrew  J.  Armstrong ** 

"°P®^*^" )  Christopher  C.   Baker  . . .  S     \\. 

Hillabee Zadoc  B.  Gamble* W.  M. 

Caledonia   Joseph  Irwin* *• 

Kiligee Nathan  Sand^-rs •* 

PettnsvillP  >  Augustus  F.  Evans 

fettusMlle  )  John  W.  Bridgeforth S.    ^V. 

Marshall   Solomon  Palmer* W.  M. 

Patnam Amos   Liles J.    W. 

Builders  ..     Richard  E    Cook     S.    W. 

Tensaw William  B.  Weekley*.    ...W.  M. 

.   .'s.   W. 
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No.  227.  James  Penn Angus  M.  Soott W.  M. 

**  228.  Dallas Joseph  H.  Abel ** 

*•  233.  Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett *• 

"  23C.  Giidsdeu Thomas  H.  Amberson ** 

**  238.  Fairmount    Augustus  W.  Dean     ....      ** 

**  240.  Bowen James  J.  Tomlinson S.    W. 

».      040    /^ooRii  ^  Daniel  Smith W.  M. 

i^A.  ^.oofia  -^  ^g^^  Cunningham  HallV  .S.    W. 

**      243.  Ramer Anthony  H.  Sellers W.  M. 

**      244.  Dawson James  II.  Shine ** 

245.  John  Payne   Moses  A.  Taggart         S.    W. 

247.  Cropwell WUliam  A.  Murchison . . . .  W.  M. 

*•      248.  Lawrence William  L.  McGee  . .  J.   W. 

**      2o0.  Amand Mo^e8  D.   Pinson 8.    W. 

t.      •>«;.)    v^*«i.  i>^.*  3  Zimri  Shirley W.  M. 

252.  NorthPort  ]  Henry  H    Brown* S.    W. 

•*      25«i.  Gayleeville Abbott  M.  McWhorter...  W.  M. 

**      260.  Belleville Charles  A.  Newton ** 

<t 

W. 

•*      262.  Highland Isaac  W.  Johnson W.  M. 

**      265.   Meridian James  M.  Jout^s* ** 

••      270.  Butler  Springs   Nelson  J.  Moorer* ** 

*•      271.  Pea  River William  T.  Chapman ** 

**      272.  Clifton William  A.  Kimbrough* ...      " 

*♦      280.  Spring VI lie Terry  G.  Tarrant •* 

*•      283.  Davifiton Daniel  M.  G.  Cotney     ...      ** 

**      285.  Georgiana. Amasa  L.  Palmer '* 

**      287.  Clinton George  Hilliard  Thomas* . .      " 

**      290.  Gillespie Freeman  Sanders  Jenkins.      ** 

**      301.  Norris James  M.  Davidson .  ** 

J  Nathaniel  H.  R.  Dawson*.      " 
Francis  L.  Pettns* 8.   W. 
John  F.  White J.    W. 

**      331.  Charity   Richard  H.  Pratt         8.    W. 

«*      332.  Blue  Eye John  C.  HoUingsworth   .    .  W.  M. 

**      335.  Nanaf alia   Albert  G.  Westbrook 

*♦      337.  Johnson Joel  Nichols  " 

338.  Georgiana  Davis John  E.  T.  Lathem ** 

341.  Ragan Wesley  B.   Wright  J.    W. 

\A^    T?nK«  S  William  H.  Stuckey*   W.  M. 

^^^'  *'^*''' )  Samuel  P.  Kirkland*   S.    W. 

346.  HurUboro Malichi  L.  Long W.  M. 

**      348    Bienville Palmer  J.  Pillans*  


•i^'^'*        A^^a*w  V  AAA  V«    •  •••••  ••■••  Vy*^C**  *^^    »mm     A^  ^  Tl    l^^JU    ••«•     •••• 

*>61    Talladeea  3  ^yles  J.  Greene* 

-01.    laiiaaega ^  Joseph  H.  Johnson* 8. 
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349.  Ozark Jesse  M.  Carmichael   *  * 

**      350.  Sipsey James  Mills  Jr ** 

**      351.  Wilson   Williams James  M.  Osborn ** 

•«      357.  Rutledge Warren  T.  Shows* * 

**      361.  Town  Creek Reese  B.  Porter ** 

*'      363.  Chester Jeptha  N.  Scott " 

**      364.   Pleasant  Site James  Tarpley  Bolding ** 

•ProxiM. 
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No.    366.  Cotaco   James  M.  Winfrey W.  M. 

367.  Chandler. Alpheus  A.  Huret   J.    W. 

368.  Cross  PlainH >  n'^'^Tr  '^  ^""^^^ J^*  w 

I  David  Lodge* S.    W. 

369.  Athelstan Chnrles  A   Mohr W.  M. 

"      371.  RussellviUe Alfred  W    Devaney 8.    W. 

373.  Bell's  Landing. Jonathan  F.  Bnreon W.  M . 

•*      379.  Robert  E.  Lee Neal  B.  Matthews ** 

*•      380.  Ohatchee Henry  F.  Montgomery ** 

381.  E.  H.  Cook Thomas  C.  Seltzer         * 

"      384.  Birmingham  Fraternal.  George  M.  Morrow '« 

•*      386.  Trinity Isaac  F.  Thompson   *' 

"      394.  Valley  Head Edward  Pierson  Nicholson.      *' 

•*      397.  Black  Oak. Jacob  B.  Wilbanks *• 

"      399.  Haw  Ridge Thomas  J.  Peacock 

"      400.  Hanceville Richard  H.  L.  Whorton     .      *• 

402.  Green  Hill Guilford  C.  Thigpen S.    W. 

403.  ChUdersburg Sanford  M.  Haynie*  ...      W.  M. 

•*      406.  Doric Thomas  B.  Wallace *» 

••      408.  HiUsboro    Abraham  W.  Bailey  ..       '* 

**      410    HpIahr  i  Thomas  B.  McClnskey* 

^li).  Helena  ^  Nathaniel  L.  Rnffin 8.    W. 

**      411.  Jemison Amaziah  E  Burns* W.  M. 

"      412.  Amberson WiUiam  T.  Clark *' 

"      413.  High  Shoals Hiram  E.  Hester* ** 

**      414.  Sulphur  Spring Joseph  H.  Gardner ** 

422.  Shortervilfe Robert  Wesley  Woolf   . . .   J.    W. 

423  Clanton Albert  E    Bivings 8.    W. 

426.  Daniel  Pratt Henry  F.  Fancher W.  M. 

429.  Milo  Abercrombie ]  Van''John^^^'^''!*^  .' ! !  '  .* !   S.  'w. 

*•      430.  Albertville Robert  M.  Johnson W.  M. 

**      432.  Steers  Station James  W.  Crump 

"      433.  BranchviUe Julius  F.  Sims   ** 

**     434.  Andalusia George  F.  C.  Moore *• 

"      435.  Ware Stephen  M.  Pearson ** 

tt      400    \r       i,  T-  \  William  H.  Burton '* 

439.  Mount  \ernon ]  ^^^^^^  p  wborton* S.    W. 

••      440.  Forney Isaac  P.  Rosser J.    W. 

*•      442.  Bethlehem       John  Moses  Simpson   . . .  .W.  M. 

"      445.  Calera     James  D.  Hardy ** 

A411    T>     uv.      1  J  Ezra  Foster ** 

449.  Bankhead <  James  K.  P  Laird* S.    W^ 


*Proxies. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodcje  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form  by  the  Grand  Master. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Broth- 
er  William  C.  Bledsoe. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  read  his  Annual  Address, 
and  it  was  referred  to  a  special — 

COMMITl^EE  ON  GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Henry  Clay  TompkioH. 

Sainnel  ThompaoD. 

Henry  Hart  Brown. 

GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNITAL  ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Grand  lAxlfje: 

Another  year,  into  which  important  events  have  crowded  theni- 
Helves,  has  made  its  rapid  flight,  and  we  are  at  the  beginning  of  oiir 
Sixty-fifth  Annual  Grand  Commnnication  If  we  were  permitted  to 
look  back  it  wonld  seem  but  yesterday  since  we  were  last  assembled 
here,  for  the  same  purpose  that  now  calls  us  tog^ther.  Yet  a  whole 
year  has  come  and  gone,  ladened  with  its  cares  and  pleasur  s,  and 
bringing  new  duties  and  responsibilities.  Thus  does  time  dy  upon 
swift  wings,  and  thus  does  each  passing  year,  add  one  to  our  life's 
history,  and  takes  one  from  our  earthly  existence. 

Looking  over  this  large  assembly  I  see  familiar  faces,  some  of  whom 
I  first  met  in  the  Old  Grand  Lodge  Hall  just  twenty  years  ago,  to- 
night. They  have  labored  faithfully,  year  after  year,  in  the  cause  of 
Masonry.  When  first  we  met  their  steps  were  firm  and  their  eyes 
fiasned  with  the  glow  of  youth;  but  the  cares  and  toils  of  twenty 
years  have  left  their  impress.  Some  who  met  then,  lull  of  hope  for 
the  future,  have  crossed  over  the  silent  river,  and  are  members  of  the 
(yrand  Lodge  above.  Seats  then  occupied  by  Penick,  Williams,  Wil- 
son, WolfiF,  Woods,  Joiner,  and  Davidson,  are  now  vacant,  or  tilled  by 
young  men,  in  the  strength  and  glory  ot  young  manhood,  ready  to 
take  upon  themselves  the  duties  and  honors  of  active  Masonic  life. 
These  young  men  must  soon  succeed  to  the  hon(-rs  and  responsibili- 
ties which  uow  rest  upon  older  ones,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  they 
may  tuUy  appreciate  the  important  trust  soon  to  be  committed  to 
them.     Thej'  must  soon  conduct   the  business  of   the  Grand  Lodge, 
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and  npoD  their  knowledge  and  virtue  depends  the  futnre  nsefolnenR 
and  perpetuity  of  our  beloved  fraternity.  I  greatly  fear  onr  Annual 
Grand  Communications  are  regarded  too  much  as  a  matter  of  form. 
We  do  not  meet  here  to  say  onr  lessons  like  a  big  school  b  >y  ;  the 
object  is  to  legislate  for  the  good  of  the  fraternity,  and  adopt  means 
best  suitable  to  the  imparting  of  useful  knowledge.  The  Grand  Lodge 
is  composed  of  representatives  from  the  subordinate  Lodges  who,  are 
supposed  to  be  the  best  men  in  those  Lodges  And  here  you  will 
pardon  me  for  an  allusion  to  what  I  regard  as  a  great  evil,  and  one 
that  is  slowly,  but  surely,  sapping  the  very  foundation  of  our  Grand 
Lodge  System.  I  allude  to  absenteeism.  I  think  I  can  safely  say 
that  I  have  never  known  a  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  close  with  a 
Constitutional  quorum  present.  The  Subordinate  Lodges  are  requir- 
ed to  send  representatives  at  least  every  two  years.  The  expenses  of 
delegates  are  paid  by  the  Lodges  sending  them.  It  is  often  with 
great  difficulty  that  the  Subordinate  Lodges  can  raise  the  money  nec- 
essary to  pay  Grand  Lodge  dues,  and  expenses  of  representatives. 
'What  is  the  habit  of  loo  many  of  the  delegates  when  they  reach  Mont- 
gomery? They  hand  in  their  reports,  pay  the  Grand  Secretary  the 
dues,  attend  the  lirst  sitting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  are  never  seen 
in  this  Hall  any  more:  but  spend  the  remainder  of  the  time  in  loiter- 
ing about  the  city  and  attending  the  theatres,  or  other  places  of 
amusement.  Is  this  the  purpose  for  which  his  Lodge  sent  him,  :ind 
robbed  their  charity  fund  to  pay  his  expenses.  I  apprehend  not. 
Our  Grand  Communications  are  held  for  the  transaction  of  business 
in  which  every  individual  member,  and  each  Subordinate  Lodge,  is 
interested;  and  when  the  Masrer,  or  his  proxy,  comes  here,  as  the 
representative  of  his  Lodge,  he  has  a  duty  to  perform.  His  business 
is  to  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  watch  the  proceedings, 
listen  to  the  reports  of  all  committees,  and  especially  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  work;  so  as  to  be  able  to  instruct  his  Lodge  when 
he  returns  home.  This  is  the  business  for  which  he  comes,  and  if 
he  fails  to  atten<l  to  it,  he  is  guilty  of  conduct  uubecoming  a  Mason, 
to  say  the  least  of  it.  If  the  conduct  of  one  of  these  drones,  should 
be  made  known  to  the   Lodge   he  misrepresents,  and  injures  to  the 
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extent  of  his  inflaeDoe,  and  the  money  he  receives,  I  apprehend  he 
wonld  not  have  the  honor  to  appear  here  again,  hand  in  his  report, 
and  go  on  a  lark;  but  yon  would  see,  as  yon  onghtto  see,  writteD 
opposite  his  u&me— Suspended  for  unmasonic  conduct,  I  respectfully 
commend  the  Jurisprudence  committee  to  report  resolutions  that  will 
check  this  evil. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  have  imued  the  fol- 
lowing Dispensations  to  elect  officers,  the  Lodges  having  failed  to 
elect  at  the  time  preacribed  by  law : 

Daniel  Pratt .     No.  426. 

Sauta  Creek *'    376. 

Quitman **    254. 

Marshall "    209. 

Maysville **    158. 

Meridian '*«      88. 

Central "      70. 

Leighton **      43. 

Dale  [To  elect  Master] **      25. 

Farrar *»       8. 

I  also  issued  a  dispensation  to  Belgreen  Lodge  No.  428,  to  elect  a 
Jnnior  Warden,  the  Junior  elect  having  died. 

Also  to  Houston  Lodge  No.  365,  to  remove  from  Houston  to  Double 
spring^. 

I  also  issued  Dispensations  to  Marengo  Lodge  No.  28  and  Bell's  Land- 
ing  Lodge  No.  373,  to  elect  officers  and  continue  work  until  this  Com- 
munication of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  charters  of  thexe  lodges  having 

been  forfeited. 

On  the  21st  of  October  last  I  issued  a  Dispensation  to  R.  W.  Broth- 
er William  T.  Atkins,  J.  G.  W.,  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  a  large  pub- 
lic school  building  in  the  city  of  Birmingham,  which  I  am  informed 
was  done  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

Dispensations  have  been  issued  to  organize  four  new  Lodges.  The 
Grand  Secretary  will  furnish  you  with  the  names,  dates,  and  loca- 
tions. 
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Since  the  last  Grand  Commnnication  I  have  received  a  commission 
from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana,  an  the  representative  of  that 
Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  which  I  accepted, 
and  which  I  trast  will  be  approved  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

During  the  Masonic  year  jast  closed,  I  havn  had  presented  for  de- 
cision a  n amber  of  qnestionM,  nearly  all  of  which  have  been  decided 
by  former  Grand  Masters,  and  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  There 
were  some,  however,  which  demand  notice. 

In  Jnly  last  I  received  a  communication  from  Moolton  Lodge  No.  6, 
submitting  a  question,  and  asking  for  a  ruling.  It  appeared  from 
the  Master's  statement,  that  a  young  man  of  great  intellectual  endow- 
ments, and  high  moral  character,  had  petitioned  his  lodge  for  mem- 
bership. A  committee  was  appointed,  and  after  investigatisn,  re- 
ported favorably  on  the  petition.  A  ballot  was  ordered,  and  the  Mas- 
ter declared  the  applicant  duly  elected  to  the  Ursi  degree.  The  can- 
didate was  notified  of  the  action  of  the  Lodge,  and  at  the  appointed 
time  appeared  to  receive  the  degree.  While  the  candidate  was  being 
prepared  a  member  of  the  Lodge  arose  and  objected  to  the  conferring 
of  the  degree,  and  publicly  stated  his  reasons,  in  open  Lodge,  **  Viz" 
That  the  applicant  was  an  attorney  in  the  regular  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  was  the  assistant  of  the  State's  attorney,  and  as  such  as- 
sistant, had  appeared  in  court  and  aided  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
objector,  he  being  charged  with  an  assault  with  a  weapon.  That  the 
court  imposed  a  line  of  one  hundred  dollars  on  the  objector.  That 
he  did  not  think  the  applicant  ought  to  have  prosecuted  the  case,  and 
for  these  reasons  he  objected  to  the  conferring  of  the  degree  The 
Master  suspended  further  action  and  wrote  for  advice.  The  follow- 
ing decision  was  rendered:  — 

Held,  That  when  a  member  objects  to  the  conferring  of  any  of  the 
degrees  on  an  applicant,  and  states  the  reason  to  the  Lodge,  the 
whole  subject  becomes  the  property  of  the  Lodge,  and  may  be  con- 
sidered and  determined  by  a  unauimous  vote  of  the  lodge,  the  ob- 
jector excepted;  and  if  the  lodge  shall  decide  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
the  objector  excepted,  that  the  reasons  given  are  not  sufficient;  the 
Master  may  confer  the  degree. 
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I  do  not  offer  anj  argnmeDt  io  napport  of  this  decisioD.  The 
canoed  which  led  to  it,  sre  a  frnitful  iiritirce  of  disoord.  I  have  bad 
more  th&n  one  oompIniDt  of  tbia  character.  To  my  mind  it  «hoDld  be 
deDnitelf  settled,  and  I  respectfully  NDbmit  it  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
for  ita  action. 

1  also  made  the  following  decisions:— 

Ilebl,  That  one  who  was  initiated  E.  A.,  passed  the  degree  of  F.  C.. 
and  proceede  with  the  Master's  degree  as  far  as  the  oonclasion  of  the 
obligation,  and  than  declines  or  refnaes  In  proceed  forrher,  occapieH 
the  statue  of  a  F.  C  .  and  cannot  be  held  or  treated  as  a  M.  M.,  in 
an;  sense  of  the  word. 

3d.  HM,  That  one  who  holds  a  32°  patent,  "Sroliah  RUr,"  cannot 
be  admitted  into  n  lodge  of  A.  F.  A.  A.  Masons  on  presentation  of  hii 
pateDt  and  taking  the  test  oath,  but  mnat  be  eiamiDcd  by  a  committee 
of  the  lodge,  appointed  for  that  pnrpose. 

It  gives  me  great  pleaaare  to  stale  that  our  relatione  with  all  aieter 
Grand  LodgeH  are  of  the  most  fraternal  character.  Nothing  has  hap- 
pened during  Ihe  Masonic  year  to  disturb  in  the  least,  the  good  fel- 
lowship heretofore  existing. 

We  certainly  have  abnndatit  cause  to  he  thankful,  for  the  blessings 
we  have  received  during  the  present  year.  The  harvest  has  been  an 
average  one.  Good  health  has  been  the  rnle.  Our  country  is  at 
peace  with  all  the  world.  Tbe  sectional  feeling  that  once  separated 
a  commoD  conntty,  has  almost  wholl.v  disappeared,  and  we  are  again 
nnited  in  brotherhood.  Our  own  loved  Alabama  is  making  rapid 
strides  towards  the  first  plsce,  as  a  mining  and  manufactoriDg  State. 
And  our  foDdest  hopes  are  about  to  be  realized.  A  prosperons  8late_ 
A  happy  and  contented  people.  No  internal  dissentioDB  disturb  the 
peace  and  tranquility  of  tbe  constitaent  Lodges  comprising  this  Ju- 
risdiction; and  we  confidently  look  forward  to  next  year  as  one  of 
great  prosperity  for  the  fraternity. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Brother  Robert  McCoy,  Grand  Becorder, 
of  the  Grand  Couimandery  of  New  York,  I  received  iin  invitation,  ac- 
oompanied  by  an  invitation  for  this  Grand  Lodge,  to  be  present  at 
the  coronation  of   Brother  Robert  Morris,  as  Poet  Laureate  of  Free 
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Mauonry,  at  the  Masonic  Temple  in  New  York,  December  17th,  1884. 
I  regret  to  Huy  that  owing  to  business  engagements  and  other  caoses, 
I  was  obli^^ed  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  the  most  in- 
teresting Masonic  event  belonging  to  the  history  of  Masonry  in  this 
country. 

RobeKt  Morris  is  recognized  as  the  greatest  Masonic  poet  living  or 
dead.  He  has  devoted  more  than  thirty  years  of  his  life,  and  bent 
every  thought  of  a  powerful  and  comprehensive  mind,  to  the  advance- 
ment ot  the  cause  of  Free  Masonry.  Brother  Roome,  in  delivering 
the  introductory  remarks  at  the  coronation  exercises,  says  :  '*In  his 
writings  and  in  the  discharge  ot  his  many  and  varied  duties.  Dr.  Bob. 
Morris  has  exemplified  the  pure  principles  of  our  ancient  and  most 
honorable  institution,  and  has  secured  for  himself  the  confidence  and 

affection  of  his  brethren   throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our 
country,  and  wherever  the  teachings  of  Masonry  are  acknowledged 

and  practiced." 

**  His  poetry  inculcating  the  highest  morality,  appeals  to  the  nobler 
feelings  of  our  nature,  and  breathes  the  most  tender  sentiments  that 
impress  the  heart.  His  name  has  become  as  familiar  as  a  household 
word,  and  when  spoken  in  lodge,  or  at  our  social  gatherings,  is  sug- 
gestive of  love,  and  joy,  and  peace.  If  Brother  Morris  had  never  writ- 
ten a  line,  ^ave  the   poem,  entitled, 

**We  meet  upon  the  level,  and  we  part  upon  the  square,'* 

his   name  would   live  in  the  memory  of  every  Mason.     Let  us  strive 
to  practice  the  virtues  his  poems  so  eloquently  teach. 

On  the  Ist  inst.  I  received  a  communication  from  the  Blaaonic 
Lodges  of  Galveston,  with  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  calling  for  aid  to  the  sufferers  from  the  great  conflagra- 
tion  which  swept  over  and  burned  a  large  portion  of  the  city  of  (Galves- 
ton. The  communication  states  that  over  five  hundred  houses  were 
burnt,  and  more  than  five  thous:ind  people  were  rendered  homeless. 
Many  of  the  sufferers  are  Masons  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  de- 
ceased Masons.  The  immediate  pressing  need  of  these  unfortunates 
appear  to  be  greatly  in  excess  of  the  ability  of  the  local  masonic 
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bodies,  or  of  the  generous  citizens'  committee,  to  relieve.  I  submit 
herewith  the  application  for  such  action  thereon  as  this  Grand  Lodge 
may  deem  fit  and  proper. 

Brethrbn — The  time  is  near  at  hand  when  I  will  lay  down  the 
gavel  and  transfer  the  emblem  of  official  authority  to  other  hands. 
For  two  years  you  have  trusted  and  honored  me  with  your  confidence 
and  esteem.  The  commission  which  you  gave  me  is  about  to  be 
returned,  and  I  connot  tell  you  how  profoundly  grateful  I  am  for  such 
evidence  of  faith  and  friendship.  The  honor  you  have  conferred  by 
selecting  me  to  preside  over  your  deliberations,  and  committing  to 
my  care  the  important  affairs  of  our  beloved  fraternity,  is  one  not  to 
be  lightly  regarded.  While  it  was  not  expected  that  I  should  fill  to 
any  marked  degree  the  position  adorned  by  such  names  as  Hale, 
Ervin,  Chilton,  Tompkins,  Armstrong,  Johnson,  Olopton,  and  Cobb, 
and  many  others,  both  living  and  dead,  I  trust  my  zeal  was  no  less 
fervent,  and  intentions  no  less  exalted.  Gratefully  remembering 
your  kindness  and  pa.ti.lity,  I  shall  lay  aside  the  cares  and  responsi- 
bilities of  office,  and  return  to  the  ranks  to  share  with  you  whatever 
blessing  may  come  to  a  well-regulated  life. 

Wishing  you,  one  and  all,  a  pleasant  session,  and  a  safe  return  to 

your  homes  and  families,  I  dismiss  you  to  your  labors,  and  bid  yon 

an  official  farewell. 

JOHN  H.  BANKHEAD, 

Grand  Master. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

The  Grand  Secretiry  begs  to  add  right  here,  what  the  Grand 
Master  appears  not  to  have  known  when  he  wrote  his  address,  that 
since  the  last  Anuual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  one  of  our 
old  Grand  Masters  had  died.    In  fact,  our  oldest  living  Grand  Master. 

Felix  G.  Norman  was  born  on  the  4th  of  January,  1808.  We  do 
not  know  where  he  was  made  a  mason  ;  but  he  was  a  citizen  cf  Tus- 
cumbia  for  many  years,  nnd  Master  of  Washington  Lodge  No.  36, 
and  it  is  probable  that  he  was  made  a  mason  in  that  lodge.  He  was 
Worshipful  Master  of  that  lodge  and  its  representative  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1841  nnd  1842,  during  both  of  which  years  he  was  Senior 
Grand  Warden.  He  was  elected  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  1842,  and 
presided  over  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1843.    He  was  again  elected 
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Deputy  Grand  Master  Id  1843,  and  Grand  Master  in  1845  and  1846. 
and  was  presidin^^  officer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  first  Ck>mmanica- 
tion  after  the  removal  to  Montgomery. 

Thn  Grand  Secretary  desires  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact,  that 
Bro.  Norman  was  a  good  man,  a  good  mason,  a  good  Grand  Master, 
and  a  good  presiding  officer.  It  is  not  likely  that  we  shall  hMve  his 
snperior  very  soon,  if  ever. 

On  motion  the  Masonic  Home  question  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow  evening  at  8J  o'clock. 

On  motion  the  resolutions  heretofore  submitted  by 
Brother  William  B.  Jackson  to  district  the  State  and 
appoint  lecturers,  was  adopted,  and  are  as  follows : 

TO   DISTRICT   THE   STATE  AND   APPOINT  LECTURERS. 

Resolved^  1.  That  the  masonic  jurisdiction  of  this  Most  Worshipfnl 
Grand  Lodge  be  divided  into  ioar  Districts,  and  that  the  Mont  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master,  and  his  successors  in  office,  shall  appoint  one 
Lecturer  in  each  of  said  districts,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  verify'  the 
Work  in  his  district. 

2.  That  the  Lecturers  so  appointed  shall  produce  certificates  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  certifying  that  they  are 
fully  competent  to  exemplify  the  Work. 

3  That  the  subordinate  lodges  composing  the  several  districts 
shall  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Lecturer,  whenever  they  may  desire 
his  services. 

LODGES   REINSTATED. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Grand  Secretary  it  was  or- 
dered, that  all  lodges,  the  charters  of  which  had  been 
forfeited  for  non-payment  of  Dues  for  two  years,  and 
which  had  been  working  under  Dispensation,  and  which 
had  now  made  Returns,  paid  Dues,  and  were  repre- 
sented, be  reinstated. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution and  it  was  adopted  : 
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CLOPTON  LODGE  NO.  171. 

Resolved,  That  Clopton  Lodge  No.  171,  the  Charter  of  which  has 
been  heretofore  forfeited,  be  reinstated,  it  baying  paid  two  years 
Dues,  made  Betnrns,  and  is  now  represented. 

BEPORT  ON  THE  K  A  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work  made  report  on  the  E.  A. 
Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in ; 
and  then  the  Beport  on  Work  was  made  the  Special 
Order  for  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock  for  the  F. 
C.  Degree. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

WETUMPKA  LODGE  NO.  39. 

Whkbcas,  Wetnmpka  Lodge  No.  39,  has  recently  suffered  the  loss 
of  its  Hall  and  Fomittire  by  fire,  therefore  be  it — 

Resolved,  That  the  Daes  of  said  Lodge  be  remitted  for  the  present 
year. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  8J  o'clock. 
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Tuesday  Morning,  December  8,  1885. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  8.J  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John 
Hollis  Bankhead,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers 
at  their  respective  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Sam  Thompson  offered  a  petition  for  a 
charter  for  a  new  lodge,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Brother  John  P. 
West,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jurisprudence. 

AS  TO  THE  PAYMENT  OF  DUES  BY  ONE  SUSPENDED  N.  P.  D. 

Besolved,  That  the  Edict  of  this  Grand  Lodge  which  is  found  on 
page  35  of  the  DigeHt  of  1882,  and  nnmbered  three  on  that  page,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Resolved,  Also,  by  this  Grand  Ix>dge,  that  any  brother  who  is  a 
member  of  any  subordinate  lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Graud 
Lodge,  shall  only  be  retiuired  to  pay  the  amount  of  Dues  due  up  to 
the  time  of  his  suspension  to  reinstate  him  to  membership  in  his 
lodge. 
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The  following,  offered  by  Brother  Moses  A.  Taggart, 
was  adopted  : 

To  John  II.    Bankhead,  Orand  Master  of  the  M.  W.   Grand  Lodge  qf 

Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  Us  Masonic 

Jurisdidum — 

Wo,  the  members  of  John  Payne  Lodge  No.  245,  belieying  that  we 

could  do  more  for  the  good  of  the  Fraternity,  and  that  it  would  add 

to  onr  convenience  to  change  the  location  of  oar  Lodge,  pray  you 

to  grant  us  the  privilege  of  moving  to  Fernbank,  on  the  G.  P.  B.  B., 

in  Lamar  county. 

By  Order  of  the  Lodge,  this  November  21, 1885. 

ALLEN  8.  FIELDS. 

Secretary. 

The  following  memorial  and  resolution  submitted  by 
Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

AS  TO  WIND  CREEK  LODGE  NO.  267. 

Whbbeas,  Wind  Greek  Lodge  No.  267,  forfeited  its  Charter  at  the 
last  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge;  and  as  nearly  the 
entire  membership  of  the  lodge  has  died  out  or  emigrated;  and  as 
the  former  master  has  surrendered  the  charter,  jewels,  and  records, 
of  the  said  lodge  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  is  comparatively  of  little 
value,  therefore  be  it— 

Resolved^  That  the  said  Lodge  Hall  and  the  ground  be  donated  to 
Brothers  John  Y.  Johustou  and  James  Carroll,  to  be  used  by  them 
for  church  and  school  purposes. 

The  Brother  Junior  Grand  Warden  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  to  amend  the  constitution,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  : 

TO  AMEND   THE   CONSTITUTION. 

Resolved,  That  Rule  19  of  Article  VII  of  the  Constitution  be 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

Rule  19. — The  Grand  Lodge  may  reverse  the  decision  of  a  subor- 
dinate lodge,  whereby  a  brother  is  suspended  or  expelled,  which 
reversal  shall  restore  the  accused  to  all  his  rights  and  privileges  in 
Free  Masoory  and  lofuU  membership  in  the  subordinate  lodge. 
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Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Officers,  and  Members,  of  the  M.   W.  Graml 
Jjodge,  of  Alabama : 

Tho  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  has  had  before  it  an 
appeal  from  the  **  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masonj*  of 
South  Aastralia"  for  recognition.  This  Grand  Lodge  came  into 
being,  and  its  officers  were  installed,  on  17th  April,  1884.  Its  forma- 
tion displayed  singular  unanimity  among  the  many  brethren  com- 
posing the  several  lodges  of  English,  Scotch,  and  Irish  obedience, 
within  that  far  off  colony.  Wonderful  care  was  taken  by  the  brethren 
to  do  all  ihat  could  possibly  be  expected,  or  required,  to  induce 
recognition  by  the  several  parent  Grand  Lodges,  and  we  doubt  not 
each  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges  mentioned  above  will  readily  ac- 
knowledge its  independence,  and  extend  to  this  Grand  Lodge  full 
recognition  and  fraternal  greeting. 

A  very  large  majority  of  every  lodge  in  the  colony  voted  for  its 
formation,  and  of  the  2,072  membeis  1,564  declared  their  preference 
for  its  formation. 

Under  these  circumstances  your  committee  does  not  hesitate  to 
recocmend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

1st.  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  hails  with  pleasure 
this  other  star  in  the  masonic  tirmament,  and  greets  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  with  fraternal  greetings. 

2d.  That  we  recommend  a  correspondence  between  these  Gran<l 
Lodges  with  reference  to  an  interchange  of  representatives. 

P.  J.  PILLANS, 

Committee. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 
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GRAND   LODGE   OF  MEXICO. 

To  ihe  M.  W.  frratul  Master  ami  Members  of  the  Grand  JjOilge  of  Alabama: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  CorrespondeDce  have  had  laid  before  it 
by  the  R.  W.  Graud  Secretary  a  communication  to  him  from  Jose  R. 
Cuence,  Grand  Secretary  GenenU  of  the  "Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Federal  District  of  Mexico,"  asking  on  behalf  of  his  Grand  Lodge 
recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama.  Twenty  lodges  are 
said  to  belong  to  and  recognize  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 
The  letter  ought  to  have  been  accompanied  by  *'  a  copy  of  the  exist- 
ing by-laws  and  regulations  "  of  that  jurisdiction.  Xone,  however, 
has  been  received  by  your  committee.  * 

The  several  lodges  composing  this  Grand  Lodge  are  doubtless 
originally  children  of  the  Grand  Orient  heretofore  existing,  and  how 
soon  they  may  resume  their  allegiance  your  committee,  with  the 
limited  knowledge  ut  hand,  cannot  imagine.  The  committee  would 
be  but  too  glad  to  recommend  any  action  which  would  tend  to  estab- 
lish permanently  in  Mexico  a  governing  body  for  the  symbolic  de- 
grees, having  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  them  It,  however,  is 
averse  to  making  any  recommendation  herein  until  it  shall  have  had 
more  light  thrown  upon  the  situation.    It  therefore  recommends  that 

no  further  action  be  had  at  this  time. 

P.  J.  PILLAN8, 

Committee. 

THE   GRAND   SECRETARY   AND  THE   GRAND   TREASURER  MAKE 

REPORTS. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  and  the  Grand  Secretary  made 
their  Annual  Reports,  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.       • 

REPORT  ON  F.  C.  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work  proceeded  to  make  report 
on  the  F.  C.  Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
concurred  in. 


•  NoTB. — These  were  afterwards  furnished  the  Committee,  but  the 
Committee  declined  to  change  its  report.— G.  Sec. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following — 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  Ohabtebkd  Lodoes. 

No.  1. 
HeDry  F.  Montgomery,  Henry  F.  Fancher. 

Jeptha  N.  Scott,  John  S.  Ligbtfoot. 

James  T.  Bolding. 

No.  2. 

George  M.  Morrow,  Thomas  P.  Savage. 

Albert  £.  Biving^,  James  W.  Crump. 

Thomas  J.  Peacock. 

No.  3. 

William  T.  Clark,  Daniel  J.  Smith. 

Jacob  B.  Wilbanks,  Moses  D.  Pinson. 

Wesley  B.  Wright. 

No.  4. 

John  F.  White,  Isaac  F.  Thompson. 

Richard  H.  L.  Whorton,  Neal  B.  Matthews. 

John  H.  Loosier. 

No.  5. 

Robert  M.  Johnson,  John  P.  West. 

Thomas  B.  Wallace,  Willam  H.  Patrick. 

Richard  Chitwood. 

No.  6. 

Charles  A.  Mohr,  Alphens  A.  Harst. 

Alfred  W.  Devany,  Albion  S.  Stront 

Francis  L.  Pettus. 

No.  7. 

James  Mills  Jr..  Daniel  D.  Bennett. 

Thomas  B.  Foster,  James  M.  Winfrey. 

Conncil  B.  Hightower. 
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No.  8. 

EdwiD  H.  RobioflODy  Joseph  Irwin. 

John  F.  Register,  Amos  Liles. 

Jatnes  M.  Oliver. 

No.  9. 

Rnfns  G.  Shanks,  Thomas  L.  Granberry. 

Benjamin  D.  Williams,  Amos  M.  Elliott. 

William  H.  Chapman. 

No.  10. 

Thomas  T.  Roche,  William  H.  Grooe 

James  J.  Brown,  Angnstns  F.  Evans. 

William  H.  Grayson. 

r 

On  Dispensations. 

No.  1. 

Lafayette  R.  Hanna.  Nathaniel  H.  R.  Dawson. 

George  W.  Dawsoo,  John  E.  T.  Latham. 

Abbott  M.  McWhorter. 

No.  2. 

John  DeLoaoh,  Joseph  V.  Gonzales. 

James  M.  Davidson,  James  M.  Dedman. 

Jesse  L.  V.  Adams. 

Finance. 

Daniel  Smith,  John  A.  Foster. 

Nicholas  Stallworth,  Jesse  M.  Garmiuhael. 

Solomon  Palmer. 

By-Laws. 

John  A.  McKinnon,  Jonathan  F.  Bnrson. 

Edward  A.  O'Neal,  Joseph  H.  Gardner. 

Zimri  Shirlev. 
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PsoposinoNs  AND  Obisyancks. 

Solomon  D.  Block,  Peleg  Brown. 

Jacob  Pepperman,  John  H.  Oandy. 

James  M.  Osborne. 

DoiNos  OF  Grand  Officebs. 

James  T.  Beck,  Jacob  B.  Roth. 

Isaac  R.  Hinton,  Jalios  F.  Rims. 

Hiram  E.  Hester. 

Leave  of  Absence. 

William  Story  Foster,  Francisco  Bice. 

William  H.  Patrick,  Honry  H.  Matthews. 

James  1).  Hardy. 

REPORT  ON  WORK. 

And  the  Committee  on  Work  was  ordered  to  con- 
tinue its  report  to-night. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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Tuesday  Evening,  December  8,  1885. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John 
HoUis  Bankhead,  presiding  ;  the  other  Grand  Officers 
at  their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  David  Clopton,  Representntive  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Louisiana,  read  a  communication  from  that 
Grand  Lodge,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  Past  Grand  Master, 
offered  the  following,  and  the  preamble  was  concurred 
in,  and  the  resolutions  unanimously  adopted  : 

BROTHER  HENRY  CLAY  ARMSTRONG. 

Whebeas,  Since  the  last  annual  communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  Hie  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  has  ap- 
pointed our  highly  esteemed  Brother,  H.  Clay  Armstrong,  P.  G. 
Blaster  of  Masons  of  Alabama,  to  the  high  and  responsible  position 
of  Consol-General  of  the  United  States  at  Bio  Janeiro,  in  the  Empire 
of  Brazil ;  therefore 

Be  U  resolxjed  by  the  Masons  of  Alabama  in  Orand  Lodge  Assembled^ 
That  while  we  regret  the  absence  of  Brother  Armstrong  from  onr 
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midst,  and  shall  sorely  miss  the  wisdom  of  his  couDcils  in  our  assem- 
blies, we  are  pleased  at  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  and  congrstn- 
late  him  and  the  country  at  lar^e  upon  his  promotion. 

2nd  Resolved,  That  in  Brother  Armstrong  we  have  been  taught  by 
many  years  of  social  and  fraternal  intercouse  with  him  to  recognize 
a  living  example  of  the  many  noble  qualities  that  go  to  make  up  a 
true  man  and  mason. 

3rd  Resolvedf  That  we  most  heartily  commend  Brother  Armstrong 
to  the  fraternal  care  and  love  of  our  brethren  of  the  Empire  of  Brazil. 

4lh  Resolved,  Thnt  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  under  the  seal  of 
this  Grand  Lodge,  be  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Brazil,  and  to  Brother  Armstrong  at  Bio  Janerio  by 
the  Grand  Secretary. 

AS  TO   PROPERTY  IN  LOWNDES. 

Brotber  Palmer  J.  Pillans  presented  a  letter  from 
James  H.  Dudley,  of  CoUereine,  in  Lowndes  county, 
relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  undivided  interest  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  a  certain  piece  of  property  in  that 
village,  and  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master  for  his  investigation,  and  that  if  it  be 
deemed  by  him  advisable,  to  authorize  him  to  make 
deed  to  the  same  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins,  from  the  Committee 
to  which  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in,  and  the  accompanying 
resolution  adopted : 

REPORT   ON   GRAND    MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

To  the  Most  Worshijffui  Grand  Lodge  of  Alalnima : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Annual  Address  of  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report — 

That  they  have  read  with  much  interest  the  able  and  instrnctlTe 
address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  and  most  heartily  commend  its 
sound  masonic  teaching  to  the  careful  consideration  of   the  Craft 
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generally.  We  call  especial  attention  to  so  mach  of  it  as  relates  to 
absenteeism  of  members  of  this  Grand  Body  daring  its  sessions. 
The  time  devoted  to  legislating  for  the  good  of  the  Graft  by  this 
body  is  only  aboat  three  days  of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  of 
each  year.  The  important  interests  intrusted  to  our  care,  if  faith- 
fully regarded,  will  require  at  least  the  devotion  of  that  time  to  the 
work  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  itnd  one  who  is  sent  here  by  his  lodge  to 
represent  it  is  bound  by  every  obligation,  moral  and  masonic,  to 
devote  his  time  to  this  work.  Wo  mean  by  this  that  he  should  not 
only  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  while  he  remains  in  the 
city,  but  that  it  is  his  duty  to  remain  in  the  city  until  all  the  work  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  is  over.  We  recommend  that  so  much  of  the  ad- 
dress as  refers  to  questions  of  masonic  law  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  and  that  so  much  of  it  as  refers  to 
Dispensations  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dispensations.  The 
appeal  of  our  brethren  from  Galveston  is  one  that  should  meet  a 
hearty  response,  and  we  recommend  that  the  Grand  Master  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  ^3)  to  receive  donations  for  their  benefit,  and 
that  the  sum,  when  received,  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  Grand 
Treasurer  to  be  remitted  to  them .  Phe  call  is  one  of  extraordinary 
merit,  and  while  it  has  not  been  the  custom  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to 
donate  its  funds  to  such  a  purpose,  this  we  think  is  an  exceptional 
case,  and  the  committee  therefore  submit  the  accompanying  resoln- 
tion  and  recommend  its  adoption. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 
SAM  THOMPSON, 
H.  H.  BROWN, 

Committee. 

RESOLUTION. 

Resolved,  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  the 
funds  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
drawn  on  the  warrant  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  transmitted  by 
bim  to  th(3  proper  committee  raised  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
funds  for  the  benefit  of  the  brethren  from  the  recent  fire  in  the  city 
of  (Galveston. 

Brother  Henry  Clay  Tompkins  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report  from  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Juris- 
prudence, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred 
iiL 

2a 
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ON  THE  POWERS  OP  THE  GRAND  MAStEB. 

To  the  Most   Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabanui,  : 

Yoar  Committee  on  Masonic  Jarispradenoe,  to  whom  was  referred 
by  a  resolation  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  last  CommanicatinD,  bo 
mach  of  the  Atinaal  Address  of  the  then  Grand  MflRter,  Bafim  W. 
Cobb,  published  in  the  Proceedings  of  1883,  as  relates  to  the  powers 
and  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  faster,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report — 

The  question  is  one  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  demands  the 
most  serious  consideration.  In  its  solution  there  may  be  involved 
the  making  of  innovations  in  the  body  of  Masonry,  and  a  complete 
change  in  the  original  plan  and  ground-work  of  the  Craft. 

In  construing  State  Constitutions,  courts  of  the  highest  character, 
and  in  an  esp^tcially  able  manner  the  highest  court  of  this  State,  has 
laid  down  certain  fundamental  rules  that  must  be  applicable  to  the 
oonstructioQ  of  the  Constitution  of  our  Body,  as  to  that  of  tho  body 
politic.  We  say  must  be  as  applicable  because  they  are  rules  which 
the  learning  and  experience  of  ages  have  taught  us  are  founded  in 
common  sense,  and  which  must,  therefore,  be  as  applicable  to  the 
construction  of  the  Constitution  of  a  society  like  ours,  as  to  that 
which  a  free  people  have  erected  as  a  barrier  against  the  usurpation 
and  oppression  of  their  rulers.  One  of  the  first  of  these  rules  is,  that 
when  powers  are  invested  in  the  people  of  a  State  or  nation,  and 
they  meet  together  and  adopt  a  Constitution  for  their  government, 
such  Constitutiou  must  be  regarded,  not  as  u  grant  of  powers,  but  as 
a  limitation  upon  those  already  existing,  and  that  except  where  sach 
Constitution  expressly,  or  by  necessary  implication  inhibits  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  power  existing  in  a  person,  or  body  of  persons,  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption,  it  continues  to  exist  and  may  be  as  freely  exercise^ 
after  as  before  the  adoption  of  such  Constitution.  The  principle  was 
firmly  settled  as  a  rule  for  the  adoption  of  State  Constitutions  in  an 
opinion  of  one  of  the  most  learned  and  able  judges  that  ever  sat  upon 
the  Alabama  bench  ;  an  opinion  that  is  justly  regarded  throu>(hout 
this  country  as  the  leading  and  most  exhaustive  one  ever  delivered  on 
this  subject.  Another  principle  equally  well  settled,  is  that  in  con- 
struing a  Constitution,  reference  must  be  had  to  the  law  as  it  stood 
at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  and  no  such  law  should  be  regarded  as 
abrogated,  unless  its  provisions  were  in  direct  conflict  with  that  Con- 
stitution. The  solution  of  the  whole  question  rests  upon  the  dis- 
tinction between  an  instrument  which  is  a  limitation  tipon  powers 
already  existent,  and  one  which  is  a  grant  of  powers  to  a  body  whioL 


1886.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  29 

had  none  before  such  Constitution  was  adopted.  When  powers  ex- 
isted before  the  inatrnment  was  adopted,  that  instrument  must  be 
regarded  as  of  the  former  class.  In  the  State  sovereignty  resides  in 
the  people,  and  in  tbope  who  represent  them;  so  when  they  meet 
together  and  adopt  a  Constitntion,  such  representatives  are  held  to 
retain  the  powers  of  sovereignty  to  the  full  extent  they  existed  prior 
to  its  adoption,  except  in  such  oases  as  their  exercise  is  prohibited  by 
that  instrument.  Masonry  owes  not  its  existence  to  any  Constitution. 
It  existed  long  before  such  a  thing  as  a  written  Constitution  was  ever 
framed.  Masonic  sovereignty  was  vested  in  the  General  body  of  Ma- 
sons and  its  Grand  Master,  long  before  any  Masonic  Body  ever 
adopted  a  Constitution.  Neither  Masonry  nor  the  office  of  Grand 
Master  is  the  creature  of  any  written  Constitution.  Each  existed 
centuries  before  any  such  instrument  was  ever  dre  imed  of.  It  is  our 
proud  boHSt,  that  the  origin  of  Free  Masonry  is  to  bo  found  in  the 
early  history  of  man,  and  we  know  not  of  an  existence  when  it  did 
not  have  a  Grand  Master  to  govern  and  control  it,  and  its  members. 
The  history  of  one  is  the  history  of  the  other,  and  the  existence  of 
one  is  the  existence  of  the  other.  If  the  position  we  assume  be  cor- 
rect, that  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons  is  an  office  existent  independ- 
ent of  the  Constitution  of  any  Grand  Lodge;  and  that  to  that  office 
are  attached  certain  powers  and  prerogrtives;  and  it  we  nre  further 
correct  in  asserting  that  in  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  we  must  construe  it  as  a  limitation  upon,  and  not 
a  grant  of  powers,  and  in  the  correctness  of  both  positions  we  are 
fully  satisfied;  in  order  to  determine  whether  or  no  the  Grand  Master 
of  Masons  in  Alabama  may  exercise  any  named  power,  we  must  first 
inquire  whether  the  power  was  one  which  Grand  Masters  exercised 
before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  (ind  then  whether  there  is 
anything  in  that  Constitution  which  expressly,  or  by  necessary  im- 
plication, repeals  or  abrogates  that  power.  Did  the  Grand  Master 
have  powers,  and  what  were  tliose  powers  ?  The  affirmative  of  the 
firht  part  of  the  interrogatory  must  be  admitted  by  all  who  have  inves- 
tigated the  question.  The  answer  to  the  latter  must  be  more  difficult. 
It  is  not  the  less  difficult  because  much  of  the  law>(  of  Masonry  are 
based  upon  usage,  or  what  may  be  termed  the  lex  non  scripta  of  Ma- 
sonry. The  usage  and  the  landmarks  of  ^Iasonry  are  to  be  our  guides, 
when  they  can  be  known  and  have  not  been  distinctly  altered  by 
some  power  competent  to  that  end.  ** Landmarks"  is  a  term  of  very  un- 
certain signification;  if  applied  only  to  t^e  fundamental  rules  for  the 
organization  of  Lodges,  and  the  principles  underlying  the  Order,  they 
can  be  easily  imagined  and  readily  understood  -but  there  is  some- 
thing vague  in  the  expression,  and  wo  ore  inclined  to  think  it  is  not 
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folly  comprehended  even  by  those  most  using  it.  Among  the  land- 
marks laid  down  by  Simons,  is  that  of  the  ''prerogative  of  the  Grand 
Master  to  make  Masons  at  sight."  Mackey  says,  *'the  nniversal  lan- 
guage and  the  universal  laws  of  Masonry  are  landmarks."  Again,  in 
his  work  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  he  says:  *'We  should  say  that 
the  unwritten  laws  or  customs  of  Masonry  constitute  its  landmarks;" 
and,  in  speaking  of  the  diversity  of  opiuion  among  recognized  writers 
on  this  subject,  he  says:  **  Perhaps  the  safest  method  is  to  restrict 
them  U'  those  ancient  and  therefore  nniversal  customs  of  the  Order 
which  gradually  grew  into  operation  as  rules  of  action,  or,  if  once 
enacted  by  any  competent  authority,  were  enacted  at  a  period  so  re- 
mote that  no  account  of  their  origin  is  to  be  found  in  the  records  of 
history;  or,  as  the  lawyers  say  of  the  common  law  of  klngland,  that 
its  principles  and  rules  have  existed  for  a  time  whereof  the  memory 
of  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary." 

The  government  of  the  Fraternity  by  a  Grand  Master  is  laid  down 
as  the  fourth  landmark,  and  he  claims  that  though  elected  by  a  Grand 
Lodge,  he  is  not  the  Grand  Master  of  that  Grand  Lodge,  but  the 
Grand  Master  of  Masons  of  that  Jurisdiction.  The  prerogative  of 
the  Grand  Master  to  grant  dispensations  for  conferring  degrees  at 
irregular  times,  is  laid  down  as  the  sixth  Landmark.  The  right  to 
make  Masons  at  sight  is  anotber  Landmark.  Lockwood,  in  his  chap- 
ter on  candidates,  speaks  of  the  necessity  of  the  dispensation  of  the 
Grand  Master  to  act  contrary  to  prescribed  rules  ;  he  also  recognizes 
the  right  of  the  Grand  Master  to  make  Masons  at  sight. 

We  think  it  is  established  by  the  foregoing,  that  when  we  allude  to 
Landmarks  of  the  Order,  we  are  alluding  to  something  of  an  uncer- 
tain character,  it  may  be,  to  a  great  extent,  we  can  only  mean  that 
which  has  been  recognized  and  heretofore  esteemed  and  treated  as 
an  established  usage  of  the  fraternity. 

Is  the  power,  then,  to  grant  Dispensations  to  confer  degrees  out  of 
time,  one  which  is  established  as  a  usual  prerogative  of  the  Grand 
Master?  For  this  is  the  power  referred  to  in  the  address  of  Grand 
Master  Cobb.  In  Chase's  Digest,  page  11,  we  find  it  said,  "With  the 
exception  of  the  Grand  Master,  who  possesses  certain  powers,  pre- 
rogatives, and  privileges  by  an  immemorial  right;"  and  on  page  58, 
that  the  "Grand  Master  has  the  power  to  make  more  than  five  broth- 
ers at  one  meeting,  and  to  dispense  with  the  one  month's  previous 
notice  in  conferring  degrees;"  also,  on  page  %,  "The  Grand  Master, 
or  the  one  acting  for  him  in  his  abfience,  htis  the  prerogative  of  grant- 
ing Dispensations  for  conferring  degrees  upon  a  candidate  in  less 
than  CouHtitntir)nal  time,  whenever  he  may  consider  it  to  be  for  the 
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good  of  Hamnry."  Articles  toar  and  &ve,  of  the  old  RegnlntionB, 
■DQonQciDg  mlea  for  the  govemmeDl  of  the  Craft,  declare  what  shall 
Dot  be  doue,  "  aDlesa  by  a  dispeoHatioii  from  the  Grand  Master;" 
•nd  one  of  these  refers  to  the  DiRpeDsatioD  nf  the  time  reqnired  — ex- 
Mtly  tbe  ooHe  under  couaideratioo.  pre-KnpponiDg  that  the  power  to 
dispense  with  the  tin  e  existed  with  the  Grand  Maatei.  These  regu- 
lations were  adopted  in  17'21,  and  were  Dot  coneidered  theo.  and  have 
not  been  considered  since,  as  the  entabli  slime  at  of  new  rules,  bnt 
simply  as  a  oompilation  of  those  fatly  recogoizad  as  io  existeaoe  be- 
fore that  time  ;  and  bence.  they  were  even  then  styled  "  the  old 
Be(;nlationa." 

We  think,  then,  it  ia  anffiuiently  clear  that  this  prerogative  was  in- 
herent in  tbe  office,  prior  to  the  reduction  of  any  rules  or  regnlalious 
tor  the  goveroment  of  MaHonic  Bodies,  to  writiog  ;  and  under  the 
principles  we  have  laid  down  above,  stiil  eiista  in  tbe  office,  if  not 
eipreasly  repealed,  altered,  oi  umended.  If  it  is  repealed,  it  must  be 
done  by  some  provisions  of  the  Contititution  of  onr  Ornnd  Lodge. 
This  brings  ns  to  the  coneideratiun  of  tbe  second  point  in  oar  argu- 
ment :  Is  there  anything  in  that  Constitutioa  which  expressly  or  by 
necessary  implication  inhibits  the  exercise  of  that  power? 

tiection  2,  at  Article  IV,  of  the  Cnnatilntion  says  of  the  Orand 
Master,  that  be  shall  "  exercise  a  supervising  control  over  tbe  Craft 
tbroogbout  the  State,  conformiDg  in  all  thingn  to  the  Conatitatiiiu 
and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  tbe  ancieat  laodmarbs  of 
tbe  Fraternity."  Thus,  by  the  very  terms  of  the  provisions,  it  is 
ooiiceded  and  admitted  that  there  are  rules  and  regulations  to  which 
tbe  Grand  Master  mast  coaform,  independent  and  outside  □(  those 
laid  down  and  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  When  we  come  to  in- 
spect that  insttuement,  to  see  whether  or  no  it  was  deemed  proper 
and  Gt  to  regnlate  tbe  exercise  by  bim  of  any  of  the  powers  of  his 
office,  we  find  that  tbe  only  one  r^ulated  by  it  is  the  power  to  grant 
dispensations  tor  new  Lodges. 

Thus,  by  tbe  vrrj  failure  of  the  Constitution  to  undertake  in  any 
manner  to  limit  or  prescribe  bis  powers  in  any  other  respect,  we  are 
forced  to  tbe  conclasion  that  it  was  tbe  intention  of  the  makers  of 
that  coDStitntion  to  suffer  nnd  permit  those  powers  in  all  olher  re- 
speclx  to  remain  as  they  existed  prior  to  its  adoption.  Nowhere  do 
*e  find  that  in  any  particalar,  sate  this,  are  his  inherent  preroga- 
tiTes  either  abridged  or  destroyed.  And  whence,  then,  the  proposi- 
tion that  be  poseesaes,  since  the  adoption  of  that  iDstrument,  no 
powers  save  such  an  are  distinctly  provided  for  in  that  instrument? 
If  he  possesses  no  pouers  but  those  expressly  given   by  it,  then  sec- 
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tion  2,  Article  lY,  is  intended  to  prescribe  all  of  his  powers,  and  to 
repeal,  abrogate,  or  nnnal,  so  mach  of  the  old  regolations  asgiye 
him  any  other  authority.  Assuming  this  constrnotion  to  be  a  proper 
one,  and  we  find  that  he  can  grant  a  dispensation  on  bat  that  one 
subject.  What  then,  becomes  of  his  power  to  revive  a  slumbering 
Lodge  ?  What  authority  has  he  to  allow  elections  at  other  times  than 
those  prescrii)ed  by  the  Constitation  ?  And  yet,  each  of  these  powers 
has  been  for  years  regularly  exercised,  without  dispute  by  any  one. 

But  the  same  section  provides,  that  he  shall  see  that  the  rules  and 
usages  of  the  Graft  are  strictly  observed,  as  well  as  th  it  he  shall  con- 
form in  all  things  to  the  Constitution  and  regulations  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  the  ancient  landmarks  of  the  Fraternity. 

Again,  in  the  examination  of  the  section,  the  question  presses  itself 
upon  our  attention,  what  are  the  usuages  of  the  Craft  ?  Article  V.,  of 
the  old  regulations  reads  :  **No  man  can  be  accepted  a  member  of  a 
particular  Lodge,  without  previous  notice,  one  month  before,  given 
to  the  Lodge,  to  make  due  inquiry  into  the  reputation  and  capacity 
of  the  candidate,  unless  by  k  Dispensation  ;"  and  Article  IV  termi- 
uates  with  these  words,  to  which,  however,  are  added  '*from  the 
Grand  Masters.'*  What  then,  is  a  Dispensation  ?  It  is  a  *' license  to 
do  what  is  forbidden  by  laws  or  canons,  or  to  omit  something  which 
is  commanded."  This,  then,  is  a  power  recognized  as  existing  some- 
where ;  and  where  does,  or  ought  this  power  to  lie?  We  think  it  is 
sufficiently  clearly  established,  that  originally  this  prerogative  be- 
longed to  and  was  inherent  in  the  office  of  the  Grand  Master.  If 
this  be  BO,  then  bome  of  the  charges  to  a  Master  when  installed  cease 
to  be  ambiguous  or  meaningless  ;  they  haiea  clear  and  unmistakable 
meaning,  and  are  of  great  and  significant  import.  We  all  remember 
that  MaNters  are  required  to  give  their  assent  to  many  charges,  among 
which  are,  to  *'  discontenance  importers  and  all  deserters  from  the 
original  plan  of  Masonry,  and  also  strictly  to  conform  to  every  edict 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  General  Assembly  of  Masons  that  is  not  sub- 
versive of  the  principles  and  ground-work  of  Masonry,"  and  again, 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  or  body  of  men,  to  make  in- 
novations in  the  body  ot  Masonry. 

In  conclusion,  then,  upon  the  second  point  of  our  argument,  we 
respectfully  submit  that  the  sections  of  our  Constitution  will  be 
searched  in  vain  to  find  any  clause,  sentence,  or  word,  which  would 
indicate  on  the  part  of  itH  framcrs  a  purpose  or  intent  to  inhibit  a 
Grand  Master  from  the  exercise  of  those  powers  which  are  adherent 
in  the  office,  and  which  have  been  recognized  from  time  imme- 
morial. 
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It  is  said  by  Grand  Master  Cobb,  in  his  address,  that  to  hold  ihat 
the  Grand  Masters  had  other  powers  than  those  expressly  given  by 
that  Constitution,  would  be  to  '*  subject  the  Craft  to  an  arbitrary  and 
supreme,  possibly  to  a  weak,  fickle,  and  vacillating  will,  who^e  love 
of  authority  may  cause  him  to  disregard  every  ancient  law-mark,  and 
leave  the  Fraternity  **  tossing  helpless  upon  the  weltering  angry 
waves  of  ambition,  with  no  blessed  haven  in  the  disUince,  whose 
guiding  star  invites  us  to  its  welcome  rest."  Brother  Cobb  does  not 
decide  this  question,  merely  advancing  this  as  an  argament  and  we 
would  reply  in  the  language  of  those  same  old  regulations.  Article  19, 
*'If  the  Grand  Master  should  abuse  his  great  power  and  render  him- 
self unworthy  of  the  obedience  and  submission  of  the  Lodge,  he 
shall  be  treated  in  a  way  and  manner  to  be  agreed  upon  in  a  new 
Regulation,  because  hitherto  the  ancient  Fraternity  have  had  no  oc- 
casion for  it."  Mackey,  in  his  most  excellent  work  on  Masonic  Juris- 
prudence, lays  it  dt)wn  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Grand 
Master  was  formerly  responsible  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Masons 
for  any  obuse  of  his  high  trust.  But  the  dangers  which  might  result 
from  an  abuse  in  the  exercise  of  those  powers  which  are  vested  in 
that  officer,  outside  and  independent  of  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, can  be  no  argument  against  their  exist<ruce.  It  is  true  that 
he  may  abuse  those  powers  and  oppress  the  Craft ;  but  if  the  powers 
which  he  has  are  limited  to  those  given  in  the  Constitution,  it  is 
equally  true  that  he  may  abu^e  those  ;  and  unless  the  power  exists 
somewhere,  to  exercise  Jurisdiction  over  that  officer,  he  might  become 
as  oppressive  and  tyranical  by  the  abuse  of  powers  granted  by  the 
Constitution  as  he  could  by  the  abuse  of  those  found  elsewhere.  If 
that  supervisory  Jurisdiction  exists,  there  is  no  more  danger  of  op- 
pression or  tyranny  from  the  abuse  of  powers  which  are  contained  in 
the  lex  non  scripta^  than  there  is  in  the  abuse  of  those  which  are  sot 
out  in  the  written  Constitution. 

We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion,  that  the  Grand  Master  of  Masons 
in  the  State  of  Alabama  does  possess  and  may  exercise  powers  and 
prerogatives  outside  of  those  given  by  the  written  Constitution  ;  and 
that  in  determining  whether  or  no  in  any  given  state  he  may  exercise 
such  power,  we  are  to  be  guided  and  controlled  by  the  ancient  Land- 
marks of  the  Order,  unless  the  power  there  foand  is  expressly  or  by 
necessary  implication  prohibited  by  the  written  Constitution. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

P.  J.  PILLANS,  Chairman. 
JOSEPH  H.  JOHNSON, 
H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 
H.  H.  BROWN. 
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And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  Brothers 
Palmer  J.  Pillans,  Eufus  W.  Cobb,  and  William  Carey 
Bledsoe,  acting  as  tellers ;  and  the  election  resulted  as 
follows : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

John  Gideon  Habris,  Montgomery,  GraDd  Master. 
Mtlbs  Jeffebsom  Greene,  Opelika,  Depnty  Grand  Master. 
William  Theodore  Atkins,  BirininQ;haui,  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Hbnrt  Hart  Brown,  North  Port,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
William  Hbnrt  Dinolby,  Montgomery,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Daniel  Satue,  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary. 
Adam  Bbioart  Bakbr,  Montgomery,  Grand  Tiler. 

And  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  subsequently  an- 
nounced the  following  as  the — 

APPOINTED   GRAND   OFFICERS. 

Key.  William  Caret  Bledhoe,  Lafayette,  Grand  Chaplain. 
Gborgr  Frederic  Moore,  Montgomery,  Grand  Marshal. 
Orman  Allen  Ddke,  Clanton,  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 
George  M.  Morrow,  Birmingham,  Grand  Janior  Deacon. 
Lemuel  G.  Dawson,  Ware,  Grand  Steward. 
Francis  L.  Pettus,  Selma,  Grand  Steward. 

Brother  Thomas  T.  Roche,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

To  the  M.  W.  Or  ami  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Yoar  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  having  examined  the 
Retarns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  to  be — 

CORRECT  : 

Mount  Vernon No.  439    Calera No.  445 

Forney *•    440  i  Bankhead **    449 

Allsboro *•    444 
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INOOBBKGT  : 

Stekl's  Station  No.  432.— For  1884,  name  of  one  affiliate  not  pnt 
in  the  list  of  members  ;  names  of  two  dimitted  pnt  in  the  list  of 
members;  S.  W.  signs  his  name  as  secretary;  one  raised  not  pnt  on 
the  list  of  members  and  no  dues  paid  for  him;  dates  at  the  bottom 
not  filled  ont. 

BBANCHyiUiE  No.  433. —Figures  in  the  recapitulation  and  in  the 
table  of  fees  not  put  in  the  right  place;  seal  not  pltimb. 

Andalusia  No.  434. — Recapitulation  not  put  in  figures;  number  of 
members  not  filled  out. 

Ware  No.  435. —Recapitulation  not  filled  out  with  figures.  This 
lodge  undertakes  to  affiliate  £.  A.  and  F.  0. 

Bethlehem  No.  442.— Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out;  not  signed 
by  the  Secretary;  no  dates  to  several  initiations  and  passings. 

Tatlob  No.  447.— Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out;  no  dates  to 
rejections. 

Co A3UBVBO  No.  448.  —Initials  used;  no  date  to  one  initiation;  not 
signed  by  the  Secretary. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

THOMAS  T.  ROCHE,  Chairman. 
JAMES  J.  BROWN. 

Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made 
the  following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
concurred  in,  except  that  part  in  reference  to  the  Ap- 
peal from  Wetumpka  No.  39,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

REPORT  ON  SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

To  th^  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  report : 

Ist.  Your  Committee  has  examined  the  appeal  of  Brother  Charles 
H.  Reynolds  from  a  decision  of  Hopewell  Lodge  No.  193,  on  the  trial 
of  Stephen  L.  Smith,  a  member  of  said  Lodge.  Hopewell  Lodge 
tried  Stephen  L.  Smith  under  the  charge  of  ** gross  unmasonio  con- 
duct,**  with  three  specificaiions,  alleging  unbecoming  and  intemperate 
language,  on  the  part  o^  Sn^itl^,  ooi^ce^nio^  the  lodge.    At  ^aid  trial 
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Stephen  L.  Smith  was  fonnd  gnilty,  and  he  was  iixdefimtdy  suspended. 

From  the  testimony  in  this  canse  it  appears  that  there  was  do  plea 
of  *'not  gailty"  to  the  charge  and  specifications,  but  that  Smith, 
thinking  he  could  not  be  in  the  Lodge  at  the  time  set  for  his  trial, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  lodge  stating  he,  the  defendant,  ''was  sorry  that 
he  had  said  anything  to  give  offense,"  and  asked  'Hhe  lodge  to  deal 
as  mercifully  with  him  as  possible.*' 

A  **note  of  explanation,"  written  to  the  Grand  Lodge  by  the  secre- 
tary of  Hopewell  Lodge,  and  included  in  the  transcript,  sets  forth 
some  facts  which,  to  a  certain  extent,  tone  down  Smithes  nnmasonic 
conduct.  The  secretary  says  that,  some  years  ago,  charges  were 
preferred  against  this  defendant;  he  was  tried  and  sentenced  to  suf- 
fer a  reprimand.  Before  the  trial  he  had  moved  away  to  Troy,  Ala- 
bama, and  was  not  at  said  trial,  but  was  notified  to  appear  at  the 
Lodge  to  receive  the  reprimand.  He  came,  but  the  Lodge  had  no 
meeting  ;  so  he  left  word,  asking  the  Lodge  to  take  the  will  for  the 
deed.  This  the  Lodge  refused  to  do,  but  notified  Smith  lo  appear 
again.  He  wrote  to  the  Lodge  that  he  could  not  be  present  on  the 
day  indicated,  but  that  on  a  certain  future  day  he  would  -appear.  On 
its  arrival,  sleep  held  him  in  its  embrace  until  the  train,  leaving  be- 
fore sunrise,  had  departed.  Defendant  went  by  private  conveyance 
and  reached  his  destination  at  2  o'clock.  The  Lodge  had  closed  at 
one,  after  preferring  charges  against  Smith  for  disobedience  to  sum- 
mons. A  day  was  set  for  trial,  and  he  attended.  While  the  trial  was 
in  progress,  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  leave  on  the  train  for 
home.  When  he  had  gone  down  from  the  Lodge  hall,  he  indulged 
in  the  offensive  remark  specified  under  the  charge. 

Viewing  the  naked  evidence  in  this  case  -for  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  this  committee  is  restricted  to  consideration  of  testimony 
contained  in  the  transcript  — we  are  of  the  opinion  that  our  brethren 
of  Hopewell  Lodge  might  have  used  less  severity  toward  the  offender 
without  detriment  to  the  cause  of  masonry.  That  Smith  should  have 
suffered  some  penalty,  is  undoubtedly  true;  nevertbeless,  his  expres- 
sion of  regret  at  what  he  had  said  under  the  impulse  of  disappoint- 
ment, and  his  appenl  for  mercy,  should  have  had  some  weight. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Hopewell  Lodge  No.  lt»3, 
which,  on  the  sixth  day  of  August,  188o,  indefinitely  suspended 
Stephen  L.  Smith,  be  reversed,  and  that  the  penalty  in  said  case 
be  reduced  to  suspension  for  twelve  months  from  the  date  above 
named. 

Appeal  of  Brother  C.  K.  McMorris  from  the  decision  of  Wetumpka 
Lodge  No.  39,  which  decision  was  founded  on  a  decision  of  Grand 
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Master  John  H.  Bankhead  in  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Charles 
H.  Manning  for  initiation  into  said  Lodge. 

From  the  proceedings  in  this  matter  it  appears  that  the  committee 
on  the  petitition  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Manning,  entertaining  doubts  as  to  the 
legality  of  action  on  said  petition,  Manning  having  been  a  resident 
of  another  connty  of  Alabama,  prior  to  the  period  of  about  eight 
months  before  he  petitioned  the  Lodge,  asked  further  time.  When 
they  did  make  report,  it  was  favorable,  and  the  committee  was  dis- 
charged. The  petition  was  then  referred  to  a  new  committee,  and, 
on  motion,  the  W.  M.  was  instructed  to  obtain  an  official  decision 
as  to  the  right  of  the  Lodge  to  act  on  Manning's  petition,  and  to  re- 
port thereon  at  the  next  regular  communication.  An  official  decision 
was  made,  and  in  the  same  Grand  Master  Bankhead  declared  said 
petition  illegal,  intimating  at  the  same  time,  that  the  Lodge  should 
return  Manning's  petition  with  the  accompaning  fee. 

The  Grand  Master  calls  the  attention  of  the  Lodge  to  Past  Grand 
Master  Tompkins'  opinion,  iucludt-d  in  the  "Proceedings"  of  1881, 
p.  15. — See  Constitution  and  Digest,  p.  89,  Art.  XXI,  subdiv.  3  :  as 
follows  :  **  A  Lodge  by-law  provided  that  no  candidate  shall  be  re- 
ceived unless  he  had  resided  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge 
twelve  months;  a  resolution  passed  by  this  Grand  Lodge  contains 
a  similar  provision  :  Iltld — that  the  object  of  these  provisions  is  to 
prevent  the  lodge  from  receiving  unworthy  material,  by  giving  them 
ample  opportunity  of  learning  the  character  of  the  candidate,"  &c. 
Past  Grand  Mastt^r  Tompkins'  opinion,  in  this  connection,  is  not 
really  before  ns  because  the  case  cited  by  him  is  one  in  which  a  lodge 
by-law  requires  residence  of  twelve  months  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  lodge  before  an  applicant  for  the  degrees  can  be  initiated. 

The  transcript  of  proceedings  at  Wetumpka  Lodge,  now  in  the 
hands  of  your  committee,  is  absolutely  silent  as  to  the  existence  of 
any  by-law  of  said  lodge,  containing  such  provision  concerning  the 
length  of  time  during  which  the  applicant  must  have  resided  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge. 

If  Wetumpka  Lodge  has  no  such  by-law,  we  must  fall  back  upon 
the  Edicts  and  Decisions  of  the  Grand  L')dge,  since  there  is  no  pro- 
vision concerning  this  matter  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  *  similar  provision"  alluded  to  by  Past  Grand  Master  Tompkins 
in  his  opinion,  appears  to  be  found  in  Edicts  and  Decisions,  Art, 
XXXIII,  subdiv.  13,  which  reads  as  follows:  **No  subordinate 
lodge  shall  initiate  any  person  wJio  has  not  been  a  resident  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodje  for  twelve  months  next  preceding 
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such  initiation;**  with  a  provision  that  this  prohibition  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  soldiers,  sailors,  and  clergymen. 

We  respectfully  snbmit  thnt  a  reasonable  construction  of  SnbdiTi- 
sion  13,  Article  XXXIII,  carries  with  it  the  right  to  initiate  one  who 
may  not  have  resided  a  year  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge,  pro- 
vided he  shall  have  lived  in  this  State  twelve  months. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Wetumpka  Lodge 
No.  39,  in  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Manning,  be  re- 
versed by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Bro.   Penick,  Secretary  of  Wetumpka  Lodge,  is  complimented  on 

the  order  and  neatness  of  his  transcript. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  Y.  TITCOMB,  Chairman. 

Brother  Daniel  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  mad^  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
concurred  in.     (See  Appendix.) 

Brother  Charles  Mohr,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  GHAUTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

To  the  M.    W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing— 

GOBBKCT  : 


Ghidsden. 


No.  236    Belleville No.  260 


Bowen   ** 

Coosa " 

Ramer " 

Dawson 

John  Payne 

Camp  Creek 

North  Port ** 


(( 


<< 


.< 


240  Talladega 

242  Highland— 2  years 

243  Walnut  Grove  ... 

24^1  Meridian , 

245  Pea  River 

251  Frankfort 

252  Northern 


Ervin **    257    Springville 


261 
262 
264 

*  2C5 

*  271 

*  275 

*  278 

*  280 
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INOOBBBOT  : 

FaibmountNo.  238.— BeoapitnlHtion  not  filled  up  with  fignres,  dates 
at  the  bottom  not  filled  oat. 

Habbison  No.  246.— Recapitulation  not  filled  up  with  figures,  seal 
illegible.  • 

GbofwbllNo.  247.— Two  years,  for  1884,  recapitulation  not  filled 
out  with  figures,  not  signedby  the  W.  M.  for  1885,  no  dates  to  rein- 
statements, not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Lawbbncr  No.  248. — Neither  name  nor  number  on  the  back,  reca- 
pitulation not  filled  up  in  the  right  place;  neither  name,  number,  nor 
date  in  the  heading,  no  seal,  dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  in. 

Amamd  No.  250. — Names  abbreviated,  table  of  dues  not  filled  omt 
with  the  number  of  ministers,  dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

GATLBSYiiiLE  No.  256.  -Several  marked  reinataied  after  the  end  of 
the  Masonic  year.  This  lodge  has  31  members,  of  which  5  are  M.  G., 
and  only  pays  for  25,  therefore  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Mount  Pleasant  No.  266. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  with  fig- 
ures, seal  not  plumb  and  appears  to  be  colored  with  lamp  black. 

Bdtlkb  Spbinos  No.  270.— Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  treas- 
urer put  down  as  proxy  but  for  which  of  the  officers  does  not  appear, 
date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Clifton  No.  272. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  with  figures,  table 
of  dues  not  filled  out,  date  of  reinstatements  in  the  wrong  place,  no 
seal. 

Labkinsvillb  No.  277. — Initials  used,  members  not  numbered. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

OHAS.  A.  MOHR, 
MOSES  D.  PIN80N, 
FRANCIS  L.  PETTUS, 
A.  S.  STROUT, 

Committee. 

Brother  Henry  F.  Montgomery,  from  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  1. 

7b  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  the  following  to  be  — 

COBBECT  : 

Helion No.     1  ,  George  Washington No.  24 

25 
27 
36 
39 
43 
50 


Rising  Virtue **  4  Dale 

Moulton **  6  Selma  Fraternal 

Farrar **  8  Washington   

Gilead "  9  Wetumpka.  .    . 

Montgomery    *•  11  Leigh  ton— 1885. 

Saint  Albans **  22  Union 


INCOBRECT  : 

Alabama  No.  3.— Amounts  under  the  bead  of  dues  and  fees  in  the 
wrong  place. 

Macon  No.  7.— Seal  illegible. 

RoTAL.  White  Habt  No.  10.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  seal  not 
plumb. 

Flobencb  No.  14. — Badly  written,  initials  and  abbreviations  used 
to  many  names,  number  of  members  and  ministers  not  set  down  in 
table  of  dues. 

Athens  No.  16. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  dates  at  the  bottom 
not  filled  out. 

LaFatette  No.  26. — Heading  not  filled  out. 

Rising  Sun  No.  29. — Name,  and  number,  aod  year,  and  amount  of 
Dues  not  on  the  back;  recapitulation  not  filled  out,  heading  not  filled 
out,  initials  and  abbreviations  used,  date  not  filled  out,  seal  not 
plumb. 

Autauga  No.  31. — No  dates  to  deaths  or  dimitted,  not  signed  by* 
W.  M. 

CouBTLAND  No.  37.— Seal  illegible,  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  oat 

Mobile  No.  40.-'List  of  members  badly  scratched,  initials  and  ab- 
breviations used,  dates  at  the  bottom  not  fiiled  out. 

HiBAM  No.  42. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  dates  at  the  bottom 
not  tilled  out,  seal  makes  no  impression,  name  and  number  of  lodge 
not  at  the  bottom. 

Leiohton  No.  43.  -Initials  used,  undertiikes  to  affiliate  a  F.  C. 
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Gaston  No.  44.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  date  at  the  bottom 
not  filled  out. 

Dkmopolis  No.  49.— Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back,  recapitulation 
not  filled  out  with  figures. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

HENRY  F.  MONTGOMERY, 
HENRY  F.  FANCHER, 
JOHN  S.  LIGHTFOOT, 
JEPTHA  N.  SCOTT, 

Committee. 

Brother  John  F.  White,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  the  3f.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  have  carefully  exam- 
ined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  and  beg  leare  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing— 

COBBBCT  : 


Missouri No.  146 


Rodgersville 

Maysville 

Peuick  

Mount  Hope— 2  years 

Elba 

Fellowship , 

Andrew  Jackson 


147 
15« 
161 
168 
170 
172 
173 


Desotoville No.  178 

Mount  Eagle **  185 

Landmark.   '*  187 

Tombigbee "  190 

Brush  Creek '*  191 

Chattahoochee **  192 

HopeweU «*  193 


INCOBBKCT  : 

MoKBOEYixj'E  No.  153.  —Page  of  Degrees  Conferred  incorrectly  re- 
corded, Master's  name  not  signed  in  the  right  place. 

NiXBUBOH  No.  154. — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out  in  both, 
no  dates  to  one  death. 

Hemdbix  No.  162.  —Initials  and  abbreviations  used,  no  dates  to 
Initiations  and  Passings,  4  members  not  numbered,  and  reports  in  the 
recapitulation  no  members  in  good  standing. 

Fatbttcyille  Authentic  No.  163.— Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out, 
Master's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  place. 
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SuiitbbNo.  166.— Becapitnlation  not  filled  oat,  no  date  to  initia- 
tion and  passing. 

CiiOPTON  No.  171.— Reoapitnlation  incorrctly  filled  ont,  seal  illeg- 
ble. 

MuuMT  HiLLiABD  No.  180. — FoT  2  yean,  for  1884,  reoapitnlation  not 
filled  oat,  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  oat.    For  1885,  number  and 
name  net  indorsed  on  the  back,  recapitulation  not  filled  out  nor  the 
dates  at  the  bottom . 
GuMTONvnxB  No.  188. — Seal  illegible. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

JOHN  F.  WHITE. 
R.  H.  L.  WHORTON, 
J.  F.  THOMPSON, 

Committee. 

Brother  William  T.  Clark,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHAJITERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  report.  Having  examined  the  returns  submitted  to  them, 
they  find  the  following  — 

cobbect: 

Tuckabatchee No.     96  |  Columbia No.  135 

Lozahatchee  "      97    Unity "    136 

ForestHill **     110  '  Shelby •'    140 

DeKalb "    116    Baldwin "    142 

Yorkville **     131  ,  Fraternity •«    145 

INCOBBBCT : 

Henbt  No.  91.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out. 

Sawyeb  No.  93.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  number  of  members 
in  good  standing  not  riet  down,  dates  in  the  heading  not  filled  out, 
seal  upside  down  and  very  indistinct. 

Fulton  No.  98.  —Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to  direc- 
tions. 
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Bjlrtwkuj  No.  101. — Grade  of  members  not  designated,  reoapitala- 
tion  improperly  filled  oat. 

NflWBEBN  No.  102.— Heading  not  filled  ont,  wrong  date  at  the  bot- 
tom. 

Good  Samasitam  No.  104.  —  Reciipitulation  improperly  filled  out, 
abbreviations  used  ;  as  the  table  of  fees  is  filled  out  this  lodge  charges 
Dothiog  for  conferring  the  degrees. 

Sheloh  No.  105.  — Seal  not  plumb,  and  initials  and  abbreviations 
used,  recapitulation  improperly  filled  out. 

Hebmon  No.  106.  —Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out. 

NoTASULOA  No.  119.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  initials  used, 
DO  dates  to  reinstatements  and  suspensions. 

Havana  No.  123. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  abbreviations  used, 
no  seal. 

Felix  No.  124  —Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  abbreviations  used, 
year  A.  L.  erroneously  set  down. 

Hkbndom  No.  125. — Recapitulation  erroneously  set  down,  partly  in 
figures,  and  partly  written. 

BoLivAK  No.  127. — Recapitulation  erroneous,  partly  written,  and 
partly  in  figures,  one  name  abbreviated,  dates  at  the  bottom  not 
filled  out,  no  seal.     But  then— the  W.  M.  is  75  years  old. 

Geneva  No.  129.— Seal  illegible,  grade  of  members  not  designated, 
Dumbers  under  the  head  of  Dues  being  written  out  instead  of  being 
in  figures. 

WiLET  No.  134.— Recapitulation  written  out  instead  of  being  in  fig- 
ures as  required,  no  seal. 

Bethel  No.  141. — Recapitulation  written  out  instead  of  being  in 
figures,  abbreviations,  seal  nearly  illegible. 

Burleson  No.  143.  —One  initiation  and  one  entered  improperly  set 
down,  abbreviations  used,  figures  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  dollar 
mark,  dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out,  seal  illegible. 

Dalevxllb  No.  144.— Name  not  on  the  back. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

WILLIAM  T.  CLARK, 

Chairman. 

Brother  George  M.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  the  M,  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  committee  od  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  Retarns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following — 

CO&BBCT  : 

New  Market No.  52  |  Liberty No.  65 

Greening .   **    53  j  Hampden  Sidney *'    67 


Troy "    56 

Benton "59 

Saint  Johns **    62 

Social "63 

Eureka •'    64 


Howard *  69 

Central "  70 

Widow's  Son "  73 

Erophotic "  84 


I 

INCOEBECT  : 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55. — Heading  not  filled  out;  no  date  to  suspen- 
sions N.  P.  D. ;  seal  illegible. 

TusKEGBE  No.  57. — Initials  used;  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out; 
number  of  members  not  set  down  in  the  table  of  dues. 

ToMPKiMsvnxE  No.  61.— Date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

HoLSKT  No.  68. — Initials  used;  no  seal;  number  of  members  not 
set  down  in  the  table  of  dues. 

ToHOPKKA  No.  71.— Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out;  no  date  to 
F.  C,  E.  A.,  re-instatemeots,  and  affiliations;  initials  used. 

Soi/OMON  No.  74.— Recapitulntion  improperly  filled  oat. 

Ck)KKBViLL.E  No.  75.-  Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out;  dates  in 
the  heading  wrong;  grade  of  members  not  given;  number  of  mem- 
bers not  set  down  in  the  table  of  dues;  name  of  1  dimitted  not  given; 
nor  of  2  rejected. 

WiL,cox  No.  80.— Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out;  no  date  to 
suspensions  N.  P.  D.,  seal  illegible. 

Fbiendship  No.  83. — Date  in  the  heading  erroneous;  seal  totally* 
illegible. 

Meridian  Sun  No.  88. — Date  in  the  heading  erroneous;  no  date  to 
one  death. 

Pbattyille  No.  89.  —  Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out;  pays  no 
dues  for  one  member;  but  which  one  is  not  marked;  grade  of  mem- 
bers not  indicated. 

Pfisteb  No.  90.— Initials  and  abbreviations  used;  seal  illegible. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

GEORGE  M.  MORROW, 

Chairman. 
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Brother  LaFayette  B.  Hanna,  from  the  Committee 
on  Dispensations  No.  1 ,  made  the  following  report,  and 

the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

« 

REPORT  ON  DISPENSATIONS  NO.  1. 

To  the  M.   W.  Or  and  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  1,  report  as  follows  : 

We  have  examined  the  bookn  of  Forney  Lodge  No.  440,  Anniston 
Lodge  No.  443,  and  Allsborough  Lodge  No.  444,  and  find  them  neatly 
and  correctly  kept,  and  the  business  transactions  of  the  Lodge  are 
all  in  proper  form,  and  according  to  Masonic  cnstoms. 

The  miontes  of  Bethlehen  Lodge  No.  442  are  substantialy  correct, 
with  the  exception  of  some  informalities,  which  the  Secretary  conld 
have  avoided  by  observing  the  forms  for  the  minutes  of  subordinate 
lodges,  and  which  the  M.  W.  of  this  Lodge  should  have  required  of 
his  Secretary.  We  suggest  to  the  officers  of  Bethlehem  Lodge  that 
they  study  more  cloiiely  and  atleutively  the  constitution,  regulations, 
find  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  relative  to  their  work  and  business. 

We  recommend  that  charters  be  granted  to  each  of  the  above 
named  Lodges. 

.  L.  R.  HANNA, 

Chairman. 

Brother  James  M.  Osborne,  from  the  Committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  the  following  re- 
port, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT   ON   PROPOSITIONS  AND   GRIEVANCES. 

To  the  M.    W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

The  Committee  on  Propositions  and  grievances  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  considered  all  the  papers  referred  to  them — 

And  find  :  1.  The  Certificate  from  Macon  Lodge  No.  7,  granting 
permission  to  Santa  Fe  Lodge  No.  226,  to  remove  sai«l  Santa  Fe 
Lodge  within  the  jurisdiction  of  said  Macon  Lodge  No.  7;  but  find 
DO  petition  from  a  majority  of  the  members  of  said  Santa  Fe  Lodge 
asking  for  such  removal  as  contemplated  by  Edict  No.  8,  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  proceedings  of  1848,  of  page  61,  of  the  Masonic  Digest, 
your  committee,  therefore,  make  no  recommendation  in  this  case. 
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2.  A  proposition  signed  by  Brother  Isaac  C.  Hall,  in  the  nature  of 
a  resolation,  asking  this  Grand  Lodge  to  donate  to  Brothers  J.  T. 
Johnston  and  James  OarroU  the  bnilding  and  ground  on  which  Wind 
Greek  Lodge  No.  267  stands  for  school  and  church  purposes. 

We  recommend  that  this  Grand  Lodge  appoint  a  committee  to  dis- 
pose of  this  property,  and  report  their  action  to  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  ratify  the  action  of  said 
committee,  and  convey  said  property  to  the  person  or  persons  to 
whom  the  same  may  be  disposed. 

3.  Your  Committee  also  find  a  communication  signed  by  Past 
Grand  Master  George  D.  Nonis,  asking  this  Grand  Lodge  to  grant 
assistance  to  New  Market  Lodge  No.  52,  to  rebuild  their  Lodge  Hall, 
and  donate  to  said  Lodge  $10.00,  the  amount  of  dues  from  said 
Lodge  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  year  1885. 

We  recommend  that  the  dues  of  said  Lodge,  for  the  year  1885,  be 
remitted,  and  as  to  aiding  said  Lodge  to  rebuild  its  Hall,  we  recom- 
mend that  no  aid  be  granted. 

4.  Also,  a  petition  signed  by  John  Thompson  setting  forth  the 
fact  that  he  had  been  expelled  from  Russellville  Lodge  No.  371,  and 
an  appeal  from  said  decision  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  1884,  at  its  An- 
nual Communication,  was  changed  by  the  Grand  Lod^e  from  expul- 
sion to  indefinite  suspension.  He  now  prays  to  be  restored  to  the 
rights  and  benefits  of  masonry.  From  the  evidence  before  your 
Committee  we  can  see  no  reason  why  the  Grand  Lodge  should  take 
further  action  in  the  case  of  Brother  John  Thompson,  and  recom- 
mend that  Brother  Thompson  first  settle  with  his  Lodge  and  then 
apply  to  his  Lodge  for  restoration. 

5.  We  find  a  paper  presented  to  your  Committee  in  the  form  of 
a  petition,  signed  by  John  C.  Hnnkapiller,  praying  for  restoration  to 
the  rights  and  benefits  of  masonry. 

Accompanying  this  petition  is  a  certificate  from  Northern  Lodge 
No  278,  certifying  to  the  good  character  and  standiog  of  said  John  C. 
Hunkapiller  within  the  jurisdiction  of  said  Northern  Lodge. 

In  this  case,  we  recommend  Brother  Hnnkapiller  to  apply  to  the 
lodge  from  which  he  was  expelled  for  restoration,  presenting  with 
his  application,  the  certificate  and  recommendation  of  Northern 
Lodge  No  278. 

6.  There  has  been  presented  to  your  Committee  a  paper  in  the 
form  of  a  petition,  signed  by  E.  Foster,  Worshipful  Master  of  Bank- 
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heftd  Lodge  No.  449,  praying  for  the  removal  of  said  Lodge  from  its 
present  location  in  Tnskaloosa  cnnnty,  four  and  a  half  miles  east  of 
Antioch,  to  Prude's  Creek  ohnroh  in  said  oonnty. 

This  petition  not  being  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
said  Lodge,  we  refuse  to  recommend  the  removal,  and  would  recom- 
mend said  Lodge  to  comply  with  Edict  No.  8,  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  1848,  on  page  61,  Masonic  Digest,  and  Section 
No.  23,  of  Article  VI,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  on 
page  18  of  the  Masonic  Digest. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

JAMES  M.  OSBORNE, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Thomas  P.  Whitby  introduced  the  following, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  mentioned. 

AS  TO  INSTALLATION  BY  A  DIMITTED  MASON. 

Whereas— The  Worshipful  Master  of  Kiligee  Lodge  No.  199,  did  on 
or  about  the  18th  day  of  July,  1885,  open  the  said  Lodge  for  the  pur- 
pose of  installing  the  officers  elect — 

And  vDhereaSf  It  is  reported  that  the  said  Worshipful  Master,  Brother 
Thomas  McDonald,  after  opening  the  said  Lodge  did  invite  one  T. 
U.  T.  McCain,  a  dimitted  Mason,  to  perform  the  Installation  cere- 
mony— 

And  tphereaSf  A  number  of  the  brethren  of  said  Kiligee  Lodge  No.  199 
are  doubtful  as  to  the  legality  of  said  installation;  and  being  desirous 
of  having  the  question  settled  by  this  Grand  Lodge  — 

Therefore,  He^cived,  That  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence 

are  instructed  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  recommend  such  action 

as  may  seem  proper. 

THOMAS  P.  WHITBY. 

Brother  James  Mills  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  7. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  having  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  they 
find  the  following  to  be— 
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Clinton No.  287 

Norris " 

Central  City " 

Jonenboro *  * 

Charity " 

Bine  Eye ** 


COBBBCT : 

.  287    Nanafalia 

301    Johnson 

305    Georgiana  Davis 

315    Clear  Creek 

331    Echo 

...No. 

335 
337 
338 
340 
345 

332 

INCOB] 

Bienville 

348 

BBCT  . 

Daviston  No.  283.  — Recapitulation  in  the  wrong  place  and  not  in 
figures,  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  oat,  seal  illegible. 

Georgiana  No.  285.— Name  not  on  the  back,  date  in  the  caption 
incorrect 

Walkeb  No  286  —Name  and  number  not  on  the  back,  number  of 
ministers  not  net  down  under  the  head  of  dius^  nor  the  nnmber  of 
members  liable  for  dues. 

Gillespie  No.  290. — Number  of  members  not  set  down  in  the  table 
of  dues,  nor  the  number  of  ministers,  seal  illegible. 

ZioN  No.  304.— Abbreviations  and  initials  used. 

Cldttsville  No.  319.  — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  acoordiog  to 
directions. 

Viola  No.  324.— No  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 

FoBKLAND  No.  330. — Secretary  puts  a  new  heading  under  the  table 
of  Fees,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  returns  which  is  not  required,  not 
signed  by  the  Secretary. 

Raoan  No.  341.— For  2  years,  pays  for  2  members  each  year  less 
than  the  number  -due  the  Grand  Lodge  $2. 

PiKEviLLE  No.  344. — Recapitulation  written  out  instead  of  being  in 
figures  according  to  directions,  gives  suspensions  for  N.  P.  D.  back 
to  1882,  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out. 

HuBTSBOBo  No.  346. — Gives  the  name  of  a  F.  C.  under  the  head  of 
E.  A.,  should  be  only  under  F.  C.  and  the  date  added,  nnmber  of 
ministers  not  set  down  under  the  head  of  dues  according  to  directions, 
not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Ozark  No.  349. — Number  of  M.  G.  not  set  down  in  the  table  of 
dues,  no  date  given  to  one  death,  name  and  number  of  the  Lodge  not 
at  the  bottom  where  it  ought  to  be,  seal  not  plumb. 

SiPSET  No  350  — For  1884,  on  the  page  of  degrees  conferred  one  M. 
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H.  entered  as  a  F.  0.,  and  no  date  to  his  initiation,  seal  illegible, 
wrong  date  at  the  bottom.     Beturns  for  1885  seal  illegible. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

JAMES  MILLS  Jb., 
THOMAS  B.  FOSTER, 
D.  D.  BENNETT, 
COUNOni  B.  HIGHTOWER, 
GEO.  W.  DAWSON, 

Committee. 

'  Brother  William  JT.  Atkins  offered  the  following,  and 
it  was  concurred  in  and  adopted  : 

AS  TO  LASKER  LODGE  NO.  441. 

Whereas^  Lasker  Lodge  No.  441,  at  Birmingham,  by  the  removal  of 
the  Secretary  who  carried  o£P  the  books  and  money,  which  the  Lodge 
has  been  unable  to  secure,  and  is  thereby  temporarily  embarrassed  ; 
therefore  be  it — 

Reaolvedf  That  said  Lodge  be  allowed  30  days  in  which  to  pay  all 
dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the  Dispensation  be  oontinned 
nntil  the  next  Annnal  Commnnioation  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

MASONIO  HOME  AND  COLLEGE. 

All  matter  in  reference  to  the  Masonic  Home  and  College  was  laid 
apon  the  table. 

And  then  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment,  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o'clock. 
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109  m^^mm  mbpoe. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  9, 1885. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  11  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John 
HoUis  Bankhead,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers 
at  their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

BEPOBT  ON  THE  M.  M.  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  work  made  report  on  the  M.  M. 
Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  Bufus  G.  Shanks,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  CHAJITERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  having  carefully  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  they 
find  the  following  — 

COBBKGT  : 

Valley  Head No.  394    Helena No.  410 

Falkville **     396    Amberson *«     412 

Black  Oak— 2  years   **     397    Sulphur  Springs  '•     414 

HawRidge **     399  '  Oak  Level ♦*     415 

Doric  •*    406  .  Milo  Abercrombie ••    429 
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INOOSBBOT  : 

NoBTH  BoBDEB  No.  391. — Sevoii  members  marked  as  Ministers,  but 
omits  to  pay  Dnes  only  for  one;  table  of  dues  not  filled  ont  with  the 
number  of  members,  recapitulation  improperly  filled  ont. 

Habtheul  No.  398.  -  Becapitnlation  not  filled  ont,  no  dates  to  initi- 
ations and  passings,  amounts  in  the  table  of  /ees  in  the  wrong  plaoe, 
dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  ont. 

m 

Hanceville  No.  400.  — Initiatious  and  abbreviations  used  through- 
out, in  the  table  of  fees  puts  down  the  number  of  candidates  and  the 
amount  received  from  each,  claims  2  ministers  but  does  not  designate 
them. 

Gbeen  Hill  No.  40*2.— Does  not  give  the  gradeof  the  members,  seal 
not  plumb,  and  barely  legible. 

Childebsbttbo  No.  403.— Seal  not  plumb. 

HiLLSBOBO  No.  408. — Members  not  numbered,  no  grade  given. 

Jehison  No.  411.— Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out;  dates  at 
the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

High  Shoals  No.  413.— For  1885  recapitulation  improperly  filled 
out;  abbreviations,  degrees  conferred  improperly  entered  up.  For 
1884,  recapitulation  not  filled  out ;  reports  one  dead  but  no  name 
given ;  dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out ;  abbreviations  used. 

Bboomtown  No.  420. — Recapitulation  written  out  instead  of  being 
in  figures;  heading  incorrectly  filled  out;  grade  of  members  not  set 
down. 

Cullman  Fbatebnal  No.  421.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out;  "none* 
not  written  in  places  where  it  ought  to  be;  members  not  numbered; 
no  grade  given;  no  dates  to  deaths,  dimissions,  or  suspensions  N. 
P.  D. ;  dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Shobtebvelle  No.  422.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out;  members  not 
numbered  and  no  grade  given. 

Glantom  No.  423. — No  grade  set  down;  number  of  members  not 
filled  out  in  the  table  of  dues. 

Geoboe  Wilson  No.  424.— Recapitulation  not  properly  filled  out; 
no  date  given  to  initiation  and  passing;  one  newly  raised  not  set 
down  in  the  list  of  members,  therefore  due  the  G.  L.  50  cents. 

Daniel  Pbatt  No.  426. — For  1884,  no  date  to  one  initiated  and 
passed;  two  raised  whose  names  are  not  on  the  list  of  members; 
names  of  four  on  the  list  who  have  dimitted;  no  date  to  one  rejec- 
tion. For  1885,  number  and  name  not  indorsed  on  the  back;  reca- 
pitulation not  filled  out. 

BxLOBEiN  No.  428.— Initials  and  abbreTiations  used;  number  of 
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members  not  set  down  in  the  table  of  dnes;  date  at  the  bottom  not 
filled  ont. 

Albbbttiixe  No.  430. — Two  F.  C.*s  under  the  head  of  M.  M. ;  date 
A.  L.  not  filled  ont;  nnmber  of  members  not  set  down  in  the  table  of 
dnes. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

RUFU8  G.  SHANKS, 
BENJAMIN  D.  WILLIAMS, 
WILLIAM  H.  CHAPMAN, 

Committee. 

Brother  Robert  M.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing— 

COEBBCT  : 


Hillabee  No.  197 

Sylacauga "    200 

PettusviUe •*    207 

Sandy  Ridge **    223 


Newton No.  224 

Dallas "228 

Sepulga **    233 

Harpersville "    235 


INCOBBECT  : 

Cax.ei>omia  No.  198. — Year  not  indorsed  on  the  back;  no  christian 
name  to  one  member;  two  rejected  and  one  dimitted  but  no  names 
given. 

Etlioeb  No.  199. — Wrong  date  in  the  heading;  no  grade  given  to 
members;  table  of  dues  not  properly  filled  out  with  the  numbers. 

VAUiET  No.  203.— Amount  of  dues  not  set  down  on  the  back  ;  re- 
capitulation not  properly  filled  out;  table  of  dues  not  filled  out;  seal 
illegible;  not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Mabshaix  No.  209. — Table  of  dues  not  filled  out  with  the  nnmber 
of  members  and  ministers. 

York  No.  211. — No  dates  on  the  back;  recapitulation  not  filled  ont 
according  to  directions;  no  grade  given  to  members;  name  and  nam. 
ber  of  the  lodge  not  set  down  at  the  foot. 


18R6.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  53 

Putnam  No.  212. — Two  years  Returns  on  one  sheet;  not  signed  by 
the  W.  M. 

BriLDEBS  No.  215. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to  di- 
rections; grade  not  Extended  to  all  the  members;  seal  very  defective 
and  not  plumb. 

8am  Dixon  No.  218.  —Degre9s  Conferred  not  filled  ont  according  to 
directions;  3  affiliates  not  set  down  in  the  list  of  members,  whereby 
dae  the  Grand  Lodge  $1,50;  not  signed  by  the  W.  M.,  and  name  and 
number  of  the  lodge  not  at  the  bottom. 

Tenhaw  No.  221. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to  direc- 
tions; table  of  dues  not  properly  filled  out. 

Louisville  No.  225. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to 
directions;  seal  illegible. 

James  Penn  No.  227.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out  according  to 
directions;  table  of  Dues  and  Fees  not  filled  out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ROBERT  M.  JOHNbON, 
RICHARD  CHTTWOOD, 
JOHN  P.  WEST. 

Committee. 

Brother  Edwin  H.  Bobinson,  from  the  Committee  od 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

To  the  M.  W.   Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  the  following  - 


Wilson  Williams 

Heaton 

GOBI 

. . .  No.  351 
..     **    354 
. ..   •*    355 
...   **    358 

lECT  : 

Cotaco 

Cross  Plains 

..No.  366 
"    368 

Van  Buren 

Barbour 

Gainesville 

E.  H.  Cook 

Trinity 

Newburgh 

"    375 

....   ••    381 

Town  Creek— 2  years . 
Pleasant  Site 

...   •'    361 
...   *•    364 

•*    386 

•*    388 
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IKCOBBBCT  : 

BuTiiKDOB  No.  357.— Seal  totally  illegible;  do  date  to  reiDstatement. 

Ghbstbb  No.  363.  — Recapitalation  and  degrees  conferred  improp- 
erly filled  out;  initials  used;  date  at  the  bottom  improperly  filled 
out. 

GH4NBLKB  No.  367. — No  date  to  the  initiation  and  passing  of  one 
candidate;  table  of  Dues  not  filled  out 'with  the  number  of  n-embere; 
seal  illegible. 

Athblst^n  No.  369.— Yeiir  at  the  top  erroneoun. 

BussELLYHiB  No.  371.— Two  affiliates  under  the  wrong  head. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373. — Table  of  dues  not  filled  out;  one  minis- 
ter not  designated  in  the  liHt  of  members  by  M.  G. ;  recapitulation 
erroneously  filled  up. 

Lakb  City  No.  377. — Date  on  the  back  not  filled  out;  caption  filled 
up  with  the  wrong  date;  table  of  dues  not  filled  up;  no  date  to  sus- 
pensions n.  p.  d. 

BoBBBT  E.  Leb  No.  379.  -No  grade  to  members;  no  date  to  suh- 
pensions  n.  p.  d. ;  initials  used. 

Ohatcheb  No.  380.-  -For  1884,  abounds  in  errors  and  erasures  ;  two 
M.  M.  on  the  outside  not  transferred  to  the  list  of  members;  no  dates 
to  their  receiving  the  degrees;  no  grade  to  the  list  of  members;  dates 
at  the  bottom  erroneous.  For  1885,  no  dates  to  one  receiving  the 
degrees;  abbreviations  used;  no  grade  given  to  members;  claims 
seven  ministers  but  only  six  marked. 

Birmingham  Fbatebnal  No.  384.— Name  of  one  reinstated  not  put 
on  the  list  of  members. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

EDWIN  H.  BOBINSON, 
JOSEPH   IBWIN, 
AMAZIAH  E.  BUBNS, 

Committee. 

Brother  John  De  Loach,  from  the  Committee  on 
Dispensations  No.  2,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

BEFOBT  ON  DIoPENSA  TIONS  NO.  2. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  No.  2,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
they  have  examined  the  books  of  Taylor  Lodge  No.  447^  and  of  Bank- 


1885.]  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  65 

head  Lodge  No.  449,  working  under  Dispensations,  and  find  them 
neatly  and  correctly  kept,  and  your  Committee  recommend  that 
Charters  be  issued  to  them,  at  their  request. 

We  have  examined  the  books  and  returns  of  Coalburg  Lodge  No. 
448,  a  Lodge  working  under  Dispensation  from  this  Grand  Lodge, 
and  ffnd  them  neatly  and  correctly  kept,  and  would  have  recom- 
mended that  a  Charter  be  granted  them,  but  learn  that  they  desire 
that  their  Dispensation  be  continued  one  year  longer,  which  is  ac- 
cordingly so  recommended. 

We  have  aIf>o  examined  the  petition  of  Brothers  Bussell  M.  Cun- 
ningham, John  C.  Jones,  Wm.  Taul,  Samson  AUsop,  John  M.  Huey, 
William  A.  Houston,  Henry  H.  Dill,  L.  W.  Johns,  for  a  Charter  to 
form  a  new  lodge  at  Pratt  Mines,  in  Jefferson  county,  to  be  named 
Carbonic  Lodge  No.  — .  We  have  examined  the  dimits  of  said 
brethren  and  find  them  in  form  and  regular,  and  your  Committee 
recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  to  the  petitioners. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  Db  loach, 

Chairman. 

Brother  George  W.  Kerbo  offered  the  following  res- 
olatioD,  and  it  was  adopted. 

RODGEBSVILLE  lodge  no.  147. 

Whereas,  Rodgersville  Lodge  No.  147  has,  by  accident,  lost  its  char- 
ter, and  is  now  working  under  Dispensation,  therefore  be  it— 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  grant  the  said  Rodgersville  Lodge 
No.  147,  a  new  charter  free  of  charge. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Green  oflFered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted. 

SOLOMON  LODGE  NO.  74. 

Resolved,  That  Solomon  Lodge  No.  74,  be  allowed  30  days  in  which 
to  make  Returns  and  pay  Dues  to  the  Ghrand  Secretary. 

Brother  John  A.  McKinnon,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  By-Laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 


56  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  [1886. 

REPORT  ON  BY-LAWS. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  AJabama: 

Tour  Committtee  on  By-Laws  have  had  under  consideration  the 
By-Laws  of  the  following  Lodges,  viz: 

Forney  Lodge  No.  440. 

Galera  Lodge  No.  445. 

Taylor  Lodge  No.  447. 

Baokhead  Lodge  No.  449. 

CALERA  LODGE. 

In  the  By-Laws  of  Calera  Lodge  No.  445,  we  find,  on  examination, 
the  following  errors — 

In  Article  I,  Sec.  1,  4th  line,  we  have  sabstitated  ''Annual  for  Reg- 
ular"; Sec.  I,  third  line,  we  insert  * 'Warden"  for  "Officers";  and  on 
the  last  line  of  the  section  we  substitute  "Master"  for  superior 
"Officer". 

In  Article  n.  Sec.  2,  third  line,  we  strike  out  "either,"  "assess- 
ments," and  on  fourth  line  strike  out  "contributions,"  "assessments" 
or  contributions;  on  the  7th  and  8th  lines  of  the  article,  we  strike 
out  "or  for  any  assessment  or  contribution  levied  by  the  Lodge". 

In  Article  III,  Sec.  2,  we  strike  out  on  the  fifth  line  "for  assess- 
ments or  contribntiens". 

Article  Y,  Sec.  3,  we  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  section  after  the 
word  "and"  in  the  tenth  line. 

In  the  examination  of  the  By-Laws  of  Bankhead  liodge  No.  449, 
we  make  the  following  corrections — we  have  substituted  "Regular 
Communication"  for  "Stated  Meetings".  In  Art.  I,  Sec.  1,  2,  5  and 
6.     Art.  II,  Sec.  2,  6,  and  7.     Art.  Ill,  Sec.  4  and  7. 

Art.  n.  Sec.  2,  we  have  struck  out  all  the  section  after  the  word 
"and"  in  the  7th  line;  Sec.  7,  we  have  struck  out  the  sixth  line  and 
inserted  instead,  *  'by  unanimous  consent  of  the  members  present". 

Art.  Ill,  Sec.  2,  we  struck  out  after  7  "any"  and  "that  may 
have  been  laid  over".  Sec.  3,  we  struck  out  "have  the  second  degree 
of  Masonry  conferred  on  him",  and  inserted  instead  "be  passed  and 
raised";  and  on  the  fourth  line  of  same  section  we  struck  "^rst  and 
so  of  the  second"  and  inserted  instead  "preceding  degree". 

In  the  By-Laws  of  Taylor  Lodge  No.  447,  we  make  the  following 
corrections — 

Art.  IV,  Sec.  1,  second  line  in  place  of  "contribution"  we  insert 
"dues".  Sec.  2,  second  line,  we  insert  "Entered  Apprentice,"  "Fel- 
low Craft,"  "Master,"  instead  of  "initiation,  second,  third". 
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Art.  y,  Sec.  1,  second  line  we  insert  ''collected*'  instead  of  ''as 
called". 

Art.  Vn,  last  line  we  insert  "at  least  ten  days  prior  to  the  time  set 
for  trial". 

These  By-Laws  with  the  few  corrections  as  noted,  are  correct  and 
written  in  a  business  and  scholarly  manner.  We  would  suggest, 
however,  that  the  dues  of  the  lodge  are  too  small  to  meet  the  require- 
ments which  charity  demands  outside  of  actual  expenses. 

By-Laws  of  Forney  Lodge  No.  440,  we  make  the  following  correc- 
tions— 

Art.  I,  third  line,  insert  "except"  instead  of  "and",  and  add  to  the 
article,  "shall  hold  regular  Communications  to  celebrate  the  festival 
of  St.  John,  and  to  install  officers". 

Art.  II,  Second  line,  insert  * 'Communication"  ii  stead  of  "meeting". 
We  add  also  to  the  Article— "or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable". 

Art.  m,  After  the  word  decision  third  line,  we  insert,  "to  the  Grand 
Lodge  only". 

Art.  XV,  First  line  insert  "Fellow  Craft",  and  in  the  second  line 
"Master,"  instead  of  "second"  and  "third". 

Art.  XVI,  Eighth  line  insert  "Communication"  instead  of  "meet- 
mg  . 

A  few  grammatical  errors  which  will  be  corrected  by  the  printer 
when  the  By-Laws  are  printed,  with  the  above  corrections  will  make 
a  very  complete  set  of  By-Laws  for  the  government  of  the  Lodge. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  A.  McKINNON, 

Chairman. 

Brother  George  M.  Morrow  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted. 

REMOVING  BANKHEAD  LODGE  NO.  449. 

Resolved,  That  the  Worshipful  Master,  Wardens,  and  Brethren  of 
Bankhead  Lodge  No.  449,  now  located  at  Antioch,  in  Tuscaloosa 
county,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  remove  the  said  Lodge 
to  "Prude*s  Creek",  a  distance  of  4  and  one  half  miles. 

DUES  RETURNED  TO  PETTUSVILLE  NO.  207. 

Brother  P.  G.  M.  Rufus  W.  Cobb  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  and  it  waB  adopted  : 
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Besolved,  That  the  Dues  of  Pettasirille  Lodge  No.  207,  for  the  past 
Siasonic  year,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  donated  to  said  Lodge, 
and  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instmcted  to  return  to  the  Beprc«enta- 
tive  of  said  Lodge,  now  present,  the  dues  of  said  Lodge  paid  to  him 
at  this  Grand  Communication. 

Brother  P.  G.  M.,  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  oflfered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  and  it  was  received  and  concurred 
in. 

TO  COVER  THE  GRAND  LODGE  FLOOR. 

Resolxjtd,  That  the  sum  of  ($250)  two  hundred  and  fifty  doUars  be 
appropriated,  or  so  much  as  may  be  necessary,  to  purchase  and  put 
down  a  suitable  covering  on  the  floor  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Hall,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Grand  Tiler. 

ON  LEAVE   OF  ABSENCE. 

Brother  William  Story  Foster,  from  the  Committee 
on  Leave  of  Abnence,  made  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in. 

INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

Retiring  Grand  Master,  Brother  John  Hollis  i tank- 
head,  assisted  by  Grand  Master-elect,  Brother  John 
Gideon  Harris,  installed  the  Grand  Officers. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following  as 
a  Special  Committee  to  make  terms  with  the  railroads. 

SPECIAL  RAILROAD  COMMITTEE. 

Phillip  C.  Candadus,  Mobile, 

Henry  Clark  Davidson,  Montgomery, 

William  Theodore  Atkins,  Birmingham. 
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The  following  were  announced  by  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Master  as  the  appointed  Grand  Officers  and  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Palmar  Job  Pillans,  Past  Grand  Master Mobile. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPULSIONS,   AND  APPEALS. 

William  Tates  Titcomb Anniston. 

John  DeLoaoh Monroevillei 

William  G.Cochrane        Tnskaloosa. 

John  R.  Goldthwaite Troy. 

Jesse  M.  Carmichael . Ozark. 

MASONIC   JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery. 

Lncky  W.  Jenkins,  M.  D Camden. 

Solomon  Palmer GnntersYille. 

WORK. 

James  M.  Bmndidge Decatur. 

Robert  J.  Redden Moscow. 

Angus  M.  Scott Ozark. 

William  W.  McCoUum Briarlield. 

James  Andrew  Bilbro Tuskegee. 

MINUTES  READ. 

There  being  no  farther  business  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Annual  Communi- 
cation, the  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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CLOSED. 

And  then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother  Wil- 
liam Carey  Bledsoe,  the  Sixty-Fifth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and 
its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was  closed  in  Ample  Form, 
and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Masters  Gavel  fell  at  17  minutes 
to  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

DANIEL  8ATRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  SECRErARY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  op  Alabama, 

In  Account  wUh  DA  MKL  SA  YJiE, 

Grand  SecreUiry, 
1884.                                              CR. 
Dec.     4.     By  DueB  at  this  Grand  CommaDication.  $3,492  00 

**      5.  Amount  of  Contingent  Fund  900  00 

BACK   DUKB. 

By  amount  of  Back  Dues  received ....  110  50 

CHABTBBS. 

**      3.     By  amount  from  Calera  No.  445 $    35  00 

*  *  *  *    Mount  Vernon  No.  439      35  00 

"     Fort  Payne  No.  437. .  .       35  00—    106  00 


((         (> 


1885.  DISPENSATIONS. 

Mar.     4.     By  amount  from  Leeds  No.  446 35  00 

April  21.  "  **    Taylor  No.  447 35  00 

July  25.  **  *•    Coalburg  No.  448...    .       35  00 

Sept.  18.  **  **    Bankbead  No.  449. . .         35  00—     140  00 

*•       for  Certificates 101  50 

By  amount  from  M.  H.  Turner,  Treas- 
urer of  No.  226 41  79 

By  amount  received  for  Digests 15  50 

$4,906  29 
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By  amoiiDt  brought  forward $  4,906  29 

1884.  DR. 

Dec.   13.    To  am*t  of  Dues  paid  Grand  Treasurer. $3,492  00 

4.            •*    paid  W.  T.  Atkins 12  80 

1.    To  J.  H.  Englehart 9  50 

1885. 

AprU   4.          W.D.Brown  A  Co 459  50 

Mar.  23.          J.  H.  May 28  00 

April   8.          Charles  E.  WaUin 31  50 

May     4.          Caldwell  A  Co 105  65 

J.  M.  Caldwell,   printing 10  00 

11.          E.   T.  Schnltz 3  00 

Jane  13.          Robert  Macoy 300 

Aug.    7.          Coal 6  00 

Nov.     9.          L.  Seligman — paper 1  35 

Oct.    10.          Bolts  to  door — Cook  &  Johnson 1  50 

Postage  and  box  rent 68  00 

Aired  Brothers 6  75 

Watci  Works  6  25 

Expressage  3  50 

Gas 28  75 

Joel  White 3  60 

Nov.  14.          M.  M.  TorbyfiU-Book  cases 50  00 

To  labor  in  and  about  office— negroes .  31  30 

Doc.     1.    To  amoTiDt  paid  Grand  Treasurer 545  34— $4,906  29 


Montgomery,  December  1,  1885. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GBAND  TREASUBER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


William  H.  Dinolby,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  the   GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA, 

1884.  DR. 

Dec.     1.     To  balance $      896  13 

13.  Received  from  Grand  Secretary ....  $3,492  00 
1885 

Dec.     1.  •*            "          "       ♦     **            ••      545  34-4,037  34 

1884.  CR. 

Dec.     3.     By  Com.  on  Work,  A.  M.  Scott     .44 

R    J.  Redden... 45 

Grand  Chaplain  46 

4.  Com.  on  Work,  J.  M.  Bmndridge,  47 

WW.  McCoUum,  48 
"  Appeals,  W.  Y.  Titcomb,  49 

Grand  Tiler 50 

A.  R.  Baker,  expense 51 

8.  Cora,  on  Corresp'ce  P.  J.  Pillans,  52      200  00 

Rent 54     80000 

11.  Grand  Secretary   53  1,000  00 

Contingent  Fnnd 55     900  00 

Grand  Trensarer 56    150  00 

1885. 


$4,933  47 

50  00 

45  00 

25  00 

70  00 

41  00 

25  00 

50  00 

45  95 

Dec.     6.  Balance $1,531  52-$4,933  47 

MoTGOMSBY,  Ala..  December  6,  1885. 

WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 

Grand  Treasorer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PERMA- 
NENT TRUST  FUND. 


Tbustkss  or  Pkbm ansmt  Tbust  Fund, 

In  account  with  GRAND  LODGE  OE  ALABAMA. 

1884.  DR. 

Dec.     1.     To  balance  on  hand $      186  67 

1885. 

Interest  Jan.  and  April  on  $3,900 

U.  S.  4  per  cent,  bonds $  78  00 

Interest,  March,  on  $1,000  U.  S.  4} 

percent,   bonds 11  25 

Interest,  Jaly  and  Oct.,  on  $1,900 

U.  S.  4  per  cent,  bonds 38  00 

Interest,  Jan.  on  $6,600  Ala.  bonds,  99  00 

**        July,  $10,600      •'  "  159  00 

Mar.  16.  Received  for  $3,000  U.  8.  bonds..    3,527  50--  3,912  75 


$4,099  42 
1885.  CR. 

Mar.  20.     By  paid  for  $4,000  Alabama  bonds. .  .$  3,540  00 

Dec.     6.  Balance 559  42-$4,099  42 

BONDS  OM   HAND. 

$  1,900  00  U.  S.  4  per  cent,  registered 

Interest  January  Ist $  19  00 

"      AprU   1st 19  00 

"      July  1st 19  00 

**      October  Ist 19  00—$    76  00 

$10,000  00  Alabama  State,  Class  A,  registered. 

Interest  January  Ist $150  00 

July  Ist 150  00—  $  300  00 

$      600  00  Alabama  State,  Class  A,  coupon. 

Interest  January  1st 9  00 

July  1st 9  00-  $    18  .00 


(* 


$12,500  00  ToUl.  Annual  interest  $  394  00 

JOHN  H.  BANKHEAD, 
WM.  H.  DINGLEY, 
DANIEL  8ATRE, 
Montgomery,  December  6,  1885.  Trustees. 
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REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  care- 
tally  examined  the  Financial  report  of  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary, 
and  K  W.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correct. 

From  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find  that  he  received 
at  your  last  Annnal  Communication — 

For  dues .$3,492  00 

For  dues  received  since  that  time 110  50 

For  Contingent  Fund  appropriated  at  last  Grand  Annual 

Communication 900  00 

For  3  charters  (dae  Trust  Fund) 105  00 

4  Dispensations  (due  Trust  Fund) 140  00 

Rales  of  Digests      "        "        «*     15  50—    260  50 

Certificates 101  50 

Amount  from  W.  H.  Turner  of  No.  226  [funds  in  hand 

of  treasurer  of  forfeited  lodge] 41  79 

Making  a  total  of $4,906  29 

All  of  whi(*.h  he  has  paid  out  on  proper   vouchers 

submitted  to  us,  to-wit : 

To  Grand  Treasurer $4,037  30 

Contingent  expenses  868  99-$4.906  29 

The  B.  W.  Grand  Treasurer  had  on  han4  at  your  last  An- 
nual Communication  a  balance  of $      896  13 

He  has  since  received  from  the  Grand  Secretary,  as  per  his 

receipts  submitted  to  us  4,037  34 

Making  a  total  of $4,933  47 

And  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers,  submitted  to  us 3,401  95 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of $1,531  52 

Add  estimated  receipts  from   dues  for  the  year  ending 

December  7,  1885,  about $3,400  00 

(last  year  $3,492  00) 

Back  dues,  .(last  year  $110  00) 100  00 

Charters **      **       105  00 100  00 


Forward $215  00  $3,600  00    $1,53152 
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Brought  forward.  .$  215  00  $3,600  00    $1,531  52 

Dispensations  last  year    140  00 125  00 

Certificates....**       **        10150 100  00 

Digests **       **  15  50 10  00 

Making  estimated  receipts  of . .    . .  3,835  00 

Or  a  total  of  $5,366  52 

Of  this  amoant  yonr  Committee  recommend  the 
following  appropriations  to  defray  current  ex- 
penses for  the  ensuing  year  : 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary  for  last  year  $1,000  00 

**       **        **      Treasurer  for  last  year  150  00 

Grand  Tiler  for  this  Communication  50  00 

Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence  200  00 

Grand  Chaplain,  this  communication 25  00 

Chairman  Committee    on    Suspensions,    Expul- 
sions, and  Appeals 25  00 

Rent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall 800  00 

Contingent  Fund  of  Grand  Secretary 1,000  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  Grand  Master  next  year.       200  00 

Grand  Tiler,  expenses  at  this  Communication 

about 40  00 

Amount  due  Permanent  Trust  Fund  as  follows  : 

For  3  Charters $105  00 

For  4  Dispensations 140  00 

For  sale  of  Digests 15  50 


Total  due  Trust  Fund $260  50—  260  50 

Making  appropriations  of 3,750  50 


Leaving  estimated  balance  of $1,616  02 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  same  appropriations  are  made  in  this 
report  that  are  usually  made,  and  never,  or  setdoni,  all  used  during 
the  year,  and  still  a  balance  of  something  over  $1,600  remains  in  the 
Treasury,  we  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $1,200,  be  made 
to  the  Permanent  Trust  Fund.  And  we  further  recommend  that  the 
Grand  Secretary  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  instructed  to  pay  out  of  any 
funds  in  his  hands  not  otherwise  appropriated,  upon  presentation  of 
proper  vouchers,  any  expense  that  may  have  been  incurred  by  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  during  the 
past  year,  or  that  of  his  subordinate  officers,  while  in  the  discharge 
of  official  duty  under  his  direction. 
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PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Yonr  Gomittee  have  also  examined  the  annaal  report  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  yonr  Permanent  Trust  Fnnd,  and  find  that  at  date  of  last 

report  they  had  an  unexpended  balance  of $      186  67 

Have  collected  interest  on  bonds  during  they  ear.  $    385  25 
For  sale  ot  three  U.  8.   bonds,  as  authorized  at 
last   Communication   of  this  Grand    Lodge, 
page51 3,527  50 


Making  total  receipts 3,912  75 


Or  a  total  of $4,099  42 

Of  this  amount  they  have  paid  out  for — 
four  Ala  bonds,  class  A,  of  $1,000  each $3,540  00 


Leaving  a  balance  of  cash  on  hand  of $    559  42 

A.nd  when  we  add  the  appropriations  of . .     1,460  50 


provided  for  in  this  report,  there  will  be  cash  on  hand .  $2,019  92 
which  we  recommend  be  immediately  invested  in  bonds 
of  Alabama,  of  Glass  ''A",  and  registered,  as  heretofore 
directed  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 


CONDITION  OF  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

$  1,900  00  U.  S.  4  per  cent,  registered  bonds. 
10,000  00  Alabama,  Glass  **A",  registered  bonds. 
600  00  **  ♦*        **    not  registered  bonds. 


$12,500  00 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  that  the  Fund  now  amounts  to,  as 

reported  by  the  Trustees $12,500  00 

And  when  above  appropriations  are  added 2,019  92 

It  will  amount  to $14,519  92 

Your  committee  further  recommend  that  the  Trustees  of  your 
Permanent  Trust  Fund  be,  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to,  at 
once,  sell  the  U.  S.  bonds  in  their  possession  belonging  to  your  Per- 
manent Trust  Fund,  and  immediately  invest  the  proceeds  in  Alabama 
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bonds,  of  cImb  "A  **.  and  luiTe  them  registered  in  the  name  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  as  heretofore  directed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  mmd  the 

Grand  Secretary  is  hereby  instmcted  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the 
Grand  Treasurer  for  any  expense  incarred  in  the  registration  of  these, 
or  any  other  bonds  belonging  to  the  Permanent  Tmst  Fund  of  this 
Grand  Lodge. 

Most  Worshipfnl  Grand  Blaster,  and  brothers  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
your  Trust  Fund  is  indeed  in  a  gratifying  condition  ;  one  that  bids 
fair  in  a  few  years,  if  properly  cared  for,  to  furnish  sufficient  revenue 
to  support  this  Grand  Lodge,  when  the  subordinate  lodges  of  this 
Grand  Jurisdiction  may  be  relieved  from  dues  for  its  support,  and 
thus  add  to  their  charity  fund  the  amount  now  paid  as  dues  to  the 
Grand  Lodge.     A  very  desirable  period  to  reach  in  this  jurisdiction. 

DANIEL  SMITH, 
SOLOMON  PALMER, 
NICHOLAS  STALLWORTH, 
J.  M.  GARMIGHAEL, 
JNO.  A.  FOSTER. 

Committee. 


^BPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


BY  P.  J.  PILLANS. 


*^  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

^  >^  '^^e  writer  hereof  has  attempted  to  lay  before  yon   what  he  has 
^ght  might  and  would  prove  interesting  and  instractive  to  yoo. 
^as  ventared  seldom  to  give  ntterance  to  his  own  sentiments,  be- 
e  on  all  Masonic  roles  and  regulatioDf*  these  mast  of  necessity  be 
servient  to  the  declarations  of  his  Grand  Lodge,  whose  supreme 
er  he  acknowledges.     He  has  attempted  to  lay  before   you  the 
of  others  on  disputed  points,  that  when  the  time  arrives  for 
to  adjudicate  on  them  you  may  be  the  better  prepared  to  form  a 
per  judgment.     But  few  questions  are  now  open  ones.     Yet  there 
sprung  up  one  as  to  the  rights,  powers,  and  prerogatives  of  a 
nd  Master  that  must  sooner  or  later  be  definitely  settled.     Indeed 
I  question  is  before  you  now.     There  exists  on  this  varied  opinions, 
i  we  have  been  free  in  the  use  of  the  scissors  for  your  information, 
n  this  we  have  but  one  view.     The  present  Constitution  of  the 
d  Lodge  of  Alabama  either  enumerates  all  the  powers  of  Grand 
ter,  and  must  be  taken  as  having  repealed  the  Ancient  Constitu- 
tes and  old  Begulations,  or  must  be  taken  in  conjunction  with  them, 
^l  with  the  usages  and  landmarks  to  determine  the  question.    We 
^y  urge  that  no  rules  that  apply  to  the  determination  or  considera- 
^^  of  mere  political  questions  be  allowed  to  influence  your  judgment 
^^e.    The  question  is  not  whether  the  Constitution  should  or  should 
^'Cbe  strictly  construed,  but  it  is  whether  these  powers  originally  of 
^t  were  vested  in  the  Grand  Master,  and  if  so,  does  the  Constitu- 
n  limit  or  absolutely  destroy  them.     We  entertain  no  doubt  of  the 
hi  that  every  Grand   Lodge  has  to  alter  these  Constitutions  and 
galations  not  touching  an  ancient  Landmark  at  will,  and  you  will 
ve  to  determine  whether  by  our  Constitution  this   has  been  done, 
^  to  what  extent.     This  is  a  very  grave  question,  and  the  Commit- 
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tee  on  Jarispradenoe  recognizing  this  fact,  asked  until  this  Commu- 
nication to  render  their  report. 

Yon  will  find  brethren,  that  we  have  also  been  free  to  give  yon  all 
the  information  we  have  fonnd  in  the  proceedings  received  toaching 
the  right  of  a  Grand  Lodge  to  regalate  yonr  recognizing  what  are 
called  * 'higher"  bodies  as  Masonic,  and  also  as  to  the  origin  and  for- 
mation of  these  * 'higher  degrees  to  the  33°,  and  also  to  the  90°. 

We  hope  that  oar  services,  if  somewhat  long,  will  still  repay  the 
labor  of  its  production,  and  the  expense  of  its  publication. 

We  regret  that  quite  a  number  of  proceedings  have  failed  to  reach 
your  reporter,  but  we  give  yon  the  following,  commencing  with  - 

ARIZONA. 

This  young  Grand  Lodge  met  for  the  third  time  in  Annual  Com- 
munication on  the  11th  day  of  November,  1884  Grand  Master  Alon- 
zo  Baily  being  in  the  East,  with  representatives  from  4  of  their  5 
lodges  present.  Total  membership  being  355,  less  that  at  last  report 
by  5.  This  is  not  a  very  flattering  showing  for  a  new  Territory  amid 
Ihe  mountains  glittering  with  the  precious  metals,  and  whose  growth 
in  population  is  generally  expected  to  be  very  rapid.  Tet  the  pro- 
ceedings betoken  that  the  true  spirit  of  Masonic  love  of  truth,  virtue 
and  morality  distinguish  our  brethren  there. 

The  Grand  Master  made  one  decision  which  struck  us  as  we  read 
it  to  be  altogether  erroneous,  and  we  were  glad  to  find  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  differed  with  him.  The  quotation  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Jurisprudence,  which  we  make  and  which  was  adopted  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  fully  sets  it  forth.  This  latter  we  hold  to  be  the 
true  and  proper  condition  of  the  brother. 

Question.  "Is  a  dimit  granted  by  a  Lodge  legal  if  the  brother  is  in 
arrears  for  dues  at  the  time  of  granting  same?" 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  when  a  brother  applies  to 
his  Lodge  for  a  dimit  and  Lodge  formally  grants  it,  the  brother  is  no 
longer  a  member  of  that  Lodge;  that  by  joint  action  of  Lodge  and 
member  all  connection  between  them  is  severed;  that  while  we  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  the  Constitution  specially  provides  that  the  pay- 
ment of  one's  dues  must  be  precedent  to  the  granting  of  a  dimit,  yet 
at  the  same  time,  if  through  a  misapprehension  of  facts  a  dimit  is 
granted  to  a  brother  who  is  in  arrears  for  dues,  that  formal  action  of 
the  Lodge  severs  the  brother's  connection  with  it. 

Recognition  was  accorded  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Peru.  Vera  Cruz, 
and  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico,  but  refused  to  that  of  New  South 
Wales  and  South  Australia,  while  the  application  of  that  of  Spain  was 
deferred  to  the  next  Grand  Annual  Communication. 
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Near  the  close  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Brother  James  A.  Zabriskee, 
delivered  a  short  bat  admirable  address.  From  it  we  copy  od1>  thiH 
philosophic  thought  applied  to  Masonry: 

Under  the  workings  of  free  government  the  human  mind  is  releas- 
ed from  dogmatic  exactions.  It  is  the  duty  of  Masons  to  see  that  free- 
dom is  not  supplanted  by  license,  and  that  the  liberty  resulting  from 
free  thought  and  education  is  not  prostituted  by  hitman  selfishness, 
which,  under  new  forms  and  by  new  designs  will  always  attempt  to 
control  the  noblest  aspirations  for  the  advancement  of  its  own  inter- 
ests. Every  sacred  cause  has  been  compelled  to  combat  a  foe  with- 
out and  a  foe  within;  the  first  to  overcome  opposition  by  its  declared 
antagonists,  and  second  to  preserve  the  purity  of  its  own  councils. 
The  bitterness  engendered  by  this  dual  contest  will  ever  result  in  a 
most  conclusive  test  of  the  principles  avowed,  and  when  this  fearful 
ordeal  is  passed  with  success,  the  cause  maintained  may  justly  claim 
immortality. 

The  application  is  a  good  one,  and  may  with  profit  be  pondered  up- 
on by  all  of  us. 

Brother  Merrill  Pingree  Freeman  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and 
Brother  George  J.  Boskrnge,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Morris  Goldwater  made  the  report  on  correspondence, 
again  being  a  condensed  view  of  the  opinions  of  other  Jurisdictions 
mainly.  He  says,  the  **fear  of  entailing  too  much  expense",  curbed 
his  ambition,  therefore: 

As  in  oar  first  report,  we  again  copy  more  fully  the  remarks  of  oth- 
ers as  to  our  Grand  Lodge,  that  our  brethren  may  hearken  to  the  les- 
son sent  to  cheer  us  on  our  way. 

ARKANSAS. 

We  now  once  again  open  our  review  with  the  proceedings  of 
Arkansas,  whose  Forty-Fifth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  the 
25th  of  November,  1884;  Grand  Master,  John  J.  Sumpter,  and  rep- 
resentatives from  275  Lodges  being  present.  The  whole  number  of 
chartered  Lodges  is  359,  with  a  membership  of  10,361,  being  152  more 
than  at  last  report. 

We  find  in  the  Grand  Masters  address  the  following  beautiful  ad- 
monition— 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  of  Masonrv  that  it  can  change  the  condi- 
tions of  human  nature,  and  divest  the  heart  wholly  of  its  evil  pas- 
sions and  tendencies,  but  what  it  can  and  ought  to  do,  is  to  cultivate 
the  higher  attributes  and  better  instincts  of  our  nature,  that  we  may 
learn  to  be  tolerant  of  each  other's  opinions,  forbearing  of  each  oth- 
er's faults,  forgiving  of  each  other's  wrongs,  and,  above  all  things,  to 
practice  the  great  Masonic  virtue  of  Charity. 
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Although  his  decisions  are  usually  wise,  and  as  we  think  in  aeeord- 
ance  with  ACasonic  law,  yet,  we  were  somewhat  surprised  at  the  fol- 
lowing— 

14.  A  dimit  was  granted  to  a  Brother  on  his  application.  He  fail- 
ed to  call  for  it  in  a  year  or  two,  remaining  in  the  meantime  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Lodge.  During  this  time  the  Secretaiy  offered  the 
Brother  his  dimit,  which  he  declined  to  take,  saying,  "just  let  it  re- 
nudu  I  may  become  a  member  again".  He  finally  asked  for  the  dimit, 
and  the  Worshipful  Master  ruled  that  he  was  not,  under  the  ciream- 
stances,  entitled  to  it  without  paying  up  all  dues  which  accrued  dur- 
ing the  period  he  had  failed  to  demand  the  dimit.  I  decided  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  ruled  correctly. 

But  the  Grand  Lodge  differed  with  him,  when  it  adopted  the  report 
of  Committee  of  Jurisprudence,  which,  on  this  subject^  reads  aa  fol- 
lows— 

Decision  number  fourteen  we  disapprove.  Tour  committee  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  dimit  passed  beyond  the  control  of  the  Master 
when  the  Lodge  voted  it.  (See  proceedings  of  1882,  page  158,  sec- 
tion 152.) 

This  Grand  Lodge  still  has  as  its  beU  noir  the  St.  John's  college, 
thus  teaching  the  necessity  of  fully  providing  sources  whence  the 
means  for  sach  an  undertaking  shall  without  per  ad  veniurtf  be 
derived  before  taking  so  important  a  step. 

On  the  subject  of  the  perfect  man,  the  Grand  Lodge  made  this  dec- 
laration— 

**A  man  has  had  his  right  thigh  broken,  from  the  effects  of  which 
he  is  still  a  little  lame,  but  walks  without  crutches  or  sticks;  performs 
all  kinds  of  manual  labor  that  is  usual  for  a  farmer,  but  has  not  the 
full  sense  of  feeling  in  his  right  foot.     Is  he  physically  disqualified? 

WILLIAM  CaRL." 

The  Committee  on  Law  and  Usage  answers  no. 

A  Mutual  Belief  Association  is  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  but  we  judge  that  it  is  not  well  supported  as  an  appeal 
was  made  to  induce  every  member  to  ''enooarage  and  support'*  it,  as 
being  his  "duty". 

Brother  William  H.  H.  Clayton  was  made  Grand  Blaster,  Brother 
Fay  Hempstead  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  was  not  received 
until  after  the  closing  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  in  consequence  no 
action  was  taken  on  the  resolution  recognizing  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Victoria.  1  here  is  no  review  of  proceedings,  the  Chairman,  Brother 
Dodge,  says,  because — 
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li  httB  grown  to  be  a  miKtom  in  this  Jarisdicttoa — one  which  light- 
ens the  labon  of  the  reviewer  and  seems  to  satisfy  the  Brethren  -to 
omit  the  review  every  other  year. 

We  see  no  good  reason  to  vary  the  custom  this  year,  and  so  surren- 
der the  space  to  the  Grand  Secretary  for  the  insertion  of  other  mat- 
ter. It  is  dne  to  the  courtesy  and  generosity  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to 
state  that  no  attempt  has  been  made,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  it  or 
its  officers,  to  interfere  with  the  entire  freedom  of  the  chairman  in 
this  matter.  The  course  indicated  has  many  good  reasons  for  its 
adoption  by  the  chairman. 

CANADA. 

M.  W.  Brother  Hugh  Murray,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample  form 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  province,  with  representatives  from  253  sub- 
ordinates present.  Total  number  of  Lodges  on  the  roll,  356;  mem- 
bers 18,983— gain  127. 

We  notice  a  very  great  number  of  dimissions,  no  less  than  516, 
and  the  thought  arises,  why  so  many?  Can  it  be  that  in  every  juris- 
diction there  are  so  many  who  are  prompted,  not  by  a  desire  to  be 
useful  to  their  fellow  men,  and  a  desire  for  knowledge  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Order,  but  that  they  are  actuated  by  selfish  motives,  and 
finding  that  they  are  in  this  mistaken,  tire  of  the  Institution? 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  our  Committee  on  Work,  should  any 
of  them  read  this  report,  to  the  following  ruUng  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter, and  express  the  hope  that  they  will  investigate  the  question,  and 
enlighten  the  brethren  of  Alabama,  ourselves  among  the  number. 

Question— What  are  the  correct  numbers  in  Grand  Honors? 

Anstoer — Nine  for  Grand  Master;  seven  for  Deputy  Grand  Master, 
and  for  District  Deputies;  tive  for  all  other  elected  Grand  Officers; 
three  for  other  distinguished  brethren.  The  honors  given  to  Past 
Grand  Officers  are  the  same  as  given  to  present  officers. 

We  cite  the  Grand  Master's  views  on  benevolent  schemes  with  our 
approval,  and  also  his  views  on  the  use  of  Masonic  Emblems,  as  emi- 
nently proper. 

Members  of  the  Craft  have  asked  whether  there  is  anything  in  the 
Constitution  to  prevent  them  forming  a  benevolent  or  sick  benefit 
fund  in  connection  with  the  lodge.  While  there  is  notbins  in  the 
Constitution  prohibiting  this,  the  brethren  should  remember  that 
"Masonry  is  not  a  benefit  association  or  an  insurance  company,  nor 
is  it  to  be  placed  on  the  same  level  with  associations  which  agree  to 
make  to  the  contributor  or  his  representatives  a  casb  payment  for  the 
amount  which  he  has  paid  in."  There  are  plenty  of  companies  to 
whom  may  be  left  the  insurance  of  the  lives  of  the  members,  and 
there  are  associations  of  brethren  who  have  given  much  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  notably  the  London  Masonic  Mutual  Benefit 
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Aasooiation,  bnt  while  we  are  recognizing  the  good  work  they  are  do- 
ing, I  cannot  recommend  that  lodges,  as  snoh,  be  permitted  to  form 
themselves  into  insurance  companies. 

EMBI.KM8  USED  FOB  UNWOBTHT  PUBPOSES. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  pernicions  custom  of  osiog 
Masonic  Emblems  as  trade  marks.  The  Mtison  who  advertises  him- 
self a  member  of  the  Graft  in  this  way  for  the  purpose  of  increasing 
his  bnsiness,  is  unworthy  of  support.  It  has  even  oeen  said  that  the 
emblems  of  our  time  honored  Order  have  been  prostituted  by  being 
painted  upon  the  sign  boards  of  taverns,  and  that  Masonic  diplomas 
are  framed  and  exhibited  in  bar-rooms.  This  trading  in  Masonry 
should  be  stopped. 

We  also  quote  what  he  says  of  the  condition  of  the  Order  in  Canada: 

It  is  gratifying  at  the  end  of  my  term  to  be  able  to  announce  that 
our  fraternity  is  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  at  any  previous 
time  in  our  history.  Though  two  Grand  Lodges,  Quebec  and  Mani- 
toba, have  swarmed  from  the  mother  hive,  we  have  more  lodges  on 
our  regis(.er  than  ever  before;  though  envious  and  intolerant  men 
have  misrepresented  and  defamed  our  order,  the  membership  of  onr 
lodges  is  steadily  increasing;  though  from  year  to  year  we  nave  in- 
creased our  benevolent  gifts,  the  amount  in  the  treasury  is  not  les- 
sened, our  ability  to  aid  those  in  distress  is  not  impaired. 

A  question  as  to  the  joint  occupancy  of  Halls,  the  Board  of  Juris- 
prudence reported  that,  '*The  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  does  not  rec- 
ognize the  Sovereign  Sanctuary  of  Royal  and  Oriental  Free  Masonry 
as  being  a  Masonic  Body,"  but  the  Grand  Lodge  instead  adopted  the 
following: 

That  the  Report  be  referred  back  to  the  Board  with  instructions  to 
recommend  an  amendment  to  the  ruliugs  of  Grand  Lodge,  by  which 
all  bodies  claiming  to  be  Masonic,  and  founded  on  Craft  Masonry, 
may  be  allowed  to  occupy  Masonic  Halls. 

Brother  Hugh  Murray  was  again  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother  J. 
J.  Mason,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  miss  the  report  on  correspondence. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The  pamphlet  (if  a  volume  of  near  a  thousand  pages,  albeit  ^und 
in  paper,  can  be  called  such)  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Thir- 
ty-Fifth Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California,  is 
before  us.  This  was  held  on  the  14tb  of  October  1884,  with  Grand 
Master  Jonathan  Doan  Hiuen,  presiding.  181  Lodges  were  represent- 
ed, and  there  was  present  delegates  from  6  U.  D.     The  membership 
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of  this  Jarisdict.ion  is   14,016,  there  having  been  a  gain  of  near  1,000 
daring  the  year.     This  induced  the  Grand  Master  to  say: 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  a  reasonable  limit  to  this  Address 
will  not  admit  of  even  a  synopsis  of  the  valuable  information  contain- 
ed in  the  Inspectors*  reports,  but,  as  a  deduction  therefrom,  as  well 
as  from  my  varied  association  with  the  officers  and  members  of  Lodg- 
es, it  can  truthfully  be  said  that  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction  is  in  a 
healthful  and  prosperous  condition.  Nearly  all  of  the  Lodges  are  not 
only  free  from  debt  but  have  fair  balances  in  their  treasuries,  and  a 
considerable  number  own  their  hall  buildings,  and  have  handsome  in- 
comes fiom  rents  and  dividends.  These  reports  show  that,  with  but 
a  few  exceptions,  work  has  been  done  in  all  the  LodgCH—  so  much  in- 
deed, that  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  is  that  due  care  may  not  al- 
ways have  been  exercised  in  selecting  good  material.  The  records 
are  generally  kept  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  and  regula- 
tions, and  in  many  Lodges  the  books  are  written  up  with  remarkable 
care  and  neatness.  Harmony  generally  prevails,  and  the  uniformity 
of  the  work  and  lectures  are  quite  remarkable;  not  that  all  are  letter 
perfect,  but  that  our  efficient  and  painstaking  Inspectors  have  so 
dnlled  the  officers  and  members  of  Lodges  that  all,  with  a  greater  or 
less  degree  of  accuracy,  follow  the  prescribed  ritual. 

But  we  find  if  the  lodges  are  doing  much  work  they  are  also 
doing  much  good,  as  witness  one  instance  mentioned  which  we  select: 

One  Inspector  mentions  a  Lodge,  having  a  small  membership, 
which,  in  addition  to  other  heavy  calls  in  the  name  of  charity,  has 
for  the  last  five  years  been  obliged  to  support,  at  great  expense,  a 
brother  now  ninety-five  years  old  who'  was  initiated  in  1810.  They 
are  having  a  severe  financial  struggle,  but  are  determined  that  the 
last  days  of  this  good  old  Mason  shall  be  cheered  by  the  sunshine  of 
affection  and  brotherly  care.     Here  is  the  ring  of  the  true  metal. 

Is  not  this  an  example  which  we  might  all  emulate,  and  ought  not 
such  to  render  us  content  to  cheerfully  pay  our  dues. 

We  had  reviewed  Mississippi  before  taking  up  this,  but  we  now 
call  the  attention  of  a  Master  of  a  lodge  in  that  jurisdiction  and 
recommend  him  to  follow  the  example  set  in  California,  as  is  em- 
bodied in  the  following  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  latter  : 

Has  a  Master  the  right  to  exclude  from  his  Lodge  a  member  who  is 
intoxicated  ? 

He  has,  although  the  right  of  a  Mason  in  good  standing  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  his  Lodge  is  a  very  sacred  right,  and  should  only  be 
denied  in  plain  cases  ;  but  this  right  pre-supposes  that  he  conducts 
himself  with  due  order  and  propriety.  No  fixed  rule  of  action  can 
safely  be  laid  down.  The  Master  must  judge  of  each  case  as  it  arises, 
and  be  should  exercise  a  sound  discretion,  to  the  end  that  the  mem- 
bers be  not  annoyed  nor  scandal  brought  upon  the  Lodg^, 

To  which  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  say  : 
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No  one  can  donbt  the  correctness  of  the  decision  that  ^e  Mas 
may  exclude  an  intoxicated  member.     A  drunken  man  is  an  off( 
anywhere,  and  a  Masonic  meeting  is  a  place  where  the  presence 
one  should  by  no  means  be  tolerated.     If  a  member  of  a  Lodge  he 
so  far  lost  respect  for  himself  and  bis  Lodge  as  to  present  himself 
that  condition  for  admission  to  one  of  its  meetings,  yonr  commi 
think  that  the  Master  not  only  might  exclude  him,  but  thiit  his 
do  80  would  be  clear,  and  that  his  discretion  would  lie  in  deiermiiu 
whether  the  offence  was  of  such  a  character  as  to  deserre  furtl 
action. 


The  Grand  Lodge  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Austral 
but  took  no  action  on  the  applications  of  the  New  Grand  Lodge 
Victoria,  or  New  South  Wales,  nor  of  Spain. 

Brother  Hines  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  A. 
Abell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  William  Henry  Hill  again  made  report  on  corresponden- 
He  applauds  Grand  Master  Cobb's  denial  of  any  prerogatiTes 
Grand  Master. 

Brother  John   H.    Dickinson,    Grand    Orator,   delivered    a  sh 
but  impressive  address  on  the  duties  of  Masons  and  their  inflae 
of  society. 


of 
0. 


COLORADO. 


The  Twenty-Fourth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand 
was  held  on  the  16th  day  of  September  1884.     Grand  Master  An 
Sagendorf  presiding,  with  represeotatives  from  44  Lodges  prese 
The  total  number  of  Lodges  is  52,  with  a  membership  of  3,482, 
563  more  than  in  1883. 

The  Grand  Master  says  the  craft  is  harmonious  and  in   a 
healthy  condition. 

In  this  jurisdiction  we  find,  as  elsewhere,  the  Grand  Master  e: 
cising  his  ^'inherent  rights*'  in  the  granting  of  dispensations  in 
instances  for  conferring  degrees  out  of  time.     The  constitution 
this  Grand  Lodge  gives  to  him  the  right  to  * 'enjoy  all  the  powers 
prerogatives  conferred  by  the  ancient  constitutions,  and  the  asag< 
and  landmarks  of  the  Order."    And  in  another  section  provides 
''all  applications  for  dispensations  for  constituting  new  lodges, 
for  conferring  degrees,  shall  be  directed  to  and  considered  by  him 

The  Grand  Lodge  announces  that  "it  is  not  one  of  the  duties  of 
Grand  Lodge  to  distribute  funds  for  charitable  purposes.**    The 
doctrine  prevails  in   Alabama,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  is  onl, 
legislative  and,  at  times,  judicial  body. 
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Charters  for  six  new  lodges  were  ordered.    The  Grand  Lodge  also 

Announced  that  when  one  had  been  rejected  by  a  lodge  in  Colorado, 

«nd  going  abroad,  obtained  the  degrees  he  is  not  entitled  to  recogni- 

tion  in  Colorado  npon  his  retarn,  because  he  is  the  material  of  the 

lodge  rejecting  him,  and  still  a  citizen  of  Colorado. 

Brother  James  H.  Peabody  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Ed.  C.  Parmalee,  6rand  Secretary. 

When  we  look  over  the  vast  array  of  names  of  those  belonging  to 
lodges,  and  think  of  the  dreariness  and  entire  absence  of  popu- 
lation when  we  but  a  few  years  since  traversed  those  limitless  prairies, 
or  climbed  those  lofty  mountains,  we  are  filled  with  amazement  and 
admiration.  Solitude  and  silence  then  reigned  where  now  all  is  life 
and  bustle.  A  life  time,  what  is  it  ?  In  older  countries  no  percepti- 
ble change  takes  place  within  it,  but  in  this,  empires  grow  up,  nature 
yields  to  art,  and  the  face  of  an  entire  continent  is  changed. 

Brother  W.  K.  Woodbury  again  gives  us  the  report  on  correspon- 
dence. We  like  his  introduction.  He  announces  very  dearly  that 
he  writt-R  for  the  brethren  of  his  own  jurisdiction,  and  thinks  as  we 
do,  that  lengthy  discussions  between  reporters  oftentimes  are  imma- 
terial matters,  and  betoken  that  they  write  for  one  another  rather 
than  for  the  information  of  those  most  interested. 

From  his  review  of  Alabama  for  1883,  we  copy  what  follows,  not 
so  much  because  we  wish  our  Brother  Titcombe  to  feel  elated,  as 
because  it  announces  what  we  of  the  South  have  long  known  that 
those  of  this  section  were,  though  they  be  brethren,  held  in  low 
esteem  an  to  morality  and  civilization.  We  only  wish  our  good 
brother,  whose  eyes  have  been  thus  opened,  could  pay  us  a  visit  any 
December  Ht  our  annual  gathering  and  see  the  noble  array  of  the 
laborers  of  the  vinyard  together.  We  warrant  him  a  warm  fraternal 
greeting  and  think  he  would  return  a  wiser  if  no  better  man.  Is 
virtue  confined  to  a  section  ?  Does  climatic  influences  so  far  effect 
civilization?  Is  there  more  lawlessness — more  crime  south  than 
north  ?  By  birth  or  residence  in  one  portion  of  our  country  is  hu- 
man nature  made  more  or  less  bad  ?  Has  the  south  not  produced  as 
good,  as  exemplary,  as  noble,  as  influential  characters  as  any  other 
portion  of  our  vast  country  ? 

A  member  of  a  lodge  engaged  in  manufacturing  and  selling  liquor 
in  a  prohibition  county  was  suspended  and  appealed  to  the  Grand 
Lodge.  We  confess  to  some  surprise  at  the  report  of  the  committee, 
(William  Yates  Titcomb,  chairman,)  more  particularly  as  this  comes 
from  a  Southern  State,  in  which  we  have  been  led  to  believe  that 
such  bold  expressions  on  the  8ub!ect  of  temperance  are  rare.  He 
says: 
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**  In  the  opinion  of  yoar  Committee  it  were  better  for  Cross  Plains 
Lodge  that  the  dust  of  years  nhonld  settle  undisturbed  npon  its  Ta- 
cant  chairs,  than  that  it  should  keep  in  its  family  of  brotners  a  man 
whose  coarse  is  so  snbvereive  of  good  morals,  peace,  and  prosperity." 

That  is  the  kind  of  talk  we  like  to  hear. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The  Ninety-Seventh  Annual  Commnnication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  opened  in  ample  form  by  M.  W.  Dwight  Wangh,  Grand  Master, 
on  January  21,  1885,  with  representatives  from  111  lodges  present, 
being  from  the  entire  number  in  this  jurisdiction.  Total  number  of 
affiliated  Masons  14,921;  gain  during  the  year,  194. 

The  Grand  Master  announces  that  with  very  few  exceptions  the 
lodges  are  harmonious  and  prosperous.  From  the  reports  of  the 
D.  D.  Grand  Masters  we  also  learn  that  these  lodges  are  awake  to  the 
objects  of  the  institution,  haviog  expended  near  $3,000  in  lodge 
charities. 

To  prevent  improper  recogition  of  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ontario  the  Grand  Master  issued  his  circular  cautioning  and  forbid- 
ding intercourse  with  any  one  holding  intercourse  with  it  or  those  of 
obedience  to  it. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  that  all  applications  for  relin- 
quishment of  jurisdiction  be  made  through  the  Grand  Master,  which 
was  referred  to  committee  on  jurisprudence,  who  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted  . 

Resolved^  That  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  shall  in  open 
Grand  Lodge  reprimand  Worshipful  Brother  Hollister  for  his  irregu- 
lar conduct  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Columbia  Lodge. 

This  is  doubtless  the  correct  course  and  we  should  have  supposed 
would  have  suggested  itself  to  the  minds  of  every  mason  without  the 
intervention  of  an  edict. 

M.  W.  Brother  Waugh  was  again  made  Grand  Master  and  B.  W. 
Brother  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence  which  is  marked 
with  great  ability  and  unusual  discretion.  It  is  introduced  with 
some  pleasant  and  instructive  remarks  from  which  we  copy  the  fol- 
lowing eloquent  tribute  to  masonry: 

''We  have  always  found  our  vineyard  to  be  worthy  of  more  than  a 
parsing  notice,  or  a  superficial  inspection  ;  for  no  system  of  philoso- 
phy has  endured  the  test  of  time,  or  withstood  the  finger  of  decay, 
like  that  inculcated  within  the  veil  of  the  masonic  temple  ;  nor  has 
any  existed  that  has  been  more  generally  difhised  tbroughoQt  the 
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world,  or  contributed  more  generally  to  the  weal  of  hamanity.  While 
nations  have  gone  into  oblivion,  cities  crumbled  into  ruin  ;  and  some 
of  the  noblest  memorials  of  our  ancient  craftsmen  have  been  de- 
stroyed, the  principles  composing  the  basis  of  our  organization  that 
have  so  long  existed,  still  remain,  exerting  their  hallowed  influence 
in  the  cause  of  'fraternity,  liberty,  and  equality,'  a  goodly  heritage, 
and  a  blessing  to  humanity." 

Alabama  heads  the  list  of  Grand  Lodges  reviewed,  and  the  de- 
claration of  f^trict  conntitutional  limitation  to  the  prerogatives  of 
Grand  Masters,  promulgated  by  our  Grand  Master  Cobb,  receives  the 
following  notice  : 

We  think  this  power  is  an  inherent  privilege  of  the  Grand  Master, 
and  many  times  a  prudent  relaxation  of  some  general  or  specific  law 
for  good  reasons,  or  extra  occasion,  is  demanded  for  the  good  of  the 
craft,  to  be  determined  by  the  goo)  judgment  of  the  Grand  Master. 
The  law  of  masonry  is  subservient  to  this  prerogative,  which  has 
always  existed,  and  as  reasonable  as  that  prerogative  allowing  the 
Grand  Master  to  create  new  law  by  rendering  decisions. 

We  rejoice  to  find  that  this  reporter  and  ourself  so  fully  agree  that 
as  all  material  matters  and  institutions  are  subject  to  the  law  of 
chaoge  or  improvement,  so  masonry,  keeping  step  to  the  music  of 
civilization  and  refinement,  has  with  these  been  subjected  to  change. 
Its  principles,  which  are  among  the  landmarks  of  the  order,  change 
not,  nor  do  we  * 'admit  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  man,  or  body  of 
men  to  make  innovations"  in  them.  **lempora  mutanlur  et  nos  in  iUis 
mu/amt/r,"  is  as  true  to-day  as  when  Cicero  enchained  his  auditors. 
The  aims  and  objects  and  the  principles  of  the  institution  remain, 
but  the  methods  of  accomplishing  them  alter  as  time  and  circum- 
stances may  require.  He  is  no  believer  in  the  dawn  of  life  theory  of 
the  institution,  as  witness  : 

The  Grand  Master  of  Delaware  opens  his  address  by  statina;,  that 
"  the  masonic  fraternity  was  founded  by  good,  true,  and  noble  men, 
at  the  very  earliest  dawn  of  civilixation,  for  the  purpose  of  elevatiug 
mankind  to  the  standard  of  excellency  which  the  Great  Architect  of 
the  universe  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness  intended  man  to 
occupy,"  ttc. 

Perhaps  he  may  be  correct,  but  our  experience  has  not  enabled  us 
to  trace  the  genealogy  of  freemasonry  with  any  degree  of  certainty 
to  that  early  puriod.  The  earliest  mysteries  of  the  ancient  so  called 
religions  were  those  celebrated  at  the  village  of  Elensis,  near  the  city 
of  Athens,  known  as  the  Elensinian  mysteries,  which  are  traced  to 
the  reign  of  Inachus,  more  than  eighteen  hundred  years  before  the 
Christian  era,  and  dedicated  to  the  heathen  worship  of  the  Bomans. 
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The  doctrines  and  ceremonies  were  similar  to  the  mysteries  of  Isift 
and  Osiris  of  Egypt,  which  has  been  considered  the  birthplace  of  all 
the  ancient  mysteries. 

It  is  a  noted  fact  that  in  all  the  early  religious  faiths,  their  dogmas 
were  imparted  nnder  symbolic  forms,  disseminating  some  important 
truth  in  the  shape  of  allegory,  or  speaking  to  the  intelligence  of  man 
through  nature  and  her  works.  We  find  this  illustrated  not  only  in 
the  history  of  all  idolatrous  nations,  but  during  the  palmiest  days  of 
the  Israelites,  the  writings  of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  the  antiquities 
of  the  Jews  by  Joseph  us,  and  even  later  in  the  parables  of  Christ 
In  fact,  all  language  was  expressed  in  symbols,  existing  to-day  in  a 
modified  form. 

It  may  be  possible,  or  even  probable,  that  some  of  these  symbols 
which  have  been  incorporated  into  the  masonic  system,  have  been 
borrowed  from  the  ancient  mysteries,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
seminating the  same  system  of  philosophy.  By  them  the  letter  G 
would  symbolize  a  Deity  to  be  found  only  in  nature  and  her  works, 
and  represented  by  some  monstrous  idol ;  while  by  the  masonic  sys- 
tem it  would  represent  an  altogether  different  being — a  personal  God, 
or  intelligence;  existing  above  and  beyond  the  works  of  nature,  so 
forcibly  expressed  in  the  H»-brew  tetragrammaton,  or  four  lettered 
name;  an  independent  being,  that  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  be,  without 
beginning  and  without  end.  So  with  all  casonic  sxmbols.  They 
have  a  meaning  to  comport  with  our  times  and  the  more  Christian 
character  of  the  people,  and  if  ever  used  in  ancient  philosophy,  have 
been  divested  of  so  much  as  may  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  ignor- 
ance and  superstition,  and  are  used  solely  to  stimulate  the  practice 
of  a  high  standard  of  morality. 

Of  Darius  Wilson,  Grand  Master  of  the  Egyptian  Kite  and  Alex- 
ander B.  Mott,  Grand  Master  of  the  Ancient  and  Primitive  Rite  who 
claim  to  have  the  authority  and  right  to  organize  lodges  of  the  sym- 
bolic degrees  in  any  territory  of  which  the  Grand  Lodge  may  refuse 
them  recognition,  he  says  : 

These  two  are  masons,  and  probably  members  of  some  regular 
lodge,  working  under  charters  from  some  regular  Gr»ind  Lodge,  and 
yet  we  find  them  defiantly  oppc-sing  their  authority,  and  boldly  as- 
suming the  right  to  organize  clandestine  bodies  of  freemasons.  It  in 
one  of  the  evidences  of  evil  resulting  from  the  growth  of  excres- 
cences, or  masonic  fungi  on  the  body  of  ancient  craft  masonry,  and 
confirms  ns  more  in  the  belief,  that  Grand  Lodges  have  a  right  to 
declare  whether  the  symbolic  degrees  shall  be  used  by  its  members 
as  the  basis  of  any  organization  without  its  consent. 

The  committee  for  lack  of  sufficient  amount  of  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  status  and  bases  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Symbolic  Ma- 
sonry of  Spain,  Mexico,  Portugal,  and  Pern  did  not  feel  disposed  to 
recommend  action  at  this  communication. 

He  closes  his  report  with  the  following  beautiful  remarks  : 
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FreemasoDry  teaches  a  due  reverence  for  the  sacred  name  of  Deity, 
to  practice  temperance,  and  be  just  to  each  other  and  the  world  in 
all  our  dealings  with  roankiod,  always  observing  the  golden  rule,  '*to 
do  unto  others  as  we  wish  them  to  do  unto  us."  It  teaches  faith, 
hope,  and  charity,  admonishing  us  to  have  faith  in  God,  hope  in  im- 
mortality,  and  charity  to  all  makind;  and  recognizes  charity  as  the 
greatest  of  the  three.  Not  that  charity  which  vaunteth  itaelf,  and  ia 
heralded  to  the  world,  or  proclaimed  from  the  housetops;  but  that 
charity  dispensing  blessings  to  the  suffering  and  destitute  without 
ostentation,  like  the  dew  from  heaven,  gently  descending  in  cooling 
moisture,  and  borne  by  the  breath  of  morning,  giving  life,  and 
strength,  and  beauty  to  the  surrounding  flowers. 

DAKOTA. 

In  consequence  of  bad  roads  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand 
Lodge,  John  F.  Schrader,  was  not  present  on  the  9th  day  of  June, 
1885,  when  the  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  and  the  R.  W.  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Wm.  Blatt,  opened  the 
Grand  Lodge  with  representatives  from  5G  lodges  present.  The 
number  of  lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  is  79;  with  a  membership  of 
2,644,  the  increase  during  the  year  having  been  670. 

Eighteen  Dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  lodges  were 
granted  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  having  arrived,  on  the  second  day  presided,  and 
in  his  address  said,  ** Numerically  our  growth,  as  a  Grand  Lodge,  has 
exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year." 

Among  his  decisions  one  only  will  we  note,  because  the  committee 
on  Jurisprudence  reported  adversly  to  it.  We  give  the  question  and 
reply  in  full  that  you  may  fully  comprehend  it : 

Q.  Has  a  Master  Mnson  holding  his  dimit  the  right  to  make  an 
objection  to  the  Master  and  thus  prevent  a  lodge  from  receiving  and 
acting  upon  a  petition  of  a  person  who  desires,  if  found  worthy,  to 
receive  the  degrees  ? 

A.  A  non-affiliated  Master  Mason  has  no  right  of  objection  in  any 
shape  unless  it  would  be  to  prefer  formal  charges.  (But  where  a 
non-affiliate  should  call  the  attention  of  the  Master  to  matters  with- 
in his  own  personal  knowledge  which,  if  true,  would  be  detrimental 
to  the  character  of  the  applicant,  the  Master  would  be  derelict  in  his 
duty  if  he  did  not  make  thorough  inquiry  into  the  same  before  per- 
mitting the  lodge  to  take  any  action  upon  the  petition. ) 

To  this  the  committee  say  : 

Your  committee  has  carefully  considered  that  portion  of  the  ad- 
dress ot  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Muster  relating  to  decisions  and 
recommend  the  approval  thereof  with  the  exception  of  the  answer 
tot^e  following  question:    **Can  he  make  any  objection  whatso- 
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ever*'  (referring  to  a  brother  makiDg  objection  to  the  initiate,  pasniDK 
or  raising  of  a  candidate  or  brother,  in  a  lodge  of  which  the  objecting 
brother  is  not  a  member),  which  decision  your  committee  recom- 
mends be  disapproved. 

Which  was  adopted  and  has  con^^equently  become  the  law  of  that 
jurisdiction.  We  dissent  from  this  action  and  think  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter was  eminently  correct  in  his  position.  The  committee  have  given 
no  **  reason  for  the  faith  that  was  in  them."  and  we  withhold  ours. 

Brother  Wm.  Blatt  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Charles 
T.  McCoy,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Blatt  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  his  fonrth  and 
last,  at  least  for  the  present,  as  we  find  another  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion, he  having  been  elevated  to  the  exalted  position  of  Grand  Man- 
ter.  From  his  introduction  we  extract  his  opinion  of  the  '*  Massa- 
chusetts' departure"  so-called,  confirmatory  of  our  own  previously 
expressed  views  on  this  subject: 

Of  the  questions  at  issue,  the  most  prominent  is  to-day,  doubtless, 
the  "  Massachusetts  Amendment."  That  Grand  Lodge  has  declared 
the  Chapter,  Commanderies,  and  A.  and  A.  Scottish  Rite  to  be  Ma- 
sonic bodies,  and  has  forbidden,  under  pain  of  expulsion,  all  MaKons 
of  her  obedience  to  associate  with  certain  others.  We  have,  in  pre- 
vious reports,  expressed  our  views  upon  the  subject,  and  are  more 
than  ever  convinced  of  its  pernicious  effect,  and  the  unwarranted 
action  of  that  Grand  Lodge.  Hence  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  remind 
the  craft  of  its  high  and  solemn  obligation  as  masons,  and  the  addi- 
tional one  of  Masters  and  Past  Masters,  who  have  solemnly  vowed 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  man  or  any  body  of  men  to  make  innova- 
tions in  the  body  of  masonry.  Let  us  not  be  led  astray  by  false 
notions  nor  high  sounding  degreeism.  While  mmy  may  be  misled 
into  the  belief  that  the  lodge  is  but  the  threshold  to  a  system  of  ma- 
sonry, let  those  who  know  the  fallacy  of  such  belief  boldly  avow 
their  views  and  permit  of  no  innovation  that  declares  ac  masonic 
any  thing  but  the  three  degrees  in  masoorv,  and  the  supremacy  of 
the  Grand  Lodge.  We  deem  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mhss- 
achusetts  as  undermining  the  very  foundation  of  the  institution  and 
making  it  the  battle  ground  of  societies  who  live  and  thrive  upon  its 
very  bone  and  marrow.  From  the  information  gathered  during  the 
two  years  since  the  passage  of  the  amendment  to  which  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  has  so  far  been  a  sequel,  we  are  led 
to  believe  that  the  **high  contracting  parties'  have  had  direct  and 
personal  interests  in  this  class  legislation.  The  safest  ground  for 
Grand  Lodges  is  to  follow  the  example  of  that  of  Pennsylvania  who 
claims  to  stand  stiU.  We  do  not  agree  with  some  of  her  laws  and  th** 
views  held  and  expounded  by  her  teachers,  yet  we  prefer  her  co-  ser- 
vatism  to  the  radicalism  of  Massachusetts.  Let  us  once  get  adrift 
and  we  sh  ill  b«  thrown  upon  the  rocks  or  stranded. 

We  agree  with  this  reporter  when  he  says  that,  **no  matter  how  ob- 
noxious a  brother  may  be,  so  long  as  he  holds  membership  the  lodge 
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to  which  he  belongs  cannot  refuse  him  admission  until  the  charges 
are  disposed  of.**  This  in  reference  to  the  decission  of  the  Grand 
MaHter  of  Michigan  in  the  affirmative  to  the  question:  *'Can  a  brother 
under  charges  who  is  notoriouKly  obnoxious  to  the  members  of  his 
lodge  be  refused  admission  by  the  W.  M  ?" 

For  its  conciseness  and  accuracy  we  quote  the  following  as  a  clear 
enunciation  of  '*ihe  American  doctrine*'  on  this  subject : 

If  the  regularly  chartered  lodges,  or  a  majorty  of  them,  being  no 
less  than  three,  unite  in  the  formation  of  a  Grand  Lodge,  in  a  State 
or  Territory  in  which  none  exists,  the  Grand  Lodge  so  formed  is 
regularly  constituted,  entitled  to  regnition  and  assumes  full  territorial 
juriKdiction.  All  views  to  the  contrary  have  not  been  succssfully 
maintained.  Grand  Lodges  interested  and  pursuing  such  contrary 
views  have  had  to  change  the  same,  and  in  every  instance  been 
forced  to  acknowledge  the  new  Grand  Lodge  as  her  peer,  and  sover- 
eign in  territorial  jurisdiction. 

He  opposes  the  payment  of  mileage  and  per  diem,  although  his 
(rrand  Lodge  pays  both— vide  Washington. 

DELAWARE. 

The  Seventy-£ii<hth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  this  State  was  held  on  October  1,  1885,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Sauls- 
bury  presiding.  There  were  present  representatives  from  21  subor- 
dinates. Total  number  of  Lodges  21;  members  1,448.  There  was 
an  increase  during  the  year  of  42. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  Craft  as  harmonious.  He  gave 
one  decision  only  which  was  that  *'to  release  a  person  applying  for 
iDitiation  after  having  been  rejected,  it  rrquires  the  same  unanimous 
ballot  that  it  takes  to  elect  those  that  have  not  heretofore  been  passed 
upon  and  settled  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  The  committee  on  juris- 
prudence, however,  reported  adversely  to  this  ruling,  and  presented 
the  following  resolution  which,  however  was  rejected,  thus  leaving  the 
rulo  as  enunciated  by  the  Grand  Master  : 

Hesolvtdt  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  a  Blue 
Lodge  can  release  a  person  who  has  applied  for  initio  tion  and  been 
rejected  without  spreading  the  ballot,  but  by  a  majority  vote  after  the 
usual  manner. 

We  think  the  committee  on  this  subject  correct  and  the  Grand 
Master  wrong. 

The  Grand  Master  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
take  some  steps  looking  to  the  production  of  uniformity  of  work  ; 
announcing  that  even  in  so  small  and  old  a  jurisdiction  great  diversity 
was  to  be  found,  and  in  this  connection  said  : 
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In  advocating  a  uniform  ritual  for  Masonry  and  for  Masons,  I  do 
not  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I  consider  the  ritualistic  part  of 
Masonry  the  most  important  to  the  fiatemity,  for  such  is  nut  the 
case.  Masonry  has  higher  objects  than  mere  ritualistic  work.  It  is 
a  beautiful  system  of  philosophy  and  S3'mboliKm,  based  upon  the 
purest  and  noblest  principles  of  morality,  and  while  we  may  b«t  able 
to  give  its  signs,  go  through  its  ceremonies,  may  be  somewhat  famil- 
iar with  its  history,  and  perfect  in  its  ritual,  and  yet  know  but  little 
about  the  great  truths  taught  by  and  underlying  the  superstructure 
of  the  great  Masonic  edifice. 

The  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  correspondence  declined  to  receive  the  proceedings  from  other 
jurisdictions,  because  he  had  not  the  time  to  devote  to  a  proper 
review,  and  suggested  the  establishment  of  a  fixed  compensation  for 
the  committee.  We  know  that  committees  are  paid  in  many  juris- 
dictions for  this  labor,  but  we  believe  that  with  or  without  reward 
the  committee  would  l^ave  performed  the  work.  We  also  know,  none 
better,  than  ourself,  the  time  and  labor  necessary  to  prepare  even  a 
partial  review.  But  we  give  the  entire  report  of  the  chairman.  He 
speaks  for  himself  : 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  F.  A.  if.,  of  Delaware  : 

Bbbthben  :  The  chairman  of  your  committee  on  Foreign  Corres- 
pondence  expresses  great  regret  that  he  is  compelled  to  come  again 
before  this  Grand  Lodge  without  an  elaborate  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  sister  Grand  L  >dges,  in  order  that  you  may  know,  in  detail, 
the  workings  and  condition  of  Masonry  in  other  jurisdictions.  The 
M.  W.  G.  Master  was  informed  by  the  chairman  of  your  committee, 
that  he  could  not  possibly  perform  the  duties  of  his  position,  and 
implored  the  Grand  Master  most  earnestly^  to  substitute  some  one  in 
his  stead.  The  Grand  Master,  however,  turned  a  dmf  ear  to.the  en- 
treaties of  the  chairman,  and  issued  his  edict ,  *Hbat  the  CiftntnUtee 
must  stand  as  appointed."  But  few  persons,  without  some  experience, 
can  form  any  thing  like  a  correct  idea  of  the  vast  amount  of  time  and 
labor  required  in  the  proper  preparation  of  a  report  of  **  Committee 
on  Foreign  Correspondence."  It  is  no  easy  task  to  review  fifiy-four 
volumes  of  the  Prooeediugs  of  Grand  Lodges;  to  read  thousands  of 
pages  of  print,  and  to  comment  upon  such  matter  as  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  the  craft  generally.  The  Chairmun  of  your  Committee  con- 
fesses, with  regret,  that.he  has  been  prevented  by  very  exacting  duties 
from  the  preparation  ot  such  report  as  you  might  rightfully  expect 
and  command.  Your  committee  acknowledges  the  reception  of  An- 
nual Reports  of  all  the  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States,  and  also 
several  of  the  foreign  Grand  Lodges,  and  appreciates  the  research, 
and  profoundness  of  thought,  manifested  by  several  of  the  com- 
mittees on  Foreign  Correspondence,  with  reference  to  Free  Masonry. 
We  respectfully  recommend  that  fraternal  recognition  be  given  by 
this  Grand  Lodge  to  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  South  Wales  and 
South  Australia,  with  the  hope  that  fraternal  love  and  harmony  may 
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ever  exist  in  their  borders.  We  would  extend  onr  kind  greetiilgs  and 
sentimetjts  of  regard  to  the  Masonic  Craft  throaghoat  the  world,  and 
woald  assure  our  brethren,  that  though  Delaware  is  small  in  size, 
*'sbe  is  great  in  Masonio  worth."  The  hearts  of  her  Masonic  breth- 
ren are  always  warm,  and  their  hands  every  ready  to  extend  a  fra- 
ternal greeting.  The  chairman  of  your  committee  expresses  great 
regret  that  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  did  not  exercise  his  good  judg- 
ment, and  appoint,  as  did  the  M.  W.  G.  Master  of  Wisconsin,  as 
chairman  of  such  an  important  committee,  a  man  of  Wealth  and 
levture. 
Fraternally  submitted. 

Brother  Thomas  Davidson,  elected  Grand  {Master. 
Brother  Wm.  8.  Hayes,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  Seventy-fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  District  was  opened  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Myron  M.  Parker 
ou  12th  November,  1884,  with  representatives  from  the  whole  num- 
ber of  subordinates,  being  21  ;  total  membership,  3,0D5  ;  gain,  98. 

Among  the  rulings  of  the  'Grand  Master  we  note  one  which  is  in 
exact  accordance  with  the  rule  of  our  own  jurisdiction.  That  the 
onus  of  obtaining  the  consent  of  a  lodge  rejecting  an  applicant  who 
desires  to  apply  to  another  lodge  rests  with  the  applicant — L  e.,  that 
Hnch  consent  should  accompany  the  petition  to  the  second  lodge. 

We  copy  H  tew  Admirable  remarks  made  by  the  Grand  Master  on 
the  true  spirit  of  Masoury,  and  also  his  peculiarly  firm  yet  temperate 
notice  of,  and  protest  to,  the  Pope's  encyclical.  The  recommenda- 
tion contained  in  the  latter  and  the  whole  of  his  remarks  met  with 
the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Grand  Lodge  : 

'*  On  what  crooked  hinges  our  checkered  lives  are  hung."  Tossed 
about  on  the  tempestuous  sea  of  clife  we  of  times  lose  our  reckoning 
and  become  wrecked  in  the  whirlpool  of  adversity.  The  world  looks 
with  nnpitying  eye  upon  the  ills  of  life,  and  in  its  administration  of 
justice  demands  its  '* pound  of  flesh."  Of  us,  as  Masons,  more  and 
better  things  are  expected.  Scarcely  a  year  passes  that  does  not  wit- 
ness the  misfortunes  of  some  one  or  more  of  our  brethren.  To  us 
they  turn  for  confidence,  sympathy,  advice,  and  encouragement.  To 
US  they  stretch  out  their  weak  and  trembling  hands,  moist  with  the 
tears  of  mother,  wife,  and  helpless  children,  appealing  for  aid  until 
such  time  as  they  can  again  successfully  grapple  with  life,  or  until 
the  processes  of  the  profanes  shall  have  been  determined.  What 
shall  be  our  course V  Shall  we  turn  our  backs  upon  their  appeals? 
Shall  we  magnify  their  offenses  by  being  first  to  arraign  them  at  the 
bar  of  justice,  or  shall  we  throw  around  them  the  mantle  of  charity, 
meting  out  even  justice  that  always  results  from  calm,  deliberate 
action  ?  Let  the  spirit  of  Masonry  prevail.  Let  us  be  merciful.  Let 
08  be  just. 


88  APPENDIX.  [1885. 


ENCYCLICAL  LKTTEB. 


Duriag  the  year  the  Pope  of  Rome,  staading  at  the  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Chnrcli,  clothed  with  the  infallible  robes  of  a  Roman 
Pontiff,  has  been  pleased  to  issue  an  encyclical  letter,  in  which  he 
denounces  Masonry  in  the  severe^nt  possible  terms,  charging  us  with 
regarding  the  solemn  marriage  ceremony  as  a  business  engagement, 
kept  or  broken  at  will  by  the  contractiug  parties,  and  that  in  the 
education  of  our  children  our  schools  are  not  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  holy  ministers  of  the  church,  and  that  as  a  consequence 
nothing  is  brought  in  that  holds  man  to  God  by  the  holy  sanction  of 
religion. 

It  says  we  treat  as  idle  fables  the  redemption  of  the  human  race, 
that  we  deny  the  efficacy  of  prayer  and  the  blesftings  reached  through 
the  sacraments  ;  that  we  assert  oiy:  right  to  say  there  is  a  God,  or, 
if  fancy  should  so  incline  us,  there  is  no  God.  It  says  we  by  every 
artifice  and  design  encourage  and  license  vice,  and  lastly,  it  adds 
that  our  ultimate  end  is  to  aim  to  overthrow  that  discipline  and 
social  order  which  Christianity  has  founded,  and  to  erect  npon  its 
throne  a  new  one  after  its  own  principles  and  fonndatious  of  dis- 
order. 

Referring  to  that  portion  directed  against  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France,  wherein  a  belief  in  the  Supreme,  God  forms  no  p.irt  of  the 
prerequisites  of  Masonry,  we  stand  not  here  to  condemn  nor  to 
apologize  for  the  errors  of  our  French  brethren --with  them  rests  the 
responsibility. 

But  for  ourselves,  and  on  behalf  of  Free  Masonry  throughout  the 
balance  of  the  civilized  world,  we  enter  our  most  solemn  protest. 
In  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  Christianity,  the  great  corner-stone 
upon  which  is  founded  the  imperishal)Ie  principles  of  our  beloved 
institution,  we  denounce  it.  Let  us  denounce  it  in  the  name  of  the 
holy  marriage  vows,  made  more  sacred  tiy  our  solemn  obligations  of 
protection  ;  let  us  denounce  it  in  the  name  of  public  education  and 
morality  and  all  that  goes  to  make  up  a  good  man  and  citizen.  And 
I  would  recommend  that  before  the  deliberations  of  this  Grand  Body 
shall  have  been  brought  to  a  close  a  resolution  to  this  effect  be  made 
a  matter  of  permanent  record. 

Brother  M.  M.  Parker  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
W.  R.  Singleton,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  made  their  report,  including 
Alabama  for  1883.  We  know  not  to  whom  the  credit  of  what  we  are 
piuased  to  term  the  very  best  report  belongs,  as  neither  to  the  report 
is  there  a  name  nor  in  the  notice  of  its  presentation  in  tbe  body  of 
the  proceedings  is  there  any.  We  presume  it  is  from  the  pen  of  W. 
R.  Singleton.  But  we  confess  that  in  every  part  it  proved  interest- 
ing, and  its  elucidation  of  the  questions  at  issue  before  the  fraternity 
are  exceedingly  clear,  comprehensive,  and,  we  had  almost  said, 
decisive.  The  writer  contends  for  a  very  strict  construction  of  all 
powers  granted  to  Grand  Masters.     We  have  not  the  constitution  of 
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this  Grand  Lodge  at  hand  to  ascertaio  if  they  are  provided  tor  ;  yet 
we  find  the  Grand  Master  reporting  to  the  Grand  Lodge  apparently 
with  its  entire  acquiescence  the  exercise  of  his  prerogative,  when  we 
harJly  suppose  there  is  any  special  enactment,  such  as  conferring 
degrees  out  of  time,  to  authorize  a  lodge  to  meet  in  another  than  its 
own  hall,  to  authorize  a  lodge  to  appear  in  public  on  a  particular 
occasion.  This  question  is  an  open  one  in  Alabama,  and  will  doubt- 
less be  fully  reported  upon  at  our  next  communication  by  our  able 
Chairman  of  Committee  on  Jurisprudeoce. 

The  committee  is,  in  our  opinion,  sound  in  the  view  that  the  vote 
which  allows  a  brother  to  sever  his  connection  with  a  lodge  is  opera- 
tive as  soon  as  the  result  is  declared,  and  the  brother  is  dismissed  or 
allowed  to  depart,  the  certificate  forming  uo  part  of  the  leave 
granted,  but  being  only  an  evidence  of  such  action. 

The  language  of  the  committee  relative  to  what  is  necessary  physi- 
cally to  enable  one  to  receive  the  degrees  is  very  nearly  identical 
with  that  of  our  committee  at  our  last  communication.  This  says 
"to  admit  every  person  who  is  physically  able  to  receive  and  impart 
all  our  instructions  in  the  ritual  of  these  degrees.'* 

Not  having  received  anything  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
we  take  the  liberty  of  extracting  from  this  report  the  action  of  that 
Grand  Lodge  in  reference  to  the  encyclical  letter  of  Pope  Leo  XII,  at 
its  quarterly  communication  held  June  4th,  1885,  it  being  the  very 
best  action  we  have  seen  upon  the  subject  : 

The  Earl  af  Carnarvon,  Most  Worshipful  Pro.  Grand  Master,  said  : 
Before  we  proceed  to  the  next  business  which  stands  on  the  agenda 
paper.  I  have  a  communication  of  an  important  character  to  make 
from  the  Grand  Master.  I  could  have  wished  that  this  communica- 
tion were  entered  on  the  agenda  paper— it  would  have  been  more  in 
due  form  that  it  should  be  so  ;  but  whatever  blame  attaches  to  any 
delay  in  furnishing  the  resolution  I  have  to  move  attaches  to  myself. 
Brethren,  every  one  here  present  has  probably  seen  an  encyclical 
letter  of  the  Pope  which  appeared  in  many  public  prints  with  refer- 
ence to  Freemasonry  in  general.  I  believe  it  would  not  be  doing  our 
duty  if,  on  this,  the  first  and  earliest  occasion  we  meet  sfter  the  pub- 
lication of  that  encyclical,  we  were  to  separate  without  some  notice 
of  it.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  from  this  chair  to  propose  to  you  the 
course  which  I  think  it  is  wise  and  dignified  for  us  to  take.  It  is  a 
duty  which  none  of  us  can  covot,  but  which,  like  many  other  duties, 
we  are  sometimes  bound  to  accept,  and  I  hope  that  in  the  few  words 
which  I  shall  say  this  evening  on  this  question  I  shall  only  speak  in 
that  measured  language  of  respect  which  is  due  to  the  head  of  the 
Boman  Catholic  Church.  All  the  more  do  I  say  this  and  feel  it  that 
I  sincerely  respect  him  not  merely  as  the  Roman  Pontiff,  but  as  a 
statesman  who,  succeeding  to  a  great  post — a  great  political  post— in 
critical  times,  has  shown  his  statesmanship  with  ability,  and  I  think 
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discretion.     Now,  the  letter  to  which  I  have  to  call  your  attention  is 
a  very  1od((  one ;  it  contains  a  Tariety  of  topics,  and  it  woold  occupy  far 
too  long  if  I  were  to  attempt  either  to  read  it  or  to  Rummarize  it.    It 
commences  by  makinfc  a  certain  exception  in  favor  of  individuals. 
A  certain  portion  of  it  again  is  devoted  to  what  I  may  call  Italian 
politics,  and  to  the  relations  of  the   Papal   Court  to  other  foreign 
powers,  with  which,  of  course,  this  Grand  Lodge  has  nothing  to  do. 
And  a  part  again  is  devoted  to  a  condemnation  of  that  which  we 
must  all  condemn  in  literature,  in  morals,  in   practice  in  the  present 
day.     Having  so  far  disposed  of  those  points  on  which  no  issue  need 
be  raised,  I  now   approach   those  topics  which  intimately  concern 
ufl;  and  I  think  this  Encyclical  falls  into  these  two  great  errcrs— in 
the  first  place  it  confounds  all   Masonic  bodies  in  all  parts  of  the 
woild  in  a  common  and  sweeping  charge  of  condemnation,  and  it 
neit  proceeds  to  confound  all  those  Masonic  bodies  with  infidels,  or, 
as  it  terms  them,  '^naturalists  in  religion,"  and  the  revolutionists  and 
anarchists  in  politics.     Now,  I  hold  here  a  copy  of  this  Encychcal, 
and  I  observe  that  it  imputes,  amongst  other  things,  these  charges  to 
the  whole  Masonic  body  without  discrimination  and   without  qualifi- 
cation.    It  charges  us  with  treating  matrimony  in  the  lightest  possi- 
ble spirit,  and  regarding  it  as  no  bond  or  tie;  it  accuses  us  of  separ* 
ating  education  from  religion  and  morals;  and  it  charges  us   with  a 
dissemination  of  vice  and  vicious  principles  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
rupting the   morals  of  the  young  ;  and,  lastly,  it  imputes  to   us  all 
those  monstrous  charges  which  are  included  under  the  titles  of  Sedi- 
tion, Revolution,  Socialism,  and  Communism.     Now,  Brethren,  it  is 
perhaps  right  that  I  should,  for  the  purpose  of  substantiating  what  I 
say,  read  h  very  few  words  from  this  Encyclical.     It  says   that  we 
hold  that  matrimony  belongs  to  a  class  of  business  engagements ; 
that  it  can  be  broken  off  at  the  will  of  those  who  contracted  it,  and 
by  right;  that  in  the  educating  and  teaching  of  children  we  excluded 
the  ministers  of  the  Church  from  all  supervision  and  instruction  of 
them;  and  that  in  moral  instruction    nothing  is   to  be  brought  in 
which  is  to  bind  man  to  God  by  the  great  and  holy  sanction  of  reUg- 
ion.     It  says  we  treat  as  idle  fables  the  redemption  of  the    human 
race,  heavenly  grace,  the  sacraments  and   the  attaining  of  felicity  in 
heaven ;  that  we  claim  our  right  to  say  that  there  is  a  God,  or  to  say 
that  there  is  no  God;  that  we  maintain  that  the  inasses  of  the  people 
by  every  art  and  design,  are  to  be  saturated  with  an  unlimited  license 
to  vice,  for,  this  being  secured,  they  will  be  in  the  power  ot  the  sect 
to  attempt  anything   and   everything   at  its  bidding;  and,  lasUy,  it 
adds  that  our  ultimate  end  is  to  aim  to  overthrow  that  disdipline  and 
social  order  which  Christianity  has   founded,  and  to  erect  upon  its 
throne  a  new  one  after  its  own  principles  and  fonndatioosof  disorder. 
Now,  Brethren,  it  is  my  duty,  aid  I  hold  it   to   be  the  duty  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  this  night,  on  the  first  occasion  which  has  been  given 
to  it,  to  protest  against  these  unfounded  charges,  and,  in  protesting  to 
affirm  with  all  the  force  and  all   the  solemnity   we  can  bring  to  bear 
that  they  are  founded  upon  a  complete  and  total  misapprehension  of 
Freemasonry.     I  am  not  here  to-night  to  defend  all  Masonic  bodies 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.     As  we  desire  to  stand  perfectly  clear  our- 
selves, HO  let  us  not  take  up  any  ground  that  is  not  absolutely  cor- 
rect.    I  grieve  to  think  that  there  are  some  Masonic  bodies  that  have 
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laid  themselves  open  to  many  of  the  charges  which  this  Encyclical 
letter  contains  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  fearlessly  deny  that  there 
has  been  anything,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  word  or  bv  deed,  that 
can  snlly  the  fair  fame  either  of  this  Grand  Lodge  or  any  Lodge  un- 
der its  rule.  If  I  desired  to  appeal  for  evidence  on  this  subject, 
where  should  I  turn?  I  should  point  to  our  own  rules,  our  ancient 
charges,  our  book  of  constitutions,  one  and  all  breathing  a  spirit  of 
religion  and  of  obedience  to  the  law.  I  hope  I  might  go  farthar, 
and  taking  the  Masonic  bodies  of  England  as  a  whole,  I  might  point 
to  onr  different  Lodges  and  to  our  members,  and  say  that  in  life,  in 
morals,  they  are  not  unworthy  of  their  great  profession,  and,  lastly, 
I  ^lould  tarn  to  that  long  line  of  illustrious  rulers  who  have  governed 
this  Craft,  whose  pictures  till  last  year,  before  this  hall  was  consumed 
by  fire,  hung  on  those  walls,  and  above  all  to  our  present  Grand 
Master  himself,  and  I  would  ask  any  one,^any  fair  and  impartial  by- 
stander, whether  it  was  conceivable  that'  an  order  founded,  I  say, 
upon  those  laws,  governed  by  these  tradiiions,  ruled  bv  these  rulers, 
could  ever  be  open  to  the  monstrous  charges  which  I  have  just  now 
read. 

If,  indeed,  any  further  illustration  were  needed  of  what  I  have 
now  said,  I  would  remind  you  of  two  comparatively  recent  facts.  Six 
years  ago  (March,  1878,)  this  Grand  L'>dge,  without  one  single  dis- 
senting voice,  having  taken  into  consideration,  in  the  calmest  and 
most  solemn  manner,  the  course  of  action  which  had  been  pursued 
by  a  large  number  of  French  Lodges,  who  erased  from  their  title- 
deeds  and  charters  the  affirmation  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul  and 
the  belief  in  a  Supreme  God — I  say  this  Grand  Lodge  having  taken 
that  into  its  calm  consideration,  then  resolved,  without  one  dissent- 
ing voice,  without  one  hand  being  held  up  against  it,  to  break  off, 
painful  as  it  might  be,  all  communion  with  thQ  French  Lodges.  That 
was  the  first  evidence  in  recent  times  to  which  I  would  appeal;  and  I 
might  now  turn  to  one  event  so  recent  that  it  has  been  illustrated  in 
the  minutes  which  we  have  heard  read  this  evening  -an  occasion  in 
which  I  took  part,  and  in  which  many  here  present  took  a  part— I 
mean  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  a  tower  of  Peterborough  Ca- 
thedral. When  any  one  who  was  present  at  that  memorable  scene 
recalls  how  the  bishop  and  clergy  stood  arrayed  in  their  places,  how 
the  volunteer  citizens,  the  defenders  of  order  and  social  right,  stood 
marshalled  in  long  lines,  how  men  of  every  class  and  every  profes- 
sion, men  to  whom  religion  and  social  order  might  be  deemed  to  have 
been  the  dearest  object  of  their  hearts— when,  I  say,  we  remember 
that  those  men  were  brought  together  for  the  restoration  of  a  temple 
for  the  worship  and  honour  of  Almighty  God,  I  think  it  would  be 
worse  than  foolish  to  suppose  that  we  could  have  gone  through  such 
a  blasphemous  mimicry  if  really  our  hearts  had  been  turned  in  the 
opposite  direction,  and  we  had  been  plotters  against  social  order  and 
deniers  of  a  Supreme  Being.  I  am  convinced  that  social  order  and 
religion  have  no  stronger  friends,  no  truer  pillars  to  rest  upon  than 
the  Masonic  bodies  of  England.  I  deeply  regret,  Brethren,  that  any 
person  in  the  position  of  the  Pope  should  have  been  so  far  misled  by 
false  representation  as  to  put  his  hand — I  am  sure  most  undesign- 
edly—to  such  a  mistatement  of  facts  as  this  Encyclical  contains.  I 
wish  I  could  think  that  anything  I   can  say  or  that  we  could  do  here 


92  APPENDIX.  [1886. 

would  open  his  eyes  to  the  facts  of  the  case;  but,  whether  that  be  so 
or  not,  we  have  oue  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  the  ancient  and  vener- 
able order  that  we  represent,  and  it  is  this:  in  the  most  temperate 
language  that  we  can  command,  but  at  the  same  time  the  most  deci- 
sive, to  protest  against  this  charge,  and  to  spread  far  and  wide  onr 
protest  af^ainst  it,  and  with  this  object,  and  with  this  purpose,  I  beg 
now  to  submit  to  the  Gr.ind  Lodge  a  motion,  trusting  that  on  Uiis,  as 
on  the  former  occasion  to  which  I  alluded,  there  will  be  neither  dis- 
sentient voice  nor  gesture.     I  beg  now  to  move: 

First.  That  this  Grand  Lodge  has  seen  with  great  regret  Ihe  re- 
cent Encyclical  letter  in  which  the  char<]!es  of  Atheism,  Sedition,  and 
Vice,  are  made  against  Masonry  in  General  without  discrimination 
or  qualification ;  and 

Secondly.  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  whilst  it  docs  not  deny  that 
meetings  for  political  and  seditions  purposes  have  in  some  countries 
been  held  under  the  pretence  of  their  being  Masonic  Lodges,  can 
only  express  its  astonishment  and  regret  that  English  Freemasonry 
should  by  some  strange  misapprehension  of  facts  be  included  in  this 
sweeping  charge,  which  the  law,  practices,  and  traditions  of  the 
order,  as  well  as  the  position  of  its  rulers,  clearly  prove  to  be  utterly 
without  foundation. 

We  think  we  will  be  pardoned  by  you,  our  brethren,  for  giving  yon 
the  result  of  the  investigation  of  this  committee  on  the  question 
named,  because  it  is  a  valuable  compendium  of  Masonic  Laws  not 
within  the  reach  o!  all,  but  only  those  who  have  a  large  Masonic  lii- 
brary,  and  those  are  exceedingly  few. 

PENAL  JURISDICTION. 

In  the  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  for  Iowa,  in  1852,  written 
by  Brother  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  chairman,  page  50,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing in  his  review  of  tne  proceedings  of  Mississippi: 

A  case  of  conflicting  Jurisdiction  has  occurred  here,  which  we  will 
give  in  their  own  language:  *'Rev.  T.  W.  Caskey,  Past  Grand  Chap- 
lain, was  a  member  ot  a  Lodge  in  the  State  of  Mississippi;  that  he 
removed  from  Mississippi  to  Alabama,  near  Gainesville,  at  which  place 
Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45.  was  located,  and  a  considerable  distance  from 
the  Lodge  of  his  membersUip.  During  the  time  he  thus  lived  near 
Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45,  he  is  charged  (by  thut  Lodg^)  with  certain 
unmasonic  conduct,  but  before  he  received  any  notice  of  the  charges, 
he  removed  again  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  and  joined  a  Lodge  in 
Mississippi.  Notice  was  there  given  him  of  the  pending  of  the  charg- 
es against  bim  in  Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45,  in  Alabama.  Brother  Cas- 
key refused  or  neglected  to  attend  the  trial,  and  assigned  no  reason 
U*  Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45,  in  Alabama,  for  not  attending  and  answer- 
ing to  said  charges,  he  was  therefore  suspenrled  by  said  Lodge. 
Brother  Caskey  and  the  Lodge  of  which  be  is  now  a  member,  contend 
that  Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45,  in  Alabama,  had  no  jurisdiction  over  this 
case,  he  being  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  Mississippi." 

Brother  Parvin  responds:  *^We  are  of  the  same  opinion,  and  think 
their  acts  were  usurpations  of  power,  unauthorized  by  our  laws,  and 
as  such  null  and  void." 
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The  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  took  the  matter  op  and  passed  a 
resolution  asking  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  to  set  aside  the  sus- 
pension, and  direct  their  Lodge  (Jacksen,  No.  45,)  to  prefer  charges 
against  Brother  Caskey  in  the  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  of  which  he  is  a 
member  (Malone,  No.  101,)  and  further,  that  upon  such  charges  pre- 
ferred, Malone  Lodge,  No.  101,  should  proceed  to  determine  the  case 
upon  its  ments." 

Brother  Parvin  again  says:  **A  beautiful  instanco  of  wise  forbear- 
ance on  the  part  of  our  sister.'* 

We  now  extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mis- 
sissippi concerning  this  case: 

The  majority  of  the  committee  on  this  case  reported  thnt  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Slississippi  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter  of 
the  charges  against  Brother  T.  W.  Caskey;  and  that  he  was  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45,  in  Alabama. 

The  minority  report  differed  from  this,  and  concluded  with  : 

Resolved.  That  the  proceedings  of  Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45,  in  the 
8t4ite  of  Alabama,  relative  to  Brother  T.  W.  Caskey,  are  null  and  void 
and  that  Malone  Lodge,  No.  101,  under  this  jurisdiction,  cannot  be 
justly  complained  of  by  Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45 

Both  reports  were  laid  ou  the  table. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  majority  report  afterward,  and  the 
following  protest  was  ordered  to  be  spread  on  the  minutes  the  next 
day,  January  22: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  having  been  present  in  the  said  Grand  Lodge  on  the  2lBt 
instant,  and  witnessed  the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  maioritv' 
and  minority  report  of  the  committee  on  the  case  of  Brother  T.  W. 
Caskey,  )  ast  Grand  Chaplain  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  who  was  sus- 
pended on  the  22d  of  February  last,  by  Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45,  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  hav- 
ing voted  against  the  course  pursued  in  said  case  by  our  said  Grand 
Lodge,  and  believing  that  the  aforesaid  action  of  our  said  Grand 
Lodge  in  said  case  to  be  not  only  an  act  of  injustice  to  our  said  Broth- 
er Caskey,  but  also  dangerous  in  its  tendency  as  a  precedent,  and 
subversive  of  a  clear  and  palpable  principle  of  Masonic  jurisprudence, 
affecting  seriously  the  question  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  the  rights  of 
the  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  its  subordinate  Lodges,  and, 
in  short,  believing: 

1.  That  this  Grand  Lodge  is  the  only  Masonic  tribunal  which  can 
rightfully  exercise  jurisdiction  over  its  own  members. 

2  That  a  subordinate  Lodge  in  the  State  of  Alabama  cannot  ar- 
raign, try,  or  punish  a  member  of  a  nubordinate  Lodge  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  much  letss  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State 
of  Missis.sipwi,  for  any  offense  whatsoever  or  wheresoever  committed. 

3.  That  the  action  of  Jackson  Lodge,  No,  45,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, in  thus  suspending  our  past  Grand  Chaplain,  is  absolutely 
null  and  void,  and  ought  to  have  been  so  considered  by  onr  Grand 
Lodge;  and  being  desirous  furthermore  to  promulgate  to  the  Masonic 
world,  and  to  perpetuate  to  all  coming  time,  our  action  in  the  matter 
above  stated,  and  our  views,  so  important  to  our  fraternity,  we  do,  on 
behalf  of  ourselves  and  the  Lodges  we  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
present  this  our  most  solemn  protest  against  the  action  of  our  said 
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Grand  Lodge  in  the  aforesaid  case,  and  we  respeotfally  request  that 
the  same  may  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Fifteen  representatives  of  Lodges  signed  this  report.  Among  them 
we  find  the  name  of  Giles  M.  Hillyer,  who  afterwards  was  Grand  Mas- 
ter, and  became  so  distinguished  in  that  Grand  Lodge  as  a  sound 
writer  on  Masonic  jurisprudence.  He  was  chairman  of  ibeir  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

January  23,  3  o'clock. 

The  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  on  Jackson  Lodge,  No. 
45.  against  MtUone  Lodge,  No.  101,  was  reconsidered,  and  on  motion 
of  Worshipful  Brother  Patrick  the  following  substitute  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Alabama  be  re- 
spectfully requested  to  set  aside  the  suspension  of  Past  Grand  Chap- 
lain T.  W.  Caskey,  and  to  direct  Jackson  Lodge,  No.  45,  at  Gaines- 
ville, Alabama,  to  prefer  charges  and  speciti cations  against  said 
Brother  Caskey,  and  transmit  them  toMalone  Lodge,  No.  101,  within 
this  jurisdiction. 

Resolved^  That  on  the  transmission  of  said  charges  and  specifica- 
tions, as  aforesaid,  Malone  Lodge,  No.  101,  shall  proceed  to  take  tes- 
timony in  the  case  by  deposition  or  otherwise,  and  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  case  upon  its  merits. 

Second,  sober  thought,  on  the  part  of  the  Gr>tnd  Lodge  of  Missis- 
sippi, caused  the  above  action,  which  so  justly  commended  itaelf  to 
our  worthy  Brother  Parvin  at  that  time. 

We  now  proceed  to  show  what  Alabama  did  herself  in  a  subsequent 
case: 

Proceedings  of  Alabama,  1858,  p'tges  149  and  150.        •  •         • 

**ELence  your  committee  report  that  A  must  be  tried  by  the  Lodge  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  and  that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  Lodge  C  to 
notify  Lodge  B  of  the  unmasonic  conduct  of  one  of  its  members  and 
to  furnish  the  evidence  to  establish  his  guilt."  (Edicts  and  Decis- 
ions of  Alabama,  1882.) 

Mar>land  Constitution,  1880  : 

Section  24,  page  20.  **  Every  Lodge  may  exercise  all  the  rights  of 
discipline  over  Masons,  not  members  of  any  Lodge,  who  reside  in 
the  vicinity  of  such  Lodge,"  &c. 

Oregon,  1875: 

**  The  penal  jurisdiction  ot  a  Lodge  extends  over  all  Masons,  affili- 
ated and  non-afliiliated,  residing  or  Moj(»urning  within  its  geographi- 
cal jurisdiction,  and  over  all  of  its  members,  wherever  dispersed. 

Constitution  of  Maine.  1849,  p.  23: 

Section  4.  **Any  lodge  may  tako  cognizance  of  the  conduct  of  any 
sojourniog  brother  or  brethren,  not  attac^hed  to  any  particular  Lodge, 
upon  a  charge  of  unmasonic  conduct." 

We  say,  of  course,  this  excludes  all  those  belonging  to  any  particu- 
lar Lodge. 

First  By-Laws  of  Iowa,  adopted  in  1844,  says: 

Section  33.  "Kvery  Lodge  within  this  jurisdiction  shall  exercise 
all  the  rights  of  discipline  over  Masons,  not  members  thereof  or  of 
any  other  Lodge,  who  may  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  such  Lodge,*'  &c. 

By-Laws  of  Illinois.  1841: 

The  same  as  preceding,  precisely. 

Masonic  Code  of  Iowa,  page  58: 
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Bifi^ht  of  Trial.  '*The  Lodge  of  which  a  brother  if<  a  member  has 
jurisdiction  to  try  and  punish  him,  and  this  right  is  eiclusive,  unless 
waived,  and  it  consents  that  another  Lodge,  under  whose  jurisdic- 
tion the  brother  resides,  may  try  him."  (Vol  11,  p.  177;  vol.  II,  p. 
51;  Digest,  1866,  pp.  156  and  157.) 

Foreign,  page  59: 

"A  Lodge  in  another  Grand  Jurisdiction  has  no  right  to  try  and 
discipline  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction. 

**it  A  Mason  who  is  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  com- 
mit an  offense  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the 
Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  offense  was  committed  to  send 
to  the  Mason's  own  Lodge  charges,  specifications,  and  proofs  of  the 
offense,  and  it  would  then  be  the  duty  of  oar  subordinate  Lodge  to 
proceed  to  try  the  brother  in  accordance  with  our  own  regulations." 
(Vol.  IV,  p.  658.) 

We  now  refer  Brother  Parvin  to  the  Constitution  of  Iowa,  1883, 
page  29 : 

Chapter  2,  section  1.  **£very  Lodge  has  jurisdiction  over  its  own 
members  and  all  non-affiliated  Masons  residing  or  sojourning  in  its 
vicinity. 

'*If  the  offender  holds  membership  in  another  Lodge,  the  charge 
shall  be  sent  to  that  Lodge  for  trial;  but  if  such  Lodge  refuse  to  try, 
or  waive  the  right  to  entertain  the  charge,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the 
Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  offense  was  committed  shall 
proceed  to  try  the  accused." 

Digest  of  Decisions,  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky, 
1880: 

**When  a  member  of  a  Lodge,  not  a  resident  of  its  jurisdiction, 
commits  a  Masonic  offense,  courtesy  requires  that  complaint  be 
made  to  his  own  Lodge  (Drummond's  Text  Book,  Maine,  214;  Grand 
Lodge  Conn.,  1796)  by  the  Lodge  nearest  his  residence  (Universal 
Madonic  Library,  vol.  xviii,  p.  337,  Mackey:  Whereas  doubts  have 
arisen  whether  inferior  Lodges  have  jurisdiction  and  should  take 
cognizance  of  the  deportment  of  iteneraitt  members:  Jiesolved^  That 
*  *  *  in  all  cases  where  the  defaulter  is  an  actual  member  of  any 
Lodge  within  the  United  States,  the  Lodge  in  whose  precinct  he  may 
be  guilty  •  *  *  Hhall  inquire  into  and  report  the  same  to  the 
Lodge  to  which  he  belongs,  &c. — (Keniucky  Pro.,  1817,  p.  7.)  It  is 
more  than  mere  courtesy,  it  is  a  right  which  cannot  be  taken  from  a 
Lodge— to  'exercise  penal  jurisdiction  over  its  own  members,  no 
matter  where  they  may  reside.  (Universal  Masonic  Library,  xviii, 
Mackey 's  Prin.  M.  Law,  p.  336,)  and  they  must  be  tried  where  they 
hold  membership.  (Mitchel's  Com.  Law  of  Masonry,  Grand  Lodge 
of  Mich  ,  1857.)  Tbe  charges  ought  first  to  be  subuiitted  to  the 
Lodge  of  which  the  accused  is  a  member,  or,  secondly,  to  that  in 
whose  jurisdiction  the  offense  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed." 

Constitution  of  Kentucky,  Article  XII,  page  35: 

Section  1.  ''A  brother  of  any  degree,  being  charged  with  un  ma- 
sonic conduct,  shall  be  tried  by  the  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member," 
Ac. 

The  essence  of  the  foregoing  is  simply  that  every  £.  A.,  F.  C,  or 
M.  M.,  must  **stand  to  the  award  and  determination  of  the  Lodge 
(Old  Charges,  vi.)  to  which  he  belongs,"  because  that  X/odge  is  "the 
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proper  niid  competent  jadge  (Old  Charges,  vi. ;  Proceedings,  Kj., 
1858,  p.  116,  par.  8)  of  all  complaints  against  him  of  a  Masonic  na- 
ture. *  *  *  No  Lodge  can  exercise  jurisdiction  over  members  of 
another  Grand  or  subordinate  Lodge. "  ( Mackey's  Prin.  M.  Law. 
Univ.  M.  Lib.,  vol.  xvii.  p.  337.) 

Massachusetts  Constitution,  revised  1879,  p.  57: 

Section  4.  **Any  Lodge  may  take  cognizance  of  the  conduct  of 
any  sojourning  brother  or  brethren,  not  attached  to  any  particnlar 
Lodge,  upon  a  charge  of  un masonic  conduct." 

When  attached  to  any  Lodge  this  cannot  apply. 

Minnesota  Constitution,  adopted  1855;  Reprint,  p.  29: 

3.  **When  two  brethren  reside  within  the  jurisdiction  of  different 
Lodges,  the  brother  aggrieved  shall  first  apply  to  the  Warden  of  the 
Lodge  to  which  the  offending  brother  is  amenable,  and  in  case  of 
that  officer  refusing  to  act  he  may  apply  to  his  own  Lodge,  and  that 
Lodge  may,  by  resolution,  request  the  proper  officers  of  the  sister 
Lodge  to  prefer  the  charges  against  the  offending  brother,  and  in  case 
of  such  ii  resolution,  duly  certified  by  the  Worshipful  Master  and 
Secretary,  being  handed  to  the  presiding  officer  of  a  sister  Lodge, 
it  shall  be  his  duty  to  take  notice  of  the  same  and  govern  himself 
accordingly." 

Here  the  right  of  a  Lodge  to  discipline  its  own  ^members  is  dis- 
tinctly recognized,  and  only  in  the  same  Grand  Jurisdiction;  for  it 
IS  certainly  true  that  one  Grand  Lodge  cannot  legislate  for  Masons  io 
another  jurisdiction. 

**These  considerations  warrant  us  in  the  belief  that  the  Lodge  or 
Grand  Lodge,  of  which  a  Mason  may  be  a  member,  has  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  trying  and  punishing  that  member  for  violating  the 
Masonic  law.  A  case  in  point  was  decided  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri,  in  1852,  sustaining  the  views  here  advanced."  (King,  C.  F. 
C,  N.  Y.,  1853.) 

*^  A  brother  Master  Mason  trespassing  against  our  rules  is  amen- 
able to  the  particular  Lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member.  This  rule 
applies  with  equal  force  against  a  sojourner  who  ma}'  commit  an 
offense.  The  charges  agunst  him  can  only  be  preferred  in  the  Lodge 
of  which  he  is  a  member."     (Missouri,  1852.) 

**We  are  of  the  same  opinion."    (Parvin,  C.  F.  C,  Iowa,  1852.) 

**A  Mason  living  in  the  vicinity  of  a  Lodge,  bat  a  member  of  a  dis- 
tant Lodge,  is  subject  to  the  authority  of  his  own  Lodge  only."  - 
(Swigert,  G.  M.,  Kentucky,  1858.) 

In  1849  the  laws  of  Missouri  required  a  member  to  be  tried  in  his 
own  Lodge,  or  by  its  consent. 

In  18f92,  Book  of  Constitutions,  page  75,  is  this  by-law: 

Section  26.  Penal  Jurisdiction.  *'A11  chartered  Lodges  in  the 
jurisdiction  have  full  power  and  authority  to  exercise  Penal  Jurisdic- 
tiou  over  all  Masons,  non  affiliated  as  well  as  affiliated,  within  their 
several  jurisdictions."  **  In  the  case  of  an  affiliated  offender,  living 
outside  of  the  local  jurisdiction  of  his  Lodge,  the  plan  has  been 
tiied  of  having  the  charges  brought  by  the  Lodge,  under  whose  juris- 
diction he  resides,  and  sent  to  his  lodge  for  trial.  This  method, 
while  it  is  regular,  involves  the  difficulty  of  getting  evidence  and 
witnesses  before  the  Lodge  at  the  trial,  and  causes  inconvenience  and 
delay,"  Ac. 
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Not  necesRarily  if  the  evidence  has  been  properly  taken,  and  a  vote 
>f  the  trial  Lodge,  of  two-thirds  of  its  members  to  certify  to  his  own 
uodge,  we  see  no  difficulty  whatever.  The  accused,  if  convicted,  has 
lis  right  of  appeal  to  his  own  Grand  Lodge,  and  no  other  Grand 
[iodge,  in  onr  judgment,  should  have  the  matter  before  it.  The  book 
>efore  us  concludes  thus: 

First  the  Lodge  owning  the  member  should  be  notified,  and  it  has 
he  privilege  of  trying  the  case,  should  it  prefer  to  do  so;  if  not,  it 
(bould  request  the  other  Lodge  to  do  it.  If  it  fails  to  act  at  all,  then 
he  Lodge  in  possessiou  of  the  facts  may  legitimately  try  the  case, 
aid  report  the  result  to  the  other,  which  must  be  binding  upon  it  as 
f  it  hnd  been  its  own  act. 

Well,  so  it  should,  provided  both  Lodges  hold  their  charters  in  the 
lame  Grand  Jurisdiction.  But  query;  if  in  another  jurisdiction  how 
8  the  law  of  Missouri  to  be  enforced,  except  by  a  conventional  agree- 
nent  between  them?  Suppose  the  mother  Lodge  refuses  to  accede 
o  this  didum,  where  is  the  remedy  ?  If  a  son,  residing  with  his 
incle,  be  charged  with  an  offense,  and  be  dismissed  from  the  home 
>f  the  uncle,  does  that  imply  that  his  father  must  not  receive  him  to 
lis  house?  Is  not  the  father's  consent  necessary  to  make  the  offen- 
ler  an  utter  outcast  ? 

Constitution  of  Vermont,  A.  L.  5794: 

Article  XVI.  ''Every  Lodge  may  exercise  all  the  rights  of  discip- 
iqe  over  Masons  not  members  thereof,  who  reside  in  the  immediate 
icipitv  of  such  Lodge,  so  far  as  may  relate  to  conduct  and  behavior 
d  (luoh  Masons  while  resident  in  the  vicinity  of  such  Lodge." 

In  the  By-Laws  of  Vermont,  published  in  volume  of  proceedings 
071884,  p.  229,  just  received,  we  find  also  this: 

*'Any  Lodge  may  take  cognizance  of  the  conduct  of  any  sojoum- 
Dg  or  resident  brother  not  attached  to  any  particular  Lodge,  upon 
he  charges,  Ao.,  while  residing  in  this  jurisdiction.** 

Florida.  1884,  Regulations  177,  p.  289,  proceedings: 

"Particular  Lodges  have  exclusive  original  jurisdiction  over  their 
»WD  members.  They  have,  also,  original  jurisdiction  over  all  unaffll- 
ated  Masons  residing  or  sojourning  within  their  territorial  limits 
'espectiv^ly.  They  cannot  suspend  or  expel  a  member  of  any  other 
ijodge  without  waiver  of  jurisdiction ;  but  they  may  disown  him  and 
"eport  him  to  his  Lodge." 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  1845,  page  35: 

Article  LXVIII.  *'Any  Lodge  may  take  cognizance  of  the  conduct 
>f  any  brother  not  a  member  of  a  Lodge  in  the  vicinity,  upon  a 
iharge  of  unmasonic  conduct  committed  t)y  such  brother  while  re- 
dding or  sojourning  in  the  vicinity  of  such  Lodge,  and  having  cited 
ilkn  to  a  hearing,  and  investigated  the  facts  in  the  case,  if  found 
{0^7  shall  make  report  thereof  to  the  Lodge  to  which  the  offender 
>elokigs,  if  within  the  United  States;  but  if  the  offender  is  not  a 
nember  of  any  Lodge,  or  of  any  Lodge  in  the  United  States,  the 
jodge  taking  cognizance  of  his  case  shall  decide  upon  the  merits, 
tnd  exeicise  discipline  with  the  name  powers  and  to  the  same  extent 
\a  if  he  were  a  member  of  that  Lodge;  and  in  either  and  every  case 
(hall  make  report  of  its  proceedings  in  the  premises  to  the  Grand 
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Lodge,  to  which,  as  in  all  other  oases,  there  remains  the  right  of 
appeal.'* 

Constitution  of  New  Hampshire,  pablished  in  1851,  Vol.  n.  Re- 
print, page  317: 

Section  21.  * 'Subordinate  Lodges  have  power,  and  may  take  cog- 
nizance of  an^  immoral  or  an  masonic  conduct  of  a  sojourning  bro- 
ther; that  is,  m  cases  where  the  offender  is  a  member  of  any  Lodge 
within  the  United  States,  the  Lodge  in  whose  precinct  he  may  be 
accused  of  immoral  or  nnmasonic  conduct  may  inquire  into  and  re- 
port the  same  to  the  Lodge  whereof  he  is  a  member,  that  he  may  be 
there  tried ;  and  in  cases  where  the  accused  is  not  a  member  of  any 
Lodge  the  Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  offense  shall  have 
been  committed  ma^  proceed,"  &c. 

Present  Constitution  of  New  Hampshire,  page  38: 

Section  135.  * 'Particular  Lodges  have  power,  and  may  take  cogni- 
zance of  any  immoral  or  unmasonic  conduct  of  a  sojourning  brother; 
that  is,  in  coses  where  the  offender  is  a  member  of  any  Lodge  in  the 
United  States,  the  Lodge  in  whose  precinct  be  may  be  accused  of 
immoral  or  unmasonic  conduct  may  inquire  into  and  report  the  same 
to  the  Lodge  whereof  he  is  a  member  that  he  may  be  there  tried" 
&c. 

Constitution  of  Utah,  1879,  Bule  5,  page  30: 

Trial  Code.  "Every  Lodge  has  jurisdiction  over  its  own  members 
and  all  non-affiliated  Masons  residing  or  sojourning  in  its  jurisdiction. 
If  the  offenders  hold  membership  in  another  Lodge,  the  charge  shall 
be  sent  to  that  Lodge  for  trial;  but  if  such  Lodge  refuse  or  waive  the 
right  to  entertain  the  charge,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  Lodge  under 
whose  jurisdiction  the  offense  was  committed  shall  proceed  to  the 
trial  of  the  accused,  as  provided  in  Section  II,  Bule  1.  * 

New  York  Constitution  and  present  statutes,  page  44: 

Section  71.  "A  warranted  Lodge  shall  have,  with  the  Grand  Lodge, 
concurrent  jurisdiction  over  any  unaffiliated  Mason  residing  within 
its  territorial  jurisdiction,  and  original  jurisdiction  over  any  Entered 
Apprentice  made  or  Fellow  Craft  passed  therein,  and  over  any  of  its 
members  except  its  Master,"  &c. 

Constitution  of  Wisconsin,  page  27,  Jurisdiction  of  a  Lodge: 

Section  1.  "Fifth.  By  its  personal  jurisdiction  a  Lodge  has  no 
exclusive  right  to  any  Masonic  material;  nor  any  power  over  the 
members  and  unfinished  work  of  another  Lodge,  bnt  by  its  territorial 
jurisdiction  it  acquires  an  exclusive  rigbt  to  accept  or  reject  all  new 
Masonic  material  residing  within  its  geographical  limits,  and  penal 
power  over  all  Masons  who  reside,  bnt  do  not  affiliate  therein,"  Ac. 
[This,  of  course,  refers  to  unaffiliated  Masons,  to  make  it  consistent 
with  the  expression,  "no  exclusive  right."] 

Constitution  of  Louisiana.  1883,  General  Begulations,  p.  18: 

Section  60.  "Each  Lodge  may  take  cognizance  of  the  conductor 
Masons  living  within  its  jurisdiction  and  not  belonging  to  another 
Lodge  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  try  and  punish  them  for  Masonic 
offenses  committed  within  its  jurisdiction,  or  such  as  may  be  referred 
to  it  by  the  foreign  regular  Lodge  where  the  offense  was  committed." 

Constitution,  1874,  pp.  19  and  20. 

Section  50.  "AH  charges  of  unmasonic  conduct  against  a  brother 
must  be  in  writing,  and  clearly  specify  the  offense  or  oifeoses  com- 
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plained  of ;  be  signed  by  the  party  making  them ;  contain  the  names 
and  the  residences  of  the  witnesses,  and  be  presented  to  Worshipful 
Master  of  the  Lodge  to  which  the  brother  accused  belongs,  or  in 
whose  jurisdiction  he  muy  reside  if  a  sojourning  brother."  (Decis- 
ioub  of  Girard,  1874:  "Charges  may  be  preferred  to  the  Lodge  in 
Mhose  jurisdiction  the  brother  resides,  though  not  a  member  of  that 
Lodge,  under  Section  50  (above)  of  trials,  although  Section  35,  of 
constituent  Lodges,  seems  to  restrict  the  Penal  Jurisdiction  of  a 
Lodge  over  Masons  living  within  its  jurisdiction  who  do  not  belong 
to  another  Lodgr  of  this  Grand  Lodge  *  *  *  *  If  the  two  Lodges 
be  at  a  long  distance  apart,  the  courtesy  due  to  his  Lodge  might  and 
should  yield  to  the  general  good  of  the  Craft.") 

Here  we  see  the  idea  of  the  jurisdictional  right  of  his  own  Lodge 
admitted;  but  that  the  general  good  should  prevail  over  the  right. 

The  following  provisions  for  unaffiliates  show  that  these  Grand 
Lodges  did  not  contemplate  dealing  with  affiliated  Masons  for  offen- 
ses committed  in  their  jurisdirtion: 

'*£very  Lodge  shall  exercise  all  the  rights  of  discipline  over  Ma- 
sons, (not  members  thereof  or  of  any  other  Lodge,)  who  may  reside 
in  the  vicinity  ef  such  Lodge,"  &c.  (Iowa  Constitution;  also.  Consti- 
tution of  Illinois  and  Maryland. ) 

**£very  Lodge  may  exercise  all  the  rights  of  discipline  over  Ma- 
sons, not  members  of  any  Lodge,  who  reside  in  the  vicinity  of  such 
Lodge,"  Ac.  (Florida  Constitution.)  The  sa;ne  as  this  in  District  of 
Columbia  Constitution. 

**A  Mason,  not  a  member  of  any  particular  Lod^e,  who  has  been 
gnilty  of  immoral  or  unmasonic  conduct,  can  be  tried  by  any  Lodge 
within  whose  jurisdiction  be  may  be  residing."  (King,  C.  F.  C., 
N.  Y.,  1853.) 

'*A  Lodge  has  a  right  to  try  a  non-affiliated  Mason  for  unmasonic 
conduct,  committed  while  residing  within  the  limits  of  said  Lodge, 
after  he  has  removed  out  of  its  jurisdiction  as  well  as  out  of  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  Grand  Lodge,  under  which  such  Lodge  is  working." 
(G  M.  Miss.,  1848;  G.  L.,  lb.;  C.  W.  Moore,  lb.) 

''Any  Lodge  may  take  cognizance  of  the  conduct  of  any  sojourn- 
ing brother  or  brethren,  not  attached  to  any  particular  Lodge,  upon 
a  charge  of  unmasonic  conduct."  (Constitutions  of  Me.,  Mass.,  B. 
I.,  Wis.,  C.  W.  Moore,  1846:  Constitution  of  Vt.  and  Miss.,  1851.) 

Of  course,  when  attached  to  any  Lodge,  this  cannot  be  done  ! 

Brother  Charles  W.  Mooro  said:  •*  We  understand  the  rule  to  be 
that  a  brother  (non-affiliated)  is  amenable  for  any  offense  committed 
against  the  laws  of  Masonry,  and  in  derogation  of  his  obligation  as 
a  Mason ,  to  the  particular  Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  resides, 
HDd  within  which  the  offense  is  committed." 

Having  cited  the  above  decisions  of  Grand  Masters,  chairmen  of 
committees,  and  constitutional  provisions,  in  all  of  which  the  prin- 
ciple is  clearly  set  forth,  that  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  our  Section  21,  of  Article  XX,  which 
wasadoi'ted  by  our  Grand  Lodge  in  1864,  is  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  practice  of  a  very  respectable  number  of  Grand  Lodges  as 
far  back  as  1850,  and  that  very  many  of  tbem  6till  have  the  rule  in 
their  Constitutious,  and  that,  too,  in  some  of  them  where  our  critics 
hold  their  membership.  When  we  find  that  it  is  better  to  change 
than  to  remain  in  the  old  paths,  we,  too,  may  follow  Kentucky. 
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FOBMATION  OF  QRAMD  LODOBS. 

We  DOW  present  some  remarks  as  to  the  formation  of  Grand 
Lodges  in  unoccupied  territories,  and  we  have  this  to  say:  That  in 
the  United  States,  from  a  very  early  day,  it  has  been  n  general,  but 
not  universal,  sentiment  that  there  should  be  a  majority  of  the 
Lodges  within  the  territory  (and  not  less  than  three)  to  make  the 
organization  of  such  Grand  Lodge  sufficiently  legitimate  or  regular 
to  obtain  the  recognition  and  fraternal  interchange  of  Masonic  cour- 
tesies from  other  regularly  established  Grand  Lodges.  We  have 
failed  to  trace  this  doctrine  to  any  authentic  source.  Outside  the- 
United  States  this  doctrine  is  unknown.  Nevertheless,  we  feel  sure 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  wonld  never  recog- 
nize any  Grand  Lodge  in  the  United  States  unless  formed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Lodges. 

We  protest,  however,  against  the  dictorial  tone  adopted  by  some 
of  our  critics,  when  they  dogmatically  assert  that  to  regularize  a 
Grand  Lodge  formation  anywhere  a  majority  of  Lodges  must  concur, 
particularly  when  said  Grand  Lodge  is  in  a  foreign  country,  where 
no  such  doctrine  was  ever  known  or  considered.  Moreover,  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  every  Grand  Lodge  aud  Orient  in  Europe 
maintains  the  right  (and  they  have  all  exercised  that  right  since  1730) 
to  establinh  a  Grand  Lodge  in  any  unoccupied  territory,  even  where 
there  is  not  a  single  subordinate  Lodge  holding  a  charter;  and  in 
every  province  belonging  to  Great  Britain  there  are  now  Provincial 
Grand  Lodges  established  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland.  They  prefix  the  word  provincial— but  they  are  Grand 
Lodges — and  are  not  representative  in  their  character;  for  the  breth- 
ren belonging  to  the  subordinate  Lodges  under  the  separate  Consti- 
tutions of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  are  governed  by  those  who 
are  appointed  over  them  from  those  Grand  Lodges  respectively, 
without  representation.  How  American  Masons  can  sustain,  by 
their  moral  support,  any  such  monarchical  system  in  Masonry  is  be- 
yond our  ken.  The  oldest  Constitution,  as  to  a  Grand  Lodge,  says  : 
*'The  Grand  Lodge  consists  of,  and  is  formed  by,  the  Masters  and 
Wardens  of  all  the  regular  particular  Lodges  upon  record,**  &c  The 
LodgeA  in  the  colonies  and  provinces  are  practically  debarred  this 
privilege.  Hence  we  hold  that  so  soon  as  three  Lodges  agree  in  con- 
vention, and  do  organize  a  Grand  Lodge,  that  Grand  Lodge  is  the 
only  legitimate  Grand  Body  in  every  such  territory. 

We,  therefore,  insist  that  in  any  foreign  country,  where  three 
Lodges  shall  unite  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge,  outsiders  have  nothing  to 
do  with  its  formation.  We,  however,  do  not  hold  to  the  dictum  that 
such  an  organization  can  claim  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  that  territo- 
ry. Other  Grand  Lodges  cannot  chnrter  Lodges  therein,  but  may 
continue  to  exercise  control  over  their  Lodges  therein  until  they  unite 
with  the  new  body.  This  seems  to  us  to  be  equitable.  It  is  quite 
different  in  all  foreign  countries  from  what  is  considered  right  in 
American  jurisprudence;  and  here  we  think  our  writers  make  the 
mistake  in  measuring  European  Masonry,  in  all  things,  by  our  Amer- 
ican bushel.     Their  standard  and  ours  differ. 

Now,  we  propose  to  deal  out  to  them  their  own  measures,  and  rec- 
ognize every  Grand  Lodge  formed,  to  get  rid  of  their  proTinoial  sys- 
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tern,  and  approach  oar  own  system  of  exclnsive  jnrisdiotion,  which 
is,  in  a  measure,  unrecognized  in  Europe.  In  tho  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  there  are  three  Grand  Lodges,  each  having  provincial  Grand 
Lodges  in  all  the  provinces  of  Great  Britain .  For  the  sake  of  peace 
each  one  of  these  has  withdrawn  from  their  American  provinces  and 
left  the  home  Grand  Lodges  to  take  care  of  the  Graft,  except  in  Que- 
heo.  It  is  well  known  that  each  of  these  Grand  Lodges,  claims  the 
prescriptive  right  again  to  enter  those  provinces  with  charters  when- 
ever they  may  see  proper.  The  contest  now  going  on  between  the 
Grand  Mark-)jodge  of  England  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec 
shows  their  animus  well  enough;  and  there  will  be  uo  peace  on  this 
continent  until  we  * 'carry  the  war  into  Africa,"  and  aid  all  the  inde- 
pendent Masons  abroad  to  assert  the  original,  Masonic,  inherent 
right  of  self-government,  by  due  representation  in  the  highest  legis- 
lative Masonic  body.  We  plant  ourselves  upon  the  old  Constitution, 
which  provides  for  every  Grand  Lodge  formation  as  given  above,  viz: 
that  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  its  membership,  shall  consist  of  the  Masters 
and  Wardens  of  all  the  Lodges  under  its  Constitution. 

As  we  said  before,  until  a  majority  of  all  the  Lodges,  holding  under 
a  particular  constitution,  unite  in  the  organization,  no  claim  can  be 
made  to  exclusive  territorial  jurisdiction,  nor  should  that  feature 
obtain  until,  as  in  the  joint  occupancy  of  the  three  Grand  Lodges,  a 
majority  of  all  should  unite;  and  then  it  is  only  conventional  to  de- 
mand the  surrender  of  the  miuority;  they  may  bo  declared  irregular; 
but  if  outside  Grand  Lodges  still  acknowledge  them  as  regular,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  English  Lodges  in  Canada  and  Quebec,  then,  of  course, 
they  must  be  regmar  to  all  who  receive  them  as  such. 

We  will  now  show,  in  our  quotations  from  the  histories  of  Grand 
Lodges  in  Europe  in  the  last  century,  great  differences  in  the  practice 
of  our  Order;  and  in  as  much  as  Masonry  in  Europe  was  so  perma- 
nently established  in  the  northern  part  as  to  create  no  discussion 
upon  that  point  within  tbis  century,  yet  we  have  only  to  look  now  at 
Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal  to  observe  the  utmost  confusion  in  regard 
to  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction,  and  this  also  extends  to  Cuba,  South 
America,  and  (this  very  year)  to  Mexico,  where  the  Masonic  yarn  has 
taken  a  new  tangle,  in  the  formation  of  Grand  Lodges. 

OBAND  LODGE  OBOANIZATION. 

Brother  G.  W.  Chase,  in  his  Digest  published  in  1864,  says: 

"If  there  be  more  than  three  Lodges  previously  existing  in  the  ter- 
ritory we  are  of  opinion,  though  we  do  not  know  that  the  point  has 
ever  been  raised,  that  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  all  of  them  is 
necessary  to  the  legality  of  the  new  Grand  Lodge.*' 

At  that  time  the  point  had  not  been  raised  anywhere,  nor  so  de- 
cided. 

The  first  Grand  Lodge  ever  formed  was  constituted  by  only  four 
Lodges,  without  charters,  in  1717,  adopted  its  regulations  in  1721,  and 
in  1723  bad  them  signed  by  fourteen  Lodges  then  in  existence,  hav- 
ing been  created  subsequently.  The  single  old  Lodge  at  York,  in 
1725,  was  self-constituted  into  a  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  two  Grand 
Lodges,  for  many  years,  were  harmonious,  and  continued  ho  until 
the  one  at  London  granted  a  charter  to  a  Lodge  in  New  York.     On 


102  APPENDIX.  [1885. 

NoYember  30,  1736,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Sootland  was  coDStitnted 
with  only  thirty-three  Lodges  out  of  one  hundred  and  more  which 
had  been  invited  to  join  in  the  organization. 

In  Scotland,  after  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  in  17'43,  Lodge 
Kilwinning  withdrew  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  becanse  she 
was  not  placed  first  on  the  roll,  a  position  occupied  by  the  Lodge  of 
St.  Mary's  Chapel,  whose  record  only  went  as  far  back  as  1598. 
Grand  Lodge  refused  Kilwinning's  claim  in  consequence  of  her  not 
being  able  to  show  records  in  support  of  her  position.  These  papers 
are  said  to  have  been  accidentally  destroyed.  Kilwinning  Lodge 
maintained  her  independent  position  until  1807,  and  for  sixty-four 
years  acted  as  an  independent  Graod  Lodge,  granting  warrants  to 
subordinates.  In  1807  she  and  hep  subordinates  submitted  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland,  and  was  placed  he  id  of  the  roll,  and  her 
Lodges*  position  recognized  according  to  their  ages. 

Tho  ''Ancients"  and  '^Moderns,"  after  a  separate  organization  from 
1748  to  1813,  united  and  formed  the  present  CJnited  Grand  Lodge  of 
England. 

We  now  cite  the  case  of  Belgium  where  on  June  4,  1721,  at  Mons, 
was  instituted  by  the  Duke  ot  Montague,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  London,  the  Lodge  ^'Perfect  CJnion,"  which  single  Lodge 
was  subsequently  erected  into  an  English  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  low 
Countries  of  Austria.  From  1817  to  1823  there  were  three  Grand 
Lodges  in  Belgium  and  Holland.  The  separation  of  Belgium  from 
Holland,  in  1831,  modified  anew  the  condition  of  Masonry  in  Belgi- 
um. The  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Brussels,  being  thus  isolated 
from  the  Grand  Orient  of  Holland,  invited  by  a  circular  16th  Decem- 
ber, 1832,  all  the  Lodges  of  the  new  kingdom,  to  recognize  it  as  an 
independent  authority,  to  unite  under  its  recognition,  and  to  send 
up  their  delegates  to  a  general  assembly,  2oth  February,  1833.  Only 
four  Lodges,  however,  were  represents ;  but  the  delegates  present, 
nevertheless,  decided  to  declare  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Low  Countries  dissolved,  and  to  constitute  in  its  place  a  Grand  Ori- 
ent of  Belgium.  The  new  authority  (only  four  Lodges)  succeeded  in 
uniting  under  its  jurisdiction  all  the  Lodges  of  Belgium  except  four, 
which  were  then  declared  irregular. 

No  one  will  pretend  to  assert  that,  with  three  distinct  Grand  Lodges 
in  Berlin  governing  all  the  Lodges  in  Prussia,  there  was  a  majority 
of  Lodges  interested  in  or  connected  with  the  organization  of  each  of 
these.  In  1867  the  three  globes  had  ninty-nine  Lodges;  National 
Grand  Lodge  had  sixty-seven  Lodges,  and  Boyal  York  Grand  Lodge 
had  twenty-seven  operative  Lodges. 

OBAND  LODGE   SOVKBEIONTY. 

**It  is  held,  universally  in  this  country,  that  any  Grand  Lodge  may 
grant  charters  for  Lodges  in  any  country  or  province  in  which  no 
Grand  Lodge  exists;  but  that  when  three  or  more  Lodges  have  thus 
been  formed  in  a  country,  they  may,  even  if  chartered  by  different 
Grand  Lodges,  sever  their  connection  with  their  parent  Grand  Lodge, 
and  form  a  Grand  Lodge  of  their  own;  and  that  such  Grand  Lodge 
has  then  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Lodges  in  that  country,  even  of 
sucb  as  did  not  unite  in  forming  the  Grand  Lodge.     Many  of  the 
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Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States  were  thu-i  formed.  The  united 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  has  recognized  snch  Grand  Lodges,  anless 
1  am  incorrectly  informed."  (Grand  Master  J.  H.  Drammond,  in 
1861,  Maine,  p.  749.) 

There  is  not  a  word  about  majorities  in  this;  and  we  do  not  believe 
that  Brother  Dmmmond,  at  that  time,  contemplated  any  such  idea 
or  he  would  have  so  stated  it. 

** Masonic  writers,  almost  universally,  hold  that,  when  a  Grand 
Lodge  is  formed  for  a  given  territory,  'all  other  Grand  Lodges  are 
precluded  trom  exercising  any  Masonic  authority  within  the  said 
territory." 

Lodges  in  Illinois  which  were  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Missouri: 

Olive  Branch,  No.  5.  located  at  Alton,  chartered  April  3,  1822,  uni- 
ted with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ulioois  in  1824. 

Vandalia,  No.  8,  located  at  Yandalia,  chartered  October  8,  1822, 
united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1824. 

Sangamon,  N'>.  9,  located  at  Springfield,  chartered  October  25, 
1822,  united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  April  U,  1826. 

Union,  No.  10,  located  at  Jonesboro,  chartered  October  25,  1822, 
united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1824. 

Eden,  No.  11,  located  at  Covington,  chartered  October  9,  1822,  uni- 
ted with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1824. 

Tha  first  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  was  formed  at  a  preliminary  con- 
vention held  April,  1824.  Present:  Olive  Branch,  No.  5;  Yandalia, 
No.  8;  S'lngamon,  No.  9;  Union,  No.  10;  Eden,  No.  11.  This  Grand 
Lodge  did  not  continue  many  years.  It  ceased  its  labors  during  the 
Morgan  excitement.  The  brethren  again  sought  charters  from  the 
Gnnd  Lodge  of  Missouri,  viz: 

Fra'iklin,  No.  22,  located  at  Alton,  dispensation  granted  November 
9, 1836,  chartered  October  5,  1837,  united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois  in  1H43. 

Harmony,  No.  24,  located  at  Jacksonville,  dispensation  granted 
October  4,  J  837,  chartered  October  2,  1838,  united  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1840. 

Springfield,  No.  26,  located  at  Springfield,  chartered  October  8, 
1839,  united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1840. 

Temperance,  No.  27,  located  at  Yandalia  chartered  October  9, 1839, 
united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1842. 

Far  West,  No.  29,  located  at  Galena,  chartered  October  11,  1839, 
united  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1846. 

Hillsboro,  alias  Mt.  Moriah,  No  33,  located  at  Uillsboro,  chartered 
October  8,  1840,  charter  arrested  October  16,  1846. 

Columbus,  No. located  at  Columbus,  dispensation  granted 

October  10,  1839. 

Clinton,  No.  39,  located  at  Carlyle,  chartered  October  8,  1841,  char- 
ter arrested  October  19.  1846. 

Marion,  No.  59,  located  at  Salem,  chartered  October  11,  1842,  uni- 
ted with  the  Grand  Ludge  of  Illinois  in  1844. 

St.  Clair,  No.  6.»,  located  at  Belleville,  chartered  October  11,  1842, 
united  with  the  Grnnd  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1844. 

The  second  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  was  forme  1  by  convention  at 
Jacksonville,  January  20,  1840.     First  regular  communication  held 
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April  6,  1840.  At  this  oommnnicatioQ,  Bodley,  No  97;  Bpringfield, 
No.  26;  Colambas  No.  20;  Far  West,  No  29;  and  Harmony,  No.  24, 
were  represented;  and  charters  were  issued  to  Bodley,  No.  1;  Equal- 
ity, No.  2;  Far  West,  No.  5;  Colambas.  No.  6;  Harmony  No.  3;  and 
Springfield,  No.  4.  At  the  next  communication.  Far  West,  No.  29, 
had  returned  to  Missouri  and  remained  there  until  1846.  Temper- 
ance, No.  27,  did  not  unito  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  until 
1842.  Franklin  No.  22,  did  not  unite  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  lUi- 
nois  until  1843. 

Of  the  five  Lodges  holding  charters  from  Missouri  in  1840,  only 
two  unitod  with  those  Lodges  in  Illinois  which  were  not  under  char- 
ter from  Missouri,  viz:  Bodley,  No.  97,  and  Equality,  No.  2. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  finally  formed  at  its  first  Annual  Convoca- 
tion, held  at  Jacksonville,  October  20,  1840,  with  Lodges  Nos.  1,  3,  4, 
and  8.  How  many  Lodges  there  were  in  the  State  we  cannot  just 
now  say ;  we  propose,  however,  to  find  out  very  soon.  There  was  a 
Lodge  at  Edwardsville,  and,  with  those  at  Alton,  (No.  22,)  Vandalia, 
(No  27;)  Galena,  (No.  29;)  Hillsboro,  (No.  33;)  and  one  ptColumbiiH, 
under  dispensation,  there  were  in  Illinois,  in  1840,  ten  Lodges,  nnd 
only  four  of  these  formed  the  Grand  Iiodge. 

FLORIDA. 

Held  the  Ffty-Sixth  Grand  Annual  Communication  on  the  20th  day 
of  January  18b5  Graud  Master  Robt.  J.  Perry  being  in  the  East,  and 
representatives  present  from  55  Lodges.  There  are  84  Lodges  with 
a  membership  of  2379  being  a  gain  of  65  since  last  report. 

Grand  Master  Perry  delivered  a  fine  address  at  the  opening,  a  part 
of  which  was  devoted  to  the  duties  of  M»sons,  and  we  give  you  be- 
low an  extract  which  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  ponder  upon  and 
digest. 

The  real  Freemason  is  eminently  distinguished  from  the  rest  of 
mankind,  by  the  uniform  unrestrained  rectitude  of  his  condnot.     He 
restrains  his  passions,  because  they  cannot  be  indulged  without  in- 
juring his  neighbor  or  himself.     He  gives  no  offence  intentionally, 
either  by  implication  or  direct  expression.     He  contracts   no  debt 
which  he  is  not  certain  that  he  can  discharge,  because  he  is  honest 
upon  principle.     He  would  be  just,  fair  and  frank  in  all  of  his  deal- 
ings, business  or  otherwise,  with  his  brothers  and  the  rest  of  maa- 
kind,  even  if  there  were  no  written  laws,  human  or  divine,  except 
those  which  are   written  on  his  heart  by   the  finger  of  his  Creator. 
He  would  never  endeavor  to  exalt  himself  or  enhance  his  interests 
at  the  expense  of  some  one   else,  for  he   constantly  bears  in   mind 
that  noble  injunction:     * 'Be  careful,    my   brother,  that  thou  receive 
no  wages  here  or  elsewhere  noi  thy  due,  for  if  thou  dost,  thou  wrong- 
est some  one  by  taking  that  which  in  God's  chancery  belongs  to  him- 
self and  whether  that  which  thou  takest  thus  be   wealth  or  rank,  or 
influence  or  reputation."    With  millions   at  his  command,  a  Mason'n 
word  should  be  as  good  as  his  bond;  if  this  be  not  so,  he  would  ao- 
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cord  protection  to  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  if  a  selfish  interest 
demanded  a  forfeiture.  What  response  can  be  made  by  each  one  of 
US  to  these  pertinent  and  nn exaggerated  exactions  of  our  profession 
as  Masons?  **Do  unto  others,  as  yon  would  that  others  should  do 
unto  you." 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  we  think  give  throughout  the 
true  Masonic  ring,  and  so  thought  the  committee  on  jurisprudence. 
We  quote  their  remarks  on  one  of  them.     It  explains  itself  : 

Ruling  1th  refers  to  the  right  of  a  Lodge  to  extend  pecuniary  aid  to 
a  Brother  who  is  undergoing  punishment  under  sentence  of  a  legal 
tribunal.  The  G.  M.  rules  that  the  Brother  is  a  proper  object  of  Ma- 
sonic relief,  if  upon  a  careful  investigation  into  the  facts  the  Lodge 
so  decides.  The  decision  of  a  legal  tribunal  is  not,  in  itHelf,  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  un worthiness,  but  it  should  prompt  the  Lodge  to 
make  a  careful  and  searching  examination  into  the  facts.  Your  com- 
mittee approve  this  ruling. 

Four  new  Lodges  were  chartered.  The  Grand  Orator  Brother  B.  H. 
Weller  delivered  a  singular  yet  instructive  oration,  singular  in  com- 
paring a  proper  Mason  to  a  perfect  cubic. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  and  South  Australia  were  recognized. 

Brother  Bobt.  J.  Perry  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  is  no  review  of  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Lodges,  the 
report  being  confined  to  those  Grahd  Lodges  applying  for  recog- 
nition. 

GEOBGIA 

Held  the  Annual  Communication  of  her  Grand  Lodge  on  the  28th 
day  of  October,  1884,  with  Grand  Master  John  S.  Davidson,  presid- 
ing, and  representatives  from  243  subordinates.  There  are  274 
Lodges  on  the  roll  of  which  257  render  returns  with  a  reported  mem- 
bership of  11,024,  the  net  gain  during  the  year  having  been  36. 

In  his  address  the  Grand  Master  urged  the  brethren  to  a  closer  at- 
tention to  the  cultivation  of  the  social  element  of  masonry.  This  is 
truly  to  be  admired  and  we  would  that  every  Master  of  a  lodge  and 
every  member  could  become  imbued  with  his  sentiments.  How  good 
and  how  pleasant  it  would  be  then  to  visit  lodges.     He  says: 

The  social  element  of  Freemasonry  is  too  often  diregarded.  The 
routine  work,  of  course,  should  not  and  need  not  be  neglected.  But 
when  that  has  been  performed,  there  is  always  ample  opportunity 
for  the  display  of  those  friendly  and  social  characteristics  from  which 
innocent  pleasures  flow,  and  which  redound  to  the  well-being  ot  the 
membersnip. 
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The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  roatine  and  of  local  ioterest 
mainly. 

Brother  Davidson  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  J. 
Emmett  Blackshear,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  Alabama 
for  1883;  of  the  probable  valne  of  these  reports  he  truly  says: 

In  nearly  all  matters  appertaining  to  jarispmdence  there  is,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  remarkable  degree  of  unanimity  throughout  the 
Craft— the  physical  qualification  of  candidates  and  the  perpetual 
jurisdiction  of  Lodges  over  those  applyinc  for  initiation,  oeing  tbe 
main  questions  at  issue.  That  this  desirable  result  has  been  attained 
largely  through  the  Beports  on  Correspondence  does  not  admit  of  a 
doubt.  Well  would  it  be  for  Masonry,  therefore,  if  these  reports 
were  more  generally   rc'd.     It  would,  of  course,  be  impracticable  to 

Slaoe  a  copy  in  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the  Craft,  but  the 
[asters  cm  have  them  read  before  their  Lodges,  and  we  would  earn- 
estly recommend  that  they  do  so,  feeling  assured  that  much  good 
would  result  therefrom. 

We  would  avail  ourself  of  this  opportunity  of  assuring  our  brother 
that  there  was  no  portion  of  our  sentence  in  relation  to  himself  *'in- 
tended  as  a  placebo,"  for  we  know  too  well  his  ability,  but  we  thought 
that  so  respectable  a  Grand  Lodge  ought  not  so  completely  to  choke 
him  to  whom  the  report  of  so  much  importance  had  been  entrusted. 
Perhaps  if  we  had  reviewed  what  we  had  written  we  would  have  mod- 
ified it  before  it  went  into  pnnt.  But  we  are  compelled,  for  like 
reasons  as  our  brother,  to  be  as  brief  as  the  importance  of  the  report 
will  warrant,  and  we  never  see  it  after  it  goes  into  the  hands  of  Grand 
Secretary  until  it  appears  in '*The  Proceedings."  But  now  we  are 
rather  rejoiced  that  we  said  what  we  did,  for,  before  us  is  a  pleasant, 
chatty,  and,  I  will  add,  very  sound  enunciation  of  masonic  law  and 
masonic  mutters. 

Our  Brother  is  in  favor  of  the  '*  one  ballot  system"  or  one  ballot 
for  all  the  degrees.  We  do  not  yet  anuoune  ourself  as  on  the  one 
side  or  the  other.  Alabama  requires  a  ballot  for  each  degree 
One  thing  is  certain,  however,  that  under  the  ''one  ballot  system"  an 
E.  A.  would  be  entitled  to  a  trial  or  his  advancement  could  not  be 
impeded  by  one  who  thought  him  unworthy.  Brother  B.  says,  also: 
"No  brother  should  have  it  in  his  power  to  stab  another  brother  in 
the  dark." 

Our  views  on  the  following  subject  have  heretofore  been  fully  ex- 
pressed, we  therefore  only  quote  the  views  of  Brother  B.  : 

If  the  Lodge  sees  fit  tc  exhibit  its  charter  to  a  visiting  brother,  it 
has  the  uiKjuestionable  right  to  do  so;   but  we  said,  and  still  hold, 
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thkt  a  viritiDg  brother  has  no  rii/hl  (o  dmiand  the  cAorUr.  Ooe  of  tha 
flret  Ihiogs  we  irere  told,  after  roceiviiiR  tha  thicd  deoree,  wu  that 
«e  had  this  ristat.  nnH  tbat  the  lodges  we  viaited  would  expect  na  to 
eierciae  it.  We  have  never  done  80  yet,  for  the  renaoii  that  we  have 
never  visited  a  tod|{e  that  we  oared  to  ioiinH  bf  bringing  Kk  legiiliiy 
inlo  qneatioD,  And  how  many  of  thone,  who  demand  the  charter, 
know  any  more  of  ils  legality  after  its  eiaminatioD,  than  they  did 
before? 

Of  the  whole  and  perfect  man  he  thus  nnbnrtfaens  himself. 

We  are  od  record  agaioat  thia  ri^d  coaatrDolion  of  the  old  charge 

relatiTs  to  pbyiticHl  qnalittcation,  and  we  can  ace  no  reaaon  fur  ehana- 
ingonr  position.  It  it  is  to  be  rigidly  inforced,  then  reqnire  eacn 
lodge  to  proonre  the  nervioeii  of  au  eiaminiDg  phyaiciaii,  and  pro- 
hibit the  reci-iviag  of  petitions  of  all  who  hare  p<iiHed  tb«  period  of 
yonth.  Now,  in  »iir  opinion,  if  in  applicant  is  capable  of  receiving 
and  imparting  nil  the  teachingH  of  Masonry  in  the  manner  peoaliar 
to  the  craft,  he  ia,  maaonically  speaking,  a  "perfect  yonth,  having  no 
main)  or  defect  in  hia  body  that  renders  him  unable  to  learn  the  art 
of  aerrin);  bin  Maater's  Lord,  and  beinc;  made  a  Brother."  In  the 
CBSea  reported,  with  the  exceplion  of  numbers  three  and  four,  we  can 
ae«  DO  good  raaaon  for  the  ruling  male.  In  number  five,  the  appli- 
cant having  been  iniiiated  and  poBsed,  we  fail  Co  see  how  either  be  nr 
the  Masonic  Institntioo  could  be  further  damaged  by  his  raieing 

IDAHO. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Commaaication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
thia  territory  was  held  on  the  9lh  September,  1S84,  with  Orand  Mas- 
ter Chester  P.  Cobnrn,  preaiding.  There  were  repreaentativea  preemt 
from  all  the  Lodges,  11  in  number,  yet  the  Grand  Marshal,  Deacons 
and  Stewards  had  to  be  appointed  pro  tempore.  The  whole  number 
of  members  is  456  a  gain  of  10  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master  said,  ".Although  there  bad  been  but  a  small  in- 
crease in  nnmber  in  this  jurisdiction,  I  believe  the  material  selected 
willstand  the  teat." 

The  qneation  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  had  been  brought  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  the  previous  communication,  and  had  been  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  who  reported  at  this  commnnicution  as 
follows : 

You  special  committee  to  examine  and  report  npon  the  qneation  of 
perpetual  jurisdiction  of  Hubordinate  lodges  over  applicants  for  the 
degrees  in  Masonry,  respectfully  report  that  we  have  examined  tbia 
question,  and  have  come  to  ihe  conclusion  tbat  this  Grand  Lodge  is 
in  error  on  this  question,  and  recommeod  an  amendment  to  our 
Grand  Lodge  by. laws  as  follows:  Amend  Section  ti  of  Article  14  by 
hltikiognut  tbefoUowiug  :    "Nor  shall  iiny  Lodge  receive  auch  ap- 
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plication  from  any  person  who  shall  have  been  rejected  by  any  Lodge, 
unless  he  gets  permission  from  the  Lodge  that  rejected  him." 
Fratern^y  snbnuitted. 

The  by-laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge  require  the  election  of  officers  to 
take  place  on  the  third  day  of  the  session,  and  having  convened  oq 
Tuesday  and  been  called  off  until  Thursday  a  resolution  was  passed 
on  Thursday  declaring  it  the  second  day  of  the  nession— vote  30  to  22. 

Brother  John  A.  Post  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Jonas 
W.  Brown,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence,  althoui^h  a  resolution  de- 
claring that  '*it  is  the  sense  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  a  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence  be  made  ihis  year." 

ILLINOIS. 

The  Forty-Sixth  Annual  Communication  o!  this  Grand  Lodge,  was 
celebrated  on  the  6  day  of  October,  1885.  M.  W.  John  Thomas,  Grand 
Master,  presiding,  with  654  Lodges  represented,  the  total  number  of 
Lodges  being  686,  the  total  membership  being  40,015,  an  increase 
of  52  during  the  year.  There  is  a  very  great  disparity  between  dimis- 
sions  and  the  re-instatements  and  affiliations,  it  being  near  500  in 
favor  of  the  former.  Add  to  the  543  expelled  and  suspended,  and 
we  have  an  army  of  those  outside  the  Lodges. 

We  congratulate  Grand  Secretary,  Loyal  L.  Munn,  upon  the 
promptitude  displayed  in  getting  their  proceediugs,  of  more  than  400 
pages,  in  the  hands  of  correspondents  in  les8  than  one  month. 

M.  W.  Brother  Thomas,  made  but  a  short  address,  leaving  the  R.  W. 
D.  G.  Master,  Alex  T.  Darrall,  to  report  the  working  and  condition  of 
the  Craft  during  the  year,  as  he  had  been  absent  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  aiid  the  duties  of  the  office  nec- 
essarily devolved  upon  biro.  The  business  entrusted  to  him  appears 
to  have  been  indnstriouHly  and  conscientiously  attended  to;  and  in 
so  large  a  jurisdiction  it  is  of  no  small  amount  annually. 

A  very  full  report  on  this  subject  was  made  by  the  Board  of  Grand 
Examiners,  touching  the  necessity  of  uniformity  of  work,  and  the 
difficulties  in  bringing  this  about.  From  it  we  infer  that  this  does 
not  exist  to  any  very  great  extent,  and  the  main  difficulty  is  to  pro- 
vide some  suitable,  yet  inexpensive  method,  of  thoroughly  distributing 
the  work  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Petitions  for  seven  new  Lodges  were  before  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
in  three  cases  the  committee  recommended  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  be  not  grauted.  for  good  reasons  assigned. 
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B.  W.  Brother  W.  S.  Hooper,  Grand  Orator,  delivered  a  most  in- 
teresting oration  on  the  probable  antiqaity  of  Masonry,  its  symbols, 
and  their  uses.  We  cannot  give  the  whole,  and  to  extract  any  part 
without  the  context,  cannot  convey  the  author's  meaning  and  intent, 
yet,  we  will  venture  to  give  yon  a  few  extracts,  which  may  give  to 
your  minds  new  bents.     Of  Masonry  in  the  abstract  he  says: 

The  opinions  of  men  as  to  the  age  of  Masonry  vary  so  much  that 
several  important  periods  of  time  are  claimed  as  the  one  of  her 
birth— and  finally  three  distinct  theories  have  strong  advocates:  the 
days  of  Solomon,  the  incorporation  of  the. Guilds,  and  the  early  Eng- 
lish Lodge.  But  what  are  the  facts  as  concerning  her  internal  evi- 
dences? That  throughout  her  entire  ritual  she  commemorates  events 
from  iilmost  every  age  of  the  world,  from  many  years  before  ^!olomon 
to  a  period  more  than  two  thousand  years  before  his  time.  That 
these  events  and  symbols  of  all  these  ages  are  blended  into  one  beau- 
tiful whole,  conveying  lessons  of  importance  to  assist  man  in  the  con- 
duct of  his  moral  life.  That  upon  this  basis  she  has  builded  herself 
into  a  fabric  us  beautiful  as  she  is  grand. 

The  apron,  so  important  an  emblem  in  our  ceremonies,  is  thus 
dealt  with : 

1.  The  Aprofif  one  of  the  most  beautiful  emblems,  leads  us  back 
to  the  time  when  Roman  youths  were  invested  with  the  robes  of  hon- 
or that  made  them  manly  citizens  of  the  great  Republic;  to  the  phy- 
lactery and  robes  of  the  ancient  Jewish  priesthood,  and  to  the  mas- 
teries of  Mithras  of  Persia,  when  they  invested  their  candidates  with 
the  white  apron  as  a  mark  of  honor;  to  the  Essenes,  who  clothed 
their  novices  with  a  white  robe,  and  among  the  early  Christians  who 
used  it  as  a  mark  of  «*hurch  fellowship.  Hence,  it  covers,  by  refer- 
ence, a  great  period  of  time,  and  symbolically  places  these  ages  tide 
by  side,  while  each  and  every  reference  is  substantiated  by  authentic 
history. 

And  again — 

The  marks  of  honor  of  the  warrior  from  the  tield  of  carnagf*,  where 
he  won  the  laurels  he  justly  wears  upon  his  brow,  brought  into  beau- 
tiful contrast  with  the  humble  peasant  or  civilian  wearing  the  white 
badge  of  innocence,  in  which  we  are  taught  that  great  and  worthy  as  the 
renowned  warrior  may  have  been;  grand  and  beautiful  as  the  crown 
he  wore;  greatand  mighty  as  the  power  the  throned  monarh  wielded, 
yet  these  h<*nors  and  powers  are  not  comparable  with  the  merits  of 
him  who  worthily  wears  the  snowy  emblem  as  the  testimony  of  a 
pure  hearr  and  conscience  before  God  and  his  fellow  man. 

How  important,  then  brethren,  that  every  Mason  should  see  that 
it  is  worthily  worn ! 
In  the  matter  of  a  claim  of  a  California  Lodge,  against  a  Lodge  of 
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Illinois,  for  re-imbursement  of  amonnt  expended  in  behalf  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  latter  Lodge,  who  was  disabled  while  traveling  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  former;  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Dlinois  ennnoiates, 
what  we  esteem,  the  troe  Masonic  doctrine,  when  it  says: 

Yonr  committee  welcomes  the  opportunity  offered  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  reiterate  its  fixed  adherence  to  the  doctrine,  that  the  care 
of  a  sick  and  destitute  sojourning  brother  is  a  legitimate  burden  of 
Masonry,  to  be  borne,  to  the  extent  of  their  ability,  by  the  Masons 
among  whom  his  lot  may  be  cast,  and  that  the  performance  of  this 
duty  affords  no  ^ound  for  a  claiu  for  re-imbursement  by  the  Lodge 
to  which  the  recipient  of  their  bounty  belongs. 

Brother  Alex.  T.  Darrah  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother  Loyal 
L.  Mnnn.  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Theodore  T.  Gurney,  a  prince  among  reporters,  again  came 
forward  with  his  views  of  the  proceedings  of  the  various  Grand 
Lodges. 

As  a  prefix,  we  find  a  table  showing  what  is  the  voting  power  of 
each  Grand  Lodge,  or  rather  to  be  better  understood,  who  be- 
sides the  representatives  of  the  Lodges  are  entitled  to  vote  in  each 
Grand  Lodge.  By  this  it  may  be  demonstrated,  that  in  some  juris- 
dictions it  might  so  happen,  that  the  representatives  of  Lodges,  the 
active  workers  in  their  Lodges,  might  be  outvoted  by  Grand  Officers 
and  past  Masters  of  Lodges.  His  deductions  are  similar  to  those  so 
frequently  expressed  by  us,  whenever  making  Past  Masters  perma- 
nent members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  has  been  brought  upon  the  tapis, 
and  is  as  follows: 

After  a  careful  contemplation  of  the  subject,  the  writer  has  been 
thoroughly  convinced  that  none  but  actual  representatives  of  Lodges 
should  be  permitted  a  votinfj  voice  in  a  Grand  Body.  It  is  true  that 
there  is  not  any  trouble  to  apprr-bond  in  jurisdictions  where  limited 
numbers  of  past  officers  are  authorized  to  vote,  but  if  the  principles 
of  representative  government,  upon  which  Craft  government  rests, 
are  being  violited  even  to  a  limited  degree,  it  would  seem  wise  to 
correct  an  error  that  may,  at  some  time  in  the  history  of  a  Grand 
Lodge,  introduce  discord  and  contention.     See  Connecticut. 

Alabama  receives  fraternal  notice. 

He  writes  of  the  folly  of  claiming  for  our  institution,  so  great  an- 
tiquity as  many  dreamers  do  and  thinks  onr  strength  or  vDeakness  is  in 
the  I'wts  we  //uc,  and  not  in  onr  boasted  antiquity. 

Be  docs  not  think  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  he  could  recom- 
mend recognition  of  either  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria,  or  New 
South  Wales,  for  the  same  reason  in  each,  that  this  should  not  be 
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uDtil  a  majority  of  the  Lodges  in  each,  should  have  given  their  con- 
sent to  thoir  organization.  And  he  scouts  the  idea  of  recognizing  a 
Grand  Lodge  formed  by  the  association  of  any  number  of  Lodges 
created  by  Grand  Orients— ms  in  the  case  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mex- 
ico. He,  however,  recommends  the  recognition  of  that  of  South 
Australia. 

INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
on  4th  November,  1884,  under  the  guidance  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master, 
Edmund  H.  Doyle,  with  representatives  from  all  the  Lodges,  21  in 
number.  The  membership  is  653,  with  a  gain  during  the  year  of 
120. 

The  Grand  Master  ruled  that  before  suspension  for  N.  P.  D.  could 
be  entered  against  a  brother,  a  trial  should  be  had  and  a  verdict 
found,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  disapproved  the  decision. 

He  recommended  a  revision  and  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
and  By-Laws.  We  do  not  find,  however,  that  any  steps  looking  to 
that  end  were  taken. 

We  extract  from  the  address  of  the  Grand  Orator,  Brother  Jasper 
N.  Moon,  the  following  as  an  admonition  that  cannot  too  fre- 
quently*, or  too  earnestly,  be  impressed  upon  the  mind  of  every 
Mason : 

Masonry,  if  it  means  anything,  means  an  inioard  preparation  of  the 
heart.  In  making  the  first  eutrance  into  the  lodge,  the  candidate  in 
required  to  leave  behind  all  things  offensive  to  God  or  hurtful  to 
man.  All  malice,,  envy,  hatred  and  pride  are  to  be  eradicated  from 
the  heart ;  and  the  principles  of  honesty,  integrity,  morality  and  vir- 
tue, fidelity,  brotherly  love  and  charity  assumed.  Everv  Mason 
should  be  a  true  benefactor  to  his  fellow  man.  He  should  sympathize 
with  the  suffering,  relieve  the  needy,  and  care  for  the  dead.  He 
should  be  true  to  his  obligation,  extend  the  hand  of  friendship  and 
brotherly  love  to  his  brethren,  and  charity  to  all. 

Masonry  enjoins  a  belief  in  and  a  reverence  for  the  Deity.  It  is 
plainly  taught  that  *'no  Atheist  can  ever  be  a  Mason  *'  Masonry  is 
not-  -does  not  claim  to  be  -religious  in  the  commonly  accepted  term; 
yet  it  is  closely  allied  to  it.  Like  religion,  it  accepts  God  as  the  8. 
A.  O.  T.  U  -  the  maker  of  all  things.  Like  religion.  Masonry  ac- 
cepts the  Bible  as  that  great  light  which  inculcates  the  principal 
tenets  of  our  Order.  Like  religion,  Masonry  points  out  to  us  our 
duty  to  God,  our  neighbor,  and  to  ourselves.  Religion  and  Masonry 
alike  remind  us  that  we  are  swift  passengers  to  that  bourn  from 
whence  no  traveler  has  ever  returned;  tbat  in  the  midst  of  life  we 
are  in  death.  Masonry  also  teaches  us  that  it  is  not  all  of  death  to 
die;  that  we  shall  not  always  sleep  in  the  grave;  but  that  we  shall  all 
come  forth  to  an  immortality  beyond. 
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We  find  in  the  report  of  Grand  Secretary  a  noble  and  notable  in- 
stance of  the  principle  of  charity  pervading  oar  brethren  there  in 
their  prompt  reply  to  an  application  from  the  Grand  Secretary  to  the 
several  lodges  for  means  to  relieve  a  sick  and  helpless,  and  deetitate 
P.  D.  D.  G.  Master.  This  is  the  more  remarkable  as  the  W.  Brother 
had  removed  beyond  the  jarisdiction  and  the  old  adage  of  *'oat  of 
sight  oat  of  ipind,"  is  too  frequently  an  excuse  in  similar  cases.  Rve 
of  the  lodges  came  down  handsomely. 

We  admire  the  candor,  and  firmness,  and  spirit  of  justice  that  dic- 
tated the  following.  It  is  from  a  report  of  the  committee  on  charters 
and  dispensations.  We  wish  that  the  Master  of  every  Lodge  within 
our  own  jurisdiction  would  read  and  heed: 

We  cannot  close  this  report  without  somewhat  censuring  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  for  the  manner  in  which  the  minutes  have  been  kept, 
for  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  W.  M.  of  a  lodge  should  see  that  the 
minutes  are  correctly  kept.  They  should  not  be  approved  by  him 
until  all  irregularities  are  corrected.  But  we  are  charitable  enough 
to  believe  that  these  irregularities  have  not  been  errors  of  the  heart, 
but  of  the  head. 

Brethren  of  Alabama,  we  commend  to  your  attention  the  following 
report  from  the  committee  on  education,  and  we  earnestly  urge  yon 
to  adopt  the  recommendation  therein  contained  : 

Your  committee  on  education  have,  as  far  as  practicable,  made  in- 
quiry as  to  the  work  of  subordinate  lodges  in  the  line  of  Education, 
and  HO  far  as  they  have  been  informed,  have  but  one  report  to  make, 
with  a  single  exception,  that  there  are  no  Masonic  orphans,  or  if  any, 
only  such  as  are  well  provided  for.  The  exception  mentioned  is  that 
of  Ok-la-ho-ma  Lodge  No.  4,  which  reports  having  expended  the  sum 
of  $64.70  in  aiding  a  few  children  to  attend  school,  who  would  have 
been  deprived  of  the  privilege  otherwise.  When  the  work  was  first 
undertaken,  it  was  not  known  that  there  were  any  children  of  Ma- 
sonic parentage  within  the  bounds  of  the  lodge  needing  assiBtance 
but  un  determioiog  to  try  to  do  something  f  ir  the  welfare  of  hu- 
manity in  this  line,  a  committee  of  painstaking  members  were  ap- 
pointed, and  upon  careful  inquiry,  they  found  it  necessary  or  prudent 
to  use  the  amount  mentioned  as  stated,  the  greater  part  of  it  for  the 
benefit  of  Masons'  children.  And  we  would  suggest  to  each  of  our 
snbordinate  lodges  to  appoint  a  committee  of  this  kind,  of  such  as 
would  set  their  hearts  upon  it,  and  we  think  that  in  all  probability 
they  will  find  some  material  of  this  kind  in  some  corner  of  their 
jarisdiction.  L^elieving.  as  we  do,  that  it  is  not  always  the  full  meas- 
ure of  our  work  to  lend  a  helping  hand  only  when  it  is  claimed  of  us 
as  suchf  but  that  our  eyes,  ears  and  hearts  even  should  be  open  to 
se<^,  hear  and  feel  for  the  distressed. 

A  proposition  for  but  one  ballot  for  all  the  degrees  was  made,  bat 
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not  reported  on  at  this  Communication.  It  was  referred  to  the  sev- 
eral Lodges  for  their  consideration. 

Brother  Doyle  was  again  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Joseph 
S.  Morrow,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  by  the  Worthy  Grand 
Secretary,  who  was  somewhat  aided  by  Brother  Dr.  Kennedy.  We 
sympathize  with  our  Brother,  and  only  wish  him  to  do  a  little  for  as, 
of  what  he  has  done  for  hinQself  in  the  following  introduction: 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

It  is  very  unsatisfactory  to  us.  It  is  so  imperfect.  It  does  not  do 
justice  to  our  sister  Grand  Bodies — nor  to  you,  nor  to  ourselves.  And 
yet  we  have  not  the  same  reasons  for  apologizing  we  have  had  in  pre- 
vious years.  We  might  have  done  better.  In  justice  to  one  of  your 
Committee,  Brother  Dr.  Kennedy,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  he  was  not 
furnished  copies  of  Proceedings  as  early  in  the  year  as  was  his  due, 
in  order  that  he  might  have  plenty  of  time  to  do  his  work  well.  The 
Grand  Secrt'tary  is  to  blame  for  this.  Brother  Kennedy  has,  howev- 
er, reviewed  ten  Proceedings,  and  they  are  the  best  in  the  report. 

Poor  '*Hobson,"  too,  deserves  some  sympathy.  He  has  been  heav- 
ily worked.  His  missionary  and  other  lubors  have  been  heavier  than 
for  years,  and  the  duties  of  the  Grand  Secretaryship  are  increasing 
each  year.  Under  the  circumstances,  he  has  done  pretty  faithftd 
Bervice. 

The  Proceedings  of  fifty  or  sixty  Grand  Lodges  are  usually  received 
every  year.  These  will  aggregate  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand 
pages.  To  examine  all  this  matter,  cull  and  condense  it  into  seventy- 
five  or  one  hundred  pages,  such  as  is  best  adapted  to  our  own  wants, 
is  no  little  job. 

It  requires  tact,  talent  and  rxperience.  It  requires  time,  care  and 
labor.     Let  him  try  it  who  will. 

llie  Proceedings  of  some  of  the  States  have  not  been  received  at 
all. 

The  Grand  Secretary  begs  to  be  relieved  from  this  Committee  an- 
other year,  trusting  and  believing  it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
report. 

We  fully  coincide  with  Brother  Murrow,  when  he  says  "Brother 
Blackshear  is  the  peer  of  any  reporter  on  the  globe,"  and  we  intima- 
ted as  much  when  we  said,  **with  (his)  ability,  we  were  impressed  in 
the  years  now  long  gone".  We  have  ever  thought  that  so  old  and 
extensive  a  jurisdiction  as  that  of  Georgia,  ought  not  to  keep  its  Ma- 
sonic light  *'hid  under  a  bushel**. 

As  we  have  given  Brother  Murrow's  introduction,  we  also  let  him 
make  his  own  bow  at  leaving: 

The  end  has  come.  We  are  not  sorry.  We  have,  in  one  sense,  en- 
joyed this  review   greatly.     We  have  read  with  great  interest  and 
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profit  the  sayings  and  doings  of  our  brethren  scattered  all  over  this 
broad  land.  Sometimes  we  were  made  sad.  but  far  oftener  glad. 
Our  reflections  have  been  pleasarU.  And  yet  our  other  and  hi^er 
dnties  as  Missionary  have  been  so  important  and  pressing  that  we 
have  overworked  ourself.  Hence,  we  are  not  sorry  the  end  has  come. 
With  a  sincere  prayer  for  each  and  every  one  of  onr  brethren  of  the 
''Gnild.*'  and  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  oar  beloved  institution 
everywhere,  we  do,  most  fraternally  and  affectionately ,  say :  FbrewtU, 

J.    8.    MUBBOW. 

IOWA. 

The  Forty-Second  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Iowa  was  held  on  the  2nd  June,  1885.  M.  W.  Charles  T.  Granger, 
Grand  Master,  and  representatives  from  317  Lodges  being  present. 
There  are  457  Lodges  with  a  membership  of  21,309,  the  increase  be- 
ing 356. 

The  Grand  Master  deeply  deplored  the  fact  that  lodges  did  not, 
and  in  most  instances  would  not,  discipline  their  members  and  urged 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  make  a  majority  vote  sufficient  to  convict.  In- 
deed he  was  so  fully  aroused  to  the  necessity  of  having  something 
done  to  arrest  this  total  indifference  on  the  part  of  Lodges  to  the  un- 
masonic  conduct  of  their  members,  that  he  selected  a  case  of  more 
than  ordinary  turpitude,  and  because  the  Lodge  had  failed  to  inflict 
any  punishment  arrested  the  charter  of  the  Lodge.  This  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  jurisprudeuce,  but  we  have  no  report 
from  them.  We  look  with  anxiety  for  their  report  next  year  on  this 
subject. 

He  makes  some  very  excellent  remarks  upon  **hasty  legislation," 
and  recounts  a  case  where  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  to  him, 
and  also  to  the  brethren,  so  beclouded  as  to  be  incomprehensible, 
whereupon  he  issued  an  edict  suspending  the  operation  of  a  portion 
that  **more  light"  being  thrown  on  the  remainder  they  might  be  un- 
derstood. 

From  this  address  we  find  that  a  man  with  no  right  arm  had  been 
initiated,  and  when  reading  of  it  we  were  reminded  of  what  Brother 
Vaux,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  while  reviewing  Alabama,  where  one 
having  no  fingers  on  his  left  hand  had  been  made  a  Mason,  *'Soon 
one  without  a  head  might  get  into  the  body." 

This  seems  by  no  means  to  be  an  isolated  instance,  but  the  practice 
seems  to  have  grown  into  a  custom  in  that  jurisdiction.  Bee  what 
the  Grand  Master  says  : 

Just  what  action  should  be  taken  with  regard  to  lodges  that  thus 
violated  the  plain  rules  of  the  Order,  ie  something  of  a  question.    Mt. 
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Nebo  Lodge  boa  DsveT  claimed  to  me  that  their  action  was  wairanted 
bj  the  lavs  of  the  Order,  and  their  only  plea  of  jasti&cation  was, 
that  Brother  Poweta  waa  in  every  aense  a  deaorTing  roan,  and  would 
make  a  faithfnl  and  eienjplar;  Mnson,  with  devotion  to  ita  bvery  prin- 
ciple, and  that  hU  diBHbilit;  was  the  result  of  military  service  in  de- 
fence of  his  country.  All  this  I  bate  reason  and  do  believe  to  be 
tnte.  And  jet  it  comes  far  short  of  jaBtification,  I  ghonld  have 
called  for  the  charter  of  Mt,  Nebo  Lodge,  aad  asked  them  to  make  a 
showing  here  for  its  return,  but  for  the  fact  that  I  learned  of  other 
iustaaces  of  like  character  in  Ihe  jurisdiction  in  the  last  few  years, 
in  wbicb  no  action  bad  been  taken,  and  it  migbt  seam  like  unjust 
discrimination  to  assail  that  pnrticnlnr  lod(;e.  That  the  rale  of  qnal- 
ification  shonld  be  changed  ot  itn  observance  enforced,  requires  no 
ai^nment.  We  mav  thank  the  ofBcerM  of  Home  Lodge  for  the  prom- 
iuence  given  lo  this  case,  and  if  it  ahall  result  in  such  action  on  [he 
part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  there  shall  be  no  restraint  upon  prompt 
dealing  with  lodges  for  like  offences  hereafter,  my  purpose  in  the 
matter  will  be  realized. 

We  heartily  r^ret  to  see  that  the  financial  condition  of  the  Qraod 
Lodge  is  by  no  means  flattering,  bat  a  ''problem"  which  has  given 
the   committee  and   Grand   Officers   "  macb   earnest  thought  and 

As  the  Qraod  Master  freely  used  bis  "prerogative,'  we  give  tlie 
opinion  of  the  comiuittee  on  Grand  Master's  address,  though  thia 
was  not  indorsed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  bnt  referred  to  the  committee 
on  jnriaprndence.  The  edict  alluded  to  is  the  one  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  Buspendiug  certain  provisious  ot  a  law  passed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  communication  : 

Id  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  theaot  of  issning  suah  edict  was 
Dot  only  improper,  but  tbe  "edict"  itself  is,  and  was,  absolntely  void, 
snd  ot  no  force  or  elleot  whatever.  We  assume  the  position  Ihat  no 
officer  of  thisGrHDd  Lodge,  nor  nny  other  person,  cao  ando  what  this 
Grand  Lodge,  in  its  wisdom,  sees  fit  to  do.  Much  leas  oonid  tbe 
"edict"  of  tbe  Grand  Master  revive  a  repeated  by-law  of  this  Orand 
Lodge. 

We  think  that  every  Mason  must  and  will  concede  that  this  Grand 
Lodge  is  a  self- constituted  orginization;  that  as  such  it  became  in- 
GOrporated.  and  for  its  own  niauageuient  adopted  a  constitution  and 
by-lHWR;  that  in  such  constitution  and  by-laws  it  provided  the  officers 
by  whom  it  should  be  presided  over,  and  defined  their  dnties.  It  this 
be  trae,  then  tbe  acta  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  final,  and  binding  up- 
on all  Masons  who  may  be  members  of  it:  or  ot  the  constituent 
lodges  whose  officers  tomi  a  part  ot  it. 

'This  Grand  Lodge,  iu  tbe  opinion  of  your  committee,  has  reserved 
to  itself,  by  eiprens  provisions,  and  not  by  delegating  to  others,  all 
legislative  authority,  nnd  all  appellate  judicial  authority,  over  all 
lodges  of  Masons  within  its  jnrisdietion,  as  well  as  tbe  sole  and  ei- 
olnaive  power  to  constitute  new  lodges  'witbin  that  jnrisdiotion. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Grand  Master  la  oraatsd  by  the  Orand  Lodge, 
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and  is  given  certain  definite  duties  to  perform.  Nowhere  has  this 
Grand  Lodge  delegated  to  any  person  or  officer  the  right  to  lemslate 
for  it,  or  the  right  to  annal  or  abrogate  its  legislation.  If  the  Orand 
Master  may  declare  null  and  void  any  one  Taw,  why  may  he  not  so 
declare  them  all,  and  thns  at  one  stroke  render  nugatory  every  article 
of  the  constitution  and  every  section  of  the  by-laws  ? 

Brother  Granger  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  T.  8. 
Parvin,  of  course,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  ''Fraternal^  Correspondence"  is  by  Brother  Parvin. 
In  his  review  of  Alabama  his  remarks  are  quite  flattering  to  the  wis- 
dom of  Grand  Master  Bankhead,  and  not  less  so  of  your  corres- 
pondent, who,  though  not  given  to  quoting  about  himself,  can^t  forego 
the  pleasure  of  giving  yon  the  following  anecdote,  which,  having 
caused  a  smile  in  him,  may  prove  agreoable  to  his  brethren: 

He  refers  in  his  comments  upon  the  action  of  a  Grand  Master  in 
one  of  the  jurisdictions,  who  received  a  petition  from  a  candidate 
who  wished  to  be  made  a  Mason  forthwith,  and  who  was  naid  to  be  **  a 
very  worthy  young  man,  who  expected  shortly  to  leave  the  State,  and 
who  desired  to  be  made  a  Mason  before  leaving.**  Our  brother  hits 
him  up,  and  we  say  to  him,  **Hit  them  again  !** — that  is,  both  Grand 
Master  and  candidate.  However,  we  would  make  an  exception  to 
this  particular  case,  and,  had  we  have  been  Grand  Master,  would 
have  granted  him  his  request  on  the  score  of  worthiness,  because  he 
told  the  truth,  and  did  not  lie,  as  ninety-and-nine  of  his  predecessors 
did,  who,  like  him,  wanted  to  * 'travel  in  foreign  countries,  and  re- 
ceive master's  wages,'*  and  falsely  said  it  was  from  *'a  sincere  desire 
to  be  useful  to  others.**  We  are  reminded  of  an  anecdote  of  a  super- 
intendent of  a  railway,  who  was  beset  by  numerous  applicants  for 
passes,  when  one  fellow  came  and  applied  for  a  pass.  *'  Upon  what 
ground  do  vou  ask  it?'*  said  the  official.  *'Upon  the  ground,  sir,**  he 
replied,  '*tnat  I  am  as  deserving  as  one  hundred  others  to  whom  you 
have  granted  passes,  and  who  have  no  better  claims  than  I  have.  I 
only  want,  sir,  to  save  my  fare,  and  will  not  lie  to  secure  a  pass."  It 
is  needless  to  say  he  got  it  upon  the  score  of  impudence,  and  honesty, 
and  truthfulness,  and  we  think  he  deserved  it. 

KANSAS 

Held  the  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  its  Grand  Lodge 
on  18th  February,  1885,  with  Grand  Master  J.  J.  Buck  in  the  East, 
with  representatives  from  157  Lodges  present. 

Total  number  of  Lodges,  255;  number  of  members,  12394;  net  gain, 
1041. 

No  little  encouragement  is  to  be  derived  from  this  showing.  And 
in  addition  the  Grand  Master  issued  dispensations  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  23  new  Lodges. 
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Alluding  to  the  numberleBs  previouhly  decided  questions,  which, 
however,  are  annually  propounded  to  the  Grand  Master,  alluding  to 
the  published  proci'edings,  and  Constitution,  and  Code,  he  says: 

Some  evidently  read  the  proceedings.  Many  did  not,  and  your 
humble  servant  had  to  suffer  for  that  failure.  Much  time  could  be 
saved  if  the  laws  were  studied.  Questions  ot  moment  involving  mat- 
ters of  law,  usage,  landmarks  and  the  harmonizing  of  apparently  con- 
flicting decisions,  will  arise  in  the  experiences  of  all  the  masters  of 
our  subordinate  Lodges.  But  if  our  proceedings  were  read  and  our 
laws  studied  with  a  tithe  the  care  bestowed  upon  the  esoteric  work, 
the  Craft  would  be  benefited  and  the  position  of  Grand  Master  be- 
come less  that  of  a  drudge. 

We  give  below,  both  the  question  and  his  reply  in  one  of  his  decis- 
ions, because  we  ourself  have  used  almost  the  identical  language  on 
this  subject,  and  we  delight  in  being  thus  ably  supported.  Besides, 
we  think  the  brethren  cannot  be  too  fully  instructed  on  this  point: 

6.  Is  it  enjoined  upon  a  visiting  brother  to  demand  an  examina- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  Lodge  he  proposes  to  visit,  before  he  sub- 
mits to  an  examination  by  a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose? 

Ans.  No!  While  it  is  proper,  u  failure  to  do  so  indicates  nothing 
to  the  visitor's  predjudiee,  but  the  tone  in  which  it  is  done,  often  sug- 
gests small  learning  and  large  pretensions.  A  Mason  has  no  right  to 
attempt  to  visit  any  but  **a  just  and  lawfully  constituted'*  lodge,  and 
his  presence  there  should  be  deemed  evidence  that  he  is  satisfied  on 
that  point. 

His  decisions  are  fully  in  accord,  with  what  is  believed  to  be  sound 
Masonic  doctrine  here. 

Brother  Mathew  M.  Miller  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother  John 
H.  Brown,  Grand  Secretary.  The  picture  of  the  latter  appears  as  a 
frontispiece  to  the  pamphlet. 

Brother  Brown  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  Ala- 
bama for  1883.  He  fully  endorses  Grand  Master  Cobb's  position  as 
to  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters.  He  coincides  with  our  view  here- 
tofore expressed  as  to  the  unreasonableness,  impracticability,  and 
impropriety  of  the  Massachusetts  departure. 

He  opposes,  as  we  do,  the  issuance  of  dispensations  for  special  f»i- 
vors  to  the  profane,  and  is  equally  opposed  to  force  membership. 

His  opinion  of  what  constitutes  a  dimit,  the  vote  of  the  Lodge,  or 
the  certificate,  is  as  follows: 

As  we  view  the  matter,  whenever  the  lodge  votes  a  dimit,  the  broth- 
er's connection  with  the  liodge  is  severed.  The  certificate  issued  to 
him  is  merely  evidence  of  an  act  complete  in  itself,  with  the  addition 
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of  clauses  stating  his  good  standing  and  recommending  him  to  the 
brotherhood. 

We  give  his  views  about  permanent  jurisdiction: 

No,  it  is  not  the  old  Masonic  doctrine;  neither  is  it  the  new  in  £a- 
rope,  and  at  least  in  one  American  State — Indiana.  The  American 
doctrine  is  founded  on  the  doctrine,  *'We  do  not  want  you,  and  no 
other  body  shall  receive  you."  8elf-proteution  did  not  originate  the 
dogma,  though  selfishness,  and  sometimes  outrageous  meanness,  give 
it  countenance  and  insist  on  its  being  obeyed.  If,  however,  we  judsa 
the  times  aright,  this  dogma  with  its  few  remaining  congeners,  will 
be  banished  from  the  realm  of  free  masonry,  and  if  ever  mentioned  it 
will  be  to  illustrate  an  argument  against  the  adoption  and  practice  of 
some  other  petty,  unmasonic  tyranny. 

We  are  loth  to  part  with  this  very  excellent  paper,  notwithstand- 
ing there  be  in  at  least  one  place  a  little  pedantry  displayed,  bat 
this  learning  was  to  astound  Brother  Parvin. 

KENTUCKY. 

■  Kentucky  sends  us  a  volume  of  over  500  pages,  printed  by  the 
children  at  the  ''Masonic  Widow's  and  Orphan's  Home,**  and  very 
neatly  and  accurately  done;  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Eigh- 
ty-Fifth Annual  Communication  of  its  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  October 
21,  1884.  Howard  Boyall  French,  being  Grand  Master,  presiding; 
and  with  397  representatives  present.  Total  membership,  15,150— 
being  49  less  than  at  last  report. 

Of  that  great  work  and  substantial  blessing,  the  '*Home,"  the  de- 
served pride  of  our  brethren  of  Kentucky,  the  Grand  Master  says: 

The  Institution  is  not  yet  sufficiently  endowed  to  do  its  appointed 
work,  but  we  have  put  our  hands  to  the  plow,  and  could  not  if  we 
would,  and  we  would  not  if  we  could,  be  indifferent  to  its  complete 
and  finished  success.  It  is  a  living  illustration  of  the  principles  we 
profess,  and  no  profane  who  looks  at  the  noble  edifice  and  into  the 
happy  faces  of  its  inmates,  can  escape  the  conclusion  that  it  must  be 
an  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  fraternity  that  can  conceive  and  exe- 
cute such  a  design.  None  worthier  of  our  skill  and  labor  was  ever 
traced  upon  the  Master's  trestle  board,  and  none  will  bring  richer  re- 
wards to  the  toiling  craftsmen,  for  their  wages  will  be  the  widows' 
blessing  and  the  orphans'  thanksgiving.  Many  generations  of  useful 
men  and  women  will  rise  up  to  call  it  blessed,  and  when  monuments 
of  civic  renown  and  military  glory  have  crumbled  into  dust,  this 
Home  of  the  distressed  will  remain  in  its  strength  and  beauty,  for  its 
foundations  are  laid  in  the  great  heart  of  the  fraternity.  The  igno- 
rant profane  may  scoff  at  our  tenets,  and  ridicule  our  ritual;  even 
Popes  may  denounce  us  in  Encyclical  Letters,  but  so  long  as  our 
teachings  are  exemplified  in  such  noble  ways,  the  fraternity  most 
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continae  to  number  among  its  membership  the  good  and  trae  of  all 
nations,  and  be  counted  a  potent  factor  in  the  eleration  and  purifica- 
tion of  human  thought  and  action. 

In  speaking  of  Lodges  that  fail  to  make  their  reports  or  send  up 
representatives,  and  the  unfortunate  position  of  those  members,  of 
such  as  desire  to  be  active  in  the  discharge  of  their  Masonic  duties, 
and  who  wish  constant  Masonic  intercourse,  he  compares  these 
Lodges  to  dead  limbs,  and  says: 

If  we  neglect  to  sever  these  dead  limbs,  that  evil  ensues  necessa- 
rily consequent  upon  a  failure  to  amputate  that  part  of  the  body 
where  healthy  circulation  had  ceased,  and  mortification  begun.  It 
were  better  no  lodge  existed  in  a  community  than  one  rendered  useless  by  in- 
difference and  nested.  It  is  easier  to  plant  a  colony  in  the  virgin  for- 
est, than  to  gain  accessions  to  a  feeble  and  dispirited  settlement. 

We  italicise  one  sentence  to  give  emphasis  to  the  sentiment.  And 
we  find  that  Nestor  in  Masonry,  P.  G.  M.  Kob.  Morris,  Poet  Laure- 
ate, moving  in  the  right  direction  when  he  introduced  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  and  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
as  contemplated  by  the  resolution.  A  similar  movement  would  be  of 
service  in  our  jurisdiction; 

Resolvedf  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  digest  a  con- 
stitutional amendment  for  the  consolidation  of  weak  lodges,  and  re- 
port the  same  at  the  next  Grand  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

And  the  committee  on  Masonic  jurisprudence  recommended  the 
following  constitutional  amendment,  which,  however,  lies  over  under 
the  rule: 

That  upon  the  application  of  a  member  of  a  subordinate  lodge, 
which  shall  appear  by  the  records  of  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  to 
be  in  arrears  for  dues  and  unrepresented  in  Grand  Lodge  for  three 
successive  years,  the  Grand  Secretary  is  authorized  to  issue  a  dimit 
upon  the  payment  of  three  year's  dues  to  Grand  Lodge  upon  said 
member;  provided^  that  such  applicant  shall  appear  by  the  last  annual 
return  of  such  lodge  to  be  in  good  standing. 

Brother  John  Grubbs  Omdorff  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother 
Hiram  Bassett,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  review  of  Proceedings  is  from  ^he  pen  of  Brother  James  W. 
Staton  again,  and  though  written  under  the  shadow  of  affliction  and 
many  adverse  circumstances,  is  a  very  full  one  of  almost  all  the  Amer- 
ican Grand  Lodges.    Alabama  for  1883  is  there  found.     He  approves 
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the  position  taken  by  Grand  Master  Cobb  as  to  the  prerogatives  of 
the  office,  and  says,  *'he  does  not  take  mnoh  stock  in  the  'inherent 
powers  of  Grand  Mf^ters,  etc." 

The  committee  recommended  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodges 
of  ''Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba**,  of  South  Australia  and  Pern. 

LOUISIANA. 

11.  W.  Bro.  Jas.  L.  Lobdell.  Grand  Master,  whose  portrnit  adorns 
the  first  page  of  the  pamphlet,  opened  in  ample  form  the  Seventy- 
Third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State ; 
representatives  of  52  Lodges  answering  the  call  of  the  roll  on  the 
9th  of  February,  1885.  From  the  scant  information  given  in  the 
table  of  Lodges,  we  find  that  Masonry  is  on  the  wane  in  our  neighbor 
State,  the  loss  was  great  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Masters*  address  was  decidedly  interesting,  and  from  it 
we  take  what  we  think  will  be  .of  use  to  such  of  our  brethren  as  may 
read  it: 

I,  however,  gave  the  brother  the  following  instructions,  which  may 
be  of  some  benefit  to  the  Craft,  in  similar  cases,  in  regard  to  the  con- 
ducting of  such  trials  ;  Charges  should  be  preferred,  as  usual  in  th«> 
case  of  a  Mason  in  good  standing,  to  the  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
which  the  accused  resides.  A  committee  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Lodge  to  take  testimony  in  the  case,  the  accused  properly  served 
with  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications,  and  duly  notified  of 
the  time  and  place  of  taking  evidence,  and,  should  he  respond,  may 
have  the  privilege  of  selecting  a  brother  Mason  in  good  standing  to 
defend  him,  and  be  present  during  the  taking  of  the  testimony. 
Should  he  not  respond,  in  that  case  the  W.  M.  or  actinc;  W.  M.  of  the 
Lodge  shall  appoint  abrother  in  good  standing  to  conduct  the  defense, 
and,  if  all  the  witnesses  are  Masons,  then  the  trial  may  be  had  in  the 
Lodge;  if  there  are  any  witnesses  who  are  not  Masons,  all  of  their 
evidence  must  be  taken  out  of  the  Lodge  and  be  committed  to  writing, 
and  if  the  accused  is  present,  he  shall  be  allowed  to  read  it,  or  hear 
it  read,  and  said  evidence  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Lodge  in  open 
session,  and  read  to  the  members;  the  brother  conducting  the  de- 
fense shall  have  the  right  to  speak  in  behalf  of  the  accused  and  rep- 
resent him  fully,  as  though  he  were  present.  The  balance  of  the 
trial  shall  then  be  conducted  in  accordance  with  Grand  Lodge  regu- 
lations providing  for  trials,  and  the  accused  apprised  of  the  sentence, 
in  due  form,  by  the  secretary,  but  in  no  such  case  shall  the  accused 
be  permitted  to  enter  the  Lodge,  while  in  session,  during  his  term  of 
sentence. 

To   indicate  how   much  he  was  troubled  with  questions  put  that 
die  Masons,  who,  getting  together  at  a  cross  road's   store,  spring 
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amoDg  themHelves  (all  of  which  we,  ourself,  know),  we  give  a  short 
extract  from  his  address  : 

On  behalf  of  my  successors,  I  would  suggest  that.the  Grand  Lodge 
adopt  some  enactment  that  will  prohibit  any  official  recognition,  by 
either  the  Grand  Master  or  the  Grand  Secretary,  of  any  correspon- 
dence coming  from  the  members  of  the  Lodges  of  this  jurisdiction, 
except  from  the  Worshipful  Master  himself,  or  acting  Master,  or  en- 
dorsed by  him,  or  from  the  Secretary,  under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  or 
by  appeal. 

The  Grand  Master  pointed  out  the  anomalous  position  of  one,  who, 
having  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  having  subse- 
quently paid  them,  but  fails  to  get  the  two-thirds  vote  required  by 
the  regulations  to  re-instate  him,  thus  : 

He  is  not  an  unaffiliated  Mason  !  He  is  not  under  sentence  for  any 
offense  that  he  has  not  atoned  ;  he  is  not  in  good  standing;  he  can- 
not apply  to  a  Lodge  for  anything,  although  he  has  acted  the  part  of 
a  good  man  and  Mason,  in  paying  the  Lodge  everything  he  owed  it. 
This  seems,  to  Hay  the  least  of  it,  uncbaritable,  unmasonic  and  un- 
reasonable. It  is,  virtually,  inflicting  on  the  suspended  Mason  as 
great,  if  not  a  greater,  penalty  than  is  inflicted  on  an  expelled  one, 
for  I  cannot  see  how,  under  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  he  could  l>e 
reinstated,  even  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  because  there  is  no  provision 
made  for  such  reinstatement 

And  the  committee  to  whom  this  was  referred  recommend  a  change 
in  the  regulation,  but  this  was  rejected  **  by  a  large  majority.*' 

After  some  other  valuable  remarks  on  the  growing  sentiment, 
though,  heretofore,  until  recently,  never  heard  of  it  in  Masonry, 
that  a  lodge  to  which  a  brother  belongs  should  be  compelled  to  pay 
to  one  which  may  have  disbursed  in  his  behalf  any  sum  while  he  so- 
journed among  them,  he  well  says: 

If  I  understand  Masonry  aright,  its  charities  should  be  as  bound- 
less as  the  wants  of  onr  fellow-men,  and  we  would  neither  enjoy 
much  credit  for  our  assistance  to  those  in  distress  or  for  the  burial 
of  our  deceased  brethren,  if  we  simply  did  it  as  a  matter  of  business, 
and  only  expended  money  to-day  for  such  purposes,  with  the  full 
knowledge  that  it  would  be  repaid  to-morrow.  Masonic  charity 
should  not  be  circumscribed  by  the  boundaries  of  any  jurisdiction, 
btate  or  country;  its  pleasures  and  social  enjoyments  are  universally 
distributed  and  enjoyed,  and  its  charities  should  also  be  uuiversal. 

The  debt  on  their  "Temple"  property  is  giving  them  much  uneasi- 
ness ;  yet  we  find  the  brethren  working  nobly  in  behalf  of  their  Re- 
Uef  Lodge.  A  special  committee  on  this  subject,  after  showing  that 
like  organizations  doing  much  good  were  to  be  found  in  Maryland, 
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Missonri,  South  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  Delaware,  Wisoonsin,  Ore- 
gon, and  they  should  have  added.  New  York,  snbmitied  the  following 
resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  be  authorized  to  issue  to 
the  W.  M.  of  the  Belief  Lodge  bonds  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  such 
sum  as  may  appear  on  the  books  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to  the  credit 
of  the  Overflow  Relief  fund,  bearing  the  current  rate  of  interest,  to- 
wit:  six  per  cent. 

Resolved  further  y  That  an  assessment  of  twenty-five  cents  per  capita 
be  laid  on  the  membership  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  for  purposes  of 
general  relief,  provided  no  discrimination  shall  be  made  in  regard  to 
worthy  applicants,  outside  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Resolved  further ,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  collect  the  same  with 
the  annual  dues  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  pay  the  same  over  quarterly  to 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Relief  Lodge. 

And  upon  the  consideration  of  which,  the  committee  on  Grand 
Master's  address,  reporting  in  relation  to  the  Overflow  Relief  Fund, 
recommended  the  following,  but  whether  either  set  were  adopted  the 
proceedings  do  not  state: 

Resolved,  That  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Overflow  Relief  fuad 
of  $6,252.46  be  retained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  be  used  for  relief  in 
case  of  overflow,  epidemic,  or  other  great  calamity,  and  for  no  other 
purpose. 

Resolved  further.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  shall  pay  interest,  semi' 
annually,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  for  the  use  of  said 
fund,  to  the  Louisiana  Relief  Lodge  No.  1. 

Resolved  further,  That  said  sum  so  paid  as  interest,  shall  be  used 
by  said  Louisiana  Relief  Lodge  No.  1,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  so- 
journing brethren  requiring  relief,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

Brother  David  R.  Graham  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
J.  C.  Batchelor,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  confines  its  report  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  establishment  of  Grand  Lodges  and  a  few  questions 
of  general  interest.  They  term  it  an  '*opuscule,"but  we  are  of  opin- 
ion that  if  the  code  universal,  which  concludes  the  report,  it  would 
be  the  biggest  thing  on  record.  We  give  you  these,  not  that  all  of  the 
propositions  strike  us  favorably,  but  that  you  may  ponder  on  them. 
We  confess  that  just  now  we  cannot  devote  as  much  time  and  thought 
to  them  as  they  deserve.  They  are  endorsed  by  this  very  eminent 
Grand  Lodge. 

BE80LUTI0K8. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of 
Louisiana,  adopts  and  puts  forth,  as  true  enunciations  of  Masonic 
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Law,  the  following  resolations,  to  Rerve  as  a  Code  of  Masonic  Inter- 
national Grand  Lodge  Regulations  : 

l»t  A  majority  of  the  Lodges,  regnlarly  constituted  in  a  territory, 
may  organize  a  Grand  Lodge,  with  all  the  powers  usually  conceded 
to  a  Grand  Lodge;  provided,  not  less  than  th^ee  Lodges  do  concur 
therein,  and  all  the  Lodges  within  the  territory  have  been  duly  notified 
of  the  intended  action  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge. 

2.  A  Grand  Lodge,  thus  legally  constituted  in  new  territory,  is 
sovereign  over  the  whole  of  that  territory,  and  all  the  Lodges  therein 
located  must  yield  obedience  to  her  and  receive  new  charters  from 
her  or  be  o(>nsidered  in  insubordination  and  clandestine  or  spurious. 
{Irre(pilar). 

3.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  has  exercised  the  right,  and 
Dlaims  that  it  is  her  duty,  as  well  as  that  of  every  other  Grand  Lodge, 
u  the  foundation  and  basis  of  all  Freemasonry,  to  ascertain  and  de- 
Dlare  what  institutions  or  bodies  claiming  to  be  Masonic  or  calling 
themselves  Masonic,  are  really  Masonry,  and  of  the  true  body  of 
llasonry,  or  fraudulent,  spurious  or  clandestine,  and  warn  the  Craft 
Df  Louisiana  against  such  as  are  not  legitimate  and  true,  even  by  pro- 
hibitive edicts,  if  necessary. 

4th.  Charges  may  be  preferred  to  the  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction 
%  brother  is  sojourning,  who  has  violated  any  Masonic  penal  law, 
thongh  he  be  not  a  member  of  that  Lodge. 

5th.  That  a  profane  who  had  applied  for  initiation  and  been  re- 
jected by  a  Masonic  Lodge,  in  one  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction,  having 
removed  therefrom,  permanently,  may,  after  he  has  acquired  a  legal 
Ifttsonic  residence,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  whose 
jurisdiction  he  has  permanently  removed,  make  application  for  ini- 
tiation to  the  Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  is  then  living  per- 
manently and  domiciled — {during  not  less  Vian  three  years). 

6th.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  agrees  that  should  a  matter 
of  contention  arise  between  her  and  some  sister  Grand  Lodge,  if  not 
Boon  amicably  adjusted,  it  will  be  referred,  her  sister  Grand  Lodge 
consenting  thereto,  to  arbitration  for  final  determination,  and  with- 
out any  issuance  of  any  edicts  of  non-intercourse. 

7th.  That  no  Masonic  body  or  brother  may  make  or  seek  to  enforce 
a  claim  for  money  against  another  Masonic  body  or  brother  for  e\- 
peuKes  incurred  in  the  performance  of  a  Masonic  duty  or  Masonic 
relief. 

8th.  That  this  Grand  Lodge  set  apart  a  page  of  her  proceedings 
annually,  for  the  publication,  as  an  appendix,  of  the  laws  adopted  by 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  an  international  character,  as  a  code  of  univer- 
sal Masonic  law  for  the  government  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges  to- 
wards ODe  another. 

9th.  That  an  official  copy  of  this  report  and  resolutions  be  for- 
warded to  each  of  our  Grand  Representatives  by  our  R.  W.  Grand 
Secretary,  with  the  request  that  they  present  them  officially  to  their 
Grand  Lodge,  at  their  next  Grand  Communication,  and  fraternally 
urge  them  to  take  the  matter  under  consideration  and  act  upon  them, 

10th.     That  each  of  our  Grtind  Representatives  be  and  is  frater- 
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nally  requested  to  report  to  oar  Grand  Lodge  the  official  action  of 
their  Grand  Lodge  thereupon. 

11th.  That  the  petition  for  recognition  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  Federal  District  of  Mexico,  Bro.  Carlos  K.  Raiz,  Grand  Master,  be 
respectfully  deferred. 

M4INE. 

We  have  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sixty-Sixth  Communication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  held  on  5  May,  1885,  before  us.  It  was  presided  over 
by  Grand  Master  Wm.  B  G.  Estes,  there  being  present,  represeots- 
tives  from  167  of  the  184  chartered  Lodges;  the  membership  being 
19,861,  an  increase  of  211  over  last  report.  And  the  Grand  Master  on 
a  full  review  of  the  Fraternity  says,  ''We  may  coudude  that  the  Or- 
der in  Maine  is  prospering  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  in  a  time  when 
business  of  all  kinds  is  so  depressed ." 

We  copy  the  admirable  remarks  of  the  Grand  Master  in  relation  to 
the  flaunting  of  the  Masonic  emblems  for  purely  business  purposes: 

The  Grand  Lodge  has  already  adopted  a  Standing  Regulation,  in 
substance  disapproving  the  use  of  Masonic  emblems  on  business 
«ards  and  peddle  carts,  and  yet  the  practice  of  using  the  significant 
word  **tiuisonic'*  in  flaming  advertisements,  for  pecuniary  purposes, 
is  allowed  to  continue.  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  during  the  last 
year  that  lodges  have  even  voted  to  hold  ''Masonic  Balls,**  and  that 
flaming  posters  have  been  circulated  and  posted  in  bar-rooms,  hotel 
offices  and  in  other  conspicuous  places,  like  bills  for  an  auction,  sale 
or  horse-trot,  announcing  to  the  public  that  a  "Masonic  Ball"  will  be 
given  oil  a  certain  date  under  the  auspices  of  such  and  such  a  lodge. 
I  was  myself  honored  (?)  with  an  invitation  to  one  such,  on  which 
was  a  picture  of  an  enormous  square  and  compasses — "tickets  one 
dollar! '  Neither  "business  engagements"  nor  lack  of  the  dollar  pre- 
vented my  acceptance.  That  the  word  "masonic"  attached  to  such 
advertisements  gave  dignity  and  character  to  the  ball,  and  intended 
to  be  used  for  all  it  was  worth  in  drawing  the  indiscriminate  crowd, 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  In  this  progressive  age  we  may  soon  expect 
to  hear  of  a  'masonic  horse -trot,"  or  a  "masonic  polo"  or  'base  ball 
match,"  under  the  auspices  of  some  rival  lodges  with  ambitious  offi- 
cers—to replenish  the  lodge  treasury — unless  a  check  is  put  upon 
this  improper  use  of  the  word  to  which  allusion  is  here  made. 

I  would  not,  if  I  could,  put  clogs  upon  any  man's  feet  to  keep  him 
from  dancing;  I  might  seriously  object  to  having  them  placed  on  my 
own,  for  I  am  not  so  old  as  to  forget  the  pleasure  of  such  amusement; 
but  I  would  not  indulge  in  it  in  such  a  manner  and  at  such  a  time  as 
to  compromise  my  good  Christian  brother  who  may  have  conscien- 
tious scruples  about  it.  In  our  lodge  room  we  allow  no  political  or 
sectarian  questions  to  be  discussed.  Let,  therefore,  no  vote  be  pass- 
ed, nor  any  action  taken,  relating  to  a  matter  by  which  any  brother 
shall  be  obliged  to  compromise  his  conscience;  and  let  ns  hear  no 
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more  about  ''Masonic  BallR"  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  mason- 
ic lodges,  but  have  your  festivals  in  which  all  can  participate— where 
all  can  meet,  make  merry  and  be  glad. 

The  following  we  also  copy  Brethren,  because  this  truth  cannot  be 
too  frequently  or  too  persistently  or  too  vigorously  urged  upon  you, 
for  the  welfare  of  Masonry,  and  the  strength  of  your  particular  lodge : 

It  may  be  said  that  impure  and  bad  men  have  been  patrons  of  Free- 
masonry. In  sorrow  and  in  deep  humiliation  we  bow  our  heads  and 
confess  it  to  be  true.  And  yet  I  assert  in  the  face  ot  such  humiliating 
acknowledgement  that  '*a  tree  is  known  by  its  fruit.**  We  confess  in 
sorrow  that  the  unworthy  have  sometimes  found  their  way  into  our 
lodges,  and  that  too  many  of  that  class  remain  in  them  undisturbed. 
And  so  there  are  tares  to  be  found  among  the  wheat,  but  the  hus- 
bandman in  his  wisdom  never  fails  to  distinguish  the  wheat  from  the 
tares,  nor  does  the  world  in  its  wisdom  mistake  the  unworthy  for  the 
worthy  mason.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  no  unworthy  man  can  be 
admitted  to  the  membership  of  a  lodge  only  at  the  expense  of  such 
lodge. 

We  find  no  question  of  moment  before  this  assembly,  save  that  in 
relation  to  the  difficulty  existing  between  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec 
and  of  England.  On  this  subject  Maine  speaks  in  no  mistakable  lan- 
guage, as  follows: 

HcMolved,  That  no  one  hailing  from  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and 
claiming  to  be  a  mason,  Hhall  be  re(*.ognized  as  such  unless  he  hail 
from  a  lodge  under  the  obedience  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  Prov- 
ince. 

Tbe  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was  recognized  and  congratu- 
lated. 

Brother  Fessenden  L.  Day  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother  Ira 
Berry,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  of  Brother  Josiah  Drummond  on  Correspondence,  like 
all  of  his  productions,  is  so  replete  with  wisdom,  and  historical  facts, 
that  we  were  beguiled  into  reading  the  whole  162  pages;  nor  did  we 
regret  the  time  consumed,  notwithstanding  the  fling  at  the  writer  of 
this.  From  this  report  we  have  marked  a  few  extracts,  because  we 
know  that  our  brethren  of  Alabama  are  deeply  interested  in  their  sub- 
jects. 

On  the  dispensing  power  of  the  Grand  Master,  as  follows: 

We  have  read  history  to  little  advantage,  if  the  facts  of  history  are 
Dot  in  direct  conflict  with  the  theory  of  Brother  Parvin.  The  very 
word  ''Dispensation"  shows  that  something  was  dispensed  with.     What 
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it  meant  was  well  understood  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tary.  The  overthrow  of  the  right  of  the  king  to  dispense  with  a  law 
of  parliament  in  particular  cases  had  cost  England  a  revolution  and 
a  king  his  throne.  <*From  his  predecessors"  (says  one  historian)  '*he 
had  inherited  two  prerogatives."  *  *  "These  were  the rfwpCTWtng 
power  and  ecclesiastical  supremacy."  The  contest  was  not  concern- 
ing the  existence  of  the  prerogative;  that  was  admitted:  but  the  king 
claimed  the  right,  not  merely  to  dispense  with  the  law  in  a  particular 
case,  but  to  dispense  entirely  with  any  law;  but  such  had  not  been 
the  custom  of  England,  and  as  the  power  was  invoked  to  force  the 
Catholic  religion  upon  the  country,  the  Protestants  resisted,  and  the 
king  lost  his  throne. 

During  all  this  time,  Freemasonry  existed  in  a  transition  state  from 
operative  to  speculative,  with  a  Grand  Master  at  its  head,  and  with  a 
government  naturally  based  upon  the  comparative  despotic  govern- 
ment of  the  land.  It  had  then  no  written  code  of  law.  and  its  laws 
were  very  largely  the  usages  of  the  craft.  In  1717,  the  Institution 
was  orgiuized  under  the  Grand  Lodge  system.  In  1720,  three  years 
after,  the  old  n^ages  of  the  craft  were  compiled  in  the  form  of  Gen- 
eral Regulations,  which  recognize  fully  the  right  of  the  Grand  Master 
to  exercise  the  dispensing  power,  as  that  term  was  then  understood: 
and  AS  if  to  set  the  whole  question  at  rest,  one  of  the  regulations  de- 
clares, '*Nor  is  this  inherent  privilege  subject  to  a  dispensation,** 
showing  that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  provide  exprtsdy  that  it  was 
not  "subject  to  a  dispensation"  in  order  that  it  should  not  be,  clearly 
recognizing  that  the  Grand  Master  could  dispense  with  the  law  in  a 
particular  case,  unless  it  was  otherwise  expressly  proyided. 

Again,  when  the  Grand  Lodge  system  was  adopted,  no  Constitution 
in  the  modern  meaning  of  the  term  was  adopted.  If  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter gets  his  powers  from  a  Constitution,  and  has  only  such  powers  as 
are  therein  given  him,  one  of  the  first  acts  would  have  been,  as  it 
would  be  now,  the  adoption  of  such  a  Constitution.  But  none  was 
adopted:  at  most,  a  few  regulations  were  adopted  in  relation  to  the 
formation  of  lodges  and  their  representation  in  the  Grand  Lodge: 
but  the  body  of  the  law,  as  found  in  the  usages  of  the  craft,  was  left 
untouched,  and  assumed  as  a  matter  of  fact  to  be  in  force.  Then 
when  the  General  Regulations  were  approved,  the  action  was  a  deda- 
ration  of  the  existing  law  rather  than  the  enactment  of  a  code.  In  these 
"Old  Regulations"  no  power  is  given  to  the  Grand  Master  to  issue  a 
warrant  for  a  new  lodge,  but  it  is  assumed  that  he  alone  has  that  power ^ 
for  it  is  declared  that  if  any  brethren  undertake  to  form  a  new  lodge 
without  his  warrant,  they  are  to  be  treated  as  an  irregular  lodge  **un- 
til  he  approves  of  them  by  his  warrant.  *  For  many  years  the  Grand 
Lodge  had  nothing  to  do  with  issuing  warrants  foi  new  lodges:  the 
Grand  Master  issued  them,  and  ordered  the  Grand  Secretary  to  reg- 
ister them,  and  after  a  time  to  seal  them:  the  warrants  to  Portland 
Lodge,  one  issued  in  1762,  and  the  other  in  1769,  were,  "By  the 
Grand  Master's  command,"  in  terms  and  in  fact. 

Tracing  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  down  to 
those  of  1784,  we  find  the  same  state  of  facts,  viz:  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  neither  issued  nor  authorized  the  issue  of  warrants  for  new 
lodges,  but  by  its  regulations  recognized  that  that  power  was  in  the 
Grand  Master.     In  the  Constitutions  of  1784  we  find  the  following: 
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''Seeing  that  some  brothers  have  been  made  lately  in  a  clandestine 
manner  -that  is,  in  no  regular  lodge,  nor  by  any  auifiority  or  dispensa- 
tion from  the  Grand  Master/*  &c. :  here  we  have  an  express  recogni- 
tion in  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  that  masons 
made  by  a  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master  are  regular,  although 
the  authority  for  him  to  make  them  in  that  manner  is  not  found  in 
the  Constitution.  In  fact,  the  English  constitution  did  not  onumer- 
ate,  or  pretend  to  enumerate,  the  powers  of  the  Gnind  Master.  We 
have  limited  our  remarks  to  the  time  before  our  Grand  Lodges  in  this 
country  were  organized:  but  we  may  sny  that  the  issuing  of  warrants 
under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  to  this  day  vested  in  the  Grand 
Master — not,  indeed,  by  express  authority  in  the  Constitution,  but 
recognized  by  it  as  one  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master. 

But  there  was  another  source  Irom  which  M>«sonry  in  this  country 
sprang— the  "Ancient"  Grand  Lodge.  Under  that  authority,  warrants 
were  granted  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  But  we  find  that  on  May  15, 1772, 
Dbbmott  wrote  to  the  Pennsylvania  Brethren,  that  "according  to  the 
old  institution,"  a  Provincial  Grand  Master  had  power  to  grant  a  dis- 
pensation for  holding  a  lodge,  to  continue  in  force  one  month.  At 
that  time,  the  regulations  required  application  for  a  warrant  to  be 
made  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  there  was  no  mention  then  (nor  before 
the  independence  of  Masonry  in  this  country)  of  the  power  of  the 
Grand  Master  to  issue  a  dispensation  for  a  new  lodge.  This  letter  of 
Debmott*8  is  the  earliest  mention  of  a  lodge  u.  d.  that  we  remember 
to  have  seen. 

These  usages  and  rules  of  masonic  government  were  brought  to 
this  country  and  prevailed  here.  Under  the  "Moderns,"  for  many 
years,  the  Grand  Master  issued  charters;  while  under  "Ancients,** 
they  were  issued  only  by  vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  earlier 
Grand  Lodges  adopted  no  Constitution  or  regulations  when  first 
formed,  one  set  taking  Anderson's  Constitutions  as  their  law,  and  the 
others  taking  Dermott's  Ahiman  Rezon  as  their  standard.  The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  formed  in  1777,  adopted  eight  regulations 
in  1785,  one  of  which  was  that  lodges  could  be  formed  only  by  char- 
ter froc  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  1786,  a  committee  was  directed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  power  of  granting  dispensations,  and 
they  reported  that  the  Grand  Master,  when  the  Grand  Lodge  is  not 
in  session,  may  grant  dispensations  to  continue  in  force  until  the 
next  meeting.  In  Pennsylvania,  Dermott*s  letter  was  published  in 
1783,  as  the  law  in  the  matter.  In  Massachusetts,  in  1811,  a  Consti- 
tution was  adopted,  in  which  the  power  of  granting  dispensations  in 
certain  cases  is  given  to  other  Grand  Officers,  while  the  powers  of  the 
Grand  Master  (who  then  habitually  exercised  the  power  of  grunting 
dispensations)  are  given  in  a  single  sentence:  "  The  Grand  Master 
enjoys  all  powers  and  prerogatives  agreeable  to  the  ancient  constitu- 
tions, the  usages  and  landmarks  of  masonry."  In  1818,  the  Consti- 
tution was  revised,  and  the  powers  of  the  (>rand  Master  given  in  the 
same  terms:  and  in  1825,  it  was  reprinted  with  a  few  amendments, 
but  none  was  made  in  the  provision  in  question:  and  it  was  not  till 
1843  that  an  attempt  was  made  to  enumerate  the  powers  of  the  Grand 
Master  and  his  authority  to  issue  dispensations  first  mentioned.  In 
Vermont  (down  to  a  very  recent  period,  at  any  rate),  the  power  to 
grant  dispensations  for  lodges  (or  any  others)  is  not  specifioally  given, 
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and  yet,  under  the  claase  Id  the  GoDstitntion  like  that  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  Massachusetts,  the  usage  has  been  the  same  as  in  Massa- 
chusetts. We  have  not  time  or  space  to  trace  the  history  of  all  the 
older  Grand  Lodges  upon  this  subject;  we  will  only  say  that  in  Rhode 
Island,  Pennsylvania  and  other  of  the  older  Grand  Lodges,  the  doc- 
trine that  the  Grand  Master  hHS  the  power  of  dispensation,  as  a  pre- 
regative  inherent  in  his  office,  has  prevailed  from  the  earliest  times, 
and  still  prevails.  So  far  as  we  have  ever  been  able  to  learn,  while 
this  power  was  habitually  practiced  and  admitted  in  the  earlier  days, 
the  first  time  a  question  hn6  been  raised  as  to  its  existence,  as  a  pre- 
rogative of  the  Grand  Master,  has  been  since  the  revival  of  Masonry 
after  the  Morgan  excitement,  and  since  somebody  conceived  the  idea 
of  changing  the  form  of  masonic  government  and  assimilating  it  to 
the  form  of  government  of  the  Federal  Union.  If  Brother  Piarvin 
knows  of  any  earlier  assertion  of  his  doctrine,  we  would  be  glad  to 
have  him  refer  us  to  it.  When  Chase  published  his  digest  in  1859,  he 
found  no  such  decision  iu  all  the  authorities  which  he  examined:  so 
we  do  not  think  Bro.  Tarvin  can  find  any. 

We  have  devoted  so  much  space  to  this  matter  that  we  must  be 
brief  in  our  further  review  of  Iowa. 

He  quotes  approvingly  our  statement  of  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
powers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  nsks  why  that  does  not  prevent  an 
Iowa  mason  from  joining  a  lodf];e  in  another  State.  The  reason  is 
that  Grand  Lodge  Laws  are  limited  in  their  effect  to  its  own  State: 
we  do  not  believe  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  should  punish  an 
Iowa  mason  for  doing  in  Virginia  what  the  laws  of  that  Grand  Lodge 
allow  him  to  do.  While  there  might  be  no  redress,  we  believe  soch 
an  act  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  would  be  an  unwar- 
rantable interference  with  Virginia. 

He  says  further  : 

**In  speaking  of  the  proxy  system  he  says,  *that  he  believes  we 
formerly  held  that  the  lodge  rule  applies  also  to  the  Commandery.' 
A  mistake,  brother;  we  only  said  that  the  rule  ought  to  apply.  We 
do  not  believe  in  the  system  of  representation  in  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  where  it  is  personal  exclusively,  and  where  the  body  itself 
is  wholly  without  a  representative.  We  believe  that  the  Grand  Com- 
mander should  represent  his  Commandery  as  the  Master  represents 
his  lodge,  aod  be  held  accountable  to  the  Commandery  for  nis  acts 
and  votes.  We  do  not  believe  in  the  exercise  of  the  personal  rights 
in  a  body  that  is  or  should  be  a  representative  body." 

We  based  our  remark  upon  a  note  he  made  on  page  162  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  for  1874.  in  which  we  under- 
stood him  to  dissent  from  views  we  then  expressed,  and  which  seem 
to  us  to  accord  with  his  present  views. 

He  protests  against  our  statement  that  Grand  Lodges  take  their 
rules  in  procedure  for  discipline,  largely  from  the  rules  of  our  courts. 
His  protest  does  not  change  the  fact,  and  we  * 'protest'*  against  his 
taking  a  few  exceptional  cases  in  which  the  rules  of  our  courts  have 
been  disregarded  by  unworthy  parties;  and  we  desire  to  say  to  him 
that,  as  n  whole,  throughout  our  country,  the  law  is  administered  in 
our  courts  as  justly,  impartially  and  properly  as  our  masonic  law  is 
in  our  lodges;  and  if  he  wishes  to  go  into  examples  of  perversion  of 
masonic  law  and  evideqce,  wq  would  cite  him  to  a  case  in  one  of  the 
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lodges  in  his  own  city,  within  two  years — as  gross  a  one  considering 
its  magnitude,  as  the  Cincinnati  case  in  the  civil  court  was. 

And  in  reference  to  a  lodge,  eitlior  of  the  same  or  other  jurisdiction, 
to  claim,  and  of  the  obligation  resting  upon  another  to  reimburse, 
any  expenditure  made  by  the  former  in  behalf  of  a  member  of  the 
latter.  This  is  doubtless  the  correct  view,  and  we  believe  has  been 
uniformly  so  held  in  our  State  : 

There  is  one  element  wanting  in  onr  brother's  reasoning.  It  per- 
mits one  lodge  to  expend  the  funds  of  another  lodge  without  its  con- 
sent, and  without  regard  to  the  ability  of  such  lodge.  The  claim  of 
a  brother  upon  his  lodge  for  aid  is  not  an  absolute  claim,  but  one  ad- 
dressed to  the  discretion  of  the  lodge,  as  much  as  a  claim  upon  an 
individual  mason  is  subject  to  the  ability  of  the  latter,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  himself.  One  lodge  cannot  exercise  this  discretion  for  an- 
other lodge;  if  the  claim  was  a  fixed,  absolute  one  which  the  lodge  was 
bound  to  pay,  the  question  would  be  quite  different  and  the  claim 
for  re-imbursement  stand  on  different  grounds.  The  conclusion  is 
inevitable  that  a  claim  for  re-imbursement  is  addressed  to  the  con- 
science and  discretion  of  the  other  lodge. 

• 

We  give  his  conclusion  after  his  comparative  table  of  statistics  has 
been  made : 

A  view  of  the  whole  field  shows  a  continuance  of  prosperity,  indi- 
cated by  a  smaller  falling  off  in  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
an  increase  in  the  work  and  in  the  total  membership  we  note,  too, 
that  ther^  are  fewer  controversies  between  lodges  and  a  largely  in- 
creased knowledge  of  masonic  law  by  the  officers  of  lodges:  the  num- 
ber of  cases  of  discipline  for  unmasonic  conduct  is  less  than  the  av- 
erage of  the  past  five  years:  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  lodges 
and  Grand  Lodges  have  improved,  notably  in  the  cases  of  several 
Grand  Lodges  which  have  undertaken  the  erection  of  Masonic  Tem- 
ples or  the  maintenance  of  charitable  institutions. 

But  we  are  sorry  to  say  that  many  of  our  Southern  Grand  Lodges 
are  exceptions  to  our  statement  of  an  increase  in  work  and  total  mem- 
bership: they  do  not  yet  seem  to  have  reached  the  turning  point,  but 
have  suffered  a  falling  off  in  numbers,  both  of  lodges  and  in  total 
membership:  many  of  the  lodges  seem  to  be  doing  very  well,  but 
there  are  weak  lodges  enough  to  offset  all  the  strong  ones  gain.  But 
Grand  Masters  appreciate  the  situation  and  exercise  greater  caution 
in  organizing  new  lodges:  an  enor  in  this  is  far  reaching;  not  only  is 
a  weak  lodge  in  itself  a  drawback,  but  the  temptation  to  such  a  lodge 
to  take  in  all  they  can,  leads  them  to  admit  those  who  soon  loose  all 
interest  and  figure  in  the  column  of  * 'Suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues." 

Great  care  in  creating  new  lodges,  a  full  and  efficient  system  of  vis- 
itation, and  above  all  "the  guarding  well  of  the  outer  door"  are  the 
most  practicable  means  of  securing  solid  growth. 
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MANITOBA. 

At  the  Tenth  ADonal  Goinmnnioation  held  on  the  11th  February, 
1885,  M.  W.  Brother  John  Headly  Bell  presided,  with  representatives 
from  22  Lodges  ;  there  being  28  chartered,  and  three  U.  D.  Among 
the  Lodges  on  the  roll  is  one  in  Morocco,  whose  representative  was 
however,  at  this  Grand  Communication.  1,264  members  comprise 
the  fraternity,  being  Hi  more  than  at  last  report. 

It  would  be  well  for  other  Grand  Lodges  than  that  of  Manitoba  to 
have  the  following  truth  pressed  frequently  upon  their  attention. 
Every  member  almost  of  these  Grand  Bodies  finds  something  in  the 
constitution  he  wants  altered  to  make  it  a  perfect  instrument  and 
forthwith  offers  an  amendment.  Hence,  we  find  that  amendments 
almost  endless  in  their  number  are  spread  on  the  pages  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. We  look  for  them  at  every  turn  of  the  page,  and  there 
they  are.  The  head  of  G.  M.  Headly  Bell  was  most  certainly  **  lever 
on  this  point.     Hear  him  : 

No  less  than  five  motions  regarding  amendments  of.  the  constitu- 
tion are  to  be  laid  before  you  for  consideration,  notices  of  which 
were  given  at  our  last  annual  communication.  This  leads  me  to  re- 
mark that  these  annual  sessions  are  legislative  in  their  purpose  and 
that  human  experience  has  fully  demonstrated  that  too  much  legisla- 
tion is  a  serious  evil.  Too  many  changes  in  the  law  and  a  multitude 
of  'Mecisions"  by  your  Grand  Masters  tend  only  to  confusion  and 
uncertainty.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  caution  you  to  make  no  changes 
in  the  constitution  that  do  not  seem  to  be  imperatively  demanded. 

The  Grand  Lodge  **  deferred  for  another  year"  the  recognition  of 
the  Grand  Lodges  of  Espanola  and  Victoria,  but  gave  fraternal  re- 
cognition to  those  of  Arizona,  Mexico,  and  South  Australia. 

Grand  Master  Bell,  who  had  filled  the  office  for  five  consecutive 
terms,  having  declined  re-election,  Brother  G.  F.  Forest  was  elected 
Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Wm.  G.  Scott.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Grand  Lodge  voted  a  Past  G.  M.  Jewel  and  an  appropriation 
of  $100  to  P.  G.  M.  Bell. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

MARYLAND. 

At  the  Que  Hundred  and  Ninety-Seventh  Semi-annual  Communica- 
tion of  this  Grand  Lodge  held  on  the  2nd  May,  1885,  Grand  Master 
John  S.  Tyson  presided,  with  representatives  from  71  Lodges  present. 
The  entire  number  of  affiliated  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  is  4,875. 
The  number  of  active  lodges,  or  the  probable  increase  or  decrease 
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dnriDg  the  year  is  unattainable,  beoauRe  there  is  no  table  giying  snoh 
informatioD. 

The  Grand  Master  enunciated  a  masonic  tmism  in  his  third  decis- 
ion, and  we  are  only  sarprised  at  the  necessity  which  gave  rise  to  its 
declaration.     It  is  as  follows  : 

3.  It  being  a  landmark  of  Masonry  that  the  ballot  is  inviolably 
secret,  any  act  or  conduct  tending  to  destroy  that  secrecy  is  nnma- 
sonic.  Hence  no  one  has  a  right  to  complain  of  a  rejection;  no  mem- 
ber has  a  right  to  disclose  his  own  baUot,  and  no  member  present  can 
refuse  to  ballot. 

The  italics  are  ours. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  submitted  a  special  report  on 
the  applications  of  ''The  Grand  and  Independent  Mexican  Symbolic 
Lodge,"  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  ''The  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  of  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico,"  but,  though  giving  a  his- 
torical synopsis  of  their  creation,  made  no  recommendation.  The 
report  was  recommitted.  It  contained  one  error  in  fact,  in  that  it 
declared  that  the  former  of  these  Grand  Lodges  had  been  recognized 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama.  No  such  action  has  ever  been 
taken  by  Alabama.  The  matter  is  now  before  a  committee,  but  what 
the  report  may  be,  or  what  the  action  of  Grand  Lodge,  who  can  tell  ? 
or  as  they  would  say  in  Vera  Cruz,  quien  sabe  ! 

There  was  presented  to  this  assembly  in  Maryland,  a  set  of  resolutions 
from  the  Gr.ind  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  proclaiming,  in  general  terms, 
some  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  Masonry  as  applicable  to  the 
fraternity  of  Grand  Bodies,  which  were  referred  to  a  committee,  who, 
in  their  report,  take  exception  to  some  of  them,  only  one  of  which 
we  will  at  this  time  notice,  as  indicative  of  the  widespread  hostility 
to  the  "Massachusetts  departure,"  and  as  confirmatory  of  our  own 
utterances  last  year  on  this  subject.     We  copy  from  the  report: 

In  regard  to  the  ih^rd  resolution,  your  committee  believe  that  a 
Grand  Lodge  of  Symbolic  Masonry  is  an  independent  and  sovereign 
body,  recognizing  no  other  degrees  than  those  of  Symbolic  Masonry 
H8  illuHtiated  by  the  E.  A.,  F.  C.  and  M.  Mason  rituals  ;  and  thitt  it  is 
beneath  the  dignity  of  such  a  Grand  Body,  as  well  as  an  act  of  in- 
justice towards  individual  Master  Masons,  members  of  its  subordi- 
nate bodies,  to  dictate  to  them  what  associations  of  masons  or  other 
bocieties  they  should  enter,  or  in  any  manner  whatever  interpose  ob- 
jections or  obstacles  to  prevent  such  an  affiliation — ^provided  such 
outside  associations  or  societies  do  not  offer  any  hostility  to  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  Symbolic  Masonry. 

Your  committee  having  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  desire 
to  state,  in  conclusion,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  object  of  the  aboye 
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resolatians  preseDted  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Loaisiana,  and  by  thai 
Grand  Body  sent  to  sister  Grand  Lodges  for  an  opinion  npon  these 
enunciations  of  Masonic  law,  is  wholly  based  upon  the  third  resohdion^ 
concocted  in  the  interest  of  a  certain  branch  of  Scottish  Rite  Ma- 
sonry, and  which  should  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  was 
done  quite  recently  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Ohio  and  Dlinois.  In 
other  words,  that  the  intention  is  to  endeavor  to  commit  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maryland  to  a  line  of  action  that  would  restrict  Maryland 
Masons  from  affiliating  with  certain  Orders,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  they  may  be  as  legitimate  as  the  one  in  whose  interest  this  move- 
ment is  made. 

On  the  same  subject  we  copy  from  the  report  on  Correspondence 
by  brother  G^rgas ,  well  known  as  an  able  Masonic  writer  : 

The  action  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Ohio  and  Illinois,  in  peremp- 
torily disposing  of  all  attempts  to  meddle  with  one  of  the  branches 
of  a  Rite  in  no  manner  whatever  antagonistic  to  Symbolic  Masonry, 
and  over  which  the  latter  has  no  control  whatever;  no  more  than  it 
has  over  Odd  Fellowship,  for  example;  and  which  is  composed  of 
some  of  the  most  active  and  consistent  Master  Masons  in  a  number 
of  the  jurisdictions  of  this  and  foreign  countries,  can  not  be  too 
highly  commended;  and  is  in  striking  contrast  with  that  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  which  permitted  n  few  over-zealous  adhe- 
rents of  another  branch  of  the  Scottish  Rite  to  cast  a  stigma  and  im- 
pose a  slavish  bond  on  sufth  of  their  members  as  honestly  and  with 
good  reason  believed  the  prescribed  branch  of  Scottish  Rite  Masonry 
to  be  as  legitimate  as  the  one  to  which  such  meddlers  belonged. 

The  Grand  Bodies  of  Symbolic  Masonry,  in  order  to  uphold  the 
dignity  which  has  always  charttcterized  the  original  Masonic  Order, 
and  which  very  justly  professes  to  know  of  no  other  degrees  than 
those  of  £.  A.,  F.  0.  and  M.  M.,  should  exact  of  Master  Masons 
those  qualifications  which  the  tenets  of  Blue  Masonry  inculcate;  and 
if  such  masons  are  consistent  as  Master  Masons,  we  contend  that  it 
is  no  business  whatever  of  any  Grand  Lodge  of  Symbolic  Masonry  to 
define  the  particular  branches  of  Orders  or  Rites  (which  it  does  not 
acknowledge  to  be  superior  to  itself,  and  of  which  it  professes  to 
know  nothing,)  to  which  the  members  of  its  subordinate  bodies  shall 
belong.  So  long  as  such  members  (Master  Masons)  conform  to  the 
legitimate  requirements  of  Symbolic  Masonry,  as  specified  by  the 
"ancient  landmarks"  of  the  Order,  they  should  have  every  privilege 
of  forming  opinions  of  their  own  concerning  other  Rites  which  in  no 
manner  whatever  antagonize  with  Blue  Masonry. 

In  support  of  what  we  have  said,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that 
the  particular  branch  of  Scottish  Masonry  prescribed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  was  the  first  of  that  Rite  introduced  into 
Maryland;  and  that  in  the  year  1820,  it  had  upon  its  rolls  as  officers 
and  members  no  less  than  tour  Grand  Masters  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maryland,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  as  well  as  other  prominent  and  influen- 
tial masons,  such  as  Benjamin  C.  Howard,  Dr.  Tobias  Watkins,  Dr. 
John  D.  Readle,  John  H.  B.  Latrobe,  Joseph  E.  Stapluton,  James  £. 
Jackson,  William  Steuart,  John  C.  King,  John  D.  Miller,  Henry 
Lnsby,  William  Howard,  Samuel  Eearl,  Ephraim  Baker,  William  Mor- 
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m,  and  mao;  otbere.  (See  E.  T.  Schaltz's  History  of  Freemasonry 
in  Msrjland,  Vol  I,  No.  4,  pages  351-354.)  Further  caininent  apoD 
tbis  pnrticnlar  point  is  nDoecesititry. 

In  October,  1H81,  Bro.  T.  T.  Uurney,  Cliairmsn  of  Committee  on 
Correapondence  of  tbe  Grniiil  Lodge  of  Illinois,  satisfyinR  himself 
by  correspondeDce  with  tbe  principal  officera  of  a  certain  Bite,  tbat 
Ihe  said  Bite  held  in  abeyaoce  the  power  to  confer,  in  anoccnpied 
teiritOT7,  tbe  liret  three  degrees  of  Masonry,  brought  the  matter  be- 
fore bis  Ornticl  Body,  which  ndopted  the  following  reeolntion,  wbicb 
we  heartily  commend,  as,  in  a  case  of  tbe  kind  referred  to,  there  is 
BofficieDt  canHc  for  sucb  action  as  that  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodse 
of  Illinois  : 

Rtaolved,  That  the  said  'Egyptian  Masonic  Bite  of  Memphis,'  and 
tbe  said  'Ancient  and  Primitive  Bite  of  Memphis,'  and  all  other  asso- 
ciations of  persons  of  whatever  degree  or  nsms  (other  than  Lodges 
of  Fres  and  Accepted,  Symbolic  or  Craft  Masons,  and  the  Grand 
Lodsss  duly  constitnted  by  the  represpntativea  of  each  Lodges),  that 
shall  anogate  to  theaiselves  the  authority,  under  any  ciroamstancea 
or  conditions,  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Symbolic  or  Craft  UaHonry, 
lo-wit :  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  or 
whose  charters.  constitutiouB,  laws,  edicts  or  decrees  shall  asanme, 
or  permit  tbe  powers  oi^anized  nnder  them  to  asanme,  the  authority 
to  constitnle  Lodges,  or  bodies  of  an;  other  name,  for  the  conferring 
tbe  said  three  decrees  of  Symbolic  or  Craft  Masonry,  sre  clandeetioe 
bndjes  within  tbe  meaning  of  tbe  fundamental  law  of  Masonry;  and 
with  their  constituents,  dependents  and  individual  members  are 
clearly  within  the  scope  ot  the  inhibitions  of  Section  3,  Article  X., 
of  the  Constitution  of  tbis  Grand  LodKe;  nod  all  the  Masons  within 
the  jnriGdiction  of  the  said  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  are  hereby  warned 


that  any  Masonic  intercourse  with  the  aforesaid  'Egyptian  Masonic 
Bite  of  Memphis,*  of  which  Bro.  Darius  Wilson  is  'Grand  Master,'  or 
the  'Ancient  and  Primitive  Bite  of  Memphis.'  of  which  Bro.  AlexilD- 
der  B.  Mott  is  'Grand  Muster. '  their  members  and  oonstitnents  bodies, 
or  with  any  other  aa-.ociation  or  persons  assuming  to  have  any  author- 
ity,  powers  or  privileges  in  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  not  derived  from 
tbis  Grand  Lodge,  within  the  State  of  Illinois,  will  subject  thorn  to 
tbe  penalty  attaching  to  a  violation  of  their  Masonic  oonvennnts." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Ceraean  branch  of  the  Scottish  Rite  has 
repeatedly  asserted  that  it  does  not  claim  any  right  whatever  to  es- 
tablisb,  control  or  conduct  Blae  Lodges,  or  to  confer  the  three  de- 
grees of  E.  A,,  F.  C,  and  M.  M.  ;  and  has  held  forth  no  threat  to 
unite  with  other  Bites  and  perpetrate  such  an  nnlawfol  and  uuma- 
souic  act.  There  is  more  complete  harmony  at  tbe  present  time  be- 
tween Symbolic  Masonry  and  the  Cerneao  Scottish  Rite  than  is  tbe 
case  wilh  any  other  branch  of  Scottish  Masonry;  hence  snch  action 
as  that  of  Massac h us etts  is  as  impolitic  as  it  is  unwise  and  nnmasonio, 
inasmnch  as  the  Cernean  branch  i>f  the  Scottish  Bite  has  no  connec- 
tion whatever  with  the  Rite  of  Memphis,  or  indeed  with  any  Rite 
claiming  authority  over  the  Blue  degrees. 

We  bad  also  marked  another  passage  from  this  troly  interesting 
report  in  which  Brother  Gorges  ably  advocates  tbe  position  of  Grand 
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liaster  Cobb  in  relation  to  the  prerogatives  of  Grand  Master,  but  we 
must  forbear. 

Sincerely  do  we  regret  the  announcement  made  by  Brother  Gk>rga8 
that  this  is  his  last.  He  bade  us  adieu,  and,  as  he  says,  forever.  Bat 
we  hope  that  tho*  we  may  hear  him  no  more  here,  yet,  when  he  and 
we  shall  have — 

"Gone  across  the  dark  river 

Into  the  land  of  shadows,** 

we  may  meet  and  greet  him  there. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-First  Anniversary  of  the  inception  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1884,  Grand 
Master  Abraham  H.  Howland  Jr. ,  presiding. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  a  very  long  and  able  one.  As 
the  Grand  Lodge  approaches  the  entire  extinguishment  of  the  debt  in 
consequence  of  the  Temple  building,  we  see  this  Grand  old  mother 
turning  her  attention  in  the  active  exercise  of  charity,  and  how  earn- 
estly the  Grand  Master  calls  of  the  members  to  pursue  this  gprand  and 
benevolent  object,  may  be  seen  from  the  following: 

You  have  made  a  constitutional  provision  for  the  transferring  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  or  more,  from  the  oet  income  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  the  **  Masonic  Education  and  Chanty  Trust.'*  When  this 
transfer  shall  have  been  made  and  the  organization  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  perfected,  a  corner-stone  of  our  new  Temple  will  be  laid, 
and  thereby  will  be  cemented  the  perpetual  pledge  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  in  this  Commonwealth  to  relieve  the  distressed,  succor  the 
needy,  bind  up  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted,  educate  the  orphan, 
soothe  the  sorrowing,  and  care  for  the  dying. 

Upon  this  foundation  a  structure  should,  and  doubtless  will,  arise, 
far  exceeding  io  its  influence  any  other  edifice  or  monument  which 
our  hands  could  have  reared  More  influential  upon  the  souls  of  men 
than  pictured  walls,  frescoed  ceilings,  granite  facade  or  gilded  dome, 
are  the  unheralded  deeds  of  Holy  Chanty. 

Having  relieved  ourselves  of  the  obligations  which  for  so  many 
years  have  tried  and  perplexed  us,  taking  our  attention  from  every- 
thing else,  let  us  now  devoutly  and  zealously  turn  our  united  efforts 
to  the  accumulation  of  a  fund  which  shall  more  than  redeem  oar 
honor  as  men  and  Masons,  and  obliterate,  as  far  as  may  be,  the  blot 
upon  our  record  caused  by  the  temporary  appropriation  of  the  for- 
mer Charity  Fund.  When  this  has  been  accomplished,  we  shall  then, 
and  then  only,  blot  out  the  wrong  long  since  committed  against  those 
who  have  been  and  are  entitled  to  our  love  and  charity.  Too  little  is 
done  to  exemplify  the  greatest  and  the  best  of  all  Mahonic  character- 
istics.    Personal  sympathy  and  kindness  will  soothe  aching  hearts. 
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personal  atteDtion  and  oare  will  alleviate  sickness  and  soften  grief, 
but,  with  the  assistance  of  money,  how  much  greater  the  relief  that 
may  be  afforded  and  the  wants  that  may  be  supplied. 

From  the  * 'Freemason,'*  a  periodical  published  in  London,  we 
learn,  that,  in  1884,  for  the  three  Metropolitan  Charities  alone,  the 
Freemasons  in  England  furninhed  the  sum  of  £56,000,  or  about  $280,- 
000.  It  is  estimated  that  the  same  brethren  annually  devote  to  and 
expend  in  charity  fully  £100,000,  or  about  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
The  Royal  Masonic  Benevolent  Institution  was  granting  in  January 
last  to  one  hundred  nnd  seventy-two  aged  Masons  the  sum  of  £40,  or 
$200,  each,  annually,  and  to  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  widows  ot 
Masons,  £32.  or  $160,  each  annually,  requiring  the  sum  of  £12,224, 
annually,  or  over  $61,000.00.  The  Boy's  School  is  now  educating 
and  caring  for  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  boys,  and  is  about  organ- 
izing a  Junior  School,  to  accommodate  a  hundred  more.  When  the 
Junior  School  commences,  the  Boys'  Schools  supported  by  the  Free- 
masons of  England  will  require  £16,000  a  year,  or  about  $80,000.  The 
Qirls'  School,  which  is  now  caring  for  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
girls,  requires  £9,000  a  year,  or  about  $45,000,  to  maintain  it  in  full 
efficiency. 

We  give  below  the  resolutions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  touching  the 
higher  degrees  so  called,  which  have  given  rise  to  what  is  called  the 
* 'Massachusetts  Departure": 

ORDER  AS  TO  GRAND  LODGE  REGULATIONS. 

Gband  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 

Office  of  the  Recobdino  Gband  Secbetaby,  ) 

Masonic  Temple,  Boston,  September  11,  1884.  \ 

At  the  Regular  Quarterly  Communication,  held  on  the  10th  inst., 
the  following  Resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master 
was  requested  to  promulgate  the  same: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  have  Sections  24  and  25  of  the  Mis- 
cellaneous Regulations  of  thi^l  Grand  Lodge  read  to  all  officers  of  sub- 
ordinate Lodges  before  administering  the  official  obligation  of  instal- 
lation, so  that  they  may  have  full  knowledge  of  the  late  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  before  swearing  to  **strictly  comply"  therewith. 

Sections  24  and  25  of  the  Miscellaneous  Regulations  above  named 
are  as  follows: — 

Section  24.  Whereas,  this  Grand  Lodge  recognizes  no  degrees  of 
Masonry  except  those  conferred  under  the  regulations  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  various  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  goverments  throughout  the  world;  and,  whereas,  it  admits  the  fol- 
lowing named  organizations  to  be  regular  and  duly  constituted  Ma- 
sonic Bodies,  namely:  — 

The  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  United  States;  The 
General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States,  and  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters  and  other 
Bodies  under  their  jurisdiction;  The  General  Grand  Council  of  Royal 
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and  Select  Masters  of  the  (Jnited  States;  The  Grand Coanoils  of  Roy- 
al and  Select  Masters  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  Councils  under  their  jurisdiction;  The  Grand  En- 
campment of  the  United  States;  The  Grand  Commanderies  of  the  sev- 
eral States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Commander- 
ies under  their  jurisdiction;  The  Supreme  Councils  of  the  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Kite  for  the  Northern  and  Southern  Jurisdic- 
tions of  the  United  States,  of  which  Henry  L.  Palmer  and  Albert 
Pike  are  M.  P.  Sov.  Grand  Commanders,  respectively,  and  the  various 
Bodies  under  their  jurisdiction:— 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby  declared  that  any  Mason  who  is  hereaf- 
ter admitted  in  this  jurisdiction  into  any  other  Orders,  as  Masonic, 
whether  called  the  Rite  of  Memphis,  or  by  any  other  name,  is  acting 
un-Masonically.  and  for  such  conduct  shall  be  liable  to  be  expelled 
from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  and  shall  be  ineligible 
to  membership  or  office  in  this  Grand  Lodge. — [Adopted  in  Orand 
Lodge,  June  14,  1882.] 

Skc.  25.  Any  Mason  in  this  jurisdiction  who  shall  confer,  commu- 
nicate, or  sell,  or  assist  in  conferring,  communicating,  or  selling,  or 
solicit  any  cue  to  receive  or  apply  for  any  so-called  Adonic  degree  or 
degrees  limited  to  Freemasons,  not  hereinbefore  recognized  or  admit- 
ted, may  be  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry.— 
[Adopted  in  Orand,  Lodge  June  13,  1883  ] 

The  presiding  Master  of  each  Lodge  in  our  jurisdiction  is  hereby 
enjoined  to  read,  or  cause  to  be  read,  the  above  Regulations,  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  each  officer  to  be  hereafter  installed,  previ- 
ously to  his  installation;  and  to  cause  an  entry  to  be  made  in  the  rec- 
ord of  each  meeting,  when  an  installation  takes  place,  that  this  in- 
junction was  complied  with. 

By  order  or  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 
Attest:  Sbbeno  D.  Nickebson, 

Recording  Orand  Secretary. 

The  very  strict  conservative  notions  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  are  fully 
evinced  in  its  action  in  relation  to  the  application  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  South  Australia  for  recognition.  The  committee  to  whoui  was  re- 
ferred the  circular  letter  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia,  after 
recounting  the  very  great  care  taken  that  no  injustice  or  haste  should 
be  charged  to  them,  and  showing  that  the  origination  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  was  almost  unanimous  among  the  brethren  of  that  Province— 
1,564  of  the  2,072  members  voting  for  it,  and  of  the  33  Lodges,  in  all 
but  3.  the  members  voted  unanimously  for  its  formation,  yet  the 
committee  recommended  that  the  matter  be  laid  over,  *'that  this 
Grand  Lodge  may  be  advised  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  in  regard  to  the  matter*'.  And  it  was 
laid  over. 

As  usual  the  annual  feast  was  enjoyed  after  the  labors  were  ended. 

Brother  flowlaod  was  again  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Se- 
reno  D.  Nickerson,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 
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MICHIGAN. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Arthur  M.  Clark,  opened  Id  ample  form  the 
Forty-First  Annnal  Commnoication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the  25th 
Jannary,  1885. 

Total  number  of  Lodges  in  the  jurisdiction,  357;  membership, 
26,675;  increase  during  the  year,  146. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  covers  29  pages  of  pretty  small  print. 
It  rises  sometimes  to  eloquence,  and  seems  to  treat  very  fully  many 
questions  of  local  interest.  It  discloses  throughout,  a  thorough  de- 
termination to  deal  with  all  questions  without  fear  or  favor.  Among 
his  decisions  is  that  which  justifies  the  Master  of  a  Lodge  in  exclud- 
ing a  brother  who  is  *'under  charges",  and  **whoi8  notoriously  obnox- 
ious to  the  members  of  his  Lodge".  From  this  the  committee  on  ju- 
risprudence dissented,  on  the  broad  ground  that  the  Masonic  stand- 
ing of  the  accused  is  not  affected  until  after  the  sentence",  and  this 
was  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  would  like  to  know,  howev- 
er, whether  the  brother  was  a  member  of  the  Lodge  from  which  it  was 
sought  to  exclude  him.  We  infer  that  he  whs,  because  the  provis- 
ions of  that  Grand  Lodge's  edicts  excludes  him  from  all  others,  yet  it 
is  not  so  stated. 

The  Grand  Lodge  deferred  action  on  the  application  of  the  follow- 
ing Grand  Lodges  for  recognition,  Victoria,  Spain,  and  Mexico.  It, 
however,  extended  fraternal  recognition  to  that  of  Sjouth  Australia. 
It  also  passed  the  following  resolution: 

Rescflved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan  views  with  pleasura- 
ble pride  the  efforts  being  made  to  place  Freemasonry  in  Spain  upon 
a  proper  footing,  but  deems  it  advisable  to  refuse  recognition  to  any 
of  the  three  booies  claiming  exclusive  jurisdiction  untU  such  time  as 
they  shall  prove  by  their  acts  the  right  to  a  place  among  the  sister- 
hood of  Grand  Lodges. 

A  very  elaborate  report  was  made  by  a  special  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  question  of  the  force  of  an  objection  after  the  first 
degree  has  been  conferred,  and  as  it  presents  our  views  on  this  moot- 
ed and  much  discussed  subject,  we  give  it  entire,  only  remarking, 
that  it  also  indicates  how  gradually  a  Grand  Lodge  may  be  drawn  in- 
to the  abrogation  of  an  ancient  usage  of  the  Craft: 

W.  Bro.  Foster  Pratt,  chairman  of  the  special  committee  appointed 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  report  upon  decision  No. 
29,  as  made  by  P.  G.  M.  Bellows,  and  reported  upon  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Jurisprudence  (see  page  60,  Grand  Lodge  Proceedings,  1884), 
submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  accepted,  and,  upon  re- 
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commendation  of  committee,  the  contemplated  change  of  by-laws 
was  agreed  to,  seconded  by  fifty  Lodges,  and  laid  over  nntil  next 
Grand  Communication  : 

To  the  if.  W.  Grand  Lodge  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Michigan: 

Last  year  Grand  Master  Bellows  made  the  following  decision,  viz: 

An  objection  is  lodged  with  the  W.  M.  to  the  advancement  of  a 
candidate  by  a  brother  unable  to  attend.  The  Master  orders  the 
Secretary  to  make  an  entry  in  his  minutes  as  follows  : 

'*A  Master  Mason  in  good  standing,  and  a  member  of  this  Lodge, 
has  objected  to  Brother  A.  B.,  an  £.  A.,  receiving  farther  hght  in 
Masonry. 

**Q.     Is  this  proper  action  in  the  premises? 

»*A     Yes. 

'*Q.  Is  the  Master  obliged  to  reveal  the  name  of  the  objecting 
brother,  it  being  intrusted  to  the  keeping  of  his  own  breast  ? 

**A.     No.     The  W.  M.  is  virtually  the  objector  in  such  a  case.** 

To  this  decision  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  took  exception 
and  recommended  that  the  ruling  be  modified  so  as  to  make  it  "the 
duty  of  the  W.  M.  not  only  to  receive  the  objection,  but  also  to  re- 

Eort  the /ad  of  the  objection  and  the  name  of  the  objector,  and  have 
oth  made  a  matter  of  record." 

After  considerable  debate,  the  whole  question  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  to  report  at  this  session  of  Grand  Lodge. 

Your  special  committee  now  report  that  they  have  given  this  whole 
matter  of  spoken  objection  to  candidates  for  degrees  or  for  member- 
ship, and  beg  to  present  their  unanimous  conclasions,  as  follows: 

1st.  That  Sec.  VI.  of  the  Ancient  Regulations  provides  that  the 
brethren  *'are  to  signify  their  consent  or  dissent  in  their  own  prudent 
way.  either  virtu»tlly  or  in  form,  but  with  unanimity;  nor  is  this  in- 
herent privilege  subject  to  a  dispensation,  because  the  members  of  a 
particular  Lodge  are  the  best  judges  of  it,  aed  if  a  fractious  member 
should  be  imposed  on  them,  it  might  spoil  their  harmony,  or  hinder 
their  freedom,  or  even  break  and  disperse  the  Lodge,  which  ought  to 
be  avoided  by  all  good  and  true  brt  thren.*' 

2d.  Knowing  the  spirit  and  substance  of  this  Ancient  Regulation, 
Sec.  8,  Chap.,  XV.,  of  our  Grand  Lodge  Regulations,  decides  that, 
"though  a  candidate  may  be  elected  by  a  unanimous  ballot  to  receive 
any  degree,  if  before  it  is  conferred,  the  Master  is  satisfied  that  he  is 
unworthy,  it  shall  be  his  duly  to  refuse  to  confer  the  degrees:  or  if, 
before  the  degree  is  conferred,  any  member  of  the  Lodge  otrjtcty  the 
candidate  shall  not  be  initiated  or  advanced  until  the  objection  is 
waived  or  withdrawn."  In  1881,  this  was  amended  to  require  that 
the  fact  of  objection  should  be  recorded.  In  1883,  it  was  again 
amended  so  as  to  provide  that  "the  ejection  shall  not  bind  the  Lodge, 
if  the  objecting  brother  cease,  from  any  cause,  to  be  a  member. **  It 
was  proposed,  last  year,  to  add  to  these  the  further  provision  that 
'*the  objection  and  the  name  of  the  objector  shall  bo^h  be  made  a  mat- 
ter of  record." 

3.  It  is  apparent  from  this  history  of  our  legislation  on  this  im- 
portant question,  that  the  right  of  verb  *\  objection  to  candidates  for 
degrees  or  for  membership  is  conceded;  the  main  difficulty  seems  to 
be  to  determine  hoio  long  the  objection  has  vitality  and  binding  form. 
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On  this  question,  your  committee  present  the  following  considera- 
tions : 

Ist.     That  harmony  is  the  strength  of  our  institution. 

2d.  That  Ancient  Regulations  and  modern  experience  unite  to 
demonstrate  that  this  necessary  harmony,  so  essential  to  our  strength, 
springs  mainly  from  the  rule  requiring  u7ianimUy  in  the  acceptance  of 
material  and  of  members. 

3d.  That  when  we  pass  judgment  on  the  character  of  candidates 
for  affiliation,  we  affect,  mainly,  the  interests  of  our  Lodge  only;  but 
when  we  accept  or  reject  candidates  for  degrees,  we  represent,  pri- 
marily and  mainly,  the  Masonic  world,  and  individually,  our  own 
Lodge.  That  the  welfare  and  harmony  of  both  depend  on  unanimi- 
ty in  our  action— this  unanimity  being  the  best  guarantee  we  can 
give  to  the  general  and  particular  interests  of  Masonry  that  we  have 
done  the  best  in  our  power  to  protect  and  conserve  both. 

4th.  Furthermore,  we  find  that  not  only  unanimity  but  secrecy  of 
action,  in  the  business,  must  be  maintained,  if  wo  expect  to  main- 
tain harmony  in  the  Lodge  itself. 

The  ballot,  as  now  taken,  is  a  modern  invention,  but  it  serves  our 
purpose  only  as  far  as  it  goes,  for  the  ballot  in  the  Lodge  room  does 
not.  and  cannot,  represent  the  absent  brethren — many  who  are  nec- 
essarily absent,  but  who  are  entitled  to  be  heard,  as  much  as,  and 
often  more,  than  those  present,  because  they  alone  are  often  in  posses- 
sion of  knowledge  that  shoald  guide  or  coutrol  the  lodge  in  the  choice 
of  material  and  of  membership.  The  verbal  objection,  therefore,  is 
not  only  the  right  of  the  absent  members  of  the  lodge;  it  is  the  right, 
as  well,  of  the  Lodge  to  have  it— aye,  more,  to  demand  it.  But  to 
give  the  spokeu  objection  its  full  weight  and  force,  its  secrecy  must 
be  scrupulously  guarded  and  protected— as  scrupulously  as  the  ballot 
itself. 

5th.  Some  would  repudiate  the  spoken  objection,  because  it  may 
be  made  the  tool  of  malice  and  of  spite.  The  only  reply  needed  here 
is  this:  the  same  objection  is  just  as  applicable  to  the  black  ball 
itself. 

6th.  The  record  of  the  name  of  the  objector  is  now  demanded,  be- 
oaase  it  is  alleged  that,  unless  his  name  be  known,  the  Lodge  can 
never  know  when,  by  death,  discipline  or  dimit,  the  objector  ceases 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Lodge.  That  this  is  a  practical  difficulty  your 
committee  admit;  but  they  respectfully  suggest  that  it  grows  out  of  a 
mistake  made  by  the  amendment  to  our  Regulations,  which  gives  va- 
lidity to  the  objection  only  so  long  as  the  objector  remains  a  member 
of  the  Lodge. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  objection  truthfully 
made,  by  a  good  man  and  Mason,  to  the  moral  character  of  a  candi- 
date, is  quite  as  good,  in  fact  and  in  Masonry,  after  death  as  before — 
after  dimit  as  before. 

If  I  know,  as  a  secret  of  my  profession,  that  a  candidate  is  at  heart, 
a  scoundrel,  and  I  give  masonry  and  my  Lodge  the  benefit  of  knowl- 
edge by  lodging  my  objection  with  the  VV.  M.  of  my  Lodge,  does  the 
candidate  become  a  better  man  by  my  death  or  dimit?  Does  he  be- 
come good  Masonic  material  because  my  lips  are  dumb  in  death,  and 
my  objection  has  been  blotted  from  the  records  because  I  am  no 
longer  one  of  its  living  members  ? 
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Your  committee  hold  that  when  an  objection,  given  to  a  W.  IC.  or 
any  worthy  brother  of  a  Lodge,  is  accepted  by  him  as  valid,  and  has 
been  properly  recorded  in  its  minutes,  that  objection  to  the  candi- 
date should  stand  perpetually  a  bar  to  his  admission  or  progress. 

We  hold  that  it  is  far  better  for  Masonry,  and  generally  better  for 
Lodges,  that  a  dozen  good  men  should  be  mistakenly  rejected  than 
that  one  bad  man  should  enter. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  unanimously  recommend  that  Sec.  8, 
Art.  XV  of  Grand  Lodge  Regulations,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows  : 

Though  a  can<iidate  may  be  elected  by  a  unanimous  ballot  to  receive 
any  degree,  it,  before  it  is  conferred,  the  Master  is  satisfied  that  he  is 
unworthy,  it  is  his  duty  to  refuse  to  confer  the  degree;  or.  if  before 
the  degree  is  conferred  any  member  of  the  Lodge  object,  the  fact  of 
the  objection  shall  be  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the  Lodge,  and  the 
candidate  shall  neither  be  initiated,  advanced  or  affiliated,  until  the 
objection  is  waived  or  withdrawn.  But  the  name  of  the  objector 
shall  not  be  recorded  without  his  consent. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  this  section  be  amended 
as  proposed,  it  will  promote  the  welfare  of  Masonry  and  the  harmony 
of  Lodges  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 

Respectfullv  submitted, 

FOSTER  PRATT, 
HENRY  CHAMBERLAIN, 
A.  L.  STEWART, 

Committee. 

Brother  James  H.  Farnam  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Wm.  P.  Innes,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Bro.  Innes— the 
statement  of  which  fact  is  sufficient  guarantee  of  its  excellence.  We 
however,  must  leave  it  as  we  have  already  consumed  more  than  oar 
proper  space. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The  Sixty-Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  the  11th  February,  1885,  with  Graud  Master  Robert  C. 
Patty,  whose  portrait  adorns  the  pamphlet,  in  the  East.  214  Lodges 
were  represented  ;  285  is  the  entire  number.  The  total  membership 
is  8,565,  with  a  probable  loss  during  the  year  of  332. 

The  Grand  Master  presented  a  long,  long  list  of  those  who  had 

passed 

**Over  the  river  of  death 
Into  the  silent  land," 

and  among  these  some  of  the  brightest  stars  in  the  Masonic  fii ma- 
men  t  of  oar  sister  jarisdiction.  During  the  session  one  evening  was 
devoted  to  the  ''Memorial  Service"  in  honor  of,  and  respect  to  the 
distinguished  dead. 
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Among  the  dispeDsatioDs  refused  was  one  to  '*re-take  the  ballot  in 
three*  oitses  where  black  ball  had  been  oast  by  an  intoxicated  member 
tbron^li  mistake,  as  he  explained  at  a  subsequent  meeting."  We 
wonder  what  was  done  with  this  un  masonic  member?  or  with  a  W» 
M.  wlio  will  tolerate  such  behavior  in  a  member. 

He  ^ves  utterance  to  a  truism  when  he  says  **  In  t<"o  many  in- 
staoces  members  absent  themselves  from  stated  couimunications  and 
then  express  great  dissatisfaction  in  regard  to  what  has  been  done." 

Brother  J.  B.  Morgan  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  J.  L. 
Power  re-elected  Grand  becretary. 

Brother  John  T.  Buck  made  the  report  on  Correspondence  for  th^e 
secoQcl  time,  as  he  informs  us.  In  his  introduction  he  thus  speaks 
of  the  * 'Massachusetts  departure:" 

There  are  some  questions  involved  in  this  which  have  been  ably 
discuBsed  by  various  Correspondents,  but  we  have  not  the  space  to 
^^y  all  that  is  in  our  mind  upon  this  subject,  and  will  only  add  that  we 
consider  it  unwise  for  a  Grand  Lodge,  composed  of  Master  Masons 
P'"}/*  Cfor  that  is  all  they  are  in  such  a  body,  no  matter  what  thoy  may 

f^ elsewhere,)  to  define  what  other  degrees  a  Mason  may  take  and 
^hat  lie  must  not  take.     So  long  as  a  brother  attends  to  bis  duties  as 

K*^^'  Mason,  it  is  simply  impertinent  for  the  Grand  Lodge  under 

h^*^  jurisdiction  he  resides,  to  dictate  to  him  about  matters  of 
^tiicli  it  is  presumed  to  know  nothing. 

^    t-eference  to  the  utterances  of  P.  G.  M.  Cobb,  in  his  address 

>cix  reached  the  Grand  Secretary  after  he  had  ceased  to  be  G.  Master, 

^<x  time  for  publication  with  the  proceedings,  in  relation  to  the 

.  .    ^^tutional  limitations  placed  upon  a  Grand  Master,  and  denying 

.    ^  ^he  exercise  of  any  power  not  distinctly  specified   in  the  consti- 

*^ti,  our  brother  says: 

id   ^  ^opting  a  constitution  inhibiting  the  Grand  Master  from  grant- 

X^^^^^e  Dispensations  asked  for  as  reported,  we  think   the  Grand 

^|/?%e  not  only   acted  unwisely,  but   transcended  its   powers;  and 

Q.J.  ^*^  we  commend  Bro  Cobb  for  observing  the  regulations  of  his 

h^*l^^  Lodge  we  do  not  believe  that  he  would   have  been  culpable  if 

H^    ^^d  disregarded  such  enactments.     The  right  of  a  Grand  Master  to 

ijj    ^^  masons  at  sight  in  an  '^occasion!"  or  **immerRent"  lodge  is  a 

b^  ^ted  question,  but  we  believn  it  is  well   nigh  universally  admitted 

r^     ^^e  English  and  American  Grand  Lodges,  that  he  has  the   inhe- 

b^^^  right  to  dispense  with  the  law  requiring  a  certain  time  to  elapse 

()^Jr^een  the  petitioning,  and  initiation,  passing  and  raising  of  a  can- 

c^^^t^,  and  thus  he  can  grant  his  Dispensation  to  any  Lodge  to  re- 

^^  Vi^  ^^^  ^^^  upon  a  petition  and  confer  one,  two  or  three  degrees 

t^  ^<^«  same  communication  and  upon  the  same  person;  and  we  deny 

r^^^  *nght  of  any  Grand  Lodge  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  this  pre- 

^^^^ive;  it  inheres  in  the  office  of  Grand  Master,  and  he  can  qo 
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more  be  deprived  of  it  than  he  can  of  his  right  to  preside  over  any 
meeting  of  the  oraft  at  which  he  may  be  present.  * 

If  Alabama  insists  upon  snch  restrictions  we  think  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  that  jarisdiction  will  simply  be  an  executive  officer,  a  kind  of 
honorary  figure-head  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  As  to  the  danger  Bro. 
Cobb  seems  to  apprehend  from  weak  or  bad  men,  we  have  no  fears 
on  that  score;  if  we  elect  one  such,  which  we  have  not  done  yet,  we 
can  worry  along  for  a  year  with  him  and  then  elect  some  one  else  in 
his  place. 

We  thank  this  reporter  for  the  above  words,  for  in  Alabama,  as 
elsewhere,  every  Grand  Master,  with,  perhaps,  this  single  exception, 
has  exercised  to  some  extent  this  dispensing  power  on  subjects  on 
which  the  constitution  was  silent,  or  where  its  exercise  would  prove 
of  advantage  to  Masonry.  It  is  not  necessary  to  enumerate  the  num- 
berless instances  when  its  exercise  would  prove  of  inestimable  benefit 
to  the  craft.  Every  brother  can  imagine  some  of  them.  As  this 
question  of  Grand  Master's  prerogative  will  be  fully  reported  upon 
by  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala- 
bama, at  the  present  session,  we  will  offer  no  further  our  views. 

MISSOURI. 

The  Sixty-Fourth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  the  14th  October,  1884,  with  Grand  Master  Lee 
A.  Hall,  presiding.  There  were  present  representatives  from  217 
Lodges  The  entire  number  in  this  jurisdiction  is  522,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  25,294;  the  gain  during  the  year  having  been  816. 

The  Grand  Master  seems  to  have  been  vigilant  in  his  supervision 
of  the  Craft.  He  like  every  other  Grand  Master  doubtless  received  a 
large  number  of  useless  inquiries,  to  reply  to  which  occupied  much 
of  his  time,  and  to  lessen  these  we  think  he  made  an  excellent  rec- 
ommendation, as  witness: 

Now  this  is  all  wrong;  no  Brother  has  a  right  to  call  into  question 
a  ruling  of  the  Master,  except  by  an  appeal  and  notice  to  him,  with  a 
copy  of  same,  showing  the  issue  he  intends  to  present  to  the  Grand 
Master,  or  Grand  Lodge.  The  Master  is  then  in  a  position  to  defend 
himself,  and  should  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the  Ixidge  to  certify  to 
the  Brother's  appeal,  under  seal  of  the  Lodge.  The  Grand  Master, 
or  Grand  Lodge  will  then  know  what  they  are  doing,  and  that  the 
Brother  appealing  is  a  Mason,  and  member  of  that  Lodge  in  good 
standing.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  for  a  Grand  Blaster  to  know  all 
the  Brethren  in  the  jurisdiction;  any  other  course  would  likely  lead 
to  anooying  mistakes. 

There  ^ere  returned  to  the  treasury  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  by  the 
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Belief  Board  on  accoant  of  the  snfferers  by  the  flood,  $145,  which  the 
committee  on  the  "Widows*  and  Orphans*  Home"  recommended  to 
be  invested  f>r  that  purpose,  which  was  adopted. 

This  Grand  Lodge  determined  to  invest  all  funds  beyond  what 
might  be  necessary  for  its  current  expenses  in  bondH  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  8tate,  or  good  Municipal  bonds. 

The  business  was  of  routine  character. 

Brother  Robert  F.  Stevenson  was  made  Grand  Master,  Brother 
John  D.  Vincil,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Vincil  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  and  we 
feel  keenly  the  sympathy  expressed  by  him. 

Brother  Vincil  is  a  vigorous  writer,  and  though  the  Grand  Mas- 
ters of  his  jurisdiction  exercise  powers  not  delegated  by  the  Consti- 
tution, yet  he  talks  strongly  against  it. 

Yes,  we  deny  the  right  of  any  "Grand  M>ister  to  waive  the  regula- 
tion of  residence.'  If  he  has  such  right,  it  is  conferred  upon  him 
either  by  the  law  or  by  the  '* Ancient  Landmarks".  The  law  does  not 
endow  him  with  such  power,  but  "the  regulation  of  residence"  was 
what  he  had  to  ^^waive^"  suspend,  break.  The  law  forbade  him  doing 
what  he  did.  Then  if  he  had  * 'authority"  to  "waive"  the  law  requir- 
ing "residence,"  it  must  be  found  in  the  "Landmarks".  If  the  afore- 
said "Landmarks"  allow  Grand  Masters  "to  waive  the  regulation  of 
residence,"  there  is  no  use  for  such  **r€g^dation"  or  law.  And  if  it  is 
right  and  proper  to  set  aside  the  law  in  one  instance,  why  not  in  all 
ca<.es?  Why  give  the  preference  to  the  few  as  against  the  many? 
Should  there  ue  privileged  classes  among  us?  If  the  Landmarks  are 
above  law,  why  have  any  law?  If  the  "Landmarks"  are  so  far  above 
C(>nstitution8,  it  is  not  right  to  have  CouRtiU^tions  which  are  in  the  way 
of  the  "Landmarks".  "If  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master"  au- 
thorize him  to  trau^ple  upon  a  solemnly  enacted  Constitution,  there 
must  be  some  hardship  and  injustice  caused  by  said  Constitution. 
Nothing  else  can  justify  a  Grand  Master  in  resorting  to  such  violent 
treatmeat  of  a  law  he  promised  to  maintain  and  enforce.  Then  it 
follows  that  a  Constitution  working  such  hardships,  and  so  outraging 
individual  rights  as  to  justify  its  infraction  by  a  Grand  Master,  must 
be  in  violation  of  the  "Landmarks".  The  "Landmarks"  are  thus 
shown  by  the  "prerogative"  doctrine  to  be  above  all  Constitutions. 
Then  abolisb  all  Constitutions,  and  be  governed  by  Landmarks  or 
"the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,"  as  assumed  above,  by  Bro. 
Bellows.  If  it  is  legal  for  a  Grand  Master  to  set  aside  the  law  which 
requires  twelve  months  residence  in  a  given  jurisdiction  before  a  par- 
ty can  be  made  a  Masou,  then  it  must  be  ri//ht  for  him  to  do  so.  If  it 
is  both  legal  and righty  then  the  law  must  be  wrong  which  requires  such 
residence.  The  law  must  be  wrong  or  the  prerogative  doctrine  is  a 
mere  assumption,  and  its  exercise  a  huge  wrong.  If  the  law  is  wrong, 
in  requiring  a  given  residence,  then  it  should  be  abolished,  because 
its  continued  existence  is  a  standing  menance  as  well  as  a  defiance  of 
the  lordly  '^prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master".    Every  requirement 
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and  enactment  in  our  Constitntion  which  is  in  the  way  of  '^prerogor 
<it^/' is  in  violation  of  the  ' 'Landmarks/'  for  ont  of  these ''Land- 
marks" ' 'prerogative"  is  evolved.  It  has  no  other  parentage.  Disso- 
ciate "prerogative"  from  the  ''Landmarks"  and  it  becomes  a  home- 
less orphan,  whose  origin  or  parentage  would  be  as  difficult  to  find 
as  the  "missing  link"  in  the  theory  of  a  modern  scientist 

The  plain  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  onr  Constitutions  are  wrong 
in  requiring  certain  conditions,  or  the  prerogcUiw  doctrine  is  wrong 
which  sets  aside  those  conditions.  We  mean  no  reflection  upon  the 
intelligence  or  convictions  of  American  Grand  Masters  who  believe 
and  practice  the  prerogative  doctrine.  But  for  our  own  part,  we  are 
too  much  of  an  American  to  be  dazzled  by  a  mere  idea  cf  powers  that 
places  anything  above  well  digested,  safe,  practical,  solemnly  enacted 
GoNSTiTDTioNS.  Our  loyalty  to  law  has  saved  us  from  the  charms  and 
attractions  of  the  syren,  whose  stock  in  trade  is  power ^  and  whose  on- 
ly song  is  "prerogatives."  It  is  about  time  that  the  idea  of  power,  or 
"higher  law"  doctrine,  was  consigned  to  its  grave  by  the  sturdy  con- 
servatism of  the  American  Graft.  We  do  not  believe  it  is  in  harmony 
with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  American  institutions  and  laws. 
We  believe  "prerogative"  to  be  of  birth  and  family  foreign  to  our  re- 
publican spint  and  simplicity.  We  believe  it  to  be  of  one  origin  with 
that  bastard  of  the  Old  World,  baptized  and  coronated  back  amid  the 
centuries,  and  styled  "The  Divine  Right  of  Kings".  We  have  as  lit- 
tle use  for  one  as  the  other,  and  believe  the  exercise  of  power  confer- 
red by  the  title  to  be  an  abuse  of  individual  rights.  "If  this  is  ireaaon, 
make  the  most  of  it."  And  until  Freemasonry  in  the  United  States 
abolishes  its  written  Constitutions,  we  shall  not  only  contend  for  the 
supremacy  of  the  law,  but  sturdily  wage  war  against  this  foreign  idea 
—kingly  power,  called  "prerogative".  If  we  want  to  be  consistent, 
in  setting  up  an  unsubstantial,  mythical  thing,  called  "prerogative,** 
for  our  adoration,  let  us  tear  down  our  altar  on  which  is  written  in 
flaming  letters 

"grand  lodge  constitution.*' 

The  High  Priests  of  "prerogative  may  exalt  their  little  deity  in  the 
presence  of  the  multitude,  and  cry,  ^^Theae  be  thy  gods,  O  Israel.** 
But  remember  that  the  law,  coming  forth  from  the  mount,  ordained 
for  the  government  of  the  Craft,  will  sound  the  doom  of  the  insignifi- 
caut  idol  with  nior*'  than  Sinai's  thunder.  The  law  of  Moses  has 
come  down  through  the  centuries.  The  calf  his  brother  made  was 
literally  triturated  and  disappeared  forever. 

Under  the  influence  of  a  mere  idea^  Grand  Masters  will  suspend  the 
operation  of  laws  they  helped  to  make  and  swore  to  support  and 
maintain.  They  will  permit,  yea,  aidhorize,  the  conferring  of  degrees 
out  of  time,  and  allow  men  to  be  initiated,  who  have  not  gained  the 
required  residence,  when  the  laws  they  swore  to  "abide  by**,  say  U  shaU 
not  be  done.  We  believe  in  plainness  of  speech,  and  call  things  by  their 
proper  names.  And  we  hesitate  not  to  say  that  whenever  "preroga- 
tive"—twin  brother  of  that  other  illegitimate  thing,  "Divine  Eight  of 
Kings"— is  allowed  to  play  its  part,  there  is  a  violation  of  Masonic  obU- 
qation.  "Prerogative"  advocates  will  make  Mason  at  sight,  when  the 
law  says  ii  shall  not  be  done.    Is  the  law  supported  and  maintaiDed? 
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At  the  same  time  they  will  pat  a  forced  oonstraction  upon  the  regula- 
tion concerning  physical  fitness,  and  debar  good  men  who  have  but 
one  eye,  or  whose  left  thumb  is  one-fourth  of  an  inch  short,  or  one 
who  may  be  subject  to  fits.  If  the  camel  is  not  swallowed  and  the 
gDat  strained  at,  we  are  incapable  of  forming  an  opinion. 

Of  the  niceties  of  discrimination  and  interpretation,  we  have  to 
confess  our  ignorance  But  when  it  comes  to  a  simple,  plain  obliga- 
tion, to  Hupport  and  maintain  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  our 
Grand  Lodge,  we  know  where  we  are  and  what  to  do. 

MONTANA. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  1st  October,  1884,  with  Grand  Master  Hugh  Duncan,  in  the 
East,  and  representatiyes  from  21  lodges.  Total  number  of  lodges, 
30;  membership,  1128;  gain  during  the  year,  189. 

The  condition  of  the  Craft  in  that  jurisdiction  is  thus  stated  by  the 
Grand  Master: 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  prosperity  throughout  our  entire  ju- 
risdiction, but  I  am  still  better  pleased  to  report  that  peace  and  har- 
mony prevail,  without  which  prosperity  would  be  an  empty  vaunt. 
The  principle  of  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree,  is  apparent  on 
every  hand. 

At  this  Communication  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was 
recognized. 

"The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  was 
adopted  withotU  reading,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Proceed- 
ings'*— The  italics  are  ours. 

We  find  this  body  frec^uently  during  an  afternoon  session  at  re- 
freshment, and  called  on  at  the  sound  of  the  gavel,  whenever  any  bus- 
iness comes  np. 

Brother  Samuel  W.  Langhorn  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Broth- 
er Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Grand  Secretary  presented  a  summary  of  all  important  acts  of 
the  several  Grand  Lodges  reviewed. 

NEBBASEA. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska  was  opened  in  ample  form  by  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John  J.  Wemple,  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1885, 
with  representatives  from  108  of  its  121  Lodges  present.  Total  mem- 
bership, 5979;  being  a  gain  of  725.  What  strides  is  this  Grand  Lodge 
making  toward  a  prominent  place  among  the  brethren?    This  was  on- 

10 
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ly  the  28th  Annaal  Commanication.  Daring  the  year  dispeDsations 
were  granted  for  17  new  Lodges,  notwithstanding,  the  Grand  Master 
upon  his  election,  had  said  that  he  < 'would  stop  this  wholesale  issuing 
of  dispensations  for  new  Lodges*'. 

To  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Master  that  npon  a  ballot  being  taken, 
and  the  resnlt  declared,  a  brother  rises  and  states  that  he  cast  a  black 
ball  nnder  the  impression  that  the  applicant  was  a  different  person, 
the  Master  should  order  the  ballot  retaken.  The  Committee  on  Ja- 
risprudence  reported  adversely,  but  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter was  approved.  This  we  take  to  be  the  current  position,  else  "a 
radical  injury"  might  result  to  the  candidate. 

There  is  the  sum  of  over  $15,000  properly  invested  belonging  to 
the  "Orphan  Educational  Fund  '—a  most  admirable  basis  on  which 
to  rear  a  temple  more  durable  than  that  of  Solomon  even. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  made  a  report  only  touching  a 
few  main  matters,  and  adversely  to  the  recognition  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  the  Bepublic  of  Mexico  and  South  Australia  until  further 
information  respecting  them  be  obtained. 

The  Grand  Orator,  Brother  Wm.  Luse,  delivered  a  very  carefully 
prepared  and  interesting  address  on  the  probable  origin  of  Masonry, 
betokening  no  little  research  and  containing  many  germs  of  original 
thought.  Were  it  not  too  long  for  our  report  we  would  be  but  too 
happy  in  reproducing  it.     But  this  we  are  compelled  to  forego. 

Brother  Manoah  B.  Beese  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Wm.  B.  Bowen,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  regret  that  from  this  bright  and  rapidly  growing  jurisdiction 
we  have  not  the  pleasure  of  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  other 
Grand  Lodges. 

NEW  BBUNSWICK. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Brunswick  was  held  on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1885.  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  John  V.  Ellis,  in  the  East ;  with  representatives  from 
22  Lodges  ;  32  is  the  complement  of  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  with 
a  membership  of  1.923,  being  23  more  than  at  last  report. 

The  Grand  Master  congratulates  the  Grand  Lodge  upon  the  peace 
and  harmony  prevailing  among  the  craft,  and  the  friendly  corres- 
pondence with  all  other  Grand  Lodges.  He  thinks  it  well  to  be  cau- 
tious in  the  recognition  of  Grand  Lodges  being  organized  in  Mexico. 
His  doctrine  is,  ** where  we  are  not  sure  of  our  ground  it  is  best  to 
make  no  step."    Of  the  various  Grand  Lodges  claiming  recognition 
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in  the  Spanish  Peninsula,  he  says,  *Hf  the  whole  Spanish  system  of 
what  is  called  Free  Masonry  is  as  largely  political  now  as  it  was  a  few 
years  ago  the  more  slowly  we  make  haste  the  better." 

He  is  averse  to  recognizing  the  rnle  contended  for  by  some  that 
these  lodges  may  unite  and  form  a  Grand  Lodge,  even  though  these 
be  a  minority  of  the  lodges  in  the  territory,  and  declare  all  those  of 
the  dissenting  lodges  clandestine,  '*some  modification  of  the  rule  is 
necessary  which  will  protect  the  rights  of,  perhaps,  the  majority.'* 

He  thinks  official  visits  to  the  subordinates  would  redound  to  the 
benefit  of  the  craft,  and  so  do  we  who  are  penning  these  lines,  hence, 
we  have  often  recommended  the  appointment  of  D.  D.  Grand  Mas- 
ters, whose  limits  being  small  every  lodge  might  be  visited. 

The  Board  of  General  Purposes  recommended  the  recognition  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  "South  Australia,"  but  to  defer  action  on  the 
application  of  the  ''Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico," 
and  of  that  of  the  ''Independent  Symbolic  Grand  Lodge  of  Spain,'* 
until  further  advised  in  the  premises. 

Brother  John  V.  Ellis  was  re-elected  Grand  Master.  Brother  Ed. 
win  J.  Wetmore  remains  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Without  doubt  the  most  interesting  pamphlet  of  proceedings  (at 
least  to  us)  that  has  fallen  under  our  notice  in  writing  this  report,  is 
that  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  whose  Ninety-Sixth  Annual 
Communication  was  held  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  1885,  Grand  Master 
John  Francis  Webster,  presiding.  62  Lodges  of  the  76  were  repre^ 
sented.  There  are  8,144  members,  being  an  increase  of  79  over  last 
report. 

The  Grand  Master  reports  a  good  condition  of  the  lodges,  and  an 
"excellent  degree  of  interest"  among  the  brethren. 

Much  has  been  written  about  the  "Massachusetts  departure,"  and 
this  must  be  our  excuje  for  laying  before  yon,  my  brethren,  the  en- 
tire report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
on  this  subject.  It  is  the  best  synopsis  of  the  powers  of  Grand  Lodge, 
whence  derived,  how  long  claimed,  and  how  exercised,  that  we  have 
met  with.  It  betokens  patient  labor  and  much  skill  in  its  prepara- 
tion, and  may  be  read  with  profit  by  every  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama— yea,  by  every  member  of  the  fraternity.  The 
authorities  collated  are  not  within  the  reach  of  every  Master  of  a 
Lodge.  Hence,  its  value.  We  think  its  publication  will  fully  repay 
its  cost. 
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To  the  Jf.  W.  Grand  Lodge^  F.  and  A.  Masons  of  New  Hampshire'. 

The  Committee  on  Jarispmdence,  to  which  was  referred  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Grand  Constitution ,  have  considered  the 
sabieot  and  now  submit  their  report. 

The  important  inquiry  relates  to  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
to  govern  the  craft,  having  particular  reference  to  their  connection 
with  other  Bites  claiming  to  be  masonic.  Questions  of  expediency 
may  hereafter  arise,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  be  called  upon  to  deter- 
mine how  far  it  will  invoke  its  prerogatives  or  exercise  its  powers  in 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  fraternity,  but  at  present  do 
such  questions  seem  to  be  involved. 

What  is  the  law  in  the  premises  ?  An  examination  into  the  histoiy 
of  Grand  Lodges,  and  an  investigation  of  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  established,  will  aid  materially  in  arriving  at  a  correct  oon- 
clusion. 

Occasionally  we  find  those  who  have  fallen  into  the  error  of  sup- 
posing that  Grand  Lodges  were  created  by,  and  derive  their  powers 
from.  Grand  Constitutions.  This  is  a  mistake,  and  leads  to  conclu- 
sions entirely  incorrect.  Although,  in  modern  times,  every  Grand 
Lodge  has  its  '^Constitution,"  or  ''Grand  Regulations,"  in  which  their 
powers  are  classified  and  defined,  the  Grand  Lodges  have  the  right 
to  abolish  all  such  regulations  at  pleasure.  They  are  self-imposed 
limitations — declarations  of  its  will— and  in  no  sense  superior  to  the 
Grand  Lodge.  The  term  "constitution"  is  a  misnomer  as  applied  to 
a  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  idea  commonly  conveyed,  that  it  is  tne  fun- 
damental law  of  the  craft,  ib  erroneous.  The  body  of  the  law  lies 
deeper  and  broader,  and  it  comprehends  the  sublime  purposes  of  ma- 
sonry in  its  highest  duties  and  most  important  relations  to  man.  It 
has  been  said  that  our  brethren  who  organized  the  first  Grand  Lodge 
had  in  view  only  the  simple  problem  to  establish  such  an  institution 
as  would  best  apply  the  fraternal  idea — the  principle  of  brotherhood 
— to  the  great  work  of  elevating  mankind,  the  same  as  they  applied 
the  principles  of  their  practical  art  among  the  operative  cransmen  to 
the  building  of  catheditils.  This  has  been  suggested  as  a  criterion 
by  which  to  outline  the  province  of  the  speculative  art  within  which 
Grand  Lodges  should  be  content  to  remain.  We  do  not  agree  to  such 
doctrine.     It  is  illogical  and  unworthy. 

No  Grand  Lodge  will  submit  to  have  its  purposes  dwarfed  and  itH 
usefulness  limited  by  thus  surrendering  its  prerogatives. 

To  cut  and  fashion  from  the  quarry  of  truth  blocks  fit  for  the  spir- 
itual temple — to  produce  the  perfect  ashler  for  the  Great  Builder's 
handiwork — was  the  glorioas  undertaking  upon  which  they  entered, 
and  having  some  glimpses  of  the  bright  future  of  the  fraternity,  and 
realizing  the  necessity  of  well  defined  laws  and  a  government  of  un- 
questioned authority,  the  Masons  of  that  day  addressed  themselves 
to  the  important  duty  of  defining  the  Landmarks  and  creating  a 
Grand  Lodge.     "They  builded  better  than  they  knew." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  formed  in  1717,  was  deemed  at  that 
time  to  have  all  powers  which  the  subordinate  Lodges  ceded  in  its 
formation — all  that  were  requisite  for  the  convenience  and  efficiency 
of  government  and  all  that  were  needed  for  the  protection  of  the 
craft  against  imposters  and  unfaithful  members. 
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The  odI;  poTen  not  posaeaseil  by  it  irere  snoh  aa  the  lodgea  had 
bj  reason  of  the  landmarks,  and  of  anch  a  oharacter  an  could  Dot  be 
ceded,  and  tbe  iiim  eeemad  to  be  to  place  the  eotire  goTemmetit  io 
the  handa  of  tbe  Grand  Lod^^e,  with  the  Granr^  Master  as  itn  eieoa- 
tive  officer,  with  oeclain  eitraordinary  prerogaiives.  It  muat  be  re- 
membered that  with  the  age  o!  speculative  tQaxonry  begau  the  inveu- 
tioD  or  eipansion  of  degrees.  The  Koyal  Aruh,  tba  Mark,  and  other 
degleeswere  practiced  soon  after  the  "revival, "  and  the  "Ineffable" 
desreea  appeared  on  the  continent  about  tbe  aame  time.  It  is  ptob- 
able  that  the  Hoyal  Arch  was  the  first  ceremony  incorporated  with 
the  craft  degrees.  The  time  cannot  be  flied,  bat  it  most  have  been 
abOQt  1740.  In  Scotland  and  Ireland  it  soon  appeard,  and  in  America 
eortaioly  prior  U>  1767.  All  of  the  higher  degrees,  which  were  then 
practiced  where  tbe  York  rite  prevailed,  began  undri  and  by  the  per- 
mission of  Ibe  Grand  Lodge.  There  was  no  other  view  entertained. 
An  interesting  little  volnme  lately  discovered  at  York.  England,  is 
entitled  "Minnte  Book  belonging  to  tbe  Most  Snblime  Degree  or  Or- 
der of  Koyal  Arch  appertaining  to  tbe  Grand  Lodge  of  Old  England 
held  at  tlie  city  of  York,  1762."  The  history  of  this  period  of  tbe 
craft  shows  conclusively  that  tbe  higher  dei^jrees  grew  like  branches 
and  twigs  of  a  tree  from  tbe  body  of  symbolic  masonry.  Hagban's 
recent  valuable  work,  entitled  "Origin  of  the  English  Bite  of  Ma- 
sonry" is  a  complete  bislory  of  this  subject. 

There  was  another  reason  why  the  higher  degrees  sprang  from 
symbolic  masonry.  As  is  well  known  there  were  several  Orand 
Lodges  in  England  during  tbe  last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
aaob  claiming  to  be  tbe  head  of  the  fraternity,  and  in  the  contentions 
between  the  "Ancients"  and  "Modems"  and  other  oi^auizations,  in 
the  style  and  performiug  the  functions  of  Grand  Lodges,  it  was 
claimed  bj  all  that  they  possessed  severally  superior  powers  and 
l{reater  advancement  in  the  higher  degrees,  and  there  was  rivalry  in 
this  respect  I'he  effect  was  to  enhance  the  importance  in  a  general 
9ense  ot  sncb  degrees  and  stimalate  tbe  practice  of  embellishment 
aid  expansion,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  tbeir  origin  and 
promotion.  They  grew  in  importance  and  multiplied  iu  numbers 
notil  they  had  spread  throngbout  the  conntrias  where  the  symbolic 
iegrees  had  been  established,  bnt  no  controversy  arose  an  to  the 
Douers  of  a  Grand  Lodge  at  that  time. 

The  masonic  world  was  disturbed  by  contentions  of  ambitions  men, 
ind  "confusion  reigned,"  but  not  as  to  tbe  position  of  the  symbolic 
l^rees.  In  tbe  couise  o£  time  the  York  Eite  was  carried  into  nearly 
9Tery  country  where  tbe  English  language  was  spoken,  and  grand 
bodies,  similar  in  tbe  essential  characteristics  U>  Uie  Mother  Grand 
Liodge,  were  established  and  the  masonic  governments  founded  npon 
Ihe  ancient  law  of  the  craft,  generally  confined  to  the  political  divis- 
ions of  the  country  in  tbeir  jurisdiclion,  and  containing  mncb  of 
dieir  civil  codes  in  tbe  matter  of  practice,  grew  in  importance  aa  the 
relations  of  the  fraternity  became  more  eitended. 

Tbe  territorial  jurisdiction  of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  the  conrae  of  time 
seoame  similar  to  a  state  or  nationality,  and  the  controlling  body, 
ike  tbe  civil  governments  of  different  countries,  was  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  its  masonic  polity  was  more  or  less  impressed  with  the 
}oliiit»l   institatioDB,  tbe  laws   and  systems  by  wnich  it  was  snr- 
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roQDded.  Thus  the  principles  of  the  common  law,  founded  in  equity 
and  jnstice,  deemed  the  safest  mles  of  action  known  so  far  as  appli- 
cable, became  a  part  of  the  masonic  code  in  this  couotry  and  incor- 
porated with  the  system  of  jnrisprndence  generally  practiced  by  the 
fraternity;  and  a  Grand  Lodge,  oy  universal  consent,  came  to  stand 
in  the  relation  of  a  government  to  its  people  in  a  masonic  state  or 
nation.  Its  control,  its  work,  its  means,  and  its  objects  are  ma- 
sonic. A.11  these  are  for  the  elevation  of  mankind,  and  it  is  not  only 
its  right,  but  imperative  daty  to  make,  use  of  its  own  powers  and  in- 
stitutions as  well  as  those  of  other  governments  and  people  to  carry 
into  effect  the  high  purposes  which  called  it  iuto  existence. 

Masonry  stands  upon  the  maxim  that  where  there  is  need  of  a  law. 
the  law  exists.  It  is  moulded  and  developed  bv  the  pressure  of 
events.  It  holds  its  important  place  in  the  world  because  there  is  a 
great  work  for  it  to  do.  It  will  be  so  while  charity  and  mercy  are 
needed  by  suffering  humanity. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  created  as  the  sole  governing  body  and  pow- 
er of  the  Graft  in  all  things  Masonic.  It  was  deemed  to  have  absolute 
control  over  the  fraternity.  The  Landmarks  were  a  guaranty  that  it 
would  not  trample  upon  their  rights.  They  were  to  be  observed  as 
the  Magna  Charta,  but  all  other  powers  and  prerogatives  were  ceded 
to  and  vested  in  the  Gmnd  Lodge.  No  limit  was  set  upon  its  author- 
ity. No  line  of  separation  was  drawn  between  Graft  Masons  as  auek 
and  as  adherents  to  the  higher  degrees,  then  rapidly  increasing,  but 
by  universal  consent,  in  obedience  to  the  imperative  demand,  full 
power  and  authority  was  lodged  in  the  governing  Grand  Body. 

Such  questions  as  we  are  coDsidering  were  not  heard  of  in  the  ear- 
ly days  of  speculative  mnsonry,  but  other  matters  called  out  expres- 
sions from  the  Grand  Lodges  which  indicated  clearly  what  was  then 
regarded  as  law  touching  their  powers  and  prerogatives. 

In  1723,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  declared,  **that  it  is  not  in 
the  power  of  any  man  or  body  of  men  to  make  any  alteration  or  inno- 
vation in  the  body  of  masonry  without  the  consent  first  obtained  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  which  is  the  supreme  power  in  masonry.** 

Tl^ere  had  been  discussion  about  what  was  lawful,  and  it  was  said 
that  the  first  three  degrees  only  were  pure  masonry,  but,  if  the  Grand 
Lodge  recognized  the  higher  degrees,  or  its  consent  obtained,  they 
were  legitimate.  It  also  declared  *'tbat  all  alterations  must  be  for  the 
good  of  masonry,"  and  again  that  nothing  could  be  ''allowed  to  be 
added  to  masonry  which  was  calculated  to  produce  disorder  and  in- 
terfere with  the  harmony  of  the  brethren  " 

"Extra  degrees"  were  regarded  as  foreign  to  the  good  of  the  craft, 
and  it  was  resolved  that  they  must  be  practiced,  if  at  all,  ''without 
breaking  in  upon  the  ancient  rules  of  the  fraternity  or  infringing  upon 
the  old  Landmarks." 

In  1755,  a  Lodge  was  struck  from  the  rolls  for  disobedience  in  fra- 
ternizing with  those  whom  the  Grtind  Lodge  deemed  irregular.  Dur- 
ing the  last  half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  down  to  1813,  there 
were  two  or  more  Grand  Lodges  in  England  nearly  all  the  time. 
Much  contention  and  strife  existed,  but  no  question  as  to  the  powers 
and  authority  over  all  the  craft  was  raised.  The  subject  of  aispnte 
always  was  concerning  which  was  the  true  and  lawful  grand  body. 
By  the  act  of  union,  which  took  place  in  that  year,  between  the  two 
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Grand  Lodges,  it  was  pronounced  and  declared  that  ^'pxae  and  an- 
cient masonry  consists  of  three  degrees,  to- wit:  Entered  Apprentice, 
Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason,  including  the  Supreme  Order  of  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch,"  and  it  was  then  enacted  as  a  grand  regulation 
''that  the  pubUc  interests  of  the  fraternity  are  managed  by  a  p^eneral 
representation  of  all  private  Lodges  on  record,  together  with  the 
Grand  Stewards  of  the  year  and  the  present  and  past  Grand  Officers, 
and  the  Grand  Master  at  their  head.  The  body  is  styled  the  ''Uni- 
ted Grand  Lodge  of  Antient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  England." 
The  "Holy  Royal  Arch"  which  was  kept  under  their  control  by  direct 
enactment,  as  every  one  knows,  was  the  degree  from  which  the  Ca-' 
pitolar  grade  took  origin,  and  was  classed  with  the  "higher  degrees.'* 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  enacted  very  stringent  regulations 
upon  the  subject  of  controling  its  members  and  subordinates.  It  for- 
bade them  to  unite  in  processions  with  or  to  admit  those  belonging 
to  other  orders,  except  the  first  three  degrees  and  Mark  Master  within 
their  meetings. 

The  "Mark  degree,"  as  formerly  named,  it  is  well  known,  grew  out 
of  the  system  of  practice  of  "Marks**,  and  was  originally  an  offshoot 
from  the  Fellow  Graft.  Early  in  the  seventeenth  century  we  find  the 
"Marks"  numerous,  and  in  some  Lodges  they  were  considered  as 
"heritable"  by  the  sons  of  craftsmen,  but,  as  the  speculative  absorbed 
the  operative  art,  this  practice  fell  into  disuse.  The  Mark  Master,  or 
Mark  degree,  assumed  form  and  ceremony,  and  for  many  years  it 
was,  through  the  elasticity  of  the  Scotch  Constitution,  engrafted  upon 
the  Fellow  Craft,  and  worked  and  controlled  under  the  Grand  Lodge 
charters.  The  first  record  of  the  Mark  degree  in  Scotland  is  in  1778, 
and  it  was  always  regarded  as  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

In  1818,  that  Grand  Body  passed  the  following  resolution:  "That 
from  and  after  December  27,  1818,  no  person  holding  an  official  situ- 
ation in  any  masonic  body  which  sanctions  higher  degrees  than  those 
of  St.  John's  Masonry  shall  be  entitled  to  sit,  act,  or  vote  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland. " 

In  1820,  an  effort  was  made  to  rescind  the  regulation,  and  it  was 
defeated  overwhelmingly,  and  although  this  prohibition  is  not  so  rig- 
idly enforced  now  as  formerly,  and  its  application  is  by  no  means 
stringent,  still  it  remains  the  law  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that  coun- 
try, thus  keeping  the  power  and  control  within  its  hands,  and  thus 
asserting  its  authority  as  the  supreme  masonic  power  within  the  ju- 
risdiction. The  same  substantially  is  in  the  Grand  Regulations  of 
1881. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland,  formed  in  1728-9,  has  for  many  years 
prohibited  "as  unlawful,  all  assemblies  of  Freemasons  in  Ireland  un- 
der any  title  whatever  purporting  to  be  masonic  and  not  held  by  vir- 
tue of  a  warrant  or  Constitution  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  from  one 
of  the  other  masonic  grand  bodies  recognized  by  and  acting  in  mason- 
ic union  with  it."    Constitution,  1875,  p.  11. 

Any  infraction  of  this  law  renders  a  brother  liable  to  suspension 
or  such  other  penalty  as  the  Grand  Lodge  may  think  fit. 

The  degrees  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ireland  are  those 
under  the  Grand  Chapter,  those  under  the  Great  Priory  of  Ireland, 
(Templar),  those  under  the  Supreme  Council,  (33°). 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  in  Ireland  no  degrees  are  tolerated  or  per- 
mitted save  those  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  ScoUand,  the 
first  three  and  the  **Mark"  only  are  recognized,  while  in  England, 
the  first  three,  and  the  Boyal  A.rcb,  and  other  degrees  are  tolerated 
merely,  but  in  these  grand  jarisdictions  the  power  to  control— the 
authority  in  the  premisew — is  asserted  beyond  question  and  folly  rec- 
ognized. The  Grand  Lodges  pursue  a  mild  and  expedient  policy, 
but  they  all  exercise  control  and  assert  their  authority  over  the 
Craft. 

The  American  Grand  Lodges  are  constituted  on  the  same  princi- 
ples and  for  the  same  purposes.  Masonry  came  from  England  to  this 
country,  and  brought  its  laws,  usages  and  organizations.  As  a  ma- 
sonic people  we  received  our  masonry  from  that  source,  and  it  has  be- 
come a  part  of  our  national  growth.  It  has  adapted  itself  to  our 
wants  and  its  genius  has  impressed  itself  upon  our  institutions. 

Grand  Lodges  have  been  erected  in  nearly  every  State  afier  the 
manner  of  the  Mother  Grand  Lodge.  They  have  a  sacred  charge — a 
bounden  duty  to  perform — and  their  power  is  commensurate  wiUi  the 
trust,  and  he  who  seeks  to  cripple  it  strikes  a  blow  at  the  gafety  of 
the  fraternity. 

The  various  authorities  have  spoken  in  unmistakable  terms  upon 
this  subject. 

Mackey's  Encyclopaedia  of  Masonry  contains  the  following:  **A 
Grand  Lodge  is  invested  with  power  and  authority  over  all  the  Graft 
within  its  jurisdiction.  It  is  the  supreme  court  of  appeals  in  all  mn- 
sonic  cases,  and  to  its  decrees  implicit  obedience  must  be  paid  by 
every  Lodge  and  Mason  situate  within  its  control.  The  government 
of  Grand  Lodges  is  therefore  completely  despotic. 

While  a  Grand  Lodge  exists  its  edicts  must  be  respected  and  obeyed 
without  examination  Oy  its  Subordinate  Lodges. 

This  autocratic  power  of  a  Grand  Lodge  is  based  upon  a  principle 
of  expediency,  and  derived  from  the  fundamental  law  established  at 
the  organization  of  Grand  Lodges  in  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. In  so  large  a  body  as  the  craft  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
tEere  should  be  a  supreme  controling  body  to  protect  the  institution 
from  anarcby,  and  none  could  be  more  conveniently  selected  than 
one  which,  by  its  representative  character,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  com- 
posed of  the  united  wisdom,  prudence  and  experience  of  all  the  Sub- 
ordinate Lodges  under  its  obedience,  so  that  the  voice  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  is  nothing  else  than  the  voice  of  the  craft  expressed  by  its  rep- 
resentatives. Hence  the  twelfth  of  the  General  Regulations  declares 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  consists  of  and  is  formed  by  the  Masters  and 
Wardens  of  all  the  regular  particular  Lodges  upon  record 

So  careful  has  the  institution  been  to  preserve  the  dogmatic  and 
autocratic  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  all  elected  Masters  are  re- 
quired at  the  time  of  their  installation  to  make  the  following  declara- 
tion: You  agree  to  * 'submit  to  the  awards  and  resolutions  of  your 
brethren  in  Grand  Lodge  convened  in  every  case  consistent  with  the 
constitution  of  the  Order"  •  •  •  **and  strictly  to 

conform  to  every  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge,"  &c. 

Macoy  says:  *'The  principle  is  now  well  settled,  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  a  Province  or  State  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  within  such 
territories,  and  that  no  other  Grand  Lodge  c<in  legally  charter  Lodges 
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therein.  The  Grand  Lodge  is  sopreme  over  all  affairs  masonic. 
There  is  no  masonic  authority  or  power  above  it.  It  is  subject  only 
to  the  anchangable  laws  of  the  Order,  the  acknowledged  Gonstitntion, 
and  Ancient  Landmark." 

Dr.  Olirer,  in  his  Dictionary  of  Symbolic  Masonry,  says:  **The 
Grand  Lodge  is  the  governing  body  over  the  craft  in  all  their  rela- 
tions to  the  fraternity.  It  has  the  inherent  power  of  investigating, 
regalating,  and«deciding  all  matters  relative  to  the  craft,  or  to  partic- 
ular Lodges,  or  to  individual  brothers,  which  it  may  exercise  either 
by  itself  or  by  such  delegated  authority  as,  in  its  wisdom  and  discre- 
tion, it  may  appoint.  It  alone  has  the  power  of  erasing  Lodges,  ex- 
pelling brethren  from  the  craft;  a  power  which  oaght  not  to  rest  in 
any  subordinate  authority." 

8imon's  Masonic  Jurisprudeuce  says,  in  alluding  to  the  formation 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  **Thus  was  established  a  central  au- 
thority, or  government,  for  the  fraternity,  to  which  was  committed 
the  superintendence  of  the  craft  and  entrusted  the  responsibility  of 
making  laws  for  its  observance  and  the  maintenance  of  the  Ancient 
Landmarks.  After  various  modifications,  many  new  Lodges  being 
formed  and  the  present  representative  system  established,  the  Grand 
Lodge  became  what  it  now  is,  the  supreme  tribunal  and  legislature 
of  the  craft  within  its  jurisdiction."  Again:  ''A  Grand  Lodge  is  a 
body  of  Masons  in  whom  is  inalienably  vested  the  government  and 
superintendence  of  the  fraternity  within  its  territorial  jurisdiction." 
It  IS  necessarily  supreme  in  the  exercise  of  all  powers  not  specially 
reserved  to  the  Lodges;  and  there  is  no  appeal  from  its  decisions.  In 
the  exercise  of  its  legislative  powers  it  may  enact  constitutions  and  reg- 
ulations for  the  government  of  itself  or  its  subordinates  and  the  fra- 
ternity; and  may  r.lter,  amend,  or  repeal  its  provisions ;  may  levy  tax- 
es and  require  payment  of  their  revenues  from  its  subordinates;  may 
coDstitute  or  erase  Lodges  and  enact  all  laws  necessary  for  the  gov- 
ernment, protection,  and  prosperity  of  the  craft,  and  in  all  things 
pertaining  to  them  it  possesses  the  sole  and  supreme  authority,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  Ancient  Landmarks. 

Chase,  in  his  Digest  of  Masonic  Laws,  says:  "A  Grand  Lodge  is 
the  supreme  masonic  authority  within  its  jurisdiction.  Its  powers 
are  threefold;  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive.  In  its  legislative 
capacity  it  has  the  power  of  enacting  laws  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  craft,  and  altering,  repealing,  or  abrogating  them," 
AC.,  and  by  numerous  citations  sustains  the  full  and  unlimited  au- 
thority of  the  Graod  Lodge. 

Mackey,  (before  cited)  claims  that  the  germ  of  this  principle  of  su- 
preme authority  took  form  as  far  back  as  the  assembly  said  to  have 
taken  place  A.  J).  926,  finding  in  the  old  York  Constitution  the  decla- 
ration that  '*the  General  Assembly  shall  consist  of  Masters  and  Fel- 
lows, Lords,  Knights,  and  Squires,  Mayor  or  Sheriff,  to  maka  new 
laws  and  confirm  old  ones,"  and  tracing  the  history  of  Grand  Lodges 
and  their  powers  down  to  the  date  of  his  estimable  work,  he  defined 
them  in  the  same  broad  and  unmistakable  manner  as  other  authors. 
''It  is  the  one  supreme  power  in  the  government  of  the  craft  in  all 
things  masonic  within  its  jurisdiction." 

Look,  in  his  Treatise   upon   the  Laws   and   Practice  of  Masonic 
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Trials,  says  '*the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  anqaestioned  is  all 
thinp^K  pertaining  to  the  goTemment  of  the  craft." 

"It  has  power  to  make  laws  and  interpret  them  for  itself  and  its 
subordinates,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal.  It  can  make  or  anDi- 
htlate  Lodges.  It  can  expel  or  restore  brethren.  By  its  prerogative 
of  discipline  it  can  impose  the  strictest  penalties,  and  by  its  preroga- 
tive of  mercy  can  bring  back  to  masonic  society  those  whom  it  has 
seen  fit  to  pnnish.  By  its  imperative  daty  to  protect  and  preserve 
pare  the  institution  of  masonry  it  has  the  prerogative  to  reach  its 
votaries  wherever  found,  and  holding  before  them  the  law  of  Uie 
craft,  exact  obedience  in  the  most  faithful  manner.  Within  its  joiis- 
diction  it  is  the  supreme  masonic  authority.  Its  powers  are  plenary 
and  absolute  except  as  they  are  limited  by  the  ancient  and  immutable 
landmarks  of  freemasonry.  It  holds  a  general  supervisory  control 
of  the  craft,  and  faithful  allegiance  and  implicit  obedience  are  due  to 
it  from  all  Subordinate  Lodges  and  individual  Masons  within  its 
jurisdiction." 

Lockwood,  in  his  Masonic  Law  and  Practice,  uses  almost  the  same 
language  in  describing  the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  deriving  the 
first  declaration  of  the  principle  from  the  so-called  Gothic  Constitu- 
tion and  showing  its  growth  and  application  to  be  commensurate 
with  the  increase  and  fraternity  and  the  wants  of  each  successive 
peiiod  of  their  history. 

Patton,  in  his  work  on  Freemasonry  and  its  Jurisprudence,  speak- 
ing of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1717,  says:  **The 
Grand  Lodge  was  established  by  ihe  fraternity  tor  the  purposes  of 
convenience  in  government.  Its  powers  were  both  inherent  and 
yielded  by  the  Subordinate  Lodges.  Prerogatives  which  had  always 
been  vested  in  the  craft  were  by  the  thirty-nine  regulations  then 
adopted  surrendered  to  the  Grand  Lodge  so  that  the  relative  position 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  its  subordinates  became  different.  The 
original  powers  were  not  modified,  but  others  were  ceded,  and  the 
prerogative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  co-extensive  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  fraternity." 

Steinbrenner  says  :  **  All  the  Grand  Lodges  had  been  constituted 
upon  the  idea  that  they  were  the  heads  and  managers  of  the  craft, 
and  that  while  the  York  Grand  Lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  All 
England  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  were  asserting  control 
over  the  craft,  it  brought  about  an  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  to  the 
detriment  of  the  fraternity,  but  when  the  union  took  place  it  gave 
them  a  supreme  power  to  which  all  could  look  for  a  wise  and  success 
ful  government." 

We  find  all  through  the  books  upon  the  history  of  masonry  that 
charters  were  issued  by  Grand  Lodges  authorizing  the  conferring  of 
the  higher  degrees  in  various  ways  and  under  restrictions  and  limita 
tions.  Sometimes  it  is  the  Mark  degree,  sometimes  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood,  or  perhaps  the  Royal  Arch.  Again  we  find  the  Grand 
Lodge  authorizing  the  particular  Lodge  to  confer  degrees  which  are 
now  classed  as  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scotch  Bite,  and  again 
warrants  to  confer  the  Red  Cross,  and  the  Priestly  Order.  These 
warrants  were  issued  more  in  England  than  elsewhere,  but  several 
have  been  discovered  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

In  Hughan's  Masonic  Sketches  and  Reprints,  the  best  of  evidence 
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is  to  be  found  upon  the  subject  we  are  considering,  although  of  a  col- 
lateral application,  but  it  is  conclusive  to  the  point  that  Grand  Lodges 
exercised  the  right  to  govern  and  control  the  higher  degrees,  and  no 
question  was  made  of  their  authority  in  the  premises. 

In  this  country  it  is  well  known  that  Lodges  conferred  the  higher 
degrees  to  some  extent,  and  the  practice  ceased  only  when  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  different  grades  began  to  receive  attention. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  power  and  authority  of  the  Orand 
Lodge  in  all  countries  where  the  York  Rite  prevails  from  its  origin, 
have  been  regarded  in  the  same  manner. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  has  thoroughly  and  ably  in- 
vestigated the  whole  subject  and  under  circumstances  which  give 
emphasis  to  their  conclusions. 

That  grand  body  holds  that  it  is  the  supreme  power  and  authority 
in  masonry,  and  has  the  right  to  declare  what  masonry  is.  That 
while  it  may  not  prevent  Masons  from  practicing  profane  rites  or 
from  belonging  to  other  organizations,  unless  such  are  in  violation  of 
the  moral  law,  and  hence,  un masonic  in  the  sense  of  immoral,  it  has 
undoubted  authority  to  prevent  Masons  of  its  obedience  from  prac- 
ticing as  masonic  any  other  rites  than  those  which  it  declares  to  be 
masonic,  and  from  using  its  esoteric  ceremonies  in  any  other  body 
except  such  as  it  holds  to  be  masonic.  The  question  before  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Grand  Lodge  was  of  the  same  general  character  as  that 
which  we  are  considering  and  referred  directly  to  the  control  of  the 
members  ot  its  obedience  in  their  connection  with  certain  organiza- 
tions claiming  to  be  masonic,  but  which  were  held  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  be  spurious. 

We  hold  that  the  power  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  full  and  complete  in 
all  things  masonic.  Those  who  differ  from  this  proposition  do  not 
deny  its  authority  so  far  as  appertains  to  the  first  three  degrees,  but 
they  claim  it  extends  no  farther,  or,  in  other  words,  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  cannot  inquire  into  what  is  done  beyond  the  Blue  Lodge. 

This  is  a  doctrine  which  answers  itself.  Can  it  be  claimed  that  the 
ceremonies  of  symbolic  masonry  can  be  used  anywhere  except  by  the 
authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ?  Would  any  Mason  for  an  instant  say 
that  he  could  exhibit  the  signs  of  craft  masonry  in  a  Lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows  or  other  confraternity,  and  if  he  should  do  so  he  would  not 
be  answerable  to  the  Grand  Lodge?  And  what  is  the  difference,  so 
far  as  violation  of  the  regulations  is  concerned,  between  exhibiting 
them  in  an  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  and  some  degree  of  a  so-called  Scotch 
Rite  not  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Lodge  ?  Can  any  body  of  men 
owing  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  practice  any  part  of  the  cere- 
monies of  the  Blue  Lodge  degroes  anywhere  or  under  any  circum- 
stances except  by  the  permission  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Is  it  not  perfectly  clear  that  everything  symbolic  is  within  the  con- 
trol of  this  grand  body?  Are  there  any  within  the  lines  of  the  fra- 
ternity who  construe  their  obligations  in  a  way  to  permit  them  to  ex- 
hibit the  Master  Mason's  sign,  for  instance,  anywhere  or  under  any 
circumstances,  except  those  occasions  well  understood  by  the  craft? 
If  so,  the  sooner  such  are  separated  from  us  the  better  for  the  insti- 
tution. 

No  system  or  rite  is  masonic  unless  founded  upon  ttie  symbolic 
degrees.     All  claim  to  be  built  upon  the  Blue  Lodge  as  a  basis  and 
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sach  has  always  been  the  nnderstanding.  In  all  the  hundreds  of  de- 
grees, and  arrangements  into  what  are  termed  rites,  the  symbolic 
degrees  have  been  the  corner  stone. 

As  we  have  said,  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
has  inherent  power  and  authority  over  the  practice  of  its  own  de- 
grees pure  and  simple. 

We  have  also  seen  how  Grand  Lodges  have  asserted  their  control 
over  other  matters  by  their  recognition  and  toleration;  also  by  deny- 
ing the  members  of  their  obedience  the  right  to  fraternize  with  irreg- 
ular bodies,  and  the  principle  is  the  same  whether  it  is  applied  in 
toleration  or  denial  of  such  bodies.  We  have  seen  how  from  its 
origin  the  assertion  of  this  power  by  Grand  Lodges  has  been  steadily 
adhered  to.  We  have  seen  how  the  books  which  contain  the  law  of 
the  crnft  maintain  an  unbrokeu  line  of  authority  sustaining  the  prop- 
osition. We  have  seen  how  the  origin  and  constitution  of  Grand 
Lodges  made  such  the  law  because  it  was  a  necessity  to  the  craft  in 
the  general  plan  and  purposes  for  which  they  were  erected. 

Now  no  rite  is  masonic  except  it  bo  founded  upon  symbolic  ma- 
sonry, and  if  no  rite  which  is  masonic  can  be  worked  without  in 
some  way  2nd  to  some  extent  by  the  use  of  symboUc  ceremonies,  and 
if  the  Grand  Lodge  has  control  over  such  ceremonies,  theo  it  follows 
that  no  rite  masonic  can  be  practiced  without  the  sanctioo,  either  ex- 
press or  implied,  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  And  we  hold  it  to  be  sound 
law  that  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  complete  over  the  mem- 
bers of  its  obedience  in  the  use,  practice,  or  teaching  of  any  rite  or 
degree  containing  auy  part,  sign,  word,  or  symbol  of  any  kind  as  a 
masonic  ceremony  belonging  to  craft  masony. 

The  Grand  Lodge  has  certain  duties  to  perform.  They  are  part  of 
its  work.  They  are  embraced  in  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
erected. 

These  duties  are  enhanced  by  their  importance  to  the  craft  and  to 
the  world.  They  cannot  bo  better  stated  than  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  which  investigated  this  subject  in  Massachusetts.  They 
are,  ''To  protect  the  bodies  of  the  right,  recognized  as  regular  and 
duly  constituted,  from  injury  or  invasion  fomented  in  or  proceeding 
from  this  jurisdiction,  and  for  this  porpose  to  protect  our  Lodges 
from  becoming  forums  whence  schisms,  rivalry,  or  invasion  of  tne 
well  detined  spheres  of  such  masonic  organizations  shall  be  propa- 
gated or  recruited.  To  prevent  our  Lodges  from  being  disturbed  or 
distracted  by  the  agitation  within  them  of  unfriendly  designs  against 
regular  masonic  instutions  existing  in  recognized  friendly  rrlations 
to  this  Grand  Lodge.  To  protect  the  Lodges  Irom  the  entry  of  causes 
of  discord  and  contention  in  their  midst,  and  to  protect  the  craftmen 
against  impostors  and  imposition  attempted  in  the  UAme  and  disgoise 
of  masonry.  To  discourage  and  repress  un masonic  conduct  towards 
brother  Masons,  and  to  preserve  the  just  and  upright  righteousness 
of  the  freemasonry  practiced  in  Massachusetts." 

The  Grand  Lodge  must  not  and  will  not  falter  in  the  performance 
of  the  important  trust  placed  in  its  hands.  The  institution  of  mi^ 
sonry  with  all  its  bright  promises  nnd  glorious  history  must  not  yiela 
to  the  encroachments  of  unworthy  ambitions  or  stand  indifferent  to 
the  selfish  conduct  of  those  who  have  been  honored  with  its  endorse- 
ment, but  for  traffic  are  willing  to  consort  with  spurious  and  clandes- 
tine combinations. 
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A  great  number  of  precedents  may  be  cited  to  show  that  Grand 
Lodges  have  exercised  the  power  and  respected  rigidly  in  their  trea- 
ties of  fraternal  relations  the  right  to  judge  of  the  legitimate  char- 
acter of  the  grand  bodies  and  have  asserted  over  and  over  again  the 
authority  to  determine  these  questions.  This  Grand  Lodge  has  done 
it  frequently  and  the  history  of  the  craft  is  full  of  instances.  We 
refer  to  the  report  of  Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge.  1883,  where  cases 
are  collected  and  the  whole  subject  very  fully  considered.  It  is  hardly 
worth  the  while  to  cite  authorities  farther,  deeming  those  given  suf- 
ficient. 

The  importance  of  the  principle  will,  we  feel  sure,  be  conceded. 
It  is  an  absolute  necessity  in  the  government  of  the  institution  of 
freemasonry  that  this  power  should  be  lodged  somewhere  and  we 
know  of  no  place  so  tit  as  the  Grand  Lodge.  Indeed,  we  assert  that 
there  is  no  ikher  place  for  it  to  rest  and  no  other  body  with  which  it 
can  be  entrusted.  Nor  is  there  any  danger  to  the  craft  from  the 
lodgment  of  this  complete  power  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  a  legis- 
lative and  judicial  body.  Here  by  their  own  represeutatives  are  pre- 
sent every  Lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  and  every  brother  who  is  affilia- 
ted. Here  are  the  highest  interests  and  best  good  of  the  craft  sus- 
tained and  protected.  Here  we  come  to  do  honor  to  the  institution 
and  justice  to  all  concerned.  Need  any  one  fear  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  unless  he  has  deserved  its  disapprobation  ?  Is  there 
any  tribunal  on  earth,  where  justice  to  all,  tempered  with  charity 
and  administered  with  firmness  and  fidelity,  that  can  be  placed  above 
a  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons? 

The  institution  of  masonry  has  long  since  emerged  from  its  esoter- 
ic character  in  a  measure  and  become  one  of  the  great  and  powerful 
influences  of  the  world,  holding  a  front  rank  in  the  works  ot  civiliza- 
tion. It  numbers  a  vast  body  of  active,  zealous  men,  among  whom 
are  restless  spirits,  and,  we  are  sorry  to  admit,  too  many  of  a  turbu- 
lent and  vicious  character.  Our  laws  are  stringent  but  in  a  certain 
sense  without  power  of  enforcement.  Their  only  penalties  are  separa- 
tion from  the  fraternity,  either  absolute  or  qualified.  The  greatest 
punishment  is  expulsion  from  the  Order,  which,  in  a  masonic  point 
of  view,  simply  places  a  brother  beyond  the  pale  of  recognition.  Our 
government  is  one  of  moral  forces  only,  and  powerless  unless  it  can 
be  brought  home  to  the  mind  and  conscience  of  the  wrong-doer.  To 
accomplish  its  object  requires  its  administration  upon  principles  of 
strict  justice,  with  broad,  comprehensive  views  ana  such  a  concen- 
tration of  influences  as  will  emphasize  every  declaration  and  intensify 
every  effect.  The  universal  consent  of  the  fraternity  and  their  loyal 
and  zealous  support  are  necessary,  and  in  no  other  way  can  the  fall 
force  of  masonic  government  be  sustained.  Neither  can  it  be  suc- 
cessful in  the  management  of  the  craft  with  a  limited  control,  audits 
authority  called  in  question  at  the  very  threshold  of  its  exercise.  If 
its  edicts  could  be  enforced  by  the  strong  arm  which  upholds  the  civil 
law;  if  its  courts  conld  be  sustained  as  are  the  courts  of  justice,  there 
would  be  comparatively  no  danger  from  a  conflict  of  ideas  upon  its 
powers  and  pierogatives,  but  such  cannot  be  and  ought  not  to  be. 
Par  better  for  our  society  to  rely  upon  its  moral  forces  and  build  its 
success  upon  the  united  support  of  a  faithful  brotherhood. 
As  we  said  in  the  beginning,  it  may  not  be  that  any  case  has  arisen 
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of  such  a  character  as  to  call  for  interference  by  this  Grandj^Lodge 
with  the  craft  of  its  obedience,  or  to  interdict  their  relations  vith 
other  organizations,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  yonr  committee,  wheneyer 
the  occasion  shall  present  itself,  the  Grand  Lodge  should  not  hesitate 
to  go  forward  and  in  the  exercise  of  its  authority  perform  its  dnt^  to- 
wards the  fraternity  fearlessly,  but  with  strict  observance  of  the  rights 
of  all  concerned. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  a  clear  understanding  upon  the  ques- 
tions involved  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Resoloed,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  declares  its  understanding  of  the 
law  in  relation  to  its  powers  and  authority  over  the  craft  within  its 
jurisdiction  to  be — 

Firstj  That  it  is  the  supreme  authority  in  masonry. 

Secorid.  That  it  has  the  power  to  determine  what  masonry  is. 

Third,  That  it  has  the  power  to  decide  what  masonic  bodies  are  reg- 
ular, wherein  symbolic  masonry  is  used,  shown,  or  made  a  part  of  the 
ceremonies. 

Fburthf  That  it  has  the  power  and  authority  to  prohibit  the  Masons 
of  its  obedience  from  practicing  as  masonic  any  other  rites  than  those 
which  it  declares  to  be  masonic;  and  from  using  any  of  its  esoteric 
ceremonies  as  masonic  ceremonies  in  any  other  body  than  those  it 
shall  hold  to  be  masonic. 

Resolved,  I'hat  this  Grand  Lodge  affirms  the  well  established  doc- 
trine that  it  is  a  Tiolation  of  the  jurisdictional  rights  of  any  Grand 
Lodge  or  other  grand  body  for  a  foreign  organization  of  the  same 
grade  or  rite  to  establish  subordinates  within  the  jurisdiction  of  such 
grand  body,  and  it  is  due  as  well  to  masonic  comity  as  to  the  watch- 
ful care  of  our  own  rights  that  all  attempts  of  such  a  nature  should 
meet  with  the  stern  disapproval  of  this  Grand  Locge. 

Resolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  trusting  to  the  fidelity  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  fraternity,  deems  it  unnecessary  to  legislate  at  this 
time  in  the  manner  of  the  proposed  amendment 

This  was  followed  by  a  very  interesting  sketch  of  the  origin  and 
progress  of  the  various  ''Kites*'  which  are  so  disturbing  our  brethren 
in  the  extreme  northern  jurisdictions,  which  would  doubtless  prove 
interesting  to  you,  but  which  would  swell  our  already  large  propor- 
tions to  too  great  dimensions  if  we  were  to  give  it  to  you. 

Brother  Heury  £.  Burnham  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
George  P.  Cleaves,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  have  another  excellent  review  of  Grand  Lodges  from  Brother 
Albert  S.  Wait,  Alabama,  not  however,  being  among  the  number,  we 
can  only  read  them,  while  regretting  this,  hope  for  **better  luck  next 
time".  We  have  already  occupied  so  much  of  our  space  with  the  re- 
port hereinbefore  copied,  we  must  forbear  further  mention. 
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NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Ninety-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  under  the  supervision  of  our  Key.  Brother  Henry 
Yehslage,  Grand  Master,  with  representatives  from  136  Lodges  pres- 
ent. The  total  membership  is  12,360,  with  an  increase  of  225.  The 
jurisdiction  embraces  149  Lodges. 

The  following  ode  was  sung  to  the  air  of  Old  Hundred,  when  after 
prayer  the  Grand  Master  declared  the  Grand  Lodge  open: 

O  Thou,  whose  presence  fills  all  space — 
Great  Lord  of  lords  and  King  of  kings  ! 

Whose  wondrous  handiwork  we  trace 
Portrayed  in  all  created  things. 

Hear  Thou  our  prayer.  Great  Architect ! 

Endow  us  with  celestial  light ! 
Our  thoughts  and  actions  so  direct 

That  wo  may  love  and  serve  aright. 

And  while  we  lift  our  songs  of  praise, 

We  humbly  ask,  on  bended  knee, 
That  through  the  remnant  of  our  days 

Our  friend  and  guide  Thou  still  wUt  be. 

And  oh!  our  Father  and  our  king, 
When  death  dissolves  our  earthly  tie; 

Beneath  the  shadow  of  Thy  wing 
Conduct  U8  to  the  Lodge  on  high. 

We  take  pleasure  in  copying  the  following  from  the  address: 

It  is  also  gratifying  to  know  of  the  general  prosperity  that  has 
marked  the  year's  history,  and  more  than  all  to  note  that  a  higher 
standard  of  qnalification  is  held,  both  for  securing  and  retaining;  mem- 
bership in  a  Lodge,  because  it  is  better  understood  that  profanity  and 
intemperance,  and  other  vices,  are  totally  inconsistent  with  the  teach- 
ings of  Masonry  and  the  pledge  of  a  Mason.  It  is  a  good  thing  to 
know  the  text  of  the  ritual— but  far  better  to  know  and  exemplify  the 
grand  truths  it  teaches.  Masons'  lips  may  and  should  be  silent  in  the 
world  as  to  Masonry's  mysteries,  but  the  spirit  of  its  teachings  will 
make  men's  lives  vocal.  Let  us  remember  that  of  this  fair  structure, 
whose  strength  and  symmetry  are  a  theme  of  rejoicing,  we  each  form 
a  part,  and  then  we  shall  more  watchfully  guard  against  every  per- 
sonal weakness,  every  failure  in  the  upright,  square  and  level  course 
of  conduct,  and  then  also  shull  we  contribute,  by  positive  endeavor, 
to  extend  and  confirm  the  application  of  those  vital  principles  of 
which  this  venerable  Fraternity  is  the  exponent. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona  was  acknowledged. 
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The  basiness  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  local  in  its  character. 

Brother  Joseph  W.  Gongdon  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Bio. 
Joseph  H.  Hongh,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Grand  Lodge  having  completed  its  labors,  sang  the  following 
to  the  tnne  of  Auld  Lang  Syne,  and  was  then  closed: 

Come,  Brothers  of  the  mystic  tie, 

Join  in  a  parting  hymn 
Of  gratitude  to  God  on  high. 

The  Architect  Supreme. 
The  glorious  Architect  Supreme, 

To  whom  all  praise  is  due 
For  blessings  rare  vouchsafed  by  Him, 

And  mercies  ever  new. 

We  part,  perhaps  no  more  to  meet 

The  Brothers  whom  we  love, 
But  let  us  hope  each  one  to  greet 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  above. 
Adieu!  adieu!  each  Brother  dear, 

Each  Craftsman  tried  and  true ; 
With  kindly  grip  and  love  sincere 

A  heart-warm,  fond  adieu! 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  made  by  Brother  James  A.  Nor- 
ton. Alabama  for  1883,  as  usual  comes  up  first,  and  is  kindly  men- 
tioned. 

Under  District  of  Columbia,  replying  to  some  remarks  of  Brother 
Singleton's  Correspondence  Committee,  relative  to  a  ruling  of  M.  W. 
Brother  Hardacre  of  New  Jersey,  that  a  W.  Master  must  refer  an  ap- 
plication for  initiation  or  membership,  Brother  Norton  replied: 

In  New  Jersey  a  petition  for  initiation  or  membership,  when  for- 
mally received  by  a  Lodge,  must  be  referred  to  an  investigating  com- 
mittee. It  is  the  usual  course  in  Lodges  to  move  to  "receive  and  re- 
fer to  a  committee"  —both  incorporated  in  one  motion.  We  interpret 
Grand  Master  Hardacre's  decision  to  mean  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
Worshipful  Master  to  appoint  an  investigating  committee  without 
waiting  for  a  formxl  motion  to  that  effect,  and  certainly  to  mean  that 
it  is  the  Worshipful  Master's  duty  to  disregard  any  motion  or  sugges- 
tion to  dispense  with  an  investigating  committee. 

It  frequently  happens  that  the  well  known  character  of  an  appli- 
cant renders  the  reference  to  a  committee  a  matter  of  pure  form;  it 
must  be  done  none  the  less  in  New  Jersey  if  the  petition  is  received. 

This  appears  to  us  to  be  entirely  correct,  else  what  becomes  of  Art 
y  of  the  '*01d  Regulations,"  which  says  that  '*No  man  can  be  accept- 
ed a  member  of  a  particular  Lodge  without  previous  notice,  one 
month  before  given  to  the  Lodge;  in  order  to  make  due  inquiry  inio  (he 
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reputation  atul  caprtcity  of  the  candidatej  unless  by  a  dispensatioD."  Now 
it  has  been  so  well  established  that  *'what  is  every  one's  basiness  is 
nobody  V  as  to  have  run  into  an  adage,  hence  the  committee. 

While  here  we  would  like  Brother  Singleton  to  remark  the  only 
method  by  which  this  inquii'y  and  month's  notice  can  be  avoided. 
We  know  how  great  an  admirer  of  our  P.  G.  M.  Cobb,  for  his  ultra 
strict  constitutional  views.  But,  although  these  *'01d  Regulations" 
are  in  many  parts  liable  to  be  changed  at  the  pleasure  of  a  Grand 
Lodge,  yet  the  edict  or  constitution  changing,  or  abrogating  them, 
should  be  very  explicit,  that  the  Brethren  may  know  whether  or  not 
they  shall  "admit  that  it  is  (not)  in  the  power  of  any  man,  or  body  of 
men,  to  make  innovations  in  the  body  of  Masonry,"  XI  of  Ancient 
Charges  on  installing  a  Master.  Again  we  call  his  attention  to  XTV; 
which  also  asserts,  **That  no  person  can  be  regularly  made  a  Mason 
in,  or  admitted  a  member  of,  any  regular  Lodge,  without  previous 
notice  and  due  inquiry  into  his  character".  These,  with  other  charg- 
es, every  Master  of  a  Lodge  has  solemnly  promised  to  observe. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

After  our  report  for  last  year  h<id  for  some  time  been  in  the  hands 
of  the  printer,  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  1883  were 
received  and  the  following  written  and  forwarded  to  our  Grand  Sec- 
retary, who  returned  it  with  the  indorsement,  **toolate."  We  now 
give  it  to  you  as  then  written. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  the  11th  December, 
1883,  with  Grand  Master  Wooten  in  the  East ;  all  the  Lodges,  eight 
in  number,  being  represented.  We  have  no  means  of  giving  the 
membership,  as  no  table  of  statistics  is  furnished,  but  the  increase 
in  numbers  during  the  year  in  these  and  two  U.  D.  was  67.  On  this 
subject  the  committee  on  lodges  working  under  dispensations  make 
the  following  remarks  : 

This  shows  that  these  Lodges  either  have  an  abundance  of  material 
to  work  on  or  are  not  sufficiently  <»ireful  in  their  investigations  and 
requirements.  We  deem  it  well,  therefore,  to  caution  the  brethren 
that  the  strength  of  a  Lodge  does  not  always  lie  in  its  numbers;  that 
it  is  wqII  to  build  up  surely,  even  if  slowly.  It  is  much  easier  and 
safer  to  be  even  too  exacting  in  the  standard  of  their  material  than 
to  get  rid  of  an  unworthy  brother  after  he  has  been  once  received 
into  the  Lodge.  This  is  a  mistake  that  young  Lodges  are  too  apt  to 
make. 

n 
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The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master,  with  the  modifications  made  by 
the  committee  on  jarispmdenoe  and  approved  by  Grand  Lodge  are  in 
consonance  with  what  is  supposed  by  as  to  be  good  masonic  law. 

Brother  Wm.  B.  Ghilders  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
David  J.  Miller,  Grand  Secretary.  We  find  in  the  fly  leaf  a  notice 
however,  that  ''the  address  of  the  Grand  Secretary  is  A.  A.  Keen, 
Las  Vegas,  N.  M."  What  has  become  of  onr  friend  atid  the  representa- 
tive of  Alabama,  David  J.  Miller  ?  Has  he  passed  the  veils  and  gone 
to  account  to  the  Sapreme  Grand  Master  ?  or  has  he  tired  of  the 
good  work,  or  moved  his  domicile  beyond  the  jnrisdiction  ?  or  does 
his  bnsiness  preclnde  proper  attention  to  the  duties?  Why  the 
change  ? 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  not,  as  usual,  from  his  pen,  bat 
is  the  combined  work  of  three  brethren,  one  of  whom  was  at  this 
communication  elected  Grand  Master,  as  above,  another  whose  ini- 
tials are  appended  to  most  of  the  reviews,  was,  like  Brother  Miller, 
an  eleve  of  one  of  our  Alabama  Lodges— Brother  Augustus  Z.  Hog- 
gins—who, when  noticing  the  death  of  our  P.  G.  M.  Wilson  Williams, 
speaks  thus  : 

While  Master  of  Tuckabatchee  Lodge,  about  the  yeiir  1851  or  '52,  we 
conferred  the  three  degre^^s  upon  Hro.  Williams,  and  from  the  inter- 
est he  then  took  and  the  quick  appreciation  he  displayed  in  pursuing 
the  study  of  Masonic  principles  and  love,  we  are  not  surprised  that 
ultimately  he  arose  to  the  dignity  of  Grand  Master.  Thirty  years 
since  when  we  were  a  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  what 
changes  !  But  two  of  our  then  associates  we  now  recognize  up'>n 
the  list— brothers  David  Clopton  and  James  M.  Brundidge.  We 
knew  thorn  as  young  men  ;  were  we  to  meet  now  the  changes  to  be 
noted  would  be  almost  appalling.  Alabama  is  our  Masonic  mother. 
How  grateful  it  would  be  to  us  to  return  to  the  loved  State  and  find 
people  and  things  as  they  were  !    But  no,  all  would  be  new  to  us. 

Even  so.  Every  thing  having  life  must  sooner  or  later  die.  The 
stars,  the  suns,  the  worlds  are  living  but  to  die.  Yet  is  this  to  be  no 
more  ?  Although  such  changes  have  taken  place  our  brother  would 
still  find  warm  hearts  and  vigorous  hands  to  grasp  and  gre-^t  him. 
Thirty-three  years  since  we  turned  our  back  on  Santa  Fe.  What 
monstrous  changes  have  these  years  wrought?  The  outlines  of  the 
country  remain,  but  all  else,  how  altered  ! 

We  would  not  that  our  brother  should  suppose  that  we  intended 
to  convey,  by  the  language  used  iu  the  introduction  to  our  report, 
that  we  had  accomplished  the  impossible  feat  of  making  the  review 
in  fifteen  days.  The  record  should  elsewhere  have  shown  that  this 
was  but  a  plea  to  be  allowed  time  to  complete  the  report  for  the  prin- 
ter, which  was  granted  by  Grand  Lodge. 
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Not  solely  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Mex- 
ico, bat  as  an  humble  reading  Mason  we  had  very  distinct  views  as 
to  the  difficulty  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Missouri,  but 
any  expression  of  them  now  would  be  out  of  place,  and  worse  than 
useless. 

The  pamphlet  bears  the  impress  of  having  been  printed  in  Phila- 
delphia.    Why  so? 

The  Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held 
on  the  I8th  November,  1884,  under  the  supervision  of  the  R.  W.  D. 
Grand  Master,  Cornelius  Bennett,  as  Grand  Master,  the  M.  W.  G. 
Master  being  unavoidably  absent  trom  the  Territory.  Nine  of  the 
ten  Lodges  within  this  jurisdiction  were  represented  ;  total  member- 
ship being  482,  an  increase  of  80  since  last  report. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  are  in  full  accord  with  the 
principles  of  Masonry.  He  allowed  a  Lodge  to  meet  in  a  hall  which 
had  not  been  dedicated  and  consecrated  to  Masonry,  and  he  thinks 
that  **  no  newly  chartered  Lodge  is  in  working  order  until  its  lodge 
room  has  been  consecrated  and  dedicated." 

The  Grand  Master  uttered  some  wholesome  truths  and  urged  the 
brethren  to  an  application  of  the  teachings  of  the  fraternity  in  their 
lives  and  conduct. 

On  this  subject  he  said: 

We  are  all,  I  have  no  doubt,  fully  sensible  of  the  high  requirements 
of  our  protVssion.  He  who  siucerely  endeavors  to  circumscribe  his 
life  by  the  compasses,  to  keep  his  passions  within  due  bounds,  and 
plumb  the  line  of  rectitude  before  God  and  man,  has  no  easy  task 
before  him  as  he  travels  the  level  of  time.  All  of  us  are  panfuUy 
conscious  of  a  failure  to  reach  the  high  standard  the  institutions  of 
masonry  place  before  us.  but  without  honest  efforts  on  our  part  to 
come  as  near  the  mark  as  weak  human  nature  can,  the  beautiful  les- 
sons in  morals  taught  by  ouv  symbols  and  allegories  become  empty 
works  and  hollow  mockeries,  and  we  Pharisees  and  hypocrites.  Let 
us  all  endeavor  to  promote  the  cause  of  masonry  by  the  practice  of 
its  every  virtue  in  our  daily  lives  and  conduct.  And  let  us,  too,  re- 
member, that  our  own  tasks  will  not  be  rendered  easier  by  the  admis- 
sion of  unworthy  stones  into  the  walls  of  its  temple.  There  are  im- 
perfect stones  enough  in  them  already. 

The  desire  to  increase  their  membership  is  too  much  indulged  in 
our  subordinate  lodges.  We  should  endeavor  to  strengthen  it  by 
accessions.  Masourv  should  receive  no  man  into  its  ranks  to  reform 
him.  Everj'  doubt  as  to  the  desirability  of  a  candidate  should  be 
solved  in  favor  of  the  fraternity,  for  its  honors  are  no  man's  due.  I 
nm  constiained  to  make  these  remarks  from  a  conviction  that  the 
ideas  attempted  to  be  conveyed  by  them,  while  by  no  means  novel,  are 
often  lost  sight  of  in  our  subordinate  lod^^es. 
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The  treasury  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  in  a  healthy  conditioo,  with 
a  cash  balance  of  over  $700. 

We  regret  to  see  that  our  Representative  who  has  been  the  Grand 
Secretary  since  the  inception  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  felt  constrained  to 
decline  re-election,  bat  with  pride  we  copy  the  action  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  on  his  retirement,  and  this  we  the  more  feel,  because  he  was 
an  eleve  of  one  of  the  Lodges  of  this  State. 

We  copy  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  relation  to  him: 

The  following  resolutions  were,  on  motion,  unanimously  adopted: 

Whebeas,  Our  R.  W.  Bro.  David  J.  Miller,  who  has  served  as  Grand 
Secretary  of  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  since  its  institution, 
with  exemplary  fidelity,  unselfishness,  consummate  skill,  and  in  a 
most  satisfactory  manner,  has  declined  re-election  to  that  honorable 
and  responsible  position  ; 

Thenfore  be  U  resolved^  by  this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Ixxlge,  That 
the  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  hereby  ex- 
tended to  our  well  beloved  R.  W.  Bro.  Miller,  for  his  faithful,  constant 
and  great  services  to  Masonry  and  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  that  the 
best  wishes  of  this  Most  Worshipful  Body  are  hereby  tendered  to 
said  R.  W.  Bro.  Miller  for  his  future  prospects  and  welfare,  and  that 
he  may  rest  assured  that  so  long  as  Masonry  flourishes  amongst  us, 
his  name  will  always  be  mentioned  with  reverance,  love  and  respect, 
and  that  warm  hearts  beat  for  him,  and  hands  are  always  ready  to 
clasp  his  in  a  brotherly  and  friendly  manner  among  the  craft  in  New 
Mexico. 

Eesolvedf  That  Grand  Secretary  furnish  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
suitably  engrossed  and  framed  to  R.  W.  Bro.  David  J.  Miller,  and  to 
each  subordinate  Lodge  m  this  jurisdiction. 

Resolved.  That  in  view  of  the  services,  past  and  present,  rendered 
with  none,  or  very  small  compensation,  by  our  R.  W.  Bro.  David  J. 
Miller,  retiring  Grand  Secretary,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  from  the  funds  of  this  Most 
Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  to  be  paid  the  said  R.  W.  Brother,  and 
Brother  Miller  is  hereby  earnestly  and  urgently  requested  to  ac- 
cept the  same  as  slight  token  of  the  good  will  and  fraternal  feeling 
this  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  bears  toward  him  as  a  Mason  and 
as  a  member. 

Bro.  Cornelius  Bennett  was  made  Grand  Master  ;  Brother  Alphens 
A.  Keen,  Grand  Secretary. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

From  this  far  distant  section  we  have  the  pamphlet  containing  the 
proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  various  quarterly  commnnica- 
tions  from  June  1882  to  June  1884,  inclusive.  We  rejoice  to  see  the 
steady  growth  of  Masonry  in  this  far  distant  land,  betokening  that 
there,  as  elsewhere,  its  benign  influences  are  fully  felt  and  appreoia- 
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ted.  The  growth  in  lodges  is  constant  and  the  nnmber  of  those 
seeking  admittance  within  the  family  is  great. 

The  feeling  pervading  the  members  is  nn  admirable  one,  and  the 
mildest  aud  most  conservative  of  counsels  prevail  in  relation  to  the 
position  of  the  mother  Grand  Lodges.  In  time  the  opposition  to  the 
recognition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  by  these  will  yield  to  a  desire  to 
cnltivate  the  friendliest  of  intercourse,  and  this  Grand  Lodge  will 
then  display  its  light  iindimmed  by  the  sneers  of  their  mother  Grand 
Lodges. 

At  every  quarterly  communication  notices  of  recognition  by  other 
Grand  Lodges  were  read.  We  entertain  now  no  doubt  of  the  great 
good  to  result  from  the  organization  of  this  power,  ever  present  in 
their  midst  supervising,  advising,  directing  and  admonishing  our 
brethren  of  Australia.  Already  another  Grand  Lodge  has  sprung  up 
in  Victoria  and  still  another  in  South  Australia  to  do  good,  to  strength- 
en the  bonds  of  fraternal  affection,  to  aid  the  distressed,  to  sympa- 
thise with  the  unfortunate,  and,  more  than  all,  to  direct  at  home  the 
distnbation  of  the  funds  gathered  from  the  brethren  thero  among 
those  most  needy. 

The  business  is  conducted  mostly  by  the  Board  of  General  Pur- 
poses with  the  approval  and  sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  They  are 
anxious  that  the  work  shall  be  well  dune  when  'tis  done,  and  consid- 
ered the  propriety  of  requiring  all  who  aspired  to  be  masters  of  lodges 
to  prove  their  competency  before  a  board  of  installed  masters. 

A  movement  at  a  special  communication,  held  in  April,  1883,  **  to- 
wards securing  conditional  recognition  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Great  Britain,  based  onconcurrent  jurisdiction  in  New  South  Wales," 
with  what  result  we  are  unabie  to  say. 

Brother  H.  J.  Tarrant,  Grand  Master  ;  Brother  Nicholas  Weekes, 
Grand  Secretary. 

An  excellent  and  concise  review  of  the  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodges 
received  was  made,  but  we  regret  to  state  that  among  them  we  failed 
to  find  ours.     We  hope  h'»wever,  for  better  luck  next  time. 

NEW  YORK. 

We  t»»ok  up  the  Proceedings  ot  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  An- 
nual Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  over  which  Grand  Master 
William  A  Brodie,  presided,  with  some  apprehension  because  of  its 
very  voluminous  appearance,  but  have  relinquished  it  now  with  re- 
gret. Vie  have  found  much  therein  to  interest  and  improve;  the  bus- 
iness of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  almost  wholly  of  its  internal  relations. 

This  Communication  was  held  on  June  2,  1885. 
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Wo  find  no  where  a  summary  of  the  strength  of  the  Fraternity  io 
New  York;  yet  we  learn  from  the  Grand  Master's  address,  that  two 
dispensations  were  granted  by  him  for  the  formation  of  new  Lodges, 
a  number  having  been  applied  for.  but  these  only  having  been  deem- 
ed ueoessaty  for  the  welfare  of  the  Order. 

As  to  the  condition  of  thi&  uamber  of  oar  brethren,  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter thus  speaks: 

I  congratulate  you  upon  the  peace  and  harmony  that  exists  within 
our  own  borders  and  between  this  nnd  other  Grand  Lodges;  and  I 
congratulate  you  that  the  fraternity  in  this  jurisdiction,  the  United 
States  and  the  world  at  large  is  not  m  its  decadence,  but  that  it  occu- 
pies a  higher  position  in  the  world  than  ever  before,  and  notwith- 
standing the  fulminations  of  Papal  bigotry  or  the  criticism  of  phari- 
saical  zealots  just  so  long  as  its  grand  principles  of  Brotherly-ioTe, 
Relief,  and  Truth  prevail  among  us,  will  the  Masonic  fraternity  com- 
mand the  world's  respect,  and  maintain  its  rightful  place  as  the  grand- 
est human  institution  in  existence. 

And  he  announced  the  fact  that  the  little  cloud  which  appeared 
upon  thnir  masonic  horizon,  (a  society  named  Veritas  of  German  ori- 
gin,) and  at  one  time  excited  fears  of  its  becoming  cyclonish  in  its 
effect,  had  been  readily  dissipated  and  all  was  calm  and  harmonious 
again.     For  this  state  we  congratulate  our  brethren. 

A  very  interesting  feature  during  the  year  was  the  laying  of  the 
corner  stone  of  the  Bertholdi  Statute  foundation,  at  which  some  very 
excellent  speeches  were  made. 

But  there  is  one  portion  of  this  address,  that  I  cannot  readily  re- 
frain from  placing  before  you  brethren,  it  is  entitled  by  her 

A   VITAI,   QUESTION. 

Of  late  there  has  been  considerable  discussion  in  the  public  press 
and  in  masonic  circles,  in  relation  to  a  case  of  discipline  in  a  masonic 
lodge  in  Toronto,  in  which  the  question  of  belief  in  God  as  requisite 
to  masonic  good  standing  was  involved.  It  is  unnecessary  herein  to 
review  this  particular  case,  but  I  believe  that  the  honor  of  our  grand 
old  fraternity  demands  thnt  in  these  days  when  infidelity  is  rife  and 
when  even  some  so-called  masonic  periodicals  make  light  of  that 
foundation-stone  of  Freemasonry — belief  in  the  Supreme  being— there 
should  go  forth  from  official  sources,  words  on  this  subject  of  no  un- 
certain sound.  If  there  be  no  (iod  in  Masonry,  aye,  if  belief  in  Grod 
be  not  the  corner-stone  upon  which  Freemasonry  is  founded,  then 
indeed  is  it  in  its  decadence  and  its  days  are  numbered.  But,  breth- 
ren, we  have  not  reached  this  low  plane.  I  know  that  as  I  here  and 
now  put  the  question  to  the  more  than  seven  hundred  representatives 
of  lodges  in  this  great  jurisdiction —**In  whom  do  you  put  your 
trust?"  -that  your  hearts  throb  back  the  answer— **In  God."    Free- 
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masonry  is  neither  Godless  or  anti-Christian,  nor  is  it  sectarian.  It 
embraces  in  its  membership  men  of  all  creeds  and  no  creed— Jew, 
Mohau^medan,  Christian,  all  are  found  within  its  broad  fold,  bat  none 
who  do  not  acknowledge  the  existence  of  one  Supreme  Being,  who 
ruleth  all  things  and  to  whom  all  owe  allegiance.  To  mv  Hebrew 
brother  it  is  the  God  of  Israel  -  to  the  Mohammedan,  the  God  as  re- 
vealed in  the  great  open  book  of  the  starry-decked  heavens — to  the 
Christian,  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

It  has  been  charged  that  *'had  they  (the  Masons)  courage  of  their 
convictions  they  would  pluck  the  name  of  the  Supreme  being  out  of 
their  ritual."  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the  truth  than  such  an 
assertion.  To  eliminate  the  name  of  the  Deity  from  our  ritual  would 
leave  but  an  empty  shell.  Yes,  there  is  room  within  our  broad  fold 
for  those  of  aP  creeds  and  no  creed,  bat  our  doors  are  not  open  to  the 
atheist,  nor  is  there  room  within  our  portals  for  him. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  interesting  portions  of  the  pamphlet  is  the 
report  of  the  Lodge  of  relief,  and  we  would  extract  the  whole  of  it,  to 
show  you  what  united  f  ffort  could  accomplish,  and  how  much  may 
be  saved  and  how  many  impostors  exposed  by  experienced  labor,  if  it 
would  not  occupy  too  much  space. 

Brother  Frank  K.  Lawrence  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  at  the  head  of  which  stands 
that  able  masonic  writer  John  W.  Simons,  in  the  introduction  thus 
give  their  views  as  to  the  legality  of  Grand  Lodges,  or  what  should 
be  requisite  to  so  constitute  them  that  they  should  be  recognized  by 
01  her  Grand  Lodges: 

« 

We  make  a  special  report  as  to  one  or  more  organizations  claiming 
to  be  masonic  and  regular,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Craft  is  fra- 
ternally directed.  No  oue  could  possibly  be  more  delighted  than  we 
hhould  were  the  governing  powers  of  Freemasonry  to  agree  that  lodg- 
es of  symbolic  masonry  should  be  governed  only  by  Grand  Lodges 
erected  by  themselves  and  owing  no  allegiance  to  bodies  of  any  other 
system  or  rite  whatever.  In  this  direction  matters  are  progressing, 
but  there  is  still  a  long  interval  to  be  bridged  over  before  we  can  pass 
from  shore  to  shore  in  perfect  union  and  propriety;  nor  can  we  pos- 
sibly admit  that  a  small  contingent  of  lodges,  however  regular  in 
their  formation,  shall  assume  power  to  govern  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority quite  as  regular  as  themselves.  Otherwise  matters  are  moving 
along  in  quietude  towards  the  hoped  for  time  when  we  shall  all  be  of 
one  mind 

Alabama  is  kindly  noticed. 

Recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victo- 
ria refused. 
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NOVA  SCOTIA. 

We  have  the  ProceediDgs  of  both  the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth 
Annual  CominanicationH  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  the  lant  held  Jnne 
3,  1885,  under  the  supervision  of  the  R.  W.  D.  Grand  Master,  W.  E. 
Starratt,  M.  W.  J.  Winburn  Laurie,  Grand  Master,  being  necessarily 
absent  on  official  duty,  he  being  of  the  army  then  in  North  West  Ter- 
ritory. 

Upon  the  call  of  the  roll  representatives  from  43  Lodges  were  found 
to  be  present.  The  Grand  Master  forwarded  to  the  Grand  Lodge, 
however,  his  address.  He  granted  a  dispensation  to  confer  the  d<^ 
grees  out  of  time;  he  ruled  that  objection  to  a  candidate  after  ballot 
must  be  sustained;  he  ruled  that  an  objection  after  the  F.  C.  degree 
had  been  conferred  should  be  stated,  and  the  Lodge  left  to  judge  of 
its  sufficiency. 

The  D.  G.  Master  also  granted  a  dispensation  to  confer  the  3rd  de- 
gree within  the  constitutional  time. 

The  Committee  on  Grand  Master's  address,  however,  **expre8« 
their  regret  at  the  necessity,  so  much  more  frequently  existing  than 
usual,  of  shortening  the  customary  period  between  the  conferring  of 
the  2d  and  3d  degrees." 

Brother  Laurie  was  again  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  B. 
Currcn,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Nineteenth  \nnnal  Communication  was  held  on  4  June,  1884, 
Grand  Master  Laurie,  presiding,  39  Lodges  were  represented.  There 
are  at  present  66  Lodges  with  a  membership  of  2966;  the  gain  during 
the  two  years  having  been  117.  In  looking  over  the  abstract  of  returns, 
we  are  struck  with  the  number  marked  as  * 'missing*'  annually,  there 
having  been  54  one  year  and  66  the  next. 

Of  a  Lodge  working  under  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, he  thus  speaks  of  the  harmonious  intercourse  existing  between 
the  members  of  this  Lodge  and  those  of  obedience  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia.  Each  and  all  evincing  the  true  masonic  feel- 
ing: 

I  am  still  most  happy  to  report  that  no  practical  inconvenience  is 
experienced  by  the  continued  existence  among  us  of  Koyal  Standard 
Lodge,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  G  L.  of  England.  This  is  tob^ 
ascribed  to  the  true  Masonic  feeling  to  be  found  in  that  Lodge,  as 
well  as  amongst  our  own  members.  The  healthy  emulati'in  which 
exists  in  Royal  Standard  has  made  it  a  model  Lodge  in  its  work.  Re- 
ciprocal courtesies  are  repeatedly  interchanged  between  it  and  oar 
own  Lodges. 
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We  are  highly  pleased  with  his  very  temperate  notice  of  the  Pope's 
encyclical  letter.     It  is  as  follows: 

With  regret  I  return  to  the  subject  of  the  Encyclical  lately  issned 
against  Freemasonry  by  Pope  Leo  XIII.,  who  bears  a  high  reputation 
as  an  enlightened  and  liberal-minded  man.  The  Roman  Pontiff  is 
strangely  in  error  in  the  information  he' has  acquired  as  to  the  princi- 
ples and  aims  of  Freemasonry;  no  greater  mistake  could  have  been 
made  than  to  assert  that  Freemasonry  denies  divine  revelation  and 
repudiates  dogmatical  religion. 

The  first  principle  of  Freemasonry  requires  the  recognition  of  a 
Supremo  Being;  but  its  scope  is  n<>t  limited  by  the  bounds  of  any 
one  form  of  religious  belie! ;  it  aims  at  extending  throughout  the 
whole  human  family  the  principles  of  morality,  brotherly  love,  re- 
lief and  truth  are  the  practices  it  inculcates;  obedience  to  the  civil 
authority,  and  a  positive  prohibition  of  plots  and  conspiracies  against 
the  state  are  enforced  by  its  rules,— to  deal  justly  with  all,  to  recog- 
nize that  all  have  equal  rights,  but  that  a  man's  honest  earnings, 
whethei  of  position  or  wealth,  are  gifts  of  the  Supreme  fieing,  and 
thus  by  God's  as  well  as  man's  law,  should  be  secured  to  him;  this  is 
the  socialism  of  true  equality'  we  preach,  and  endeavor  to  practice. 

Our  little  Province  has  nut  many  points  on  which  it  can  boast  itself 
as  taking  a  lead,  but  it  is  able  to  advert  to  its  action  as  the  pioneer  in 
the  removal  of  religious  disabilities;  and  we  own  an  honest  prine  in 
the  knowledge  that  men  of  different  denominations  can  here  live  side 
by  side,  without  permitting  their  sectarian  differences  which  they 
honestly  recognize,  to  cause  even  a  ripple  to  pass  over  the  surface  of 
their  social  or  political  life.  Few  communities  can  say  as  much.  I 
well  remember  the  late  Archbishop  Connolly,  in  an  address  delivered 
by  him  at  Pictou,  pointing  out  that  we  had  ninety-nine  subjects  on 
whic\i  our  sentiments  were  in  accord,  and  surely  it  was  not  worth 
while  always  to  be  harping  on  the  hundredth  on  which  we  happen  to 
differ!  Our  lamented  friend  had  never  passed  within  the  portals  of 
a  Masonic  Lodge;  but  in  that  proposition  he  gave  expression  to  the 
truest  Masonic  principles;  and  I  claim  him  in  this  as  an  exponent  of 
what  we  desir^  to  inculcate,  and  thereby  enable  us  as  a  people  to 
practice  in  the  Province  what  we,  as  a  Craft,  desire  to  see  universally 
adopted  throughout  the  world. 

In  a  recent  address  delivered  by  Cardinal  Manning,  R.  C.  Archbish- 
op of  Westminster,  in  London,  he  is  reported  to  have  said:  '*If  any 
**one  thing  had  given  to  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  last  5u  years  the 
"power  of  rising  again  above  the  opposition  and  predjudice  of  this 
* 'country,  it  was  the  mauifestation  of  the  undeniable  charity  of  their 
**priests,  of  their  nuns  nursing  in  hospitals  and  in  the  houses  of  the 
**poor,  ill  those  pestilential  dwellings  where  our  poor  were  poisoned 
"and  extinguished,  and  of  the  generosity  and  self-denial  of  the 
"laity." 

Are  not  these  very  statements  and  arguments  applicable  to  the  sta- 
tus of  Masonry?  More  than  i!42,UUO  are  subscribed  yearly  in  England 
by  Masonic  Lodges  towards  the  maintenance  of  aged  Freemasons  and 
their  destitute  children!  Enormous  sums  were  raised,  almost  in  a 
moment,  in  the  Northern  States,  when  the  news  of  the  epidemic  fever 
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in  Memphis  and  other  stricken  districts  reached  the  men  of  the  North, 
and  personal  service,  just  such  a-t  that  spoken  of  by  Cardinal  Man- 
ning, was  as  freely  rendered;  physicians  abiudoned  lucrative  practi- 
ces, and,  accompanied  by  voluuteer  nurses  to  attend  the  helpless 
sick,  took  their  lives  in  their  hands,  in  many  cases  never  to  return, 
and  pressed  down  to  tight  the  destroyer. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  an  ecclesiastic  who  is  supposed  to  speak 
with  such  authority,  should  have  been  led  to  bring  such  charges 
against  an  organization  which  he  can  only  know  from  ill-informed 
advisers. 

Like  all  other  institutions  of  men,  the  component  parts  are  fallible; 
but  1  feel  justified  in  appealing  to  our  past  record,  and  to  the  princi- 
ple s  by  which  we  are  guided,  however  imperfectly  carried  out,  and  /O 
the  certainty  that,  however  iudividuals  may  err,  the  Craft  as  a  body 
will  come  out  triumphantly  from  every  attack;  and  if  misrepresenta- 
tion follow  us,  we  will  follow  the  advice  of  John  Wesley,  and  live  it 
down. 

The  reports  on  correspondence  are  by  Brother  David  C.  Moore, 
but  in  them  we  fail  to  find  those  from  our  jurisdiction.  Why  is  this? 
There  are  those  from  the  uttermost  limits  of  our  Grand  Confederation 
of  State,  yet,  that  we,  who  are  but  a  few  days  distant,  should  not  be 
heard  from,  surpasses  our  knowledge.  Pray,  Brother  Sayre,  be  par 
ticular  in  forwarding  them,  and  be  sure  yon  put  enough  stamps  upon 
them  to  insure  their  reaching  their  destination. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Fourteenth  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  Province,  held  on  20th  June,  1885,  with  R.  W. 
Brother  Thomas  Trounce,  D.  G.  Master,  as  Grand  Master,  (the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  Edgar  Cole  Baker,  being  unavoidably  absent  in  at- 
tendance upon  the  Canadian  Parliament),  and  representatives  from 
six  chartered  Lodges,  all  there  are  in  the  Province.  The  membership 
is  312,  being  an  increase  of  11  since  last  report. 

Notwithstanding  his  absence  the  Grand  Master  sent  an  address  to 
the  Grand  Lodge  which  was  exceedingly  interesting,  and,  doubtless, 
esteemed  instructive  by  his  brethren.  It  dealt  with  the  origin  and 
history  of  our  Order.  He  thinks  we  may  discard  the  wild  theories  of 
many,  and  that  it  is  *'all  Hufficing  to  know  that  our  croft  is  Ancient 
and  Honorable,'  irrespective  of  what  precise  age  it  really  sprung 
from." 

We  are  not  willing  to  let  so  good  and  practical  an  address  pass 
without  letting  you,  also,  my  brethren,  enjoy  some  of  it,  so  we  ex- 
tract a  part : 
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The  history  of  Freemasonry— long  vf^iled  io  mystery  interwoven 
with  legends,  purposely  distorted  by  misrepresentations,  has  thsongh 
the  profoand  and  conscientious  researches  of  some  few  solitary  and 
anprejiidiced  Brethren,  acquired  of  late  years  a  sure  foundation  upon 
scien title  principles.  1  refer  more  especially  to  the  origin  of  the  Fra- 
ternity, concerning  which,  even  to  this  day,  the  most  c<>nfused,  ridi- 
oulous  and  discordant  opinions  prevail ;  blended  by  absurd  selfcon- 
ceit  and  an  eccentric  desire  to  prove  the  extreme  antiquity  of  the 
Institution.  Many  Masons  have  combatted,  most  strenuously,  the 
idea  that  the  Fraternity  originated  in  the  **Operative  Masons  f'  or, 
seeing  that  the  ancient  symbolical  marks  and  ceremonials  in  our 
Lodges  btat  a  very  striking  resemblance  to  those  of  the  "Mysteries 
of  the  Ancients,"  have  allowed  themselves  to  be  deceived  and  led 
astray,  imagine  they  cun  trace  back  the  history  of  the  **craft"  into 
the  cloudy  mists  of  antiquity;  they  have,  in  fact,  allowed  their  zeal 
to  over-ride  their  discretion  which  not  unfrequently  involves  entan- 
glement in  unessential  particulars  and  the  mnin  object  is  lost.  The 
actual  idea  of  Freemasonry  is  unquestionably  as  old  as  human  civili- 
zation, having  its  source  in  the  human  heart  as  language  has  its  in 
the  ^pirits,  and  therefore  it  is  that  we  find  the  idea  of  Freemasonry 
already  existing  in  the  remotest  ages  as  a  shadowy  presentiment. 
Rev.  Bro.  Oliver  in  his  **  Antiquities  of  Freemasonry,"  with  all  grav- 
ity, places  the  origin  of  Masonry  even  prior  to  the  Creation,  tracing 
its  germs  back  to  the  very  honeymoon  of  Paradise,  and  also  informs 
us  that  Moses  was  Grand  Master,  and  Joshua  his  Deputy.  Another 
Masonic  writer  attributes  ii  to  the  followers  of  Pythagoras,  another 
to  the  Essent^s  and  first  Christians  ;  many  to  the  building  of  King 
Solomon's  Temple.  Thomas  Payne  and  others  ascribe  it  to  the 
Druids,  others  again  to  the  time  of  the  Crusades,  and  so  on  down  to 
the  ^seventeenth  Century.  In  comparing  the  social  organization, 
custom;),  doctrines  of  Freemasonry  with  those  of  the  *'Medi8Bval 
Building  Associations"  we  find  many  indications  of  a  close  historical 
connection  existing  between  the  two  institutions— taking  the  various 
surrounding  circumstances  into  consideration,  and  combining  with 
them  the  results  of  historical  investigation  already  arrived  at,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  now  placed  beyond  successful  contradiction  that 
our  modern  Society  if,  the  direct  descendent  and  successor,  in  an  un- 
broken line,  of  the  Operative  Fraternity  of  Masons  of  the  Middle 
Ages;  the  present  form  of  Constitution  which  we  at  present  enjoy  is 
evidently  the  outcome  of  the  four  London  Lodges  in  the  year  1717, 
at  which  time  they  bestowed  upon  the  Fraternity  of  Freemasons 
(Operative  and  Accepted)  the  legal  statutes  forming  the  base  of  our 
establishment.  We  have  every  reason  to  know  that  Masonry  was 
originally  a  secret  Society  and  was  governed  by  laws  known  only  to 
its  members;  we  read  of  old  manuscript  being  in  the  hands  of  pri- 
vate members,  at  an  early  day,  but  we  have  no  evidence  tending  to 
show  that  they  had  reference  alone  to  the  fundamental  Uws;  in  1719, 
however,  they  were  all  (or  nearly  all)  gathered  in  and  sent  to  Grand 
Lodge. 

An  eminent  American  writer  tells  U3  that  Freemasonry  .was  strictly 
a  secret  Society  for  more  than  two  thousand  years;  that  its  members 
were  forbidden  to  publish  anything  either  in  relation  to  its  origin  or 
teachings,  and  yet  throughout  all  that  period,  its  history  was  trans- 
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mi  tied  from  generatioD  to  generation,  unspotted  by  time,  and  anadul- 
terated  by  the  sacrilegions  hand  of  the  innovator  The  distingaiflhed 
Chester  says  :  **From  the  commencement  of  the  world  we  may  trace 
the  foundation  of  Biasonry;  ever  since  Symmetry  began  and  harmony 
displayed  her  charms,  our  Order  has  bad  a  being."  May  it.  Brethren, 
be  oor  pride  and  pleasure  to  guard  with  zealous  care  this  Ancient 
History,  and  hand  it  down  to  the  generations  that  are  to  follow  a» 
without  a  blot  upon  it6  pages  of  our  individual  or  collective  creation. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Peru  was  recognized  but  that  of  Mexico  was 
not,  as  the  committee  were  '^not  satisfied  with  the  legality  of  their 
proceedings." 

Brother  Thomas  Trounce  was  elected  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Edward  C.  Neufelder,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Held  the  Ninety-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  her  Grand 
Lodge  on  the  15th  January,  1885,  Grand  Master,  Robert  Bingham, 
presiding.  119  Lodges  were  represented,  of  the  208  belonging  to  the 
jnrisdiction.  The  membership  consists  of  6,086  ;  the  increase  during 
the  yt  ar  being  82.  Though  small,  the  increase  we  find,  as  will  be 
seen  in  this  report,  that  our  brethren  in  the  old  North  State  are  alive 
and  active  and  determined  not  to  fail  in  their  duties. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  that  he  had  suspended  a  W.  M.  of  one 
of  the  lodges  and  cited  him  to  appear  before  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
answer  the  charges  preferred  against  him.  The  trial  was  had,  and 
* 'after  proper  and  full  invedtigation,  H.  R.  Champion,  W.  M.  of  For- 
est City  Lodge  No.  381,  was  unanimously  declared  guilty,  and  by  a 
similar  vote  was  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Bia- 
sonry." 

The  maintenance  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  of  the  Grand  Lodge  occu- 
pied a  large  portion  of  the  Grand  Master's  address,  and  in  this  rela- 
tion he  recommended  in  strong  terms  the  availing  themselves  of  the 
great  influence  of  the  women  of  the  State  in  this  behalf.  This  is  a 
good  move,  for  none  are  so  imbued  with  the  true  spirit  of  charitj, 
and  proper  feeling  of  kindness  for  the  helpless  and  the  innocent  as 
the  dear  women  of  our  land.  He  also  recommended  that  it  be  made 
an  industrial  school  as  well  as  one  of  letters. 

The  Grand  Lodge  anuually  appropriates  two  thousand  dollars  to- 
wards its  maintenance,  but  the  whole  amount  is  rarely  realized. 
Neverthless,  though  its  disbursements  exceed  during  the  year  (12,- 
000,  and  the  amount  realized  from  Grand  Lodge  was  only  $1,500,  yet, 


1885.]  APPENDIX.  173 

we  find  that  by  donations  and  contributions  the  125  children  were 
well  cared  for.  This  is  proper  masonic  display  ;  this  the  fruit  by 
which  ye  shall  know  them. 

The  committee  on  suspensions  and  expulsions  in  a  case  before 
them,  where  the  accused  had  been  indefinitely  suspended  because  of 
a  trivial  difficulty  with  a  brother,  say  : 

Wherefore,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  sentence  of  the 
lodge  in  said  case  be  reversed,  and  they  further  suggest  that  the  said 
lodfi^e  should  be  censured  for  placing  upon  trial  any  one  of  its  mem- 
bers upon  specifications  manifestly  so  trivial. 

We  fear  the  reducing  of  the  amount  chnrgeable  for  the  degrees 
will  only  have  the  effect  of  so  cheapening  them  as  to  induce  the  feel- 
ing that  they  are  not  worth  having,  else  they  M'ould  not  be  offered 
so  low.     A  resolution  to  so  amend  is  before  the  Graud  Body. 

Action  was  had  looking  to  the  attachment  of  an  endowment  plan 
to  the  Grand  Lodge.  We  never  knew  these  plans,  of  which  there 
have  been  many,  which  continued  long,  except,  perhaps,  where  a 
general  grand  organization  for  the  whole  Union  supervised  the  work 
of  the  local  societies,  and  held  a  reserve  to  be  used  as  circumstances 
might  render  necessary.  We  don't  like  this  innovation,  or  perhaps  it 
might  be  better  styled  exoresence,  on  the  body  of  Masonry. 

Brother  Fabius  H.  Busbeo  was  made  Grand  Mf^ster,  while  Brother 
Donald  W.  Bain  was  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

We  find  no  report  on  correspondence,  though  the  committee  prom- 
ised to  have  it  ready  for  the  printer.  It  may  be  that  it  was  thought 
better  to  expend  this  amount  on  the  Orphan  Asylum. 

OHIO. 

The  Seventy-Fifth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
with  Brother  Joseph  M.  Goodspeed,  W.  Master,  presiding,  was  held 
on  the  21st  October,  1884,  with  representatives  from  more  than  4(>0 
lodges  present  The  total  membership  at  present  is  31,914,  there 
having  been  a  gain  of  283  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  quite  a  direct  business  document, 
and  as  concise  as  in  so  large  a  jurisdiction  such  a  paper  could  be 
made. 

We  think  that  his  second  decision  has  the  true  ring  about  it,  that 
''selliog  liquor  is  not,  in  itself,  an  offense,  but  selling  in  violation  of 
the  statutes  governing  the  sale  of  liquor  subjects  the  brother  to  ma- 
sonic discipline."  Nevertheless,  the  Grand  Lodge  later  on  adopted 
the  foUowing  resolation : 
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Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio  thai 
the  traffic  in  intoxicating  liqaors  to  be  drank  where  sold  is  a  Masonic 
offense,  and  shall  disqualify  the  offender  for  initiation  or  aflUiation 
in  any  Masonic  Lodge. 

Masonry  requires  every  one  of  its  members  to  abide  by  and  obey 
the  laws  of  his  conn  try.  A  violation  of  any  of  them  degrades  him 
not  only  as  a  citizen  bat  as  a  mason,  bat  no  where  do  we  find  that 
the  Order  should  lend  itself  or  its  influence  by  its  decrees  to  any  of 
the  various  societies  by  which  it  is  surrounded.  Freedom  of  con- 
science, freedom  of  thought,  and  freedom  in  action  are  the  very 
ground  work  and  basis  of  Masonry.  It  teaches-  moderation  in  the 
use  of  all  the  world's  goods,  firmness  in  resisting  temptation,  pru- 
dence in  all  our  actions,  and  strict  justice  to  all 

The  Grand  Lodge  ot  South  Australia  was  acknowledge  and  frater- 
nally greeted,  but  the  application  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria 
was  declined  on  the  ground  **that  her  formation  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  majority  rule  that  Masonic  law  and  policy  require  as  a  pre- 
requisite to  a  legal  organization." 

This  pamphlet  contains  a  reprint  of  the  declarations  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1853,  in  relation  to  conferring  side  degrees  on  ladies — wives, 
daughters  and  sisters  of  Masons,  which  subjects  any  Mason  confer- 
ring them  to  Masonic  discipline. 

Brother  Goodspeed  was  again  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
John  D.  Caldwell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  B.  £.  Richards  again  brought  forward  the  report  on  corre- 
respondence,  which  is  again,  as  we  stated  last  year,  **chatty  and 
newsy".  Brother  Richards  knows  a  great  many  good  things,  and  how 
to  dish  them  up  for  the  brethren.  In  his  review  of  Alabama  we  find 
him  on  the  side  of  M.  W.  Brother  Cobb,  as  to  the  * 'inherent  right"  of 
a  Grand  Master,  and  he  gives  his  opinion  in  this  mode: 

The  Grand  Master  is  correct  when  he  says  he  * 'knows  of  no  reason 
why  cooslitution  il  limitations  are  not  equally  as  binding  upon  the 
Grand  Master  as  any  Master  Mason."  This  was  said  in  answer  to  a 
request  fur  a  dinpeDsalion  to  do  something  that  the  Grand  Lodge 
Constitution  inhibited.  Wh  le  the  Grand  Master  is  clothed  with  cer- 
tain prerogiitives,  and  is  authorized  to  act  in  certain  cases  and  under 
certain  conditions  during  recess  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  meet 
emergencies  where  the  Grand  Lodge  rules  and  regulation s  are  silent, 
yet  he  is  little  more  than  nu  executive  officer,  and  is  as  clearly  bound 
to  obey  the  laws  as  the  humblest  member  of  the  jurisdiction.  Instan- 
ces do  occur,  however,  where,  unmindful  or  under  misapprehension 
of  the  law.  Grand   Masters,  as  well   as  others,  step  over  the  traces. 

We  have  been  unable  to  find  any  where  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
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Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  any  inhibition  or  dennnoiation  of  the  pow- 
en  of  oar  Grand  Masters  of  olden  times.  We  do  find  that  there  is  a 
prescribed  method  for  the  issuance  of  a  dispensation  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  new  Lodge,  bat  in  all  else  he  shall  '^exercise  a  supervising 
control  over  the  Craft  throughout  the  State,  conforming  in  all  things 
to  the  Constitution  and  Begulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  AncierU 
Landmarks  of  the  FrcUemUy. " 

We  find  him  agreeing  with  us,  that  the  action  of  the  Lodge  consti- 
tutes the  dimit,  and  that  the  certificate  is  merely  evidence  that  his 
connection  with  it  has  been  severed. 

We  heartily  indorse  the  following  sentiment  and  recommenda- 
tion: 

That  our  brethren  do  not  more  generally  read  the  Reports  may  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  they  are  not  within  easy  reach.  Three  cop- 
ies only  of  the  Proceedings  are  sent  to  each  Lodge  for  Lodge  use. 
Besides  the  officials,  very  few  of  the  members  have  access  to  them. 
We,  therefore,  suggest  to  the  Grand  Lodge  the  advisability  of  a  large 
issue  of  the  Correspondence  Reports  apart  frt>m  the  Proceedings,  for 
distribution  among  the  membership  of  the  Lodges,  as  a  means  of  dis- 
seminating general  Masonic  information,  the  effect  of  which  will  be 
a  hixher  st  indard  of  intellectuality  with  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Or- 
der. 

But  with  our  present  limited  distribution,  does  it  pay?  A  brother 
answers,  No.  We  do  not  agree  with  him.  The  Foreign  Correspond- 
ence Reports  of  a  Grand  Lodge  are  valuable  adjuncts  to  its  useful- 
ness, because  the  few— the  students  —who  do  read  them  are  the  teach- 
ers and  leaders  in  Masonry.  They  shape  the  entire  policy,  and  des- 
tiny as  well,  of  the  Masonic  institution. 

OREGON. 

M.  W.  David  P.  Mason,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample  form  the 
Thirty-Fifth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the  9th 
day  of  June.  1885,  there  being  present  representatives  from  69  subor- 
dinates. Number  of  chartered  Lodges  71,  with  a  membership  of  3261; 
there  being  a  gain  during  the  year  of  83 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  a  stirring  address  in  which  he  caution- 
ed the  brethren  against  the  too  loosely  guarding  of  the  door,  and  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  already  within  different  characters  that  he  de- 
nounced, such  as  "gamblers,"  "sneaking  treacherous  snakes,*'  the 
slanderers,  and  "drunkardc)",  and  those  "who  will  not  support  the 
wife  and  children."  In  this  connectiou  he  says,  "None  but  good  Ma- 
sons make  good  citizens.''  Now  we  do  not  know  whether  he  meant 
that  there  were  no  good  citizens,  save  those  who  were  good  Masons, 
or  that  the  hod  Mason  cannot  make  a  good  citizen.    If  the  former, 
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not  any  will  be  found  who  will  a^ee  with  him,  if  the  latter,  none  will 
dinagree  with  him. 

In  his  eleventh  raling  he  lays  down  this  on  the  sabjectof  the  'per- 
fect man": 

Eievenih,  The  loss  of  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand,  at  the  sec- 
ond joint,  is  not  sufficient  to  debar  a  candidate  from  the  degrees  of 
Masonry. 

The  Grand  Lodge  congratulated  Brother  Sir  Moses  Montefiore  on 
the  attainment  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  his  birth,  as  hav- 
ing lived  *'a  life  worthy  the  imitation  of  all  Freemasons". 

The  resolutions  from  Louisiana,  ''put  forth  as  true  enunciations  of 
Masonic  law,"  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  law  and  jnrispm- 
dence,  which  recommended  '*that  action  by  this  Grand  Lodge  be  de- 
ferred until  the  next  Anuual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge". 

Grand  Master  Mason  declining  a  re-election,  Brother  Thomas  Giv- 
ings  Beames  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother  Frelon  Jesse  Bab- 
cock,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

A  Grand  Lodge  of  sorrow  was  held  during  the  session. 

Brother  S.  F.  Ghadwick,  Past  Grand  Master,  presented  the  report 
on  Correspondence.  Alabama's  Proceedings  reached  the  chairman 
only  in  time  to  notice  that  he  had  received  them.  They  were  those 
for  1884.  From  his  conclusion  we  copy  the  following,  with  which  we 
entirely  agree: 

As  we  take  our  yearly  round,  here  and  there  we  find  our  brother  re- 

Eorters  freely  expressing  themselves  on  all  subjects  that  are  brought 
efore  their  Grand  Lodges.  Some  think  the  old  way  of  doing  things 
has  had  its  day;  that  the  new  school  must  be  heard.  And  here  is  the 
danger.  We  would  that  every  brother  who  wants  a  change  should 
carry  his  point,  if  it  was  in  anything  else  but  Freemasonry.  The  dis- 
position to  legislate  upon  trivial  matters  is  too  strongly  manifested  by 
our  Grand  Lodges.  To  upset  what  has  been  done  and  to  experiment 
with  every  suggestion  are,  by  no  means,  strange  features  of  the  mod- 
ern convention.  In  masonic  bodies  this  propensity  should  not  be 
countenanced.  Masonry  was  not  founded  upon  whims  and  caprices, 
but  was  reRiirded  as  proof  against  them.  The  safeguards  thrown 
around  Freemasonry  are  autocratic  in  all  respects,  and  they  tend  to 
exclusiveness,  in  which  tho  strength  of  the  institution  is  found.  The 
more  exclusive  and  conservative  it  is  the  stronger  the  discipline  over 
the  craft;  — stronger  the  government  or  obedience  to  masonic  author- 
ity, and  it  is  vastly  more  respected. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  various  quarterly  conomuDicatioDs  of  this  Grand  Lodge  were 
held  us  usual.  At  that  held  on  the  5th  March,  1884,  a  motion  was 
mnde  to  consider  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Landmarks  at  the 
Communication  in  June,  and  when  the  matter  came  up  for  consider- 
ation the  Grand  Master,  Brother  Conrad  B.  Day,  among  other  re- 
marks, made  the  following  : 

That  I  favor  the  adoption  of  such  legislation  as  will  place  the  oral 
objection  of  a  member  of  a  Lodge  to  an  applicant  for  initiation  and 
membership  upon  the  same  basis  as  a  black  ball,  is  clearly  shown  by 
my  having  signed  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Landmarks  recom- 
mending such  action  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 

A  careful  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  referred 
to,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  on  March  1,  1882,  and 
now  so  stands  on  its  Records,  convinces  me  that  in  its  opefation  it  is 
an  amendment  to  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  and  its  adoption  was  contrary  to 
the  provisions  thereof  on  page  66,  Article  XVIII;  therefore  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  it  is  inoperative,  and  further  action  upon  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  is  out  of  order  at  this  time. 

Thus  exercising,  as  we  think,  his  power  properly,  and  at  the  Grand 
Annual  Communication  held  on  27th  December,  1884,  au  amendment 
to  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  similar  effect  was  introduced. 

This  communication  was  presided  over  by  R.  W.  Bro.  Day,  Grand 
Master.  Another  amendment  was  proposed  to  the  same  effect,  but 
liiiiiting  the  effect  in  the  following  words  : 

The  fact  of  such  objection  and  the  name  of  the  Brother  making  it  shall 
be  entered  on  the  Minutes  and  may  be  made  in  any  degree  in  which 
the  Lodge  may  be  open.  The  Brother  making  the  objection  may  at 
at  any  time  within  twelve  months  thereafter  withdraw  his  objection, 
which  shall  also  be  entered  on  the  minutes,  but  the  applicant  shall 
not  be  initiated  until  at  least  one  month  shall  have  elapsed  and  no- 
tice has  been  given  to  the  members.  No  part  of  the  time  that  such 
objection  shall  exist  shall  be  included  in  the  ''six  months"  named  in 
Section  57  If  the  objection  be  continued  for  one  year,  it  shall  be 
considered  as  a  rejection  upon  a  ballot.  The  first  paragraph  of  Sec- 
tion 58  shall  not  apply  to  any  such  case. 

In  the  valedictory  of  Grand  Master  Day  we  find  the  exercise  of  the 
''inherent  right"  of  Grand  Masters  in  a  manner  not  often  seen,  and 
upon  an  occ  ision  not  often  occurring.  We  let  R.  W.  Bro.  Day  make 
the  statement  : 

On  January  7,  accompanied  by  most  of  the  Grand  Officers,  and 
several  Past  Grand  Masters,  we  paid  an  informal  visitation  to  Uar- 
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mony  Lodge  No.  52,  on  which  occasion  we  exercised  our  prerogatives 
as  Grand  Master,  under  the  authority  conferred  upon  us  by  the 
Ahiman  Rezon,  or  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  caused  a 
youth  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  to  be  made  a  Mason  by  vir- 
tue of  our  presence. 

And  on  this  subject  P.  G.  M.  Bichard  Vaux,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  correspondence,  made  the  following  remarks  : 

In  this  jurisdiction  our  Grand  Master  has  the  power  to  make  a  Ma- 
son on  sight,  and  a  youth  under  age.  This  is  the  inherent  faculty 
in  our  Grand  Muster,  which  our  Grand  Lodge  fully  sustains. 

R.  W.  Bro.  £.  Coppee  Mitchell,  who  had  been  elected  and  installed 
Grand  Master,  followed  with  an  address  replete  with  good  advice  to 
the  brethren,  and  of  Freemasonry  he  says: 

The  great  boast  of  Freemasonry  is  its  venerable  antiquity.  Let  it 
once  become  encrusted  with  modern  innovations  and  its  chief  charm 
is  destroyed.  To  keep  it  clear  of  these  changes  requires  (-onstant 
watchfulness,  especially  in  those  matters  which  are  necessarily 
handed  down  by  tradition. 

**  Masonry  needs  no  corrections." 

The  address  throughout  was  a  most  admirable  one,  filled  with  the 
soundest  of  maxims. 

E.  Coppee  Mitchell,  Grand  Master  ;  Michael  Nesbitt,  Grand  Sec- 
retary'. 

Brother  Vaux  introduced  his  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
various  Grand  Lo(1ges  with  a  few  very  salutary  admonitions  to  the 
brethren.  His  advice  is  in  many  instances  such  as  ought  to  be 
heeded  by  every  mason  : 

Holding  fast  to  the  ancient  Landmarks,  rejecting  all  innovations, 
crucifying  the  first  suggestions  of  novelties,  forbidding  any  subtle 
design  **(o  reform"  the  usages  and  customs  of  the  craft,  let  our  inher- 
itance remain  as  first  delivered  into  the  keepiug  of  our  forefathers. 

Let  it  be  the  test  of  oar  title  that  it  has  outlived  the  language  of 
past  ages,  the  memory  of  man  running  not  to  the  contrary,  and  so 
we  hold  it  now. 

On  conformity  in  work,  he  says  : 

Millions  of  mankind  in  other  relations,  are  associates  in  theologic 
agreements,  in  all  countries  adopting,  in  hoc  verlMf\fin  identical  ritual. 
True,  it  is  a  written  ceremonial.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  a  care- 
fully considered  teaching,  the  very  essence  and  embodiment  of  our 
truths,  could  not  be  orally  so  imparted  and  absorbed  as  to  secure 
such  uniformity  as  is  now  so  absolutely  necessary  in  oar  craft. 
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Ot  PenDsylvaDia,  he  sayn,  '^she  stands  stiU  on.  the  eternal  foanda- 
tions  of  Masonry." 

Of  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  or  a  centralized  masonic  power,  he 
thus  speaks  : 

Snch  a  body  wonld  have  neither  authority  nor  power.  It  would 
not  be  very  unlike  the  assembly  which  undertook  to  build  Babel. 
The  confusion  of  crude,  impossible  plans,  the  presentation  of  nov- 
elties and  innovations,  destructive  in* themselves  of  the  very  purpose 
of  the  meeting,  would  make  a  farce,  or  a  failure.  Unknown  tongues, 
divers  languages,  would  be  more  easily  comprehended  than  the  pro- 
positions submitted. 

Wo  find  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1883,  among  those  re- 
viewed, and  in  reference  to  the  refusal  of  our  Grand  Master  Cobb 
to  grant  a  dispensation  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time,  he  says: 

Now  we  ask.  Why  such  applications  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Master  when  the  fundpimeutal  law  prohibits  such  action  by  a  Subor- 
dinate Lodge?  If  the  Worshipful  Masters  read  the  law  there  would 
be  an  end  to  the  request. 

• 

Now  we  only  reply,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  which  deprives  the  Grand  Master  of  any  of 
the  inherent  rights  of  such,  except  as  to  the  manner  of  granting 
dispensations  for  new  Lodges. 

They  do  odd  things  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabamn.  One  H.  was 
suspended  for  making  and  selling  liquor  at  a  Cross-Plains  grocery. 

If  our  B.  W.  Brother  had  read  more  carefully  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  this  subject  we  think  he  would  have  seen  that  the  Bro. 
was  not  suspended  fcr  either  making  or  selling  liquor,  but  for  doing 
both  where  the  laws  of  the  State  declared  they  should  not  be  done. 
The  gist  of  the  matter  was  not  in  the  simple  act,  but  in  violating  the 
laws  to  the  great  scaudal  of  masonry. 

Of  the  edict  declaring  that  one  who  had  lost  three  fingers  from  his 
left  hand  was  not  debarred  from  becoming  a  mason,  he  says  :  *'A 
man  without  fingers  can  be  made  a  mason  in  Alabama  now.  Soon 
one  without  a  head  might  get  into  the  body."  Well,  for  that  there 
are  many  that  we  wot  of  that  had,  perhaps,  better  not  have  one  than 
such  as  they  have. 

His  strictures  are  pretty  severe,  yet,  we  will  probably  live  through 
them. 
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PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  Yeo  opened  in  ample  form  the  Tenth 
Annual  Commanication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the  24th  day  of  Jane, 
1885,  with  representatives  from  nine,  oat  of  its  thirteen,  lodges  pres- 
ent. There  are  within  the  jarisdiction  428  affiliated  masons,  being 
four  less  than  the  year  previous. 

A  new  lodge  was  chartered  at  this  session. 

The  brethren  in  this  Province  are  troubled  with  nou-nffiliates  and 
tho6e  drones  who  allow  themselves  to  be  suspended  for  non-p*yment 
of  dues  The  Grand  Secretary  reported  33  as  raised,  15  dimitted, 
and  23  suspended  N.  P.  D.  This  led  doubtless  to  the  introdui-tion  of 
the  following  amendment  to  the  By-Laws  pertaining  to  snbordioate 
Lodges: 

Dimitted  Masons  from  any  Lodge  iu  this  jurisdiction  residing 
twelve  months  within  tbe  limits  of  any  Lodge,  and  who  have  not 
made  application  for  membership  within  that  period,  shall  be  de- 
barred from  any  of  the  privileges  of  Masonry." 

Which,  however,  the  mover  was  allowed  to  withdraw. 
Brother  Yeo  was  for  the  eleventh  time  elected  G.  M..  and  Brother 
B.  Wilson  Higgs,  Grand  Secretary. 
No  report  on  correspondence. 

QUEBEC. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Com- 
munication of  tbe  Grand  Lodge  ot  Quebec,  representatives  from  50 
Lodges  being  present,  presided  over  by  M.  W.  Brother  E.  R.  John- 
son, Grand  Master.  Within  this  jurisdiction  are  58  Lodges,  with  a 
membership  of  2,728,  besides  3  Lodges  holding  charters  from  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  and  claiming  obedience  thereto.  If  reported  for 
non-payment  of  dues  does  not  mean  dropped  from  the  roll  then  there 
was  an  increase  of  98,  but  if  it  does,  then  there  was  a  loss  of  30. 
A  deplorable  state  of  affairs  exists  in  this  Province.  Here  is  a  Grand 
Lodge  which  is  not  supreme  within  its  own  jurisdiction,  but  there 
exists  within  its  borders  three  lodges  whose  supreme  head  is  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  who  are  governed  entirely  by  her  ad- 
vice, and  despise  and  treat  with  contempt  the  authority  of  this  Gra'id 
Lodge.  We  most  sincerely  deplore  this  state  of  things,  and  hope 
that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  seeing  the  evil  resulting  not  to 
these  three  lodges  only,  but  to  the  whole  fraternity  of  Quebec,  will 
80  ooaosel  these  lodges  that  this  unfortunate  diffiealty  may  be  healed. 
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We  presnrae  that  there  is  no  American  Grand  Lodge  that  will  long 
continue  inactively  to  tolerate  this  condition  of  affairs,  for  if  there 
is  any  one  well  settled  principle  of  Grand  Lodges  on  this  continent 
it  is  that  each  Grand  Lodge  is  and  must  be  the  supreme  head  of  all 
Seasons  within  her  territory  ;  that  a  dual  supremacy  cannot  be  tol- 
erated. Quebec  has  taken  the  prime  Masonic  step  of  cutting  off  all 
fraternal  intercourse  with  those  of  obedience  to  these  Lodges.  We 
nwait  the  result  with  no  little  anxiety,  yet  with  the  hope  that  pru- 
dence and  justice  will  yet  set  all  things  right.  We  do  not  think  that 
Quebec  has  been  either  hasty  or  intemperate,  nor  do  we  think  that 
there  was  any  other  course  left  her  but  to  assert  her  independence. 
She  may  be  driven  yet  to  the  last  step,  and  then  her  sisters  of  America 
will,  doubtless,  themselves  act. 
We  extract  only  a  very  small  part  of  the  address  on  this  subject: 

In  recognizing  the  G.  L.  of  Pennsylvania  she  made  use  of  the  fol- 
lowing forcible  language  .— **We  conceive  that  in  constituting  your 
Grand  Lodge  we  necessarily  communicate  to  it  the  same  independent 
masonic  aathority  within  your  jurisdiction  which  we  ourselves  pos- 
sesH  within  ours;  amenable  to  no  superior  jurisdiction  under  Heaven, 
and  subject  only  to  the  immutable  lantmarks  of  the  order.  All 
Grand  Lodges  in  masonry  being  necessarily  free,  independent  and 
equipollent  within  their  respeciive  jurisdictions,  which,  consequently 
excludes  the  idea  of  subjection  to  any  foreign  authority,  or  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  imperinm  in  imperin  "  Hus  England  withdrawn 
from  the  position  then  taken?  Does  she  acknowledge  herself  then  in 
eiror,  as  to  masonic  law  and  usage?  Does  she  Sriy  that  masonic  law, 
which  is  applicable  to  a  State  in  the  Great  American  Republic  is  not 
applicable  to  the  Province  of  Quebec  ?  Surely  not.  There  is  then  but 
one  conclusion  to  arrive  at,  which  is,  that  if  she  was  in  the  wrong  then, 
she  i.-t  now.  It  is  believed  that  she  is  now  in  a  false  position  towards 
us,  and  that  it  is  a  duty  which  she  owes  to  her  own  record,  to  this  G. 
L.  and  the  fraternity  here,  to  her  sister  Grand  Lodges  with  whom 
she  has  exchanged  representatives,  to  withdra'w  from  this  territory 
and  no  longer  maintain  here  an  imperinm  in  imperio.  Failing  on  hor 
part  to  do  this,  it  is  also  bolieved  to  be  the  duty  of  this  G.  L.  to  as- 
sert its  supreme  authority,  and  to  maintain  it  by  all  justifiable  means. 
It  is  our  right,  privilege  and  bounden  duty  to  make  this  G  L.  the 
peer,  not  only  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  but  of  any  and  every 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  world.  With  this  end  in  view,  and  in  obedience 
to  your  instructions,  I  have  issued  the  following  proclamation.  We 
thus  submit  our  cause  to  the  m»isonic  worM,  and  patiently,  confi- 
dently await  the  result. 

m 

Brother  Johnson  was  again  made  Grand  Master.  Brother  Jno  H. 
Isaacson  was  re-elet'ted  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspoudeoce  contains  a  most  excellent  synopsis 
of  what  is  being  done  or  thought  in  other  jurisdictions. 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  Ninety-Fourth  Annual  Commanication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  19th  May,  1884,  with  Grand  Master  Lyman 
Enapp,  presiding.  Representatives  from  34  Lodges  were  present. 
Total  nnmber,  35;  inembrrship,  3550.  The  figures  given  by  the  Grand 
Secretary  would  show  but  an  increase  of  4,  taking  total  of  member- 
ship last  report  and  this  as  our  guide,  but  deducting  those  dropped 
from  the  rolls,  dimitted  and  died,  from  the  number  of  those  raised, 
admitted  and  restored,  we  find  it  to  be  143. 

We  being  so  impressed  with  the  numberless  amendments  to  Con- 
stitutions introduced  and  being  acted  upon,  had  thought  to  devote  a 
page  or  two  in  our  conclusion  to  this  subject,  but  we  have  found  re- 
marks so  just,  and  doubtless  so  much  more  interesting  than  anythini; 
we  might  say  on  the  subject,  that  we  have  almost  determined  to  fore- 
go our  own,  and  be  satisfied  with  what  others  have  said  on  this  sub- 
ject.    Hence  we  give  below  the  views  of  Grand  Master  Knapp: 

BXCBSSIVE  LEGISLATION. 

Before  closing,  we  desire  to  call  your  attention  again  to  what  we 
said  one  year  ago  in  relation  to  the  danger  of  excessive  legislation. 

This  evil  is  apparent  in  nearly  all  our  social,  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
organizations,  and  we  also  think  that  it  will  be  generally  admitted 
that  our  venerable  Institution  has  suffered  more  or  less  from  this  law. 
making  epidemic  A  few  words,  therefore,  upon  this  subject  will 
not,  we  trust,  be  considered  entirely  out  of  place  even  in  this  con- 
servative Grand  Lodge,  which  in  so  large  a  measure,  has  been  content 
to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  fathers,  by  taking  as  ita  guide  to  a 
great  extent,  the  unwritten  laws  and  traditions  of  our  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Society. 

Freemasonrv,  in  its  deep  underlying  principles,  is  essentially  dif- 
ferent from  all  other.human  organizations.  We  are  not  only  a  soci- 
ety, but  our  Order  is  a  grand  old  Historic  Institution;  and  it  is  im- 
portant that  we  should  ever  bear  in  mind  this  great  truth;  that  Hu- 
man Institutions y  unlike  those  of  Divine  Origin,  are  not  made  (nU  grow. 
The  germs  of  Freemasonry  are  of  the  highest  antiquity.  As  these 
germs  found  congenial  soil  in  the  wants  of  our  common  humanity, 
they  gradually  developed  under  the  moisture  and  sunshine  of  Divine 
favor,  until  this  strong,  sturdy  oak  of  Freemasonry  stands  to-day, 
with  its  roots  re  iching  so  far  back  into  the  past,  that  neither  the 
storms  of  adversity  nor  the  sunshine  of  prosperity,  can  do  more  than 
break  off  a  few  decaying  branches,  or  wither  and  dry  i\p  some  of  those 
superfluous  leaves,  which  flutter  in  the  passing  breeze. 

The  first  century  after  the  introduction  of  Masonry  into  this  coun- 
try, it  flourished  and  spread  with  wonderful  rapidity.  During  this 
period,  the  Craftsmen  were  busy  in  genuine  M^isonic  work,  and  had 
comparatively  little  time,  and  less  inclination  for  making  new  laws. 
It  was  at  the  close  of  this  first  century  in  the  history  of  American 
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FreemasoDry,  some  fifty  years  af^o,  that  the  social,  religions,  and  po- 
litical storm  of  Anti-Masonry  bnrst  npon  the  States,  and  raged  with  a 
fury  seldom  if  ever  equaled  in  the  history  of  this  country.  Lodge 
rooms  were  closed,  active  work  suspended,  while  death  r  ipidly  re- 
duced the  roll  of  membership,  and  for  a  time  it  appeared  to  those  out- 
side the  Frnternlty  that  our  ancient  Institution,  with  all  its  tradi- 
tions, legends,  rights  and  conservative  teachings  and  discipline,  was 
doomed  to  utter  extinction.  In  these  dark  and  troublous  days,  near- 
ly a  generation  passed  away,  dnring  which  few  found  admission  to 
the  Order. 

Upon  the  revival  of  Masonry,  the  raw  recruits  soon  outnumbered 
those  brethren  who  had  survived  the  dark  days  of  persecution;  audit 
is  not  surprising  that  mnny  of  these  new  recruits,  who  were  men  of 
middle  or  past  middle  a^c,  with  habits  of  thought  and  character  al- 
ready fixed,  should  have  failed  to  fully  appreciate  or  assimilate  the 
conservative  teachings  and  discipline  of  such  an  institution  as  ours. 
These  brethren  influenced,  unconciously  it  may  have  been,  by 
the  universal  drift  of  the  tiiues,  enacted  a  multitude  of  new  laws, 
many  of  them  not  in  harmony,  and  others  we  fear,  in  direct  conflict 
with  the  spirit  of  those  deep  underlying  principles  of  our  Ancient 
Institution. 

The  truth  of  this  statement  is  easily  ascertained,  by  an  examination 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  various  Grand  Lodges  of  the  country  dur- 
ing the  past  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  which  are  £lled  with  these 
new  and  conflicting  constitutions,  laws,  regulations,  and  approved 
decisions. 

We  feel,  therefore,  that  there  is  grave  cause  for  alarm,  and  unless 
there  is  some  check  for  this  law-making  mania,  the  old  landmarks, 
laws  and  usages  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  will  be  buried  under  the 
rubbish  of  modern  so  called  improvements,  and  in  place  of  that  grand 
old  historic  institution.  Freemasonry,  we  shall  have  a  modern  socie- 
ty, with  every  thing  ancient  eliminated  from  it  except  the  name. 

We  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  advocating  the  theory  that  no 
further  legislation  is  necessary,  for  as  we  have  already  said,  human 
institutions  must  have  growth;  but  we  do  wish  to  impress  upon  this 
Grand  Lodge,  with  all  the  force  and  earnestness  possible,  the  neces- 
sity of  acting  with  great  care  and  only  after  mature  deliberation,  in 
the  adoption  of  any  new  laws  or  regulations. 

Brother  Lyman  Knapp  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Edwin  Baker,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  reported  only  on  the  application 
of  Grand  Lodges  for  recognition,  stating  that  they  had  *'not  found 
opportunity  to  review"  the  Proceedings  of  those  Grand  Lodges  cor- 
responding with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Rhode  Island.  They  recommend 
further  postponement  of  the  application  of  Spain  for  recognition; 
also  Portugal ;  the  same  of  Mexico.  They  recommend  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pern,  and  state  that  they  will  present  a 
resolution  to  that  effect,  which,  however,  we  fail  to  find.  They  also 
think  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  should  receive  fraternal  greet- 
ing. 
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80UTH  CAROLINA. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  was  held  on  9th  December,  1884,  Grand  Master,  W.  W. 
Humphries,  being  in  the  chair,  and  reprenentatives  from  141  Lodges 
being  present.  There  are  in  all  170  Lodges;  with  a  membership  of 
5338. 

The  Grand  Master  recommends  the  revision  and  publication  of  the 
Edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  that  his  successors  may  be  saved  some  of 
the  labor  which  devolved  upon  him,  because  of  the  ignorance  of  their 
edicts  on  the  part  of  several  Masters  of  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Lodge  debt  absorbed  a  porti  >n  of  the  address,  and  be 
recommended  either  the  resort  to  biennial  r,essions,  or  the  appor- 
tionment of  the  debt  among  the  Lodges.  It  amounts  to  some  $450 
per  capita.     Neither  of  these  propositions  seem  to  have  been  heeded. 

The  Grand  Lodge  deemed  it  advisable  to  defer  recognition  of  the 
several  Grand  Lodges,  so  called,  applying  for  it.  Mexico  is  giving  ev- 
idence of  a  desire  to  establish  separate  Grand  Lodges  in  the  several 
States,  as  we  in  these  United  States,  is  the  most  favorably  consider- 
ed. Recognition  is  denied  to  South  Australia  ''until  we  have  the  as- 
surance of  the  same  having  been  tirst  accorded  by  the  mother  Grand 
Lodges  of  England  and  Scotland".  ''Tis  distance  lends  enchant- 
ment to  the  view.'* 

Brother  J.  Adger  Smyth  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Charles  Inglesby,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Inglesby  presented  the  report  on  Correspondence,  or  re- 
view of  the  Proceedings. 

Alabama  receives  fraternal  notice. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Seventy-First  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  January  27,  1885,  with  Grand  Master  Harris, 
presiding,  there  being  present  representatives  from  334  Lodges.  In 
all  there  are  409  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of  15,263;  a  loss  of  171 
during  the  year.  From  the  comparative  tabular  statement,  given  by 
our  most  esteemed  friend,  Brother  Frizzell,  Grand  Secretary,  we  find 
cause  for  grief.  There  was  not  only  this  heavy  decrease,  but  the 
number  of  degrees  conferred  were  less  than  the  year  previous  by  123. 
We  wish  the  comparison  had  been  carried  still  further  that  we  might 
have  seen  the  losses  by  death  and  by  di missions,  &c. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  peace  and  harmony  prevailed. 
It  is  doubtless  good  and  plea.sant  fo;*  * 'brethren  to  dwell  together  in 
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nnity".  There  is,  howeyer,  a  calm  that  precedes  death  or  betokens 
an  incurable  condition.  Let  us  hope,  however,  that  such  is  not  the 
case  with  oar  brethren  over  our  border,  but  that  after  the  circum- 
stances which  let  into  the  Order  many  unworthy  ones,  the  present 
stagnation  is  only  f^  course  of  purification,  which  will  but  make  the 
fraternity  stronger  and  more  potent  for  good. 

In  token  of  this,  we  find  the  Grand  Muster  indefinitely  suspended 
a  Master  of  a  Lodge,  after  full  investigation  of  charges  for  unmasonic 
conduct,  intoxication,  &c.,  and  in  reporting  the  cose  to  Grand  Lodge 
be  uses  the  following  language: 

That  any  Mason,  much  less  the  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Lodge,  who 
ought  to  be  a  pattern  of  sobriety  and  moral  rectitude,  should  be  guil- 
ty of  drunkenness  is  humiliating  to  every  member  ot  the  Fraternity 
who  is  loyal  to  its  precepts.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  breth- 
reo  living  in  localities  who  imagine  the  wants  or  necessities  of  the  com- 
munity require  them  to  engage  in  saloon  keeping.  Gk>d  grant  that 
the  day  may  speedily  come  when  there  shall  be  no  longer  a  supposed 
want  or  necessity  in  any  community  in  this  broad  land  of  ours,  which 
will  require  any  man,  be  he  a  Mason  or  not,  to  engage  in  an  occupa- 
tion, the  chief  business  of  whicL  is  to  produce  premature  and  dis- 
honorable deaths,  injured  widows'  moans  and  tears,  and  hungry  or- 
phans' cries  for  bread. 

The  address  is  closed  with  the  following  appeal  for  activity  and 
exertion : 

If  yon  wish  to  win  bright  laurels, 

Ere  to  God  you  yield  your  life; 
If  while  on  through  years  you  journey. 

You'd  be  vnliaut  in  each  strife; 
If  you'd  nobly  do  your  duty. 

Or  the  "still,  small  voice"  obey. 
Sit  not  idly  thinking,  dreaming. 

But  work  earnestly  to-day. 


'i^ 


There  are  roads  where  you  can  travel. 

There  are  seas  where  you  can  sail. 
You  can  beautify  the  wayside, 

Or  with  the  life-boats  face  the  gale: 
You  can  help  raise  lofty  temples 

To  show  straying  souls  the  way 
To  win  crowns  of  matchless  glory  - 

So  work  earnestly  to-day. 

We  were  somewhat  surprised  to  find  that  it  should  have  been  deem- 
ed necessary  to  adopt  the  following  resolution,  but  this  passed  away 
when  we  remembered  the  persistence  of  the  '^reporter",  and  the  con- 
fiding character  of  the  brethren : 
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Resolved,  That  no  officer,  member,  or  visiting  brother,  or  other  per- 
son, shall  communicate  to  any  reporter,  editor,  or  other  person  cou- 
nected  with  any  newspaper,  any  fact,  circumstance  or  other  matter 
that  may  be  presented  to  or  acted  npon  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  except 
such  information  be  fnrnished  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  ^aith  the  ap- 
proval of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

We  thought  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  sound,  but  the  com- 
mittee on  jurisprudence  thought  he  ought  not  to  have  granted  a  dis- 
pensation for  the  election  of  a  Master,  because  the  one  elected  at  the 
proper  time  was  ineligible.  We  give  the  views  of  the  committee,  and 
freely  confess,  that  without  further  reflection,  we  would  hardly  vent- 
ure an  opinion.  The  Grand  Lodge,  however,  sustained  the  Grand 
Master: 

2.  Th»*  committee  have  examined  so  much  of  the  address  as  relates 
to  the  dispetisations  granted  by  the  Grand  Manter,  and  recommend 
that  this  action  be  approved  [except  m  two  cases  —he  says:  Febru- 
ary 28,  he  granted  a  dispensation  **to  Spring  Hill  Lodge,  124,  to  elect 
and  install  ii  W.  M.,  the  Master  elect  being  ineligible,  not  having 
served  as  a  warden;"  and  agam,  April  26,  to  Caledonia  Lodge,  96,  to 
elect  a  W.  M.  and  J.  W.  and  install  officers,  the  Master  and  J.  W. 
being  ineligible."  The  committee  find  that  former  Grand  Masters  of 
this  Jurisdiction  have  exercised  similar  authority  and  taken  the  same 
action  in  like  cases,  but  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  irregular  and  con- 
trary to  the  best  Masonic  law.  There  is  some  conflict  of  authority, 
however,  upon  the  question,  and  after  carefully  examining  the  au- 
thorities we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Grand  Master  has  not  the  power 
exercised  in  these  cases.  It  is  assumed  that  the  W.  M.  elect  was  inel- 
igible. This  being  true,  the  conclusion  must  be  that  the  old  Master 
holds  over,  or  if  for  any  reason  he  does  not  do  so,  then  the  Senior 
Warden,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  succeeds  as  Senior  Warden  to  the  du- 
ties of  the  Master,  but  not  to  the  title,  and  he  proceeds  to  appoint  a 
Senior  Warden  pro  tempore  at  each  meeting.  Inasmuch  as  no  com- 
plaint h  iS  been  made  in  these  cases,  we  recommend  that  the  action 
of  the  Grand  Master  be  approved  m  so  far  as  to  declare  said  officers 
legal].  77ic  portion  of  this  item  inclosed  in  brackets  locw  non-concurred  in 
by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Henry  M.  Aiken  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother  John 
Frizzell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wilbur  F.  Foster  made  the  report  on  correspondence  for 
the  second  time.  Alabama  received  friendly  notice.  We  are  pleased 
with  the  pleasant  ease  and  courtesy  which  pervades  this  report. 

TEXAS. 

The  Forty-Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  the  9th  December,  1884,  under  the  supervision 
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of  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Wm.  H.  Nichols,  who  opened  it  in  ample 
form,  with  representatiyes  present  from  152  lodges.  Number  of  affil- 
iated Masons  in  this  jarisdiction  18,372  ;  increase  during  the  year, 
534.     Namber  of  lodges,  over  600. 

The  Grand  Master  deliyered  a  Terv  lengthy  nddress,  anil  in  it  re- 
oommended  the  celebration  of  a  year  of  jnbilee,  and  indeed,  stated 
that  be  had  issned  a  proclamation  to  that  effect,  in  which  he  restored 
all  who  had  been  suspen  led  for  non-payment  of  dues.  This,  how- 
ever, was  neither  approved  by  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
nor  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

We  confess  onrself  at  a  loss  to  determine,  from  the  address  in  re~ 
lation  to  the  application  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  District 
of  Mexico,  whether  the  Grand  Master  thought  it  ought  to  be  recog- 
nized, or  that  it  ought  not,  and  the  committee  on  correspondence,  to 
whom  this  part  of  the  Hddress  whs  referred,  evidently  were  at  as 
great  a  loss  as  ourself,  so  they,  in  very  general  terms,  approve  the 
recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master. 

We  find  that  Grand  Master  Nichols  was  the  son  of  his  father  P.  G. 
Master  E.  B.  Nichols,  who  was  Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
twenty-eight  years  before. 

It  is  the  custom  of  this  Grand  Lodge  annaally  to  hold  a  a  lodge  of 
sorrow  to  commemorate  the  fraternal  dead. 

This  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  resolutions  of  Grand  Lodge  of  Illi- 
nois in  relation  to  any  masonic  body  other  than  recognized  Grand 
Lodges  claiming  masonic  jurisdiction  over  the  three  degrees  belong- 
ing to  all  Grand  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was  recognized  as  a  Sovereign 
Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Benjamin  B.  Botts  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Geo.  H.  Bringhurst,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  J.  K.  P.  Gillaspie  made  his  second  report  on  correspon- 
dence, and,  of  course,  Alabama  stands  tirst  in  review. 

He  opposes  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  and  well  and 
tersely  says  : 

The  citizenship  of  masoury  should  terminate  upon  a  declared  in- 
tention to  become  a  citizen  of  another  jurisdiction.  You  can  only 
enforce  your  rule  by  the  comity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  where  the  Mason 
or  the  rejected  lives;  you  have  no  courts  certainly  to  reach  him;  then 
why  contend  for  a  principle  which  is  shown  to  be  a  false  position 
from  this  very  fact. 

He  thinks  it  a  dangerous  thing  to  meddle  with  the  question  of 
prerogative,  and  that  the  fewer  dispensations  granted  by  Grand  Mas- 
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ten  the  better.  So  say  we  ;  but  can  any  at  all  be  granted  except  for 
tht)  formation  of  new  lodges?  w&s  the  question  raised  by  P.  O.  M. 
Cobb. 

UTAH. 

The  Fourteenth  A.nnual  Gommnnication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  Territory  was  held  on  the  20th  January,  1885,  with  Grand  Mas- 
ter James  Lowe,  presiding.  All  the  Lodges  ot  the  jurisdiction  were 
represented.  These  are  eight  in  number,  with  a  membership  of  482, 
the  increase  having  been  only  four. 

The  address  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  contains  many  interesting 
passages,  and  from  it  we  will  clip  liberally.  He  is  averse  to  too  has- 
tily recognizing  applying  newly  formed  Grand  Lodges  when  other 
Grand  bodies  already'  have  a  foothold. 

He  recommended  that  the  sessions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  bebiennoal, 
and  the  committee  on  jarisprndence  reported  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  to  that  end,  which  was  unanimously  approved,  and  now 
remains  to  be  acted  on  at  the  next  Communication. 

From  his  remarks  under  * 'suspension  for  non-payment  of  does," 
we  find  that  in  Utah  dues  do  not  ran  during  this  so-called  suspen- 
sion, which  makes  the  delinquent  thus  ''master  of  the  situation," as 
the  Grand  Master  very  properly  observes.  In  reference  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts departure  he  thus  speaks,  and  connected  therewith  we 
also  give  what  he  says  about  'the  Papal  Encyclical."  It  is  exceed- 
iugly  temperate  and  just.  " 

ILLEGAL.   LEGISLATION. 

When  Grand  Lodges  go  outside  of  their  legitimate  sphere  of  legis- 
lation they  are  sure  to  err.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  by 
acknowledging  that  the  "Chapter,"  "Commandery,*  and  the  bodies 
of  the  "  Scottish  Bite"  are  "daly  and  regularly  constituted"  Masonic 
bodies  has  thrown  a  fire-brand  into  all  Grand  Lodges  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  whicU  will  not  be  easily  extinguished  The  prin- 
cipalH  who  promoted  this  kind  of  legislation  may  belong  and  hold 
membership  in  those  bodies,  bat  had  they  been  trae  to  their  ahna 
mater ^  they  should  have  hesitated  to  spread  surh  a  resolution  on  thoir 
records.  And  it  is  very  (laestionable  whether  those  bodies  rsally  «)ver 
seriously  demanded  snch  a  recognition,  and  if  they  did,  it  never  offi- 
cially reached  us,  tor  they  would  have  asked  it  as  a  universal  right. 
I  myself  have  been  for  a  score  of  years,  and  am  now,  a  member  of 
those  bodies,  and  while  it  is  no  secret  that  those  bodies  admit  none 
into  their  rauks  who  have  not  previously  received  the  several  degrees 
of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason  in  a  regular 
constituted  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  yet  that  is  all  that 
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is  asked.  What  right,  then,  has  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
MasoDs,  ^hich  to  all  iDtents  and  purposes  cannot  as  a  body  have  any 
knowledge  of  any  degree  outside  of  the  degrees  they  proclaim  to  leg- 
islate on,  to  legislate  on  the  acknowledgment  of  bodies  the  subject 
of  which  must  per  se  be  foreign  to  them. 

As  an  individual  Mason  I  believe  I  have  a  right,  and  I  am  not  dis- 
loyal to  my  Grand  Lodge  if  I  choose  to  join  any  of  the  numerous 
charitable  associations  in  existence,  and  I  am  as  free  to  acknowledge 
that  I  have  found  no  cause  to  regret  that  I  became  early  in  my  ma- 
sonic life  a  member  of  the  Chapter,  Council,  Knights  Templar,  or 
attained  the  Thirty-second  Degree  in  the  Scottish  Kit^  in  a  just  and 
lawful  manner,  and  I  am  proud  to  have  remained  a  member  thereof 
ever  since,  but  I  firmly  believe  I  would  stultify  membership  asking 
for  a  recognition  where  I  know  I  have  no  right. 

All  such  legislation  leads  to  mischief,  and  whether  that  legislation 
was  aimed  to  squelch  the  aspiration  of  some  new  order  also  claiming 
to  be  Masonic  and  alleged  to  be  in  possession  of  ninety -six  degrees, 
or  of  any  other  disappointed  high-sounding  title  aspirant,  the  old 
adage,  **Shoemaker  stick  to  thy  last."  is  the  best  advice  we  should 
give  to  such  legislators,  and  I  hope  the  Grand  Lodge  will  be  pro- 
nounced on  this  subject. 

THE    PAPAL  ENCYCLICAL. 

Leo  XIII.,  from  his  pontificate  at  Rome  on  the  20th  of  April,  1884, 
issued  ail  encyclical  letter  denouncing  in  unmeasured  and  bitter 
terms  Freemasonry,  accusing  them  of  almost  everything  known  to  be 
bad,  and  hurling  his  damnaius  against  them.  That  such  a  letter 
should  emanate  from  that  source  should  be  no  astonishment  to  Ma- 
sons, for  in  that  he  but  imitates  many  of  his  predecessors.  Clement 
Xn.,  Benedict  XIV.,  Pius  VII.,  Leo  XII.,  Pius  VIU.,  Gregory  XVI. 
and  Pius  IX.  have  all  alike  issued  more  or  less  denunciatory  circulars 
cursing  Masonry. 

It  must  be  a  consoling  fact  to  the  present  Pontiff  that  the  result  of 
all  those  anathema  and  damnata— from  1738,  when  Clement  XII.  first 
commenced  his  attacks  on  masonry,  to  1884,  when  Leo  XIII.  renews 
them — has  been  that  that  there  are  more  Masons  in  any  of  the  States 
of  the  United  States  than  there  were  in  1738  in  the  whole  known 
world.  If  Masons  really  are  what  the  Pontiff  accuses  them  of  being, 
then  the  sooner  the  world  and  society  in  general  ostracises  them  the 
better,  but  the  examples  of  the  lives  of  the  many  hundred  thousands 
of  MasouH  is  the  best  refutation  of  the  charges  against  them.  To  be 
▼nlgar  and  say  to  the  Pontiff  *'You're  another,"  would  be  no  answer. 
To  say  that  the  Grand  Master  of  Berlin,  that  stately  old  Emperor 
William,  is  a  Socialist,  aiming  to  make  his  Empire  a  godless  state, 
can  only  provoke  smiles  from  the  sensible.  To  say  that  George 
Washington,  that  grand  man,  and  the  constellation  of  great  men— his 
contemporrtries-who  achieved  a  glory  on  earth,  second,  perhaps,  to 
none,  were  devising  a  government  to  be  an  example  to  all  govern- 
ments on  earth,  were,  at  the  same  time  knowing  themselves  to  be 
prominent  Masons,  instituting  a  government  moulded  and  shaped  on 
the  pattern  that  it  may  answer  the  spirits  and  aims  of  Masons,  would 
be  a  libel  on  these  men,  and  yet  saon  is  the  accnsation. 
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It  is  well  known  to  all  the  world  that  except  oar  ritnal,  we  haye 
nothing  secret,  all  our  teachings  are  in  print,  we  pnblish  oar  pro- 
ceedings and  haye  nothing  to  hide.  Ambitious  men,  from  motiTes 
sinister,  have  from  time  to  time  attacked  masonry  to  farther  some 
personal  end«,  or  because  they  have  failed  to  be  admitted  at  its  por- 
tals, yet  Masonry  has  sarvived  all  such  aggressions. 

It  IS  historical  that  Galileo,  after,  in  1632,  publishing  his  great  book 
entitled,  '*Dialogo  dei  due  Masmmi  Sistemi  del  Mondo,*'  was  bj  the 
torture  ot  the  inquisition  compelled  to  retract  his  assertions,  bat  on 
the  torture  being  removed  he  exclaimed,  **Epur8i  munove.*'  Ig- 
norance no  doubt  will  from  time  to  time  keep  on  assailing  our  insti- 
tution, but  Masonry  willal^vays  be  able  to  exclaim,  **Epursi  muovt." 

Under  auspices  of  this  Grand  Lodge  and  through  the  untiring 
energy  of  some  of  its  members  and  their  liberality,  a  library  of  now 
more  than  6,000  volumes  is  open  to  the  public,  and  the  Grand  Libra- 
rian informs  us  that  *' about  100  persons  visit  the  room  daily,  and 
that  in  the  winter  evenings  from  twenty  to  thirty  men  of  all  ages 
would  sit  there  reading  and  studying."    This  is  truly  a  noble  work. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was  declared  ''a  regular  or- 
ganized Grand  Lodge,"  and  to  it  '*the  right  hand  of  fellowship"  was 
extended. 

Brother  Parley  Lycurgus  Williams  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Christopher  Diehl,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Diehl  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing 
the  proceedings  of  fifty-two  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  we  find 
Alabama  for  1883.  He  approves  our  action  in  indefinitely  suspend- 
ing a  member  who  sells  liquor  in  violatson  of  law,  and  copies  the 
report  o!  the  committee  on  the  subject  because  he  is  "so  delighted 
with  the  report." 

We  give  below  his  views  of  the  different  Bites  which  are  exercising 
our  eastern  brethren  in  so  sprightly  a  view  that  we  recommend  their 
perusal.     With  this  we  must  bid  this  pleasant  writer  adieu  : 

So  much  for  the  two  Egyptian  Rites  now  playing  havoc  among  the 
Eastern  Grand  Lodges.  Anybody  the  least  acquainted  with  Egyp- 
tian mythology  and  history  can  form  for  himself  an  idea  of  their 
work  lectures  and  secrets.  They  claim  to  have  their  original  char- 
ters fr.^m  France.  Be  it  so.  We  for  our  part  have  but  little  respect 
for  any  Masonry  transplanted  from  France.  Utah  Masonry  has  rea- 
son to  be  thankful  that  it  has  not  been  troubled  with  any  of  these 
Bites,  aud  we  hope  they  will  never  have  a  chance  to  disturb  oar 
peaceful  homes  Neither  do  we  winh  to  see  any  man  fleeced,  and 
certainly  not  u  Brother  Ma.son,  yet  it  did  our  heart  good  when  one 
beautiful  morning  a  certain  33^  member  from  a  neighboring  Stat« 
came  here  and  stoppe  i  over  just  long  enough  to  induce  about  twelve 
Master  Masons  to  have  the  Scottish  Bite  Degrees  from  the  4th  to  the 
14th  conferred  upon  them.     It  was  done  in  a  hotel  nut  far  from  onr 
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Hall.  Price,  fifteen  dollars  each,  cash  dowD.  The  followiog  day  the 
skilled  (?)  workman  vomoosed,  and  left  the  little  herd  without  a  shep- 
herd We  hope  it  was  the  last  attempt  of  the  kind  in  Utah,  but  if 
ever  another  should  be  tried  we  shall  stand  our  man  and  expose  the 
concern. 

And  what  is  there  in  Scottish  Rite  Masonry,  which,  too,  has  thrown 
a  firebran  in  some  of  the  Eastern  Grand  Lodges.  Its  works  and  lec- 
tures are  based  partly  on  Mythology,  partly  on  Histx  ry,  but  by  far 
the  largest  part  of  it  is  romance,  and  that  often  appears  as  if  tired 
out  of  a  rifle.  No  doubt  its  teachings  are  good,  its  work  may  be  nice 
and  attractive,  but  neither  can  be  more  so  than  in  the  lodge. 

Where  did  Scottish  Rite  Masonry  originate  ?  For  the  information 
of  those  of  our  home  readers  who  may  be  unacquainted  with  it,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  answer  the  question.  That  done,  we  can  throw 
the  subject  to  the  rubbish  of  the  Temple,  for  if  signs  on  the  Masonic 
horizon  are  reliable,  nothing  wijl  be  left  of  it  in  a  few  more  years. 
At  present  there  are  two  Scottish  Rite  Grand  Bodies  in  the  arena, 
each  claiming  to  be  simon  pure.  The  oldest  l^ody,  at  the  head  of 
which,  in  the  United  States,  stands  the  venerable  brother,  Albert 
Pike,  and  which  is  divided  in  two  jurisdictions— North  and  South  — 
claims  as  ita  founder  no  less  a  personage  than  Frederick  the  Great,  of 
Prussia.  The  other,  which  made  its  appearance  within  the  last  few 
years,  and  of  which  we  know  but  little,  and  care  less,  originated 
among  the  Latiu  races.  One  need  not  to  be  a  very  deep  student  of 
Masonic  history  to  know  that  the  Latin  races,  which  are  mostly  ad- 
herents to  the  Romish  Church,  never  were  pure  masons,  or  practiced 
its  teachings  in  its  true  spirit.  They  either  used  it  for  political  or 
religious  propaganda,  or  for  personal  purposes.  They  manufactured 
any  amount  of  Degrerss,  and  with  them  church  or  princely  titles,  to 
satisfy  their  own  vanity.  It  is  this  organization  that  has  lately  sep- 
arated from  the  original  one,  and  now  styles  itself,  "The  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite.  33*^,  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
tbeir  Territories  and  Dependencies." 

Concerning  the  first  Body  and  its  origin,  the  Craft  is  altogether 
too  far  advanced  and  of  too  inquisitive  a  turn  of  mind  to  believe  that 
Frederick  the  Great  had  founded  its  thirty-three  degrees.  His  biog- 
raphy has  been  read  too  much,  and  it  is  too  well  known  that  he  had 
neither  time  nor  inclination  to  trouble  himself  about  Freemasonry. 
He  was  not  that  kind  of  a  man.  That  he  was  made  a  Mason  is  true, 
but  we  doubt  whether  he  had  the  true  principles  of  Masonry  at  heart. 
When  asked  by  his  friend  Voltaire  what  Freemasonry  was,  he  an- 
swered: **Ein grosser  Xichis,''  (a  great  nothing).  He  uiight  have,  and 
we  believe  he  did  respect  Freemasonry,  but  why?  Because  he  knew 
that  its  votaries  were  peaceful  citizens  and  loyal  to  his  government, 
and  the  times  being  critical  lie  needed  them.  At  one  time,  in  the 
Rheinisch  provinces,  the  Catholic  populace,  incited  by  the  Jesuits, 
commenced  a  warfare  against  the  Brethren,  insulting  them  openly 
and  demolishing  their  Halls,  and  Frederick  being  informed  of  the 
disgraceful  affair,  wrote  a  personal  letter  to  the  Bishop,  saying:  "1 
want  you  to  leave  the  Freemasons  alone;  they  are  my  best  citizens." 
These  few  words  show  plainly  why  he  protected  the  Craft:  it  was 
selfishness,  nothing  else.  He  may  have  visited  once  in  a  while  a 
Lodge,  bat  certainly  not  very  often,  and  he  was  altogether  too  much 
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engaged  in  establishing  the  permanency  of  the  House  of  Uohenzol- 
lern  to  create  thirty-three  Degrees  in  Masonry.  For  his  times.  Fred- 
erick was  a  great  man,  bat  when  it 'comes  to  his  Masonry  we  sell  him 
short. 

The  other  so-called  higher  Degrees  have  no  better  fonndation. 
Their  origin  is  all  smoky  aod  even  fraudulent.  Take,  for  instance, 
the  Chapter  Degrees  lu  the  last  J'roceedings  of  Iowa.  Bro.  Parvin 
informs  us  that  he  has  a  book  in  the  Library,  printed  in  Dublin,  1754, 
beiiring  the  following  title:  *'A  serious  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the 
cause  of  the  present  decay  of  Freemasonry  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ire- 
land,'* by  Fifield  Dassigny.  Of  the  (contents  of  this  rare  book,  Bro. 
Parvin  says: 

**The  work  contains  the  earliest  known  reference  to  B'»yal  Arch 
Masonry,"  and  then  quotes  the  following  passage:  *'How  comes  it 
to  pass,  that  some  have  been  led  away  with  ridiculotis  innovaiUma,  an 
example  of  which  1  shall  prove  by  a  certain  propagation  of  a  falae 
system  some  few  years  ago  in  this  city  (Dublin)  who  imposed  upon 
several  worthy  men  under  pretence  of  being  master  of  the  Botal 
Arch,  which  he  asserted  he  had  brought  with  him  from  the  City  of 
York,  and  that  the  beanties  of  the  Craft  did  principally  consist  in 
the  knowledge  of  this  valuable  piece  of  Masonry."  Bro.  Parvin  adds  : 
'*  It  is  curious  to  read  how  the  learned  brother  goes  on  to  denounce 
the  'scheme'  and  the  'fallacious  art/  which  he  plainly  proves  to  be  *a 
false  doctrine,'  for  which  the  scheming  innovator  was  excluded  from 
all  benefits  of  the  Craft.     *  The  stone  which  the  builders  rejected  !' " 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  Brother  Webb  worked  the 
whole  thiDg  over,  and  thus  came  to  hand  the  three  first  Degrees  of 
Blue  Lodge  Masonry,  the  Chapter  Degrees,  or  Royal  Arch  Biasonry, 
and  the  Council  Degrees  oi  Cryptic  Masonry.  The  very  last  is 
Knights  Templarism.  It  was  originally  formed  in  that  country  fond 
of  shows,  feathers  and  titles — France— travelled  from  there  to  Scot- 
land, if  we  remember  correctly,  and  reached  its  height  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  where  once  such  plain  men  as  Washington  and 
Franklin  stood  at  the  head  of  pure  and  simple  Ancient  Craft  Ma- 
sonry. 

VERMONT. 

The  Ninety-Second  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  11th  day  of  Juna,  1884,  M.  W.  Brother  Ozro  Meacham, 
Grand  Master,  presiding,  and  with  representatives  from  85  of  the  102 
Lodges  present.  The  total  membership  within  this  jurisdiction  is 
7944,  an  increase  of  40  over  last  report. 

The  Grand  Master  announced,  *'The  outlook  is  flattering,  and  the 
condition  of  the  Craft  is  promising,  peace  and  brotherly  love  prevail 
throughout  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge.*' 

His  decisions  are  eminently  satisfactory,  among  them  we  quote  bis 
2d  for  its  Catholicity  and  true  masonic  ring.  In  copying  it  we  give  it 
as  printed  in  the  Proceedings  exactly: 
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2.  Color  or  Nationality  of  a  candidate  should  be  no  objection, pro- 
vided he  is  in  every  other  way  eligible  and  desirable. 

Agreeing  as  we  do  with  him  on  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
making  the  Lodge  a  means  of  cultivating  more  assiduously  the  social 
relations  of  the  members,  we  extract  his  views  on  this  subject,  only 
adding,  that  we  in  our  sphere  have  striven  to  the  same  end  in  our 
own  Lodge  with  some  success: 

And  in  this  connection,  I  would  say  that  where  the  social  relations 
of  members  of  the  fraternity  are  especially  taken  into  consideration, 
there  the  institution  is  the  most  successful  and  the  Lodges  are  the 
most  flourishing.  I  would  recommend  that  every  Lodge  within  this 
jurisdiction  take  especial  pains,  during  the  coming  year,  to  hold  so- 
cial gatherings  as  often  as  once  a  month,  and  thus  endeavor  to  create 
a  new  interest  among  those  brethren  who  have  become  careless  and 
do  not  attend  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Lodge  as  they  should  do. 
The  order  of  exercises  at  these  gatherings  should  be  to  the  end  that 
we  may  become  better,  and  more  attached  to  the  principles  of  Ma- 
sonry. 

Let  the  brethren  take  turns  in  preparing  the  addresses  to  be  deliv- 
ered before  the  members  of  the  Lodge. 

A  resolution  to  recognize  the  "Masonic  Relief  Association  of  Ver- 
mont" was  introduced,  and  referred  to  a  special  committee,  who  rath- 
er threw  cold  water  on  the  enterprise  in  the  following  report: 

The  special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  relat- 
ing to  the  "Masonic  Belief  Association  of  Vermont"  beg  leave  to  re- 
port: 

That  upon  careful  consideration  of  the  matter  therein  contained, 
they  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  no  special  action  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  is  demanded.  Respectfully  submitted. 

It  will  be  observed  herein  that  no  reasons  are  given,  but  the  com- 
mittee convinced  by  their  course  that  they  had  no  faith  in  an  enter- 
prise of  the  sort.  We  find  however,  that,  that  of  New  York  is  doing 
a  world  of  good  and  is  patronized  by  its  Grand  Lodge;  that  in  Mary- 
land our  brethren  have  felt  the  advantage  of  such  an  enterprise,  and 
for  a  long  period  that  of  Louisiana  has  dispensed  charity  to  the  ines- 
timable benefit  of  the  Lodges.  We  should  remember  that  in  "union 
there  is  strength,"  and  that  under  an  arrangement  of  this  kind  impos- 
tors and  dead  beats  are  the  more  readily  exposed. 

Brother  Meacham  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Wm. 
H.  Root,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  was  made  by  P.  G.  M.,  L.  C.  But- 
ler, who  courteously  reviews  the  Proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1883. 

13 
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He  commeods  the  woFiU  of  Grand  Master  Cobb,  who  wonld  have  the 
members  of  the  Fraternity  exemplify  in  their  own  lives  more  fnlly 
**that  morality  tanght  by  Masonry". 

We  make  but  one  extract  from  this  interesting  docnment,  because 
of  our  fear  of  exhansting  the  patience  of  oar  readers,  and  the  proba- 
ble appropriation  of  Grand  Lodge  to  this.  He  8>iys  in  reply  to  Bro. 
Parvin  of  Iowa,  who  took  issae  with  the  remarks  of  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  Vermont,  in  the  statement  that — 

''Masonry  has  laws,  regulations  and  landmarks  which  distinguish 
it;  are  all  that  are  necessary  for  its  government,  and  are  as  unrepeal- 
able  and  unalterable  as  are  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians."  We 
had  the  impression  that  the  "laws  and  regulations"  of  the  Masonic 
institution  were  designed  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  ''landmarks'" 
of  the  Order,  and  that  the  latter  were  established  and  had  existed 
from  time  whereof  "the  memory  of  m-m  runneth  not  to  tht*  contra- 
ry," their  antiquity  being  an  essential  element.  And  farther,  that 
these  "landmarks"  are  now  just  what  they  were  centuries  ago.  and 
that  they  will  remain  and  must  contiuue  in  force  so  long  as  Masonry 
shall  exist.  Moreover,  if  our  memory  serves  us  right,  we  have  read 
somewhere  that  the  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Lodge  assents  in  his  in- 
stallation "that  no  man  or  body  of  men  have  power  to  make  innova- 
tions in  the  body  of  Masonry."  What  does  all  this  mean,  if  there  are 
no  fixed  rules  and  regulations  and  landmarks  by  which  the  Masonic 
fraternity  are  governed,  and  which  have  been  in  existence  from  timo 
immemorial?  Opinions  may  differ  as  to  the  construction  which  shall 
be  put  upon  those  landmarks,  but  that  does  not  destroy  or  render  in- 
valid the  landmark.  Our  idea  of  the  institution  of  Masonry  is  that 
of  an  ancient  and  honorable  fraternity,  which  has  been  transmitted 
from  generation  to  generation  of  its  sons  through  all  the  successive 
ages  of  its  existence,  unimpaired  in  all  its  forms  and  ceremonies,  its 
methods  of  recognition,  and  in  all  its  essential  principles  of  govern- 
ment, of  morality,  of  brotherly  love,  of  charity  and  truth.  Its  antiq- 
uity is  its  beauty  and  gl<»ry.  Masonry  modernized  or  torn  from  vs 
moorings  in  the  stability  and  permanency  and  universality  of  its  laws, 
rules  and  regulations,  as  specifically  defined  in  its  ancient  landmarks, 
would  leave  it  with  no  form  or  comeliness  that  would  make  it  desira- 
ble. It  would  be  like  Simson  shorn  of  his  locks,  weak  as  other  fra- 
ternal organizHtions  that  have  sprung  up  like  mushrooms,  and  have 
perished  or  languished  as  quick. 

We  have  also  received  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
State  at  its  Ninety-Third  Annual  Communication  held  on  10th  June, 
1885,  at  which  Grand  Master  Meacham  presided.  We  find  by  a  com- 
parison of  the  number  of  members  reported  this  year  and  last,  that 
there  has  been  a  decrease  of  4  during  the  year. 

We  entirely  agree  with  the  Grand  Master  in  his  views  in  regard  to 
dispensations  to  make  Masons  out  of  time,  and  are  somewhat  astound- 
ed, that  one  who  thinks  and  reasons  so  well,  should  not  have  acted 
on  his  eonvictions: 
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During  the  year  I  have  granted  diBpensations  to  four  Lodges  to  re- 
ceive and  act  upon  petitions  without  regard  to  the  time  prescribed 
by  the  Hy-Laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  These  dispensations  have  been 
granted  very  reluctantly  by  me,  and  only  upon  the  urgent  represen- 
tations of  the  Master  of  the  Lodge  as  to  the  litness  of  tbe  candidate 
and  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  case  for  which  such  dispensation 
was  asked.  Many  other  applications  have  been  made  for  dispensa- 
tions to  confer  the  degrees,  without  waiting  the  prescribed  time;  but 
as  the  reasons  given  were  not  of  a  nature  to  require  such  hasty  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Lodge  making  the  application,  or  for  the 
Grand  Master  to  exercise  this  prerogative,  permission  was  refused. 
This  hasty  manner  ot  making  Masons  cannot  be  too  strongly  con- 
demned; and  should  be  practiced  (if  at  all)  with  great  caution  on  the 
part  of  the  Lodge  receiving  the  petition,  as  well  as  by  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter. It  is  an  injury,  not  only  to  the  fraternity,  but  also  to  the  candi- 
date who  receives  the  df^grees.  He  is  sent  forth  in  the  Masonic  world 
as  a  fuU  fledged  Mason,  when  of  fuct  he  knows  nothing  of  the  objects 
and  principles  of  Masonry,  and  not  enough  of  the  secrets  to  enable 
him  to  make  himself  known  as  a  Mason  or  to  gain  admission  into  any 
well  regulated  Lodge.  Ordinarily  there  is  plenty  of  opportunity  for 
those  who  honestly  desire  this  knowledge  for  the  benefit  ot  others  as 
well  as  themselves,  to  obtain  the  degrees  in  the  usual  time  and  man- 
ner. A  person  who  desires  the  knowledge  of  Masonry  for  his  own 
personal  benefit,  is  very  apt  to  postpone  his  application  up  to  the  last 
moment,  or  until  he  is  convinced  tnat  it  is  to  his  interest  to  have  it. 
Such  an  one  is  rarely,  if  ever,  of  benefit  to  the  fraternity. 

The  Grand  Master  alluded  to  the  condition  of  affairs  between  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  Quebec  and  of  England,  and  only  regretted  that 
Quebec  had  not  taken  the  ultimate  step  of  forbidding  Masonic  inter- 
course with  all  those  of  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England; 
and  the  committee  on  the  address  recommended  the  following,  which 
was  adopted: 

Resolvedy  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont  approves  the  procla- 
mation of  the  Grand  Lod^e  of  Quebec,  declining  non-intercourse  with 
tbe  three  Lodges  in  that  jurisdiction  that  refuse  to  submit  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  and  continue  their 
allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 

Brother  Marsh  G.  Perkins  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Wm.  H   Boot,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  presented  by  P.  G.  M.,  L.  C. 
Butler,  and  among  the  Proceedings  reviewed,  we  find  those  of  Ala- 
bama for  1884.  We  regret  at  this  late  hour,  not  being  able  to  do 
more  than  give  this  short  notice  of  so  interesting  a  paper. 
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VIRGINIA. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Grand  Annual  Communication  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  was  held  on  December  5th,  1884,  M. 
W.  Grand  Master,  Francis  P.  Hill,  being  in  the  East,  and  with  ]2n 
Lodges  represented.  In  this  jurisdiction  there  are  234  Lodges,  with 
a  membership  of  9,356,  the  increase  during  the  year  having  been  over 
300. 

From  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  the  reports  of  the  sev- 
eral D.  D.  G.  Masters,  the  Lodges  with  few  exceptions,  appear  to  be 
doing  well,  and  are  moderately  prosperous. 

M.  W.  Brother  Hill  was  the  D.  G.  Master,  but  the  mantle  of  Grand 
Master  Murray  was  transferred  to  him  by  the  death  of  the  latter. 

Brother  Beverly  R.  Wellford  Jr.,  P.  G.  M.,  delivered  a  very  beauti- 
ful eulogy  to  his  memory. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  confined  to  matters  of  local 
interest  only. 

Brother  Hill  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Wm.  B.  Isaacs 
continued  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  introduced  by  the  committee  with 
the  statement,  that  *'we  have  bad,  and  we  intend  to  have,  none  but 
friendly  bouts  with  our  brother  reporters.  Whenever  a  discu.sgion 
degenerates  into  a  personal  quarrel,  it  is  time  for  a  Mason  to  decline 
to  continue  it."  Just  so,  but  we  have  noticed  no  such  tendency 
among  the  reporters  of  late  years.  Their  efforts  have  I'een  directed, 
and  with  some  success,  to  **unifying  the  Craft." 

As  we  have  attempted,  throughout  this  report,  to  lay  before  you 
the  diverse  opinions  in  relation  to  the  prerogatives  claimed  for  Gnind 
Masters  for  your  enlightenment,  we  make  no  apology  for  the  follow- 
lowing  extract  from  this  report  on  the  subject.  Our  brethren  of  the 
committee  err,  however,  in  attributing  the  raising  of  this  question  to 
G.  M.  Bankhead.  To  his  predecessor  is  it  due,  when  in  his  address 
he  claimed  that  all  powers  not  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  were 
denied  to  the  Grand  Master,  or  to  that  effect: 

The  Grand  Master  does  not  know  why  Grand  Masters  are  notbonnd 
by  '^oonHtitutions,"  so  called.  We  answer,  because  the  **constita- 
tions,"  in  the  American  sense  of  the  word,  are  not  constitutions  of 
the  kind  which  hundreds  of  years  ago  were  known  to  the  fraternity 
in  England,  whence  we  get  all  of  our  Masonry  —because,  as  every 
Master.  Grand  or  not,  promises  — 

**You  admit  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man,  or  body  of  men, 
to  make  innovations  in  the  body  of  Masonry." 

Because  landmarks  are  the  only  ^ 'constitutions"  any  Grand  Lodge 
cannot  alter  or  repeal  at  will. 
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Because  every  prerogative  (not  every  power)  of  the  Grand  MaAter  is 
necessarily  a  landmark,  and  therefore  "it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any 
man,  or  body  of  men,"  to  take  these  prerogatives  away  from  him. 

Among  these  prerogatives  which  are  Inodmurks.  and  therefore  can- 
not be  taken  from  the  Grand  Master,  is  the  right  to  grant  dispensa- 
tions. The  Pope  of  Bome  grants  dispensations  setting  aside  tempo- 
rarily not  the  moral  law  but  the  laws  of  the  Church  and  even  for  al- 
lowing what  would  otherwise  be  unlawful  acts.  The  fraternity  of 
Free  Masons  used  to  be  under  the  protection  of  that  Church.  From 
that  church  we  get  our  saints  and  saints'  days.  So  far  as  anybody 
knows,  the  two  Saints  John  were  not  vjasons,  or  **Patrons  of  Mason- 
ry," as  we  are  sometimes  taught,  but  merely  **Patron  Saints  of  Ma- 
sonry." Nobody  knows  anything  as  to  the  day  of  the  birth  of  either 
of  these  S;iints.  We  celebrate  the  days  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
celebrates.  [We  have  a  letter  from  Bishop  Kain  on  this  subject.] 
From  the  same  Church  the  founders  of  our  Order  learned  that  t>e 
head  of  the  Craft  could  grant  Dispensations.  No  orthodox  Pope— no 
Pope  worthy  of  the  name  -will  ever  admit  that  his  prerogative  to  grant 
Dispensations  can  be  taken  away  from  him  "by  any  man,  or  body  of 
men.''  No  Grand  Master  worthy  of  the  name— no  orthodox  Grand 
Master  — will  ever  admit  that  his  prerogatives  can  betaken  away  from 
him  "by  any  man,  or  body  of  men."  We  do  not  mean  to  bo  discour- 
teous to  Grand  Mf^ster  Bankhead,  nor  to  any  of  our  brethren  who 
agree  with  him  in  opinion.  We  are  only  trying  to  be  as  dogmatic  as 
thoy  are,  and  to  let  them  know  that  doctrines  taught  by  such  men  as 
Drummond  and  Vaux  cannot  be  "whistled  down  the  wind"  by  the 
mere  use  of  hard  words  and  unfraternal  language. 

While  reviewinjr  **  Alabama^"  we  will  quote  from  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  North  Carolina,  as  follows  : 

Masonic  law  embraces  not  only  the  lex  scripta  but  lex  non  scripta. 
The  latter  includes  in  its  circle  the  Grand  Mtister's  prerogatives ^  one 
of  which  is  the  power  of  Ditpensatlon ;  and,  when  properly  de- 
termined, is  as  sncreti  and  mviolalAe  qa  the  former.  The  Grand  Master 
is  the  custodian  in  the  several  Jurisdictions  of  Masonic  tradition.  It 
is  his  duty  to  transmit  this  code  as  pure  as  he  received  it. 

TERRITORY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

This  Grand  Lodge  met  in  its  twenty-eighth  annual  communication 
on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1885,  M.  W.  Bro.  W.  H.  White,  Grand  Master, 
being  in  the  chair.  There  were  present  representatives  from  37 
Lodges,  the  whole  number  being  but  40.  The  membership  foots  up 
1,703,  being  177  more  than  at  last  report. 

The  Grand  Master  delivered  an  excellent  address  and  made  very 
sound  rulings,  but  we  are  led  to  infer  from  the  tenor  of  his  remarks 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  be  found  scattered 
throughout  the  pamphlet,  either  that  our  brethren  in  Washington 
are  unmindful  of  the  first  of  the  four  cardinal  virtues  or  that  the 
spirit  of  prohibition  has  taken  deep  root  and  aspiring  politicians  aim 
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at  making  the  iDfluence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  work  for  their  benefit 
Various  efforts  were  made  to  tatoo  the  manufacturer  and  retailer  of 
gpirituous  liquors,  but  not  a  word  is  said  about  the  middleman.  Yet, 
the  Grand  Master,  though  imbued  with  this  same  spirit,  wisely  and 
soundly  ruled . 

Within  this  jurisdiction  a  person  of  good  moral  character,  when 
authorized  by  the  civil  power,  may  legitimately  engage  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  sale  of  intoxicatiug  liquors.  '^Chere  is  nothing  in  our  reg- 
ulations disqualifying  such  a  person  from  election  and  installation  io 
the  high  ofi&ce  of  Master.  All  persons  fit  to  be  members  of  a  Ma- 
sonic Lodge,  are  eligible  to  the  office  of  Master.  The  mere  fact  that 
he  is  engaged  m  the  lawful  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  does  not  dis- 
qualify him. 

He  was,  however,  not  (satisfied  with  hi<<  ruling  and  made  a  great 
many  remarks  on  the  ''Giant  evil,"  and  thinks  we  should  ''  not  deal 
harshly  or  ungenerously  with  those  of  our  household  who  have  not 
yet  reached  this  conception  of  duty." 

After  an  allusion  to  the  letter  of  Pope  Leo  he  uses  the  following 
language,  beautiful  and  true  : 

In  this  connection,  on  behalf  of  Masonry,  I  would  say  to  the  re- 
ligious bigot  of  whatever  Church,  sect  or  creed,  our  institution  has 
no  thoughts  of  interfering  in  any  way  with  your  time  worn  rites,  or 
theological  conceptions.  She  does  say  to  her  sons,  though,  search 
for  light.  Knowledge  is  not  forbidden  fruit.  As  one  or  her  very 
fundamentals,  she  hopes  for,  and  teaches  a  belief  in  the  immortality 
of  the  soul.  This  very  thing  makes  our  institution  an  aid  to  the 
truly  devout  and  religiously  inclined.  A  recent  writer  has  said  that 
immortality  "cannot  be  linked  with  the  early  superstitions  that 
sprang  out  of  the  childhood  of  the  race,  with  fetchicism  and  polythe- 
ism and  image  worship:  nor  is  it  akin  to  the  early  thought  that  per- 
sonified and  dramatized  the  forces  of  nature,  and  so  built  up  the 
great  mythologies.  These  were  the  first  rude  efforts  of  men  to  find  a 
cause  of  things,  and  to  connect  it  with  themselves  in  ways  of  worship 
and  propitiation.  But  the  idea  of  immortality  had  no  such  genesis. 
It  is  a  late  comer  into  the  world.  Men  worshiped  and  propitiated 
long  before  they  attained  to  a  clear  conception  of  a  future  fife.  A 
forecasting  shadow  of  it  may  have  hung  over  the  early  races;  a  voice 
not  fully  articulate  may  have  uttered  some  syllable  of  it,  and  gained 
at  last  expres-sion  in  theories  of  metempsychosis  and  visions  of  Nir- 
vana; but  the  doctrine  of  personal  immortality  belongs  to  a  later  age. 
It  grew  into  the  consciousness  of  the  world  with  the  growth  of  man, 
slowly  and  late,  and  marked  in  its  advent  the  stage  of  human  his- 
tory, when  man  began  to  recognize  the  dignity  of  his  nature.  It 
does  not  belong  to  the  childhood  of  the  race,  nor  can  it  be  classed 
with  the  dreams  and  guesses  in  which  ignorance  sought  refuge,  nor 
with  the  superstitions  through  which  men  strove  to  ally  themselves 
Mith  nature  and  its  powers.     It  belongs  to  them  neither  in  its  history 
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nor  in  its  nature.  It  came  with  the  fall  consciousness  of  selfhood, 
and  is  the  product  of  man's  fall  and  ripe  thought:  it  is  not  only  not 
allied  with  .the  early  superstitions,  but  is  the  reversal  of  them.  These 
in  their  last  analysis,  confessed  man's  subjection  to  nature  and  its 
powers,  and  shaped  themselves  inio  forms  of  expiation  and  propi- 
tiation ;  they,  implied  a  low  and  feeble  sense  of  his  nature,  and 
turned  on  his  condition  rather  than  on  his  nature,  on  a  sense  of  the 
external  world  Hnd  not  on  a  perception  of  hioiself.  But  the  asser- 
tion of  immortality  is  a  triumph  over  nature,  a  denial  of  its  forces. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was  recognized. 

Brother  Louis  Ziegler  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Thomas  Milburne  Reed,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Beed,  aided  to  some  extent  by  Brother  Zeigler,  made  the 
review  of  the  proceedings  of  53  Grand  Lodges,  including  those  from 
Alabama  of  1884.  The  following  remark  of  our  Grand  Master  Bank- 
head  was  emphasized  by  being  quoted  in  italics  :  *^No  man  isfitio  he 
made  a  masoji  until  his  desire  to  do  good  to  others  exceeds  his  own  selfish 
designs."  Of  the  refusal  of  our  Grand  Master  to  use  his  prerogative 
to  dispense  with  the  necessary  **proficiency,"  Brother  Beed  uses  this 
language : 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  as  does  that,  in 
effect,  of  every  other  Grand  Lodge,  requires  that  no  candidate  shall 
be  passed  or  raised  until  he  has  made  "suitable  proficieucy"  in  the 
preceding  degree.  The  Grand  Master  very  properly  refused  to  grant 
dispensations  in  violation  of  this  law.  We  are  gbid  to  know  his  head 
is  level  on  this  important  poinr.  It  is  a  fallacious  idea  to  suppose 
that  a  Grand  Master  can  set  aside  or  violate  the  plain  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  at  his  "will  and  pleasure.'  The  fact  is,  there  is  no 
Mason  that  assumes  greater,  if  so  great,  obligations  to  protect,  de- 
fend and  support  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  Masonry,  as  a  Grand 
Master.  Dispensations  are  proper  and  right,  as  pertaining  to  the 
functions  of  a  Grand  Master,  and  are  often  quite  necessary  to  meet 
exigencies  arising  in  the  work  of  Lodges,  but  the  power  and  authority, 
within  prescribed  limitations,  for  such  official  interposition,  should 
be  well  and  clearly  defined  in  the  Constitution. 

'Ihe  report  throughout  is  good  and  needed  no  apology. 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  11th  day  of  November,  1884,  with  Grand  Master  William 
G.  Bennett  in  the  East.  The  whole  number  of  working  Lodges  is 
83,  with  a  membership  of  3,518,  the  gain  over  last  report  being  18. 

The  Gran<l  Master  says  he  can  only  echo  the  complaint  of  his  pre- 
decessors as  to  the  negligence  of  the  D.  1).  G.  Masters  of  their  duties. 
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We  find  the  Grand  Master  ruling  ''That  it  is  irregular  and  improper 
to  confer  any  portion  of  the  degrees  of  £.  A. ,  F.  G.  and  M.  M.  upon 
more  than  one  candidate  at  a  time."  If  the  constitution  and  edicts 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  silent  on  this  subject  what  has  he  done  with 
Art.  IV,  of  the  "Old  Regulations"  of  1721  ?  This  provides  that  "No 
Lodge  shall  make  more  than  five  new  brothers  at  one  and  the  same 
time  without  an  urgent  necessity,"  &c. 

The  Grand  Lodge  indorsed  all  of  his  rulings. 

The  business  of  this  Communication  was  purely  routine  except  so 
far  as  the  report  of  Grand  Secretary,  and  of  the  Masooic  relief  com- 
mittee show  how  the  hearts  of  our  brethren  there  were  moved  by  the 
great  calamity  of  the  great  overflow  of  the  Ohio  River. 

Brother  George  £.  Thornburg  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
O.  S.  Long,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  correspondence  report. 

WISCONSIN. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Forty-First  Annual  Communication  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  comes  to  us  garnished  with  a  steel  engrav- 
ing of  its  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  Oliver  Libbey,  who  opened  it  on  the 
9th  day  of  June,  1885.  with  representatives  from  190  Lodges  present 
Of  the  203  lodges  within  the  jurisdiction  all  made  report,  there  being 
12,698  affiliated  Masons,  and  the  gain  during  the  year  being  293. 

Charters  were  granted  to  four  new  Lodges,  and  the  committee  od 
dispeneations  gave  to  the  Grand  Lecturer  a  sound  rebuke  for  the 
exercise  of  powers  in  no  way  his. 

**  The  Craft  has  enjoyed  a  year  of  harmony  and  prosperity,"  said 
the  Grand  Master.  His  decisions  seem  to  us  to  be  sound,  and  in 
strict  accordance  with  Masonic  law  as  generally  construed. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria,  in  Australia,  received  fraternal 
recognition. 

Brother  Libbey  was  re-elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Jno.  W   Laflin,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Emmons  £.  Chapin  again  made  the  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  Alabama 
for  1884.  We  thank  him  for  his  kind  words  of  ourself  and  are  pleased 
with  the  full  notice  given  to  Alabama. 

Under  Missouri  we  find  him  using  the  following,  which  so  fully 
describes  our  own  experience  that  we  give  it  to  you  brethren  as  if 
our  own  : 
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"Well  do  we  remember  when  we  took  up  the  first  book  of  proceedings 
to  read  for  the  purpose  of  reviewing.  Well  do  we  remember  when 
we  had  completed  the  title,  how  we  looked  about  us  to  see  who  were 
to  read  us  and  how  they  would  talk  when  our  efforts  reached  them — 
before  our  eyes  or  between  our  eyes  and  the  paper  pad,  would  pass 
Bros.  Drummond,  Vincil,  Vaux,  Pierson,  Simons,  Gurney,  Parvin, 
Singleton,  Richards,  Hedges  and  others  of  the  Grand  Army  of  able 
reviewers,  besides  the  hosts  of  my  own  Brethren  at  home,  with  whom 
we  have  been  associated  for  years — and  every  Mason  can  read  and 
write,  and  think  too.  Yes,  we  confess  a  weakness  -  not  the  shivering, 
shrinking  of  a  cringing  coward,  but  a  fear  that  we  were  unable  to  do 
our  duty,  even  passably  well  Now  that  the  Brethren  at  home  and 
the  correspondents  abroad  have  given  a  good  word  for  the  work  doue 
last  year,  our  courage  is  strengthened  and  we  move  on. 

The  report  consists  of  194  pages  and  contains  many  mopt  valuable 
extracts,  as  an  apology  for  which,  he  says  : 

It  may  appear  at  first  sight  that  we  have  made  too  liberal  extracts, 
but  upon  close  examination  it  will  be  ascertaiued  that  the  quotations 
eiiibody  the  expressed  Masonic  thoughts  of  the  best  Mrtsonic  writers 
or  speakers  on  the  Globe,  and  instead  of  making  a  synopsis  whereby 
the  Deanty  of  the  expreKsion  might  be  marred,  we  have  given  the 
sentiment  in  whole,  adhering  to  our  well  grounded  belief,  that  a 
liberal  extract  is  better  than  a  garbled  synopsis. 

With  the  following  tabular  statement  of  Bro.  Drummond,  of  Maine, 
our  task  is  finished. 

We  copy  the  following  **  Comparison  of  Statistics'  from  the  report 
of  Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  of  Maine,  which  is  for  the  year  ending 
April  30,  1884: 

G.  Lodges.  Totals.  G.  L.  Totals.  G.  L.  Totals. 

1884.  1884.  2883.  1883.  1882.  1882. 

Members 55  587,321  55  579,826  54  566,149 

Raised 54  30,620  54  28,374  52  22,829 

Admission,  &c 54  20.906  53  20,908  52  18,630 

Dismissions 55  18,070  34  20,165  53  15,259 

Expulsions 52  496  52  644  50  566 

Suspensions 34  205  36  350  34  280 

Suspensions,  n.  p.  d.         54  13,993  54  14,549  51  15,750 

Deaths 55  7,600  55  7,474  53  6,656 

With  heartfelt  thanks  to  our  brother  reporters  for  their  warm  sym- 
pathy in  our  aflliction,  which  is  as  balm  to  the  bruised  spirit,  we  bid 
you  God  speed  in  your  noble  and  elevating  work. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  J.  PILLAN8. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUE& 


GiL.EAj>  No.  9.  —John  Coleman  Chapman,   Allen  ChriHtian,  Joseph 

B.  Daniel— 3. 

Royal  White  Habt  No.  10.  —John  L.  McRae,  Samnel  S.  Sims,  Mar- 
tin H.  Parish,  William  H.  Thomas,  Mumford  Collins — 5. 

MoNTGoMEHT  No.  11. — Andrew  J  Tarvin,  Liouis  Block,  DaYid  Bo- 
man-  3. 

Athens  No.  16.— Albert  G.  Yarbroogh,  William  N.  Hayes,  William 

C.  McEnery,  James  E.  Horton,  James  W.  Williams  -  5. 

Saint  Albans  No.  22. — Felix  G.  Adams,  Walter  B.  Adams— 2. 

LaFayette  No.  26. — Volney  Boardman,  Herbert  C.  Childress,  Jon- 
athan W.  Williams-  3. 

Rising  Sun  No.  29.— John  W.  Gordon— 1. 

Wetumpka  No.  39. — James  H.  Jndkins  -1. 

Mobile  No.  40.— John  P.  Roberts,  Thomas  N.  Fowler — 2. 

Union  No.  50.— Henry  C.  Groves,  William  H.  Long— 2. 

New  Mabket  No.  52.— Hezekiah  M.  Teague,  Robert  J.  Yarbroagh 
-2. 

Mount  Mobiah  No.  55.— John  R.  Cockrell,  MiltoQ  M.  Canz,  John 
1.  Ball,  William  H.  Binford,  \nthon  8.  Derybey,  Edward  J.  Jones, 
Robert  M.  Noland,  Samuel  Story,  William  A.  Hines- 9. 

Tboy  No.  56.  —John  C.  Jolly,  Erasmns  V.  Culver,  James  W.  Scar- 
brough,  W^illiam  J.  Catrett,  John  Freeman,  William  M.  Griswold, 
William  D.  Gilmore,  William  D.  Wood,  Henry  D.  Green,  Luther  Wat- 
kins,  WiUiamH.  Jolly     11. 

TusKEr»EE  No.  57.  -Robert  A.  Johnston,  John  P.  Breedlove,  Robert 
R.  Varner— 3. 

Benton  No.  59.  -Thomas  J.  Hardy,  Frank  P.  Riggs— 2. 

EuBEKA  No.  64.  —Joseph  C.  Kendrick,  William  R.  Ashford— 2. 

HowABD  No.  69. — James  M.  McLeran,  James  S.  Alexander  Jr.,  Wil- 
liam S.  Cortright  —3. 

Wilcox  No.  80.  -Barvil  Haddom,  William  T.  Martin— 2. 

Fbiendship  No  83.  -  John  P.  Thomas,  David  J.  Kersh,  William  L. 
Kersh  -3. 

Ebophotic  No.  84.— Boghan  Wingate— 1. 

Sawteb  No.  93.— William  R.  Cole,  Thomas  E.  Dishroon— 2. 
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TucK\BATCHBB  No.  96.  — Benjamin  F.  Piper,  Joseph  F.  Torry — 2. 

ElABTWBLL  No.  101.— Samuel  W.  Wright,  Richard  G.  Roberts,  Theo- 
dore Satton,  Whittington  Teagae,  David  L.  Tmssell,  Thomas  J.  Jar- 
rell-6. 

Good  Samabitan  No.  104.  — Constan  M.  Harris,  Wyatt  T.  Gilbert — 
2. 

FoBBST  HiUi  No.  110.— James  P.  Gosper,  Elbert  Jordan— 2. 

DeKalb  No.  116.— Philmore  G.  Bogle,  Stephen  £.  Dobbs,  John  D. 
Word,  Henry  P.  Warren,  William  H.  McCurdy,  Francis  H.  Standifer, 
William  C.  McNaran— 7. 

NoTASULOA  No.  119.  -W.  Y.  Frazier,  R.  N.  Lee,  W.  J.  Nolen,  J.  L. 
Collins,  J.  Y.  Trammell,  J.  N.  Wood— 6. 

Havana  No.  123.— John  J.  McKenne,  John  G.  Wilborn— 2. 

FbmxNo.  124.— AJvin  H.  Pruett,  Nathan  H.  Gibson— 2. 

Hebndon  No.  125.— Israel  G.  Smith— 1. 

Geneva  No.  129. — John  G.  McDoagald,  Zachariah  T.  Morris,  Fay- 
ette L.  Reynolds,  Marvin  A.  McDuffie — 4. 

YoBKViLiiE  No.  131.  -John  J.  Growe,  William  B.  S.  Beard,  William 
L.  Duncan,  Epps.  B.  Foster,  Elisha  W.  Bennett,  Ezra  F.  Halbert, 
James  M.  Quinn — 7. 

Shelby  So.  140.  —Elbert  H.  Sawyer,  John  Flynn,  George  W.  Basby, 
Wallace  W.  Wilson,  Hugh  K.  W.  Smith,  John  A.  McGibony,  Joshaa 
0.  Johnson— 7. 

Baldwin  No.  142.    James  N.  Eubanks,  Thomas  G.  Byrne— 2. 

Fbatbbnity  No.  145.— Thomas  D.  Bryant,  William  F.  Ghamblee, 
Camillas  Tarner— 3. 

Nixbubgh  No.  154.— John  F.  Edwards— 1. 

MATsviLiiS  No.  158.  —Elijah  F.  Walker,  Thomas  G.  Morrow,  John 
C.  Broyles,  Thaddeus  B.  Gonnally,  John  N.  Thompson,  Andrew  M. 
Sublett— 6. 

Penick  No.  161.— Richard  P.  Jones,  Barrell  H.  Singleton— 2. 

Fayettbvii^b  Authentic  No.  163.— Thomas  P.  Roberts,  Lloyd  Has- 
ty, Elisha  Carroll,  William  G.  Craw,  William  P.  Boxby— 5. 

Mount  Hope  No.  168.  -Valentine  A.  Bird-1. 

Elba  No.  170. — James  Grimes — 1. 

Clopton  No.  171. —Arthur  M.  Redding,  John  Harper— 2. 

Fellowship  No.  172.— Milton  L.  Shirel— 1. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173.— John  F.  Alford,  Mathias  G.  Osbomo, 
William  E.  Graves,  Israel  W.  Roberts,  Joseph  N.  Barber — 5. 

Mount  Hilliabd  No.  180.— Joseph  Riley,  Barrell  E.  Braswell,  Lloyd 
J.  Williams,  Samael  J.  Townsend — 4. 

Land  Maek  No.  187.— George  W.  Parham--1. 

14 
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Chattahoochee  No  192. —James  D.  Glass,  Logan  Owens,  Terry  Col- 
lins, H.  C.  Bozeman — 4. 

HiiiLABEE  No.  197. — Bluford  L.  Dean,  Andrew  J.  Beed,  Henry  A 
WU8on-3. 

SriiACAUOA  No.  200. —William  B.  Owings— 1. 

Louisville  No.  225. — Henry  M.  Baobel,  Daniel  Bachel— 2. 

Habpebsvillb  No.  235.— James  L.  Elliott,  Fielding  W.  Lawley, 
George  W.  Denton,  John  T.  McKay,  Alonzo  W.  Jones,  Ira  C.  Dicker- 
sou— 6. 

Faibmount  No.  238.— John  Findley,  William  Giles— 2. 

Bambb  No.  243.— George  G.  Long,  Oliver  C.  Bushton,  James  L. 
8ale8,  William  F.  Niblett— 4. 

Dawson  No.  244.— David  Jernigan,  Wiley  J.  Langsdon  Jr.,  Daniel 
Nosworthy,  James  B.  Hollford,  John  H.  Barrett,  James  B.  Hughs~6 

HiBBisoN  No.  246. — Francis  M.  Knight  -1. 

Cbopwell  No.  247. — Henry  Abercrombie,  Edward  B.  Buchanan, 
John  S.  Maddox,  Bobert  Cook,  John  G.  Barber,  Marion  J.  Bibb— 6. 

Amand  No.  250.— EUjah  G.  Bollins,  Ephraim  T.  Downs,  William  B. 
Scott— 3. 

Camp  Cbeek  No.  251.  — Alpheus  Lowrey— 1. 

Walnut  Gbovb  No.  264.— Addison  F.  Whitley,  Landrum  F.  Phil- 
lips, Milton  T.  Wright,  John  G.  Colbert,  George  W.  Harris,  John  U. 
Brasseal,  Marcus  L.  Ferguson,  Jeremiah  Gregory— 8. 

Pea  Biveb  No.  271.— Joseph  T.  Beosley — 1. 

Labkinsville  No.  277. — George  W.  Keeble,  Buck  W.  Keeble. 

NoBTHEBN  No.  278. — John  W.  Hornbuckle — 1. 

Spbingville  No.  280. — Andrew  J.  Best — 1. 

Daviston  No.  283. — William  H.  Smith,  William  S.  Hays,  Benjamin 
Bishop,  A.  J.  Hand,  Abner  Stanfield,  Thomas  J.  Worthy,  James  W. 
Smith,  WilUam  J.  Ponder,  J.  E.  Lambert,  George  W.  Scroggins,  Ben- 
jamin Fant— 11. 

Gbobgiana  No.  285.— William  T.  Porter— 1. 

Clinton  No.  287.— William  H.  SneU- 1. 

NoBBis  No.  301.  —William  J.  Jackson,  Jesse  L  Jackson,  James  H. 
Greene— 3. 

ZioN  No.  304.— Bright  A.  Ham,  Alexander  N.  Musgrove,  Zephaniab 
Anderson,  Thomas  J.  Gann — 4. 

Jonesbobo  No  315. — Joseph  T.  Moore,  James  B.  Moore,  Patrick  P. 
Moore,  Bobert  W.   Dowey — 4. 

Viola  No.  324.— Augustus  J.  Ingram,  James  W.  Diokerson,  Thomas 
B.  Noble,  Archibald  L.  Glasscock— 4. 

FobklandNo.  330.— Alfred  Y.  Glover -1. 
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Chabttt  No.  331.— Dayid  L.  Campbell,  Henry  G.  Fancher,  Edward 
.  Garletou,  Henry  Burke,  George  V.  Anderson— 5. 
JoHKBOM  No.  337.  -Oliver  W.  Horn,  Thomas  M.  Horn,  Jesse  B.  Las- 
»r,  Joseph  B.  Moore,  John  J.  Tisdale,  Littleton  L.  Albritton,  CyniB 
.  Ck>wart,  Nathan  G.  Kirkland— 8 

Baoam  No.  341« — John  P.  Bedwell,  Gommodore  D.  Dayls,  Galvin 
eptinstall,  Jesse  Carrol,  John  A.  Scott,  Henry  T.  Parsons,  William 
.  Tedder,  John  G.  MnPaniel— 8. 

PiKETiLLK  No.  344. — William  Jasper  Clark,  Robert  D.   Boliog,  Da- 
id  Holman — 3. 
BiKNviLLB  No.  318. — Thomas  Bratton— 1. 
OzABK  No.  349. — Rosier  Matthews,  Anthony  Windham— 2. 
Van  Buren  No.  355.— George  S.  V.  Heard,  Moses  C.  Newman,  An- 
rew  J.  Vann,  Andrew  W.  Dilbeck,  Oliver  L.  Hall,  Marshall  M.  Nioh- 
c^lson,  Thomas  F.  Weaver— 7. 

BuTLSDOB  No.  357. — James  M.  Perkins,  John  J.  Owens,  William  B. 
TTomlin— 3. 

Town  Cbesk  No.  361.— Edward  J.  Stanley  -1. 
Chsstbb  No.  363.— A.  N.  Thomas,  Andrew  J.  Crow,  John  O.  Be- 
^an— 3. 

Cboss  Plains  No.  368.— John  J.  Wilson,  Reuben  P.  Morgan,  Joshua 
:E.  Brach— 3. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373.— John  F.  Whisunhunt— 1. 
Lake  Citt  No.  377.— William  Ghisolm,  Alexander  Hart,  Augustus 
Stucky,  Augustus  Hutchinson — 4. 
BoBEBT  E.  Lee  No.  379.— Charles  D.  Beard— 1, 
BiBMiNOHAM  Fbatebnal  No.  384.— William  A.  Blythe,  Samuel  Gross, 
James  W.  Hughes,  Bichard  R.  Beasley,  Wiley  B.  Ector,  Daniel  B. 
Thrash— 6. 

Tbinitt  No.  386.— Joseph  Robinson,  Andrew  Y.  Stuart,  David  B. 
Braswell— 3. 

Newbuboh  No.  388.— De Witt  C.  Arnold,  Thomas  W.  Clay,  John  H. 
Wood— 3. 

NoBTH  BobdebNo.  391.— Benjamin  F.  Gray,  James  Carter,  John  W. 
Johnson,  Wiley  B.  Roberts,  George  W.  Ragle— 5. 

Valley  Head  No.  394. — Wiley  J.  Day,  John  F.  Thomason,  Frauds 
M.  Warren— 3. 
Black  Oak  No.  397. — Daniel  Johnson— 1. 
Helena  No.  410.— David  Mc.  Farland— 1. 
High  Shoals  No.  413.— 8.  8.  Waller— 1. 

CuLLicAN  Fbatebnal  No.  421.— Pleasaut  M.  Williams,  Charles  A. 
-^Qokert,  Hiram  Adkins— 3. 
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Shobtebyille  No.  422.  -Reason  W.  Irwin,  John  T.  Norris— 2. 
Clanton  No.  423. —David  A.  Wliite,  Levi  Marcos,  Joseph  E.  White, 
James  M.  Wilson,  James  M.  Cordrie — 5. 
SxBEii's  Station  No.  432.— Benjamin  L.  Smith— 1. 


REINSTATED. 


MouLTON  No.  6.— William  S.  Eyster— 1. 

61L.EAD  No.  9. —Jesse  R.  Barns,  William  B.  Couch— 2. 

Flobencb  No.  14. — Thomas  D.  Prnitt,  C.  M.  Patterson,  John  M. 
Robinson,  Turner  Walston,  Hezekiah  Call — 5. 

Saint  Albans  No..  22.  —William  M.  Dial— 1. 

Dale  No.  25.— Jacob  N.  Whistenhunt,  Felix  Tait,  Robert  Tait-3. 

La  Fayette  No.  26.— Victoria  G.  Snedecor— 1. 

Sblma  Fbatebmal  No.  27 — Winslow  P.  Becker— 1. 

Wetumpka  No.  39.— Roland  G.  Welch  -1. 

Mobile  No.  40. — A.  M.  Shaw  -1. 

Gbeknino  No.  53.  -William  B.  Baker— 1. 

Benton  No.  59.— John  Archer  Howard,  Thomas  G.  Traylor— 2. 

ToMPKiNsviLL  No.  61. — E.  Terrell  Kemp--1. 

Centbal  No.  70. — James  O.  Alexander,  Edward  Lee — 2. 

ToHOPEKA  No.  71. —James  M.  Berry,  Owen  W.  Lockett— 2. 

Pfibteb  No.  90.— P.  H.  Lockhart— 1. 

Sawyeb  No.  93. — Jacob  H.  Overton— 1. 

LozAHATCHEE  No.  97.-  Jamcs  W.  Davis,  George  McCnrry,  Peter  H. 
Pharr,  William  A.  Stewart  -4. 

Fulton  No.  98. --Hamilton  C.  Graham,  William  P.  Benning,  Isaac 
M.  Rogers,  Alfred  Blann— 4. 

Habtwell  No.  101.— John  W.  Clonly—  1. 

NoTASOLOA  No.  119.  —James  J.  Bufford,  John  T.  Estes,  Benjamin 
F.  Bedell,  Aliporine  G.  Duke,  Joseph  H.  Norton— 5. 

Felix  No.  124.— William  C.  Smith,  William  C.  Jordan,  Benjamin 
F.  Seay— 3. 

MoBTiMKB  Reedeb  No.  126.  — John  M.  Thomas — 1. 

Stevenson  No.  127.  — Augnstus  Gunter— 1. 

Geneva  No.  129.— Joseph  J.  Snmmersett,  William  J.  Coleman — 2. 
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ToBXTiLLB  No.  131.— Gideon  L.  Neal— 1. 

Shelby  No.  140. — Christopher  G.  Smith--1. 

MissouBi  No.  146. — William  Smith— 1. 

NiXBUBG  No.  154.-  Robert  S.  BichArdson,  Solomon  A.  BInnt — 2. 

Matsyillb  No.  158. — John  W.  Campbell,  Horatio  H.  Haden,  Gates 
McMahon— 3. 

Elba  No.  170. — Mason  C.  Kimmey — 1. 

Mount  Hilliabd  No.  180. — David  C.  Rotten — 1. 

Mount  Eaole  No.  185. — George  W.  Adair,  Daniel  Taylor — 2. 

Land  Mabk  No.  187. — Joseph  W.  Broadnax — 1. 

Bbush  Cbbbk  No.  191— Thomas  C.  Rayfield-1. 

Mabshall  No.  209.  —Washington  T.  May — 1. 

Putnam  No.  212.— George  W.  L.  Noel-  -1. 

Sandt  Ridoe  No.  223. — James  J.  Stevens — 1. 

LouisviLLB  No.  225. — Edward  M.  Heron,  Pleasant  W.  Baxter — 2. 

James  Penn  No.  227.— Joel  C.  Wade,  Alonzo  A.  Higgenbottom, 
Robert  C.  Miller~3. 

Sepuloa  No.  233. — Josiah  A.  Hicks,  Joseph  J.  May— 2. 

BowEN  No.  240. — James  P.  Morris-  -1. 

Rameb  No.  243. — Thomas  A.  Jones — 1. 

Dawson  No.  244. — John  A.  Langsdon— 1. 

John  Payne  No.  245- -Benjamin  F.  Story — 1. 

Habbison  No.  240.  —Josiah  Snider,  William  Huggins,  William  A.  C. 
Gibson— 3. 

Cbopweli.  Ko.  247.— Griflitt  G.  Grolden,  Bnrnett  F.  Alverson,  Lind- 
sey  Payne— 3. 

Lawbbnce  No.  248.— William  S.  Corbitt,  Charles  S.  Thomas— 2. 

Gatlbsville  No.  25G.— J.  Luke  F.  Henderson,  Joseph  A.Campbell, 
Seueca  J.  Kelly,  Charles  M.  Bell— 4. 

HioHLAND  No.  262.— Gaines  Lee--1. 

Clifton  No.  272.— William  T.  Kimbrough  -1. 

Fbankfobt  No.  2'>5— John  F.  Taylor,  W.  Carrol  Hester— 2. 

Labkinsville  No.  277.— John  R.  Harris,  Claiborne  W.  Hnnt— 2. 

NoBTHEBN  No.  278. — William  P.  Jenkins  -1. 

Daviston  No.  283. — Allen  J.  Robinson --1 

Geoboiana  No.  285. — Levi  Bnrkett,  James   W.  Darby,   Valentine 
Kirkpatrick— 3. 

ZioN  No.  304. —  Charles  H.  Bostick,  John  C.  Bostick,  Martin   C. 
Bowling. 

Centbal  City  No.  305. -James  E.  Golson,  Angustns  G.  Thomp- 
son—2. 
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BiiUS  Ete  No.  332. — James  8.  Meaddams,  Joab  A.  Hall,  John  B. 
Sim8— 3. 

Cleab  Gbkek,  No.  340.— William  Jackson  — 1. 

PiKBYiLLB  No.  344.— Mills  O.  Young—l. 

Echo  No.  345.  —James  E.  Brannan,  John  Q.  Ward,  John  W.  Pres- 
ton, David  T.  Ard,  Philip  B.  Spears  -5. 

Wilson  Williams,  No.  351— John  C.  Treadawa}'  -1. 

Hbaton  No.  354.  -William  N.  Moor,  James  E.  Brown,  Henry  C. 
Boon,  George  W.  Cavender  — 4. 

Van  Bcben  No.  355.— James  Ghastain— 1. 

BuTLEDOB  No.  357. --Berry  A.  McAdams— 1. 

Babboub  No.  358. — Isaac  D.  Gteddie— 1. 

Pleasant  Sitb  No.  364. —John  G.  McClnng  -1. 

CoTACO  No.  3C6.  —John  L.  Cox  - 1. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373.   -Henry  Thompson  -1. 

Ohatchee  No.  380.  -  Augnstns  W.  Kirby,  Benjamin  Little  —2. 

Bibmingham  Fbatbbnal  No.  384.  -  William  J.  Denman,  Francis  H. 
Britton,  James  Shannon,  Monroe  D.  Parker    4. 

Tbinity  No.  386.     George  G.  Roop     1. 

Nbwbcboh  No.  388.— James  M.  Fergnson  —1 . 

Black  Oak  No.  397.— William  Berry— 1. 

DoBic  No.  406.  -  -Pink  Cottle— 1. 

Helena  No.  410. — Josiah  Pledger,  William  R.  Cross  -2. 

Oak  Level  No.  415.— Valentine  M.  Thackerson  —1. 

Clanton  No.  423.— Joseph  L.  B.  Wells,  John  C  Walker  -2. 

Geobge  Wilson  No.  424.— Lock  Sheffield,  Robert  D.  Hoot.  Mark  E. 
Drowmond  -3. 

MiLo  Abebcbombie  No.  429.  — Lemnel  G.  Dawson— 1. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


Malichi  P.  Shelly Heory No.  91 

William  Traylor Sawyer 

Panlns  Erwin  Daniel Shiloh 

Samnel  8.  Williams DeSotoville 

Ktephen   L.  Smith Hopewell 

Benry  P.  Garner Ozark  

John   H.  Kitchens Trinity 


Charles  H.  Smith 

Samnel  J.  Mannin 

John  G.  Mitchell Amberson , 


Samnel  J.  Manning [  Jc'"^^^"- 


,93 
105 
178 
193 
349 
386 

411 

412 


EXPELLED. 


Oamillns  Turner Fraternity No  145 

Robert  Abernethy Fellowship **  172 

Thomas  J.  Bowles Doric **  406 

William  A.  Hays Helena •*  410 
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1888. 

AT  EEFEE8HMENT  ABOVE. 


William  S.  McDonald,  Sept.  3 Moulton No.  6 

Willam  S.  Shirley,  Jan.  21—25  years. . .     Farrar *«  8 

Josiah  Tamer  Jackson  Sept  4 Gilead   **  9 

Samuel  Cellner,  Nov.  26,  1884 MontRomery    «*  11 

James  Kyle,  Aug.  4,  1885 .     Florence **  14 

Exum   B.  Brittle,  Aug.  1 Athens **  16 

George  S.  Gullette,  Feb.  14.  1885 )  j^.^                               ,,  ae 

Daniel  W.  Block,  May  2,  1885 f  ^^*® ■ '  ^ 

Alexander  H.  Williams,  Nov.  5,  48-1-22    La  Fayette      *•  26 

John  M.  Strong,  Aug.  19 Selma  Fraternal   ..."  27 

John  W.  Jones,  Dec.  27,  1884 Rising  Snn   .   **  29 

Albert  W.   McNeel,  -   Autauga ..     "31 

Lewis  E.  Powers,  Jan.  7  25  years. . . .     (  Wiishingion "  36 

Felix  G.  Norman,  Aug.  5  —77-7-1 \  ^ 

Andrew  L.  Young,  May  29 Mobile **  40 

James  Shearen,  Oct.  177-08-0-29 Union "  50 

George  H.  Britton,  May  16   New  Market "52 

Jesse  P.  Chapman,  March  29 Greening "  53 

John  Sham.  July  3-73 years       I  j^                       ....'«  55 

Perry  S.  Carpenter,  Feb.  11 — 57  years,  \ 

Hermon  Humphrey,  Mar    23 I  t..^^^                                <<  t^c 

William  B.  Corley,  June  18 \  ^^^^ ^ 

J.  M.  Cameron,  Oct.  4 Tuskegee "  57 

Edmund  D.   Rolen,  Feb.  27 [  o^^*^^                            ,.  cq 

John  Archer  Howard,  Sept.   10  f  ^«°^o ^^ 

Henry  H.  Smith,  July  21-79  years. . .       Saint  John's     "  C2 

Gray  Thigpen,  December  20,  1884 i  Fiirpka                            ««  64 

William  Thigpen.  July  12,  1885 f  i^^ureKa M 

Adolph  Steinhart,  Oct.  9 Liberty "  65 

Charles  E.  Wilson,  Jan.  9 |„         ,       ...,               ,.  «- 

Charles  Sparenbu^er,  Jan.  7 \  Hau'P'len  bidney . .  67 

Edmund  P.  Gaines,    Dec.  8,  1884   i  „  ,  ..en 

Joseph  Migh.ll.  April  13         J  Howard 69 

Allen  Dudley  Sturdivant,  March  28...  [rr  i        ,                         4«  ti 

John  F.  Shepard,  April  19 f  ^^tiopeKa n 

Willis  Middleton,  Aug.  11 Cokerville "  75 

Samuel  D.  Crum,  Aug.   14—80  years. . .     Erophotic "  84 

William  H.  Meredith Meridian   Snn "88 
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Wilbert  P.  Golson,  Deo.  20,  1884 Prattville No.  89 

Elijah  A.  White,  Deo.  8,  1884 Pflster «'    90 

Louis  E.  Cofleld,  July         Sawyer. •*    93 

James  Billingplea,  Jan.  22 )  T^-ahatchoe  **     97 

Jeremiah  Lambereon,  Oot.  27 f  AiOzanatcnee y? 

^^u'^S  VII w!^^S' P^^i*^  ^' ^^     •    •      [Havana. "  123 

John  S.  EUiott,  Sept.  13 ) 

Charles  Mo Millen,  March  29  Felix "  124 

William  R.  Thomtoo,  Ang.  21   i  Hflrniinn                     *«  l*« 

WUliam  Roberto,  Jnne  23,  1884 f  "e^^^^^ ^^ 

James  P.  Moore,  Jane  8 Mortimer  Reeder. . .   **  120 

Thomas  T.  Cotnam.  Dec.  4,  1884 ) 

James  B.  Avendale,  Aug.  25 >  Bolivar «*  127 

Hugh  Westmoreland,  Jan.  26 ) 

Daniel  Miller,  July  20,  1884 Geneva "  129 

Burton  W.  Barnett,  Oct. '28 Wiley "  134 

Robert  C.  Godbold,  Nov.  27,  18«4 Unity "  136 

John  W.  Jones,  Oct.  14-86  years  ....     Shelby "  140 

David  V.  Crider,  Jan.  15 Bethel,  i ««  141 

James  M.  Vaughn,  Nov.  17 Baldwin •*  142 

Mioajah  A.  Bicknell,  Aug.  4 Fraternity "  145 

Nathan  Bell,  Oct.  14 Monroeville *•  153 

John  Morgan Nixburgh     **  154 

Gordon   Mynatt ] 

y<;^25>W4ie,.;.;.;;....  .;.::...;f^«^^<'«» •*  ^^ 

Elijah  Martin J 

Joseph  L.   Adams,  Jan.  8 Penick "  161 

Wilham  W.  Peacock,  May  27 ) 

Henry  King,  July  18-  69  years  V  Elba "  170 

Mason  C.  Rimmey,  Sept.  23—61  years) 

Thomas  F.  Seigler,  Aug.  12 Clopton *«  171 

Andrew  J.  Adams,  Dec.  24,  1884 I  a^a^^^  t..-Vo««         «<  itu 

Robert  T.  Shepherd,  April  13 \  ^°^^®^  Jackson ..."  173 

Daniel  L.  McNail,  Sept.  29  -  77  years. .     Clintonville '*  188 

John  Hunter,  Jan.  6 Tombigbee ..    •*  190 

William  Perkins,  Aug.  28  -  29  years Brush  Creek "  191 

Benjamin  Fitzpatrick,  July  20  . .  .            Chattahoochee **  192 

Nicholas  M.  Barnett,  Jan  18 Hopewell .    .    **  193 

Benjamin  Holmes,  Aug.  12-  -25  yean*. .     PettusviUe '*  207 

James  B.  Fonville,  April  8 |  c„^^    ,,. ,                   ,.  ooo 

William  W.  Stone,  June  7 [  ^"^y  ^'^K* ^23 

Henry  Stokes,  June  1—73  years Louisville **  225 

Henry  E.  Florry,  Sept.  18 ) 

William  L.  Dickerson,  Sept.  22 [  Harpersville "  235 

Fayette  8.  Fitch,  Sept.  27 ) 

Moses  W.  Smith,  March  4 Ramer «*  243 

William  P.  Bass,  June  20 )  r\                                  ..  cm» 

John  H.  RuiHn,  October  27 [Dawson '•  344 

Henry  C.  McNeece,  March  2 /  »  .  _  ,,                         ,.  „.- 

James  M.  McCulloigh,  February  21 ...  <  •^°''°  ^^^^^     245 

John  M.  Robertson,  May  23,  1884 Cropwell ««  247 

Richard  F.  Palmer,  August  8 North   Port "252 


218  APPENDIX.  [1885. 

William  C.  Brandon,  October  17 GaylesviUe "   256 

Miles  Ryan,  May  8 BellevUle "260 

William  Ivey,  July  27 )  TalUdMya  "   9151 

George  S.  Walden,  January  28 f  laliaaega Z6l 

Frederick  Builey,  Dec.  3(»,  1883,  76  yrs    ) 

William  Henson  Cross,  Aug.  28,  '84,66  ys  \  Highland «• 

William  Acton,  M  .rch  12-  80  years. . . .  ) 

Jackson  A.  Nnnnelly,  June  2       Walnut  GroTe         . .  •• 

William  B.Blackburn,  Jan.  15,  69 ys  Dm    Frankfort « 

Lazarus  H.  Vann,  Nov.  22,  1884 Northern « 

Diivid  N.  Richardson,  Oct.  2, 1884,  66  ys  [  n«^:„.^„  „ 

Coleman  P.  Motley,  August  1   f  ^^"^^^^^ 

Robert  E.  Huey,  March Jonesboro *f 

Joab  A.  Hall,  July  3 Blae  Eye •^ 

William  K.  lianister,  Jan.  16, 1884,  65  ys    Ragan *• 

Caswell  Eads,  June  15  I  wi«««i-ii^  ^ 

William  H.  Carey,  August  17 f  uienviiie 

Jesse  Johnson,  January  21 (  Ozark  ««    '^^  " 

William  H.  Barrow . .  \  

James  W.  T.  Davidson,  Dec.  15,  1884. .     Wilson   Williams. . .   " 

William  M.  Hudson,  Feb.  25 )  pVi^f^-  «« 

Thomas  P.  Jones,  Nov.  23         ...  f  ^^esier ... 

David  Laugley,  May  31, 74  yrs.  8J  ms  .     Pleasant  Site •« 

Jrtmes  T.  Golding,  Feb.  25  -36  years. . .  )  pi,«„  ji^-  «« 

Thomas  J.  Lawler,  July  5-47  yearn. . . .  f  ^"^^naier 

Spartan  Allen,  February  7 I  p  pi«in«  «• 

William  H  Graham,  February   18 f  ^"^^  ^"^^^^ 

Jones  M.  Withers  Jr.,  April  4  | 

Alexander  W.  Debardeleben,  Dec >  Athelstan ** 

John  W.  Hinsoti,  November   15,  1884. .  j 

Leonard  C.  Nance,  August  3 (  Rn««pllvill«  «« 

Russell  Askew,  February  28 \  Kusseiivuie 

Loson  Riles,  January  10     Lake  City **   SIf 

Augustus  W.  Kirby,  May  16 Ohatchee " 

James  W.  Cotton |  t>:,^«„i.««^t?-«*«-«-i  « 

Pulaski  McAlester  [  Birm  ghamFratemal  « 

William  M.  McGrangh,  January Hartsell. «* 

John  Martin  Frv,  November  3,  1884...     Green  Hill  .«« 

Henry  J.  Cliett^  Sept.  17—46  yrs Childersburg " 

James  B.  Isom.  June  22  Hillsboro •< 

William  B.  Cross,  Dec.  25,  1884-63  yrs    Helena         "   410 

James  Jackson,  September  11    Broomtown     *•   411 

Thaddens  W.  McMinn         Cullman  Fraternal.  "   421 

Thomas  A.Terry,  J1y  25,  30  y's,  10m.  20d    Shorterville " 

John  W.  Altman,  February  9 \  n.,^^^  wii«^«  <• 

William  T.  McAlpin,  Jan     [  ^^^^  ^^^*^°   •  •    • 

David  W.  MoMcriet,  March  16,  1884.    .  )  ^^^j^,  p^^^ „ 

John  Moyle,  November  19  f 

Peter  White,  June  6 Belgreen "   498 

John  A.  Harden,  December  11,  1884. . .  | 

George  W  Thompson.  March  26 I  BranchviUe "  4» 

James  A.  Walker,  May  19 (     •*»"^"  *  '^ *^ 

Anthony  A.  Moody,  October  17 J 

George  R.  Graves,  April  24 Ware ««  4S5 
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LODQES  DELINQUENT  IN  1886. 


Hacoii No 

GU«ad ;* 

I^Fayette " 

lUrengo. " 

Eiains  8nn " 

WuabiDgtOD " 

Harniouir " 

Tompkinsvillo " 

Liberty " 

SolonioB " 

Aabarn " 

Crozier         " 

Wilcox " 

Friendiihip " 

Meridian  Hun " 

DanviUa " 

Benson "    ' 

HermoQ "    1 

(kk  Bowery "    1 

FoKBt   HiU '\    1 

cimp"HiilV.V..I".. "    1 

lorkville "    1 

Bethel "    1 

Bdawin "    1 

BorleROD  "    i 

t3old  Water "    j 

ChaiiibBTH "    1 

bUdon  Spring "    ] 

Mayarille  "    ' 

Sumter "    j 

Pellovship "    j 

DiTie  "    1 

AberfoU "    1 

C»tanU "    1 

MM "   1 

Bnuh  Creek "   * 

OlMttahoochee "    1 

8(jll<M»nga "    S 


I  Uelicon 

IVallay 

Alexandria. 

York 

I  Sam  Dixon 

I  LioeTille ... 

Weitern  btar  

Newton 

LoaisTille 

Santa  Fe 

Dnok  Spring 

Harpersville 

Uaniaon 

Camp  Croek 

Rose  Hill 

Quitman 

Walnut  GroTe  

Uonnt  Fleaaant 

Frankfort 

Larkinavilte 

Northern 

Charles   Baakerville. 

Walker  

Fort  Deposit 

Jouesboro 

Clntlarille   

Warrenton 

rleasant  Hill 

Holly  GroTe 

Viola 

Forkland 

Oliver 

Albert  Pike 

Clear  Creek     

PikeviJle 

Book   Mills  

Heaton 

Tan  Baren 

Barboar 
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FOB  NON-BKPIUB8BNTATION— COMTinUBD. 


Bcottsboro No.  359 

Newtonnlle "    360 

HoQgton ...   *•    365 

GaiDesville **    375 

Santa  Creek «*    376 

Lake  City "    377 

Weogufka "    378 

Newbupgh "388 

Vernon "389 

Weathers ••    390 

North  Border **    391 

Hickory  Flat "    392 

Falkville "    396 

Hartaell    "    398 


North  River No.  407 

Pondtown "  409 

Oak  Level "  415 

WiUiamsbnrg "  416 

George  Smith "  417 

Hilton. "  419 

Broomtown "  420 

Cnllman  Fraternal "  421 

George  Wilson "  424 

Belgreen "  428 

Winston  Star "  436 

Fort  Payne "  437 

Headland "  438 


FOB   MON-PATMXNT  OF  DUES. 


Macon No.  7 

Marengo *«  28 

Harmony  **  46 

Amity  "  54 

Auburn "  76 

Crozier *•  78 

Danville **  95 

Benson "  103 

Oak  Bowery "  108 

Sylvan "  111 

Camp  HiU "  120 

Burleson "  143 

Cold  Water *•  148 

Chambers "  149 

Bladon  Spring "  151 

Davie "  176 

Aberfoil "181 

Cataula "  186 

Delta "  189 

Sylacauga "  200 

Helicon "  201 

VaUey "  203 

Alexandria "  208 

Sam  Dixon  "  218 

LineviUe     "  219 

Western  Star "  222 

Santo  Fe  "  226 

Bexar "  230 

Duck  Spring "  231 

Harrison           "  246 

EoseHUl  "  253 


Quitman No.  254 

Charles  Baskerville "  281 

FortDeposit "  291 

Cluttsville "  319 

Warrenton "  320 

Pleasant  Hill "  321 

Holly  Grove "  323 

Oliver "  334 

AlbertPike "  339 

Clear  Creek "  340 

Bock  BiUls *•  353 

Scottsboro "  359 

Newtonville "  360 

Houston "  365 

Sauto  Creek "  376 

Weogufka "  378 

Vernon ««  389 

Weathers "  390 

Hickory  Flat "392 

Falkville "  396 

North  River "  407 

Pondtown "  409 

Williamsburg "  416 

George  Smith "  417 

Hilton "  419 

Cullman  Fraternal "  421 

Belgreen "  428 

Winston  Star "  436 

Fort  Payne "  437 

Headland "  438 
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FOB   NOT   MAKING   BBTUBNB. 


Marengo No. 

Harmony 

Amity     

Aabarn 

Grozier  

Danville 

BenH'in 

Oak  Bowery 

Sylvan 

Camp  Hill 

Cold  Water 

Chambers 

Bladon  Spring 

Davie 

Aberf oil 

Catania 

Delta 

Helicon 

Alexandria 

Idnsville 

Western  Star 

Santa  Fe 

Bexar 

Dock  Spring 

BoseHill 


28 

46 

54 

76 

78 

95 

103 

108 

111 

120 

148 

149 

151 

176 

181 

186 

189 

201 

208 

219 

222 

226 

230 

231 

253 


Quitman No.  254 


Charles  Baskerville. 
Fort  Deposit. 
Warrenton.   . , 
Pleasant  Hill. 
Holly  Grove . . 

Oliver 

Albert  Pike.. 
Bock  Mills.. 

Scottsboro 

Newtonville. . , 

Houston 

Santa  Creek . . 

Weogufka 

Vernon 

Weathers ..... 
Hickory  Flat. 
North  Biver., 

Pondtown 

Williamsburg. 
George  Smith , 

Hilton 

Winston  Star. 
Fort  Payne  . . 
Headland 


281 
291 
320 
321 
323 
334 
339 
353 
359 
360 
365 
376 
378 
389 
390 
392 
407 
409 
416 
417 
419 
436 
437 
438 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented 173 

W.  Musters  or  other  officers  present 152 

Namber  of  proxies  present 64 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Commanication G,851 

Estimate  of  members  not  reported 875 

Namber  of  ministers  reported 382 

Dnes  received  at  this  Grand  Commanication $3,282  50 

Lodges  that  made  Returns 239 

Lodges  that  made  no  Betarns 50 

Lodges  that  piiid  their  Dues 219 

Lodges  that  did  not  pay  their  Dues  70 

Lodges  ander  Dispensation — not  owing  Daes 9 

WOBK   OF  THE  YeAB   1885. 

Number  Initiated 305 

Number  Passed  318 

Number  Raised 299 

Number  Affiliated 255 

Number  Rejected 77 

Number  Dimitted 266 

Number  that  Died  115 

Number  Suspended  for  Uninasonic  Conduct 10 

Number  Expelled 4 

Number  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues ...   314 

Namber  Reinstated 145 


REGISTER  OF  LODGES 
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MEMOEANDA. 

KEPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

WiLiiiAM  DwiohtWadhwobth.  Montgomery  ....  Arkansas. 

Brazil. 

Stephen  H.  Beahlet  Montgomery British  Colnmbia. 

Geouoe  F.  Moobe  Montgomery Canada. 

Sidney  B.  Paine  . .  Tuskegee Delaware. 

RoBBBT  D.  Webb,  M.  D Lwingston District  of  Colnmbia. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D.  . . .  .Veto   Market England. 

David  Clopton Montgomery ....  Florida. 

Joseph  H.  Johnston,  M.  D.  .  'lalladega Georgia. 

MTLEsJEFFEBSONGBEBNEyM.DOpe/iA^a Greece. 

John  Gideon  Habbib Montgomery  Idaho. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Illinois. 

— Indian  Territory'. 

John  Hollib  Bankhead Wetumpka Indiana. 

Daniel^  Satbe  Montgomery.    .   .  Iowa. 

William  A.  O'Haba,  M.  D.  . . llarperav'dte Ireland. 

Italy. 

•. . Kansas. 

Daniel   Satbe Montgomery. .    . . Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Luckie,  M.  D Birmingham Maine. 

Joel  White Montgomery Maryland. 

Palmeb  J.  PiLLANs Mcbue Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Missouri. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile New  Mexico. 

New  Jersey. 

Henbt  Clat  ToBtPKiNs.  .  Montgomery . New  York. 

William  Theodobe  Atkins  . .  Birmingham New  South  Wales. 

Geoboe  D  Nobbxb.  M.  D Neuo  Murket North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Oregon. 

Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas  Stallwobth Evergreen Peru. 

OpelUca  Prince  Edward  Island. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery.   . .  Quebec. 

Hobatto  C.  Gbatson Choctaw  Corner. . Rhode  Island. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis New  Market Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cboss Sdma Texas. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Vermont. 

Henbt  Habt  Bbown Norih  Port Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Wisconsin. 
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MEMOEANDA. 

B£PUfc:8£NTATIY£S  OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  at.aRAMA 

NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 


Arkansas. 


Fkdbo  Antonio  Gombz Rio  Janeiro Brazil 

Samuel  B.  Habman Toronto Canada. 

Alrxandsb  Axfobd  Gbkbn.  . .  Victoria British  Colnmbia. 

Benton  V.  Weldon  Smyrna         Delaware. 

Phillip  H.  Hoob Washington District  of  Colombia. 

Bbackstone  Baxbb London England. 

Gkobge  F.  Baltzell Mariana Florida. 

William  A.  Lote,  M.  D Atlanta Georgia. 

Alexa.ndebP.  Alexindbopulos Greece. 

Chablsb  P  Bildekback Boiae  City Idaho. 

James  A.  Hawlet Dixon. Illinois. 

Joseph  S.  Mubbow  Atoka Indian  Territroy. 

Mabtin  H.  Rice. Indianapolis Indiana. 

OziAS  P.  Watebs Muscatine Iowa. 

Fbangis  Quinn  Dublin Ireland.* 

Thomas  J.  Andebsom Topeka Kansas. 

D.  Gbeen  Simmons,  M.  D AdairtjiUB Kentockj. 

Samuel  M.  Todd Xew  Orleans*. . . Louisiana. 

JosiAH  H.  Dbummond  Portland Maine. 

William  M.  Isaac Baltimore Maryland. 

Jose  Manual  Munoz  Vera  Orux Mexico. 

Abthub  M.  Clabk Lexington, Michigan. 

Richard  A.  Jones Rochester Minnesota. 

Frank   Burkitt Okokma Mississippi. 

Jambs  E.  Cadle ChiUicothe Missouri. 

James  W.  Chadwick Nebraska  CUy  . .  Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whitehead.  .  Xewark New  Jersey. 

David  J.  Miller Santa  Fk New  Mexico. 

James  Peter  Howe Sidney New  South  Wnles. 

Daniel  T.  W alden  Xew  lork New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh North  CaroUna. 

Nova  Scotia. 

Zi B aDarlinotonW ALTER, M.DJfarie(to  Ohio 

James  R  Bailey  ...    CorvaUis Oregon. 

Richard  Yaux     Philadelphia    . . .  Pennsylvania. 

Hernano  Justiniano  CABRERAXmia Pern. 

Donald   Darbach Kensington .     .    .  Prince  Edward  Island. 

Daniel  Thomas Sherbrooke Quebec. 

D WIGHT  R.   Adams         Centreville    Rhode  Island. 

Benjamin  F.  M  Randle TuUahoma Tennessee. 

Henry  M.  Smith         Rutland Vermont. 

George  Irvine Wheeling West  Virginia. 

Louis  Sohns  .   Washington  Territory. 

Philo  a.  Obton ....  Darlington Wisconsin.      

*  No.  1  Mouiit  Street,  Crescent. 
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GBAND  SECRETAEIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Rock. 

2.  California Alexander  Gnrdon  A  bell . . .  San  Franoisoo. 

3.  Colorado Edward  C.  Farmeloe Georgetown. 

4.  Connecticut Joseph   K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  S.  Hayes     Wilmington. 

6.  Districtof  Colombia.  William  Reynolds  Singleton.  Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  Clinton  Dawkins .    .Jacksonville. 

8.  Georgia Andrew  Martin  Wolihin  .    .  Macon. 

9.  Illinois Loyal  Levi  Mann Fre^'port. 

10.  Indiana William  H.  Smythe Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa. Theodore  Satton  Parvin Iowa  City. 

12.  Kansas John  Henry  Brown  Wyandotte. 

13.  Kentncky Hiram  Bassett Louisville. 

14.  Lonisiana DrJas.CnnninghamBatohelorNew  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

17.  Massachnsetts Sereno  D.  Nickerson Boston. 

18.  Michigan William  Power  Innes Detroit. 

19.  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Pierson  Saint  Paul. 

20.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri  John  D.  Vincil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  Robert  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Nevada John  Dempster  Hammond .  Carson. 

24.  New  Hampshire..   .George  Perley Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton. 

26.  New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh. 

28.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell Cincinnati. 

29.  Oregon Frelon  Jesse  Babcock  Salem. 

30.  Pennsylvania Michaol  Nisbet Philadelphia. 

31.  Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

82.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby   Charleston. 

33.  Tennessee John  Frizzell Nashville. 

34.  Texas T.  W.  Hudson Houston. 

35.  Vermont William  H.  Root Burlington. 
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36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isaacs Richmond. 

37.  West  Virginia George  W.  Atkinson Wheeling. 

38.  Wisconsin John  W.  Laflin Milwankie. 

39    Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Aberdeen. 

40.  Idaho  James  H.  Wickersham.    ..  Silver  City. 

41.  Montana  Cornelias  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico Alphens  A.  Keen Las  Vegas. 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milbnrne  Reed   . .  .Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming E.  P.  Snow  Cheyenne. 

4H.  Arizona George  James  Roskrnge Tucson. 

47.  Indian   Territory. .  .Joseph   Samnel  Mnnow  ...Atoka. 

48.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton ,  Ont. 

49.  New  Brnnswick   . .   E  I  win  J.  Wetmore Saint  John. 

50    Nova  Scotia George  T.  Smithers Halifax. 

51.  Quebec John  Holder  Isaacson   Montreal. 

.')2.  British  Columbia. .  .Edward  C.  Neufelder.     .    ..Victoria. 

53.  Manitoba    ... William  G.  Scott   Winnipeg. 

54.  Ontario James  Reith Luthnr. 

55.  PrinceEdwardlslandGeorge  W.  Wakeford Charlottetown. 

56.  England Shadwell  Henry  Clerke.        London* 

57.  Irelaud Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep. .  . .  Dublin. 

58.  Sc6tland David  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh. 

59.  Brazil Alexander  F.  De Amaral Rio  Janeiro. 

60.  Chili Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso. 

61.  Pt^rn  J.  Arturo  Ego-Agnirre,  M.  D.  Lima. 

62.  Spain  Francisco  Conde Salad  6,  Madrid. 

63.  New  South  Wales . .  Nicholas  Weekes . .  Sidney. 

64.  Preussen Bouche Berlin. 

65.  Schweden Robert  Dickson Stockholm. 

66.  Cuba Jose  F.  Pellon 55  Habana. 

67.  Venezuela.  .    . Ambrosei Rodriguez  Caracas. 

68.  Vera  Cruz Francisco  Diaz Vera  Cruz 

69.  Mexico Francisco  P.  Montes  de  Oca.Mexicof 

70.  Columbia,  S.  A Damasozapata Bogota. 

71.  Victoria H.  W.  Holloway Melbourne,  Vic. 

72.  Portugal Travessa  do  Guarda  Mor  . .  Lisbon. 

73.  Italy Luigi  Castellazzo        Rome. 

*Or«at  Queen  Ht.  W.  C.  Freeiiia»onH'  Hall. 
tCalle  de  MewmoH  No.  7. 
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GRAND  OFFICERS  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 

FOK    IHHS-HCI. 


John  Gidlox  IIakuis Montgomery . .  .Grand  Master. 

Myles  Jkfi:  ekson  (vheenr Opelika Dei>iity  Grund  Master. 

William  Theudork  Atkins Uirniiiiyhuiu.    .  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Uenky  Hakt  lijiuWN North  I'ort Junior  Grand  Warden. 

William  liEMiV  JJingley   Monigoiuery.  ..Grand  Treasurer. 

Daniel  Sayue Mnut«'omtrv.  ..Griaul  Sei^rclarv. 

'      Key.  Willl\m  Cauey  J>lki».s<»l  La  F.i\  rite  ...   Granvl  Chaplain. 

Georuk  i'iiEiiKi;ic  Mi>«)ii£..    ..   .Mout};v)mery.  ..Grau<l  Marshal. 

Urman  Allls  Dlke Ciantciu  Grand  Senior  Deacon. 

,      Georoe  M.  Morrow hinuingham .  ..Gr.ind  Junior  Deacon. 

Lemuel  G.  Daw.sv^n Ware Grand  steward. 

Feancls  L.  PEriLs Selma Grand  sSteward. 

Adam  Keigart  Baker Montgomery   ..Grand  Tiler. 


FOUEIGX  COhRESFONDEXCE. 

PALMER  J0I5  PILLANS         .  Mobile Chairman  of  Committe 


«. 


NOTIf'E   TO    SECUETAKIES   OF    sT'IloLDIXATE    LODGE.-:. 

^Z&®'"i.lvery  Lo(]i4u  shull  eh^cl  its  officers  at  the  rcgnltir  C'ouinjunica- 
tion  immecliatoly  prccccling  the  IV'^tival  in  June,  nud  ii>ai\»:  i/'./e  it.iv.rH 
to  thff  frt'iiml  ."^''i •/•'.''//•//  as  .soou  as  ihc  ollicers  are  installed,  which  nhall 
take  place  as  soon  as  praetu'able  th«rtnifter.  (hnfit't-it'on  of  th^  Grand 
JjOd*J^,  ArtivU:   VI,  Sn>ti,m  U\. 


In  case  Spcr(tari«-s  of  Subordinate  Lodg«-s  should  not  receive  blank 
RETURNS  by  tiie  1st  of  October,  or  if  they  should  fail  to  receive  these 
Procoediug.*^  in  a  reasonable  time,  they  ar<»  requested  to  write  for 
them,  and  inf«»rm  the  Grand  Secretary  to  what  P.  O.  to  forward  them. 

The  .\nnu.il  ('oTrimunications  nf  ''The  Mo.st  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Aiicient  Fr- e  aiiil  Accepted  Masons  of  .\labuiia  and  its 
Masonic  J iiri.sdiction."  are  held  in  the  New  Misonic  Temple,  in  the 
City  of  Montgonnry,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  of  each  and 
every  year. 

:p^I>upllf.at*'^  of  thv.*c  I'rtret'dinga  v'ill  he  Hfnt  hy  :*nri'.  ^t^vv  mails 
to  SefT'tailvft  find  Cli'ind  So'i'.tar'i'iiy  iihJ,.<h  tlh  If  Hit  x»  hI  to  the  latter 
ill  one  packa'j*:.  Sliuold  t}ie»j  not  cun*  to  hand,  th*  >i  n-ilt  please  irrite 
for  thi'ifl^  Olid  inmtion  to  n'hnt  pa^t  ojtfirt:  to  9*  nd  thtin. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION 


OF  THE 
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RANDMGEOFMABAiA. 


HELD   IN  THE 


CITY  OF  MONTGOMERY, 


CoMMBNoiNO   Deoembeb    6th,    A.    D.   1886 — A.L.  5886. 


MONTGOMERY,  ALA.  : 

W.  D.  BBOWN  ft  CO.,  STATE  PBINTEB8  AND  BOOK  BINDEB8. 

1887. 


WYORK 

brary! 


56966 


HOK  AND 
FOUN0ATK>N6. 

897. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic  Ju- 
risdiction, commenced  its  Sixty-sixth  Annual  Grand 
Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in  the 
City  of  Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the 
6th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1886,  A.  L.  5886. 

PEESENT : 

JOHN  GIDEON  HARRIS Grand  Master. 

RUFUS  WILLS  COBB,  as Depnty  Grand  Master. 

JOSEPH  HENRY  JOHNSON,  as Senior  Grand  Warden. 

J0H^f  HOLLIS  BANKHEA.D,  as Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DINGLEY Grand  Treasnrer. 

DANIEL  8AYRE  Grand  Secretary. 

Rev.  WILLIAM  CAREY  BLEDSOE Grand  Chaplain. 

GEORGE  FLEMING  MOORE Grand  Marshal. 

STEPHEN  HENRY  BEASLEY,  as Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

GEORGE  MILBURNE  MORROW Jnni^r  Grand  Deacon. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  JONES  Grand  Steward. 

FRANCIS  LEIGH  PETTUS Grand  Steward. 

ADAM  REIGART  BAKER Grand  Tiler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Joseph  Henbt  Johnson,  M.  D Grand  Master. 

Palmeb  Job  Pillans Grand  Master. 

Henbt  Clat  Tompkins Grand  Master. 

BuTUS  Wills    Cobb Grand  Master. 

John  Hollis  Bankhead Grand  Master. 

Samuel  Thompson Depnty  Grand  Master. 

Jambs  McGinnis  Bbundidob Jnnior  Grand  Warden. 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

William  D  wight  Wads  worth Arkansas. 

Stephen  Henry  Beasley British  Columbia. 

George  Fleming  Mooro Canada. 

William  Yates  Titcomb California. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D  Georgia. 

Myles  Jefferson  Greene,  M.  D Greece. 

John  Gideon  Harris Idaho. 

( Illinois,     Iowa/    Ken- 
Daniel  Sayre J  tacky,   Missonri,  Nova 

( Scotia,Oregon,Qnebec. 

John  Hollis  Bankhead Indiana. 

Palmer  Job  PiUans \  ^*<=''iF?"'.     Neb~»k». 

I  New  Mexico. 

Joel  White Maryland. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins New  York . 

Nicholas  Stallworth Peru. 

Daniel  Smith  .  Vermont,  Wisconsin. 

Hen/y  Hart  Brown Washington. 

And  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  subordi- 
nate lodges  as  follows  : 

No.       1.  Helion Oscar  R.  Hundley*. 8.   W. 

**        3.  Alabama Noah  A.  Agee W.  M. 

•*        4.  Rising  Virtue Hickman  P.  Walker ** 

**        8.  Farrar Samuel  Tnompson •* 

**        9.  Gilead Benjamin  H.  Warren •* 

(  Jacob  Pepperman ** 

"      11.  Montgomery     \  Reuben  W.  Sharp S.    W. 

(  Solomon  A.  Mertieff J.    W. 

"      14.  Florence Edward  A.  O'Neal* W.  M. 

**       IG.  Athens   Marcus  G.  Williams ♦* 

"      22.  Saint  Albans Samuel  G.  Woolf *• 

(  Richard  C.  Jones ** 

**      25.  Dale ^  John   S.  Hunter S.    W. 

j  James  T.  Beck J.   W. 

i  Jacob    B.  Roth W.  M.  , 

**      27.  Selma  Fraternal J  John  A.  McKinnon* S.   W. 

(  Adulph  Jacobson* ...    J.    W. 

29.  Rising  Sun James  M.  Brundidge* W.  M. 

36.  Washington John  W.  Cooper   S.    W. 

Qo    \i7«*««,«i.„  S  Charles  K.  McMorris W.  M. 

39.  Wetumpka j  Thomas  P.  Whitby* S.    W. 


(I 


•  Proxies. 


it 
n 
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(.William  A.  Alexander W.  M. 

No.     40.  Mobile i  Henrjr  T.  Goodloe. . ..... .8.   W. 

(  William  S.  Foster  % J.    W. 

46.  Harmony Addison  A.  .Walker*  W.  M. 

^^•^-opo"* •■••••••  lS^^^;&Tc::':;;.v;.s.  V 

52.  New  Market Francisco  Rice* W.  M. 

r-Q    n..^^.«;««  i  Nicholas   Stallworth *• 

o3.  Greening j  Piokney  M.  Bruner  ....  .J.    W. 

56.  Troy Henry  C.  Wiley* W.  M. 

57    ruskecee  \  James  E.  Cobb* " 

0/.   iusKegee J  Jesse ^L.  Adams* S.    W. 

(  George  Williams W.  M. 

62.  Saini  Johns \  Deborenas  B.  Waddell  . .  .S.   W. 

(  Alonzo  D.  Fielder J.    W. 

64.  Eureka. Robert  E.  Steiner* W.  M. 

65.  Liberty Joseph  A.  Groves   .    

67.  Hampden  Sidney Edwin  H.  Robinson 

68.  Holsey Americas  C.  Mitchell 

««HowaM lSiL^?.t'''":::;:-:8.w: 

70.  Central James  W.  Acker  W.  M. 

71.  Tohopeka James  M.  Smith   S.   W. 

m    ci^i  ..V i  William  Carey  Bledsoe  . . .  W.  M. 

74.  Solomon * ' '  j  Nimrod  D.  Denson J.    W. 

78.  Crozier Andrew  M.  Whiteside W.  M. 

80.  Wilcox Joseph  B.  McWilliams . . . . 

83.  Friendship William  C.  Cross 

88.  Meridian  Sun William  R.  Hardy 

89.  Prattville George  C.  Spigener 

on  o«„*^«  i  William  M.  Neely *' 

^^-  ^*^«'^^ jjobnCCiiapman J.    W. 

91.  Henry John  W.  Foster* W.  M. 

95.  Danville Jesse  T.  Wallace " 

QA    Tr.«i,  .K«»«v,«^  \  William  P.  Dancan ** 

96.  Tuckabatchee "j  MarshaU  J;  Welborn J.    W. 

Qo    « ,u^^  \  Frederick  H.. Smith* W.  M. 

^-  ^^''^^'^ 1  Benjamin  F.  Ellis^ J.    W. 

106.  Hermon Joseph  R.  Ramsey* W.  M. 

111.  Sylvan Andrew  J.  Townsend S.   W. 

1 19    Notamilaa  i  George  W   Arberry W.  M. 

iiy.  JNotasulga -j  Q^orge  W.  Hardy* S    W. 

124.  Felix  : Charles  P.  L.  Daniel* W.  M. 

131.  York ville Samuel  C.  Nabors ** 

135.  Columbia Robert  R.  Adams S.    W. 

136.  Unity Lewis  Slaughter ** 

lAfi    v:v.  IK  )  Isf^iic  D.  Mason* W.  M. 

14U.  bnelby J  j^^^  ^  Johnson* J.   W. 

^Aii    u  ij    •  i  Edwin  L.  Marechal W.  M. 

142.  Baldwin ]  Millard  M.  Odom. ! S.   W. 

♦Proxies. 
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No.  143. 
144. 
146. 
148. 
151. 
153. 
158. 

161. 

162. 
166. 
170. 
171. 
172. 

173. 

176. 
185. 

187. 

189. 
191. 
192. 
193. 
198. 
199. 
200. 

201. 

208. 

209. 

211. 

218. 

224. 
225. 
230. 
231. 
233. 
235. 
236. 

238. 

242. 

243. 
246. 


BarlesoD 

Daleville 

Missouri 

Cold  Water 

Bladon  Springs 

Monroeviile. ... 

MaysTille 

Fenick ] 

Hendrix 

Sumter 

Elba 

Clopton 

Fellowship 

Andrew  Jackson , 

Davie .  

Mount  Eagle 

Landmark •! 

Delta 

Brush  Creek 

Chattahoochee 

Hopewell 

Caledonia 

Kiligee 

Sylacauga 

Helicon i 

Alexandria 

Marshall ] 

York 

Sam  Dixon 

Newton 

Louisville 

Bexar    

Duck  Spring 

Sepnlga 

Harpersville    

Gadsden 

Fairmount -! 

Coosa •! 

Ramer 

Harrison . 


Waiiam  J.  Ledbetter* . . . .  W.  M. 
William  F.  Dickinson* ....      ** 

James  W.  Harp   ** 

Michael  Y.  Hayes " 

George  W.  McKee J.   W. 

Samuel  H.  Dailey W.  M. 

Thomas  J.  Taylor ** 

Willis  A.  Downs S.    W. 

James  B.Crowley J.   W. 

Charles  H.  Mc Bride S.   W. 

William  B.  Gere* W.  M. 

John  B.  Simmons* '' 

Jamts  J.  Barnes* " 

Elias  A.  Brown* ** 

William  Wallice  Screws. .      " 
Charles  Alexander  Allen.  .S.    W. 

Thomas  Allen  Dillard J.    W. 

Charles  Crawley W.  M. 

Joseph  M.  Amason ** 

Richard  D.  Lucius ** 

John  8.  Colvin* 8.   W. 

Charles  A.  Woodward* W.  M. 

Andrew  J.  Thomas*   J.    W. 

Augustus  Woods . .  .N 8.   W. 

Andrew  J.  Armstrong W.   M. 

Bethel  L.  Cohron* " 

Nathan  Sanders *' 

Lewis  H.  Compton " 

George  W.  Jones ** 

John  H.  Moseley:    S    W. 

Charles  Martin W.  M. 

Lorenzo  D.  Lusk ** 

Solomon  Palmer* 8.   W 

Franklin  A.  Gamble W.  M. 

John  S.  Blair " 

Samuel  K.  McSpadden* . .  8.   W. 

Hugh  W.  Carden J.   W. 

John  B.  Yelverton* W.  M. 

James  Lang* ** 

John  Arnold " 

Francis  M.  Tabor " 

Daniel  D.  Bennett " 

William  T.  Smith* ** 

Thomas  M.  Amberson " 

James  L.  Steelly •* 

Jeptha  D.  Barrow   a    W. 

Augustus  W.  Deems J.   W. 

Daniel  J.  Smith W.  M. 

James  P.  Arant  ...    8.   W. 

Anthony  H.  Sellers W.  M. 

Henry  M.  Bradley  Jr ** 


*Proxies. 
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No.   247,  Gropvell Lealie  Lhw* W.  M, 

••  «  *""'« Ifii^^KL-v.-iXs.  w. 

'■  252.  North  Port Ben ry  H.  Brown'   W.  M. 

*'  253.   Kose  Hill , . .  ■. Travih  W.  SlrBughn J,   W. 

"  254.  QaUmaD    Thomas  M.  J.  Porter W.  M, 

"  25G.  GayleHville. John  M.  Kandle.   " 

"  257.  Ervin  .    ...    Chandler  Y.  Bobetts   ....      " 

>>  on    T»ii-.i.~.  !  Joseph  Henry  Johnson*. .      " 

2fil.  Talladega j  Myle«  Jeffer/ou  GroeneV.S.    W. 

"  264.  Walnnl  Orove Allan  D.  Thompson   W.  M. 

"  2li6.   Mount  Pleasant Francis  J.  Noma* '■ 

'-  971      I'^aHiver  1  William  J.  Pitman  • •■ 

^a.   leaHiver )  William  H.  Milstead 8.  W. 

*'  275.  Frankfort Ninirod  T.  Underwood*. . .  W.  M. 

"  '27S.  Northern Alvis  Whited  8.  W. 

"  280.  .Springville Basil  M.  Hill   W.  M. 

"  281.  Charles  Baskerville Zaok  Savage " 

"  '285.  Georgiana John  M.  iSims  -' 

■'  286.  Walker John  H.  Will oQgh by " 

"  301.  Norris William  J.  O'Bannon.    ...      *! 

•<  ^nr.    f.,..™!  r-ji-  I  Saiuuel  Joseph   8.  W. 

306.  Central  Cilj ]  Fraocia  LeiR^  Pettoa J.  W. 

"  310.  CluUHville    ■William  A,  PettUH W.  M. 

"  321.   PleasaotHai WiUUm  W.  Tredwiok*. ...        " 

"  323.  Holly  GroTe John  W.  Dockelt ..       '• 

"  3'24.  Viola ...     JoHeph  F.  HendrickB  . . . .        " 

,,  ,,.    rii:„„  I  Marmadoke  KimbroDgh..       " 

Jd4.  Uliver -j  Oscar  P.  CaHsity 8.  W. 

..  qti    i„»,„„„„  IJoelNichols  W.  M. 

33(    Jonnson j  William  M.  Nichole   S.  W, 

'-  338,  Geor|{iana  Davis Thomas  B,  Filzpatrick*. .  .W.  H. 

"  344.  P:heville Robert  W.  Clark " 

"  34(i.  Hurtsboro Alexander  H.  SlepheoB...       " 

"  34S,  Bienville  ...: Palmer  J.  PillnoB " 

"  •U9   fiT-BpIt  1  Augnslna  L.  MiUigan " 

MH.  uzarK (  Major  Carroll- S   W. 

"  351    Wilson  Williams    Jamea  M.  Osborne W.  U. 

"  354.  Hoatoo. ,     Enoch  Carter " 

'*  355.  Van  Bureo Bradford  H.  Nicholson'. . ,   S.  W. 

"  358.  Barbonr    John  D.  Blocher " 

"  365.  Uonston  , , John  C.  Long' " 

"  366,  Cotaco    William  H.  Herron S.  W. 

"  368.  CroBB  Plains George  W.  Allison W.  M, 

"  369.  AthelsUn WUliain  H,  Long   " 

"  375.  Gainesville   Edward  N.  Kring " 

•  •  177    i»,„rj.,.  1  Virgil  L.  Williams  " 

377.  LaseCity j  ilack  W.  Williams' " 

'■  378.  Weognfka  GeiTge  W.  McEwen W.  M. 

"  381.  E.  H.  Cook Edward  Pegnea  «.  W. 

"  384.  Birmingham  Fraternal.,     (ieoi^e  Milburne  Morrow..  W.  M. 
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No.  388.  Newbnrgh Andrew  J.  Bamett. W.  M. 

389.  Vernon John  Hollis  Bankhead*  ...      •* 

391.  North  Border James  R.  Sandlin *< 

396.  FalkviUe    ..   Jackson  D.  WUhite* " 

398.  HarUell John  F.  Turney ** 

oAu    xT««r  t»:j  ^  J  Benjamin  F.  Warren •* 

399.  HawBidge ]  Thomas  J.  Peacock*  S.  W. 

400.  Hanoeyille Richard  H.  L.  Whorton  . .  W.  M. 

406.  Doric Thomas  B.  Wallace " 

409.  Pondtown Joachim  L.  White*    " 

Ai(\   Tr^i^«.«  J  Thomas  B.  McCluskey   ...      *• 

410.  Helena j  Thomas  H.  Griffin. ...... .  S.  W. 

411.  Jemison Amaziah  E.  Barnes* W.  M. 

412.  Amberson Joel  C.  Weems «* 

415    Oak  Level  j  Bluford  B.  Bridges " 

410.  uaK  i.evei ^  Wilson  B.  HoweU* 8.  W. 

417.  George  Smith Jacob  Smith W.  M. 

419.  Hilton John  H.  Smith S.  W. 

421.  Cullman  Fraternal Andrew  J.  York W.  M. 

423.  Clanton Albert.E.  Bivings S.  W. 

424.  George  Wilson Richard  B.  Hightower •• 

428.  Belgreen Amos  L.  Moody* W.  M. 

429.  Milo  Aberorombie |  SSmcLM^;".  '   -  8.V 

435.  Ware i  Stephen  M.  Pearson W.  M. 

I  Louis  J.  Pearson* R.  W. 

436.  Winston  Star Allen  Eomine     " 

«7^<»t  Payne )  It  F^^n'^".". •.•.•.•.•.•.•.;:  I  ^. 

438.  Headland  John  D.  Hay*   W.  M. 

440.  Forney James  M.  Baldwin   S.  W. 

447.  Taylor Richard  S.  Sannders W.  M. 

450.  Florida Bussell  McW.Cnnningham      " 


*Proxie«. 

The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in 
Ample  Form  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

Prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Beverend  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  delivered  his  Annual  Ad- 
dress, and  it  was  referred  to  a  special — 

COMMITTEE   ON  GRAND   MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson, 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins, 

Palmer  Job  Pillans. 
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GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Orand  Lodge : 

On  the  11th  day  of  June,  1821,  in  the  town  of  Gahaba  and  ooanty 
of  Dallas,  a  masonic  conveDtion  was  held,  composed  of  seven  subor- 
dinate lodges.  This  convention  organized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala- 
bama, drafted  a  constitution,  and  on  the  11th  day  of  December  of  the 
same  year,  in  the  same  town,  the  first  annual  commnnication  was 
held. 

At  this  period  in  Alabama  there  were  eleven  lodges  ;  now  we  have 
two  hundred  and  fifty;  then  onr  membership  aggregated  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty;  now  we  number  over  twelve  thousand  active 
members,  not  including  a  large  number  who  hold  dimity. 

8ince  its  organization  this  Grand  Lodge  has  been  presided  over  by 
thirty-two  Grand  Masters;  twenty-three  of  whom  have  laid  aside  the 
working  tools  of  the  craft,  and  gone  to  give  an  account  of  their 
stewardship  at  the  great  assize  above. 

A  gracious  and  kind  Providence  has  spared  to  us  our  honored  and 
highly  esteemed  P.  G.  Masters  David  Glopton,  Wm.  H.  Norrls,  Geo. 
D.  Norris,  Jos.  H.  Johnson,  Palmer  Job  Pillans,  H.  Clay  Armstrong, 
H.  Clay  Tompkins,  Rufus  W.  Cobb,  and  John  H.  Bankhead,  as  rep- 
resentatives of  our  beloved  Order,  and  to  whom  we  can  point  with  a 
just  pride  and  say:  These  are  our  brethren,  who  have  been  and  are 
now  true  exponents  of  our  principles  and  the  virtues  we  teach. 

Our  present  Grand  Secretary  has  held  his  office  for  twenty-nine 
years,  being  present  at  every  session.  His  continued  re-election  to 
the  office  is  a  sufficient  evidence  of  his  appreciation  by  this  body. 

For  seventeen  years  our  Grand  Treasurer  has  kept  watch  over  the 
funds  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  faithfully  discharged  the  trust  re- 
posed in  him. 

This  superficial  survey  of  the  past  sixty-five  years  furnishes  food 
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for  thought,  and  reminds  ns  that  soon  another  sixty-five  years  will 
be  added  to  the  past,  and  history  will  claim  at  our  hands  an  accoant 
of  our  stewardship,  the  part  we  acted  in  the  events  that  may  be  con- 
nected with  our  masonic  life. 

Every  mason  has  a  history  and  a  character,  and  he  is  the  maker 
and  builder  of  them  both.  He  holds  in  his  grasp  his  moral  destiny. 
He  can  live  respected  and  die  regretted,  or  he  can  blast  his  good  name 
and  "die  unwept,  unhonored,  and  unsung." 

We  are  now  entering  upon  our  sixty-fifth  session.  Another  ma- 
sonic year  has  been  marked  on  the  dial  of  time,  and  we  are  here  to 
consult  and  devise  the  best  means  to  advance  onr  masonic  interests, 
and  to  legislate  for  the  general  good  of  the  Order. 

The  past  twelve  months  has  been  undisturbed  by  any  calamity, 
save  the  unprecedented  overflow  in  April  last,  which  resulted  in  great 
destruction  of  property  and  financial  loss  in  several  parts  of  car 
State;  the  general  good  crops,  however,  have,  in  a  large  measure,  re- 
paired the  damages. 

Some  of  onr  lodges  have  experienced  refreshing  reWvals,  adding 
to  their  membership  many  good  men  and  true,  men  whose  integrity 
and  fidelity  to  trusts  reposed,  matk  them  as  **good  material.**  Other 
lodges  have  not  been  thus  blessed,  but  the  encouraging  news  comes 
up  from  almost  every  county,  that  the  Order  is  mak.ng  steady  pro- 
gress and  gaining  a  bold  in  the  affections  and  admiration  of  the 
people  hitherto  unknown  in  our  State.  Prejudices  a  ^d  ant  igonisms 
are  fading  away  before  the  light  of  reason  and  an  intelligent  pubUc 
sentiment. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  visit  some  parts  of  this  jurisdiction 
during  the  past  year  and  deliver  public  addresses  explaining  onr 
tenets  and  illustrating  our  principles.  Such  visitations,  do  doubt, 
are  productive  of  good  results;  but  to  win  the  admiration  and  con- 
fidence of  the  outside  world  rests  with  individual  members,  lia- 
sonry  is  weighed,  measured  and  considered  by  the  conduct  and  char- 
acter of  its  votaries. 

The  world  is  watching  us — vigilantly  scrutinizing  onr  every  move> 
ment,  because  of  our  secrecy,  which  is,  by  no  means  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  our  system. 
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A  Mason  is  jadged  by  the  company  he  keeps.  That  member  who 
seeks  and  keeps  the  company  of  the  low,  the  valgar,  the  obscene,  the 
blasphemer,  the  drunkard,  the  black-leg,  the  libertine,  the  slanderer, 
will  bring  reproach  upon  the  Order  he  has  esponsed.  In  masonry, 
as  in  all  social  life,  evil  communications  will  corrupt  good  morals. 
Therefore,  being  an  institution  based  upon  every  moral  precept,  we 
cannot  be  too  cautious  in  our  words,  our  actions,  our  associations ; 
remembering  that  we  are  a  component  part  of  a  great  brotherhood, 
each  dependent  on  the  other  for  the  maintenance  and  elevation  of  a 
high  character.     What  affects  a  part,  affects  the  entire  body  masonic 

The  constitution  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Master  to  lay 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  his  doings  during  the  masonic  year. 

LATINO   COBNEB   STONES. 

On  the  29th  day  of  April,  188B,  I  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  mon- 
ument to  be  erected  on  the  capitol  grounds  in  Montgomery  in  mem- 
ory of  those  Alabamians  who  fell  during  the  late  war  on  the  Confed- 
erate side.  Over  5,000  persons  witnessed  the  ceremonies.  On  the 
24th  of  June  I  placed  in  the  vault,  the  corner  stone  of  a  new  lodge 
hall  at  Howell's  Cross  Roads,  Cherokee  county,  known  as  Mount 
Vernon  Lodge  No.  439. 

On  the  13th  day  of  July,  by  special  invitation,  I  laid  the  comer 
stone  of  the  Jewish  Synagogue  of  Congregation  Emanuel,  in  the  city 
of  Birmingham. 

On  the  3d  day  of  November,  in  the  city  of  Talladega,  I  laid  the 
corner  stone  of  a  public  school  building,  assisted  by  P.  G.  M.  Joseph 
H.  Johnson,  of  Alabama,  and  P.  G.  M.  R.  M.  Page,  of  Virginia. 

I  received  a  communication  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  and  assist 
in  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the^Alabama  Teachers'  Home  at  Mont- 
eagle,  Tennessee.  Business  relations  preventing  my  attending,  I 
deputed  our  worthy  brother,  W.  Y.  Titcomb,  to  represent  me,  which 
he  did. 

BULINOS. 

The  following  questions  have  been  submitted  for  my  decision  : 
1.     A  brother  petitions  for  affiliation,  committee  is  appointed  on 
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said  petition,  before  tbey  make  a  report,  the  petitioner  dies.    What 
shonld  the  committee  report  ? 

Heldf  The  committee  should  simply  report  to  the  Lodge  the  fact  of 
the  death  of  the  applicant,  and  ask  to  be  discharged. 

2.  An  applicant  petitions  a  Lodge  for  initiation  and  is  rejected, 
afterwards  he  petitions  a  sister  Lodge,  and  said  sister  Lodge  asks  the 
former  Lodge  for  permission  to  confer  the  degrees  on  said  applicant. 
In  sach  a  case  does  Section  11  of  the  Constitation  mean  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  or  a  majority  present  at  any  commu- 
nication ? 

Hdd^  A  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the  Lodge,  and  not  simply 
a  majority  of  the  members  present,  unless  that  majority  is  composed 
of  the  entire  Lodge. 

3.  How  should  th«  testimony  of  a  suspended  Mason  be  taken  in 
a  Masonic  trial  ? 

Held,  In  the  same  manner  as  though  he  was  profane. 

4.  If  the  number  of  members  of  a  Lodge  to  be  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues  according  to  the  Constitution  would  reduce 
the  number  to  less  than  seven,  should  they  be  suspended  ? 

Held,  The  Worshipful  Master  shall  carry  into  execution  that  part 
of  Section  24  of  the  Constitution,  when  dues  shall  remain  unpaid  for 
two  3^ears,  though  by  so  doing  he  should  reduce  the  membership  be- 
low a  constitutional  number. 

5.  Should  the  Worshipful  Master  and  one  of  the  subordinate  offi- 
cers of  a  lodge  entertain  different  opinions  with  reference  to  the  lan- 
guage to  be  used  by  such  officer  in  his  response  to  the  questions  pro- 
pounded by  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  opening  and  closing  cere- 
monies of  the  lodge,  whose  opinion  should  be  enforced  as  the  correct 
work? 

Hell,  The  Worshipful  Maf«ter  is  the  head  of  the  Lodge,  and  the 
custodian  of  the  work,  and  as  such  must  be  obeyed  by  all  subordi- 
nates. 

G.  When  one  lodge  expels  a  member,  can  another  lodge  restore 
such  member,  provided  the  expelling  lodge  is  defunct? 

Held,  No  lodge  except  the  one   expelling  a  member  can   restore 
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him  to  membership.     His  remedy,  if  his  lodge  is  defaoct,  is  by  peti^ 
tion  to  the  Grand  Lodge. 

7.  When  one  lodge  initiates,  passes,  and  raises  a  candidate  who 
lives  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another,  without  first  gt'tting  the  con- 
sent of  said  Lodge,  is  not  the  Lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  the  candi- 
date lives  entitled  to  the  fees  ? 

Held,  As  Article  VI,  Section  13,  of  the  Constitution  prescribes  the 
duty  of  such  Lodge,  and  as  the  initiating  Lodge  fails  to  comply  with 
the  Constitution,  I  am  of  opinion-  such  Lodge  forfeits  all  right  to  the 
feefl,  and  they  should  be  paid  to  the  secretary  of  the  Lodge  in  whose 
jurisdif'tion  the  candidate  lived  at  the  time  of  his  initiation. 

8.  Can  the  friends  of  a  deceased  Muster  Mason,  who  was  under 
suspension  for  non-payment  of  due<<  at  the  time  of  his  death,  pay  his 
dues,  that  he  may  receive  Mitsonic  burial  ? 

HeUlf  The  friends  of  the  deceased  cannot  do  after  his  death  that 
which  he  would  not  do  while  living. 

I  was  applied  to  by  the  W.  M.  of  one  of  our  Lodges  by  telegram, 
for  dispensation  to  be  granted  by  telegram,  to  confer  the  master's 
degree  out  of  the  regular  time. 

I  refused  the  application,  because  no  specific  reasons  were  assigned 
showing  the  urgency  by  which  I  could  determine  whether  it  was  a 
meritorious  case  or  not.  Dispensations  of  this  kind  should  not  be 
granted,  except  where  the  good  of  the  order  would  be  advanced. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  last  communication, 
I  divided  the  State  into  the  following  districts  : 

First  District— Lauderdale,  Limestone,  Morgan,  Lawrence,  Col- 
bert, Franklin,  Marion,  Winston,  Cullman,  Walker,  Fayette,  Lamar, 
Pickens,  Tuskaloosa,  Jefferson,  Bibb,  Hale,  Greene,  Sumter. 

Second  District— Jackson,  Madison,  Marshall,  DeKalb,  Cherokee, 
Etowah.  Blount,  St.  Clair,  Calhoun,  Cleburne,  Kandolph,  Clay,  Tal- 
ladega, Shelby,  Chilton,  Coosa.  Tallapoosa,  Chambers. 

Third  District -Lee,  Elmore,  Autauga,  Lowndes,  Montgomery, 
Macon,  Russell,  Barbour,  Bullock,  Pike,  Butler,  Covington,  Coffee, 
Dale,  Henry,  Geneva,  Crenshaw. 

Fourth  District— Perry,  Dallas,  Marengo,  Choctaw,  Clarke,  Wilcox, 
Monroe,  Conecuh,  Escambia,  Washington,  Mobile,  Baldwin. 
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On  application  and  by  recommendatiou  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  work,  I  appointed  Brother  T.  J.  Peacock,  of  Haw 
Ridge  Lodge,  as  lecturer  for  the  third  district  and  commissioned  him 
as  such. 

I  also  appointed  Brother  John  S.  Blair,  of  Sam  Dixon  Lodge,  Ghtr- 
okee  county,  as  lecturer  for  the  second  district.  From  the  fact  that 
the  second  resolution  requires  the  appointee  to  obtain  a  certificate 
from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  work,  certifying  that  he  is 
fully  competent  to  exemplify  the  work,  and  owing  further  to  the  ex- 
pense of  visiting  the  chairman  for  examination,  only  one  lecturer  has 
been  commissioned.  No  application  or  recommendation  has  been 
made  from  the  first  or  fourth  district. 

On  page  46  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  communication,  the  com- 
mittee on  propositions  and  grievances  say: 

2.  A  proposition  signed  by  Brother  Isaac  G.  Hall,  in  the  nature  of 
a  resolution,  asking  this  Grand  Lodge  to  donate  to  Brothers  J.  T. 
Johnston  and  James  Carroll  the  building  and  ground  on  which  Wind 
Creek  Lo  )ge  No.  267  stands  for  school  and  church  purposes. 

We  reccommend  that  this  Grand  Lodge  appoint  a  committee  to 
dispose  of  this  property,  and  report  their  action  to  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  ratify  the  action 
of  said  committee,  and  convey  said  property  to  the  person  or  persons 
to  whom  the  ftime  may  be  disposed. 

There  is  no  evidence  in  the  printed  proceedings  that  such  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  yet,  I  have  a  report  in 
reference  to  this  matter  presented  by  a  committee  of  three  reciting 
the  fact  that  they  were  appointed  in  compliance  with  said  report, 
and  recommending  that  the  bouse  and  grounds  formerly  occupied 
by  Wind  Creek  Lodge  No.  267,  be  donated  to  Brothers  John  T  John- 
ston and  James  Carroll  for  church  and  school  purposes.  I  did  not 
ratify  the  action  of  said  committee,  aud  convey  said  property  to  the 
persons  named  in  their  report,  because  the  records  are  silent  in  ref* 
erence  to  the  appointment  of  such  committee. 

I  received  a  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  stating 
that  said  grand  lodge  had  adopted  the  three  year  term,  as  the  "tenure 
of  office  of  the  grand  representatives,"  near  other  grand  lodges,  and 


1886.1  GRA.ND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA.  15 

for  conveDience  and  aniformity  made  the  period  end  with  October  Ist^ 
1883,  aod  each  third  year  thereafter.  By  virtne  of  this  law,  the  office 
of  Brother  Daniel  Sayre,  the  grand  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Iowa,  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  became  vacant  by  limita- 
tion. On  reception  of  this  notice  I  renominated  Brother  Sayre  as 
their  representative  for  the  triennial  period  of  1886-89. 

I  have  granted  the  following  dispensations  :  Hopewell  Lodge  No. 
193  to  elect  a  Junior  Warden— the  incumbent  having  removed  from 
the  State  permanently. 

Santa  Creek  No.  376,  to  elect  officers,  they  having  failed  to  elect  a  t 
the  time  prescribed  by  law. 

Many  qnestions  have  been  referred  to  me  for  my  opinion  and  rul- 
ing All  of  these,  however,  were  so  distinctly  settled  by  the  consti- 
tution and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  report 
the  same  to  this  communication. 

I  have  granted  dispensations  to  three  new  lodges,  which  will  be 
furuished  by  the  Grand  Secretary  to  the  committee  on  dispensa- 
tions. 

Before  concluding  this  address,  I  beg  leave  to  call  to  your  attention, 
painful  though  it  may  be  to  me,  what  I  conceive  to  be  flagrant  viola- 
tions of  our  rules,  regulations  and  principles. 

It  is  charged  that  some  subordinate  lodges  within  this  jurisdiction 
retain  members  who  profane  the  name  of  Deity,  and  who  blaspheme 
the  name  of  that  God  in  whom  we  are  taught  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  to  *'put  our  trust."  The  lodge  that  tolerates  such  conduct 
is  at  variance  with  the  very  fundamental  principles  and  doctrines  o^ 
the  order.  No  Mason  who  properly  regards  his  Masonic  character 
will  so  far  forget  himself  as  to  speak  lightly  of  that  Divine  Being  of 
whom  we  are  remiuded  when  within  the  walls  of  a  Masonic  hall. 
Profanity  is  wrong  in  any  man,  but  in  a  Mason  it  is  a  crime. 

George  Washington,  first  President  of  these  United  States,  and  for 
many  years  Worshipful  Master  of  a  Masonic  Lodge  in  Virginia,  while 
commanding  the  army  of  the  Revolution,  observing  that  profanity 
was  prevalent  among  the  troops,  on  the  3d  day  of  August,  1776,  is- 
sued an  order  in  reference  thereto,   in  which  he  said  :     *'It  is  a  vice 
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so  mean  and  low,  withont  any  temptation,  that  every  man  of  sense 
and  character  detests  and  despises  it."  Where  is  the  Mason  who  has 
so  far  forgotten  his  allegiance  to  his  Creator,  his  Benefactor,  and  his 
first  entrance  into  a  lodge,  as  to  hurl  into  the  face  of  the  Almighty, 
blasphemous  oaths  and  epithets?  What  has  become  of  his  dignity, 
his  manhood,  bis  nobility,  his  plighted  faith?  Has  he  expunged  from 
that  Bo(/k,  the  Holy  Writiugs,  that  constantly  lies  upon  the  altar  of 
the  lodge  room,  the  command  that  was  issued  amid  the  thundering 
of  Sinai,  **Thou  sbalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  Grod  in 
vain!"  Truth  needs  no  compound  oaths  to  make  it  more  true.  Pure  and 
chaste  language  elevates  and  refines ;  it  gives  dignity  to  manhood, 
and  tone  to  character;  without  it,  the  Masonic  life  is  a  fraud,  and 
Masonic  character  a  deception. 

There  is  another  vice,  to  some  extent  prevalent,  and  I  would  be 
recreant  to  duty,  were  I  not  to  raise  my  voice  against  it,  and  warn  the 
brethren  of  its  consequences.  Whilst  we  are  satisfied  this  monstrous 
evil  is  on  the  decrease,  yet  it  is  still  amongst  us.  I  allude  to  intem- 
perance or  drunkenness.  It  is  a  vice  that  carries  with  it  wreck  and 
ruin— ruin  socially,  ruin  morally,  ruin  intellectually,  ruin  financially, 
and  therefore  ruin  Masonically.  ''Oh  !  that  men  should  put  an  ene- 
my into  their  mouths  to  steal  away  their  brains;  that  we  should  with 
joy,  gayety,  revel  and  applause  transform  ourselves  into  beasts,  when 
every  inordinate  cup  is  unblest  and  every  ingredient  is  a  devil !" 
Strike  from  a  man  his  good  reputation,  and  he  is  shorn  of  his 
strength.  Drunkenness  dwarfs  manhood,  dethrones  reason,  destroys 
character.  While  our  obligations  do  not  prohibit  the  moderate,  tem- 
perate use  of  ardent  spirits,  yet  they  do  prohibit  most  stringently 
the  excessive  use  of  every  intoxicating  drink.  Whatever  our  indi- 
vidual views  and  opinions  may  be  in  reference  to  the  use  of  intox- 
icating beverages,  Masonry  restricts  only  to  the  temperate  use  of 
them.  Drunkenness  is  in*  direct  and  unequivocal  violation  of  our 
precepts  and  tenets.  No  drunkard,  therefore,  should  be  retained  as 
a  member  of  any  Lodge.  I  do  not  believe  it  would  be  a  usurpation 
of  authority  for  the  Grand  Master  to  arrest  the  charter  of  any  Lodge 
that  tolerates  profanity  or  drunkenness  among  its  members. 
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Brethren,  we  cannot  be  too  cautious,  too  circumspect.  We  cannot 
raise  the  standard  of  Masonry  too  high,  morally.  Her  code  of  morals, 
emanating  from  a  Divine  source,  and  coming  down  through  the  ages 
unimpaired,  should  be  faithfully  observed  and  rigidly  enforced. 
Her  members  should  be  men  of  spotless  reputation.  It  is  not  wealth 
nor  station,  nor  honor,  nor  learning,  that  constitutes  the  model  Ma- 
son, but  character  unimpeacbed  and  unimpeachable.  The  humblest 
citizen  is  on  the  level  with  the  highest  representative  of  the  nation. 
Hence  our  order  knows  no  distinction  among  the  just  and  the  up- 
right. Let  us,  then,  as  a  brotherhood,  strive  to  reform  every  vice, 
and  purify  every  corruption  found  among  our  members — in  love, 
warning— in  justice,  reproving— holding  on  as  long  as  self-respect 
and  allegiance  to  trust  will  allow,  to  the  wayward  and  refractory,  and 
when  patience  and  long-suffering  are  exhausted,  and  the  last  frater- 
nal effort  is  made  to  reclaim  and  has  proven  futile,  then,  be  just  and 
fear  not,  applying  the  rule  of  discipline  according  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, laws  and  edicts  of  the  order. 

Invoking  the  blessings  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  upon 

you  and  your  deliberations,  I  now  declare  the  Grand  Lodge  ready  for 

business. 

JOHN  G.  HARRIS, 

Grand  Master. 
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REPOBT  ON  THE  K  A.  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work  made  report  on  the  E.  A. 
Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in, 

REPRESENTATTVE  OF  CALIFORNIA. 

Brother  William  T.  Titcomb  was  introduced  by  the 
Grand  Secretary  as  the  Bepresentative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  California,  and  was  received  with  appropri- 
ate honors. 

Brother  John  Hollis  Bankhead  referred  to  Brother 
William  J.  Ledbetter,  the  representative  of  Burleson 
Lodge  No.  143,  who  had  lost  the  sight  of  both  eves 
during  the  war.  Brother  Ledbetter  is  a  good  man  and 
a  good  mason. 

COMMITTEE   ON   LEAVE   OF  ABSENCE. 

On  motion  of  Brother  John  Hollis  Bankhead  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  a  Committee  on  Leave 
of  Absence.     {Ste  List  of  Committees.) 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 
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IN   GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Morning,  December  7, 1886. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  9  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John 
Gideon  Harris,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Bev,  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

REPORT  ON   THE  F.  C.  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work,  through  Brother  James 
M.  Brundidge,  made  report  on  the  F.  C.  Degree,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

CROPWELL  LODGE  NO.  247. 

A  petition  for  change  of  location  was  received  from 
Cropwell  Lodge  No,  247,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

FOREIGN   CORRESPONDENCE. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans  presented  his  report  on 
Foreign  Correspondence,  and  it  was  received  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Brother  Bussel  M.  Cunningham  offered  the  follow- 
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ing  resolution,  and  it  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  indicated. 

AS  TO  ONE  WHO  HAS  NO  EYIDENCK 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  be,  and 
it  is  hereby,  iostructed  to  report  what  steps  are  necessary  to  re-in- 
state a  Master  Mason  where  no  record  exists  of  his  having  ever  been 
made  a  Mason. 

AS  TO  USING  MASONIC    HAU^ 

Brother  William  J.  O'Bannon  offered  a  resolution 
concerning  using  Masonic  Halls  for  other  than  Masonic 
purposes,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Conynittee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following— 


STANDING  OOMMITTEZS. 
On  Chabtebed  Lodges. 

No.  1. 

Enoch  Carter,  John  D.  Blocker, 

John  C.  Long,  Wm.  H.  Herron, 

William  Allison. 

No.  2. 

George  M.  Morrow,  Jackson  D.  Wilhite, 

Virgil  L.  Williams,  Joel  C.  Weems, 

John  H.  Smith. 

No.  3. 

Amos  L.  Moody,  John  W.  Jeffries, 

James  M.  Baldwin,  Andrew  J.  York, 

James  Smith. 
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No.  4. 

Samuel  Joseph,  Alvin  Whited. 

Alban  D.  Thomp  son,  Chandler  Y.  Roberts, 

Thomas  M.  Amberson. 

No.  5. 

John  Arnold,  Francis  M.  Tabor, 

Robert  D.  Evans,  Charles  Martin, 

Samnel  H.  Darling. 

No.  6. 

George  W.  McKee,  William  P.  Duncan, 

Beverly  F.  Harwood,  William  A.  Alexander, 

Noah  A.  Agee. 

No.  7. 

Edwin  L.  Marechal,  James  W.  Harp. 

John  W.  Cooper,  Oscar  R.  Hundley, 

Hickman  P.  Walker. 

No.  8. 

Henry  C.  Wiley,  George  Williams. 

George  C.  Spigener,  William  M.  Neely, 

Adrian  J.  Townsend. 

No.  9. 

George  W.  Arberry,  Michael  T.  Hayes, 

Thomas  J.  Taylor,  Elias  A.  Brown, 

Augustus  Wood. 

No.   10. 

John  S.  Blair,  Nimrod  T.  Underwood, 

William  W.  Tredwick,  Marmaduke  Kimbrough. 

Joel  Nichols. 

On  Dispensations. 

William  H.  Long.  Augustus  L.  Milligan, 

James  M.  Osbom,  Enoch  Carter, 

Richard  H.  L.  Whorton. 
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On  Financk. 

Daniel  Smith,  Solomon  Palmer, 

Nicholas  Stall  worth,  Henry  T.  Goodloe, 

James  E.  Cobb. 

Bt-Laws. 

Pinkney  M.  Bruner,  James  L.  Steely, 

Oscar  Cassity,  Thomas  B.  Fitzpatrick, 

Thomas  G.  Dnpree. 

pBOPOsinoMS  AND  Gbiktancss. 

Benjamin  H.  Warren,  Lorenzo  D .  Lnsk, 

John  M.  Bandle,  Marmadake  Kimbrongh, 

Major  Carroll. 

DOINGS  OF   GbAND   OfFICBBS. 

William  J.  Ledbetter,  Charles  Crawley, 

Joseph  W  Amason,  William  S.  Milstead, 

Andrew  J.  Barnett. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  7, 1886. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock  ;  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John 
Gideon  Harri^,  presiding  ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  in 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  B.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

REPORT  ON  THE   M.   M.   DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work  made  report  on  M.  M.  De- 
gree, and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  James  Andrew  Bilbro  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  received  and  adopted  : 

GRAND  SECRETARY  TO  BUY  A  ALA.SONIO  CHART. 

Resolvedt  That  the  Grund  Secretary  is  hereby  instrncted  to  pur- 
chase for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  a  chart  on  which  shall  shall  be 
displayed  the  Emblems  of  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry. 

Brother  Edwin  L.  Marechal,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  7. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  oj  Alabama: 

Toar  Committee  cii  Chartered  Lodges  No.  7,  haviog  examined  the 
Retams  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following — 

COKBBCT  : 


Georgians No.  285 

Norris **    301 

Central  City *♦    305 


Clear  Creek No.  340 

Pikeville "    344 

Echo "    345 


Cluttoville **  319;  Hnrtsboro *'  346 

Viola "  324;Bienville "  348 

Nanafiilia "  335'  Ozark..   "  349 

Johnson **  337| 


IMCOBUBCT  : 

Chablbs  Baskebyille  No.  281. — No  dates  to  the  Passing  and  Rais- 
ing of  4. 

Walkeb  No.  286. — No  dates  to  2  Initiations,  table  of  dues  not  prop- 
erly filled  oat. 

Clinton  No.  287. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out 

Wabbenton  No.  320. —Heading  not  filled  out,  initials  ased,  table  of 
fees  not  filled  oat,  no  dates  to  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

Pleasant  Hill  No.  321.  —Table  of  dues  not  filled  out. 

HoLLT  Gboye  No  323. — Returns  for  2  years,  in  neither  is  the  table 
of  dues  filled  out. 

Oliteb  No.  334. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  every  thing  left 
blank  on  the  inside  except  the  name  and  number  and  the  names  of 
members,  no  seal. 

Geoboe  Ann  Davis  No.  338. — Postoffice  and  county  not  filled  out. 

Rock  Mills  No.  353. — Returns  for  2  years,  in  neither  is  Recapitu- 
lation filled  out. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

EDWIN  L.  MARECHAL, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Samuel  Joseph,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  conenrred  in  : 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  (he  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them  and  find  the 
following — 

OOBBKCT  : 


Missouri No.  146 

Cold  Water "  148 

Monroeville **  153 

Maysville •*  158 

Peaick *•  161 

Hendrix "  162 

Sumter **  166 

Elba "  170 

Andrew  Jackson **  173 


Davis No.  176 

De  Sotoville "  178 

Aberfoil-2years ««  181 

Landmark *•  187 

Delta ««  189 

Brush  Creek ««  191 

ChatUhoochee **  192 

Hopewell **  193 


INOOnBECT : 


Bladon  Spbings  No.  151. — Returns  for  2  years,  table  of  dues  not 
filled  out. 

Clopton  No.  171. —Heading  not  filled  out. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — Seal  illegible. 

Mount  Eaole  No.  185. — Recapitulation  uot  filled  out. 

ToMBioBEB  No.  190. — Heading  not  filled  out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

SAMUEL  JOSEPH, 
ALVIS  WHITED, 
ALBAN  D.  THOMPSON, 
CHANDLER  Y.  ROBERTS, 
THOMAS  H.  AMBERSON, 

Committee. 

Brother  John  S.  Blair,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  10,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  having  examined  the 
Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  to  be — 
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OOBBECT  : 


Steel's  Station No.  432 

Ware "  435 

Winston  Star «•  436 

Fort  Payne "  437 

Headland -2  years **  438 


Monnt  Vernon No.  439 

Forney •*    440 

Florida "    450 

Dolomite "    452 


INCOBIISCT  : 

Bethlehem  No.  442. — Returns  for  2  years,  dates  at  the  bottom  not 
filled  ont,  dates  of  conferring  degrees  in  the  wrong  place. 

Anniston  No.  443.— Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Allsbobouoh  No.  444.— Only  a  list  of  officers  and  other  members. 
No  particnfars. 

Caleb!  No.  445.— Heading  of  the  Returns  not  filled  out.  Initia- 
tion fee  set  down  at  $10. 

Taylor  No.  447. — Table  of  Dues  not  filled  out.  Seal  illegible,  one 
rejected,  but  no  name  given. 

GoAUBUBG  No.  448 — Improperly  signed  by  the  presiding  officer, 
initials  used. 

Seal  No.  451.— Name  of  the  Lodge  not  inserted  at  the  bottom. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  S.  BLAIR, 

WILLIAM  W.  FREDERICK, 

JOEL  NICHOLS, 

Committee. 

Brother  Henry  C.  Wiley,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Coijjmittee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  the  following :-- 

cobbect: 


Heaton No.  354 

Russellville **  371 

Lake  City "377 


E.  H.Cook No.  381 

Trinity "  386 

Vernon — 2  years •'  389 
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INCOBBEGT  : 

WiiiSOM  Williams  No.  351.— No  grade  given  to  members,  heading 
not  filled  out. 

Yam  BuBfeN  No.  355. — Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

RuTLEDOE  No.  357. — Seal  indistinct  and  not  plumb. 

Babboub  No.  358. — Name  abreviated,  affiliation  fee  not  set  down. 

Houston  No  .  365.  —No  date  to  Initiation  or  Passing  of  one  candi- 
date, heading  improperly  filled  out.  This  lodge  owes  dues  for  eleven 
members  ($5.50)  newly  made  and  affiliates,  whose  names  are  not  en- 
tered on  the  list  of  members. 

Ck)TACO  No.  366. — No  dates  on  the  outside  to  Dues,  seal  not 
plumb. 

Chandleb  No.  367.— Seal  illegible. 

Cboss  Plains  No.  368. — No  grade  given  to  members,  returns  not 
signed  by  the  W.  M. 

Athelstan  No.  369.  — Initials  used  to  several  names,  no  dues  paid 
for  one  member  as  an  M.  G.,  but  fails  to  note  him. 

Gainesville  No.  .375.— Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out,  no  date 
to  one  F.  G.  being  initiated. 

Weooufka  No.  378. — Returns  for  2  years,  both  badly  filled  out, 
many  erasures,  no  grade  to  members. 

RoBEBT  E.  Lee  No.  379. — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out, 
names  of  members  abroviated  and  initials  used  ;  secretary  of  this 
lodge  will  observe  that  the  name  of  his  lodge  is  Robert  E.  Lee,  and 
not  Rob't  E.  Lee,  or  R.  E.  Lee. 

Bibminoham  Fbatebnal  No.  384. — Initials  used,  not  signed  by  the 
Worshipful  AS  aster. 

Newbuboh  No.  388. — No  dates  given  to  the  initiation  and  passing 

of  1,  no  grades  set  down  to  members,  name  of  P.  O.  and  county  not 

set  down. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

HENRY  C.  WILEY. 

Chairman. 

Brother  George  H.  McKee,  Chairman  of  Committee 
No.  6,  on  Chartered  Lodges,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

7o  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 
Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  having  carefully  ex- 
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amined  the  ReiuroR   snbmitted  to  them,   beg  leave  to  report  tne 
following— 


COBBBCT  : 


Gadsdea No.  236 

240 
242 
243 
244 
247 


Bowen * 

Coosa ' 

Ramer 

Dawson  *• 

Cropwell ** 


(< 


Amand No.  250 


North  Port « 

Quitman 

Gaylesville 

Larkinsville ** 

Springville 


(( 


252 
254 
256 
257 
380 


INCORBECT  : 


Faibmoumt  No.  238. — Master's  name  signed  in  the  wrong  place. 

Habbison  No.  246.— heal  illegible. 

Rose  Hill  No.  253.— Seal  illegible. 

Ebvin  No.  257.— Heading  of  Returns  not  filled  oat.  No  dates  to 
suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues.     Needs  a  new  seal. 

Talladega  No.  251.— Initials  ased.  No  dates  to  suspensions  for 
non-payment  of  dues.     Seal  not  plumb. 

Walnut  Gboye  No.  264. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out.  Number 
of  members  put  down  at  6  although  it  is  over  60,  table  of  dues  not 
filled  out,  no  dates  to  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues,  initials 
used. 

Mebidiam  No.  265. — Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back  of  Returns. 

Mount  Pleasant  No.  266.— Seal 'illegible. 

Pea  Riyeb  No.  271.— Dates  to  initiation,  passing,  and  raising  of  2, 
in  the  wrong  place. 

Clifton  No.  272.— Number  of  members  not  set  down  in  the  table 
of  dues,  seal  illegible. 

Fbankfobt  No.  275. — Heading  improperly  filled  out. 

Nobthern  No.  278. — Heading  not  filled  out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

GEORGE  H.  McKEE, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Amos  L.  ^Moody,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  3. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Ixxlge  of  Alabama: 
Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  3,  beg  leave  to  make  the 
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following  report.     Having  carefully  examined  the  Retnrns  gnbrnitted 
to  them,  they  find  the  following  — 


COERKCT  : 


Tnckahatchee 


.No.    96    Yorkville No.  131 


Lozabatchee **      97 


Rhiloh ** 

Hermon ** 

ForestHill " 

8ylvan— 2  years ** 

DeKalb " 

Felix " 


105 
106 
110 
111 
116 
124 


Colnmbia . 
Unity  ... 
Shelby... 
Baldwin . . , 
Daleville  . 
Fraternity 


135 
136 
140 
142 
144 
145 


INCOBBECT  : 

Hknbt  No.  91. — Table  of  dues  not  properly  filled  oat;  has  32  mem- 
bers and  pays  for  30,  and  has  only  1  M.  G.,  owes  the  Grand  Lodge 
50  cents. 

Danville  No.  95.— Table  of  dues  not  properly  filled  out.  Seal 
illegible. 

Fulton  N6.  98.— Heading  improperly  filled  up — set  down  as  com- 
mencing on  the  15th  of  November,  1886,  and  ending  on  the  14th  of 
November,  1886. 

Habtwell  No.  101. — Recapitulation  not  in  figures,  dates  not  filled 
up  at  the  bottom. 

NoTASULOA  No.   119— One  recently  raised   not  in  the  list  of  mem- 
bers, therefore  due  thB  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 
Bethel  No.  141. — Seal  illegible. 
Bullock  No.  143  — Seal  illegible. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

AMOS  L.  MOODY, 
JOHN  W.  JEFFRIES, 
JAMES  M.  BALDWIN, 
JACOB  SMITH, 
A.  J.  YORK, 

Committee. 


Brother  George  M.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 
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REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  2. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  cf  Alabama: 

Tour  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  having  carefnlly  ex- 
amined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  the  following — 

COBBEOI : 


Greening No.  53 

Troy **    56 

Tuskegee **    57 

Saint  Johns "    62 

Libi-rty  **    65 

Hampden  Sidney *•    67 

Tohopeka "71 


Solomon No.  74 

Crozier— 2  years "  78 

Wilcox "  80 

Friendship  "  83 

MeridianSun "  88 

Prattville "  89 

Pfister «'  90 


INCOBBKCT  : 

New  Mabket  No.  52. — Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

MooNT  MoBi4H  No.  55.—  No  dates  to  affiliations,  heading  improperly 
filled  out,  needs  a  new  seal,  table  of  dues  not  properly  filled  out. 

Bbnton  No.  59. — Number  and  name  not  on  the  back,  recapitulation 
not  filled  out,  not  signed  by  the  Secretary. 

T  0MPKINSVILL.K  No.  61.-  Name  not  on  the  back,  recapitulation  not 
filled  out,  dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

EuBKKA  No.  64. — Amount  of  dues  not  on  the  back,   table  of  dues 
and  fees  not  filled  out. 

HoL£EY  No .  68 .  —Heading  not  correctly  filled  up . 

HowABD  No.  69  —Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out,  not  signed  by 
the  W.  M. 

Central  No.   70.  —No.   dates  of  initiating  and  passing  of  several 
raised. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

GEORGE  M.  MORROW, 

Chairman. 


Brother  Benjamin  H.  Warren,  from  the  Committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  made  th^  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concur- 
red in  : 
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REPORT  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Your  Committee  on  Propositions  nnd  Grievances,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port, that  they  have  considered  all  the  papers  referred  to  them,  and 
find,- 

1.  A  petition  from  Cold  Water  Lodge  No.  148,  to  move  their  place 
of  meeting  from  Vance's  Station  to  the  town  of  Woodstock,  a  dis- 
tance of  five  miles,  a  majority  of  said  Lodge  being  in  favor  of  said 
change.  We  recommend  ihat  Cold  Water  Lodge  No.  148,  be  permit- 
ted to  move  their  place  of  meeting  as  prayed  for. 

2.  A  petition  from  Crop  well  Lodge  No.  247,  for  the  removal  of  said 
Lodge  from  its  present  site,  to  Siddon,  on  the  Georgia  Pacific  Rail- 
road, in  St.  Clair  connty,  distant  three  and  one-fonrth  miles  ;  a  ma- 
jority of  said  Lodge  being  in  favor  of  such  removal.  Your  Committee 
recommend  that  Cropwell  Lodge  No.  247  be  permitted  to  move  their 
place  of  meeting  from  Cropwell  to  Siddon. 

3.  A  petition  from  Hilton  Lodge  No.  410,  for  the  removal  of  said 
Lodge  from  South  Lowell,  its  present  location,  to  Blooming  Grove,  a 
majority  of  said  Lodge  favoring  said  removal ;  your  Committer 
recommend  that  the  prayer  of  s<iid  Lodge  be  granted 

4.  Papers  and  evidence  from  Newburgh  Lodge  No.  388,  showing 
that  Kusselville  Lodge  No.  371,  Initiated,  Passed,  and  Raised,  Brother 
Patrick  Hanlon,  who,  it  is  claimed  by  Newburgb  Lodge  No.  388,  lived 
at  the  time  he  was  Initiated,  Passed,  and  Raised,  within  the  juris- 
diction of  said  Newburgh  Lodge  No.  388,  with  F.  M.  tlamsey,  three 
and  three-fourth  miles  from  Newburgh  Lodge,  and  six  and  one-fourth 
miles  from  Russelville  Lodge,  and  said  Newburgh  Lodge  having  de- 
manded the  fees,  for  Initiating,  Passing,  and  Raising  Brother  Hanlon, 
from  Russelville  Lodge  under  Article  xxxiii,  Section  9,  of  Digest,  on 
pages  106  and  107,  Russelville  Lodge  thereupon  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  matter  of  jurisdiction,  and  said  committee 
reported  to  said  Russelville  Lodge,  that  they  found  no  evidence  to 
show  that  Brother  Hanlon  was  uuder  the  jurisdiction  of  Newburgh 
Lodge  at  the  time  he  was  Initiated,  Passed  and  Raised,  whereupon 
said  Russelville  Lodge  refused  to  pay  the  fees  demanded,  as  afore- 
said. 

Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  from  all  the  evidence  submitted 
that  Brother  Hanlon  bad  no  certain  place  of  residence,  but  recom- 
mend, that  as  Brother  Hanlon  lived  at  the  time  of  his  Initiation, 
Passing,  and  Raising,  within  three  and  three-fourth  miles  of  Newburgh 
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Lodge  No.  388,  and  in  its  jarisdiotioQ,  that  BusselTille  Lodge  No.  371 
comply  with  above  recited  edict  of  Grand  Lodge. 
Fraternally  sabmitted, 

B.  H.  WARREN, 

Chairman. 

Brother  John  Arnold,  from  the  Committee  on  Char- 
tered Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  af  Alabama  : 

Yoor  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  having  carefully 
examined  the  Returns  sabmitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following— 

cobbbgt: 


fiylacauga No.  200 

Helicon-  2  vears  **    201 

Marshall...? **    209 

Sam  Dixon "    218 

LinevUle "    219 


Newton No.  224 

Dallas »*    22« 

Bexar "    230 

Duck  Spring— 2  years  .. .   "    231 
Harpersville •'    235 


INOOBBECT : 

Caledonia  No.  198.— Heading  wrong;  table  of  dues  not  filled  oat. 

KiiiioEE  No.  199.— Number  on  the  outside  not  in  the  right  place; 
table  of  dues  not  filled  up;  no  dates  at  the  bottom. 

Pbttusville  No.  207. — Table  of  dues  not  filled  out. 

AuEXANDBiA  No.  208.— Table  of  dues  imperfectly  filled  oat,  does 
not  give  the  number  of  members,  nor  of  ministers. 

YoBK  No.  211.  -Recapitulation  not  filled  out;  seal  not  plamb. 

Sandt  Ridoe  No.  223. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out;  table  of  dues 
not  filled  out. 

LouisviixE  No.  225. — Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  oat;  seal  illeg- 
ible. 

Sbpuloa  No.  233.— Tale  of  dues  not  filled  out. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JOHN  ARNOLD,  Chairman. 
F.  M.  TABOR, 
0.  MARTIN. 
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Brother  Enoch  Carter,  from  the  Committee  No.  1, 
on  Chartered  Lodges,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 


RBPOUT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  1. 

To  the  M.  f^.  Grand  Lodge  oj  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following — 

COBBECT : 


Alabama No.    3 

Rising  Virtue **  4 

Gilead "  9 

Montgomery "  11 

Athens **  16 

Dale **  25 

LaFayette.  ...    **  26 


Autauga No.  31 


Washiugton 
Wetumpka. 

Mobile 

Livingston . 
Demopolis . 
Union 


36 
39 
40 
41 
49 
50 


IMCOBBECT  : 

Ublion  No.  1— Seal  illegible. 
MouiyroN  No.  6. — Dates  at  botton  not  filled  out. 
Macon  No.  7. — Seal  illegible. 
Fabbab  No.  8.— Seal  illegible. 

RoTAL  White  Habt  No.  10.— Members  not  numbered;  initials  and 
abbreviations  used;  no  seal. 
Saint  Alaans  No.  22.— Seal  illegible. 
Selma  Fbatebnal  No.  27.— Not  signed  by  the  W.  M. 
Rising  Sun  No.  29.  — Neither  name  nor  number  on  the  back;  reca- 
pitulation not  filled  out;  seal  cranksided. 

CouBTLAND  No.  37.-  Neither  name  nor  number  on  the  back,  head 
ipg  not  filled  out,  dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out;  seal  illegible. 

Habmont  No.  46. — Returns  for  two  years,  and  generally   wrong 
one  made  out  on  a  Chapter  blank. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ENOCH  CARTER, 
JOHN  C.  LONG, 
JOHN  D.  BLOCKER, 
WILLIAM  H.  HERRON, 
WILLIAM  ALLWON, 

Committee. 
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Brother  George  W.  Arbery,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  9. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  9,  beg  leave  to  report, 
thathaviDg  carefally  examined  the  Returns  submitted  to  them,  they 
find  the  following — 

COBBSCT : 

North  Border No.  391  |  Jemison No.  411 

Falkville  **  396  I  Amberson "  412 

Hartselle **  398  |  Oak  Level **  415 

Childersburg **  403  j  HUton,  1886 "  419 

Doric **  406  I  Shorterville **  422 


Pondtown— 2  years **    409 


Clanton    "    423 


Helena *'    410    George  Wilson *•    424 

INCOBBSOT  : 

Haw  Ridoe  No.  399.  —Heading  on  the  outside  not  filled  up;  incor- 
rectly numbered,  has  25  members  and  only  pays  for  20,  2  of  which 
are  M.  Gs.,  therefore  owes  the  G.  L  $1.50,  seal  in  bad  condition. 

HancevilliE  No.  400. — Returns  in  very  bad  condition,  initials  used 
throughout,  badly  blotted,  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D.,  cannot 
read  half  the  names,  heading  not  filled  up. 

Green  Hill  No.  402.— No  dates  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D.,  seal 
makes  a  bad  impression. 

George  Smith  No.  417.  —Recapitulation  not  properly  filled  up, 
table  of  dues  not  properly  filled  up,  nor  the  table  of  fees,  date  at  the 
bottom  wrong. 

Hilton  No.  419— for  1885. — No  dates  to  table  of  dues,  dates  at  the 
bottom  not  filled  out,  signed  by  others  than  the  Master  and  Secre- 
tary. 

Cullman  Fraternal  No.  421.— Recapitulation  not  filled  up,  inside 
in  very  bad  condition,  erasures  and  interlineations,  initials  used, 
date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out,  no  seal. 

Beloreen  No.  428.— Date  of  1  initiation  and  passing  not  given. 

MiLo  Abercrombie  No.  429. — Members  not  numbered,  and  no  grade 
griven  to  them. 

Albebtville  No.  430.— Dues  not  set  down  on  the  back,  Beoapitu- 
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latioo  not  filled  out,  date  at  the  top  erroDeonsly  set  down,  and  1 

date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  in,  no  grade  given  to  members. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  ARBERY, 

Chairman. 

Brother  William  W.  McCollum  oflFered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

AS  TO  FRIENDSHIP  NO.  83. 

Resolved,  That  Friendship  Lodge  No.  83  be  allowed  30  days  to 
make  Returns  and  pay  dues,  and  that  her  representative,  W.  G. 
Cross,  who  is  now  in  attendance,  be  allowed  to  represent  his  Lodge. 

REPORT   ON  FINANCE. 

Brother  Daniel  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, made  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
Concurred  in.     (See  App'ndix,) 

Brother  Thomas  H.  Barry  oflFered  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  and  the  preamble  was  concurred 
in,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

HARTWELL  LODGE  NO.  101. 

JVhereas,  Hartwell  Lodge  No.  101,  at  Oxford,  in  the  County  of 
Calhoan,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  together  with  its  charter,  famitnre, 
&c.,  on  the  8th  of  November  1885,  therefore — 

Resolved,  That  Hartwell  Lodge  No.  101  have  a  new  charter  free  of 
charge. 

BROTHER  SAMUEL  K.    McSPADDEN  PRESENTED  PAPERS. 

Brother  Samuel  K.  McSpadden,  of  Sam  Dixon 
Lodge  No.  218,  presented  certain  papers  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  which,  on  his  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Correspondence. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  12  o'clock. 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Morning,  December  8,  1886. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  12  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John 
Gideon  Harris,  presiding  ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  and 
the  election  resulted  as  follows : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

John  Gideon  Habbis,  Montgomery,  Grand  Master. 
Myles  Jefferson  Gbeene,  Opelika,  Depaty  Grand  Master. 
Henby  Habt  Bbown,  Birmingham,  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Geobge  Milbubne  Mobbow,  Birmingham.  Junior  Grand  Warden. 
William  Henry  Dinoley,  Montgomery,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Daniel  Saybe,  Montgomery,  Grand  Secretary.  • 

Adam  Reioabt  Bakeb,  Montgomery,  Grand  Tiler. 

And  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  subsequently  an- 
nounced the  following  as  the — 

APPOINTED  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

Bey.  William  Caret  Bledsoe,  La  Fayette,  Grand  Chaplain. 
Geoboe  Flemino  Moobe,  Montgomery,  Grand  Marshal 
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Obmond  Allen  Duer,  Clanton,  Senior  Grand  Deaoon. 
Fbancis  Leigh  Pettus,  Selma,  Junior  Grand  Deaoon. 
Lemuel  G.  Dawson,  Grand  Steward. 
WiLLLLM  Habbison  Long,  Mobile,  Grand  Steward. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Grand  Master's  address,  submitted  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

GRAND   master's  ADDRESS. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  thank  him  for  the  historical  epitome  of  the  existence 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  as  given  by  him,  as  tending  to  infuse  new  life 
and  vigor  in  the  Brotherhood  ;  prompting  them  to  work  faithfully 
and  zealously,  for  the  propagation  of  those  hallowed  truths  so  beauti- 
fully and  impressively  taught  in  the  several  degrees  of  Masonry  ; 
and  to  perfect  and  increase  the  moral  influence  of  an  institution, 
begun  in  love  and  continued  with  energy  and  perseverance.  • 

The  committee,  and  the  Grand  Lodge,  is  pleased  to  learn  that 
"encouraging  news  comes  from  almost  every  quarter;  that  the  fra- 
ternity is  making  steady  progress,  and  gaining  a  hold  on  the  affec- 
tions and  admiration  of  the  people  hitherto  unknown  in  our  State." 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  recommend  the  reference  of  any 
portion  of  the  address  to  other  committees,  for  all  the  rulings  of  the 
Grand  Master  are  so  eminently  in  accordance  with  Masonic  usage 
in  this  jurisdiction  as  to  render  any  such  course  supererogatory,  we 
therefore  recommend  their  approval. 

We  are  pleased  to  see  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  so  profoundly  im- 
bued with  the  proper  duties  of  his  office,  as  the  great  custodian  of 
the  respectability  and  morals  of  the  Brethren,  as  is  exemplified  in 
his  judicious  remarks  against  profanity  and  intemji^rance  ;  and  we 
earnestly  urge  upon  all  Masters  of  Lodges  to  take  especial  care  to 
have  them  read  in  their  lodges,  that  the  Brethren  may  be  admon- 
ished, refreshed,  and  strengthened  thereby. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

JOSEPH  H.  JOHNSON, 

HENRY  C.  TOMPKINS, 

PALMER  J.  PILLANS, 

Committee. 
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Brother  Grand  Secretary  oflFered  the  following  reso- 
latioD,  and  it  was  adopted. 

AS  TO  OLIVER  LODGE  NO.  334. 

Resolved,  That  Oliver  Lodge  No.  334,  having  paid  three  years  back 
dues,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  reinstated  to  good  standing. 

Brother  James  R  Oobb  oflFered  the  following  resolu- 
tion and  it  was  adopted. 

Ab  TO  SYLACAUGA  LODGE  NO.  200. 

Resolxjed,  That  the  dues  of  Sylacanga  Lodge  No.  200  paid  at  tUi 
J    Oommiinioation,  be,  and  they  are  remitted  ;  jmd  the  Gnmd  Secretary 
is  instructed  to  return  the  same. 

Brother  James  E.  Cobb  oflFered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  adopted. 

•  AS  TO  CARROLLTON  LODGE  NO.  214. 

Resolved,  That  the  Charter  of  Garrollton  Lodge  No.  214  be  reinsta- 
ted, and  that  said  Lodge  be  authorized  to  elect  officers. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  reso- 
lution was  adopted  : 

AS  TO  JOHN  C.  HUNKAPILLER. 

lo  the  M.  W.  (krand  Lodge  of  Alabama'. 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  which  was  referred 
a  Resolution  offered  by  P.  G  M.  Kufus  W.  Cobb,  which  is  asfoUows: 

Whereas,  John  C.  Uunkapiller  petitions  the  Grand  Lodge,  praying 
for  restoration  to  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry  ;  and  whereas 
said  petition,  together  with  the  recommendation  of  Northern  Lodge 
No.  278,  was,  at  the  last  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  ;  and  whereas,  said  committee  made  a  report 
recommending  that  said  petitioner  apply  to  his  Lodge  for  restoration ; 
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and  whereas,  WarreDton  Lodge,  of  which  the  petitioner  was  a  member, 
had  forfeited  its  Charter  and  was  not  then,  and  is  not  now,  in  exist- 
ence, therefore 

Resolvedy  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic 
Jnrispradence,  with  instrnctions  to  inquire  into  all  the  facts,  and  if 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  it  is  lawful  and  proper  for  this  Grand 
Lodge  to  take  action  at  this  Grand  Communication,  looking  to  the 
restoration  of  the  petitioner,  that  then  they  report  instanter  such 
resolutions  as  in  their  opinion  is  proper  to  be  taken  in  the  premises, 
have  had  the  same  under  careful  consideration. 

We  find  in  the  whole  matter  no  question  of  Masonic  Law.  The 
person  referred  to,  John  C.  Hunkapiller,  once  a  member  of  Warren- 
ton  Lodge,  is  an  expelled  member,  and  Warrenton  Lodge  is  no  longer 
in  existence. 

The  only  possible  hope  for  his  restoration  is  at  the  hands  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances,  made  at  the  last  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
(see  Proceediugs  of  188*5,  p.  46),  that  his  petition  for  restoration, 
made  at  that  time,  was  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  Northern 
Lodge  No.  278,  certifying  to  his  good  character  and  standing.  A 
brother  representing  said  Northern  Lodge  at  this  Grand  Commuuica- 
tion,  appeared  before  the  Committee  Mud  stated  that  it  was  the  unan- 
imous desire  of  the  membership  of  the  Lodge  under  whose  Jurisdic- 
tion the  said  Hunkapiller  lives,  that  his  petition  for  restoration  be 
granted. 

We  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  C.  Hunkapiller,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
stored to  all  the  Rights  and  Privileges  of  Masonry. 

JOSEPH  H.  JOHNSON, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Myles  J.  Greene  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted  : 

JEW^ELS  OF  OPELIKA  LODGE  NO.  395. 

Resolved,  That  the  jewels,  furniture,  and  other  property,  formerly 
belonging  to  the  Opelika  Lodge  No.  395  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
donated  to  Lee  Lodge  No.  454. 
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Brother  John  H.  Bankhead  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted. 

AS  TO  CLEAR  CREEK  LODGE  NO.  340. 

Resolved,  That  the  daes  of  Clear  Creek  Lodge  No.  HO  for  the  years 
1885  and  1886  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Brother  John  H.  Bankhead  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Masonio  JnrispradeDce  are  here- 
by requested  to  digest  a  constitutional  amendment  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  weak  lodges,  and  report  the  same  at  the  next  Annual  Hom- 
munioation  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Sam  Thompson  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted. 

CHAUTEH  TO  COALBURG. 

Resolved,  That  Coalburg  Lodge  No.  448  having  surrendered  its 
Dispensation,  and  haviog  paid  for  a  charter,  a  charter  is  hereby 
ordered. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received   and  concurred  in : 

MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  Vie  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  ; 

That  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Ex- 
pulsions, and  Appeals,  to  be  found  in  the  Proceedings  of  1885,  pp. 
36,  37  and  38,  touching  the  right  of  a  lodge  to  receive  and  act  on  a 
petition  lot  initiation  from  one  who  had  resided  but  eight  months 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge,  being  an  appeal  from  Wetumpka 
Lodge  No.  39,  having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence, that  committee  begs  leave  to  report — 
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That  they  find  no  duration  of  residence  prescribed  save  in  the 
Edict  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  be  foaod  in  Art.  XXXUI.  No.  13  of  the 
Digest.  This  only  requires  a  reside  nee  of  twelve  months  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  so  that  where  there  is  no  by-law  of 
a  lodge  requiring  a  longer  residence  within  its  jurisdiction,  it  is  com- 
petent for  such  lodge  to  receive  and  act  upon  a  petition,  provided 
the  Edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  above  mentioned  be  not  violated. 

J.  H.  JOHNSO.N, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on 
Masonic  Jurisprudence,  made  the  following  report,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

FROM  COMMITTEE   ON   MASONIC  JUBISPBUDENCE. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

The  question  coming  to  us  from  Buena  Vista,  as  to  the  propriety 
or  advisability  of  admitting  to  membership  of  a  Lodge  one  who  had 
been  insane,  but  who,  for  some  years  since  his  recovery  has  discov- 
ered no  evidences  of  a  return,  is  one  that  hardly  properly  belongs  to 
this  committee.  Though  your  committee,  themselves,  see  no  reason 
for  excluding  a  brother  from  mabonic  intercourse,  yet  they  think 
that  this  is  a  question  to  be  left  entirely  to  the  wisdom  and  discre- 
tion of  the  Lodge. 

J.  H.  JOHNSON, 

Chairman. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in : 

FROM  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master j  officers,  and  members  of  the  M.  W,  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama ; 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  question,  *'  can  a  man  be  made  a  Mason  who  has  lost  his  left 
hand  at  the  wrist?'*  beg  leave  to  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  such  a 
question  should  not,  and  could  nof,  have  emanated  from  a  reading 


42  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  ,    [1886. 

mason.  Section  7,  of  Article  VI,  of  the  Constitution  says  :  "He 
must  also  be  free  from  such  corporeal  deformity  as  would  render  him 
incapable  of  practicing  and  teaching  the  ritual  of  the  fraternity." 

This  has  been  supplemented  by  two  edicts  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
one  to  be  found  in  the  Proceedings  of  1864,  p.  31— ,  <*  that  such  a 
defect  in  physical  conformation  would  render  the  candidate  inadmis- 
sible ;"  and  the  other  in  1874,  p.  14,  that  **The  candidate  must  be 
vohole  and  sound,  not  deformed  ;  and  he  must  be  able  to  perform  the 
work  required  in  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry. " 

Fraternally  submitted. 

J.  H.  JOHNSON, 

P.  J.  PILLANS, 

H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 

CommiiCtn. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in  : 

AS  TO  AMENDING  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurispradence  to  which  was  referred 
at  the  last  Communication  of  Grand  Lodge,  a  resolution  offered 
by  the  Brother  Junior  Grand  Warden— which  resolution  may  be  seen 
at  the  bottom  of  page  19,  Proceedings  of  1885,  and  is  in  words  as 
follows  :  Rtsolvedf  That  Uulo  19,  of  Article  VII  of  the  Constitution, 
be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

Rule  19. — The  Grand  Lodge  may  reverse  the  decinion  of  a  subordi- 
nate liodge,  whereby  a  brother  is  suspended  or  expelled,  which  rever- 
sal shall  restore  the  accused  to  ail  his  rights  ami  privileges  in  Free 
Masonry  and  to  full  membership  in  the  Subordinate  Lodge,"  fraternally 
report  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  unanimously  concur  in  the  opinion  that  Rule  19, 
Article  VII,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  should  be 
amended,  and  we  fraternally  recommend  that  a  proposition  to  amend 
said  Rule,  as  provided  for  by  the  resolution  above  quoted,  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Subordinate  Lodges  for  their  approval  or  rejection,  as 
provided  for  in  Article  VIII  of  the  Constitution. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

J.  H.  JOHNSON, 

P.  J.  PILLANS, 

H.  C.  TOMPKINS, 

Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  through 
its  Chairman,  brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson,  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in : 

REPORT  FROM  HABONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  have  had  under  oon- 

sideratioD  the  resolution  offered  by  Brother  O'Bannon,  in   reference 

to  repealing  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  which  says  that  Masonic 

Halls  ought  not  to  be  used  for  other  than  masonic  purposes,  and  the 

committee  instruct  me  to  report  adversely  thereto,  and   recommend 

that  the  said  resolution  be  not  adopted. 

Prater nallv  submitted, 

J.  H.  JOHNSON, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Pinckney  M.  Bruner,  from  the  Committee 
on  By-Laws,  made  the  following  report,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT   ON   BY-LAWS. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  had 
no  by-laws  submitted  to  them  for  review,  they  therefore  have  no 
other  report  than  this  to  make. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

PINCKNEY  M.  BRUNER, 

Chairman. 

PETITION  FROM  CROPWELL  LODGE  NO.  247. 

A  petition  was  presented  from  Cropwell  Lodge  No. 
247,  to  remove  from  its  present  location  to  Seddon,  a 
distance  of  three  and  a  quarter  miles,  and  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  was  granted. 

And  then,  after  prayer  by  the  R  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
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Wednesday  Evening,  December  8,  1886. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  7  o'clock  ;  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John 
Gideon  Harris,  presiding  ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  in 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Lewis  Slaughter  ofiered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ma- 
sonic Jurisprudence. 

AS  TO  THE  PROFANE  USE  OF  THE  NAME  OF  DEITY. 

Resolvedf  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  GrHod  Lodge  that  the  saber- 
dinate  lodges  of  this  jurisdiction  should  be  diligent  in  taking  cogni- 
zance of  the  offense  involved  in  the  profane  use  of  the  name  of  Deity. 

Brother  Russell  M.  Cunningham  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

AS  TO   ONE  WHO   HAS  NO  EVIDENCE. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprndence  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  report  what  steps  are  necessary  to 
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reinstate  a  Master  Mason  where  no  record  exists  of  his  ever  having 
been  made  a  Mason. 

Brother  William  H.  Long,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Dispensations,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON   DISPENSATIONS. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Dispensations  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they 
have  examined  the  books  of  Seale  Lodge  No.  451  and  of  Dolemite 
Lodge  No.  452,  working  under  Dispensation,  and  find  them  neatly 
and  correctly  kept,  and  your  oommitt*  e  recommend  that  a  charter 
be  granted  Dolemite  Lodge  No.  452,  and  the  Dispensation  of  Seale 
Lodge  No.  451  be  continued  until  our  next  regular  annual  communi- 
cation, at  their  request.    ■ 

In  addition  we  also  recommend  that  a  Charter  be  granted  to  Lee 
Lodge  No.  454  in  the  city  of  Opelika. 

Fraternally  submitted. 

W.  H.  LONG, 

Chairman. 

Brother  William  J.  Ledbetter,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in. 

REPORT  ON  DOINGS  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  as  far  as  it  has  come  to  their  knowledge,  the  Grand  Officers 
have  been  diligent  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  several  du- 
ties ;  and  in  upholding  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  Masonic 
Institution,  and,  where  it  was  necessary  in  giving  advice  and  instruc- 
tion to  the  subordinate  lodges. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

WILLIAM  J.  LEDBETTER, 

Chairman. 
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PRESENTATION  TO  G.  M.  BANKHEAD. 

The  Grand  Master  presented  a  Water-Service  to  P. 
6.  M.  John  Hollis  Bankhead.  Eloquent  and  appro- 
priate speeches  were  made,  and  the  occasion  was  one 
to  be  remembered  by  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

ABEKFOIL  NO.  181. 

Upon  motion,  Aberfoil  Lodge  No.  181  had  thirty 
days  in  which  to  make  Betarns  and  pay  Does. 

INSTALLATION  OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  Installation  of  the  Grand  Officers,  elected  for 
the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  then  took  place.  Past  Grand 
Master  John  Hollis  Bankhead  officiating,  and  the  pre- 
sentation made  by  Brother  George  Fleming  Moore, 
the  Grand  Marshal. 

THANKS  TO   RAILROADS. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  the  thanks 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  returned  to  the  railroads  of 
the  State  that  bad  so  generously  transported  the  mem- 
bers at  reduced  fare. 


The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following 
Standing  Committees : 
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FOREIGN  OORRESPONDENOE. 
Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

SUSPENSIONS,   EXPULSIONS,   AND  APPEALS. 

William  Yates  Titoomb Anniston. 

Lealis  Law Cropwell.    • 

Thomas  H.  Amberson GkidsdeD. 

MASONIC    JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega. 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

Henry  Clay  Tomp&ins Montgomery. 

Rufus  Wills  Cobbs Helena. 

William  Wallace  Screws Montgomery. 

COMMITTEE  ON  TRANSPORTATION. 

William  Wallace  Screws Montgomery. 

Edmnnd  Read  Hastings Montgomery. 

■ 

Stephen  Henry  Beasley Montgomery. 

COMMITTEE  ON  WORK. 

« 

James  McGinnis  Brundidgo Decatur. 

Robert  J.  Redden Moscow. 

Angus  M.  Scott       Ozark. 

William  Wallace  McCollum Briarfield. 

James  Andrew  Bilbro Tuskegee. 


MINUTES  READ. 


There  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought  be- 
fore the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Annual  Grand  Commu- 
nication, the  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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CLOSED. 

And   then,  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of 

Grace  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother 

William  Carey  Bledsoe,  the  Sixty-Sixth  Annual  Grand 

Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 

of  Ancient  Free   and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama 

and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was   closed   in  Ample 

Form,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  Gavel  fell  at  7 

minutes  past  9  o'clock. 

DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 


GRAND  SECRETARY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


M.  W.  Gbahd  Lodge  of  Alabama, 

In  Account  with  DANIEL  8ATRE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
1885  GB. 

Deo.      9.    By  Daes  at  this  Grand  OommuDioation.  $3,282  50 

9.         Amount  of  Contingent  Fund 1,000  00 

Gash  for  7  Charters 245  00 

DUBS. 

7.  By  cash  for  chairs— Warren  No.  47. .  .$  5  00 

29.  Dues  from  Solomon  No.  74 8  00 

1886 

Jan'y    7.  Dues  from  Wilcox  No.  80 8  00—      21  00 

DISPENSATIONS. 

April  21.    By  Seale  No.  451 35  00 

July    30.  Dolomite  No.  452 35  00 

Oct.    23.  Gibson  No.  453 35  00—   105  00 

CEBTIFI0ATE8. 

Deo.  By  cash  for  certificates 76  50 

Gash  for  Digests 9  00—     85  50 

$4,739  00 
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By  amonnt  brought  forward $  4,739  00 

1885  DB. 

Deo.    29.     To  cash  paid  Grand jTreasnrer $3,282  50 

Gash  paid  Grand  Treasurer 245  00 

15.  Gash  paid  Gharles  L.  Buth     100  00 

16.  Gash  paid  A.  A.  Young 150 

1886. 

Jan.      4.            Gash  sent  sufferers  in  Gkdveston.  100  00 

Feb.      1.            Gash  paid  B.  Wolff  A  Bro  1  50 

April    5.            Gash  paid  Geo.  G.  Glisby— postage  80  00 

8.            Gash  paid  W.  D.  Brown  &  Go  . .  497  85 

29.  Gash  paid  A.  B.  Baker,  Gor.  Stone.  25  00 

30.  Gash  paid  Haygood  &  Olin 16  00 

Gash  paid  Joel  White 1  00 

June     2.            Gash  paid  McLure,  G.  M.'s  picture  30  00 

Sept.  25.            Gash  paid  work  on  Water  Gloset.  1  50 

Oct.      6.            Gash  paid  Garpenters*  work 6  50 

11.            Gash  paid  Water  Works  5  00 

Nov.    15.            Gash  paid   Goal 1100 

Gash  paid  Gas  bills 11  50 

Gash  paid  for  expressage  1  65 

Gash  paid  negroes,  for  labor  about 

office— no  bills 19  55 

Dec.                     Amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer. . .  301  95-$4,739  Oq 

Montgomery,  December  6,  1886. 

DANIEL  SAYBE, 

Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  TREASUREE'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


William  H.  Dinolky,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  AccaufU  loiih  the  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA, 

1885  DR. 

Dec.      6.     To  balance $1,531  52 

29.  Beceived  from  Grand  Secretary. .  3,282  50 

29.  "           "        "              "        . .      24.5  00 
1886 

Jan.      4.  "            "        »*               "        . .      100  00 

Nov.   30.  "            "        •«               **        . .      301  95-$6,460  97 

1885  CR. 

Dec.      9.     By  Grand  Master 57       46  60 

Com.  on  Work,  W.  M.  McCollom,58        37  00 
**  "       R.  J.  Redden.... 59        45  00 

Grand  Chaplain,  W.  C.  Bledsoe,  60  25  00 

Com.  on   Work,  A.  M.  Scott 61  50  00 

Com.  on  Appeals,  W.  G.  Titcomb,62  25  00 

Com.  on  Work,  I.  M.  Brundidge.63  65  00 

Com.  on  Correspondence 64  200  00 

Grand  Tiler,  expense 65  45  75 

Grand  Tiler 66  50  00 

Rent,  M.  P.  LeGrand 67  800  00 

Contingent  Fund 68  1,000  00 

Grand  Secretary 69  1,000  00 

Grand  Treasurer 70  150  00 

1886. 

March30.         Grand  Tiler,  floor  covering 260  75 

Permanent  Trust  Fund 1,460  50 

Deo.      6.         Balance  on  hand 200  47-  5,460  97 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  December  6,  1886. 

WM.  H.  DINGLE  Y, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PERMA- 
NENT TRUST  FUND. 


Tbustkbs  of  Pebmament  Tbust  Fukd, 

In  account  wUh  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

1885  DB. 

Dec.         6.    To  balance  on  hand $   559  42 

1886. 
January  2.  Interest  on  U.  S.  Bonds 19  00 

Interest  on  Alabama  Bonds 159  00 

Feb.         8.  Sale  of  $1,900  U.  8.  Bonds 2,337  00 

Joly         1.  Interest  on  Alabama  Bonds 219  00 

Beceived  from  Grand  Treasurer.  1,460  50 

Total $  4,753  92 

1886  GB. 

Feb.       15.     By  paid  for  $4,000.00  Alabama  Bood8$4,040  00 
Dec.         6.  Balance  on  hand  713  92 

Total $  4,753  92 

On  hand  $14,600.00  Alabama  Bonds, 

I  per  cent,  premium  $14,740  00 

Cash  on  hand 713  92 

Making $15,453  92 

Interest  due  January  1st.  1887 292  00 

Total $15,745  92 

JOHN  G.  HABBIS, 

WILLIAM  H.  DINGLEY, 

DANIEL  SAYBE, 

Trustees. 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  December  7,  1886. 
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REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 


GRAND  LODGE  HALT., 

MosrrooiaeBT,  Ai«a.,  December  7, 1886. 

To  the  M.  W,  Qrand  Lodge  cf  Alabama', 

Tour  Committee  od  Finance  and  Acoonnts  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  carefnlly  examined  the  Financial  Report  of  the  B.  W. 
Grand  Secretary  and  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer,  and  find  them  correct : 
From  the  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find  that  he  received 

at  your  last  Annaal  Communication — 

• 

For  dues $3,282  60 

•*      «*    since  that  time 21  00 

Total  amount  dues $3,303  60 

For  Contingent  Fund  appropriated  at  your  last  Annual 

Communication 1,000  00 

For  7  Charters  (due  Trust  Fund) $246  00 

**    3  Dispensations  (due  Trust  Fund) 106  00 

•*    Sale  of  Digests      **        "        "      9  00 

Amount  due  Trust  Fund 359  00 

For  Certificates 76  50 

Making  total  receipts  of $4,739  00 

All  of  which  he  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers 
submitted  to  us,  to- wit: 

To  Grand  Treasurer $3,829  45 

For  Contingent  expenses 909  55 

Making  a  total  of $4,739  00 


56  APPENDIX.  [1886. 

The  B.  W.  Grand  Treasurer  had  on  hand  at  your 

last  Annual  Communioation  a  balance  of $1,531  52 

Since  that  time  he  has  reoeiyed  from  the  Grand 

Secretary 3,929  45 

Total $5,460  97 

And  has  paid  out  on  proper  voaohers 5,260  50 

Leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of $   200  47 

Add  estimated  receipts  from  dues  at  yonr  present 

Commanication,  about $3,400  00 

For  Charters  (year  just  closing  was  $245  00) 200  00 

**    Dispensations  (year  jost  closing  was  $105  00)      100  00 
<*    Certificates  (year  jast  closing  was  $76  50) 50  00 

Making  estimated  receipts  to  amount  of 3,750  00 

Total  estimate $3,950  47 

Of  this  amount  your  committee  recommend  the  following 
appropriations  to  defray  current  expenses  for  the 
ensuing  year,  to- wit: 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary  for  last  year $1,000  00 

"       *»      *«      Treasurer"      **      "    150  00 

Grand  Tiler  for  this  Communication   50  00 

Chairman  Committee  on  Correspondence 200  00 

Grand  Chaplain,  this  Communication  25  00 

Chairman  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expulsions, 

and  Appeals 50  00 

Rent  of  Grand  Lodge  Hall 800  00 

Contingent  Fund  of  Grand  Secretary 1,000  00 

*'  Expenses  of  Grand  Master  next  year.      200  00 

Grand  Tiler,   expenses  at  this  Communication, 

about 40  00 

Amount  due  Permanent  Trust  Fund: 

For  7  Charters $245  00 

3  Dispensations 105  00 

Sale  of  Digests 9  00 


Total  due  Trust  Fund 359  00 

Total  appropriations 3,874  00 

Leaving  estimated  balance  of $     76  47 
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PERMANET  TRUST  FUND. 

Yoar  Committee  have  also  examined  the  annual  report  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  your  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  and   find  that  at  date  of  last 

report  thej  had  an  unexpended  balance  of $   559  42 

Have  collected  interest  on  bonds  during  the  past 

year  to  amount  of 397  00 

Sale  of  United  States  bonds  having  par  value  of 

$1,900.00  for. 2,337  00 

Received  from  Grand   Treasurer  amount  appro- 
priated at  last  Communication   1,4G0  50 

Making  a  total  of $  4,753  92 

Of  this  amount  they  have  paid  out  for  4  Alabama 

bonds,  class  A,  of  $1,000  each 4,040  00 

Leaving  cash  in  their  hands  to  amount  of $     713  92 

And  when  we  add  amount  due  said  Fund  for  Charters,  Dis- 
pensations, &c.,  as  set  forth  in  above  report ...    359  00 

We  have $  1,072  92 

Of  this  sum  we  recommend  that  the  Trustees  of  said  Trust 
Fund  apply  to. the  purchase  of  one  Alabama  bond,  Class 
*'A,"  for  $1,000,  so  much  as  may  be  required  for  that 
purpose,  and  have  same  registered  as  heretofore  directed 
by  this  Grand  Lodge. 


CONDITION  OF  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Your  Permanent  Trust  Fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  to- wit: 

Alabama  Bonds,  Class  *'A,"  to  amount  of $14,740  00 

Cash  on  hand $713  92 

Add  above  appropriations 359  00 

Making 1,072  92 

Interest  due  1st  January,  1887 292  00 

And  we  have  a  Fund  amounting  to $16,104  92 

Fraternally  submitted, 

DANIEL  SMITH, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


BY  P.  J.  PILLANS. 


To  the  M.  W   Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

In  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  expressed  by 
the  order  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  we  have  again  essayed  to  pre- 
sent to  yon  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  the  several  Grand  Lodges 
with  whom  we  hold  fraternal  intercourse  so  far  as  they  have  come 
into  our  possession.  We  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that 
most  complete  harmony  among  them  all  prevails  except  between 
Quebec  and  England-  And  we  regret  to  find  so  many  of  our  Ameri- 
can Lodges  acting  with  heated  blood  in  this  matter.  If  a  kind 
course  should  be  pursued,  if  time  for  the  cooling  of  the  passions 
engendered  by  the  course  of  Quebec  be  given,  we  have  no  doubt  as 
to  the  restoration  of  complete  harmony. 

But  to  the  review. 

ARKANSAS,  1885. 

Forty-Sixth  Annual  Communication,  November  24,  1885,  W.  H.  H. 
Clayton,  Grand  Master.  Lodges  present  258,  and  during  the  session 
this  was  enlarged  to  298. 

Among  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  are  two  numbered  17 
and  18  which  enunciate  a  doctrine  with  which  neither  we  nor  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Alabara  agree-- 1.  e.,  that  one  suspended  for  N.  P.  D. 
may  be  treated  as  if  in  good  standing  except  that  he  cannot  visit  his 
own  lodge.  His  rnliogs,  however,  are  very  sound  and  with  this  ex- 
ception conservative. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Victoria  and  South  Australia  were  recognized 
with  fraternal  cordiality,  but  the  committee  entertained  great  doubts 
as  to  the  Htanding  or  permanency  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  either 
Vera  Cruz  or  Mexico. 

There  was  a  large  amount  of  business  disposed  of  by  this  Grand 
Lodge,  though  pertaining  almost  entire  to  matters  of  looal  interest. 
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Brother  T.  C.  Hnmphrey  was  elected  Grand  Master,  Brother  Fay 
Hempstead  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

The  membership,  though  increasing,  falls  far  short  of  what  it 
should  be  in  so  growing  a  State. 

Brother  Geo.  £.  Dodge  furnished  one  of  his  excellent  reports  on 
correspondence. 

On  the  effect  of  the  Tote  granting  a  dimit  we  hold  that  when  by 
such  vote  a  dimit  is  granted  and  the  Lodge  closed,  it  is  improper  for 
the  Lodge  to  take  any  subsequent  action  therein,  and  that  the 
brother  dimitted  can  only  become  a  member  of  that  Lodge  as  he 
would  of  any  other  Lodge. 

We  copy  his  views  as  to  dual  membership : 

We  cannot  see  the  harm  in  permitting  a  Master  Mason  to  belong 
to  as  many  Lodges  as  he  is  willing  to  pay  dues  in;  and  in  as  many 
Jurisdictions  as  he  desires,  if  there  is  no  positive  law  prohibiting  it. 
If  he  is^^  to  belong  lo  otie  Lodge,  we  cannot  but  believe  that  both  the 
Lodge  and  the  member  would  be  benefitted  by  multiplying  and 
strengthening  the  ties  of  the  Lodge  fellowship. 

ARIZONA,  1885. 

The  pamphlet  before  us  contains  the  proceedings  of  the  Fourth 
Annual  Communication  of  this  young  Grand  Lodge  whose  growth 
has  been  slow,  retarded  doubtless  by  the  disturbed  condition  of  the 
Territory,  but  as  the  cause  has  now  been  removed  and  peace  has 
spread  her  balmy  wings  o'er  this  lovely  region,  we  look  for  a  rapid 
growth  in  the  future.  M.  W.  Merrill  P.  Freeman,  Grand  Master, 
presided.  Of  Masonry  he  says:  **Its  worth  lies  not  in  its  hidden 
origin,  but  in  its  recognized  results."    And  again — 

There  is  a  duty  independent  of  the  call  for  relief  of  the  distressed, 
but  equally  as  exacting  in  its  right  to  be  heard;  a  claim  that  is  pres- 
ent at  all  times  and  in  every  condition  of  life.  It  is  the  right  of 
preferment  in  all  things,  assumiug  the  conditions  to  be  equal,  that  is 
vested  in  a  brother,  and  which  cannot  be  vested  in  one  who  does  not 
sustain  that  relationship.  With  the  first  ray  of  Masonic  light  this 
should  be  impressed  upon  the  neophyte.  Indeed,  his  sense  of  the 
fitness  of  things  should  have  taught  him  that  this  is  expected  and 
p^uaranteed  by  the  very  greeting  of  Brother.  The  word  fully  implies 
It,  and  consistency  demands  that  it  be  accorded  its  fullest  sense. 
No  consanguineous  tie  can  bind  more  closely  than  the  sacred  tie  of 
Masonic  brotherhood,  and  in  no  way  can  this  brotherhood  be  more 
doKcly  and  firmly  knit  together  than  by  the  recognition,  in  its  most 
comprehensive  scope,  of  the  right  of  preferment;  it  is  founded  on 
duty,  and  maintained  by  policy.  Community  of  interests  holds  to- 
gether and  welds  the  integrant  parts  into  an  indivisible  whole. 
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Qualified,  however,  as  he  farther  on  remarks,  by  all  other  things 
being  equal. 

There  was  an  excellent  discourse  from  Brother  Zabriskie,  Grand 
Orator,  on  the  rights  and  duties  of  freemen.  bi}t  more  especially  of 
Masons. 

Benjamin  Titus,  Grand  Master. 

George  J.  Roskruge,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Morris  Goldwater  again  made  the  correspondence  report, 
in  which  he  laughs  at  our  use  of  the  word  *'  encystical  *'  as  applied  to 
the  Pope's  letter.  Of  this  we  can  only  say  that  we  neither  read 
nor  see  the  report  after  presenting  it  until  it  is  in  print,  nor  are  we 
responsible  for  the  errors  of  printers,  nor  do  we  write  a  very  good 
hand.  Now  if  any  or  all  of  these  are  not  sufficient  apologies,  why- 
then — what  ? 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  1886. 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  Thomas  Trounce  opened  in  Ample  Form  the 
Fifteenth  Annual  GomiLUDicatioo  of  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the  19th 
day  of  June  1886,  with  representatives  from  all  the  chartered  Lodges 
(6)  present.  The  condition  of  the  order  appears  from  the  several 
reports  to  be  good.     And  of  it  the  Grand  Master  says: 

Happily,  since  our  lust  Annual  Communication,  the  fraternity,  in 
this  jurisdiction,  has  enjoyed  perfect  immunity  from  afflictive  dis- 
pensations, and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  condition 
of  the  craft  is  now  apparently  more  prosperonn  ihan  it  has  ever  be- 
fore been,  as  a  steady  increase  in  new  members,  composed  of  good 
material,  are  evidence  of  permanent  prosperity,  and  conservative,  we 
may  hope  for  a  brighter  future  in  our  Masonic  life. 

During  the  recess  the  Grand  Master  issued  his  dispensation  for 
the  establishment  of  an  additional  Lodge,  but  we  do  not  find  that 
this  was  chartered,  though  the  report  of  its  work  shows  prosperity. 

The  finances  are  in  a  very  fine  condition. 

It  having  been  shown  that  a  Lodge  had  lost  all  of  its  regalia  through 
a  fire,  the  Grand  Lodge  appropriated  $100  for  the  relief  of  the  Lodge. 

The  Resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  relating  to  a  Ma- 
sonic International  Code  and  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Yen  Cruz,  of  Porto  Rico,  and  also  the  Edict  of  the  Grand  Master  of 
Quebec,  in  reference  to  certain  Lodges  in  that  jurisdiction  under 
foreign  charters,  were  all  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence. 

Brother  Wm.  Dalby  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  E.  C.  Neufelder  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 
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CALIFORNIA,  1885. 

The  Thirty-Sixth  AnDual  GommunicatioD  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  Octbher  13,  1885,  with  G.  M.  Jonathan  Doan  Hines  in  the 
East.  Masonary  increaRes  in  niimhers  within  this  jurisdiction,  and 
the  Grand  Master  says  it  was  never  more  prosperous  Our  Brethren 
of  California  are  prominent  as  doers  of  good.  By  their  fruits  shall 
ye  know  them  is  an  excellent  rule  hy  which  to  judgA  of  those  who 
claim  to  be  engaged  in  any  work.  If,  then,  by  these  we  are  to  try  our 
brethren  of  the  Golden  State  truly  will  we  admire  them.  It  is  this 
unostentatious  display  of  good  works  that  so  recommends  the  insti- 
tution to  others.  From  the  reports  of  five  of  their  ''Boards  of 
Relief"  we  learn  that  in  helping  the  needy,  sick  and  distressed,  not 
of  their  lodges  or  neighborhood,  there  was  expended  during  the  year 
not  less  a  sum  than  $14,408.  What  other  Grand  Jurisdiction,  except 
perhaps  New  York,  can  make  such  a  Hhowiug?  Are  we  to  be  as- 
tonished then  that  these  good  works  should  produce  good  results? 

The  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  strictly  local  in  char- 
acter, and  promptly  attended  to. 

Brother  Wiley  J.  Tinnin  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Alox.  G.  Abel  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  James  Wright  Anderson  made  the  report  on  Correspon- 
dence. He  applauds  our  Grand  Master  Bankhead  for  his  refusal  to 
grant  dispensations  to  confer  degrees  out  of  time.  This  has  been  so 
uniformly  the  ruling  for  the  last  few  years  in  this  jurisdiction  that 
we  opine  a  Grand  Master  would  feel  that  the  reasons  must  be  ex- 
ceedingly strong  ere  he  would  alter  it. 

'  On  our  attempt  to  inaugurate  a  Home  and  College  he  advises  "go 
slow,"  as  a  common  aphorism  in  California,  and  we  submit  it  to  our 
brethren  in  Alabama 

He  concurs  in  our  view  as  to  what  constitutes  a  dimit — the  vote  of 
the  Lodge  or  the  certificate  of  that  vote. 

We  would  like  to  follow  the  Brother  through  some  other  jurisdic- 
tions, but  we  have  concluded  to  extract  entire  what  he  has  said  of 
Mexico  and  symbolic  masonry  there.  He  has  evidently  had  access 
to  papers  which  have  not  been  furnished  to  this  committee,  and  we 
avail  ourself  of  his  knowledge  and  industry  to  give  you,  my  brethren, 
a  complete  view  of  masonry  in  that  country. 

We  must  shortly  be  deeply  interested  in  it.  Our  commercial  and 
social  relations  arc  fast  making  that  a  close  neighbor  to  ourself. 
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MEXICO. 

Masonry  in  onr  sister  Repnblic  is  gradnally  bnt  snrely  emerging 
from  the  obscnrity  into  whicn  it  had  been  forced  by  the  intolerance 
of  .  a  bigotod-  priesthood,  and  the  Symbolic  Lodges  having  been 
emancipated  from  the  thraldom  in  which  they  were  held  by  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  Scottish  Bite,  under  which  they  were  sub- 
jected to  a  system  of  taxation  without  representation,  are  banning 
to  show  unmistakable  evidence  of  progress  and  prosperity.  That  our 
brethren  of  California  may  better  understand  the  present  condition 
r>f  Masonry  in  Mexico,  we  compile  fiom  the  data  before  us  a  brief 
history  of  the  Fraternity  in  that  Republic,  so  far  as  the  symbolie 
degrees  are  concerned,  from  the  year  1882  down  to  the  present  time. 
The  earlier  history  of  Symbolic  Masonry  therein  may  be  disposed  of 
by  saying  that,  previous  to  1882,  it  was  exclusively  under  the  juris- 
diction of  a  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish 
Rite,  and  practised  the  ritual  prescribed  by  that  Body. 

Early  in  lb82,  three  Symbolic  Lodges  obtained  charters  from  the 
United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  were  es- 
tablished in  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz.  The  Supreme  Council  of  Mexico 
protested  against  that  which  it  deemed  to  be  an  invasion  of  its  juris- 
diction, but  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  Cuba  claimed  that,  as  no 
Symbolic  Grand  Lodge  then  existed  in  the  Bepublic  of  Mexico,  the 
territory  was  practically  unoccupied,  and  that,  by  the  general  usa^^e 
of  the  Craft,  it  had  the  right  to  establish  Lodg^^s  under  its  jurisdic- 
tion therein.  It  is  true  that  at  this  time  certain  so-callea  Grand 
Lodges  existed  in  several  States  of  the  Bepublic,  but  these  received 
their  authority  from  the  Supreme  Council  and  were  directly  respon- 
sible to  that  Body  for  their  acts.  In  order  to  establish  this  fact  it  is 
only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Supreme  Council, 
which,  in  Article  612,  says  :  "The  Grand  Lodges  are  bodies  dele- 
gated from  the  Supreme  Council  to  the  subordinate  Lodges  of  each 
State,  and  are  directly  dependent  upon  it ;"  in  Article  616,  **Grand 
Lodges  will  receive  their  charters  from  the  Supreme  Council  gratis  ;** 
and  in  Article  623,  * 'Grand  Lodges  which  do  not  comply  witli  their 
duties,  etc.,  or  which  do  not  pay  the  respect  and  obedience  due  by 
them  to  the  Supreme  Council,  will  be  suspended  and  their  charters 
forfeited." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that,  at  that  time,  there  were  no  Free  Symbolic 
Grand  Lodges  in  Mexico,  bnt  that  all  the  so-called  Grand  Lodges 
held  their  tenure  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  .he  Supreme  Council. 
In  the  month  of  January,  1883,  the  three  Lodges  instituted  by  the 
United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the  Island  of  Cuba  met  in  conven- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  organizing  an  Independent  Grand  Symbolie 
Lodge,  (Xa  Gran  Ixxjia  Simbolica  Independiente  Mexicnna),  whose  juris- 
diction should  extend  over  all  free  Symbolic  Lodges  in  the  territory  of 
the  Meiican  Bepublic.  By  this  movement  we  do  not  understand 
that  the  new  Grand  Lodge  proposed  to  interfere  with  those  Lodges 
holding  allegiance  to  the  Supreme  Council,  but  only  to  regulate  and 
govern  such  Lodges  as  might  be  chartered  by  itself,  and  to  prevent 
foreign  jurisdictions  from  occupying  its  territory.  The  Supreme 
Council  appears  also  to  have  taken  this  view  of  the  case,  for  in  its 
Official  Journal  of  1883  appears  a  manifesto  to  the  effect  that  if  those 
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three  ''free'*  Lodges  solemnly  promised  not  to  practice  ths  system  of 
the  Scottish  Rite,  the  Supreme  Council  would  withdraw  its  protest 
and  charge  of  invasion,  and  allow  those  Lodges  to  pursue  the  even 
tenor  of  their  way  as  bodies  with  which  it  had  nothing  to  do.  Ac- 
cordingly the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  Cuba,  on  behalf  of 
its  subordinates,  made  a  solemn  declaration  that  those  bodies  did 
not  practice  the  Scottish  Bite,  whereupon  the  protest  of  the  Supreme 
Council  was  withdrawn,  as  appears  in  the  semi-annual  report  of  that 
body  in  January,  1883. 

Independent  Symbolic  Mexican  Gband  Lodge.— On  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  January,  1883,  a  Body  thus  entitled  was  organized  at 
Vera  Cruz  It  then  claimed  jurisdiction  over  the  **free"  Symbolic 
Lodges  existing,  or  that  might  thereafter  be  established,  in  Mexican 
territory.  That  it  had  the  right  to  do  this  may  perhaps  be  question- 
able ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been  the  first  and  only  Symbolic  Grand 
Lodge  in  the  country,  and  it  ia  said,  in  its  publications,  to  have  been 
formally  recognized  by  the  "Grand  Lod^e  of  Scotland,  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  Peru,  Spain,  Greece,  Koumania,  Alabama,  the  Scottish 
Grand  Lodge  of  France,  and  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and 
the  Island  of  Cuba,"  which  latter  Grand  Body,  being  its  progenitor, 
cordially  recommended  it  to  the  recognition  and  fraternal  courtesies 
of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  world.  With  the  establishment  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  it  is  evident  that  the  Supreme  Council  saw  the  Mene 
Mene  Tekd  llpharsin  of  its  power  over  the  symbolic  degrees,  as,  three 
months  thereafter,  that  Council  issued  a  "balustre"  renouncing  juris- 
diction over  those  degrees,  aud  providing  for  a  Central  Grand  Lodge 
to  be  established  in  the  city  of  Mexico  and  to  hold  supreme  authority 
over  all  the  Symbolic  Lodges  in  the  Mexican  Republic.  This  an- 
nouncement called  forth  such  bitter  opposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Lodges  that  the  decree  was  revoked,  and  the  sovereignty  was,  by 
anotner  decree,  absolutely  and  unconditionally  vested  in  the  Sym- 
bolic Grand  Lodges  then  existing  in  various  States  of  Mexico,  or 
those  that  might  thereafter  be  organized.  As  there  was  really  no 
legal  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Symbolic  degrees  existing  at  that  time,  un- 
less the  one  above  mentioned  shall  be  so  considered,  it  would  seem 
that  the  claim  of  national  jurisdiction  put  forth  by  it  might  have  had 
some  foundation. 

It  was  not  until  June,  1883,  that  the  so-called  ''Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  Vera  Cruz"  was  formed,  being  some  six  months  after 
the  organization  of  the  "  Independent  Symbolic  Mexican  Grand 
Lodge,"  and  despite  its  declaration  of  sovereignty.  This  "  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz"  claims  to  have  been  orgranized  in 
1869,  under  the  auspicies  of  the  Supreme  Council,  and  to  have  lost 
none  of  its  powers  or  authority  by  reason  of  the  action  of  the  Su- 
preme Council  in  surrendering  jurisdiction  over  the  symbolic  degrees. 
There  might  be  some  force  in  this  argument  if  this  Grand  Lodge  had 
been  organized  as  an  independent  Grand  Body,  having  full  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  symbolic  Lodges  within  its  territory.  But  that  was  not 
the  fact.  It  then  owed  allegiance  to  the  Supreme  Council,  and,  with- 
out its  consent,  could  t^ke  no  action  independently.  Such  so-called 
Grand  Lodges  were  simply  committees  of  the  Supreme  Council,  ap- 
pointed to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the  symbolic  Lodges;  and  they 
were  directly  responsible  to  that  Body'  for  all  their  acts.    The  Indo- 
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pendoDt  Symbolic  Mexican  Grand  Lodge  is  an  entirely  different  Body. 
Organized  under  the  American  system  of  Masonry — practicing  the 
York  Rile— conferring  only  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fel- 
low Craft  and  Master  Mason — formed  by  Lodges  deriving  their  au- 
thority from  a  Grand  Lodge  which  we  recognize  as  legitimate— itfid 
recognized  by  several  Grand  Lodges  with  which  we  hold  fraternal 
communication— it  has  mnch  reason  for  commending  itself  to  as  as 
a  proper  Body  for  recognition,  if  either  of  the  two  Vera  Cruz  Grand 
Lodges  were  to  be  recognized. 

By  volunteering  this  opinion  we  do  not  desire  to  create  any  preju- 
dice, our  object  being  only  to  give  a  fair  and  impartial  exhibit  of  the 
situation,  for  the  consideration  of  those  whose  province  it  is  to  de- 
cide upon  the  legality  or  legitimacy  of  either  Body.  The  Indepen- 
dent Symbolic  Mexican  Grand  Lodge  solemnly  declares  that — 

This  Grand  Lodge,  by  preserving,  since  its  organization,  the  gen- 
eral jurisdiction  over  all  the  Republic,  has  not  done  so  in  order  to 
constitute  itself  the  sole  governing  Masonic  power  in  Mexico,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  to  be  better  able  to  defend  the  American  doctrine  of 
a  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  for  each  State— not  consenting  that  any 
irregular  Grand  Symbolic  Lodge  should  be  organized  in  an}'  State, 
nor  permitting  either  that  any  should  falsify  its  sovereignty  by  means 
of  centralizing  its  power.  Accordingly  this  Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico 
has  been,  since  January  28th,  1883,  the  one  which  has  preserved 
under  its  jurisdiction  all  the  States  of  the  Mexican  RepubUc,  thus 
providiner,  in  due  time,  for  the  establishment  in  every  State  of  a 
Sovereign  and  Independent  Grand  Lodge;  in  which  case  it  cedes  the 
necessary  territory,  as  has  been  done  successively  in  the  Federal 
District,  Tlaxicala,  and  Guanajuato.  Thus,  if  any  symbolic  Lodge 
or  Grand  Lodge  were  to  install  itself  to-day  in  any  of  the  States  of 
the  Republic,  without  obtaining  from  this  Grand  Lodge  the  cession 
of  the  necessary  territory,  etc.,  it  would  be  declared  irregular  and 
would  appear  as  an  invader  of  recognized  jurisdiction. 

This  declaration  is  published  by  the  authority  of  the  above  entitled 
Grand  Lodge,  **  by  virtue  of  its  being  the  most  ancient  in  Free  Sym- 
bolism in  the  country,  and  the  one  that  has  planted  here  the  Ameri- 
can Masonic  Organism,  which  is  the  most  perfectly  ordered,  since  it 
permits  the  creation  of  a  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  for  each  State  as 
an  Independent  Power."     The  declaration  ends  as  follows  : 

Thus  this  Grand  Lodge  enjoys  the  honor  of  making  known  to  yon 
the  real  state  of  Symbolic  Masonry  in  Mexico,  hoping — from  your 
recognized  justice,  as  well  as  from  the  regular  conditions  of  its  or- 
ganization since  the  28th  day  of  January,  1883,  when  a  Sovereign 
Grand  Lodge  did  not  exist  in  Mexico,  and  as  bein^  the  Masonic 
Power  that  has  established  in  this  Republic  the  Amencan  system  of 
a  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  in  each  State, — to  be  found  worthy  of  your 
consideration,  and,  for  its  better  help  and  the  benefit  of  the  doc- 
trines it  professes,  that  you  will  favor  it  with  your  recognition  and 
friendship,  as  due  between  Masonic  Bodies  that  work  to  the  same 
regular  end. 

The  proceedings  of  this  Body  for  1883-4,  are  contained  in  a  neat 
pamphlet  of  132  pages,  giving  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  tiie 
Convention  which  completed  its  formation,  and  a  list  of  its  Grand 
Officers,  committees,  etc.    At  the  organization  the  M.  W.  Brother 
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Joan  B.  Beyes  wag  elected  Grand  Master,  and  the  R.  W.  Bro.  Jose 
J.  MnDOz,  Grand  Secretary.  Pending  the  preparation  and  adoption 
of  a  ConKtitutipn,  that  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  the 
Island  of  Caba  was  accepted  for  the  present  government  of  the  new 
Grand  Body.  For  its  title  the  following  was  adopted  :  '*La  Gran 
Logia  Simbolioa  Independiente  Mexicana,"  and  for  its  motto  :  **De8- 
trum  et  jSdificabo."  The  Grand  Master  delivered  an  address  in  which 
many  things  were  said  which  we  wo  aid  be  glad  to  quote,  did  our 
space  permit.  The  ''first"  Annual  Communication  was  commenced 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  March.  1884,  with  the  Grand  Master  and 
Grand  Secretary  as  before  ;  and  continued,  with  sundry  adjourn- 
ments, until  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  May,  during  which  both 
those  officers  were  re-elected.  .The  Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  ex- 
presses his  regret  that  the  States  of  Oaxaca,  Jalisco,  and  others  had 
not  followed  the  example  of  the  Federal  District  and  Tlaxcala  in 
forming  Independent  Grand  Lodges,  but  still  maintained  their  con- 
nection with  the  Supreme  Council.  He  trusts,  however,  that  they 
will  speedily  see  the  good  policy  of  being  free  and  independent. 
All  the  reports  at  this  Communication  give  evidence  of  zeal  and  a 
determination  to  make  Symbolic  Masonry  free  and  independent 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Mexico.  THat  success  may 
attend  their  efforts  we  most  sincerely  hope. 

Gband  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Yeba  Cbuz. — The  Body  thus  en- 
titled also  asks  for  recognition  and  an  exchange  of  Representatives. 
We  have  received  therefrom  the  following  documents,  viz  :  A  his- 
tory of  its  organization,  a  list  of  its  Grand  Officers,  the  two  **  balus- 
ters*' of  the  Supreme  Council  surrendering  jurisdiction  over  the 
Svmbolic  degrees,  a  brief  history  of  Masonry  in  Mexico,  and  a  pam- 
phlet«entitled  a  'Project  of  Union  between  the  Bodies  entitled  'The 
Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  State  of  Vera 
Cruz'  and  'The  Independent  Symbolic  Mexican  Grand  Lodge,'  at  Vera 
Cruz."  The  pamphlet  named  contains  thirty-four  pages  of  apparentiy 
unsatisfactory  correspondence  between  the  two  Bodies,  and  the 
"Project,"  which,  had  it  been  carried  into  effect,  might  have  resulted 
in  a  harmonious  system  of  Symbolic  Masonry  in  Mexico,  failed  in 
consequence  of  what  appears  to  have  been  somewhat  trivial  grounds, 
the  adoption  of  a  title  by  which  the  new  Grand  Lodge  should  be  de- 
signated, and  the  time  at  which  the  new  order  of  things  proposed 
should  go  into  operation.  No  further  proceedings  of  this  Body  have 
reached  us. 

Gband  Lodoe  of  the  Federal  Disteict.  —From  the  Grand  Lodge 
thus  entitled  we  have  received  the  various  papers,  proceedings,  and 
official  periodicals  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of 
our  jurisdiction,  which  appear  to  comprise  a  very  complete  and  sat- 
isfactory history  of  that  Body  from  its  organization  to  a  recent  date. 
It  was  partially  organized  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  1883,  fourteen 
subordinate  Lodges  bein^  represented  in  the  Convention.  The  M. 
W.  Brother  Carlos  K.  Ruiz  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  the  R.  W. 
Brother  Jose  R.  Cuenca  was  elected  Grand  Secretary.  During  the 
session  certain  Masons,  who  had  been  declared  to  be  suspended  from 
Masonic  rights,  gained  admission  to  the  Convention  and  caused  so 
much  disturbance  that  the  President  declared  the  body  adjourned 
until  the  23d  inst. ;  at  which  time  it  again  assembled  and  peaceably 
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completed  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lod^i^e  by  the  instaUation 
of  the  Grand  Officers,  elect  and  appointed;  after  which  the  Grand 
Master  made  the  following  proclamation : — 

In  the  name  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masonry  and  by  virtae  of  the 
power  conferred  on  me  by  the  Freemasons  residing  in  this  District,  I 
hereby  proclaim  that,  on  this  twenty-third  day  of  June,  1883,  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  the  Federal  District, 
United  States  of  Mexico,  the  only  legal  power  therein  for  the  govern- 
ment of  Symbolic  Masonry,  Free,  bovereign,  and  Independent,  has 
been  legally  organized  and  its  officers  regmarly  installed. 

The  proclamation  was  received  with  prolonged  applanse,  and,  the 
hoar  being  late,  labor  was  suspended  nntil  the  twenty-fifth  instant 
All  the  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  conducted  in  strict  conform- 
ity with  Masonic  nsage,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  disturbance 
before  alluded  to,  with  perfect  unanimity  and  concord. 

At  the  session  held  June  25th,  Brother  Jose  R.  Cuenca  resigned 
the  office  of  Grand  Secretary,  and  Brother  Manuel  N.  Caiena  was 
elected  to  the  vacant  position.  Pending  tne  adoption  of  a  Constitu- 
tion, that  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  '*  in  all  that  is  consistent  with  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Symbolic  degrees,"  was  adopted  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Grand  Lodge.  It  was  ordered  that  new  charters  be 
issued  to  the  subordinate  Lodges,  and  that  they  be  allowed  to  retain 
the  old  ones  in  their  archives  as  part  of  their  history. 

It  was  also  ordered  that  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  be  pub- 
lished in  the  periodical  already  established,  (La  Oran  Login)  that 
said  periodical  be  declared  the  official  organ  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  that  all  resolutions  and  edicts  so  published  should  take  effect 
and  be  obligatory  from  the  date  of  such  publication.  Petitions  from 
six  subordinate  Lodges  in  the  States  of  Mexico  and  Hidnlg*  were 
received,  asking  to  become  constituents  of  this  Grand  Lodge;  and, 
as  no  Grand  Lodge  existed  in  those  States,  their  request  was  granted. 
The  present  Grand  Master  is  the  M.  W.  Jose  de  la  Paz  Alvarez,  and 
the  V.  W.  Francisco  P.  Montes  de  Oca  is  Grand  Secretary. 

From  the  official  organ,  **  La  Gran  Logia,"  we  learn  that  Grand 
Lodges  have  been  established  in  the  following  States  on  the  Amer- 
ican plan:— Vera  Cruz,  Tlaxcala,  Morelos,  Puebla,  and  Campeche. 
In  several  other  States  efforts  are  being  made  to  form  such  Grand 
Lodges  with  good  prospects  of  success,  and  the  renunciation  of  juris- 
diction by  the  Supreme  Council  over  the  Symbolic  Degrees  appears 
to  have  given  an  impulse  to  legitimate  Masonry  from  which  we  antic- 
ipate the  most  satisfactory  results. 

COLORADO,  1886. 

There  was  held  on  15th  September,  1885,  the  Twenty-Fifth  Annual 
Grand  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  with  Brother  J.  liL 
Peabody,  Grand  Master,  in  the  East.  The  Grand  Master  congratu- 
lated the  Grand  Lodge  on  the  generally  improved  condition  of  the 
craft,  the  more  particularly  in  ''an  increasing  interest  in  the  work 
and  lectures,  in  attendance  upon  Lodge  meetings  and  a  more  strict 
inquiry  into  the  qualifications  of  applicants. "  He  granted  two  dispen- 
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saiions  for  coDferriDg  degrees  oat  of  time,  but  deoliDed  to  grant  dis- 
pensations to  eight  different  Lodges  to  hold  public  installations  of 
officers.     His  reasons  are  as  follows: 

I  believe  that  one  of  the  most  commendable  features  of  Free  Ma- 
sonry, is  its  absence  of  ostentation.  I  fear  that  the  object  of  these 
pnblic  ceremonials  is  for  mere  show  and  display,  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profane,  and  should  be  classed  as  innovations.  A  Ma- 
sonic Lodge  cannot  be  regularly  convened  as  a  Lodge  where  the 
world  at  large  aro  invited  to  seats,  and  is  in  direct  and  positive  an- 
tagonism of  sound  conservative  teachings,  and  opens  the  door  to 
other  dangerous  novelties.  In  departing  in  this  particular  from  the 
custom  of  my  predecessors,  I  have  done  so  with  an  earnest  desire,  * 
and  sole  purpose,  to  protect  our  fraternity  from  any  influence  which 
might  impair  its  true  character,  or  weaken  its  hold  on  the  commen- 
dation of  the  wise,  the  sensible  and  the  good  among  the  fraternity, 
and  retain  the  admiration  of  all  thoughtful  men. 

These  have  been  our  sentiments  to  the  disgust  of  some  of  our 
brethren. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  and  the  Grand  Lodge  differed 
from  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Master  in  some  particulars,  notably  in 
that  they  think  the  P.  M.  Degree  should  be  conferred  upon  the 
Master  elect  at  the  time  of  his  installation  to  quality  him  to  preside, 
and  the  Grand  Master  having  in  his  7  rulings  declared  that  "  Negro 
Masons  are  not  entitled  to  any  Masonic  recognition  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion;" that  *'Its  language  is  objectionable.  Negroes,  if  free  born, 
are  entitled  to  Masonic  recognition  if  made  in  regular  lodges.  So- 
called  *  colored  lodges '  are  held  as  irregular,  and  therefore  persons 
belongiug  to  them  are  not  recognizable  as  Masons." 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  r^orted  adversely  to  the 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  because  '*  it 
was  organized  in  direct  antagonism  to  what  is  known  as  the  '  Amer- 
ican Doclrine,'"  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Territory  must  be  unoccupied  by  a  Grand  Lodge. 

2.  There  must  be  at  least  three  active  Chartered  Lodges  in  said 
Territory. 

3.  A  majority  of  all  the  Lodges  in  said  Territory,  consisting  of 
not  less  than  three,  must  unite  in  the  formation  of  the  new  Grand 
Lodge. 

These  essential  requisites  were  not  complied  with  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  South  Wales. 

There  is  a  very  considerable  increase  in  membership. 

Brother  Geo.  Wyman  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Ed. 
C.  Parmelee  Grand  Secretary. 
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Brother  Lawrence  Greenleaf  made  the  report  on  Oorrespoodenee, 
including  in  it  Alabama  for  1884.  He  gives  a  very  concise,  yet  clear, 
account  of  the  proceedings  in  other  jurisdictions. 

CONNECTICUT,  1886. 

The  Ninety-Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  January  25,  1886,  with  Grand  Master  Dwight 
Waugh  in  the  East.  The  Grand  Master  alluded  to  the  origin  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  near  a  century  ago  and  urged  upon  the  Brethren  to 
continue  in  the  good  work  **  recognizing  the  loving  hand  of  that 
Divine  Providence  who  has  brought  us  over  all  these  intervening 
years."  The  address  is  of  local  interest,  but  in  this  old  jurisdiction 
where  the  customs  and  usages  of  Masonry  are  well  understood  and 
carefully  preserved,  we  find  no  doubt  as  to  the  powers  and  prerog- 
atives of  the  Grand  Master,  for  we  find  him  granting  Dispensations 
on  various  subjects,  such  as  to  ballot  on  candidates  without  the 
usual  delay,  to  suspend  regular  communications,  to  confer  more 
than  one  degree  upon  a  candidate  at  the  same  meeting,  &o. 

There  was  a  very  liberal  amount  contributed  by  the  several  Lodges 
to  Galveston  after  its  disastrous  fire,  a  part  of  which  was  not  needed 
and  which  the  Grand  Secretary  recommended  be  held  for  use  on  any 
like  occasion  in  future.     This  was  so  ordered. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was  recognized. 

Brother  Henry  H.  Green  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Joseph  E.  Wheeler  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wheeler  made  the  report  on  Correspondence  in  which 
Alabama  for  1884  is  kindly  noticed.  From  it  we  quote  what  he  has 
to  say  about  resignations  and  dimits  of  installed  officers,  only 
remarking  that  the  same  pertains  to  Alabama,  though  there  be  no 
enactment  to  that  effect. 

We  also  provide,  that  no  installed  officer  can  resign  or  dimit.  ffis 
election  is   for  one  year ;  his  installation   covenants  hold  for  that 

Eeriod,  and  nothing  but  the  grim  messenger  can  release  him  from 
is  agreement,  unless,  perhaps,  he  might  have  charges  preferred  and 
be  thrust  out  among  the  rubbish. 

We  cannot  resist  the  temptation  (bad  as  it  may  be  to  yield  to  temp- 
tation) of  extracting  one  paragraph  from  his  review  of  Georgia.  It 
afforded  us  a  good  laugh  for  its  ''reductio  ad  absurdam,*'  and  may 
some  of  our  Brethren.     So  here  it  is  : 
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This  is  the  handiwork  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Brother  J.  Emmett 
Blaokshear,  and,  thongh  somewhat  brief,  is  not  without  merit.  He 
opposes  a  strict  adherence  to  that  rigid  construction  of  the  physical 
qualification  clause  of  the  old  regulations,  and  in  his  review  of  Cali- 
fornia, notices  a  decision  that  prohibits  a  candidate  who  is  ruptured, 
from  receiving  the  degrees.  He  asks  the  pertinent  question,  whether 
one  who  had  lost  his  teeth  would  be  deemed  eligible,  and  insists  that 
in  such  a  condition,  one  would  be  just  as  far  from  being  **  hale  and 
sound,'*  as  in  the  case  of  one  who  was  ruptured,  and  that  both  de- 
fects could  be  remedied  by  artificial  means.  His  conclusions  are 
worthy  of  consideration,  for  he  writes  M.  D.  after  his  name,  and  con- 
sequently ought  to  be  able  to  judge  correctly  ;  but  evidently  he  over- 
looked one  fact :  that  while  the  ruptured  mason  might  find  some 
labor  about  the  temple  that  he  could  perform,  yet  it  refreshment, 
the  toothless  one  would  be  completely  hors  du  comhaL  The  idea  of 
calling  a  lot  of  toothless  masons  from  labor  to  refreshment,  is  ridicu- 
lous. They  are  unable  to  comply  with  all  the  ceremonies.  They 
ought  therefore  to  be  excluded. 

DAKOTA,  1886 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Dakota  met  in  Twelfth  Annual  Communica- 
tion on  8th  June,  1886,  M.  W.  Brother  William  Blatt  presiding.  The 
Grand  Master,  in  his  address,  alluded  to  the  unfortunate  difference 
existing  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of  England  and  Quebec,  and  to 
the  non-intercourse  edict  of  Quebec  as  being  justifiable,  and  inti- 
mating that  perhaps  the  same  should  be  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Dakota,  as  has  been  done  by  some  other  of  the  American  Grand 
Lodges,  but  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  thought  otherwise, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  agreed  with  them. 

After  giving  the  average  membership  in  the  several  Lodges  he 
says  : 

I  very  much  doubt  if  this  average  has  materially  changed  during 
the  year,  &nd  believe  it  to  be  too  low  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Craft 
and  its  influence  for  good.  Fewer  lodges  and  stronger  ones  would, 
in  my  judgment,  be  conducive  to  the  achievement  of  those  results 
for  which  the  institution  exists.  I  recommend  a  change  in  our  by- 
laws, raising  the  requisite  number  of  petitioners  from  seven  to  fif- 
teen, and  a  total  abolition  of  the  regulaion  relative  to  distance  from 
a  proposed  to  an  established  lodge.  Population  and  not  area  should 
govern,  and  coupled  with  it  a  more  conservative  policy  in  granting 
dispensations. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  these  views  so  forcibly  presented,  we  find  that 
he  granted  dispensations  for  ten  new  Lodges.  Oh  !  consistency, 
indeed  thoa  art  a  jewel  of  high  price  ! 

The  committee  on  Correspondence  declined  to  recognize  the  Grand 
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Lodge  of  Mexico,  also  that  of  Victoria,  bat  heartily  welcomed  that 
of  Aastrialia  to  the  family  of  Orand  Lodges. 

Brother  William  Blatt,  re-elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Charles  T.  McCoy,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  other  report  od  correspondence  than  is  alluded  to  in 
the  foregoing. 

DELAWARE,  1885. 

The  beventy-ninth  Annaal  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  wiis  held  on  the  7th  October,  1885,  M.  W.  Brother  Thomas 
Davidson,  being  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

We  like  the  following  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  as  we 
believe  no  good  can  resolt  from  forced  membership  : 

I  wonld  recommend  the  striking  oat  of  Article  X,  Section  24,  the 
following  words:  '*  And  not  then  except  for  the  pnrpose  of  joining 
another  lodge."  A  brother  having  volnntarily  become  a  member  of  a 
lodge  has  the  right  to  sever  his  connection  at  will,  provided  he  complies 
with  the  by-laws  of  said  lodge.  And  while  it  is  to  be  deplored  that 
there  are  so  many  dimitted  Masons,  who  have  not  aud  do  not  intend 
to  c-onnect  themselves  with  any  lodge,  I  know  c¥  no  law,  sanctioned 
by  reason  or  ancient  nsage,  that  can  compel  tbem.  If  a  brother  de- 
sires to  withdraw,  let  him  go.  We  have  a  panishment  prescribed  in 
Article  X,  Section  27.  Let  ns  enforce  that  if  be  still  persists  in  re- 
maining anaf&liated. 

The  resolation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Loaisiana,  termed  "Inter- 
national Regulations,*'  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Corres- 
pondence, who  recommend  "  that  they  be  received,"  and  "  placed  on 
file." 

An  amendment  to  a  section  of  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws,  with  the 
following  amendment  thereto,  was  adopted  :  "  but  if  a  mason  in 
this  jurisdiction  remain  for  one  year  unaffiliated,  or  without  making 
application  for  affiliation,  he  may  be  expelled  for  unmasonio  conduct, 
after  charges  preferred,  and  due  trial."  This  is  a  new  dodge  at 
forced  membership. 

At  the  election  Thomas  Davidson  was  elected  Grand  Master  ;  and 
William  S.  Hayes,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  James  S  Dobb  presented  the  report  on  Correspondeooe 
reviewing  Alabama  for  1884.  The  proceedings  reviewed  receive 
fraternal  notice. 
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FLORIDA,  1886. 

The  Fifty-Seventh  Anniial  Gommimication  of  the  Qrand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  19th  January,  1886,  with  Robert  J.  Perry, 
Grand  Master,  in  the  East. 

During  the  year  Dispensations  for  nine  new  Lodges  were  issued, 
and  at  tho  Communication  charters  were  granted  to  them  all,  they 
having  displayed  their  ability  to  teach  the  truths  of  masonry  accept- 
ably. This  looks  like  a  rapid  revival  of  the  Order  within  this  juris- 
diction. 

There  appears  to  be  an  exceedingly  conservative  spirit  displayed 
by  this  Grand  Lodge  in  its  action  in  relation  to  all  questions  that 
were  before  it.  The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  appear  to  us  to 
be  sound  masonic  law. 

The  matters  treated  were  of  local  interest  only.  There  is  no  re. 
port  on  Correspondence. 

Brother  G.  S.  Hallmark  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  re-elected  Grand  Secretary. 

GEORGIA.  1885. 

The  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  held  on  27th 
October,  1885,  with  Grand  Master  John  S.  Davidson  on  the  throne. 
Of  the  condition  of  the  craft  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

It  is  a  source  of  congratulation  that  it  is  possible  to  represent  con- 
tinued and  increased  prosperity  among  the  Subordinate  Lodges  of 
the  State.  The  year  has  witnessed,  in  many  places,  large  accessions 
to  the  membership  ;  and  the  well  being  of  the  Order  has  been  mani- 
fested in  many  substantial  ways,  and  with  here  and  there  an  excep- 
tion, due  to  the  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  brethren  in  the  selection 
of  officers,  the  Lodges  have  been  well  governed,  and  peace  and  har- 
mony have  prevailed. 

It  is  pleasant  to  note  that  the  suggestion  made  in  the  last  Report 
in  reference  to  the  social  reunions  which  should  be  joined  with  the 
labors  of  the  craftsmen,  has  been  more  generally  observed,  and  as  a 
result,  many  have  been  induced  to  renew  their  allegiance  to  the  insti- 
tution, and  have  taken  their  places  in  the  midst  of  that  band  of  faith- 
ful laborers  for  the  welfare  of  mankind  who  represent  the  House- 
hold of  the  Faithful. 

There  is  in  these  proceedings  a  very  notable  instance  of  prompt 
punishment  for  a  gross  masonic  offense,  which  is  a  valuable  example 
to  Subordinates,  and  Lodges  every  where.  A  Brother  W.  M.  was  re- 
ported to  the  Grand  Lodge  as  having  been  drunk  the  evening  before; 
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wben  a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  charege.  This 
committee  socm  reported  that  it  fonnd  the  brother  as  haying  been 
beastly  drunk  the  night  before  and  recommended  expolsion.  Upon 
arraignment  he  confessed  his  guilt,  and  was  expelled  by  a  unani- 
mous vote.  All  this  was  done  early  in  the  morning  session  following 
the  offense. 

A  resolution  reqiring  the  appointment  of  a  committee  o^ five  on 
Correspondence  was  made  a  permanent  resolution  of  this  body.  We 
will  hereafter  always  have  such  a  report  to  review.  We  regret  that 
there  is  no  such  report  in  these  proceedings. 

Brother  John  S.  Davidson  was  re-elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  A.  M.  Wolihin  was  elected  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  J.  Emmett  Blockshear  was  made  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Correspondence. 

IDAHO,  1885. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory  convened  in  its  Sixteenth  A.n- 
nual  Communication  on  September  8,  1885,  being  presided  over  by 
Grand  Master  John  A.  Post. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  short  and  pithy,  sometimes 
eloquent.  We  give  two  extracts  from  it.  After  stating  that  the  en- 
tire body  of  masonry  numbers  more  than  15,000,000,  he  says  of  it : 

The  ever-advancing  waves  of  civilization  have  strewn  the  shores  of 
time  with  countless  wrecks  ;  dynasties  have  fallen  and  faded  away ; 
empires,  governments,  and  creeds  have  crumbled  into  dust  ;  whole 
races  have  ceased  to  exist,  by  absorption  and  eradication,  since  the 
hammer  of  Tubal  Gain  rang  out  its  peal ;  but  Masonry  still  lives  and 
still  flourishes.  Every  decade— aye,  every  year — brings  new  proof 
of  its  growiug  favor  wherever  the  light  of  scientific  truth  has  pene- 
trated. Creeds  and  dogmas  based  upon  improved  assumptions  or 
unwarranted  assertion  weaken  and  dissolve  in  the  crucible  of  science, 
or  are  overthrown  by  the  ever-changing  mood  of  human  superstitipn. 
But  Masonr}',  based  upon  the  incontrovertible  truths  of  the  brother- 
hood of  man  and  the  existence  of  the  Supreme  God,  defies  the  as- 
saults of  time  or  science,  it  stands  to-day  as  it  stood  when  the  morn- 
ing stars  sang  together,  the  exponent  of  true  humanity,  the  haven  of 
all  truth-seeking  souls.  Standing  as  we  do,  upon  the  verge  of  the 
Occident,  we  hail  with  unalloyed  joy  the  spread  of  that  light  which 
has  illnminated  the  world  for  over  five  thousand  years.  Let  it  be  onr 
recognized  duty  to  see  that  its  pure  lustre  be  not  dimmed  by  an  omis- 
sion or  commission  of  ours. 

And  on  the  subject  of  the  recognition  of  the  various  foreign  bodies 
claiming  recognition  as  Grand  Lodges  supreme  in  their  jurisdiction, 
he  says  : 

In  regard  to  this  question  of  recognition  of  new  Grand  Lodges,  I 
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think  we  cannot  be  too  carefal.  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  a 
majority  of  all  the  lodges  in  a  territory  shonld  unite  in  the  formation 
of  the  new  Qrand  Lodge  to  entitle  it  to  recognition,  k  Grand  Lodge 
shonld  have  ezdnsive  jurisdiction  in  its  territory.  For  a  majority  to 
claim  this,  is  an  unwarranted  assumption. 

The  financial  condition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  remarkably  good, 
and  the  care  exercised  in  providing  for  the  orphan  and  the  indigent, 
becoming  and  deserving  all  praise. 

Upon  proper  application  from  a  sufficient  number  of  brethren  for  a 
charter  for  a  Lodge,  the  petition  was  granted.  We  presume  this 
without  the  usual  intervention  of  a  time  while  working  under  a  dis- 
pensation. Though  somewhat  unusual  we  see  no  objection  to  nuch  a 
course,  if  the  Grand  Lodge  is  satisfied  that  the  officers  are  fully 
qualified  to  discharge  their  duties.  In  our  jurisdiction  we  have  one 
instance  of  record  where  a  charter  was  granted,  the  Lodge  not  hay- 
ing been  worked  U.  D. 

In  Alabama  our  brethren  are  restive  under  the  constitutionally 
limited  tax  of  fifty  cents  per  capita  towards  a  general  Grand  Lodge 
fund,  yet  we  find  that  in  this  new  and  young  and  thriving  sister 
jurisdiction,  the  brethren  readily  submit  to  a  tax  of  two  dollars  per 
capita,  and  a  further  dollar  for  each  degree  conferred.  Hence,  we 
find  Idaho  has  her  "Kepresentative  fund,''  her  "Interest  Orphan 
fund,'*  and  her  "General  fund,"— each  of  which  is  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition. Should  we  of  Alabama  not  heed  the  Scriptural  admonition  of 
"Go  thou  and  do  likewise." 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  juris- 
diction. 

Brother  George  H.  Davis  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  J.  H.  Wickersham  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  present 
Grand  Master,  at  the  time  it  was  written,  being  B.  W.  Grand  Chap- 
lain.    Alabama  receives  courteous  notice. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  1885. 

Several  Special  Communications  of  this  Grand  Lodge  were  held 
during  the  year,  and  among  them  one  for  the  dedication  of  the  Wash- 
ington Monument  to  the  menory  of  our  illustrious  Brother.  A  full 
description  of  the  ceremonies  and  of  the  banquet  that  followed  is 
given.  From  this  we  learn  that  Washington  was  not  only  distin- 
guished as  a  general  and  statesman,  but  also  as  ao  active  mason,  il- 
lustrating in  his  life  the  lessons  learned  in  the  Lodge. 

The  annual  communication  was  held  on  November  11,  1885,  being 
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presided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Iffaster  Myroa  M.  Parker,  it  being  the 
seven ty-foorih.     Of  Masonry  the  Grand  Master  says  : 

Brethren,  we  are  members  of  an  institution  whose  origin  is  lost  in 
the  twilight  of  antiquity.  The  great  fundamental  principles  that  we 
here  inculcate  and  impress  upon  the  novitiate  have  come  down  to  us 
through  the  ages.  The  lessons  that  we  here  teach  were  taught  bo 
long-ago  that  the  **memory  of  a  man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary.** 

Let  us  not  permit  ourselves  to  doubt,  but  rigidly  adhere  to  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  antiquity  of  Freemasonry. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Mexico,  Vera  Croz,  and  of  Morelos,  were 
recognized. 

We  extract  the  entire  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana, 
touching  on  laternutional  Masonic  Code  for  the  information  of  our 
brethren,  that  they  may  see  how  others  think  of  them. 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  11,  1885. 

To  (he  Grand  Lodge,  F.  A.  A.  if.,  of  the  DUirid  qf  Columbia  : 

The  following  copy  of  resolutionh  adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Louisiana,  and  transmitted  through  the  hands  of  her  Gnoid  Repre- 
sentative, Brother  Albert  Pike,  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  was  referred  by 
the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  for  con- 
sideration and  report  thereon  : 

Tour  committee  have  carefully  considered  the  proposed  'Tegula- 
tions,"  and  find  some  of  the  views  upon  certain  subjects  emb<^ed 
therein  to  be  quite  in  accord  with  those  held  and  promulgated  by  this 
Grand  Lodge.  There  are,  however,  other  questions  involved  upon 
which  diverse  opinions  have  been  entertained  by  Grand  Lodges  and 
recognized  Masonic  authorities  from  the  time  of  the  institution  of  in- 
dependent Grand  Lodges  up  to  the  present  time ;  and  while  your 
committee  can  cordially  commend  the  motive  which  prompted  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  to  undertake  the  work  of  establishing  a 
code  of  international  Grand  Lodge  regulations,  which  motive  they 
believed  to  have  been  a  desire  to  harmonize  conflicting  opinions  as 
to  certain  questions  bearing  upon  the  government  of  the  several 
Grand  Lodges  in  their  relation  to  each  other,  yet,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  the  accomplishment  of  this  design  in  a  manner  that 
would  be  acceptable  to  all,  and  practically  useful  to  the  craft,  is  not 
possible,  unless  the  articles  of  such  a  code  be  so  clear  and  explicit  as 
to  render  it  impossible  that  they  should  be  misunderstood  in  a  case, 
and  so  limited  and  guarded  in  their  provisions  as  to  intrench  in  no 
wise  upon  the  jealously  guarded  rights  and  powers  which  each  Grand 
Lodge  distinctly  claims,  viz  ,  that  of  enacting  and  enforcing  all  laws 
and  regulati  ns  for  the  government  of  the  fraternity,  and  to  alter, 
amend,  and  repeal  the  same  at  pleasure,  '*under  the  sanction  of  the 
ancient  landmarks  and  customs  of  Masonry." 

In  the  regulations  under  consideration  your  committee  find  one  or 
two  which,  in  their  opinion,  are  by  no  means  well  defined  or  explicit 
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in  their  provisions,  And  are,  therefore,  open  to  misconstraotion  if  ap- 
plied to  cases  believed  to  be  ^ritbin  their  scope  ;>  and  some  ate  con* 
trary  to  the  usages  and  cnstomsof  this  jarisdictionand  the  expressed 
opinions  of  this  Qrand  Lodge. 

As  a  whole,  these  proposed  international  regulations  might  be  made 
the  subject  of  conRiderablo  discussion  and  a  very  lengthy  report,  but 
your  committee  believe  such  discussions  to  be  uncalled  for  at  this 
time. 

They  would  recommend  that  action  by  this  Grand  Lodge  upon  the 
regulations  contained  in  the  circular  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louis- 
iana be  deferred,  and  that  your  committee  be  discharged  from  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  same. 

Brother  Thomas  P.  Ghiif  elle  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Wm.  R.  Singleton  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  our 
proceedings  for  1884.  We  are  pleased  to  find  him  agreeing  fully  with 
us  as  to  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  a  Grand  Master,  and  wo 
doubt  not  he  will  heartily  indorse  our  report  on  this  subject  at  Our 
communication  in  1885.  In  commenting  upon  Grand  Mister  Bank- 
head's  position,  that  he  had  refused  several  dispensations  for  con- 
ferring degrees  out  of  time,  because  Section  *J,  Article  VI  of  the  Ck>D- 
stitution  provides  otherwise,  he  very  pertinently  asks,  **  What  did  the 
old  constitutions  mean  when  they  granted  this  prerogative  to  a  Grand 
Master?" 

We  quote  you  what  he  says  of  the  peculiar  and  positive  stahu  of 
one  dropped  from  the  roll  for  non-payment  of  dues,  and  with  this 
we  must  content  ourself,  for  brevity  is  required 

When  we  first  came  to  the  knowledge  of  this  mode  of  procedure 
we  were  puzzled  at  the  anomaly,  and  could  not  give  the  proper 
status.  After  due  consideration  we  have  decided  that  he  is  ana  is 
not  a  member.  Within  twelve  months  he  may,  by  paying  his  in- 
debtedness to  the  time  he  was  dropped,  at  any  time  reinstate  him- 
self ;  consequently,  all  of  his  rights  of  membership  are  in  abeyance. 
Immediately  upon  the  expiration  of  that  period  (as  it  were,  of  pro- 
bation) he  must  be  subjected  to  the  v«t«  of  the  Lodge,  and  upon 
petition  and  reference  to  a  committee  on  investigation.  Ck>n8e- 
quently,  he  stands  in  the  relation  of  hu  unqffUiaied  Mcuon,  and  his 
treatment  in  every  particular  should  be  governed  by  the  law  regu- 
lating that  class  Within  the  twelve  months  his  active  membership 
is  suspended  merely  until  of  his  own  volition  he  may  cause  that  sus- 
pension to  cease.  He  can  visit  his  own  or  any  other  Lodge  where  he 
may  be  vouched  for. 

INDIANA,  1886. 

The  Sixty-Sixth  Communication  was  held  on  the  25th  May,  1886, 
Albert  P.  Charles,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 
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Daring  the  jear  diBpeoBatioDB  to  form  two  new  Lodges  were  granted 
and  io  7  others  applications  refused,  and  we  commend  to  the  consid- 
eration of  all  Grand  Masters  his  reasonn  for  refusing.  The  more  par- 
ticnlarly  do  we  recommend  a  careful  consideration  of  them  to  those 
of  Alabama  where  so  many  are  brought  into  existence  only  to  witoeas 
the  cessation  of  others. 

I  have  refused  to  issue  dispensations  to  form  new  lodges  in  seTen 
instances.  In  each  of  these  cases  I  gave  the  application  careful  con- 
sideration and  investigation,  not  only  by  Special  Deputies,  but  idso 
by  correspondence  with  officers  of  Lodges  whose  Jurisdiction  would 
be  affected  by  the  institution  of  such  new  Lodges.  My  refusal  was 
based  upon  the  facts  that  these  petitions  came  from  new  towns  of 
doubtful  growth,  that  there  was  no  probability  that  they  would  sur- 
vive any  length  of  time,  that  the  proponed  Jurisdiction  was  suffi- 
ciently supplied  with  Lodges  already  in  existence,  and  that  the 
Lodges  now  holding  charters  in  the  immediate  vicinity  should  be 
strengthened,  rather  than  weakeued  by  new  Lodges. 

He  also  refused  them  to  Lodges  wishing  to  make  a  parade  in  civic 
processions,  memorial,  or  decoration  day,  Fourth  of  July,  and  the  like. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  the  cause  which  led  to  having 
Communications  only  every  other  year  Cthe  debt  due  on  the  Masonic 
Temple  having  been  paid)  had  now  been  removed,  and  recommended 
the  lessening  the  dues  to  50  cents,  and  the  resumption  of  Annual 
Communications,  but  though  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  his  first 
recommendation,  we  do  not  find  that  it  acted  on  the  second.  We 
shall  therefore  hear  nothing  from  this  Grand  Lodge  until  1888. 

The  Grand  Master  in  his  list  of  expenditures  gives  bonded  debt 
(in  fuU)  $14,000.  The  Grand  Master  then  may  well  exclaim  as  he  did 
in  his  address:  "  This  is  our  year  of  jubilee,  and  it  is  but  right  that 
we  lift  up  our  voices  with  shouting  and  praise. '  At  6  p.  m.  the 
Grand  Lodge  having  been  called  from  labor  to  refreshment,  the 
G^rand  Lodge  marched  to  enjoy  their  jubilee  at  a  banquet 

Brother  Mortimer  Nye  wal  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  William  H.  Smythe,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Simon  S.  Johubon,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Correspondence,  presented  the  report  on  that  subject.  Alabama  for 
1884  and  1885  are  reviewed.  We  copy  his  notice  of  the  report  of  our 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence  on  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Grand  Master  : 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  labored  in  a  report  covering 
seven  pages  of  the  printed  proceedings  upon  the  question  of 
"powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,"  and  the  sum  and 
substance  of  their  deductions  is  as  follows  : 
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We  Rre  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  Oraad  Muter  of  Hasoiu 
in.tbe  State  of  Alabama  does  posseSH.  and  may  eieroiM  powrra  and 
prerogatives  oataide  of  those  giTSD  by  the  written  Conatitntion  ;  and 
tbst  in  detrrmiDing  whether  or  no  in  anjr  giTeu  State  he  niu;  eieroiae 
BDoh  pover,  va  are  to  be  gnided  and  controlled  hy  the  aoeieot  Innd- 
marka  oF  the  Order,  ualasa  the  power  there  fonnd  is  eipreaal;  or  by 
necesaary  implication  prohibited  by  the  written  Conatitntion. 

All  of  wbioh  ia  frateroally  submitted. 

Which  18  as  clear  as  it  was  Jxfort  they  reported.  It  is  abont  time 
the  tlieory  of  "inherent  rJRhla  "  of  Orand  UnHters  was  exploded  in 
this  day  of  law— the  Bnlea  and  B^nlations  are  sufficiently  broad  to 
"  cover  even  Grand  Haatera." 

It  strikes  na  that  the  paragraph  above  qnoted  moat  eiDphaticallT 
settles  the  qneation  of  the  "inherent  rights  "  of  Oraod  Masters  in 
Alabama  until  there  shall  be  snme  cbange  made  id  the  Constitotion 
of  thia  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  Indiana  committee  ought  to  have  been 
aware  that  the  Alabama  committee  had  nnnght   else   tinder  oonsid- 

ILLINOIS,  IHSe, 

At  the  Forty-SeTenth  Annual  Comma  nidation  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  IlUuoiB,  >1.  W.  Alei.  T.  Darrah,  Grand  Master,  presided.  It  wm 
held  on  the  5th  October,  1866.     Thia  Jurisdiction  nnmber*  do  lern 

than  40,00U.     Its  growth  continues. 

The  Grand  Master  oongratnlatea  the  Craft  upon  the  satisfactory 
condition  of  M^isonic  aflairs  as  thej  exist  within  the  Jurisdiction. 

He  dwells  at  some  length  upon  the  neceasity  for  aome  provision  of 
Liw  which  will  prohibit  unaffiliated  Masons  from  visiting  Lodges. 
He  aays  they  pay  nothing,  but  never  fail  lo  be  present  at  all  ban- 
qnets.     Of  them  he  says: 

I  have  heard  them  boaat  of  the  glorious  Institution  of  Freema- 
sonry, and  dilate  on  its  grand  teachings  and  priiioiples,  and  of  tbe , 
distlngnisbed  membere  who  have  in  all  time  patroDised  its  assem- 
blies, antil  one  might  think  they  were  not  only  willing  to  help  sap- 
port  one,  but  a  doten  lodges.  They  never  miss  the  banqneta,  but 
alwajs  fail  to  see  the  contribution  boi. 

He  objects  to  the  eSect  given  to  a  mere  objection  to  a  visitor  hoiog 
received  in  a  Lodge  by  one  present,  bat  thinks  the  reaaons  ought  to 
be  stated  and  the  W.  M.  of  the  Lodge  judge  of  their  validity. 

He  tfainlcs  a  Brother  charged  with  any  Mnsonic  offense  shonld  be 
tried  by  the  Lodge  within  whose  juiisdiotion  the  ofienee  wtu  com- 
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The  fact  is  lost  sight  of  that  we  are  simply  a  charitable  organua- 
tion,  eontribnting  at  will,  and  always  and  only  according  to  cove- 
nants, which  should  be  familiar  to  all.  Prompted  by  this  same 
principle  of  charity,  we  shonld,  when  an  emng  and  degraded 
orother  dies,  gently  and  softly,  not  as  lilasons  in  the  garb  of  Mason- 
ry, bnt  as  citizens  convey  his  remains  to  their  last  resting  place,  and 
having  done  so,  commend  them  to  the  care  of  that  Merciful  Father, 
one  of  whose  principle  attributes  is  charity. 

He  recommended  some  modification  of  the  law  on  '*Pfaymcal  qual- 
iflcations  "  of  candidates,  but  the  Committee  of  Jurisprudence  said, 
as  will  be  found  below.  We  extract  it  because  this  question  is  con- 
stantly recurring  and  Brethren  cannot  be  too  often  impressed  with 
what  is  the  law: 

Your  committee  concars  with  the  Grand  Master  in  the  opinion 
that  the  question  of  the  **  Physical  Qualifications'*  of  candidates  is 
an  important  one,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  your  committee  that  there 
is  any  perplexing  ambigiyty  in  our  law  to  embarrass  those  who  are 
honestly  minded  to  obey  it.  The  fundamental  law  on  this  subject  is 
found  in  the  **  Charges  of  a  Freemason,"  and  is  as  follows:  **No 
Master  should  take  an  Apprentice  •  •  •  •  unless  he 
be  a  perfect  youth,  having  no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body,  that  may 
render  him  uncapable  of  learning  the  art  of  serving  his  Master's 
lord." 

Our  own  statute  docs  not  attempt  to  change  this  in  the  least,  but 
only  to  interpret  it.  It  therefore  requires  that  he  shall  *' have  the 
senses  of  a  msn,  enpecially  those  of  bearing,  seeing,  and  feeling,** 
and  possess  **no  maim  or  defect  in  his  body  that  may  render  him 
incapable  of  conforming  literally  to  what  the  several  degrees  respect- 
ively reqnire  of  him."  The  law  is  here  preserved  as  we  find  it  in  the 
Charges  of  a  Freemason,  with  the  explanation  that  the  ability  to 
learn  the  art  of  serving  his  Master's  lord,  means  the  ability  to  con- 
form liieratly  to  the  requiremenU*  of  the  several  degrees  in  respect  to 
movements  and  positions,  and  that  literally  here  uso  means  with  his 
own  proper  limbs,  the  limbs  that  are  his  because  he  was  born  with 
them,  and  not  his  simply  in  the  narrow  sense  that  he  has  paid  for 
them  at  the  wood  carver's.  Not  only  is  the  letter  of  the  law  so  clear 
that  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  way-faring  man  could  innocently 
err  therein,  but  in  practice  it  is  almost  invariably  found,  in  cases 
where  the  law  has  been  violated,  that  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
evade  the  law  before  it  has  been  finally  broken,  and  in  almost  all 
cases  the  high  character  of  the  applicant  is  urged  in  defense  of  those 
efforts,  thus  betraying  the  consciousness  on  the  part  of  those  who 
urge  it  that  they  are  meditating  an  act  which  will  not  justify  itsell 

If  the  law  respecting  phvsical  fitness  were  now  to  be  framed  for  the 
first  time,  the  argument  that  since  the  Fraternity  has  ceased  to  be 
an  operative  Craft  there  can  be  no  reason  for  excluding  maims,  would 
apply  with  much  force,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  maiming  was 
incurred  might  show  the  possession  of  qualities  which  would  most 
strougly  recommend  their  possessor  to  our  judgment  as  well  as  to 
our  sympathy,  as  one  peculiarly  fitted  for  such  a  society.     But  in 
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ibis  matter  we  are  not  permitted  to  write  oar  statntes  oa  a  clean 
sheet,  and  becanae  of  this  tbe  Grand  Lodge  baa  heretofore  tried  to 
leave  no  excuse  for  misnnderstanding.  In  addition  to  tbe  clear  lan- 
guage of  tbe  by-laws,  so  clear  tbat  tbe  committee  can  snggest  no 
improvement  in  tbat  direction,  tbe  Grand  Lodge  gave  its  approval 
to  tbe  following,  found  in  tbe  report  of  tbe  Grand  Marter  at  tbe 
session  of  1877  : 

*'Tbe  law  of  Masonry  respecting  tbe  qualfioations  of  candidates 
regards  tbe/ac<of  maiming,  not  the  manner  of  its  occurrence;  and 
tbe  question  stands  entirely  separate  from  questions  of  morals  and 
reputation.  The  figure  and  proportions  of  an  Adonis  cannot  qualify 
for  tbe  degrees  of  Masonry  one  reeking  wiib  tbe  pollution  of  vice 
and  crime;  nor  can  an  exalted  character  so  qualify  one  who  lacks  tl^e 
indispensable  physical  qualifications.  Neither  is  it  a  question  of 
sympathy,  but  a  naked  question  of  law  and  fact.** 

« 

Our  very  distinguished  Brother  Theodore  T.  Gurney,  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  Masonic  writers  of  tbe  day,  was  stricken  with  paral- 
ysis just  as  be  bad  completed  his  review  of  proceedings,  and  of  him 
in  Grand  Lodge  Brother  D.  G.  Gregier  beautifully  said: 

The  absence  of  our  M.  W.  Brother  from  tbe  sessions  of  tbe  Grand 
Lodge  for  tbe  first  time  in  many  years,  is  caused  as  you  are  aware, 
by  bis  being  stricken  down  with  paralysis  ;  the  severity  of  tbe  attiick 
will,  I  fear,  at  least  terminate  bis  active  labors  in  Freemasonry,  with 
which  be  has  been  so  closely  and  zealously  identified  for  nearly  forty 
years.  Should  our  fears  be  realized  tbe  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  will 
lose  from  her  councils  one  of  her  brightest  lights,  a  Brother  who  has 
occupied  her  East  for  two  years  with  marked  ability,  one  who  h&s 
contributed  as  much  to  tbe  literature  of  Illinois  Masonry  as  any  man 
in  the  State  ;  a  Brother  who  has  proved  himself  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances  to  be  a  Christian  gentleman,  a  liigb  minded, 
honorable  citizen,  a  public  officer  of  fearless  and  exalted  in- 
tegrity, and  a  devoted  and  distinguished  Freemason.  These 
elements  of  character  have  moulded  Brother  Gurney's  long  and  use- 
ful life,  and  have  governed  him  in  ail  his  relations  with  nis  fellow- 
man. 

• 

A  very  eloquent  oration  was  delivered  by  R.  W.  Brother  Isaac 
Clements,  but  lack  of  space  forbids  further  notice  of  it. 

Brother  Darrah  was  again  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Loyal  L.  Munn,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  D.  C.  Cregier  presented  Brother  Gurley's  report  on  Corre- 
spondence. Herein  we  found  our  proceediuKS  for  1885.  In  the  in- 
troduction we  find  the  following: 

In  this  report  we  have  examined  this  topic  to  a  considerable  extent, 
and  in  our  review  of  Alabama  have  presented  the  report  of  the  Com 
mittee  on  Jurisprudence  on  the  subject,  and  should  be  glad  of  a  re 
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ply  from,  ootemporariee— not  deoIamatioDS— bni  reasoning  from  law 
and  uaage,  that  is  expected  from  sach  brethren  as  Vincil,  Panrin  and 
others  who  have  so  persistently  inveighed  against  a  doctrine  that  has 
existed  in  lodges,  as  well  as  Grand  Lodges,  from  the  most  remote 
periods.  We  think  the  paper  referred  to  is  one  of  the  most  conoln- 
sive  doontnents  upon  record.    Give  it  particnlar  attention. 

And  the  report  of  onr  (Committee  on  Jnrispnidence  on  the  Powers 
of  the  Grand  Master  is  copied  entire  and  is  thus  introduced. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jarispradence,  "on  the  powers  of 
the  Grand  Master/  is  of  so  much  value,  that  at  the  risk  of  incurring 
displeasure,  we  give  it  entire.  It  was  presented  by  Brother  Pillans. 
It  is  given  here  because  of  its  importance  to  reading,  thinking  Masons. 

We  will  be  pardoned,  we  know,  for  copying  somewhat  largely  from 
this  most  valuable  report*;  first,  because  it  is,  we  presume,  the  last 
that  this  brilliant  and  well  stored  masonic  mind  will  ever  pen,  and 
secondly,  we  like  to  know  that  others  occupying  so  lofty  a  position  in 
masonic  literature  approve  of  sentiments  uttered  by  ourselves,  after 
mature  reflection  and  grave  deliberation. 

Under  New  York  we  find  him  saying  : 

Referring  to  the  first  sentence  of  the  quotation.  Did  Brother 
Lawrence  ever  know  of  the  organisation  of  a  Grand  Lodge  that  did 
not  come  of  lodges  older  than  itself,  and  working  under  jurisdictions 
from  which  they  derived  their  existence?  The  Grand  Lodge  of 
Quebec  * 'claims"  just  what  all  other  Grand  Bodies  have  claimed  and 
do  now  claim —exclusive  jurisdiction  within  its  territorial  limits. 
When  the  Province  of  Quebec  came  into  exist-ence  her  Masons  had 
the  inherent,  lawful  right  to  organize  into  a  Grand  Lodge.  This  they 
did,  and  for  sixteen  years,  and  in  the  most  courteous  terms,  have 
appealed  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  and  the  three  recusant 
lodges,  to  respect  her  jurisdictional  rights.  The  compact  between 
England  and  Canada  in  no  wise  interfere  with  the  rights  of  Quebec. 
The  latter  was  a  new  territorial  division  of  the  earth,  and  her  Masons 
of  this  assumed  to  do  just  what  Masons  of  this  continent  have  done 
from  the  earliest  history  of  onr  existence  here.  The  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  We  huve  said  a  good 
deal  upon  this  question  elsewhere.  Sentimentalism  has  no  place  in 
a  common  law  that  is  at  the  foundation  of  our  peace  and  prosperity. 

The  Constitution  of  Nevada  makes  prorision  for  dispensations 
from  the  Grand  Master  in  four  particular  cases,  and  hence  it  is  there 
held,  that  in  do  others  can  he  properly  exercise  these  powers.  Yet, 
**en  passant,''  we  will  state  that  whenever  these  powers  have 
been  exercised  outside  of  and  beyond  these  constitutional  provisions 
the  subsequent  Grand  Lodges  believing  that  the  prosperity  and  rep- 
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nUtion  of  the  Graft  required  the  display  of  this  stretch  of  power  has 
legalized  and  indorsed  the  act.  Whence  this  power  in  a  Grand 
Lodge,  and  if  in  that  body  when  assembled,  then  in  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter  during  the  interim.  We  now  give  Brother  Garley*s  argument  in 
support  of  the  position  taken  by  our  Grand  Lodge  at  its  oommuni- 
oation  in  1885 : 

The  question  of  interest  found  in  the  paper  of  Brother  Bailey,  is  a 
refusal  to  grant  specific  dispensations  not  expliciUy  authorized  by 
the  organic  law.     He  quotes  the  law  thus: 

1.  '*  For  the  formation  of  new  lodges  under  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed." 

2.  '*For  holding  elections  of  an  officer  or  officers  at  times  other 
than  the  regular  perio«^s  prescribed  '* 

3.  **  To  ballot  for  and  confer  the  degrees  upon  candidates,  with- 
out the  reference  of  their  applications  to  commi'tees." 

4.  **  To  receive  and  act  upon  the  petition  of  rejected  applicants 
within  a  less  period  than  the  twelve  months  prescribed.** 

He  then  says: 

It  would  seem  as  though  the  framers  of  onr  constitution  expressly 
provided  in  what  instnnces  a  Grand  Master  may  grant  di»ponsations, 
and  if  the  maxim  of  the  civil  law,  the  '*  expression  of  one  thing  ex- 
cludes all  others,"  be  applicable  to  Masonic  law.  he  would  be  pre- 
cluded from  so  doing  except  in  the  cases  expressly  prescribed. 

With  the  maxims  of  the  civil  l.tw  we  have  nothing  to  do.  If  th*»y 
run  parallel  vfith  fraternal  laio,  written  and  unwritten,  well  and  good ; 
but  if  not,  civil  codes  cann'4  be  made  a  basis  upon  which  to  predi- 
cate an  opinion  in  the  iurisprudence  of  the  Lodge,  resting  as  it  does 
upon  obligations  and  other  Mo/fric  and  exoteric  injunctions. 

We  embrace  this  opportunity  to  examine  the  general  questions  in- 
volved in  the  ** prerogatives"  of  Grand  Masters— from  whence  they 
derived  their  origin,  and  their  necessity  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Fraternity. 

The  principal  features  of  this  reply  to  Brother  Bailey  will  be  found 
in  an  answer  to  Brother  Kobertson's  (Canada^  report  to  Grand  Chap- 
ter, 1884,  who  sayfi:  *•  He  (California)  has  advanced  views  on  the 
theory  of  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master.  His  opinions  will 
not  be  generally  accepted  now,  but  the  time  will  come  when,  on  this 
continent,  at  least,  it  will  be  universally  held  that  the  Grand  Master 
or  Grand  High  Priest,  or  the  presiding  officer  of  any  Masonic  body, 
has  no  other  powers  or  prerogatives  than  those  conferred  on  him  by 
the  constitution  fjoverning  the  entire  body.  Absolute  despotism  in  any 
shape  is  entirely  unsuited  to  the  genius  and  temperament  of  the  age 
in  which  we  live." 

First— We  are  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  what  he  wishes  to  convev 
by  the  words  in  italics.  If  we  thought  he  referred  to  unwriiten  as  well 
as  written  con>»tiiutions  of  the  Fraternity,  we  should  not  argue  the 
question,  but  believing  that  he  desires  to  be  understood  as  raying 
tnat  written  codes  are  alone  of  any  force,  we  dissont.  Again  there 
is  not,  neither  has  there  ever  been  any  absolute  despotism  in  Craft 
Masonry  since  its  constitutional  existence  — never.     The  first  consti- 
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tntional  Grand  Lodge  of  the  world  adopted  regalations,  1721,  in 
sympathy  with  the  pecaliar  nature  of  Graft  government  that  had 
existed  for  centuries,  and  which  are  yet  in  force  in  every  Grand  and 
constitnent  lodge  of  onr  mother  tongue.  It  is  quite  true  that  many 
of  the  regulationft  referred  to  are  obsolete,  but  those  that  apply  to 
the  question  at  issue  Hre  yet  paramount. 

The  first  illustration  of  our  position  is  to  be  found  in  the  preroga- 
tives of  a  Master.  From  the  time  to  which  the  memory  of  Masonry 
runneth  not  to  the  contrary,  the  gavel  of  a  Master  has  been  respected 
and  obeyed,  notwithstanding  errors  in  administration  ;  and  although 
he  rule  and  govern  his  Lodge  ever  so  unwisely,  and  however  much 
he  may  transgress  law.  human  or  divine,  while  in  office,  the  Lodge 
is  powerless  except  in  its  right  of  appeal  for  relief  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  or  Grand  Master.  The  reader  will  k«>ep  the  foregoing  in 
mind,  because  it  is  a  strong  link  in  a  chain  of  evid*  nee  and  necessary 
to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  subject.  The  prerogatives  of  a  Grand 
Master,  hs  we  understand  them,  were  always  held  to  be  logical  and 
correct  deduction^  from  the  powers  inhere  t  in  the  Master  ;  and  is 
it  not  a  fact  beyond  dispute,  that  such  powers  have  been  vested,  by 
common  usage,  in  Grand  Masters  from  the  most  remote  periods  in 
the  history  of  such  supreme  authority,  particularly  during  rectus  of 
the  Grand  Body?  A  necessity  tor  this  authority  of  a  Grand  Master 
will  appear  further  on.  In  parenthesis,  we  will  say,  that  the  prerog- 
atives of  bith  Master  and  Grand  Master  have  been,  in  all  ages  of  the 
Institution,  the  life  and  soul  of  Irnternrd  progrfss. 

The  ancient  regulations  contemplated  the  possible  necessity  of 
some  *'  new  regulation  "  touching  the  powers  and  responsibilities  of 
a  Grand  Master  ;  but  to  this  day  no  change  has  been  made  restrict- 
ing his  general  authority  over  tho  Lodges  and  Masons  of  his  juris- 
diction, for  reasons  that  the  reader  will  not  fail  to  appreciate  if 
attention  is  not  diverted  from  the  ancient  Fraternity  by  cries  of 
"absolutism"  and  *'high  prerogatives." 

The  great  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  most  Masons  in  arriving  at 
Masonic  conclusions  is  the  general  tendency  to  associate  the  civil 
with  the  fraternal  government,  consequently  it  is  too  often  held,  in 
this  country,  that  the  one  is  or  should  be  a  synon>m  of  the  other; 
while  the  facts  are  that  they  are  radically  and  necessarily  drssimilsr, 
as  will  hereafter  appear.  The  first  in  all  representative  administra- 
tions is  for  the  protection  of  the  citizen,  or  that  which  appertains  to 
the  security  **of  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness"  To 
accomplish  this,  he  surrenders  certain  natural  rights  that  the  entire 
cutnmunity  may  be  uniformly  and  equitably  governed.  To  consum- 
mate so  desirable  an  end,  ho  commits  his  interests  to  representa- 
tives, that  a  system  may  be  organized  with  checks  and  balances  that 
naught  but  revolution  can  change  or  suppress  Take  our  National 
Government  as  an  illustration.  The  people  of  thirteen  colonies,  and 
by  their  representatives,  formulated  a  government  embracing  execu- 
tive, legislative  and  judicial  functions,  with  separate,  distinct  and 
clearly  defined  tunctioDs  or  powers.^  A  like  system  exists  in  our 
State  Governments.  Illinois  bus  its  executive,  legislative  and  judicio/ 
departments.  If  a  cit'zen  has  a  grievance  he  at  once  flies  to  the 
courts  ;  and  mark  you,  this  avenu^  to  the  adjustment  of  difficulties 
is  never  dosed.     Now  turn  to  a  Grand  Lodge.    Its  government  is  a 
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representative  Bystem,  an  near  as  may  be.  Lodges  through  their 
delegates  enact  laws  for  the  management  of  the  Graft,  bat  never  in 
all  its  history  has  it  erected  a  jndiciary  outside  of  and  independent 
of  itself,  always  accessible  and  to  which  has  been  confided  discipli- 
nary proceedings,  interpretations  of  law,  appellate  jurisdiction  or 
other  functions  of  a  supreme  tribunal.  All  along  the  track  of  its 
existence  it  has  never  waived  powers  made  inherent  in  itself,  but  on 
the  contrary  it  is  found  from  the  first  of  its  crystalization  into  su- 
preme authority  that  differences  between  brethren  and  disa- 
greements between  lodges  that  failed  of  adjustment  by  the 
constituent  body  or  bodies,  has  always  been  adjudicated  by 
Grand  Lodge  lohile  in  session  or  by  Grand  Masters  during  recess. 
From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  from  whence  came  their  jndir.ial 
and  general  powers,  and  the  necessity  for  their  existence.  In  fact, 
therefore,  and  in  law,  a  Grand  Master  is  the  Grand  Master  of  al 
Masons,  as  well  as  lodges,  within  his  junsdiction,  and  by  virtue  of 
that  law  his  authority  is  paramount  when  the  Grand  Bodvisnot'in 
session.  Under  this  law  he  can  appear  in  any  Lodge  of  his  domin- 
ion, and  any  commnnicntion  thereof,  and  not  only  occupy  its  East, 
but  can  assume  all  the  functions  of  the  Master,  if  so  disposed.  He 
can  order  charges  preferred  against  any  of  its  members  and  preside 
when  investigation  takes  place,  in  person  or  bv  proxy.  He  is  also  at 
liberty  to  arrest  the  charter  of  a  Lodge,  or  discipline  a  Master  for 
offenses.  More  than  this,  his  conclusions  upon  any  question  pre- 
sented by  a  Lodge  mnsl  be  obeyed.  It  will  not  do  in  reply  to  say 
that  the  Grand  Body  is  supreme,  and  that  it  can  condemn  bis  acts 
or  reverse  his  opinions.  While  this  is  true,  during  its  communica- 
tions, neverthel  ss,  f<^b  362  of  thr  365  days  of  Tiks  teab,  his  man- 
dates are  the  *«upremc  law  of  the  jurisdiction  and  can  not  be  sup- 
pressed, changed,  altered  or  amended  (during  recess)  unless  he 
attempt  the  usurpation  of  a  civil  right,  wben  an  appeal  to  the  courts 
would  correct  abuses  of  power.  Are  we  not  correct  in  this?  If  so, 
the  Grand  Master  is  not  only  the  umpire  upon  questions  of  Masonic 
law,  in  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  the  duty  is  imposed 
upon  him  by  law,  that  even  a  Grand  Lodge  can  not  question  (his 
Lodge  covenants,  together  with  his  official  obligations),  to  see  to  it 
that  the  inherent  rights  of  Lodges  and  Masons  are  protected,  and 
when  either  a  Lodge,  Master  or  member  tramples  upon  the  statute, 
written  or  unwritten,  he  is  authorized  to  suspend  the  function)*  of  a 
Lodge  or  Master,  and  enforce  a  demand  that  a  member  be  tried  and 
punished  if  found  guilty  of  an  offense  It  may  be  replied  that  the 
distinct  powers  alluded  to  are  generally  recognized,  and  therefore 
do  not  figure  as  apologies  for  dispensing  with  the  provisions  of  the 
written  law  not  therein  embraced.  A  reply  will  be  given  to  this 
proposition  1  y  an  examination  of  another  phase  of  the  questi-n. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  Article  12,  pro- 
vides:    **  The  Grand  Muster  shall  have  power- 
First— To  convene  the  Grand  Lodge  m  special  communication  in 
case  of  emergency 
Second— To  preside  at  all  special  or  regular  communications. 
Third— To  exercise  the  executive  f auctions   of  the  Grand  Lodge 
when  not  in  session. 

Fourth— To  decide  all  questions  of  usage,  order  or  Masonic  law. 


84  APPENDIX.  [1886. 

Fifth— To  reqnire  the  atteodance  of,  and  information  from,  any- 
Grand  officer  respecting  his  office. 

Sixth  -To  convene  any  Lodge  within  the  jurisdiction,  and  in  ptr- 
Bon  or  by  depaty,  to  preside  therein  with  the  Master  on  his  left 
hand,  inspect  their  proceedings  and  reqnire  their  conformity  to 
Masonic  rales. 

Seventh— To  issue  bis  dispensation  to  any  regular  lodge  to  make  a 
Mason,  or  confer  any  degree  at  sight. 

Eighth— To  suspend  the  functions  of  any  lodge  for  good  reasons. 

Ninth — To  command  every  Grand  officer,  and  to  call  on  any  of  them 
for  advice  and  assistance  on  business  relative  to  the  Craft. 

Tenth— In  person  or  by  deputy,  to  constitute  lodges,  dedicate 
Masonic  halls,  lay  corner-stones  of  Masonic  halls,  public  buildings 
and  structures. 

Eleventh  —To  appoint  representatives,  by  warrant,  in  any  other 
lecognized  Grand  Lodge,  and  receive  and  accredit  such  representa- 
tives from  other  Grand  Lodges. 

Twelfth — To  command  the  Wardens  or  any  member  of  a  lodge 
which  he  may  visit  to  act  as  Wardens  for  the  time  being. 

Thirteenth— To  see  that  the  Ancient  Landmarks  and  Charges  are 
observed,  aod  to  do  and  perform  the  duties  of  Ancient  Grand  Master 
agreeably  to  the  requirements  of  Masonry  and  this  Grand  Lodge  *' 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  foregoing  represents  the  constitu- 
tions of  each  Grand  Lodge  of  the  world,  but  it  does  represent  the 
underlying  principles  of  the  ancient  Fraternity,  that  are  now  recog- 
nized by  tne  Cfaft  the  world  over  in  the  government  of  those  bodies 
and  their  constituent  organizations.  Section  XIX  of  the  Primarr 
Regulations  (1721)  says:  "If  the  Grand  Master  should  abuse  his 
power,  and  render  himself  unworthy  of  the  obedience  and  subjection 
of  the  lodges,  he  shall  be  treated  in  a  way  and  manner  to  be  agreed 
upon  in  a  new  regulation  ;  because  hitherto  the  ancient  Fraternity 
have  had  no  occasion  for  it,  their  former  Grand  Masters  having  aU 
behaved  themselves  worthy  of  that  honorable  office."  Such  ''new 
regulation,"  to  our  knowledge,  has  never  appeared,  and  no  doubt  for 
the  reason  that  Grand  Masters  have  not  attempted  to  trespass  upon 
the  consiitutioncU  immunities  of  Grand  Bodies.  The  very  conservative 
regulation,  providing  for  the  annual  election  of  Grand  officers,  has 
doubtless  held  in  check  any  disposition  of  Grand  Masters  to  invade 
the  rights  of  constituents ;  if,  therefore,  they  should  indulge  in 
despotic  rule  for  h  few  brief  days,  the  remedy  for  their  want  of  wis- 
dom is  certain  and  sure. 

What  we  understand  to  be  the  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters,  is  so 
to  administer  their  trusts  that  the  welfare  of  the  Fraternity  shall  be 
the  entire  aim  of  their  adminiKtrations.  Constitutions  providing  for 
organization  are  inviolate,  '^'hey  are  supposed  to  embrace  the  funda- 
mental thought  of  the  Institution  in  matters  concerning  organization, 
which  neither  a  Grand  Lodge  nor  Grand  Master  is  justifiM  in  vio- 
lating ;  but  simple  rules  and  regulations  which  so  often  interpose  ob- 
stacles to  a  full  fruition  ot  fraternal  welfare,  at  the  temporary  dis- 
posal of  a  Grnnd  Lodge,  and  also  of  the  Grand  Master  in  the  absence 
of  the  Supreme  Body. 
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INDIAN  TERRITORY,  1886. 

M.  V-  Orand  Master  EdmuDd  Henry  Doyle  opened  in  ample  form 
the  Eleventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the  Srd 
day  of  November,  1885. 

For  the  benefit  of  other  Grand  Masters— his  successors — he  an- 
nounced that  he  thought  the  Grand  Master  ought  to  be  required  to 
answer  questions  propounded  to  him  by  other  than  the  Master  of  a 
Lodge,  or  the  Lodge  itself,  under  the  seal  of  the  Lodge,  believing 
that  many  from  other  sources  were  prompted  by  mere  *4dle  curiosity." 
We  think  his  decisions  accord  with  usual  masonic  usage. 

He  properly  prohibited  the  Lodge  room  from  being  used  as  a  dance 
hall  even  by  the  Lodge,  and  greatly  disapproves  of  the  use  of  masonic 
emblems  for  business  purposes.  The  Committee  on  Law  and  Usage, 
to  whom  this  was  referred,  recommended  that  there  be  a  permanent 
resolution  to  that  effect,  but  reported  none,  and  no  further  action 
was  had. 

The  installation  of  officers  was  publicly  had  at  a  banquet  to  which 
Grand  Lodge  had  been  invited,  and  then  too,  the  annual  oration  by 
the  Grand  Orator  was  delivered  upon  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  masons. 

Brother  Florian  H.  Nash  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Joseph  S.  Murrow  Grand  Secretary. 

This  latter  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Alabama  for  1884,  most  fraternally.  We  are  pleased  to 
find  him  coinciding  in  many  of  our  views.  It  is  pleasanter  thus  than 
to  be  rasped  by  so  able  a  mason  us  P.  G.  M.  Murrow.  We  find  him 
apologizing,  when  none  is  needed,  because  he  wrote  his  report  "un- 
der all  sorts  of  difficulties."  Why,  my  most  worthy  Brother,  thitf  is 
nothing  when  you  get  used  to  it.  We  can  only  take  up  the  proceed- 
ings sent  us  after  8  p.  m.,  for  during  the  day  business  demands  our 
entire  attention.  We  are  unfortunately  a  wage  earner,  and  the  bread 
we  eat  is  earned,  as  it  was  decreed  it  should  be,  by  the  *'sweatof  our 
brow,**  and  during  the  summer,  in  this  climate,  very  much  of  it. 

IOWA,  1886. 

We  have  before  us  the  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the 
Forty-third  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodg)^  of  Iowa, 
which  was  held  on  June  5,  1886  Grand  Master  Charles  T.  Granger 
in  the  East.  We  are  decidedly  pleased  with  his  strictures  upon 
those  who  come  to  the  Grand  Lodge  as  representatives  of  the  Lodges, 
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and  who  npon  the  second  diy,  as  well  as  other  dajs  of  the  session 

before  the  closing  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  ask  for  and  obtain  leave  to 

return  to  their  homes.     It  matters  not,  we  think,  whether  th^  are 

the  recipients  of  mileage  and  per  diem,  or  that  their  attendance  is  for 

the  purpose  of  saving  the  charter  of  their  Lodges.     We  giTe  wkat  he 

says  : 

Again,  it  has  been  the  custom,  about  noon  of  the  second  day,  and 
when  committee  work  was  about  matured,  and  the  active  and  impor- 
tant work  of  the  lodge  about  to  commeuce,  that  applications  by  the 
score  for  excuses  from  further  attei. dance  were  showered  upon  us  — 
and,  I  think,  always  grante  i.  A'd  as  to  such,  the  craft  would  have 
been  better  served  if  they  had  remained  at  home  ;  for  their  labor  was 
of  little,  if  any  avail,  and  the  only  no  iceable  feature  of  their  atten- 
dance  was  a  depleted  treasury. 

With  his  expression  of  the  following  sentiment,  with  which  we  en- 
tirely agree,  it  looks  odd  to  see  the  two  following  paragraphs  almost 
in  juxtaposition  to  each  other,  the  last  being  separnted  from  the  first 
by  only  a  short  paragraph  : 

The  lesson  of  experience  by  other  Grand  Masters,  that  these  dis- 
pensations for  degrees  and  advancements  **out  of  time"  are  impol- 
itic, is  also  mine.  With  a  membership  of  twenty  years  in  my  home 
lodge,  I  know  of  but  one  degree  being  thus  conferred.  Officers  and 
members  esteem  the  rule  as  to  time  and  proticiency  almost  sacred, 
and  with  highly  beneficent  results.  Laxiiy  in  the  observance  of 
these  rules  engenders  apathy,  if  not  a  feeling  of  distrust,  or  a  con- 
viction that  our  rules  are  more  pretentious  than  real. 

I  have  granted  quite  a  number  of  dispensations  during  the  year 
for  advancements  **out  of  time,"  insisting  however,  in  most  cases, 
on  suitable  proficiency. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Missouri  having  laid  the  claim  of  a  Biissouri 
Lodge  against  a  Lodge  of  Iowa  for  an  aihount  disbursed  by  the  for- 
mer in  taking  care  of  and  burying  a  member  of  the  latter,  before  the 
Grand  Master  of  Iowa.  This  was  placed  before  the  Grand  Lodge. 
The  reply  of  Grand  Master  of  Iowa  having  been  that  a  Lodge  so  be- 
stowing the  money,  has,  and  under  our  institution  can  have,  no  legal 
claim  to  reimbursement ;  the  Grand  Master  further  saying  what  fnlly 
expresses  the  character  of  our  institution,  as  follows  : 

**  That  is  the  law  of  this  jurisdiction  made  as  against  its  own 
lodges  and  members.  And  we  believe  our  record  does  not  show  us 
wanting  id  the  proper  exercise  of  that  greatest  of  Masonic  virtues— 
Cfutrity.  I  think  on^-half  of  our  Masonic  charity  is  expended  upon 
sojourners,  or  members  of  the  Order  outside  of  this  jurisdiction.  It 
will  be  a  sorry  day  when  Masonic  charity  is  bounded  by  State  lines, 
or  is  given  under  a  law  for  reimbursement.     The  Grand  Lodge  of 
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ibis  jarisdiction  has  definitely  settled  the  ohligntion  of  snbordinate 
lodges  in  tbi^  respect.  It  leaves  each  lodge  and  brother  the  judge  of 
what  charity  sball  be  bestowed  under  Masonic  obligntions.  It  will  not 
recognize  the  rnle  that  it  is  a  loan  or  trust,  bnt  a  charity  With  this 
view,  I  cannot,  of  coarse,  hold  that  Formal  Lodge  is  under  obhgation 
for  reimbursement. " 

And  the  report  of  the  committee  on  this  subject,  which  was  adopted 
as  the  views  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  says  : 

To  our  mind,  Masonry  is  nothing  if  not  universal.  We  are  taught 
that  the  zeal  of  charity  extends  beyond  the  grave;  in  every  country, 
we  know,  a  Mason  finds  a  home.  Again,  and  again,  has  tnis  matter 
of  reimbursement— claimed  by  lodges  in  sister  jurisdictions— been 
under  consideration  before  this  Grand  Lodge,  whose  decisions  have 
reaffirmed  its  firm  belief  in  the  true  underlying  principles  of  a  Ma- 
son's faith;  ai>d  we  not  only  heartily,  but  enthusiastically  commend 
the  position  taken  by  the  Grand  Master  in  the  case  of  Xenia  Lodge, 
of  Missouri,  as  presented  by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of 
that  jurisdictit  n,  and  Formal  Lodge,  in  our  o\%n  sisterhood. 

The  question  having  been  submitted  whether  a  resident  of  Iowa, 
who,  whrn  in  Europe  on  a  visit,  had  received  the  degrees,  should  be 
recognized,  to  which  Grand  Master  replied  no,  and  was  sustained  by 
Grand  Lodge.     This  is  good  law  in  Alabama. 

In  Alabama  we  hold  that  a  sojourner  from  another  jurisdiction  is 
amenable  to  the  Lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  is  residing  for 
an  offence  there  committed.  This  seems  to  have  been  doubted  by 
the  Grau'i  Master,  and  the  committee  recommend  the  application  to 
the  Lodge  of  a  member  for  waiver  of  jurisdiction. 

Oh  !  how  he  lectures  against  that  most  unmasonic  of  all  pracices, 
"Electioneering  for  office,"  and  says,  "Thtse  who  have,  year  by 
year,  witnessed  the  zeal  and  efforts  for  self  or  friends  for  ofi^cial 
rank  must  have  felt  that,  with  some  at  least,  an  office  *'is  the  first 
great  care  of  Masons,"  at  our  annual  gatherings. 

We  now  leave  the  address  only  remarking  that  we  have  rarely  met 
with  so  able  and  interesting  a  Masonic  document. 

The  Grand  Secretary,  our  most  estimable  friend  and  brother,  The- 
odore 8.  Parvin,  says,  in  his  report,  "that  the  cubse  of  Masonbt  is 
that  we  have  too  many  Lodges;  the  natural  sequence  of  which  is, 
that  many  are  weak,  sickly,  and  indifferently  ministered  to."  Too 
true,  alas,  too  true  !  He  goes  on  to  say  "Masonry  has  become  dog- 
cheap,"  to  the  great  detriment  of  Lodges. 

We  give  the  report  of  the  Jurisprudence  Committee  on  the  Louis- 
iana Resolutions  entire  : 
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At  the  laflt  commanioatioQ  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  there  was  referred 
to  this  committee  a  series  of  rertolntions,  submitted  bjr  the  Grand 
Lodge  af  Loaisiana,  settinfy  out  what  tbey  coDnider  international 
Masonic  law  (page  102,  1885). 

We  beli'-ve  these  resolations  contain  nothing  that  is  not  recognized 
as  good  Mtsonio  law  in  this  jurisdiction,  exce|it  the  third  of  said 
resolutions,  which  should  be  limited  to  bodies  of  symbolic  Masonry; 
and  they  embody  courtesies  that  should  be  extended  from  one  Grand 
Jurisdiction  to  another. 

We  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved.  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  recognizes  the  principles 
enunciated  by  the  <vrand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  in  all  except  the  third 
of  said  resolutions,  as  good  Masonic  law,  that  tends  to  cement  a 
closer  relatiou  between  Grand  Jurisdictions;  and  thatth-y  bhonld  be 
adhered  to,  as  far  as  practicable,  io  all  transactions  between  this 
Grand  Lodge  and  other  Grand  Lodges. 

But  we  distinctly  disavow  the  right  of  any  Grand  Lodge  Jurisdic- 
tion to  p»i8s  upon  the  legitimacy  of  any  Bodies  other  than  those  of 
symbolic  lodge  Masonry. 

A  large  amount  of  work  was  done  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  but  it  was 
of  local  character. 
There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 
Brother  William  Paget  Allen  was  made  Grand  Master. 
Brother  T.  8.  Purvin  being  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

KANSAS,  1886. 

There  was  held  on  the  17th  February,  1886,  the  Thirtieth  Annual 
Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Matthew 
M.  Miller,  being  io  the  chair. 

There  has  been  a  reasonable  increase  in  the  number  of  members 
since  last  con^munication. 

Our  Brethren  in  Kansas  are  imbued  with  a  very  strong  desire  to 
run  ahead  of  the  ancient  constitutions,  but  entertain  the  most  pro- 
found belief  in  the  *'  inherent  rights"  of  a  Grand  Master.  This  we 
deduce  from  the  following  from  the  Grand  Master's  address  : 

Of  the  number  of  requests  of  this  character,  "to  confer  degrees 
out  of  time,"  which  have  been  refused,  no  estimate  can  be  made. 
My  time  and  atteoiion  were  so  taken  up  consideriug  and  answering 
them,  that  I  found  it  necessary  to  send  a  circular  letter  to  each  of 
the  lodges  in  the  Jurisdiction  in  reference  to  the  matter;  like  the  lady 
who  failed  to  understind  why  the  conductor  could  not  delay  thFtrain 
for  her,  just  five  minutes,  each  applicant  thought  his  a  special  case, 
and  one  not  likely  to  incommode  or  inconvenience  the  Urand  Mas- 
ter or  the  Craft  in  general.  It  is  all  wrong,  brethren,  and  those  of 
you  who  fiU  this  station  will  see  it  as  much  more  cleaxly  thau  I  have, 
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as  I  do,  than  those  who  have  gone  before  me.  I  cannot  stop  toargne 
the  qaestion;  the  fact  stares  us  squarely  in  the  face,  that  somethiuff 
must  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate  officer  who  is  cursed 
with  the  prerogative  of  granting  these  dispensations. 

I  recommend  to  your  thoughtful  consideration,  as  an  effectual 
remedy,  that  you  enact  a  provision,  that  no  dispensation  to  confer 
degrees  out  of  time  shall  be  granted,  except  on  payment  of  a  fee  of 
ten  dollars,  which  shall  accompany  the  application  for  such  dispen- 
sation. 

Protect  the  incoming  Grand  Master  with  such  a  provision,  and  I 
venture  the  prediction  that  my  successor  in  office  will  have  nothing 
under  this  head  to  report  at  the  next  session  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

But  if  each  Grand  Master  will  be  as  firm  as  he  himself  was  in  re- 
fusing, such  applications  will  be  very  few  and  far  between.  We  do 
not  like  the  method  of  allowing  the  ancient  usages  of  the  Craft  to  be 
put  up  at  auction. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  new  lodges  spring  up 
sometimes,  in  these  new  and  rapidly  increasing  populations,  and  of 
the  difficulties  that  oftentimes  surround  them  and  retard  their 
growth  which  attend  the  honors  of  Grand  Masters,  we  extract  the 
following  from  the  Grand  Master's  address.  We  presume  that  there 
is  much  of  this  annoyance  which  makes  the  Grand  Master  the  index 
finger  attending  all  who  occupy  that  position.  We  give  not  only  his 
complaint  but  his  suggested  remedy  : 

A   QUESTION  FOB  GONSIDEBATION. 

Right  at  this  point,  comes  up  for  consideration,  that  which  for 
years  as  member  of  the  Committee  on  Lodges  U.  1>.,  and  the  entire 
year  just  closed,  has  been  to  me  a  source  of  anxiety  and  perplexity, 
viz  :  the  questionable  manner  in  which  lodges  U.  D.  have  been  and 
to-day  are  organized  in  this  Jurisdiction:  A  town  springs  up  by 
magic,  in  one  of  our  western  counties;  twelve  or  fifteen  masons  meet 
and  determine  to  organize  a  lodge;  they  come  from  as  many  differ- 
ent States,  the  dimits  of  some  are  pocket- worn  and  nearly  illegible; 
a  majority  are  not  even  acquainted  until  called  together;  there  are 
rough  ashlars  among  them.  They  write  to  the  Grand  Master  and  he 
sends  them  a  schedule  of  questions  which  are  answered  properly; 
a  Custodian  or  Lecturer  is  called  for;  the  ritual  is  memorized,  the 
nearest  lodge  sees  them  exemplify  the  work,and  recommends  their  pe- 
tition, and  a  dispensation  issues;  the  character  of  the  material  in  this 
organization  we  do  not  know,  they  do  not  themselves  know  until  it 
is  tested,  and  if  the  test  is  applied  and  the  material  is  unfit  for  the 
masonic  edifice,  disintegration,  dissolution,  and  ruin,  are  the  inevi- 
table results. 

The  fault  is  not  in  want  of  care  in  your  Grand  Masters,  they  do 
the  best  they  can  with  the  means  and  information  at  their  disposal; 
the  fault  is  in  the  system  itself,  there  is  too   much  hurry  —too  little 
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deliberation — too  little  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  one  organizing, 
of  the  material  organized;  the  stones  are  laid  up  in  the  Masonic  edi- 
fice before  they  have  been  tried  bj  the  square  of  a  Master  Overseer. 

Tou  ask  how  is  this  caused?  and  I  answer,  bv  putting  upon  yoor 
Grand  Master  the  labor  of  answering  every  communication  which 
any  one  of  the  13,500  masons  of  Kansas  may  see  fit  to  write  him ; 
by  using  him  as  an  index  finger  to  point  out  for  the  masons  of  Kan- 
saa  the  section  and  chapter  where  they  may  fiod  a  hy-law  th«f  may 
wish  to  know  about,  but  do  not  care  tu  take  the  time  to  hunt  up  for 
themselves;  by  expecting  him,  with  275  lodges,  to  do  alone  and  un- 
aided the  work  which,  in  Pennsylvania  with  its  503  lodges,  requires 
the  assistaaee  of  thirty-one  Districfc  Deputy  Grand  Masters. 

I  say  to  yon,  franUy,  brethren,  that  the  work  of  routine  corres- 
pondence alone  during  the  year  is  sufficient  task  for  any  one  person. 
While  your  Grand  Masters  do  all  they  can,  and  the  best  within  their 
power,  when  the  year  is  past,  they  are  not  SMtisfied  with  the  result 
of  their  labor;  their  duties  are  **too  purely  executive  "  Whenever 
called  iiway  from  home  on  any  Masonic  duty— always  a  delight  and  a 
pleasure— they  find  a  stern  Nemesis  has  been  grinding  out  surely 
and  by  no  means  slowly,  the  customary  grist  in  anticipation  of  their 
return.  As  a  result,  visitations  to  the  lodges  U.  D.  have  been  out  of 
the  question ;  only  one  such  visitation  having  been  made  by  me.  and 
of  course  visitations  to  the  chartered  lodges  of  the  State  are  impos- 
sible. 

THE   BBMEDT. 

llie  remedy  I  suggest  is  to  appoint  a  District  Deputy  Grand  Mas- 
ter in  each  Judicial  district  of  the  State. 

Whenever  h  new  lodge  is  desired,  let  all  the  preliminary  corres- 
pondence be  carried  on  with  such  Deputy;  when  the  proposed  lodge 
IS  ready  to  present  its  petition,  1«  t  it  be  presented  to  the  District 
Deputy,  and  let  him  personally  investigate  the  same,  the  applicants, 
the  hall,  as  well  as  the  chances  for  life  of  the  proposed  lodge,  and 
make  his  written  recommendation  to  the  Grand  Master,  the  latter 
officer  to  examine  the  petition  and  recommendation,  pass  upon  all 
questions  of  fact  and  masonic  practice,  and  issue  or  withhold  the 
dispensation  as  he  may  determine. 

The  details  of  the  plan  proposed  will  suggest  themselves  to  every 
one;  let  the  proposed  lodge  bear  the  expense  of  the  examination,  fix 
the  compensation  of  the  D.  D.  at  actual  expense  and  a  reasonable 
per  diem. 

AMOTHKB   SUGGESTION. 

Another  suggestion  for  the  relief  the  Grand  Master  is  to  provide 
that  all  questions  arising  in  lodges  or  among  the  brethren,  be  sub- 
mitted first  by  the  W.  M.  to  the  District  Deputy,  and  then  if  the  W. 
M..  lodges  or  brethren  are  not  satisfied,  direct  a  reference  through 
the  D.  D.  to  the  Grand  Master. 

We  think  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  square  properly  with 
the  usage  in  our  own  jurisdiction. 
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We  find  the  committee  on  Chartered  Lodges,  who  Jtoborionaly  re- 
ported all  inaocuracies— for  which  they  dmvrve  the  highest  enoom- 
iam— recommended  *'  that  all  the  incorrect  reports  be  referred  to 
the  Grand  J3»inii1iii  j  with  instructions  to  return  them  to  the  several 
XfOdgesfor  correction/'  Adopted  A  most  excellent  move,  and  one 
which  will  do  more  for  the  protection  of  correct  returns  than  the 
simple  pointing  out  of  errors. 

The  consideration  of  the  several  following  Grand  I«odges  for  recog- 
nition Was  further  postponed,  because  of  imperfect  knowled><e  of 
these  Grand  Bodies  :  Spain,  Portugal,  Old  Mexico,  Vera  Cruz,  Bra- 
zil, La  Repnblica  Argentine,  and  Venezuela,  also,  that  of  Victoria, 
but  to  the  GrdUd  Lodge  of  South  Australia  fraternal  greetings  were 
extended. 

Brother  Silas  E.  Sheldon  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Secretary. 

This  latter  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  covering  160 
pages.  Alabama  for  1881,  is  among  those  reviewed,  and  the  writer 
hereof  is  greatly  gratified  at  finding  himself  with  so  able  a  supporter 
beside  him.  Having  already  exceeded  the  limit  set  for  our  review  of 
each  Grand  Lodge,  we  close  with  quoting  Brother  Brown's  entire 
"  conclusion."  Brevity  is  said  to  be  the  soul  of  wit.  This  possesses 
this  ingredient,  and  is  at  the  same  time  very  caustic— we  italicise  one 
word  : 

'*  The  foregoingr  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  reading  Masons  of  Kansas." 

KENTUCKY,  1885. 

M.  W.  Brother  John  Grubbs  Orndorff  Grand  Master,  opened  in 
ample  form  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  at  its  Eighty-sixth  Annual 
Communication  on  October  25,  1885. 

The  Grand  Master  bewails  the  increase  in  the  army  of  non-affiliates, 

and  says  : 

The  evil  of  non-affiliation  is  a  growing  evil,  and  nothing  should  be 
done  that  has  a  tendency  to  interfere  with  ready  affiliation  of  those 
brethren  who  desire  to  renew  their  fealty  and  resume  labor  with  us. 

l?he  Grand  Master  recommended  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
providing  for  forcibly  compelling  the  return  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
of  the  books,  &c.,  of  a  defunct  Lodge,  believing  that  this  would  en- 
able many,  who  perforce  through  the  uon-performance  of  this  duty, 
are  unable  to  obtain  the  necessary  certificate  through  which  to  apply 
for  affiliation  to  become  affiliated  with  other  Lodges. 
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A  special  committee  having  had  under  consideration  since  the  Ust 
annual  communication,  the  project  of  devising  some  method  of  au- 
thorizing and  constitutionally  providing  for  the  consolidation  of  one 
or  more  weak  lodges  with  one  strong  and  able  lodge  reported,  that 
they  had  by  circular  advised  with  the  several  ablest  masonic  writers 
of  the  several  jurisdictions,  but  found  great  diversity  of  opinioo. 
Nevertheless,  they  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  look- 
ing to  that  end.  No  action  was,  however,  had  upon  it  at  this  com- 
munication. 

In  all  of  this  large  mass  of  the  proceedings  there  is  nothing,  how- 
ever, that  so  touched  the  heart  of  ourself  like  the  introduction  to  this 
Grand  Lodge  as  a  Master  Mason  of  one  who  had  been  a  beneficiaiy 
of  that  noble  institution,  the  Masonic  Widows  and  Orphans  Home  of 
Kentucky.  Well  may  the  masons  of  Kentucky,  with  the  poet  of  old, 
Ifxclaim  : 

**£xegi  monumentum  fere  perennius." 

Brother  Bernard  Gratz  Witt  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Hiram  Bassett  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  James  W.  Stanton  made  the  correspondence  report.  Ala- 
bama for  1884  receives  fraternal  notice. 

Of  our  attempt  to  imitate    Kentucky    in  providing  for  the  widow 

and  the  fatherless,  he  says  : 

Action  on  the  Masonic  Home  and  College  was  deferred  until  the 
first  evening  of  the  next  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  Graft  of  Alabama  do  not  intend  to  rush 
into  this  grand  project  without  fully  maturing  their  plans  for  a  com- 
plete success.  Much  better  to  take  plenty  of  time  and  fully  mature 
the  plans  than  plunge  headlong  into  halt  matured  plaus  and  then  be 
compelled  to  undergo  the  mortification  of  having  to  withdraw  for 
want  of  proper  support.  Our  success  might  have  been  more  satis- 
factory had  we  matured  our  financial  plans  with  more  care.  We  re- 
joice that  we  have  had  so  much  success,  but  we  could  have  been 
saved  so  much  vexation  had  some  of  our  financial  giants  taken  hold 
of  it  and  presented  a  good,  sound  financial  plan  in  the  beginning. 

With  this,  however,  we  must  bid  him  adieu— and  au  revoir. 

LOUISIANA,  1886. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  1886,  was  held  the  Twenty-fourth  Annual 
Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  with  Grand  Master 
David  R.  Graham  in  the  East. 

The  Craft  seems  to  be  in  a  declining  condition  Members  fewer 
this  year  than  last.  And  on  this  subject  and  some  of  the  causes  and' 
remedies  the  Grand  Master  dwells  at  considerable  length.    Among 
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other  thiDgs  he  deplores  the  syRtem  of  life  membership,  and  to  this, 
whether  properly  or  not,  he  attributes  moch  of  the  iDertness  and 
apathy  the  precursor  of  death  in  lodges  He  thinks  also  that  high 
fees  have  something  to  do  with  it,  remarking  : 

On  the  other  hand,  in  addition  to  ether  inducements  held  ont  by 
ephemeral  organizations,  sprung  up  within  the  past  decade,  and 
seeming  to  sap  the  support  that  otherwise  might  have  been  given  to 
the  Craft  of  Freemasonry,  a  prime  factor  has  exerted  much  to  ac- 
complish this  diversion  the  comparatively  nominal  cost  that  ennbles 
applicants  to  gratify  curiosity  and  secure  something  like  insurance. 
Hoth  of  th'-se  incentives  are  potent  with  mankind  Masonry  has  no 
.  connection  with  either,  and  cannot  be  permitted  to  have.  We  initiate 
those  who  apply  on  account  of  the  fnvorable  opinion  they  have  al- 
ready formed  of  our  institution.  I  hey  do  not  seek  insurance  or  any 
other  benefit  for  themselves  beyond  that  which  is  conferred  by  our 
teachings,  and  the  opportunity  afforded  to  be  beneficial  to  humanity. 

The  Committee  on  the  Address,  referring  to  that  portion  which  al- 
luded to  the  fees,  says  : 

This  leads  your  committee  to  consider  the  possible  effect  of  offer- 
ing some  inducen^ent,  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  to  those  who  would  be 
of  us,  if  their  means  permitted  ;  or  in  other  words,  to  reduce  the  fees 
for  degrees.  It  may  be  urged  that  such  a  step  would  tend  to  destroy 
the  exclusivenesR  of  our  institution,  and  permit  those  actuated  solely 
by  idle  curiosity  or  unworthy  ambition,  to  crowd  our  portals. 

The  mere  question  of  fees  has  not,  and  never  will,  deter  this  class, 
but  serves  as  an  effectual  barrier  to  those  who,  worthy  and  well 
qualified,  do  not  consider  themselves  justified  in  seeking  that  light  by 
wbich  we  work.  Your  committee  are  in  full  accord  with  the  views  of 
the  M.  W.  Qraud  Master,  and  favor  the  redu  -tion  of  fees  for  degrees. 

The  proceedings  are  of  local  interest  only,  yet  we  were  beguiled 
into  following  them  through,  for  they  indicate  that  oar  brethren  of 
Louisiana  are  determined  in  whatever  they  undertake,  to  do  it  well 
and  zealously. 

Our  quondam  acquaintance  and  friend,  Joseph  P.  Horner,  was 
elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  James  C  Batch elor  Grand  Secretary. 

Among  the  proceedings  we  see  that  a  stenographer  is  provided  for 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  and  from  this  we 
infer  that  that  he  is  presumed  to  do  his  work  within  reasonable  hours, 
and  not  when  others  are  at  rest,  as  is  the  case  with  other  less  luxuri- 
ous jurisdictions. 

Brother  Wm.  R.  Whittaker  made  the  report  on  Correspondence, 
reviewing  ours  for  1884,  most  fraternally.  Like  others,  he  laughs  at 
the  various  objections  urged  by  the  several  commit  roes  on  chartered 
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lodgea,  to  the  position  of  the  seal  as  ''not  plnmb,"  upside  dowo," 
orank  sided,'*  &c.  Yet,  if  it  is  proper  for  a  thing  to  be  done,  it  is  right 
that  it  should  be  well  done.  Of  the  prospective  report  on  the  Powers 
and  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters,  he  anticipates  perhaps  almost 
too  maoh,  bat  the  qnestion.  so  far  as  these  powers  may  be  in  Ala- 
bama, is  settled.  We  fail  to  find  his  views  on  this  subject  under  Vir- 
ginia. 

Under  Arizona  he  dissects  the  oration  delivered  toQrand  Lodge,  ex- 
posing its  faults  and  defects,  with  unsparing,  yet  gentle  hands. 

We  fully  agree  with  him  in  the  following  : 

# 

Wherever  a  Mason  is  in  nred,  his  brothers  should  aid  him  without 
hope  of  fee  or  reward.  Debit  and  credit  make  uo  part  in  such  ac- 
counts. It  is  an  advantage  to  a  good  Mason  to  bf  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  practice  practical  charity.  He  ought  to  be  thankful  for  the 
occasion  for  the  exorcise  of  brotherly  relief.  Neither  lodges  nor 
Masons  have  a  claim  to  be  reimbursed  for  anything  that  may  have 
been  done  in  the  way  of  benevolence,  whether  the  benevolence  be 
exercised  with  reference  to  mernb*  rs  of  the  Order,  their  families, 
those  dependent  upon  them,  or  the  profane. 

And  of  attaching  a  life-insurance  appendage  to  Masonry,  he  well 
and  truly  says  : 

Life  insurance,  at  best,  is  a  hazardous  mode  of  investment  The 
best  life  insurance  companies  of  the  country  are  engaged  in  a  work  of 
competition.  'Ihese  admirably  managed  finnncial  institutions  cer- 
tainly can  afford  a  greater  security  to  an  investor  than  our  hap-hazard 
organizations  fastened  here  and  there  on  the  Masonic  body. 

MAINE. 

Th^  Seventy-Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  4th  May,  1886,  Grand  Master  Fessenden  J.  Day  presid- 
ing. From  the  tabular  statement  of  the  Lodges  and  their  work,  we 
find  that  the  nniuber  of  members  was  increased  during  the  year  by 
near  140.  While  there  were  107  affiliations  there  were  239  dimia- 
sions  and  269  deaths.  The  Suspensions  for  N.  P.  D.  was  large, 
though  the  number  of  Raisings  was  624. 

On  the  subject  of  applications  for  Dispensations  to  confer  the  de- 
grees within  the  time  prescribed,  we  are  pleased  to  find  the  Grand 
Master  expressing  our  sentiments  so  fully  and  so  welL 

I  have  been  asked  to  grant  Dispensations  to  enable  Lodges  to  re- 
ceive and  act  upon  petitions  in  les^  ihan  the  required  four  weeks, 
as  their  petiiinner  in  each  case  was  about  to  go  away.  I  have  in- 
formed them  that  it  was  the  sentiment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  such 
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DispeDsatioDs  shoald  only  be  granted  in  cases  where  the  applicant 
had  been  unable  to  present  his  petition  in  season,  and  not  in  oases 
where  he  had  resided  a  long  time  near  a  Lodge  withont  discovering 
that  it  was  an  excellent  institation  to  belong  to  until  he  is  aboat  to 
leave  home,  and  suddenly  remembering  that  it  may  be  of  material 
benefit  to  him  in  places  he  is  about  to  visit.  I  also  informed  them 
that  I  wonld  gladly  grant  the  Dispensation,  if  they  could  assore  me 
that  their  petitioner  had  been  urutble  to  apply  in  season,  if  he  had 
desired  to;  and  the  result  has  been  that  I  have  issued  no  Dispensa- 
tions for  petitions  of  this  kind. 

The  finances  are  in  a  most  healthy  condition.  There  is  nothing 
so  depressing  as  the  struggling  with  a  great  debt,  whether  to  an  indi- 
vidual or  a  corporation.  The  Charity  Fund  has  on  baud  $29,6*50. 
The  Grand  Master  laid  before  the  Grand  Lodge  a  request  to  mark 
•  with  a  suitable  stone  the  graves  of  all  P.  G.  Ms.,  but  the  Finance 
Committee  to  whom  the  matter  was  referred  reported  un  follows, 
which  is  in  accord  with  a  declaration  of.  our  Grand  Lodge  made  but 
a  few  years  ago: 

No  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  feel  a  deeper  sympathy  for  the 
relativ  s  and  fiiends  of  our  late  brother,  nor  have  they  a  deeper 
regret  for  the  unfortunate  circumstances  of  the  case,  than  do  the 
members  of  the  Finance  Committee  whose  names  Hre  h^re  attached. 
But  while  our  sympathies  are  aroused  and  our  heirts  tender,  yet  we 
cannot,  in  accordnnco  with  our  views  of  the  use  to  which  Grand 
Lodge  funds  should  be  devoted,  recommend  that  any  sum  of  money 
be  so  appropriat-d,  ♦specially  when  we  consider  the  number  of  un- 
marked and  unnumbered  graves  of  Masons  which  lie  extended 
throughout  the  republic.  No  monumental  structure  can  bring  our 
brother  nearer  to  our  hearts.  We  therefore  recommend  that  no  ac- 
tion be  taken  on  this  subject. 

The  Committee  on  Returns  say  the  condition  of  the  Craft  is  en- 
couraging. Fewer  have  afiSliated,  more  have  died  than  during  the 
previous  year,  yet  the  numbers  have  increased. 

Brother  F.  I.  Day  was  re-elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Ira  Beiry,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Josiah  H.  Drummond  again  presented  the  report  on  Cor- 
respondence, Alabama  for  1885  being  of  the  number  reviewed. 

He  quotes  approvingly  and  recommends  it  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Masons  of  Maine  also,  what  Grand  Master  Bnnkhead  so  well  said 
about  '*  absenteeism  *'  on  the  disposition  of  representatives  of  Lodges 
to  idle  their  time  around  the  capital  or  attend  to  private  business 
when  they  should  be  in  their  seats  in  Grand  Lodge. 

He  styles  the  report  on  the  Powers  of  Grand  Master  **  the  great 
feature  of  the  Proceedings,"  and  commenting  thereon,  after  making 
liberal  extracts,  he  says: 
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We  have  giveD  enough  to  show  the  line  of  argument  of  the  com- 
mittee. Much  of  the  report  relates  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Alabama,  but  the  principles  enunciated  apply  to  the  Con- 
stitutions of  all  Grand  Lodges.  We  regard  the  argument  of  the  com- 
mittee as  a  complete  overthrow  of  the  modern  doctrine  that  the 
Grand  Master  has  no  powers  save  those  granted  to  him  by  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Having  heretofore  enunciated  our  own  views  of  what  constitutes 
a  severance  of  membership,  the  vote  of  the  Lodge  or  the  certificate 
of  such  vote  usually  termed  a  dimit,  we  give  you  Brother  Drum- 
mond's  views  on  this  subject: 

A  dimit  has  been  compared  to  a  deed,  which  it  has  been  said  is 
mere  evidence  of  the  grant.  This  proposition  in  relation  to  a  deed  is 
neither  sound  law  nor  in  accord'ince  with  practice.  A  deed  is  (he' 
means  by  which  (he  (itle  is  passed ;  it  is  not  mere  evidence,  but  is  the 
means  by  which  the  grantee  acquires  the  title.  In  olden  times, 
when  i\  man  conveyed  real  estate,  he  delivered  his  title  deeds  also  to 
the  grantee  as  muniments  of  title  :  it  is  true  that  when  a  deed  has 
been  executed  and  delivered,  and  is  afterwards  lost,  the  title  does 
not  revert,  and  the  grantee  does  not  lose  his  land,  provided  he  can 
prove  that  a  deed  of  it  had  been  executed  and  delivered  to  him. 

In  practice,  a  dimit  resembles  a  deed,  and  if  it  were  the  law  that 
the  dimit  is  really  the  means  by  which  the  membership  is  severed, 
the  parallel  would  be  complete.  In  most  of  the  jurisdictions  in 
which  it  is  held  that  the  vote  terminates  tbe  membership,  and  the 
dimit  is  held  to  be  only  evidence,  il  is  lrea(ed  qfler  it  is  issued  as  if  (he 
issving  and  delivery  of  ii  was  (he  means  by  which  (he  membership  is  sev- 
ered,  tor  it  mnst  be  surrendered,  or  proof  of  its  issue  and  loss  given, 
before  new  membership  can  be  acquired,  and  then,  if  the  candidate 
is  rejected,  it  is  returned  to  him,  but  if  he  is  accepted,  it  is  filed 
away  in  the  archives  of  the  Lodge  and  kept  there. 

The  report  is  not  a  particle  longer  than  that  which  preceded  it,  but 
the  limit  beyond  which  our  time  will  not  allow  us  to  pass  having 
been  reached,  we  must  leave  it.  Any  one  who  reads  one  of  Brother 
Drummond's  will  arise  from  it  with  the  consciousness  of  time  well 
spent  and  a  lot  of  Masonic  jurisprudence  and  history  acquired. 

MANITOBA,  1886. 

Manitoba  witnessed  the  Eleventh  Annual  Communication  of  its 
Grand  Lodge  on  the  lltb  February,  1886,  Grand  Master  C.  F.  Forest 
presiding.  There  has  been  a  very  considerable  increase  in  member- 
ship of  the  several  Lodgen  of  this  jurisdiction  since  last  return.  The 
finances  of  Grand  Lodge  appear  to  be  growing. 

Among  the  Dispensations  of  the  Grand  Master  we  note  one  to  the 
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S.  W.  of  a  Lodge  "to  assume  and  perform  the  duties  of  W.  M.  and 
confer  depjrees."  Why  this  was  necessary  we  do  not  exactly  see.  If 
the  W.  M.  was  absent  beyond  the  jurisdiction  or  would  or  could  not 
attend,  or  was  dead,  the  installation  ceremonies  provide.  In  this  we 
find:  *'  In  the  absence  of  the  Master  you  are  to  govern  the  Lodge, 
&c."  Now  the  question  arises,  If  the  Grand  Master's  Dispensation 
be  required  why  1  his  charge?  If  it  is  necessary  before  the  S.  W. 
would  be  qualified  it  might  be  withheld,  then,  who  would  "  govern 
the  Lodge."  We  opine  that  unless  there  be  some  local  statutory  pro- 
vision requiring  it,  the  issuance  of  the  Dispensation  was  supereroga- 
tory— an  uncalled-for  display  of  the  prerogative.  Another  question, 
also— Could  the  Grand  Master  have  prevented  the  S.  W.  from  per- 
forming these  duties,  so  long  as  the  S.  W.  was  a  worthy  member  of 
the  Order  ? 

He  however  refused  to  grant  a  Dispensation  to  confer  two  degrees 
on  the  same  Communication  on  a  brother  leaving  the  town,  **for  the 
reason  that  I  (he)  did  not  see  the  advisability  of  so  doing,  &c." 

The  Lodge  at  Tangier,  Morocco,  named  Al  Magtireb  Al  Aksa,  un- 
der the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  is  reported  as  doing  well. 
This  Lodge  works  in  Spanish,  and  asks  authority  to  use  the  Arabic 
and  French  iu  conferring  the  degrees.  It  holds  communication  with 
the  Lodges  of  England,  Ireland,  Scotland  and  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Spain,  but  not  with  any  of  obedience  to  the  Gran  Logias  of  the  vari- 
ous parts  of  Spain. 

Brother  Alfred  Person  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Wm.  G.  Scott,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

MARYLAND,  1885. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  met  in  its  Ninety-Ninth  Annual 
Communication  on  3tl  November,  1885,  Grand  Master  Johu  S.  Tyson 
in  the  East. 

We  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  number  of  active  Masons  in  this 
jurisdiction  is  shrinking,  for  more  dimitted  than  affiliated,  and  more 
died  and  were  suspended  than  were  initiated.  Yet  the  Grand  Master 
in  his  address  says  that  that  Grand  Lodge  '*has  cause  for  gratitude 
to  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe  for  the  continued  preservation 
and  prosperity  of  our  fraternity,"  Ac.  And  again:  "I  have  great 
pleasure  in  being  able  to  make  a  favorable  report  to  you  concerning 
the  condition  of  Freeuiusonry  in  this  State  " 

With  the  following  decision  we  most  heartily  agree: 
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1.  When  an  application  for  a  dimit  has  been  granted,  the  applicant 
immediately  ceases  to  be  a  member  of  the  Lodge,  before  the  certifi- 
cate has  been  actually  issued.  The  action  of  the  Lodge  can  not  be 
reconsidered,  and  membership  can  only  be  regained  by  application 
in  the  asnal  form,  and  ballot  thereon. 

Among  other  decisions  we  find  the  following.  When  we  had  the 
honor  of  providing  answers  to  the  various  conundrums  propounded 
to  a  Qrand  Master  by  astute  and  ingenious  Brethren  we  ruled  almost 
in  the  same  language  on  this  subject,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  sat  down 
on  us  and  we  were  squelched.  By  it,  it  was  decreed  that  no  unaffil- 
iated Brother  should  be  buried,  &c.,  ^. 

7.  A.  dimitted  Mason  is  not  entitled  to  Masonic  burial  as  a  mQHitir  of 
right,  but  the  Lodge  may  give  him  Masonic  burial  if  so  disposed. 
Cases  may  occur  in  which  this  would  be  eminently  prt»per,  as  for 
instance,  when  he  has  but  lately  dimitted  with  the  intention  of  affil- 
iating with  some  other  Lodge,  or  when  he  has  died  after  application 
for  membership,  and  before  action  thereon. 

The  applications  for  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Mexico, 
Vera  Cruz,  and  Victoria  were  passed  over  to  future  consideration,  but 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  met  with  fraternal  greeting. 

Brother  Thos.  J.  Shryock,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Jacob  H.  Medairy,  Grand  Secretary. 

MABYLAND,  1886. 

The  Semi-Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland, 
held  on  11th  May,  1886,  was. opened  by  B.  W.  D.  Grand  Master  6. 
L.  McCahan.  This  almost  completes  an  100  years  of  its  existence, 
only  six  months  more  being  necessary  to  complete  the  cycle. 

The  Grand  Master  subsequently  entered  and  assumed  the  gavel, 
and  in  his  address  felicitates  himself  and  the  Craft  at  the  fact  that 
the  Masonic  Temple  debt  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  so  that  it 
may  ere  long,  being  free  of  debt,  be  dedicated  to  the  purposes  of  its 
erection. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  are  few,  though  he  states  that 
many  questions  were  asked  which  only  required  that  he  should  point 
for  answer  to  the  Constitution  and  Edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  He 
found  the  majority  of  letters  received  were  propounding  these  ques- 
tions unofficially,  making  the  correspondence  of  the  Grand  Master 
unnecessarily  vulumioous. 

We  quote  from  the  address  what  follows  to  show  that  in  Maryland 
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there  is  an  opinion  prevailing  that  a  Grand  Master  has  some  *'  inhe- 
rent powers,"  however  much  this  may  be  disputed  elsewhere: 

The  Master  of  one  of  the  Lodges  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  brought 
to  my  attention  the  fact  that  two  of  the  brethren,  members  of  his 
Lodge,  had  a  disagreement  in  the  Lodge  room  in  the  Masonic  Tem- 
ple after  adjournment  of  the  Lodge,  making  slanderous  charges  one 
against  the  other,  and  that  they  had  instituted  suits  for  damages  in 
civil  courts  in  the  City  of  Baltimore.  I,  in  company  with  the  Wor- 
shipful Muster  of  the  Lodge  in  question,  visited  these  brethren  and 
endeavored  to  use  our  good  offic-s  to  dissuade  them  from  further 
action  in  the  premises,  knowing,  as  we  did,  that  the  Fraternity 
would  be  scandalized  and  brought  into  disrepute  by  trial  of  the  case. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  thar  our  efforts  failed.  I  then  summoned  the 
brethren  to  appear  before  me,  which  they  did;  when  I  informed 
theui  that  unless  the  matter  was  amicably  settled  between  them,  im- 
mediately, and  the  case  withdrawn  from  court,  I  would  suspend 
them  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry;  and,  if  necessary 
to  protect  the  institution,  I  would  cull  a  Lodge  of  Emergency  and 
try  them  for  gross  un masonic  conduct.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  this 
had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  brethren  agreed  to  submit  their  griev- 
ances to  arbitration,  the  arbiLrators  to  be  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Master,  and  the  matter  was  amicably  settled  between  them.  This 
was  a  case  in  which  I  considered  it  proper  for  the  Grand  Master  to 
use  all  the  power  of  his  prerogative  to  protect  the  institution. 

This  Grand  Master  thinks,  and  so  do  we,  that  the  report  on  Corres- 
pondence should  in  some  way  be  passed  upon  by  Grand  Lodge  be- 
fore publication  in  the  proceedings.  This  could  readily  be  done  if 
Grand  Lodge  would  require  that  it  should  be  printed  before  its  ses- 
siou  and  a  copy  be  put  into  the  hands  of  every  representative  and 
referred  to  a  committee  for  revision. 

We  find  the  following  resolution  adopted  at  this  Communication 
which  we  kindly  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  those  who  hold 
that  a  Grand  Master's  powers  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  Oonsti- 
tation : 

Resolved,  That  the  decisions  reported  by  the  Grand  Master  be  ap- 
proved, and  that  we  renew  the  oft-repeated  approval  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Maryland  of  the  doctrine  of  the  inherent  paramount  power 
of  the  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Thomas  J.  Shryock  was  re-elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  J.  H.  Medairy,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  by  Brother  William  J.  Wroth  covers 
140  pages,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  forty-four  Grand  Lodges,  and 
of  these,  some  for  two  years,  well  may  he  say,  **  although  the 
reviewing  of  these  several  Grand  Lodge  proceedings  entails  a  very 
large  amount  of  labor." 
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From  his  introduction  we  copy  a  very  sensible  view  which  expUins 

itself : 

As  for  the  different  resolutions  aimed  at  bodies  claiming  to  be 
Masonic,  otber  tban  tboHe  over  which  Symbolic  Grand  Lodges  have 
exclusive  control,  we  claim  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  such, 
aiid  we  intend  to  let  them  alone.  Every  Grand  Lodge  has  the  right 
to  make  laws  to  govern  its  own  constituents,  and  so  long  as  they 
make  no  laws  to  affect  us,  it  is  none  of  our  business. 

Of  our  report  on  the  "Powers  and  Prerogatives  of  the  Grand 
Master,"  he  says  : 

An  exhaustive  report  on  the  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters  wa« 
adopted.  It  would  spoil  it  to  quote  any  portion,  and  we  can  only 
recommend  our  brethren  to  read  it  in  full.  Our  only  apology  for 
quoting  this  long  document  beiug  that  it  fully  expresses  the  views 
entertained  by  our  Grand  Lodge. 

And  copying  the  entire  report. 

MASSACHUSETTS,  1885. 

The  One  HuncTred  and  Fifty-Second  Grand  Annual  Communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  venerable  Commonwealth  was  held 
on  the  9th  December,  A.  D.  1885,  with  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Grand 
Master  presiding.  There  was  during  the  year  a  very  great  increase 
in  the  active  membership  of  the  Order. 

The  refusal  of  the  Grand  Master  to  grant  a  Dispensation  for  a  new 
Lodge  at  some  point  in  the  State  because  *'the  indications 
did  not  warrant  the  expectation  that  it  would  be  a  strong  and  lasting 
addition  to  our  Roll  of  Lodges,"  meets  with  our  hearty  approval,  and 
we  hope  that  ere  long  the  same  caution  and  sound  discretion  may  be 
exercised  in  Alabama. 

Durinf^  the  year  the  Grand  Master  issued  a  Charter  for  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Lodge  in  Chili. 

Of  Masonry  the  Grand  Master  says: 

We  teach  what  is  true  and  noble,  and  offer  ample  opportunities  for 
the  development  of  mind  and  heart.  Truths  that  ennoble,  purify, 
and  blesH  our  race  Jir«'  repeatedly  impres.sed  upon  us.  Let  us  duly 
appreciate  our  opportunities  and  loyally  exemplify  the  tenets  of  our 
Order.  Let  this  Brotherhood,  which  has  withstood  the  power  of 
crowned  heads,  and  thus  far  livt^l  down  the  opposition  of  misguided 
men,  which  has  survived  the  centuries,  and  still  presses  onward 
with  vigorous  step,  which  stands  with  its  face  toward  the  rising  sno, 
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ready  to  hail  the  coming  day  of  **  peace  on  earth  and  good-will 
among  men,"  receive  onr  most  cordial  support,  our  unfailing  interest, 
and  onr  fraternal  devotion.  Then  may  we  rejoice  in  the  consolation 
of  having  done  our  part  in  extending  the  benefits  of  our  Order  to  our 
fellow-men,  and  in  oringing  in  the  reign  of  universal  pence. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was  recognized  and  frater- 
nally greeted. 

The  staid,  able  and  systematic  manner  in  which  all  the  business 
of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  transacted  elicits  our  admiration.  That  be- 
fore it  at  this  session  was  of  purely  a  local  character. 

Brother  A.  H.  Rowland  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Sereno  D.  Nickerson  Grand  Secretary. 

Again  we  have  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

MICHIGAN,  1886. 

M.  W.  Brother  James  H.  Farnum,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  ample 
form  the  Forty-Second  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Some  little  increase  in  numbers  was  achieved,  though  those  sus- 
pended numbered  more  than  half  of  those  raised. 

This  is  a  peripatetic  Grand  Lodge,  and  on  this  occasion  met  at 
Detroit,  to  which  place  tbey  were  welcomed  by  P.  G.  M.,  J.  W.  Mc- 
Grath,  who  thus  spoke  of  Masonry  : 

It  is  characteristic  of  this  institution  of  ours,  remarkable  only  in 
contrast  with  others,  that,  while  other  organizations  have  grown 
powerful,  only  to  divide  into  factions  by  reason  of  differences  in  doc- 
trine, each  adopting  a  different  creed.  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  has 
maintained  its  original  organism. 

As  the  area  of  its  intiuence  has  broadened,  local  habitations  have 
become  necessary  and  have  increased  in  number;  but  there  has  been 
no  modification  of  tenet.  We  all  meet  upon  the  same  level,  act  by 
the  same  plumb,  and  p»rt  upon  the  same  square.  The  same  starry- 
decked  heaven  canopies  us  all;  the  same  Jacob's  ladder  reaches  from 
earth  to  heaven— not  a  single  round  added  or  taken  away.  The  hot- 
test conflicts  arise  between  courts,  between  States,  and  in  church, 
resulting  in  disorganization  and  dismemberment;  but  in  the  pres- 
ence of  forbearance  and  truth.  Masonry  is  intrinsically  the  same 
everywhere. 

In  the  entire  absence  of  any  general  or  inter-jurisdictional  code, 
conflicts  of  jurisdictiou  are  rare  and  ephemeral.  Schism  in  Masonry, 
like  a  sore  upon  a  healthy  body,  heals  quickly,  by  virtue  of  the  re- 
cuperative power  in  the  system  itself.  The  strength,  glory  and 
beauty  of  Masonry  in  the  isles  of  the  sea,  is  the  strength,  glory  and 
beauty  of  Masonry  here  and  everywhere.  This  is  not  the  result  of 
chnDce.  There  is  some  basic  principle  underlying  the  structure. 
Masonry  instructs  by  types  and  symbols.     It  is  not  so  much  the  writ- 
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ten  as  it  is  the  unT^rittco  law  of  Masonry  that  is  the  secret  of  thi^ 
wonderful  vitalitj  and  cohesive  power — the  law  of  haman  sympathy, 
of  human  kindness,  of  human  brotherhood,  of  charity,  love,  traced 
by  the  finger  of  God  upon  the  human  heart.  The  supreme  authority 
iu  Masonry  is  that  higher  law,  which  Masonry  everywhere  recognizes, 
everywhere  invokes.  This  Grand  I^dge  interprets  that  higher  law, 
and  applies  it  to  individual  action.  Ihe  presence  of  this  representa- 
tive aggregation  of  the  wisdom  of  the  State,  charged  with  such  an 
exalted  function,  is  to  us  an  honor,  und  on  behalf  of  my  brethren  of 
Detroit,  I  extend  to  you  all,  individually  and  collectively,  a  welcome, 
not  only  to  our  hearthstones,  but  to  our  hearts. 

We  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  largeness  of  those  Masonic 
hearts. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  of  which  P.  M.  J.  W.  McGrath 
was  chairman,  made  a  lengthy  and  exhaustive  report  on  the  question 
as  to  the  effect  of  an  objection  after  ballot,  and  the  conclusion  was 
expressed  in  the  following  amendments  to  Grand  Lodge  regulations: 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend: 

That  section  eight,  of  article  fifteen,  of  Grand  Lodge  Regulations, 
be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

**  Section  8.  Though  a  candidate  may  be  elected  by  a  unanimous 
ballot  to  receive  any  degree,  if  before  it  is  conferred,  the  Master  is 
satisfied  that  he  is  unworthy,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  refuse  to  confer 
the  degree;  or,  if  before  the  degree  is  conferred,  any  member  of  the 
Lodge  objects,  the  Master  shall  thereupon  declare  the  candidal)  re- 
jected, and  such  rejection  shall  have  the  sime  force  and  effect  as  a 
rejection  by  ballot. 

*•  The  election  of  a  brother  to  membership  is  final;  no  objection 
made  after  election  shall  change  the  result." 

These  were  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge,  and  agree  with  the  opinions 
governiug  these  matters  in  Alabama. 

Brother  Michael  Shoemaker  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  William  P.  Innes,  continuing  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  the  latter,  cover- 
ing 355  pages,  a  volume  in  itself,  reviewing  the  proceedings  of  fifty- 
five  Grand  Lodges,  and  among  them  Alabama,  for  1884.  He  speaks 
kindly  of  Grand  Master  Bankhead's  address,  quoting  liberally  there- 
from. Turning  from  the  acts  of  Grand  Lodge  to  our  report,  he  says: 
* 'Michigan,  for  1884,  occupies  a  page  of  Brother  Pillao's  report. 
Guess  we  would  have  had  more  if  we  had  dished  up  Alabama  for 
1883."  We  write  when  wo  see  anything  that  we  think  will  interest 
our  immediate  Bretnren,  and  not  to  make  a  lengthy  and  expensive 
report,  and  for  the  same  reasons  put  as  few  of  our  own  thoughts 
before  them  as  possible.     We  know  something  of  the  kindness  of  oar 
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Brother  Innee*  heart,  and  are  certain  he  did  not  mean  all  that  may 
he  inferred  from  the  words.  He  loves  peace,  and  harmony,  and  con- 
cord, and  is  pleased  with  them,  as  see  : 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  report  a  £ict  made  manifest  after  a  pemsal 
of  the  proceedings  reviewed,  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  among 
oar  American  Grand  Lodges,  and  that  brotherly  love  abounds. 

We  do  not  know  how  we  may  have  pleased  the  Brother  this  time, 
but  we  are  through. 

MINNESOTA,  1886. 

The  Thirty-Third  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  January  12th,  A.  D.  1886,  A.  L.  5885,  as  the  printed  re- 
cord says,  (Brother  Pierson  will  have  to  read  proof  more  carefully,) 
with  Grand  Master  Henry  B.  Durey  in  the  East. 

Five  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  new  Lodges  were  granted 
during  the  year,  and  the  Grand  Master  says  they  were  refused  in 
many  more  because  he  deemed  it  "unwise  for  the  Brethren  to  under- 
take to  sustain  a  Lodge.*' 

Bnsines'i  strictly  local. 

Brother  B.  H.  Gove  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  is  published  a  very  abstruse  dissertation  by  the  Grand  Orator, 
Brother  George  Wells  Lawson,  on  the  inherent  properties — cultivable 
aptitudes,  and  moral  and  intellectual  attainments  of  man — but  ending 
with  a  glorious  apostrophe  to  Masonry.  We  have  room  for  only  ope 
extract      We  wish  we  could  give  you  the  whole  of  it: 

After  the  inscription  of  the  decalogue  on  the  tablets  of  stone  by 
Moses,  the  great  Architect  of  the  Universe  has  given  us  from  time  to 
time,  through  prophets  and  kings,  through  the  Messiah  and  inspired 
apostles  extended  revelations  of  his  own  perfections  and  multiplied 
precepts  by  which  man  may  advance  himself  in  the  scale  of  being 
and  develop  the  grand  possibilities  inherent  in  his  nature.  As  these 
divine  and  inspired  teachings— attractive  schedules  of  moralities  with 
sequential  beatitudes  tabulated  vices  with  attendant  iufelicities  and 
disasters,  have  been  handed  down  from  age  to  age,  they  have  been 
the  basis  of  effort  for  all  discreet  people  who  would  enrich  their  being 
and  make  their  lifetime  the  augury  of  pure  companionship  in  the 
eternal. 

We  hail  with  pleasure  the  report  on  correspondence  from  the  pen 
of  our  worthy  Brother  and  friend,  A.  T.  G.  Pierson,  consisting  of  112 
pages,  and  we  find  he  has  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  his  com- 
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mnnicatioD  od  January  12th,  our  Grand  Lodge  having  been  held 
early  in  December,  previous.     Quick  work  for  Brother  Sayre. 

He  heartily  indorses  the  ruling  of  Grand  Master  Bankhead,  that  ed 
objection  after  ballot  being  stated  in  open  Lodge,  with  the  reasons 
therefor,  became  the  property  of  the  Lodge,  and  their  validity  should 
be  determined  by  the  Lodge. 

He  neither  indorses  or  denies  the  position  taken  by  the  Alabama 
Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  on  the  powers  of  a  Grand  Master,  but 
quotes  the  report  entire. 

MISSISSIPPI,  1886. 

M.  W.  J.  B.  Morgan,  Grand  Master,  opened  the  Sixty-Eighth  An- 
nual CommunicMtion  of  the  Graud  Lodge  of  this  State  on  the  10th 
day  of  February,  1886. 

In  consequence  of  a  depleted  treasury  the  Grand  Master  announced 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  Grand  Lecturer  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  preceeding  Grand  Lodge,  and  he  recommended 
an  increase  in  the  dues  of  the  Lodges. 

The  Grand  Master  granted  several  dispensations  for  conferring  the 
degrees  out  of  time,  and  refusing  many  others. 

We  confess  to  an  admiration  of  the  independent  firmness  that,  un- 
der the  present  pressure  of  enlightened  public  opinion,  can  yet,  so 
justly  and  masonically,  decide  as  follows  : 

**The  Grand  Master  knows  of  no  reason  why  any  commercial  busi- 
ness of  the  country,  recognized  by  the  law  of  the  land  as  lawful, 
fehonld  not  be  permitted,  so  far  as  Masonic  law  is  affected,  in  the 
rooms  owned  by  the  Craft,"  •  •  •  «But  the  vice  of  the  age  is 
drunkenness,  resulting  from  the  excessive  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and 
such  is  the  fruitful  source  of  nearly  all  the  crimes  and  immorality 
condemned  by  the  decalogue.  It  is  the  result  that  shocks  the  civil- 
ized world,  and  the  vain  effort  to  find  a  remedy  for  it,  that  causes 
Christendom  to  cry  aloud  against  even  the  use  of  liquors.  Whilst 
there  is  nothing  unlawful  or  unmasonic  in  letting  your  rooms  for  the 
purpose  indicated,  ami  your  Lodtjc  may  use  Us  own  pleasure  in  the 
maittr,  yet  the  Grand  Master  would  prefer  that  none  of  the  Lodges 
in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  would  permit  their  property  used  for  pur- 
poses from  which  harm  to  the  public  morality  does  frequently 
result. " 

This  Comuiunication  was  opened  with  an  estimated  deficit  for  the 
current  year  of  more  than  $l,r)()0.     A  cause  for  grave  apprehension. 

A  memorial  from  one  of  the  subordinates  was  presented  and  re- 
ferred, praying  for  some  modification  of  the  law  of  ''perpetual  juris- 
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dictioD.**  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  however,  reported  ad- 
versely, and  were  sustained. 

In  reading  over  these  proceedings  we  are  struck  with  the  number 
and  value  of  the  reports  on  jurisprudence.  They  go  to  make  up  a 
useful  compendium  for  Masters  of  Lodges. 

Brother  B.  T.  Eimbrough  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  J.  L   Power,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  by  Brother  A.  H.  Bartlett.  Ala- 
bama comes  in  for  her  share  of  attention  from  her  very  near  neigh- 
bor.    He  says  : 

No  new  questions  have  been  brought  forward  for  discussion.  Now 
and  then  we  meet  with  those  which  were  common  topics  a  decade 
ago,  but  which  have  been  amicably  adjusted,  except  Perpetual  Juris- 
diction. Physical  Disability  and  the  Powers  of  the  Grand  Master. 
These,  no  doubt,  will  be  discussed  so  long  us  Masons  are  menj  and 
each  brother,  therefore,  who  is  so  disposed,  can  have  his  say  on 
these  subjects.     We  have  had  ours,  and  therefore  remain  silent. 

MISSOURI,  1886. 

By  the  pamphlet  before  us,  we  are  introduced  to  the  Sixty-sixth  An- 
nual Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  held  on  12th 
October,  1886,  with  Grand  Master  James  W.  Boyd,  presiding.  Ma- 
sonry is  in  a  thriving  condition  here,  and  u umbers  more  than  26,000 
of  the  good  citizens  of  Missouri,  and  during  the  recess  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  no  less  than  nine  lodges  were  formed  under  dispensation .  Of 
these,  six  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

The  Grand  Master  cited  several  instances  in  which  a  Lodge  had 
tried  the  accused  of  unmasonic  conduct,  and  though  fully  proven, 
and  in  one  case  admitted,  the  party  having  been  found  guilty  of  a 
felony  io  the  criminal  court,  thus  spoke  : 

What  strange  ideas  some  of  our  brethren  must  have  in  reference  to 
^'unmasonic  conduct ;"  indeed,  I  seriously  fear  that  we  are  in  danger 
at  this  point.  Too  man}'  of  our  Lodges  are  induced  to  look  with 
leniency  (sometimes  called  charity— save  the  misnomer—)  upon  wil- 
ful violations  of  the  law,  Mas  nic  and  moral.  They  allow  their  sym- 
pathy for  the  accused  brother  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  enforcement 
and  vindication  of  our  principles.  They  shield  the  violator  of  Ma- 
sonic Ihw  from  Masonic  punishment,  through  a  morbid  sentimentality  ; 
and,  by  so  doing,  they  strike  a  fatdl  blow  at  the  prosperity  and  good 
name  of  the  Institution  which  they  love  so  well. 

Brethren,  as  I  nm  in  the  act  of  retiring  from  thi^  office,  I  desire  to 
send  through  you,  here  assembled,  a  special  Uisl  message  to  the  ab- 
sent brethren  of  every  Lodge  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.     It  is  this : 
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« 

If  you  love  Freemasonry,  punish  those  who  violate  her  laws  and  trample  her 
s<usred  precepts  beneath  their  J  eel ! 

This  exhortation  may  be  applied  by  all  of  ns. 

There  is  mach  trnth,  some  poetry,  and  great  eloquence  in  the  fol- 
lowing apostrophe  to  Masonry  from  the  Grand  Master's  address  : 

The  world  is  moving  at  an  accelerated  speed.  Twenty  miles  an 
hour  must  give  way  to  thirty,  thirty  to  forty,  forty  to  sixty,  sixty  to 
seventy.  Old  methods  of  business  are  considered  rninoos.  Men 
work  by  the  lightning  express  and  electric  flash.  They  talk  by  tele- 
phone, sleep  b}'  the  clock,  eat  by  the  watch,  and  hnrry  back  to  busi- 
ness. They  now  have  no  time  to  consider  questions  outside  of  busi- 
ness matters,  if  they  demand  thought  or  study.  We  have  no  time  to 
be  profound  ;  to  thit>k  out  the  problems  of  life  We  have  no  time  to 
reflect  ;  no  time  to  read  works  requiring  thought  or  study  for  com- 
prehension. We  have  no  time  to  digest  solid  literary  food  In  our 
mad  rush  and  haste  in  life  we  feed  on  literary  soups,  syrnp  and  cakes. 
We  eat  no  literary  or  philosophical  moat.  Work  of  statesmanship, 
moral  philosophy  and  metaphysics  lie  dust-covered  upon  the  library 
shelves,  while  a  light,  trashy,  useless  literatare  i^  the  literature  which 
brings  the  money  in  the  market.  Hence  everybody  is  slightly  edu- 
cated, few  are  thoroughly  educated.  We  have  many  politicians,  few 
statesmen.  We  have  no  time  for  anything  profound.  Glossy  gener- 
alities of  sophistical  theories  having  no  foundation  in  fact  or  philo- 
sophy, are  accepted  without  investigation  by  society  in  its  present 
hurried  and  feverish  condition  Haste,  activity,  energy,  discovery, 
invention,  innovation  and  change. 

Such  a  day  is  a  propitious  time  for  the  growth  of  false  doctrines, dan- 
gerous ideas,  erroneous  theories,  pernicious  fallacies,  destructive  and 
ruinous  tendencies  and  practices.  Things  old,  are  discarded  because 
they  are  old  ;  things  new,  are  accepted  because  they  are  new.  The 
ruttless  band  of  innovation  would  strike  down  every  thing  sacred,  and 
destroy  everything  **two-years  old"  or  upward.  From  the  sowing  of 
these  seeds  we  may  expect  to  reap  the  harvest  of  the  cyclone. 

Among  the  most  pernicious  doctrines  which  grow  in  such  a  soil,  is 
Agnosticism.  Already  it  is  spending  much  time  and  wasting  much 
talent  in  vainly  endeavoring  to  dethrone  God,  and  to  enthrone  in  His 
stead  a  sort  of  omnipotent,  blind  Nothing,  by  which  it  hopes  to  re- 
move the  foundation  of  all  morality,  virtue,  obligation,  duty^,  law, 
order,  obedience,  and  thus  to  leave  the  world  in  doubt,  perplexity, 
distrust  and  chaos,  followed  by  disorder,  disaster,  ruin  and  death. 

Great  and  momentous  revolutions,  full  of  destiny,  are  going  on 
around  us  In  these  silent,  powerful  conflicts  what  part  does  Ma- 
sonry perform  ?  Is  Masonry  a  real,  living,  active  power,  whose  in- 
fluence is  felt  in  shaping  and  controlling  these  revolutions,  in  whose 
womb  sleep  the  de&tinies  of  generations  yet  u  born  ?  What  are  we 
doing,  as  an  Institution,  to  control  and  properly  direct  the  still,  broad 
deep  current  of  human  destioy  which  is  swiftly  flowing  past  us? 

Out  upon  the  plains  of  Egypt,  anchored  to  a  granite  foundation, 
built  with  a  mathematical  skill,  demonstrating  an  accurate  knowledge 
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of  astroDomy,  stands,  in  all  its  magnificeDt,  unapproachable  grandeur, 
the  great  Pyramid,  the  first  of  the  **8even  wonders  of  the  world." 
For  more  than  four  thonsand  years  the  storms  of  sand  and  dast  and 
heat  have  beat  about  its  base  in  vaiu  ;  for  more  than  foar  thousand 
years  it  has  stood  a  silent  spectator  of  the  conflicts  of  the  ages,  and 
looked  down  with  an  undisturbed  serenity  upon  the  rise  and  fall  of 
Nations,  Empires  aud  Kingdoms.  Althougn  of  origin  so  remote  as  to 
be  uncertain,  yet  the  skill  and  accuracy  displayed  in  its  erection,  sur- 
pass the  skill  and  accuracy  of  the  best  work  of  our  day.  There  U  stands, 
coming  up  out  of  an  unknown  past,  hoary  with  age,  yet  fresh 
with  beauty,  venerated  for  iti>  antiquity,  yet  new  in  its  Hccuracy  iMid 
skill  ;  a  study  of  to-day  ;  a  model  of  architecture ;  a  monament  of 
genius  ;  firm,  immovable,  abiding  forever. 

So,  Brethren,  out  upon  the  plains  of  this  active,  restless,  changeful, 
dangerous  age,  there  arises,  amidst  this  unrest,  doubt,  perplexity  and 
Agnosticism,  like  the  great  Pyramid,  the  Masonic  Order,  built  upon 
the  idea  of  a  Supreme  Ruler,  beginning  and  ending  in  the  Grt-at 
Architect  of  the  Universe,  coming  up  out  of  the  deep  unknown  past, 
hoary  with  age,  yet  new  and  fresh  with  thought  and  principles  ;  con- 
servative, yet  progressive  ;  old,  yet  always  youug  with  truth  ;  formal, 
yet  vital  ;  profound,  yet  simple  ;  symbolic,  yet  clear  ;  silent,  yet 
speaking  with  power,  in  and  through  all  the  avenues  of  thought  and 
feeling— permanent,  changeless,  abiding  forever.  Against  its  foun- 
dations the  waves  of  Atheism  are  brokeu  and  dashed  back  into  a  sea 
of  confusion,  like  the  waves  of  the  Levant  when  they  strike  the  im- 
movable granite  of  Gibraltar. 

Amidst  this  wild  storm  of  change,  when  every  ship  upon  life's  sea 
is  hard  pressed,  when  every  little  batteau,  witb  its  precious  freight, 
is  swinging  up  and  down  upon  the  wavelets  whii-h  roll  beneath  it,  • 
ah  !  when  amidst  all  this  pressure  upon  the  weary,  anxious,  toil-worn 
hurried  human  heart  and  brain,  a  morbid  desire  for  excitement 
usurps  the  place  of  duty,  wheu  liberty  is  fust  drifting  into  license, 
when  sober  reflection  is  about  to  cease,  when  character  is  becoming 
weak  and  pi  istic,  when  love  of  money  roots  out  the  love  of  truth, 
when  dissipation  becomes  the  alternative  to  labor,  when  this  fever  of 
modern  life  is  praying  upon  modern  integrity,  then,  as  if  built  for  the 
hour,  as  if  predestined  for  the  times,  and  foreordained  to  cope  with 
these  evils,  the  Masonic  temple  rises  in  its  stately  beauty  and  grand- 
eur, bright,  calm  and  serene,  reflecting  the  iridescent  rays  of  her 
Great  Light,  buttressed  upon  the  existence  of  the  *'one  true  and  liv- 
ing God,''  and  girded  with  the  iron  girders  of  truth  to  the  eternal 
principles  of  right  These  waves  of  sacreligious  change  fall  harmless 
at  its  base  ;  these  storms  of  mutability  rQur  around  its  columns  with- 
out effect ;  the  mutterings  of  Agnosticism  die  away  in  its  c«>rridors, 
without  a  resounding  echo  in  its  halls.  The  flood-tide  of  these  new, 
false,  destructive  ideas,  doctrines  and  teachings  is  stayed  against  this 
barrier.  Masonry  is  indeed  one  of  the  gre>it  conservative  forces  of 
our  times  ;  not  only  molding  the  character  and  lives  of  her  members, 
but  exerting  a  world-wide  influence  promotive  of  the  welfare  of  mil- 
lions of  our  race  who  never  saw  its  **%/U." 

And  thus  has  Masonry  stood,  powerful  and  conservative,  checking 
the  wildest  passions  of  men  in  the  darkest  hours  of  the  most  fearful 
revolutions  of   the  past ;  thus  Masonry  stands  to-day,  holding,  or 
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helping  to  hold,  in  check  the  e\il  tendencien  of  oar  timeR  ;  making 
men  more  thoughtful,  earnest  and  true  ;  binding  them  with  her  beau- 
tiful symbolic  cords  to  that  which  is  changeless ;  projecting  their 
lives  out  on  the  basis  of  an  immortality  ;  teaching,  at  all  times,  benev- 
olence and  charity  ;  fraternity  and  fidelity. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  visited  by  Poet  Laureate  P.  G.  M.  Robert 
Morris,  of  Kentucky,  who  delivered  a  very  interesting  little  addresR 
on  the  Universality  of  Free  Masonry,  as  he  found  it  in  his  travel  in 
Europe  and  Asia. 

Brother  George  B.  Hunt  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  John  D.  Vincil  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Vincil  presented,  as  usual,  an  excellent  and  vigorous  report 
of  the  proceedings  of  such  Grand  Lodges  as  had  been  received. 
Among  them  we  find  Alabama  for  1885. 

He  quotes  the  conclupion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
powers  of  a  Grand  Master,  and  thus  comments  : 

We  are  willing  to  admit  that  the  Grand  Master  may  be  a  law  unto 
himKelf  where  there  is  no  written  law.  In  fact«  such  is  generally  the 
way  it  goes.  But  for  Grand  v| asters  to  override  the  plain  law  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  as  is  so  often  the  case,  we  have  no  plea  to  offer  in  their 
behalf.  Alabama  has  licensed  her  Grand  Masters,  by  the  above,  to 
do  things  outside  of  **  the  written  Constitution.'*  He  possesses  such 
powers  inherently  or  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution.  If  inherently^  how 
can  such  powers  be  *  ^prohibited  by  the  toritten  Constitution*'  in  any  case, 
as  is  expressed  m  the  above  extract ?  The  Committee  admitted  in 
the  above  that  in  fome  instances  certain  *'powers"may  be  ^'expressly 
or  by  uecessary  implication  prohibited  'by  the  written  Constitationy 
How  can  prerogatives  or  powers,  which  inhere  in  the  office  of  Grand 
Master,  be  prohibited  by  a  irritten  law  !  The  admission  that  such  pow- 
ers may  be  reaudated  or  prohibited  by  "  the  written  Constitution," 
simply  proves  that  they  are  not  prerogatives  at  aU,  and  gives  away 
the  claim  that  they  inhere  in  the  office.  To  prohibit  inherent  pohoerSj 
destroys  the  office  in  which  they  inhere.  Trerogativeisiu  is  simply 
weak  and  indefensible,  and  the  above  proves  it. 

We  do  not  propose  to  argue  the  question,  for,  in  our  opinion,  the 
position  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  is  the  correct  one,  and  the 
arguments  of  her  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  on  this  subject  un- 
answerable. 

The  Committee  on  ''Masonic  Home,"  appointed  at  the  last  commu- 
nication, made  a  report  showing  the  formation  by  charter  of  the 
association  of  Masonic  Home,  and  a  fund  prepared  of  more  than 
$48,000.  With  this  beginning,  and  equal  zeal  for  a  score  of  years, 
Missouri  may  yet  rival  Kentucky. 
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MONTANA,    1885. 

The  Twonty-First  AoDual  CommuDication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Montana  was  opened  by  M.  W.  Brother  Samuel  W.  Langhorn,  Grand 
Master,  on  7th  October,  1885. 

We  extract  from  Grand  Master's  address  a  very  astonishing  an- 
nonnceroent,  and  we  give  the  entire  paragraph  because  it  contains  so 
full  and  complete  a  justification  of  Masonry: 

And  now,  my  brethren,  I  would  gl  -dly  close  this  review  of  my 
stewardship,  did  I  not  feel  that  I  owed  a  duty  to  Masonry  which  I 
should  not  shirk.     It  would  be  fanpleasanter  for  me  to  praise  than 

-  to  condemn.  Early  m  the  beginning  of  my  administration  of  this 
high  office,  my  attention  was  called  incidentally  to  a  pamphlet  issued 
by  a  Master  of  one  of  the  Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction,  bitt<  rly  assail- 
ing the  Holy  Bible  and  casting  ridicule  upon  its  teachings.  This 
was  soon  followed  by  another  of  like  import.  To  this,  however,  I 
paid  but  little  heed  until  my  attention  was  called  to  them  by  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  who  wrote  to  me  upon  the 
suggestion  of  several  of  the  brethren,  who  thought  the  matter  worthy 
of  consideration.  About  the  same  time  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
brother  who  is  the  author  of  the  pamphlets.  I  replied  at  some 
length,  and  among  other  things  that  I  tnought  he  had  erred  and 
had  inflicted  a  severe  blow  upon  Masonry,  and  that  I  thought  he  had 
better  resign  the  gavel. 

In  the  broad  light  of  the  civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century  it 
seems  foolish  to  be  called  upon  to  define  the  relation  that  the  Holy 
Bible,  as  one  of  the  great  lights,  holds  to  Masonry  It  has  been 
established  as  the  "  Book  of  the  Law,"  and  among  our  first  lessons 
in  Masonry  we  are  taught  tbat  *Mt  is  the  inestimable  gift  from  God 
to  man  as  a  rule  and  guide  for  our  faith  and  practice,"  and  I  can  not 
conceive  how  any  Mnson  can  cast  reproach  upon  or  bring  into  ridi- 
cule God's  Holy  word.  No  matter  whether  it  is  formulated  as  oar 
Bible  or  the  Koran  of  Mohammedan,  so  long  as  it  is  recognized  as  a 
book  of  .the  law  and  is  regarded  as  the  essential  law  of  a  nation  or 
people.  We  do  not  in  fact  teach  any  religion  but  that  of  Masonry, 
but  a  belief  in  God  is  an  indispensable  requisite  to  a  man*s  being 
made  a  Mason.  This  must  carry  with  it  a  belief  in  God's  law.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  impugn  any  one's  conscientious  motives,  nor  do  I 
desire  to  look  upon  this  matter  than  from  a  Masonic  standpoint.  A 
man  has  a  right,  no  doubt,  to  be  an  Atheist  or  an  Infidel,  but  he  can 
not  hv  both  and  be  a  Mason.  We  place  the  Bible  upon  oar  altar; 
upon  it  our  obligations  are  taken  and  we  are  taught  that  it  is  one  of 
the  great  lights  in  Masonry.  I  can  not  do  better  than  quote  the  lan- 
guage of  a  Grand  Master  of  Missouri  upon  this  subject,  in  which  he 
uset)  the  following:  "  How  any  Mason  can  avow  such  a  belief,  or 
rather  want  of  belief  in  a  book  which  he,  among  his  first  lessons  in 
Masonry  was  tautjht,  was  the  'inestimable  gift  from  God  toman' 
and  given  as  a  rule  and  guide  of  his  faith  and  practice,  is  more  than 
I  can    understand.     What  may  I  ask  constitutes  a  belief  in  God  in 

#the  sense  that  we  use  it,  as  an   indispensable  requisite  to  a  man's 
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being  made  a  MasoD  ?*'  I  annwer  anbesitatingly  that  snch  a  declara- 
tiou  from  a  candidate  is  to  be  taken  in  its  broadest  sense  and  to 
mean  that  his  belief  in  Grod  is  such  a  belief  as  has  entered  his  heart 
and  prepared  him  to  be  made  a  Mason.  That  his  belief  in  God  is  to 
be  taken  as  a  declaration  that  it  not  only  means  more  than  the  bare 
fact,  that  there  is  a  Supreme  l^eing,  the  conception  of  whom  is 
bounded  by  the  physical  senses,  contracted  to  their  narrowest  limits, 
bat  that  belief  is  in  God  as  the  ^reat  Creator  and  Rnler  who  watches 
over  all,  and  as  he  is  taught  farther  on  **  will  reward  as  according  to 
our  merits."  It  implies  a  belief  in  God*s  Law  as  laid  down  in  the 
great  light  of  Masonry  and  the  heart  which  conld  conceive,  or  the 
lips  that  woald  utter,  sach  sentiments  as  expressed  in  the  pamphlets 
above  alluded  to,  are  recreant  to  every  principle  and  teaching  of 
Masonry.  It  implies  a  decent  respect  for  the  feelings  and  opinions 
of  others,  which  is  lacking  in  any  one  who  would  utter  such  senti* 
ments.  It  implies,  without  evasion  or  mental  reservation,  a  hearty 
concurrence  in  the  moral  law  as  laid  down  in  Article  I  of  the  old 
Charges,  which  say  ''a  Mason  is  obliged  by  his  tenure  to  obey  the 
moral  law,  and  if  he  rightly  understands  the  Art  he  will  never  be  a 
stupid  Atheist  or  an  irreligious  libertine  "  What  then  should  be 
done?  Are  such  doctrines  subversive  of  Masonry?  For  my  part  I 
think  they  are,  and  I  do  not  see  how  any  one  holding  such  views  can^ 
be  a  Mason  in  the  full  and  free  acceptation  of  the  term.  I  am  aware" 
that  I  am  treading  on  delicate  gVound,  but  dreadful  diseases  require 
heroic  treatment.  The  knife  must  be  applied  to  the  cancer,  and  the 
sooner  the  better;  if  we  would  prolong  a  healthy  growth,  one  course 
alone  must  be  right.  Let  us  find  it  and  follow  it.  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  bring  this  matter  squarely  before  this  Grand  Lodge  and  I 
hope  it  will  issue  no  uncertain  sound. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence,  in  the  absence  of  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  inter-masonic 
code  offered  by  that  Grand  Lodge,  for  the  consideration  of  other 
Grand  Lodges,  and  at  the  same  time  what  they  termed  ''Modified 
Resolutions,"  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurispru- 
dence, to  be  reported  on  at  their  next  communication.  The^e  latter 
are  as  follows  : 

MODIFIED     BESOLUnONS. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Montana, 
assents  to  and  approves  the  following  general  principles  of  Masonic 
law,  and  agrees  to  govern  herself  thereby  in  all  her  dealings  and  in- 
tercourse with  other  Masonic  Jurisdictions  that  wiU  recognize  and 
abide  by  the  same: 

1.  A  majority  of  the  Lodges,  not  less  than  three  in  any  Country, 
State,  Province  or  Territory,  may  lawfully  organize  a  Grand  Lodge 
for  their  own  government,  with  all  the  powers  conceded  to  and  exer- 
cised by  any  independent  Grand  Lodge,  provided  all  the  lodges 
within  such  territorial  limits  have  been  notified  and  invited  to  par^- 
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oipate  in  snch  organization,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  thns  cirganized 
shall  thereafter  have  the  exclusive  right  of  organizing  new^Jod^es 
within  8nch  Country,  State,  Province  or  Territory,  and  those  receiv- 
ing charters  from  any  other  source  shall  be  held  as  irregular. 

2.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana  formed  by  and  representing  only 
lodges  conferring  the  three  degrees  £.  A.,  F.  G  ,  and  M.  M.,  and  the 
auxilliary  degree  of  P.  M.,  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  will  not  assume 
to  pass  upon  the  claims  of  any  other  organizations  whether  claiming 
to  be  Miisonic  or  otherwise,  or  dictate  to  the  members  of  its  lodges, 
what  other  associations  or  organizations  ihey  may  connect  themselves 
with,  so  long  as  its  rightful  and  exclusive  control  of  Blue-lodge  Ma- 
sonry is  not  infringed  or  interfered  with,  or  the  allegiance  of  its 
members  perverted. 

3.  Lodges  under  whose  local  jurisdiction  any  sojourning  mason 
shall  commit  any  masonic  offense,  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction 
to  try  and  punish  therefor,  with  the  lodge  in  which  the  offender 
holds  membership. 

,  4.  Any  person  whose  application  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  has 
once  been  rejected  in  a  Lodge  of  one  Grand  Jurisdiction,  who  has 
permanently  removed  to  another  Grand  Jurisdiction  and  has  resided 
therein  continuously  for  not  less  than  one  year,  may  petition  am-w 
without  being  required  to  secure  a  wwiver  of  jurisdiction. 

5.  Should  any  matter  of  difference  or  contention  arise  between 
her  and  any  sister  jurisdiction,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana  agrees 
to  submit  the  matter  to  friendly  arbitration  and  will  not  resort  to 
edicts  of  non-intercourse. 

6.  No  Masonic  Lodge,  organization  or  member  shall  make  or  seek 
to  enforce  a  claim  for  reimbursement  for  money  or  services  bestowed 
as  manonic  charity,  except  by  special  and  positive  agreement  at  the 
time  the  money  was  loaned  or  the  services  rendered. 

We  omit  those  of  Louisiana  because  they  are  before  you  Brethren. 

As  Alabama  is  moving  in  the  matter  of  D.  D.  Grand  Masters,  which 
we  believe  will  materially  benefit  the  Craft  throughout  the  jurisdic- 
tion, we  doubt  not  that  she  might  learn  something  of  use  on  this  sub- 
ject from  our  young  sister  of  Montana,  who  is  struggling  in  the  same 
laudable  direction. 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the 
Grand  Master*s  address  heretofore  quoted  iu  relation  to  a  W.  M. 
who  had  published  some  pamphlets  against  the  *'Book  of  the  Law," 
made  the  following  report : 

Your  Special  Committee  to  whom  you  referred  that  portion  of  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master's  address,  referring  to  certain  pam- 
phlets or  books  written  and  promulgated  by  a  certain  Worshipful 
Master  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction,  in  which  the  author  denounces  in 
bold  and  defiant  terms  the  fundamental  principles  upon  which  pur 
institution  is  planted,  to-wit :  Faith  in  God  and  a  hope  of  a  future 
state  of  reward. 

The  said  author  also  ridicules  the  teaching  of  the  ''Book  of  the 
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Law"  which  Masonry  proclaimH  to  be  the  "First  Great  Light"  in  oar 
Order,  and  declares  himself  as  holding  no  allegianoe  to  the  Bible  or 
its  God. 

For  these  reasons  yonr  committee  denounce  the  holding  and  pro- 
mulgation of  such  sentiments  as  High  Treason  against  Masonry  and 
totally  sabversive  of  all  its  teaching  and  foundation,  and  if  permitted 
to  pass  unrebuked  would  render  us  as  Masons  obnoxious  to  the  charge 
of  gross  hypocricy  and  dereliction  of  duty. 

xour  committee  feel  deeply  the  magnitude  and  importance  of 
responsibility  resting  on  them  from  the  fact  that  a  crime  of  such 
magnitude  charged  against  a  Mason  as  the  denial  of  our  ''Faith  in 
God"  and  hope  of  immortality,  has  never  before  come  up  before  this 
Grand  Lodge,  and  is  unknown  in  this  jurisdiction. 

In  view  of  these  facts  we  feel  a  delicacy  and  hesitancy  in  recom- 
mending such  punishment  as  we  belinve  should  be  inflicted  upon  one 
80  recreant  to  every  principle  of  our  loved  order. 

We  would  therefore  respectfully  refer  the  meed  of  punishment  of 
so  grave  a  crime,  to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  their  infliction. 

And  the  Grand  Lodge  determined  to  have  charges  preferred  and 
the  Brother  put  upon  trial. 

Brother  Joseph  A.  Hyde  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Cornelius  Hedges  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  and  a  very  credit- 
able one  it  is.  Alabama  for  1884  appears  in  it.  Of  our  constitutional 
provision  for  suspension  for  non-payment  of -dues,  familiar  to  you  all, 
he  remarks  : 

There  is  a  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  at 
the  regular  meeting  preceding  the  June  festival  of  St.  John,  the  W. 
M.  shall  cause  the  Secretary  to  write  suspended^  opposite  the  name  of 
every  member  two  years  in  arrears  for  dues.  This  is  a  very  easy 
method  of  trial,  and  a  very  loose  and  slovenly  way  of  imposing  a  pretty 
serious  punishment.  It  was  held  that  if  the  W.  M.  neglected  to  in- 
struct the  Secretary  at  the  proper  time,  another  full  year  must  pass 
before  suspension  could  be  imposed. 

The  language  is  pretty  strong  (italics  ours),  but  we  only  reply  that 
each  should  be  allowed  to  exercise  his  own  taste,  always  however,  not 
detrimental  to  the  great  fraternity. 

Of  the  reference  of  the  question  as  to  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
Grand  Master  referred  to  our  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  he  is 
equally  outspoken,  and  we  fear  indiscreet,  for  when  he  shall  have 
read  the  report  of  that  committee,  we  think  he  will  at  least  conclude 
ihat  here,  in  this  jurisdiction,  where  the  question  arose,  that  the 
Grand  Master  does  possess  some  inherent  rights,  not  diminished  or 
curtailed  by  our  constitution. 
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The  Jurisprndexioe  Committee  wanted  time  to  say  whether  the 
Grand  Master  had  power  b.v  dispensation  to  suspend  provisions  and 
regnlations  of  the  constitution.  If  he  can  suspend  one,  why  not  all 
and  himself  included  ?  Constitutions  and  prerogative  powers  do  not 
consort. 

He  thinks  the  longer  the  consideration  of  the  establishment  of  a 
Home  and  College  is  postponed  the  better  it  will  be  for  us. 

Further,  we  cannot  dwell  with  Montana,  or  her  interesting  chair- 
man. 

NEBRASKA,  1886. 

t 

M.  W.  Manoah  6.  Reese,  Grand  Master,  presided  over  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska,  held 
June  16,  1886. 

Among  the  rulings  of  the  Grand  Master  may  be  found  the  following, 
which  we  quote  without  comment,  save  that  it  presents  a  very  strained 
construction  of  **free-bom." 

No.  7.  A  colored  man,  claiming  to  belong  to  a  lodge  in  the  inris- 
diction  of  another  Grand  Lodge,  sought  to  visit  a  lodge  in  this  juris- 
diction, claiming  he  was  * 'free-born,*'  and  a  lawful  Mason.  The 
Master  refused  to  admit  him.  (iuery  :  Was  this  correct  ?  Ansvoer :  If  he 
belonged  to  a  lodge  chartered  by  a  Graud  Lodge  which  is  recognized 
by  this  Grand  Lodge,  he  was  entitled  to  visit  the  lodge— at  least  his 
color  should  not  have  excluded  him.  As  to  his  being  "free-born,"  I 
think  **God  ma(}e  all  nature  free."  If  the  barbarous  laws  of  the 
American  Dark  Ages  were  so  framed  as  to  consign  an  infant  to 
bondage  during  its  life,  that  fact  is  no  indication  it  was  not  free-born. 

The  treasury  is  so  replete  that  the  Grand  Master  recommended  the 
return  to  the  subordinates  of  the  sum  of  $1.25  per  capita,  which 
would  amount  to  $8,216. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  in  their  report  say  :  ''We  recom- 
mend that  decision  No.  7  (that  above  quoted)  be  approved,  after 
striking  out  all  after  the  words,  'at  least  bis  color  should  not  exclude 
him." 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following  in  lieu  of  the  ''International 
Regulations"  proposed  by  Louisiana  : 

1.  A  majority  of  the  lodges  regularly  constituted  in  a  territory 
may  organize  a  Grand  Lodge,  with  all  the  powers  usually  conceded 
to  a  Grand  Lodge  ;  provided,  not  less  than  three  lodges  to  concur 
therein,  and  all  the  lodges  within  the  territory  have  been  duly  noti- 
fied of  the  intended  action  to  form  a  Grand  Lodge. 

8 
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2.  A  Grand  Lodge,  thns  legally  eonstitnted  in  a  new  territory,  is 
sovereign  over  the  whole  of  that  territonr,  and  all  the  lodges  therein 
located  mast  yield  obedience  to  her,  and  receive  new  charters  from 
her  or  be  considered  in  insubordination  and  irregular. 

4.  Charges  may  be  preferred  to  the  lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  a 
brother  is  sojourning  who  has  violated  any  Masonic  penal  law,  though 
he  be  not  a  memb(»r  of  that  lodge. 

6.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska  agrees,  that  should  a  matter  of 
contention  arise  between  her  and  some  fellow  Grand  Lodge,  if  not 
soon  amicably  adjusted,  it  will  be  referred,  the  fellow  Grand  Lodge 
consenting  thereto,  to  arbitration  for  final  determination,  and  without 
any  issuance  of  any  edicts  of  non-intercourse. 

Brother  Charles  B.  Coutant  was  elected  Grand  Master.      * 
Brother  Wm.  B.  Bowen  Grand  Secretary. 
There  is  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

NEVADA,  1885. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge, 
being  its  twenty-first,  held  on  the  9th  June,  1885,  with  Grand 
Master  Baily  in  the  East,  should  have  been  in  our  hands  for  review 
last  year,  but  they  were  not. 

Of  the  Craft  the  Grand  Master  says  :  "During  the  past  year  our 
numbers  have  decreased  slightly,  yet  our  general  condition  is  one  of 
healthy  and  vigorous  prosperity."  Much  of  the  address  is  devoted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  holding  only  biennial  oommuni- 
cations,  or  publishing  the  proceedings  biennially,  or  increasing  the 
tax  on  membership.  The  scarcity  of  money  in  the  exchequer  is  the 
cause  of  it,  yet  we  find  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  more  than  a 
thousand  dollars.  The  Grand  Lodge  repealed  the  resolution  as  to 
biennial  publication  of  proceedings. 

The  Grand  Lodge  exacts  $1  per  capita  from  the  Lodges. 

Brother  Michael  A.  Murphy  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  John  D.  Hammond  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Hammond  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing 
Alabama  for  1884. 

Of  the  movement  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  Home  and  Col- 
lege, he  says: 

The  Grand  Lodge  has  had  under  contemplation  for  several  yean 
the  establishment  of  a  Masonic  Home.  There  seems  to  be  consider- 
able eDthasiasm,  mingled  with  no  little  conservatism,  upon  the  sub- 
ject. It  iH  well  to  hasten  slowly  in  such  a  matter,  with  equal  accent 
on  both  words. 
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We  find  him  most  violently  opposed  to  any  inherent  rights  in  a 
Grand  Master;  yet  in  the  thoughts  which  we  give  below  he  thinks 
there  might  arise  ocoHsions  when  even  a  Grand  Master  whose  powers 
are  limited  by  a  constitution  may  set  it  aside,  and  thns  set  the  exam- 
ple to  trampling  upon  the  organic  law.     Whence  this  power? 

Certain  emergencies  are  apt  to  arise  daring  vacation  which  it  is 
well  to  meet  with  Dispensation,  but  this  power  ou^ht  to  be  expressly 
stated  in  the  fundamental  law.  The  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Nevada  grunts  to  the  Grand  Master,  in  terms,  power  to 
issue  Dispensations  io  the  following  enumerated  cases: 

1.  For  the  formation  of  new  Lodges  under  the  regulations  pre- 
scribed. 

2.  For  holding  elections  of  an  officer  or  officers  at  times  other 
than  the  regular  periods  prescribed. 

3.  To  ballot  for  and  confer  the  degrees  upon  candidates,  without 
the  reference  of  their  applications  to  committees. 

4.  To  receive  and  act  upon  the  petition  of  rejected  applicants 
within  a  less  period  than  the  twelve  months  prescribed. 

By  the  well-known  law  of  interpretation,  it  is  held  that  this  enu- 
meration excludes  the  power  to  grant  other  Dispensations.  Of 
course,  m  time  of  war  or  pestilence  or  other  great  calamity,  extra- 
ordinary and  undefined  powers  would  inhere  to  the  Grand  Master, 
as  indeed  they  do  an<i  must  to  every  Chief  Executive.  In  1875,  a 
great  fire,  almoHt  at  the  very  time,  made  it  seem  impossible  to  hold 
the  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada,  where- 
upon the  Grand  Master  by  proclamation  abolished  the  Annual  Com- 
munication for  that  year,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  1876  sustained  the 
action.  For  every-day  weather,  however,  we  of  Nevada  prefer  not  to 
sail  in  the  fog  of  undefined  individual  prerogative.  Indeed,  twenty 
years  ago,  we  of  these  mountains  formulated  what  seemed  to  us  to 
oe  the  Landmarks  of  Freemasonry,  and  there  thdy  are,  published  in 
a  book,  so  that  he  who  runs  may  read.  Formal  statement  by  the 
highest  authority  seems  far  better  and  safer,  as  a  guide,  than  the 
private  interpretation  of  the  misty  Say-So  of  the  Somebody. 

In  juxtaposition,  we  give  what  he  says  about  the  report  of  the  Ala- 
bama  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  on  the  powers  of  a  Grand  Master, 
only  mentioning  that  this  has  been  the  doctrine  for  sixty-five  years 
in  this  jurisdiction,  and  has  bred  no  disturbance,  and  that  in  our 
opinion  it  has  always  been  the  doctrine.  Yet  we  have  never  known 
of  any  great  stretch  of  authority  tending  to  injure  the  Craft.  In 
Nevada  the  powers  of  a  Grand  Master  are  limited  and  his  duties  fully 
described.  Yet  occasions  have  arisen  when  these  powers  have  been 
exceeded,  and  subsequent  Grand  Lodge  has  been  of  necessity  com- 
pelled to  acquiesce  in  the  wisdom  of  such  action.  Under  the  well 
recognized  rights  we  have  never  known  of  **  noisy  toranglingt**  nor 
have  we  ever  heard  of  any  such  **  assumption  **  as  he  himself  cites  : 


/ 


116  APPENDIX.  fl886. 

The  qaestioD,  ever  debated  and  never  settled,  of  the  prerogatives 
of  the  Grand  Master  forms  the  basis  of  an  able  report.  The  condii- 
sion  is  reached  that  as  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ala- 
bama is  silent  as  to  the  exact  powers  of  the  Grand  Master,  there- 
fore, such  powers  as  have  formerly  been  exercised  may  still  be  eoo- 
tinued,  altnongh  no  special  warrant  may  be  found  for  ihem  in  the 
Constitution.  The  conclusion  seems  to  be  just  enoneh.  The  prac- 
tical result,  however,  will  not,  we  fear,  prove  eminently  satisfactory, 
since  it  is  hardly  possible  to  get  two  Grand  Masters  to  agree  aa  to 
their  powers  under  the  lex  non  scripta.  It  occurs  to  us  that  it  is  bet- 
ter for  Grand  Lodge  ot  once  to  grapple  with  the  whole  question,  and 
by  constitutional  enactment  to  declare  that  the  Grand  Master  shall 
have  the  following  powers,  and  none  other.  Such  a  position  secures  a 
quiet,  uniform  administration,  every  way  preferable  to  the  noisy 
wrangling  and  oftimes  ignorant  assumption  c>om  amid  the  fog  moun- 
tains of  undefined  prerogative. 

NEVADA,  1886. 

Its  Twenty-Second  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  the  8th 
June,  1886,  with  Brother  Michael  A.  Murphy  presiding. 

There  was  given  to  the  preceding  Grand  Lodge  what  might  grow 
into  a  disastrous  cloud,  though  then  only  a  small  speck  of  war,  be- 
tween this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Utah.  At  this  CommunicatioD 
the  disagreement  seems  widening.  A  little  human  charity,  a  little 
of  the  belief  that  we  are  all  liable  to  err  and  that  none  of  us  are  per- 
fect, will  doubtless  heal  all  these  bruises.  And  we  are  glad  to  see 
our  Nevada  Brethren,  though  grossly  wronged,  still  offering  the  olive 
branch.     All  will  be  buried  away  by  the  next  Communication. 

The  Grand  L6dge  of  South  Australia  received  friendly  greetiug, 
but  though  extending  to  that  of  Mexico  her  ardent  sympathy,  Nevtda 
thought  it  not  prudent  to  recognize  her. 

Brother  Henry  Bolfe  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  John  D.  Hammond,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Hammond  again  made  an '  excellent  report  on  Correspond- 
ence. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  1886. 

On  the  27th  April,  1886,  was  held  the  Nineteenth  Annual  Commn- 
nication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  John  V.  Ellis, 
presiding. 

The  increase  in  numbers  during  the  year  was  slight.  Eight  times 
as  many  withdrew  as  were  re-inntated,  and  three  times  aa  many  were 
suspended  as  were  re-instated,  the  suspensions  having  slightly  in- 
creased during  this  year. 
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The  Grand  Master  reviewed  the  condition  of  affairs  between  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  that  of  Qnebec  in  a  most  concise  and 
masterly  manner,  and  of  this  he  says  very  justly: 

It  is  surely  a  matter  for  peaceful  settlement,  in  the  spirit  of  Free- 
masonry, and  not  a  cause  for  the  issue  of  fierce  manifestoes,  for 
violent  denunciations,  and  the  withdrawal  of  friendly  relations.  If 
Freemasonry  can  not  settle  its  difficulties  on  its  own  principles  and 
by  friendly  arbitration,  what  are  we  to  expect  of  the  armed  nations  ? 

And  of  the  Craft  generally  in  the  Province,  he  says: 

Although  we  do  not  progress  in  numbers  in  this  Province,  our  po- 
sition is  not  discouraging,  and  with  the  continuance  of  harmony  we 
may  hope,  with  improved  times,  to  surmount  whatever  diffictdties 
now  lie  in  our  path. 

The  whole  address  betokens  an  ardent  Masonic  spirit,  and  a  cool 
reflective  head. 

The  Grand  Lodge  declined  acting  at  this  session  on  the  applica- 
tions of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  Island  of  Porto 
Rico  for  recognition. 

Brother  John  V.  Ellis  was  again  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Edwin  J .  Wetmore  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1886. 

The  Ninety-Seventh  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  the  19th  May,  1886,  with  Grand  Master  Henry  E.  Burn- 
ham  in  the  East 

We  find  some  slight  decrease  in  membership  during  the  year. 

The  Grand  Master's  address  is  a  straight-forward,  business,  docu- 
ment, jumping  immediately  into  the  very  middle  of  his  subjects  and 
neither  consuming  time,  printer's  ink  or  money,  but  directing  the 
attention  of  the  Brethren  to  the  business  before  them. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  being  of  purely  local  interest, 
was  attended  to  with  dsipatch  and  yet  betokening  care  and  proper 
consideration. 

Brother  William  fi.  Burleigh  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Geo.  P.  Cleaves,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  A.  S.  Wait  again  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  and 
we  are  much  gratified  to  find  that  Alabama  for  1884  found  its  way 
that  far.    Such  good  fortune  was  not  allotted  to  us  last  year. 
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We  are  mnoh  pleased  to  learn  that  at  least  in  New  Hampshire  the 
Brethren  are  sufficiently  imbued  with  that  greatest  of  all  Masonic 
virtues,  Charity,  as  to  warrant  the  anticipation  that  an  Orphans* 
Home  may  yet  be  the  result  of  voluntary  con  tributions.* 

We  quote  from  bis  conclusion: 

In  the  department  of  jurisprudence,  while  diversity  of  opinion 
exists  upon  several  points  among  learned  Masons,  the  dibcusaions 
have  been  conducted  with  less  of  asperity  and  more  of  forbearance 
and  dignity  than  at  some  former  periods  within  our  remembrance. 
Under  the  influence  of  discussions  dictated  by  such  a  spirit,  while 
in  some  cases  ihe  differences  hive  nearly  or  quite  disappeared,  in 
most  the  local  differences  of  usage  have  been  so  adjusted  that  con- 
flict has  for  nearly  all  practical  purposes  disappeared;  and  thus  the 
institution  presents  one  united  whole  whose  power  in  the  moral 
world  is  seen  and  felt  in  nil  departments  of  human  progress. 

NEW  JEBSEY,  1886. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  like  that  of  Maryland,  held  her 
Ninety-Ninth  Annual  Communication.  This  was  held  on  the  27th 
January,  1886,  with  M.  W.  Brother  Joseph  W.  Condon  Grand  Mas- 
ter, presiding.  In  nnd  during. the  opening  of  the  Grand  Liodge  the 
following  hymn  was  sung  : 

{Air — HoMK  AoAiM.) 

Met  again,  met  again,  in  this  lov*d  retreat ; 

And  oh !   it  fills  our  souls  with  joy. 
Our  brothers  here  to  greet ; 

Here  friendship  beams  from  every  eye, 
And  smiles  on  every  face  ; 

There's  naught  on  earth  can  break  the  tie 
That  binds  us  to  this  place 

Trusting  hearts,  trusting  hearts,  here  each  other  greet ; 

Aod  oh  !  beside  our  happy  home. 
There's  not  a  place  so  sweet ; 

The  pride  of  wealth,  the  pride  of  birth. 
We  keep  without  our  door  ; 

Receive  the  humblest  son  of  earth. 
If  true,  we  ask  no  more. 

Friendship  sweet,  friendship  sweet,  lingers  %ound  the  place, 

And  on  each  heart  'tis  grav'd  in  lines. 
That  time  cannot  efface  ; 

We  meet  in  peace,  we  work  in  love. 
And  part  upon  the  square  ;  ^ 

And  unto  Him  who  rules  above. 
Lift  up  our  voice  in  prayer. 
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After  which  the  Grand  I<odge  was  declared  opened. 
Here  is  a  suggestion  made  by  the  Grand  Master  : 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  continues  to  exact  from  visitors 
to  its  subordinate  Lodges  as  a  condition,  a  sine  qua  non,  prior  to  their 
examination,  the  presentation  of  a  Masonic  certificate.  It  may  be  a 
fair  question  whether  our  Brethren  of  Massachusetts  nhould  be  per- 
mitted to  visit  freely  and  untrammeled  among  the  Lodges  of  New 
Jersey,  when  the  Lodges  from  which  they  hail  make  the  exaction  of 
Brethren  of  New  Jersey  of  an  article  which  this  Grand  Lod^^e  in  its 
wisdom  does  not  regard  as  a  prerequisite  of  any  Brother  to  entitle 
him  to  pay  a  friendly  visit. 

The  Gmod  Master  says,  "the  general  state  of  the  Craft  in  our  own 
jurisdiction  is  harmonious,  prosperous,  most  excellent  in  discipline, 
and  strong  financially." 

We  thiuk  he  is  somewhat  Utopian  when  he  says,  "  we  may  yet 
live  to  see  Masonic  Lodges  supported  by  voluntary  contribution." 

His  address  concludes  thus  beautifully  : 

The  institution  of  Free  Masonry  is  a  source  of  light  and  heat  where 
germs  of  sincere  friendBhip  grow,  '<and  no  fairer  blossoms  ever 
bloomed  in  kindly  soil."  Masonry  inspires  a  hope  of  never-ending 
life,  and  points  *'from  Nature  up  to  Nature's  God."  It  has  been 
blessed  of  Heaven,  and  has  ennobled  man.  It  is  the  **hand-maid  of 
religion,"  the  sister  of  virtue,  and  the  mother  of  a  precious  faith. 
"All  hail !  Masonry  divine." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was  recognised  and  fratern- 
ally greeted. 

Preparations  are  being  made  by  this  Grand  Lodge  for  a  jubilee  on 
the  occasion  of  its  centennial  communication  next  year. 

In  the  record  of  election  of  officers  a  star  is  attached  to  the  names 
of  those  who  were  unanimously  elected,  thus  disturbing  the  feelings 
of  such  as  were  not  and,  as  in  this  case,  there  was  but  one  such, 
it  makes  this  appear  as  a  slight. 

Grand  Master  Congdon  was  re-elected,  as  also  Brother  Joseph  H. 
Hough,  Grand  Secretary. 

At  the  installation  the  following  hymn  was  sung  : 

(ilir— AMBBICA.) 

Praise  ye  Jehovah's  name, 

Praise  through  His  courts  proclaim  ; 

Bise  and  adore ; 
High  o'er  the  heavens  above, 
Sound  His  great  acts  of  love; 
While  His  rich  grace  we  prove. 

Vast  as  his  power. 
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Now  let  our  voiceR  raisA  / 

TriamphaDt  sounds  of  praise, 

Wide  as  His  fame; 
There  let  the  harps  be  found, 
Organs  with  solemn  sound  ; 
Boll  your  deep  notes  around — 

Filled  with  His  name. 

While  His  high  praise  ye  sing, 
Strike  every  sounding  string; 

Sweet *the  accord! 
He  vital  breath  bestows  ; 
Let  every  breath  that  flows 
His  noblest  fame  disclose  ; 

Praise  ye  the  Liord. 

Thereis  a  very  interesting  report  from  the  committee  on  history, 
being  a  compendium  of  the  rise  and  progress  o?  Masonry  in  that 
State. 

Brother  James  A.  Norton  again  made  the  report  on  correspondence, 
reviewing  Alabama  for  1884,  most  fraternally  ;  for  his  notice  of  our- 
self  he  has  our  thanks. 

Ck>mmenting  on  the  disposition  evinced  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Colorado  to  greatly  change  the  complexion  of  thd  old  regulation  as 
to  the  perfect  man,  he  says  —having  quoted  the  report  of  the  minority 
of  the  committee  by  Brother  Carr  : 

Grand  Lodge  agreed  with  the  majority. 

We  invite  attention  to  the  tenor  of  the  resolution  appended  to  the 
minority  report.  We  have  no  means  of  judging  how  large  the  vote 
was  which  this  resolution  received,  but  the  fact  is  significant  that 
such  a  resolution  was  submitted  by  a  P.  G.  M.  whose  judgment  has 
so  far  the  confidence  of  this  Grand  Lodge  as  to  secure  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  most  important  of  its  committees.  Though  the  resolu- 
tion was  rejected,  it  would  seem  that  the  voting  had  in  it  somewhat 
of  encouragement  for  those  who  sympathize  with  the  minority;  for, 
immediately  after  the  disposal  of  the  reports  of  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  another  Brother  offered  a  resolution  precisely  the 
same  as  the  one  which  had  just  been  rejected;  and  it  seems  to  have 
been  voted  on,  for  the  record  says,  *'  motion  lost."  Why  the  Grand 
East  entertained  such  a  motion  we  fail  to  comprehend,  though  it  may 
have  been  done  on  the  assumption  that,  disconnected  from  the  re- 
port, it  presented  a  different  question  for  the  consideration  of  Grand 
.  Lodge.  But  we  are  less  concerned  about  the  parliamentary  features 
of  the  case  than  about  the  daring  spirit  of  innovation  manifested. 
No  landmark  can  stand  before  the' free  exercise  of  such  a  disposition. 
The  argument  used  here  can  easily  be  applied  to  other  questions;  it 
is  in  fact,  but  a  step  to  the  assertion  with  regard  to  any  regulation 
whatsoever— *Uhe  reason  of  the  law  has  failed,  therefore,  the  law 
*  itself  ceases  to  exist." 
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• 
Well,  the  minority  of  the  committee  may  be  right;  the  time  may 
come— and  from  the  restless  spirit  manifested  ia  some  of  the  newer 
iarisdictions  it  may  come  so  soon  that  Brother  Carr*8  confidence  may 
be  rewarded,  he  may  **live  to  see**  the  time— when  the  regulation 
nnder  consideration  will  be  legislated  oat  of  existence  ;  whether,  if 
that  time  shall  come,  it  will  be  evidence  that  **the  Masonic  institu- 
tion moves'*  in  the  right  direction,  is  another  matter. 

And,  on  the  same  subject,,  he  says  of  Brother  Parvin's  opinion, 
that  ''His  way  of  interpreting  compels  the  snbstitntion of  the  word 
imperfect  for  the  word  perfect  contained  in  the  law." 

NEW  MEXICO,  1885. 

The  Eighth  Annual  CommnnicAtion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this 
Territory  was  held  on  the  10th  November,  1885,  M.  W.  Brother  Cor- 
nelius Bennett  being  the  Grand  Master.  The  Proceedings  on  first 
page  announce  that  this  'Communication  opened  in  1884  and  the 
Grand  Master  in  his  address  having  spoken  of  the  prompt  publica- 
tion of  the  Proceedings  of  1884,  induced  an  examination,  to  find  that 
the  Proceedings  announce  a  What-yon-may-oall-em. 

There  are  thirteen  lodges,  with  a  membership  of  553,  being  67 
more  than  at  last  report- -no  very  great  gain,  but  sufficient. 

The  finances  appear  to  be  sufficiently  healthy,  a  balance  being  in 
the  treasury.  Yet  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  state  that  to 
meet  necessary  expenses  during  the  current  year  resort  must  be  had 
to  voluntary  donations,  and  recommend  the  raising  of  $300  by  that 
method. 

A  large  part  of  the  Proceedings  is  taken  up  by  the  publication  of 
all  the  testimony  in  the  trial  of  an  attorney,  an  M.  M.,  charged  with 
having  wrongfully  collected  some  notes,  &o. 

Brother  Max  Frost,  Santa  Fe,  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Alpheus  A.  Keen,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Frost  made  the  report  on  Correspondence,  complying 
strictly  with  the  wishes  of  Grand  Master  Bennett  in  its  preparation. 
These  views  were  thus  expressed  in  his  address.  Spe>iking  of  the 
report  on  Correspondence,  he  says: 

It  should  consist  of  a  synopsis  of  the  decisions  of  the  G.  M.  which 
are  sustained  by  his  Grand  Lodge;  a  list  of  the  Grand  Officers  for 
the  Masonic  year,  number  of  memberships  in  that  jurisdiction,  post 
office  address  of  the  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secretary,  and  short 
notes  of  comment  where  our  laws  may  differ  with  the  deciKion  ren- 
dered in  such  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  any  Grand 
Lodge  to  allow  its  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  to  descend 
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to  fnlsom  flattery  of  similar  committees  of  other  Grand  Lodges,  or 
to  HO  outside  of  Masooic  matters,  to  gi^e  place  to  anecdotes,  jokes 
and  other  irrelevant  matter,  snch  for  instance  as  the  ^i8tory  of  the 
finding  of  the  Mormon  Bible  by  J.  Smith.  Such  things,  in  my  <^in- 
ion,  are  not  called  for  in  the  proceedings  of  any  Grand  Liodge— and 
should  have  no  place  therein. 

NEW  YORK,  1886. 

The  One  Hnndi^ed  and  Fifth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  was  held  on  June  1st,  1886,  Grand  Master  Lawrence  presiding. 
This  jurisdiction  numbers  within  its  bordera  71,977  active  Masons. 
From  the  Grand  Master's  address  we  imagine  that  tiiey  mis  livs  Ma- 
sons in  deed,  contributing  liberally  to  the  wants  of  the  needy -asd 
ever  ready  to  assist  a  worthy  brother.  In '  this  great  gateway  to  enr 
vast  domain  the  calls  are  numerous,  many  pressing,  and  from  those 
of  all  nationalities  and  portions  of  this  vast  globe. 

Many  appUciitions  for  the  e8tabli^hment  of  new  Lodges  were  mad« 
to  the  Grand  Master,  but  for  reasons  which  he  assigns  that  the 
establishment  of  the  new  Lodge  would  interfere  with  and  probably 
impair  the  strength  of  those  existing  in  the  vicinity,  and  within  a 
few  years  there  would  be  two  or  more  weak  Lodges  in  lieu  of  one 
strong  one.  If  this  discretion  was  oftener  displayed  by  Grand  Mas- 
ters, the  registers  of  Graud  Lodges  would  carry  fewer  defunct 
Lodges. 

Of  an  application  for  the  establishment  of  a  Lodge  on  Foreign  ter- 
ritory, we  quote  all  that  he  says,  thanking  him  for  his  prudence: 

In  the  month  of  February  I  received  a  petition  from  a  lawful  num- 
ber of  brethren,  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Lodge,  to  he  located 
within  the  Republic  of  Honduras,  in  Central  America,  which,  as  I 
was  satisfactorily  informed,  is  unoccupied  Masonic  territory.  With- 
out entertaining  any  doubt  of  the  power  to  grant  such  Dispensation, 
nor  any  question  as  to  the  right  of  this  Grand  Body  to  establish  the 
proposed  new  Lodge,  it  seemed  inconsistent  with  our  true  interests 
that  this  step  should  be  taken. 

A  Lodge  located  at  sucb  a  distance  woald  be  difficult  to  govern. 
One  or  more  Lodges  thus  created  might  prove  a  fruitful  source  of 
those  complications  with  foreign  Grand  Bodies,  which  it  has  ever 
been  our  policy  to  avoid;  and  our  Constitution,  while  carefully  regu- 
lating the  manner  of  forming  new  Lodges  within  this  State,  makes 
no  provision  whatever  for  the  diffusion  of  Masonic  light  in  foreign 
countries,  and  seemingly  does  not  contemplate  that  this  will  be  done 
or  attempted  under  the  authority  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  In  view  of 
these  considerations  I  declined  to  grant  this  application,  and  now 
place  the  subject  before  you,  with  the  suggestion  that  some  expres- 
sion be  made  which  will  indicate  the  policy  deemed  most  wise  to  be 
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panned  in  future  with  resppot  to  the  establishmoDt  of  Lodges  be- 
yond the  borders  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Much  of  the  address  and  of  the  proceedings  is  oocnpied  with  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  debt  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  their  grand  Ma- 
sonic Temple,  and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  find  that  it  is  now  in  a  fair 
way  to  be  entirely  liquidated  and  obliterated  in  a  few  years. 

Brother  Frank  R  Lawrence  whose  likeness  adorns  the  introduc- 
tion to  this  pamphlet  was  again  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers  Grand  Secretary. 

Brothers  Jno.  W.  Simons,  Jesse  B.  Anthony  and  Charles  Lack- 
renter,  form  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  the  chairman,  ho;sr- 
ever,  we  think,  being  the  writer  of  the  report. 

Alabama  receives  kind  notice,  and  in  refereuce  to  the  report  of  our 
Committee  on  the  Powers  of  a  Grand  Master,  this  is  said: 

There  is  a  lengthy  and  carefully  prepared  report  from  ibe  Juria-- 
prudence  Committee  concerning  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master, 
the  conclusion  of  which  Is  that  the  Grand  Master  does  poraeas  and 
may  exercise  powers  and  prerogatives  outside  of  those  given  by  the 
written  constitution. 

We  respectfully  differ.  When  the  Grand  Master  is  installed  he 
freely  promises  to  be  governed  by  the  Constitution,  and  we  recog- 
nize no  right  in  himself  or  his  office  to  be  discharged  of  that  obliga- 
tion at  the  beck  of  his  own  will,  or  any  prerogative  whatever. 

We  do  not  think  that  the  inference  can  be  fairly  drawn  fr6m  that 
report,  that  it  is  either  asserted  or  intimated,  that  a  Grand  Master 
may  by  his  action  set  aside  any  of  the  requirements  of  the  constitution. 
We  think  it  is  very  clearly  announced  that  he  must  be  governed  by 
all  of  its  provisions,  but  that  where  that  instrument  is  silent  as  to  his 
duty,  he  must  look  to  the  usages  and  Landmarks  of  the  order  for  his 
guidance. 

The  report  is  an  interesting  one,  but  we  feel  constrained  to  leave  it, 
only  taking  advantage  of  the  information  of  the  committee  embodied 
in  the  following  : 

SociBTiEs  Forbidden  bt  the  Popb— From  Toronto,  Canada,  we 
hear  that  Archbishop  Taschereau  declares  the  accusation  of  Freema- 
sonry to  be  sufficiently  grave,  that  the  most  ordinary  charity  and 
justice  will  prevent  it  being  lightly  made.  In  a  circular,  the  Arch- 
bishop defines  the  three  kinds  of  secret  societies  reprobated  by  the 
Church  :  i^i'r^t— Freemasonry,  the  aim  of  which,  either  ostensible  or 
secret,  is  to  overthrow  the  Church  t>r  legitimate  authority,  and  which 
is  laid  under  the  ban  of  ex-communication,  and  reserved  for  absolu- 
tion to  the  sovereign  Pontiff  by  a  Bull  of  Pope  Pius  IX.     Under  this 
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head  are  included  FeniaDR.  Odd  Fellows,  etc.  Second — Societies  for- 
bidden on  pain  of  fin^ave  sin.  which  demand  inviolable  secrecy  and 
blind  obedience  to  the  leaders.  This  category  comprises  the  societies 
of  Knights  of  Labor.  These  are  not  under  reservation,  but  cannot  be 
absolved  if  they  persist.  T^trd—Donblfnl  and  dangerous  societies, 
which  have  a  deceptive  appearance  of  respectability,  misleading  the 
young  men.  These  are  to  be  combated  by  confessors,  and  among 
them  are  named  societies  formed  by  telegraph  operators,  ship-laborers, 
engineers,  rail way-cond actors,  iron-monlders,  glass-blowerp,  foresters, 
etc. 

NORTH  CAROLINA,  1886. 

In  Ninety-Ninth  Annual  Communication  was  convened  this  Grand 
Lodge  on  January  12th,  1886,  with  Grand  Master  Fabins  H.  Bnsbee 
in  the  East. 

Upon  looking  over  the  tabulated  returns  we  find  that  there  has 
been  no  loss  in  membership  but  the  gain  is  so  small,  only  three,  that 
the. craft  may  be  said  to  be  at  a  stand.  This  showing  is  not  so  good 
as  last  year.  But  we  hope  for  new  life  as  the  «*entury  of  the  exis- 
tence of  this  Grand  Body  closes,  which  it  will  do  ere  our  next  com- 
munication. The  Grand  Master  takes  a  hopeful  view  of  the  situa- 
tion : 

Upon  a  survey  of  the  whole  field,  the  outlook  is  decidedly  encour- 
aging. Purged  of  many  droues,  the  lodgei^  for  the  most  p;irt  are  in 
good  working  condition,  aud  hopeful  for  the  future.  Dispensations 
have  been  granted  for  the  establishment  of  ten  new  lodges,  and  sev- 
eral dormant  lodges  have  been  revived.  While  I  have  not  seen  fit  to 
deny  any  petition  for  new  lodges,  concerning  their  formation,  Lie- 
sire  to  BouDd  a  note  of  warning  to  my  successor.  An  increHse  in  the 
number  of  lodges  is  by  no  means  necessarily  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion, aud  petitions  should  be  carefully  considered.  In  county-seats 
the  formation  of  new  lodges  is  generally  to  be  promoted,  but  when- 
ever any  question  arises  about  the  ability  of  the  lodge  to  develop 
strength,  the  petition  should  not  be  granted.  One  strong  lodge  is 
more  potent  for  good  than  a  dozen  weak  Qnet. 

It  was  determined  by  the  Grand  Lodge  to  celebrate  its  centenniel 
at  Raleigh,  at  the  next  Annual  Communication,  and  a  committee  of 
five  was  provided  for  that  purpose. 

We  quote  one  of  the  decisions  : 

10.  A  Mason  who  had  become  non-affiliated  by  non-payment  of 
dues  (his  failure  to  pay  arising  partly  from  want  of  means  caused  by 
ill-health)  desired  to  be  re-instated,' and  had  slowly  accumulated  by 
day-labor  money  to  pay  his  dues.  He  was  tak<)n  ill  and  died  before 
re-instatement.  Upon  a  petition  by  the  lodge  for  a  dispensation  to 
bury  him  with  masonic  honors : 
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Heidf  that,  as  it  was  stated  that  if  the  facts  had  been  fully  known 
the  Mason  wonld  not  have  been  dismembered,  it  was  one  of  the  rare 
cases  in  which  a  dispensation  should  be  granted  to  bnry  a  non-affili- 
ate with  Masonic  honors.  The  propriety  of  this  dispensation  is 
questioned,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  asked  upon  it. 

And  the  Grand  Lodge  indorsed  the  decision  with  the  proviso,  that 
it  should  not  be  held  as  a  precedent. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  pamphlet  which  has  produced  so  much 
gratification  to  us  as  the  reading  of  the  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  Orphan  Asylum  managed  by  this  Grand  Lodge.  It  is  not  a  Ma- 
sonic iustitution,  for  its  support  comes  mainly  though  not  altogether 
from  the  State  and  from  individual  donations.  Its  management  ia 
directed  by  a  large  share  of  practical  good  sense,  and  it  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  great  good. 

A  proposition  for  an  ^'Endowment  Law"  having  been  left  over 
from  the  last  session,  was  taken  up  at  this,  and  a  proposition  to  ex- 
press the  sense  of  the  Grand  Lodge  that  an  endowment  plan  should 
be  adopted  was  lost,  and  the  law  and  report  of  the  committee  there- 
on were  laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Busbee  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  Donald 
W.  Bain,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  Correspondence,  the  Grand  Master,  how- 
ever,  gave  his  opinion  of  their  value  thus  : 

For  some  years  past  the  journal  of  our  proceedings  has  contained 
no  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence.  This  omis- 
sion is  a  very  important  one  and  teuds  to  weaken  the  fraternal  bond 
which  should  unite  North  Carolina  with  other  jurisdictions. 

Some  of  the  most  eminent  Masons  of  the  country  yearly  review  in 
their  report  the  proceedings  of  all  the  Grand  Lodges,  and  their  cri- 
ticisms and  commentaries  constitute  most  valuable  treatises  upon 
masonic  Jurisprudence  and  compendiums  of  contemporary  history. 
Such  men  as  Drummond  of  Maine,  Vaux  of  Pennsylvania,  Gurney 
of  Illinois,  Vincil  of  Missouri,  and  others  of  equal  distinction,  de- 
vote laborious  days  to  these  reports.  In  North  Carolina  we  have 
been  marvellously  unfortunate,  we  have  tried  masonic  lecturers,  a 
journalist,  a  congressman,  and  all  have  failed  us. 

I  recommend  the  appointment  of  the  Grand  Secretary  unon  the 
committee,  and  if  the  Grand  Master's  Private  Secretary  shall  be  (as 
he  should  be)  competent  to  take  part,  he  should  be  added,  and  from 
these  salaried  officers  perhaps  we  may  get  a  report  next  year. 

NOVA  SCOTIA,  1886. 

The  pr:ceedingsof  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova  Scotia  at  its  Twenty- 
First  Annual  Communication  held  on  2nd  June,  1886,  are  before  as. 
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B.  W.  W.  Boss,  D.  GraDd  Master,  presided,  drand  Master  J.  Wish- 
bnn  Laurie  being  absent  beyond,  the  jnrisdiotion. 
.  The  craft  has  lost  in  numbers  daring  the  year.  Nearly  half  as 
many  were  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  as  were  raised,  and 
the  diminsions  were  very  numerous.  Yet  the  reports  of  the  D.  D. 
Q.  Masters  induoe  the  hope  that  a  new  and  brighter  spirit  is  being 
awakened. 

The  business  of  Grand  Lodge  was  exclusiyely  local  in  interest. 

Brother  Lewis  Johnstone  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Benjamin  Gurren,  continued  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  David  C.  Moore  submitted  tbe  report  on  correspondence, 
but  from  some  cause  our  proceedings  had  not  reached  him.  The 
same  was  the  case  last  year.  Can  it  be  that  these  are  not  mailed  to 
that  Grand  Lodge?  Louisiana,  California,  Oregon  are  there,  then 
why  not  Alabama.  If  the  proceedings  come  to  us  without  fail  why 
cannot  ours  reach  them  ?    This  we  greatly  regret. 

OBEGON,  1886. 

In  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Communication,  on  the  16th  day  of  June, 
met  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  with  Grand  Master  Thomas  Giv- 
ings  Beames  in  the  East. 

The  Craft  grows  in  numbers  as  the  country  in  population. 

The  business  of  the  session  was  strictly  routine,  and  we  find  noth- 
ing therein  which  we  think  would  be  of  interest  to  our  own  immedi- 
ate household.  Masonic  nuitters  are  moving  smoothly  and  appa- 
rently producing  good  results.  There  were  no  gross  displays  of  un- 
masonio  conduct,  but  from  this  pamphlet  we  infer  that  the  brother- 
hood is  contented,  zealous  and  happy. 

There  was  a  very  fine  oration  on  the  duties  of  Masons  to  God,  their 
country,  their  neighbors,  and  themselves,  delivered  by  Brother  B. 
W.  Hill. 

From  this  we  extract  the  following  : 

The  close  and  vital  connection  between  Masonry  aad  Beligion  is 
manifest,  when  all  that  one  can  do  in  the  masonic  system  is  made  to 
the  performance  of  tbe  duty  which  one  owes  to  bis  Maker.  If  any- 
thiug  were  necessary  to  disprove  the  assertion  that  Masonry  and  true 
religion  are  not  in  harmony,  this  fundamental  limitation,  imposed  by 
Mabonry  itself  as  the  interpretation  of  all  its  vows,  should  be  sufficient 
answer,  and  in  the  face  of  this  recognition  of  tbe  duty  which  every 
soul  owes  to  God— as  a  doty  paramount  to  all  otbeix  which  may  ap- 
peal to  man— it  is  folly  to  say  that  Masonry  is  not  the  willing  hand- 
msid  of  religion.  There  is  no  doubt  that  some  forget  the  recognition 
of  the  place  of  religion,  and  instead  of  duty  to  God,  elevate  selfish  in- 
terest to  the  dominant  position  in  life. 
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Brother  James  Ck>rwin  Fnllerton  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Frelon  Jesse  Baboock  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  8.  I.  Chadwiok  again  came  to  the  front  with  the  report  on 
Correspondence,  covering  no  less  than  232  pages.  Alabama  for  1885, 
is  found  in  it.  The  report  of  onr  Committee  on  Jnrispradence  on 
the  powers  of  a  Grand  Master,  is^  alluded  to  without  comment,  the 
concluding  paragraph  being  quoted. 

Brother  Sayre  is  complimented  on  the  taste  and  skill  dinplayed  in 
the  get-up  of  the  pamphlet. 

fie  in  concluding  says: 

It  is  again  our  privilege  to  speak  of  the  pleasure  we  have  enjoyed 
in  our  review  of  the  proceedings  of  sister  jurisdictions.  We  wish  all 
men  were  as  agreeable  and  clever  as  are  our  brothers  of  the  ''Guild.** 
What  a  nice  world  this  would  be  if  this  were  so.  We  would  like  to 
see  these  fifty-odd  commissioned  officers — all  major  generals — 
thrown  out  upon  a  side  track  at  some  great  gathering  point;  and  let 
there  also  be  a  meeting  of  the  grand  secretaries— all  brigadier  gen- 
erals—with brigades  attached.  In  this  way  all  reporters  could  get 
into  the  same  fold.  We  would  like  to  see  both  lined  up  for  review. 
Where  and  when  can  all  this  take  place  ?  By  talking  it  over  some 
method  may  be  adopted  to  bring  the  Reportorial  Corps  to  the  front. 
If  we  could  only  see  them  all  at  one  time,  we  pledge  our  sacred  honor 
that  we  would  not  open  our  mouth. 

Then  why  not  get  up  this  gathering?  There  is  not  one.  either 
reporter  or  secretary,  who  would  not  greatly  enjoy  such  a  meeting. 
To  be  sure,  the  scarcity  of  shekels  might  prove  an  insuperable  obsta- 
cle with  some  of  us,  but  in  imagination  we  could  still  enjoy  it  all  the 
same. 

PENNSYLVANIA,  1886. 

This  Grand  Lodge  holds  communications  quarterly.  At  that  held  on 
June  3,  1885,  Grand  Master  £.  Coppie  Mitchell  presided. 

The  Committtee  on  Appeals,  made  report  on  several  cases  brought 
to  their  notice.  A  part  of  one  of  these  we  propose  to  lay  before  you. 
It  is  upon  the  question  incidentally  arising  as  to  the  right  of  tne  Grand 
Lodge,  on  charges  against  a  mason  to  determine  whether  or  not  he 
was  at  the  time  of  his  initiation  under  the  tongue  of  good  Masonic 
report.  To  couvej  the  position  taken  properly,  we  find  that  we  can- 
not curtail  much. 

The  charge  is  that  the  accused  was  not  under  the  tongue  of  good 
Masonic  report,  that  at  the  time  of  his  making  he  wan  not  worthy  of 
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being  made  a  Freemason,  and  is  not  now  a  suitable  person  for  ad- 
vancement. The  numerous  specifications  alleged  to  sustain  the 
charge  contain  matters  occurring  Ht  intervals  through  a  period  of  ten 
years  prior  to  initiation,  only  one  of  which  was  found  by  the  trial 
Committee  to  have  been  pioven,  and  it  was  of  such  a  nature  under 
the  attending  circumstances  as  in  their  judgment  was  insufficient  to 
sustain  the  charge.  The  Committee  recommended  that  the  charge  be 
dismissed,  and  their  recommendation  was  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  Lfodgc. 

Had  tJbe  charge  been  referred  to  a  Committee  to  report  as  to  its 
sufficiency,  as  required  by  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  it  is  highly  probable 
that  the  case  would  never  have  reached  the  Grand  Lodge  in  its  present 
shape,  for  then  the  very  question  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide 
would  have  been  disposed  of,  and  a  lengthy  trial,  in  which  forty-eight 
witnesses  were  examined  and  two  hundred  and  fourteen  manuscript 
pages  of  testimony  taken,  with  the  attending  personal  friction  and 
feeling,  would  have  been  avoided. 

Whilst  the  charge  alleges  that  the  accused  is  not  now  a  suitable 
person  for  advancement,  there  is  not  even  the  obscurest  hint  in  the 
record  that  his  conduet  siuce  he  was  made  a  Mason  has  been  in  the 
least  degree  questionable  ;  therefore  we  have  nothing  before  us  bat 
moral  delinquencies,  alleged  to  have  occurred  not  only  before  his 
initiation,  but  before  his  petition  was  approved. 

It  will,  of  course,  be  conceded  that  had  the  accused  never  become 
a  Mason  the  Craft  could  not  have  exercised  the  power  of  discipline 
over  him.  and  we  think  that  it  is  equally  clear  that  we  have  no  more 
jurisdiction  over  a  Mason  for  offenses  committed  by  him  whilst  he 
was  a  profane,  for  we  can  only  discipline  a  Mason  for  Masonic  of- 
fenses, and  Masonic  offenses  can  only  be  committed  by  Masoos.  The 
immoral  life  of  a  profane  is  certainly  no  reproach  to  Freemasonry, 
and,  cons*?quently,  cannot  be  an  offense  against  its  laws,  nor  can  it 
possibly  become  an  offense  should  he  afterwards  be  admitted  as  a 
member  of  the  Fraternity.  It  is  otherwise,  however,  with  the  im- 
moral life  of  a  Mason,  for  then  it  becomes  a  Masonic  offense  and  falls 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Masonic  authority. 

It  is  contended,  however,  that  as  the  charge  alleges  that  the  accused 
was  not  under  the  tongue  of  good  Masonic  report,  he  was  initiated  in 
violation  of  the  Landmark  ;  but  that  involves  a  question  that  cannot 
be  raised  in  this  proceeding.  If  a  Landmark  were  indeed  violated, 
the  Lodge  is  the  offender,  and  not  the  accused,  and  this  is  not  the 
way  to  reach  the  remedy.  If  this  proceeding  could  stand  and  the 
charge  be  sustained,  the  accused  would  have  to  be  punished  by  either 
reprimand,  suspension,  or  expulsion,  all  of  which  recognize  the  regu- 
larity of  his  initiation,  and,  as  a  consequence,  rehut  the  suggestion 
that  a  Landmark  was  violated  in  his  making.  If  a  Landmark  were 
violated,  the  action  of  the  Lod(:;e  was  necessarily  void  ;  but  that  result 
cannot  be  ascertained  in  any  other  way  than  by  proceedings  directly 
against  the  Lodge,  for  it  must  be  manifest  to  every  one  that  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  action  of  a  Lodge  oannot  be  impeached  through  an  ac- 
cusation against  one  of  its  members.  The  Lodge  must  have  notice 
of  the  charge  against  it  and  opportunity  to  defend  its  action. 

We  find  in  the  minutes  of  that  held  on  September  2,  1885,  an  ex- 
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ceediDgly  iotereBting  relic  of  onr  Brethren  and  their  action  of  more 
than  150  years  since  in  the  jurisdiction.     We  give  it  entire. 

The  document  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  St.  John's  Lodge, 
Philadelphia,  on  the  state  of  the  Lodge,  and  unanimously  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  certain  By-Laws.  It  is  signed  by  eleven 
Brethren,  all  of  whose  names  appear  in  Liber  B  as  members  of  St. 
John's  Lodge.  The  document  appears  to  be  throughout  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Brother  Benjamin  Franklin.     It  reads  as  follows  : 

Oenilemen  of  the  Lodge 

The  Committee  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  to  consider  of 
the  present  State  of  the  Lodge,  and  of  the  properest  Methods  to  im- 
prove it,  in  obedience  to  your  commands  have  met,  and,  after  much 
and  mature  Deliberation,  have  come  to  the  following  Resolutions  : — 

1.  That  since  the  excellent  Science  of  Geometry  and  Architecture 
is  so  much  recommended  in  our  ancient  Constitutions,  Masonry  be- 
ing first  instituted  with  this  Design,  among  others,  to  distinguish  th« 
true  and  skilful  Architect  from  unskilful  Pretenders  ;  total  Ignorance 
of  this  Art  is  very  unbecoming  a  Man  who  bears  the  worthy  Name 
and  Character  of  Mason  ;  We  therefore  conclude,  that  it  is  the  Duty 
of  every  Member  to  make  himself,  in  some  Measure,  acquainted 
therewith,  as  he  would  honor  the  Society  he  belongs  to,  and  conform 
to  the  Constitutions. 

2.  That  every  Member  may  have  an  Opportunity  of  so  doing,  the 

S resent  Cash  be  laid  out  in  the  best  Books  of  Architecture,  suitable 
iathematical  Instruments,  &g. 

3.  That  since  the  present  whole  Stock  is  not  too  large  for  that  pur- 
pose, every  Member  indebted  to  the  Lodge  pay  what  is  from  him  re- 
spectively due  on  Monday  night,  the  nineteenth  Instant,  that  so  the 
whole  being  ready  by  the  24th  of  June,  may  be  sent  away  by  the  first 
Opportunity.  And  that  every  one  not  paying  that  Night,  be  suspended 
till  he  do  pay  :  For  without  Care  be  taken  that  Rules  are  punctually 
observed,  no  Society  can  be  long  upheld  in  good  Order  and  Regularity. 

5.  That  the  use  of  the  Balls  be  established  in  its  full  Force  and 
Vigour  ;  and  that  no  new  Member  be  admitted  against  the  will  of  any 
present  Member  ;  because  certainly  more  Regard  ought  to  be  had  in 
this  way  to  a  Brother  who  is  already  a  Mason,  than  to  any  Person 
who  is  not  one,  and  we  should  never  in  such  cases  disoblige  a 
Stranger. 

6.  That  any  Member  of  this  Lodge  having  complaint  against  any 
other  Member,  shall  first  apply  himself  to  the  Wardens,  who  shall 
bring  the  Cause  before  the  Lodge,  where  it  shall  be  considered  and 
made  up,  if  possible,  before  the  Complainant  be  allow'd  to  make  that 
Complaint  publick  to  the  World  :  the  Offender  against  this  Rule  to  be 
expell'd. 

June  5,  1732. 

The  Members  whose  Names  are  underwritten,  being  a  Majority, 
agree  unanimously  to  the  within  Proposals  of  the  Ck>mmittee  (except 
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Uie  fourth,  which  is  cross'd  ont)  and  accordingly  have  hereunto  set 

their  hands. 

WILL.  PRINGLE 
THOMAS  BOUDE 
B.  FRANKLIN 
XTOPHER  THOMPSON 
THO^.  HARTT 
DAVID  PARRY 
JOHN  EMERSON 
LA  WOE  REYNOLDS 
JOHN  HOBART 
HENRY  PRATT 
SAM'L  NICHOLAS. 

[The  above  was  copied,  verbatim  d  lUeraihny  by  Clifford  P.  MacCaJU, 
on  August 26,  1885,  from  the  original  document  (which  is  apparently 
in  the  handwriting  of  Benjamin  Franklin),  now  in  the  possession  of 
George  T.  Ingham,  Esq.,  of  the  New  Jersey  bar,  residing  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.  Mr.  Inghnm  is  a  descendant  of  David  Hall,  who  for  many 
years  was  the  partner  of  Franklin  in  the  printing  and  publishing 
business,  and  he  possesses  a  number  of  the  Franklin  papers.  Liber 
Bof  St.  John's  Lodge,  Philadelphia,  was  owned  and  presented  by  him 
to  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  where  it  now  remains.] 
Certified  this  first  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1885. 

CLIFFORD  P.  MacCALLA, 
Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden  of  the 

Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania.] 

Grand  Lodge  closed  in  harmony  at  8  o'clock  25  minutes  p.  m. 

MICHAEL  NI8BET, 
Grand  Secretary. 

PENNSYLVANIA,  1885. 

The  Grand  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  December  28th, 
1885,  with  Grand  Master  Mitchell  in  the  chair.  Of  the  condition  of 
the  Lodge  he  says  : 

Everywhere,  except  in  a  few  places  for  which  special  reasons  exist, 
the  brethren  seem  to  have  entered  upon  prosperity  and  good  fortune. 
Lodges  which  have,  for  a  long  time,  received  few  or  no  additions  to 
their  membership,  are  now  receiving  applications  from  that  class  of 
the  community  whom  we  especially  desire  to  have  among  us.  There 
can  be  no  better  evidence  of  Lodge  prosperity  than  this.  It  cannot 
be  too  oHfH  reiterated  that  it  is  of  vital  importance  that  the  new 
members  brought  into  a  Lodge  should  be  chosen  from  the  best  in  the 
community  in  which  the  Lodge  exists.     It  is  the  character  of  the 
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members,  rather  than  their  number,  that  gives  tone  to  a  Lodge  and 
fixes  its  position  in  the  respect  of  the  oommnnity  in  whioh  it  is  Bit> 
nated. 

Brother  £.  Ck>ppee  Mitchell  was  re-elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Michael  Nisbet,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Richard  Vanx  again  produced  what  he  cannot  avoid,  a  most 
readable  and  interesting  review  of  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand 
Lodges.  We  find  Alabama  for  1884,  there,  most  kindly  noticed.  We 
for  ourself  feel  flattered  by  the  remarks  made  by  him  of  ourself. 
Brother  Vaux  usually  introduces  his  review  by  an  excellent  disserta- 
tion on  the  State  of  the  Graft,  or  their  errors,  etc.  Expecting,  as  one 
would,  reasoning  from  analogy,  that  great  and  almost  insurmountable 
differences  should  be  found  among  the  craft,  in  jurisdictions  cover- 
ing so  great  a  diversity  of  climate,  individuals,  and  pursuits  he  is 
surprised  to  find,  on  the  contrary,  harmony  and  similarity,  and  thus 
accounts  for  it  : 

From  the  marked  diversities  arising  from  influences  social,  com- 
mnnital,  and  geographical,  in  the  condition  of  society,  it  might  be 
expected  that  like  differences  would  exist  in  the  Craft,  which  more  or 
less  express  themselves  in  the  Prooceedings  of  Grand  Lodges.  But 
so  far  no  such  result  has  manifested  itself  So  long  as  the  Brethren 
are  animated  with  a  devotion  to  the  Landmarks,  usages,  and  customs 
of  Freemasonry,  and  a  determination  to  support  and  maintain  them, 
there  never  can  be  either  diversity  or  difference  in  the  tiled  Lodge. 

In  this.  Freemasonry  is  without  a  parallel.  The  profane  world 
may  be  agitata d  and  divided  on  questions  of  policy  or  interest.  In 
the  Masonic  family  these  questions  cannot  be  considered. 

Society  is  governed  by  no  imperative  and  unchangeable  laws. 

Whatever  is  its  rule  of  action  to-day  may  be  changed  to-morrow. 
Its  very  foundations  are  perishable.  The  motives  and  interests 
which  operate  with  the  force  of  what  is  called  public  opinion,  like 
the  vigor  of  the  storm-wind,  die  exhausted.  A  calm  follows  till  a 
new  agitation  begins.  This  unrest  is  the  mark  of  profane  association. 
Its  causes  need  not  be  explained.     The  fact  exists.     It  proves  itself . 

But  in  the  Masonic  commonwealth  this  unrest  cannot  live.  The 
Freemason  leaves  at  the  portal  of  Freemasonry  every  profane  element 
or  agency  that  can  disturb  the  harmony,  attack  the  unity,  excite  dis- 
cord, or  divide  the  Fraternity.  So  it  ever  has  been.  So  it  is  oow.  So 
it  ever  will  be  while  Freemasons  live  in  obedience  to  the  principles 
which  they  voluntarily  accept  and  agree  to  be  bound  by  when  tney 
seek  to  be  made  Freemasons. 

If  so  be  from  any  calamity,  or  destructive  or  destroying  power, 
schism  seeks  to  come  to  the  Craft;  or  from  ho-itile  forces  within, 
blind  and  denying  truth,  rioting  in  blasphemy,  false  to  every  dictate 
of  faith  and  honor,  our  sublime  Institution  might  be  put  in  peril,  its 
traditions  obscured,  or  its  foundations  weakened,  this  unpardonable 
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orime  recorded  on  the  page  of  Masonic  history  will  be  blotted  ont  by 
the  tenrs  of  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity.  The  legend  written  on  that 
page  so  purified,  will  be  in  letters  of  light — Freemasony  is  indesiructibU. 

With  Brother  Vanx  we  admire  the  Grand  Lodge  that  stands  firm 

an4  still  upon  the  foundations  of  Masonry. 

Alluding  to  the  hasty  recognition  of  newly  formed  Grand  Lodges, 

he  compared  them  to  the  candidate  for  the  mysteries,  and  says: 

• 

Recognizing  a  body  as  a  Grand  Lodge  of  Freemasons  inyoWes  the 
introduction  into  the  Masouic  family  of  a  member  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  so  august  a  relation  If  such  a  member  so 
united  is  not  bound  by  the  essential  principles  which  make  such  a 
position  possible,  then  all  suffer  from  whatever  errors  or  mischiefs 
may  arise  trom  this  association. 

If  perchance  one  may  disregard  a  Landmark  as  not  progressive 
enough  to  suit  the  whims  or  caprices  of  its  constituents,  then  one  at 
least  of  these  essential  principles  is  ignored  or  denied.  A  man  with- 
out a  leg,  or  an  arm,  may  claim  to  be  a  Mason  because  he  was  so 
made  in  one  of  those  progressive  bodies.  As  ''woman's  rights"  is 
now  an  ism  in  pro&ne  progress,  might  it  not  happen  that  one  of 
these  bodies  hastily  associated  without  due  caution,  into  the  family 
of  Grand  Lodges  might  make  a  woman  a  Mason  in  the  bravado  of  its 
diregard  of  the  old  fogyism  of  the  past?    What  then? 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND,  1^86. 

We  have  received  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  whose 
Eleventh  Annual  Communication  was  held  24th  June,  1886,  with 
G.  M.  John  Yeg,  in  the  chair. 

The  prospect  of  increase,  if  the  future  is  to  be  judged  by  the  near 
past,  is  very  small.  There  are  eleven  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of 
448,  and  an  annual  increase  of  four.  We  find  nothing  of  general 
interest— the  business  being  purely  local  in  character. 

Brother  Yeo  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  B.  Wilson 
Higgs,  Grand  Secretary. 

RHODE  ISLAND,  1885. 

The  Grand  Lodge  holds  a  Semi-Annual,  as  well  as  an  Annual  Com- 
munication, at  the  latter  of  which  the  Grand  Lodge  usually  goes  to 
substantial  refreshment  ere  closing.  At  the  last  Annual  Communi- 
cation in  1884  it  was  determined  to  have  a  banquet  also  at  the  Semi- 
Annual  session.  This  was  held  on  November  17,  1884,  being  pro- 
sided  over  by  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Lyman  Elapp,  and  the  Grand 
Master  in  his  address  at  the  Annual  Communication  subsequent, 
says  of  it: 
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The  attendance  at  the  Semi-Annnal  Gommanication  in  November 
last,  exceeded  in  numbers  that  of  any  previous  Communication  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  siuoe  its  organization;  and  we  trust  that  the  spirit 
of  entire  harmony  then  manifested,  will  cement  more  closely,  the 
bonds  of  Brotherhood  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

And— 

At  12  o'clock,  meridian,  the  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  having 
all  been  disposed  of,  the  Brethren  proceed  to  the  Council  Chamber, 
where  a  substantial  dinner  is  provided  in  accordance  with  the  vote 
of  Grand  Lodge  at  its  last  Annual  Communication.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  Brethren  being  present. 

The  leading  and  most  important  toast,  it  being  the  first,  was — 
"The  Scottish  Rite." 

The  Ninety-Fifth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  the  8th 
May,  1885,  the  same  Grand  Officer  presiding,  who  said  of  the  Craft 
in  the  "Providence  Plantations"  : 

During  the  year,  we  have  visited  many  of  our  subordinate  Lodges; 
and  it  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  say  that  we  have  found  them  in  a 
most  satisfactory  condition.  Never  in  the  history  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  has  there  been  more  real   prosperity,  or  a  greater  degree  of 

Eeace  and  harmony,   not  only  amon^  the  members  of  individual 
odges,  but  between  the  Lodgrs  in  the  jurisdiction,  than  at  the  pres- 
ent time— for  which  **  We  praise  Thee,  0  God." 

There  was  an  increase  of  85  during  the  year,  the  whole  number 
being  3,647. 

Brother  Klapp  was  re-elected  Grand  Master  with  great  unanimity, 
and  Brother  Edwin  Baker  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  on  Correspondence. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA,  1886. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Ninth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  this  State  was  held  on  the  8th  December,  1885,  M.  W. 
Brother  J.  Adger  Smyth,  Grand  Master  presiding. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  a  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  Craft  here  during  the  past  year,  and  of  it  the  Grand  Master  ^ys: 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  visit  quite  a  number  of  the  subordinate 
Lodges  in  this  jurisdiction  during  the  past  year,  and  to  confer  degrees 
in  some  of  them.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  not  only  a  spirit  of  broth- 
erly love  prevails,  but  also  that  new  life  is  beiug  infused  into  the 
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Graft.  .  The  reaction  alluded  to  so  hopefnlly  by  Past  Grand  Blaster 
Kennedy  in  his  last  address  has  indeed  set  in.  I  believe  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Craft  thronghont  the  State  is  more  vigorous  than  it  has 
been  for  several  years  past.  The  increase  in  membership  reported 
by  so  many  Lodges  is  a  healthful  sign.  The  large  attendance  at  the 
Iiodges  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  visit  is  an  even  more  favor- 
able indication.  I  trust  the  period  of  stagnation  is  passed,  and  that 
we  are  on  the  advance  line  to  increased  and  permanent  prosperity. 

Of  Masonry  he  says: 

It  must  grow  and  prosper,  necessarily,  with  the  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  man's  better  sentiments  It  is  not  aggressive.  It  is  not 
obtrusive.  It  makes  no  issues.  It  sets  up  no  rivalries  with  other 
institutions  of  the  day.  But,  gathering  up  the  virtues  of  the  ages,  it 
recognizes  the  inner  cravings  of  the  soul,  and  the  universal  brother- 
hood of  man,  forgetting  all  else  in  its  devotion  to  his  higher  and  bet- 
ter needs.  Let  us  resolve  then  to  discharge  more  faithfully  these 
holy  vows  of  Masonry,  •*  which  worketh  no  evil,"  with  brave  and 
loyal  hearts,  so  that  the  world  may  be  the  better  for  our  having  lived 
in  it. 

The  Grand  Lodge  is  troubled  with  its  debt  contracted  by  building 
a  Hall,  and  several  efforts  based  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Grand  Master  were  made  to  increase  the  dues  of  the  subordinates, 
but  all  without  avail. 

The  *'  Masonic  International  Law "  resolutions  from  Louisiana 
were  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  report  thereon  at  the  next 
Annual  Communication. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  among  other  matters, 
reported,  and  they  were  concurred  in,  as  follows: 

2.  An  application  was  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Fed- 
eral District  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  seeking  recognition 
from  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  calling  attention  to  efforts  being  made 
by  expelled  Masons  to  establish  a  Grand  Lodge  in  the  City  of  Mexico. 

Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  matter  of  recognition 
be  postponed  until  such  time  as  this  Grand  Lodge  shall  have  full 
and  ample  information  as  to  the  true  condition  of  Masonry  in  the 
Republic  of  Mexico;  at  the  same  time  expressing  our  deep  interest  in 
the  prosperity  and  progress  of  our  Order  in  that  country. 

3.  The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  Grand  Master's 
suggestion  in  regxrd  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec— '*  That  the 
Brethren  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Caro- 
lina respect  and  obey  the  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  with 
regard  to  the  members  of  the  Lodges  in  their  jurisdiction,  to  whom 
reference  is  made  in  their  proclamation." 

Brother  J.  Adger  Smyth  wds  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
Charles  Inglesby  Grand  Secretary. 
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The  want  of  means  prevented  the  printing  of  a  report  on  Ck>rre8- 
pondence  or  the  review. 

TEXAS,  1885, 

Held  her  Fiftieth  Annual  Oommnnioation  on  the  8th  December, 
1885,  with  Grand  Master  Z.  E.  Coombes  in  the  East. 

There  was  a  Special  Gommanication  held  on  March  2d,  for  the 
laying  of  the  comer  stone  of  the  capitol  at  Austin,  when  P.  G.  M. 
M.  F.  B.  Sexton  delivered  an  excellent  semi-historical  address,  recall- 
ing to  the  mind  of  your  correspondent  most  vividly  much  that  he 
had  endured  in  that  especial  region,  now  after  the  lapse  of  near  a 
half  century. 

Six  new  Lodges  were  constituted  during  the  year. 

Among  the  decisions  we  find  the  following,  which  we  applaud — 

2.  On  the  25th  of  May  last  the  R.  W.  0.  H.  Wysong,  D.  D.  G.  M. 
of  the  23d  District,  forwarded  the  question  to  me:  What  should  be 
done  with  a  Master  Mason  who  resided  within  the  jurisdiction  of  one 
of  the  Lodges  in  his  District,  who  openly  avowed  himself  an  infidel, 
and  who  advertised  that  on  a  certain  day  he  would  give  a**  Free 
Thought "  lecture,  in  which  he  proposed  to  lecture  on  the  following 
subjects: 

1.  A  Satire  on  the  Bible  and  the  Religion  Founded  on  It. 

2.  Twenty  Reasons  Why  I  Am  an  Infidel. 

3.  The  Gods  and  Religions  of  Ancient  and  Modern  Times. 

4.  The  History  and  Beauties  of  Calvinism. 

Believing  these  views  were  in  open  violation  of  the  repeated  deci- 
sions of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  Masonry, 
and  destructive  of  all  moral  obligations  taught  us,  I  directed  the  R. 
W.  Bro.  Wysong  to  cause  the  J.  W.  of  the  Lodge  under  whose  juris- 
diction this  infidel  M.  M.  resides  to  prefer  charges  of  gross  unma- 
sonic  conduct  against  him,  and  call  him  before  the  Lodge  to  answer 
thereto.  The  charges  were  preferred;  he  appeared,  pleaded  guilty  of 
the  charge,  and  was  expelled. 

Looking  along  still  further  in  the  proceedings  we  find  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  which  we  copy  entire, 
because  of  the  heinousness  of  the  offense,  the  effrontery  of  the 
Brother,  and  the  vigorous  language  of  the  committee: 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Orand  Lodge  of  Texas  : 

Your  Committee  No.  2  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  have  had  under 

consideration  the  petition  of ,  who  by  action  of Lodge, 

on  August  18,  1877,  was,  after  due  trinl,  expelled  from  oil  the  privi- 
leges of  Masonry,  and  who  now  asks  for  reiubtatement  in  the  Order 
and  in  his  Lodge;  and  his  application  is  recommended  by  the  unani- 
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moiis  vote  of  White  Oak  Lodge,  at  the  stated  meeting  of  February 
28,  1885,  at  which  only  eight  members  are  shown  to  have  been  pres- 
ent, and  of  which  only  thirteen  are  shown  to  have  had  knowledge. 
It  is  also  accompanied  by  a  transcript  of  the  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings and  evidence  npon  the  original  trial. 

From  these  proceedings  the  petitioner  appears  to  have  been 
charged  substantially  with  having  at  some  time  during  the  year  1876 
seduced  and  had  unlawful  carnal  communication  with  a  young  un- 
married woman,  whose  name  is  given,  and  who  about  September 
28th  of  that  year  gave  birth  to  a  child,  the  fruit  of  that  illicit  inter- 
course. 

To  these  charges,  upon  being  arraigned  for  trial,  he  excepted, 
upon  the  plea  that  they  constituted  *'no  offense  against  Ma»onic 
Law;"  which  exception  being  overruled,  he  plead  not  guilty,  and 
upon  trial  was,  by  a  vote  of  twenty- four  to  six,  found  guilty  and  ex- 
pelled. 

With  the  regularity  of  these  proceedings  we  are  not  concerned. 
They  were  had  more  than  seven  years  ago;  have  already  upon  ap- 
peals been  twice  subjected  to  scrutiny  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  are 
not  now  questioned  in  this  application,  and  are  only  referred  to  as 
having  a  possible  bearing  on  the  animus  which  actuated  the  offender. 

From  the  testimony,  which  is  not  at  all  involved,  but  is  short  and 
simple,  it  appears  that  he  had  taken  offence  at  some  fancied  slight 
on  the  part  of  the  young  lady  to  whom  he  was  engaged  to  be  mar- 
ried, and  thereupon  determined  to  seduce  her,  and  finally  succeeded, 
although,  according  to  his  own  account,  which  is  quite  full,  he  **  tocus 
ttoelve  months  al  K,"  for,  says  he,  ''Ske  xdos  the  hardest  girl  to  seduce  I 
ever  tried." 

Such  in  brief  was  the  testimony  as  to  the  fact  and  motive  of  the 
seduction,  as  disclosed  by  himself  to  one  witness,  and  as  corroborated 
by  tne  testimony  of  the  girl  as  to  their  having  when  among  strangers 
represented  themselves  as  husband  and  wife,  and  by  other  witnesses, 
to  whom  they  represented  themselves,  as  to  their  intimacy,  and  the 
birth  of  the  child.  And  upon  this,  the  record  upon  which  be  was 
originally  expelled,  he  now,  with  the  sanction  of  his  Lodge,  seeks  to 
be  restored  to  and  participate  in  all  the  rites  and  privileges  of  Ma- 
sonry. 

Masonry  is^  nothing  if  not  morality.  Its  professed  mission  is  the 
erection  and  perpetuation  of  a  theoretically  moral  edifice,  composed 
of  living  stones  without  spot  or  blemish.  The  youngest  £.  A.  when 
placed  in  position,  is  taaght  that  having  been  tried  and  found  worthy, 
he  is  accepted  as  the  representative  of  a  just  and  upright  Mason,  and 
enjoined  then,  and  by  persistent  and  continuous  adujonition  there- 
after, ever  to  walk  and  act  as  such.  And  by  the  outer  world  it  is  rec- 
ognized by  its  acts  as  well  as  by  its  professions,  as  of  all  human  or- 
ganizutions  the  most  efficient  known  moral  conservator.  With  such 
an  aim  and  reputation,  it  is  of  necessity  stringent  in  its  regulations, 
and  jealous  of  their  infraction. 

But  Masonry  does  not  essay  impossibilities.  She  recognizes  human 
frailty.  Wrong  may  provoke,  misfortune  may  embarrass,  temptation 
may  assail,  and  even  man's  amiabilities  may  veer  him  from  that  per- 
fect rectitude  which  should  be  his  characteristic.  And  the  last  and 
final  lesson  she  inculcates  as  she  consigns,  **  £tirth  to  earth,  aabet  to 
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ashes,  dast  to  dast/'  all  that  is  mortal  of  one  of  her  members,  is  that 
**  while  we  drop  the  sympathetic  tear  upon  his  grave/'  we  should 
**throw  a  vail  over  his  foibles  whatever  they  may  have  been,"  **8hould 
suffer  the  infirmities  of  human  nature  to  plead  in  his  behalf,"  **  that 
perfection  in  mortals  has  never  been  attained."  that  '*the  wisest  as 
well  as  the  best  of  men  huve  erred." 

Hence  there  is  no  crime  in  the  Decalogue  but  may  possiby  urge  ex- 
tenuating circumstances  which  appeal  to  her  charitable  consideration. 
The  hand  red  with  a  brother's  blood,  may  plead  its  provocation. 
The  famishing  mendicant  who  takes  another's  bread,  may  interpose 
his  necessity.  Falsehood  may  urge  itslaudible  purpose,  and  even  the 
character  of  offense  of  which  this  is  one,  may  possibly  upon  occasion, 
plead  impulse,  infirmity  or  temptation. 

But  no  such  plea  can  obtain  here.  No  plea  of  a  sentiment  origin- 
ally pure,  carried  away  by  unexpecetd  or  unsought  opportunity,  and 
unable  to  resist  the  impulse  of  passion.  No  willing  victim  amiably 
complacent,  yielding  to  the  first  warm  solicitations.  But  it  was  the 
result  of  cool  and  deliberate  purpose.  *'  Righi  th^.n  and  there,  "said  he, 
**  I  am  determined  to  seduce  her,"  conceived  in  revenge,  *^  I  xoas  deter- 
mined  to  have  revenge,''  followed  by  months  of  persistent,  unremitt- 
ing endeavor.  Obdurate  of  purpose,  he  camped  U()on  her  trail,  and 
day  by  day,  week  by  week,  and  month  by  month,  pitilessly,  remorse 
lessly,  he  pursued  that  poor  girl,  shadowing  her  every  footstep,  until- 
at  List,  after  twelve  moons  hud  waxed  and  waned,  fascinated  by  the 
basilesk  gaze,  and  confiding  in  the  treacherous  promises  of  him  to, 
whom  she  had  plighted  her  maidenly  troth,  she  finally  succumbed  to 
his  baleful  influence  and  yielded  up  to  his  lustful  revenge,  woman's 
most  precious  jewel.  But  even  then  she  evokes  from  him  all  versed 
as  from  his  acknowledged  experience  he  must  have  been  in  the  seduc- 
tive arts,  the  fullest  tribute  to  her  innate  purity  and  maidenly  mod- 
esty, for,  said  he,  **  /  determined  to  seduce  her  and  I  done  it,  but  I  xjkis 
twdve  months  at  it ;  she  loas  the  hardest  girl  to  seduce  I  ever  tried. " 

How  many  other  girls  he  had  tried  does  not  appear  from  the  evi- 
dence, but  that  he  had  tried  repeatedly  and  succeeded  is  from  his  own 
account  manifest.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  any  one  of  them  had  any 
special  claim  upon  his  Masonic  consideration  ;  was  either  the  wife, 
widow,  mother,  sister  or  daughter  of  a  Master  Mason.  Hence  his 
plea  that  he  had  *'  committed  no  offense  against  Afasonic  Law.** 

^'  He  had  sworn  the  chasity  to  shield 

Of  woman  pure  and  tender  ; 
Of  Mason's  widow,  wife  and  child, 
His  mother,  sister,  undefiled. 
Each  pure  and  innocent,  whose  love 
Makes  Mason's  homes  like  that  above, 

He  was  the  sworn  defender.' 

But  all  others  were  fair  game—they  were  under  the  protecting  asgis 
of  no  obligation  ;  they  were  not  * 'nominated  in  the  bond,"  and  hence, 
with  hot-blooded  lust,  or  cold-blooded  revenge;  with  a  heart  devoid  of 
social  duty  and  fatally  bent  upon  mischief,  be  could  with  impunity 
hound  them  to  their  agonizing  doom. 

And  this  moral  leper,  whom,  though  it  is  a  stigma  upon  the  human 
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race,  we  are  compelled  to  recogDize  as  a  inaD,  now  has  the  brazea  ef- 
frontery to  come  before  this  body,  the  grandest  conBervator  of  morals 
on  earth,  and  ask  to  be  restored  to  its  rites  and  benefits,  and  his 
Lodge,  under  the  glamour,  doubtless,  of  the  same  seductive  iufluences 
which  lured  that  poor  girl  to  her  ruin,  by  a  unanimous  vote  at  a  stated 
meeting  (at  which,  however,  less  than  one-fourth  of  its  members  are 
shown  to  have  been  present),  recommended  that  his  application  be 
granted. 

In  his  petition  he  admits  the  justice  of  his  punishment,  but  claims, 
substantially,  that  since  his  expulsion  he  has  led  an  exemplary  life  ; 
that  it  has  produced  a  complete  reformation.  If  such  is  indeed  the 
case,  it  is  questionable  how  far  it  would  be  well  to  withdraw  from  him 
the  restraining  influence  which  seems  to  have  been  so  much  more  ef- 
fective than  the  refulgent  rays  of  Masonic  light.  He  further  promises 
if  restored  to  conform  strictly  to  all  the  requirements  of  Masonry,  a 
pledge  to  which,  however,  he  had  repeatedly  before  subscribed,  but 
even  that  promise  is  coupled  with  the  condition  that  he  be  reinstated. 

The  Lodge  committee  to  whom  his  petition  was  referred  express 
the  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be  restored,  and  report,  substantaaUy, 
that  since  his  expulsion  ho  has  led  an  upright  life,  such  as  to  win  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  and  inspire 
confidence  in  his  reformation,  and  that  seven  years  of  terrible  punish- 
ment ought  to  be  a  sufficient  expiation. 

From  that  it  would  seem  that  he  has  not  been  detected  in  any  other 
nefarious  act ;  is  not  known  to  have  figured  further  in  theToleof  ihe 
betrayer  of  innocence,  and  his  victims,  if  any,  Itave  bidden  iheir 
shame,  as  did  most  of  the  other  victims  of  his  lustful  career. 

Neither  is  the  terrible  nature  of  his  punishment  altogether  appar- 
ent to  your  committee,  since  during  its  seven  years  of  continuauce  he 
has  succeeded  in  obtaining  and  retaining  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lives,  and  is  even  now  sought  lo  be  restored  to 
membership,  not  only  in  the  Order,  but  in  the  Lodge  where,  as  from 
time  to  time  their  young  sons  are  brought  to  Masonic  light,  and  placed 
in  position  in  the  Lodge  room,  he  can  be  pointed  to  as  their  future 
moral  exampler.  Nor  do  they  refer  to  the  terrible  despair  of  his  inno- 
cent victim,  of  which  no  seven  years  will  bring  success,  but  which 
will  never,  never,  never  end  until  her  blighted  life  of  pitiful  dtsoia- 
tion  shall  have  ended  in  the  quiet  grave. 

But  how  long  shall  our  brother  expiate  his  offense  ere  we  forgive 
him?  Till  seven  years ?  Yea,  and  until  seventy  times  seven;  and 
even  then,  when  be  cometh  to  the  door  and  knocks,  should  he  find 
it  double-locked  and  barred  against  the  entrance  within  its  sacred 
portals  of  BO  foul  a  specimen  of  moral  depravity. 

Upon  the  Masonic  escutcheon  **  abideth  fhithf  Hope,  Charity— 
these  three— but  the  greatest  of  these  is  Charily.*'  **Fhifh  maybe 
lost  in  sight,  //ope  often  ends  in  fruition."  **But  Charity  never  failetb. 
It  suffereth  long  and  is  kind.  It  beareth  all  things,  believeth  all 
things,  hopetb  all  thiogs,  endure th  all  things.  But  Charity  rejoiceth 
not  in  iniquity."  And  in  this  instance  it  belongs  exclusively  and  with- 
out stint  to  that  mined  girl  whose  faith  has  been  lost  in  deception, 
whose  hopes  have  ended  in  despair,  and  who  by  one  wearing  the  Bia- 
sonic  lambskin  of  purity,  and  bearing  the  Masonic  signet  of  truth, 
has  been  robbed  of  her  innocence,  and  thrown  upon  the  cold  eftority 
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of  the  world,  a  mark  for  the  finger  of  soorn — to  parsne  as  best  she 
may  the  weary  joaroey  of  life,  where  all  alon^;  her  desolate  way  will 
lie  scattered  the  ashes  of  her  thousand  wasted  hopes;  her  foot-prints 
covered  by  their  drifting  dust,  the  memory  of  ner  lost  innocence 
kept  green  by  the  watering  of  her  tears,  until  she  finally  sinks  into 
the  gulf  of  oblivion,  where  the  waters  are  at  rest,  and  the  storms 
never  beat;  leaving  her  heritage  of  shame  to  rest  as  a  shadow  upon 
her  children  and  her  childrens'  children  to  the  latest  generation  to 
which  her  lineage  can  be  traced. 

In  conclusion,  then,  your  committee  feel  constrained  to  report 
that  the  man  who  could  even  have  conceived  with  intent  to  execute 
a  purpose  so  diabolical,  even  though  he  has  been  foiled,  was  never 
intended  for  a  place  in  Masonic  economy.  ]t  evinces  an  innate  moral 
obliquity  which  the  world's  combined  influences  are  powerless  to 
correct.  He  may,  as  he  says,  have  repented  —a  fact,  however,  of 
which  your  committee  bv,no  means  feel  assured.  He  may  for  reasons 
regret  the  commission  of  any  given  offense  ;  but  the  animus  which 
inspired  it  remains.  His  depravity  is  innate,  and  only  requires  op- 
portunity and  immunity  to  call  it  into  active  exercise.  And  in  any 
event,  he  must  know  that  no  good  purpose  can  be  subserved,  either 
to  Masonry  or  to  morals,  by  his  reinstatement. 

Finally,  the  records  of  this  Grnnd  Lodge,  and  especially  the  labors 
of  this  committee,  so  abound  with  evidences  of  depravity  similar  in 
kind— though  rarely  in  degree— to  this,  that  we  think  it  time  that 
this  Grand  Lodge  should  evince,  in  language  and  action  not  to  be 
misunderstood,  the  estimate  in  which  such  and  kindred  offenses  are 
held;  and  we  hope  the  appended  resolution  will  be  adopted  by  a  vote 
as  pronounced  and  unauimons  as  was  the  vote  of  the  Lodge  which 
recommended  his  reinstatement. 

We  therefore  submit  the  following; 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  of ,  lately   expelled  by 

Lodge,  for  reinstatement  in  the  Order  and  in  his  Lodge,  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  refused. 

The  subordinate  court  having  declared  the  charter  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  unconstitutional,  steps  were  taken  to  carry  the  case  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Brother  Z.  £^  Coombes  was  re-elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
T.  W.  Hudson,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  J.  K.  P.  Gillespie  made  the  report  on  correspondence  in 
which  we  find  Alabama,  for  1884. 

TENNESSEE,  1886. 

The  Seventy -Second  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  this  our  neighbor  State,  was  held  on  26th  day  of  January,  1886, 
M.  W.  Brother  Henry  M.  Aiken,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

The  statistical  table  shows  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of 
affiliated,  active  masons  in  this  jurisdiction.     We  had  hoped  that  the 
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means  adopted  previously  to  stimulate  the  brethren  and  incite  them 
to  the  display  of  more  zeal  would  have  brought  forth  their  legitimate 
fruit  ere  this,  and  that  no  such  number  as  we  find  would  either  ba?e 
withdrawn  or  been  dropped  from  the  roll.  But  '*there  is  a  tide  in  the 
affairs  of  men,'*  and  this  must  have  its  ebb  as  well  as  flood.  We 
Mill  continue  to  hope. 

The  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  would  be  esteemed  good  Ma- 
sonic law  in  this  jurisdiction. 

This  Grand  Lodge,  in  1873,  declared  '*  llie  Grand  Master  does  not 
possess  the  power  to  suspended  by  dispensation  or  otherwise,  the 
operation  of  any  edict  or  regulation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  no  case 
of  emergency  can  possibly  be  presented,  which  would  authorize  the 
attempt  to  do  so." 

**  A  unanimous  vote  to  withdraw  petitions  and  to  restore  indefi- 
nitely suspended,  and  expelled  Masons,'*  was  adopted. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  being  of  local  significance,  met 
with  becoming  dispatch. 

Brother  Thomas  O.  Morris  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
John  Frizzell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Foster,  whose  ready  pen,  governed  by  a  clear  head,  im- 
bued with  a  truo  masonic  spirit,  no  longer  presented  the  report  on 
correspondence  for  reasons  sufficient  to  induce  him  to  decline  the 
honor,  but  Brother  Frank  M.  Smith  made  the  report  which  reflects 
credit  upon  the  writer. 

In  his  review  of  Alabama  he  states  that  we  quoted  Brother  Foster's 
views  on  the  Prerogatives  of  Grand  Master  without  expressing  our 
own.  This  we  did  not  do  because  we  were  a  part  of  the  committee 
to  whom  bad  been  referred  this  very  question  by  our  own  Grand 
LodgQ,  and  our  views  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  report  of  that  com- 
mittee, made  at  the  Communication  in  1885. 

UTAH,  1886. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  19th  January,  1886,  M.  W.  Parley  Lycurgus  Williams,  Grand 
Master,  presiding. 

The  numbers,  at  least  those  who  are  contributing  members  of  the 
Fraternity,  have  decreased  during  the  year.  This  must  be  when  the 
number  dimitting  is  almost  as  great  as  of  those  made,  and  suspen- 
sions for  non-payment  of  dues  exceeds  it.  Yet,  with  only  eight 
Lodges,  and  a  membership  of  474,  we  find  that  our  Brethren  are 
willing  to  contribute  so  liberally  to  the  Grand  Lodge  that  this  Grand 
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Body  has,  after  an  existence  of  only  fifteen  years,  more  than  $12,000 
in  its  treauary,  with  property  of  value  more  than  $9,000,  and  still, 
during  the  year  there  ^was  expended  in  charity  $794.  Does  not  this 
speak  well  of  the  Craft  in  Utah  ?  Would  it  not  be  well.  Brethren  of 
Alabama,  if  a  like  spirit  infused  us  ? 

The  Grand  Master  cautions  against  too  hasty  legislation,  citing  as 
such  some  amendments  to  the  constitution,  a  pirt  of  which  were 
sought  to  be  amended  e're  the  Grand  Lodge  that  had  adopted  them, 
had  closed.  In  these  days  we  hardly  take  up  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  any  Grand  Lodge  but  find  numerous  amendments  to  their 
constitutions  proposed,  and  this  spirit  for  change,  this  desire  to  be 
and  appear  like  our  neighbors,  is  so  rife  that  in  some  jurisdictions, 
perhaps  in  all,  are  to  be  found  zealous  and  able  Masons  that  are  not 
only,  perhnps  uneonsciously,  seeking  to  change  the  general  charac- 
ter of  the  institution  but  deny  to  the  proper  officers  of  it  such  rights 
as  properly  belong  to  them.  We  are  aware  that  all  human  things 
must,  in  their  nature,  be  subject  more  or  less  to  change,  but  our 
greatest  pride  and  boast  of  Masonry  is  that  of  its  singular  stability, 
and  unchangeable  character.     Hence  its  landmarks. 

He  opposes  biennial  sessions,  and  we  think  advances  good  reasons 
for  his  conviction.     He  is  averse  to  perpetualjjurisdiction. 
'   He  recommends  the  cultivation  of  the  social  element  among  the 
Brethren,  and  doubtless  this  very  important  part  of  Masonry  is  too 
greatly  neglected. 

A  difficulty  having  grown  up  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that 
of  Nevada,  because  a  citizen  of  the  latter  who  had  been  rejected  by 
one  of  its  Lodges  had  been  made  a  mason  in  one  of  the  Lodges  in 
Utah,  of  such  gravity  as  to  have  induced  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nevada 
to  cut  off  intercourse  with  the  members  of  that  Lodge,  (a  strange 
position  by  the  way,)  this  Grand  Lodge  requested  that  of  Nevada  to 
withdraw  her  decree,  and  submit  the  case  to  this  Grand  Lodge. 

This  Grand  Lodge  repealed  its  edict  of  perpetual  jurisdiction. 

Brother  P.  L.  Williams  was  re-elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Christopher  Diehl,  G.  Secretary. 

Brother  Diehl  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  the 
proceedings  of  fifty-four  Grand  Lodges,  with  Alabama  for  1884,  in  the 
lead.  He  applauds  our  cautious  steps  towards  a  ''Home  and  College." 
Thanks  for  his  kind  words  of  ourself. 

In  his  conclusion,  for  any  faults  that  may  be  found  with  this,  his 
twelfth  annual  report,  he  offers  the  following  excuse  : 
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'  *With  slower  pen  men  used  to  write 

Of  old,  when  betters'  were  'polite,* 
In  Anna's  or  in  George's  days 
They  could  afford  to  tnrn  a  phrase. 

Or  trim  a  straggling  theme  aright. 

They  knew  not  steam;  eleotrio  light, 
Not  yet  had  dazed  their  calmer  sight ; 
They  meted  oat  both  blame  and  praise 
With  slower  pen. 

Too  swiftly  now,  the  hoars  take  flight ! 
Whal's  read  at  noon  is  dead  at  night: 

Scant  space  have  we  for  art's  delays. 

Whose  breathless  thought  so  briefly  stays. 
We  may  not  work— ah,  would  we  might ! 
With  slower  pen." 

With  this  we  must  bid  him  adieu. 

VERMONT. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Htate  was  convened  in  Special  Communi- 
cation on  the  14th  March,  1886,  for  the  purpose  of  the  last  sad  tribute 
to  the  esteemed  B.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  Wm.  H.  Root,  when  all  that 
was  mortal  was  deposited  in  the  grave  '*  until  the  trump  shall  sound 
on  resurrection  mom."  Peace  to  his  ashes,  and  may  the  spirit  which 
has  ''returned  to  the  God  who  gave  it"  find  rest,  refreshment  and 
companionship  in  the  Grand  Lodge  above. 

The  Ninety-Fourth  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  9th  June, 
1886,  Grand  Master  Marsh  O.  Perkins  presiding. 

The  Craft  is  sufficiently  prosperous,  and  of  it  the  Grand  Master 
says:  "With  few  exceptions  the  Lodges  subordinate  to  this  Grand 
Lodge  have  enjoyed  peace  and  prosperity  during  the  year,"  and  **  the 
reports  of  the  several  District  Deputies  show  an  increasing  interest 
throughout  the  State." 

Two  Dispensations  were  granted  for  conferring  the  degrees  "re- 
gardless of  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws." 

The  treasury  is  in  a  flattering  condition. 

The  Grand  Lodge  expressed  fraternal  sympathy  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec  in  her  difficulty  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
and  expressed  the  hope  that  Masonic  fraternity  and  comity  might 
prevail  to  put  an  end  to  this  fraternal  strife.  New  South  Wale^  also 
received  fraternal  sympathy,  and  the  recognition  was  deferred,  yet 
the  hope  was  expressed  that  ere  long  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont 
might  be  able  to  greet  one  united  Grand  organization. 
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In  relation  to  the  International  Resolntions  from*  Lonisiana,  Ver- 
mont adopted  the  following  refiolntion  as  a  reply: 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont  is  the  supreme  power 
within  this  grand  jurisdiction,  and  has  exclusive  and  sovereign  au- 
thority over  all  matters  appertaining  to  Ancient  Craft  Masonry 
therein,  subject  only  to  the  unchangeable  laws  of  the  Order,  the 
acknowledged  constitutions  and  ancient  landmarks. 

Brother  Perkins  was  re-elected  Grand  Master. 

Brother  Lavant  M.  Bead,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  pen  of  M.  W.  Bro. 
P.  G.  M.,  L.  C.  Butler.  We  think  we  see  the  Brother  while  studying 
"  the  printed  proceedings  of  near  sixty  Grand  Lodges,  amounting  to 
some  15,000  pages  of  matter,"  teeling  as  though  the  labor  were  in 
vain ;  that  the  effort  to  compress  and  analyze  this  mass  of  material  is 
or  may  be  fruitless,  because  there  are  so  few  of  the  brethren  of  one's 
own  jurisdiction  will  take  the  trouble  to  peruse  them.  For,  he  says, 
speaking  of  Masonry : 

By  studying  its  movements  as  shown  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
many  and  widespread  divisions  of  its  great  hosts,  we  gather  profit 
and  instructions  from  its  achievements,  and  inspiration  for  our  Ma- 
sonic life-work.  But  this  object  cannot  be  fully  Hccomplished  unless 
these  pages  which  are  spread  out  before  us  are  carefully  read.  The 
review  we  present  of  the  great  Masonic  hosts,  however  brilliant  and 
attractive  it  may  be,  or  however  much  of  Masonic  information,  in- 
struction and  inspiration  it  may  eontain,  will  fall  like  music  upon 
the  dead,  unless  it  is  read  by  those  for  whose  benefit  it  is  prepared. 
How  many  of  the  brethren  in  this  jurisdiction  will  read  the  report 
now  presented  ?  How  many  have  read  those  that  have  preceded  it? 
In  some  jurisdictions  the  proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge  are  *'  ordered 
to  be  read  in  all  the  Lodges."    Why  not  in  this  jurisdiction  also? 

Of  Alabama  his  review  is  kind.  He  quotes  the  conclusion  of  the 
report  on  the  Powers  of  a  Grand  Master,  but  whether  he  approves 
or  disapproves,  as  the  Mexican  would  say,  *'quien  sabe.*' 

VIRGINIA,  1885. 

There  was  held  on  14th  December,  1885,  the  One  Hundred  and 
Eighth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State, 
presided  over  by  M.  W.  Brother  Francis  H.  Hill,  Grand  Master. 

The  Craft  is  diminiKhing  in  numbers  in  this  Grand  old  jurisdiction, 
from  what  causes  we  at  this  distance  cannot  determine.  The  statis- 
tical table  give  no  information,  nor  such  data  as  will  enable  us  to 
arrive  at  any  reasonable  conclusion. 
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Many  questions  were  sabmitted  to  the  jadgment  of  the  Gnwd 
Master,  which,  in  its  exercise,  displayed  a  tmly  conserYative  Ma- 
sonic spirit.  From  these  decisions  we  learn  that  Virginia  requires  a 
residence  of  twelve  months  within  her  borders  before  an  applicatioD 
for  initiation  can  be  entertained,  but  that  with  this  qualification  on 
the  part  of  the  candidate,  even  if  rejected  previously  in  another 
jurisdiction,  the  Lodge  may  proceed  with  the  case.  In  this  connec- 
tion we  will  state  that  there  is  no  prescribed  time  for  residence  in 
Alabama,  but  we  think  the  Virginia  rule  on  this  point  a  good  one. 
Brother  Drinkard,  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  under 
Alabama,  furnishes  us  with  a  good  scolding  letter  from  some  Virginia 
Brother  to  whom  application  had  doubtless  been  made  as  to  the 
standing  and  moral  character  of  some  newly-arrived  denizen,  aod  we 
give  it  for  the  benefit  of  our  brethren  here: 

P.  S. — Under  Alabama  we  place  the  extracts  which  here  follow,  on 
the  subject  of  domicile,  or  the  length  of  time  a  profane  is  required 
to  reside  in  a  State  before  he  can  petition  for  the  degrees.  These 
extracts  are  taken  from  a  letter  written  by  a  learned  Virginia  Mason 
to  a  brother  in  Alabama.  We  omit  the  author's  name  because  we 
have  not  permission  to  use  it.  We  also  omit  his  introduction,  and 
what  he  says  of  the  profane,  concerning  whose  character  he  was  in- 
terrogated.   Our  Virginia  brother  says: 

''Now  I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  an  a  brother  Mason  for  calling 
your  attention  to  a  provision  in  the  Masonic  law  of  our  8tate  that 
strikes  me  as  being  eminently  wise  and  salutary.  With  us  no  peti- 
tiou  for  initiation  can  be  entertained  b.y  a  Lodge  unless  the  applicant 
has  been  an  actual  resident  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Lodge  for 
the  twelve  months  theretofore  last  past. 

''You  will  re&dily  see  that  with  this  provision  in  force  it  must  be 
almost,  if  not  quite,  impossible  for  any  one  seeking  admission  to 
Masonry  not  to  be  more  or  less  well  known  to  some  of  the  members, 
thus  affording  to  the  Lodge  opportunity  for  direct  and  personal 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  applicant  instead  of  such  knowl- 
edge being  mere  hearsay  and  second-hand. 

"  Again,  a  very  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  provision  referred 
to  is  to  be  found  in  this  view  of  the  matter.  Have  you  not,  in  making 
the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter,  practically,  to  almost  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  taken  from  your  Lodge,  where  it  properly  alone 
belfiugs,  the  ballot  in  this  case,  and  put  it  in  the  hands  of  a  single 
individual,  who,  only  as  he  happens  to  be  a  Mason,  is  in  nowise 
responsible  or  in  any  way  directly  amenable  to  your  Lodge? 

**It  might  be,  for  aught  yon  can  know  to  the  contrary,  that  I,  to 

whom  you  have  in  a  quasi  way  confided  the  fate  of  Mr.  M 's 

petition,  and  who  am  utterly  unknown  to  you,  may  be  actuated  by 
some  low,  unworthy  grudge  against  him,  and  only  too  glad  to  avail 
myself  of  the  means  you  have  voluntarily  furnished  me,  to  work  him 
irreparable  harm. 

*'  Moreover,  does  not  the  fact  in  itself,  that  I  have  just  received 
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iDqairieB  of  like  pi  .  t  "  •  t  •  difPereDt  States,  demonstrate  the 
ntility,  not  to  say  i'  i  hsi  \.  r<  i  such  a  prorisioD,  and  plead 
mosjt  earnestly  for  itH  udopii  u  ? 

**  It  may  not  be  amiss,  or  ont  of  place  in  this  connection,  to  say  in 
conclusion,  that  in  my  observation  and  experience  as  a  Mason  (and 
in  this  respect  I  think  the  experience  of  all  old  Masons  will  concnr 
with  my  own  \  thp  Order  lias  suffered  infinitely  more  by  letting  in 
bad  materinl  thnt)  it  hnn  by  exoladiof^  good.  It  is  tme  I  have  some- 
times, but  very  rnrply,  seen  an  applicant  black-balled  when,  as  I 
thought,  he  onght  to  be  oDexceptionable  to  every  one.  Bnt  often, 
very  often,  have  I  seen  the  reverse.** 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was  fraternally  recognized. 

Brother  Hill  was  re-elected  Grand  Master  and  Brother  Wm.  B. 
Isaacs  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Wm.  F.  Drinkard  made  the  report  on  correspondence, 
Alabama  for  1884  being  found  among  the  proceeding  reviewed. 

On  the  subject  of  jurisdiction,  and  in  addition  to  that  already  quo- 
ted, we  give  below  from  the  report  under  New  York. 

To  a  paragraph  on  the  subject  of  jurisdiction  Bro.  Simons  of  New 
York  replies : 

*'  We  most  certainly  do  not ;  but  only  this,  that  where  a  party  hav- 
ing a  legal  residence  in  New  York  removes  his  domicile  to  Virginia, 
he  must  live  there  one  year  to  acquire  a  legal  residence  ;  but  if  the 
New  York  Lodge  choose  to  waive  jurisdiction,  at  least  such  jurisdic- 
tion as  it  had  up  to  the  time  of  removal  there,  then  Virginia  need 
not  wait  any  longer  than  it  wants  to  ;  l»ut  as  to  following  a  profane 
for  twelve  hours,  we  do  not  believe  in  it.** 

We  guessed  aright  ;  and  yet  Brother  Simons  sets  up.  in  the  next 
breath,  the  claim  which  he  had  just  repudiated.  He  says  he  certainly 
does  not  claim  that  New  York  has  jurisdiction  for  even  twelve  days 
over  profanes  who  have  removed  from  that  jurisdiction  ;  but  before 
he  finishes  the  sentence  contaiuing  that  disclaimer,  he  adds  that  **  if 
New  York  choose  to  waive  such  jurisdiction,  as  it  had  up  to  the  time 
of  removal,"  &c  ,  &c.  Hut  that  jurisdiction,  you  have  agreed,  was 
lost  the  moment  the  candidate  moved  out  of  the  State.  It  is  imposi- 
ble,  therefore,  for  New  York  to  have  any  jurisdiction  to  waive.  Vir- 
ginia n^-eds  no  waiver  of  jurisdiction.  Her  juris^'iction  attaches  the 
moment  the  profane  enters  Virginia,  and  all  subsequent  proceedings 
need  conform  to  her  law  only.  New  Ynrk  has  absolutely  nothing  to 
do  with  the  matter  at  any  stage  of  the  proceedings,  and  Brother  Si- 
mons, we  are  sure,  will  say  the  same. 

We  will  give  but  one  more  extract.  It  is  in  support  of  our  views 
as  to  the  power  or  effect  of  a  certificate  of  Dimit  and  what  constitutes 
a  dimit. 

Brother  Wilbnr  F.  Foster,  of  Tennessee  furnishes   the  Report  on 

10 
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Foreign  Correspondence.  It  bristles  with  good  points.  Referring  to 
the  Arkansas  rule  that  a  vote  authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  dimit  does 
not  constitute  a  dimittal,  Brother  Foster  says  : 

"  In  Tennessee,  in  common  with  a  large  majority  of  jorisdictioot, 
it  is  held  that  the  yote  of  the  Lodge  is  the  actual  dimit,  the  secreta- 
ry's certificate  being  simply  the  proof  of  the  fact  to  the  ontside  world, 
and  in  no  sense  the  dimit  proper.  Marriage  certificates  are  common; 
and  in  many  cities  where  board-of-health  laws  require  it,  physician's 
certificates  of  the  death  of  a  patient  are  required.  In  one  ease  we 
suppose,  by  the  Arkansas  rule,  a  man  is  not  married,  and  the  other 
case  not  dead,  until  the  official  certificate  is  properly  made  out  and 
signed." 

In  other  words,  the  brother  is  entitled  to  the  dimit  becaose  he  has 
dimitted,  or  been  dimitted.  The  paper  dimit  certifies  that  he  has 
been  dimitted,  and,  of  course,  certifies  a  fact.  Can  the  refusal  or 
neglect  of  the  Secretary  to  furnish  the  certificate  alter  the  fact?  Sap- 
pose  the  Master  ask  the  Secretary  whether  Brother  Jones  has  been 
dimitted  or  not ;  the  Secretary  must  answer  **  Ten,"  or  '*No,**  and 
then,  furnishing  the  certificate,  answer  *-Tes,"  though  the  Lodge  has 
done  nothing  in  the  case  in  the  mean  time?  In  a  word,  will  he  say 
that  the  brother  has  not  dimitted  because,  though  the  Lodge  by 
Yote  dimitted  him,  yet  he,  by  his  certificate,  has  not  done  so?  The 
record  of  the  Lodge  mnst  be  conclusive  evidence.  Surely  that  can- 
not be  discredited  by  the  failure  of  the  Secretary  to  issue  a  dimit. 
And  if  not,  then  the  failure  to  record  the  fact  of  dismissal  cannot 
change  the  fact  that  a  dimit  has  been  voted  by  the  Lodge. 

WEST  VIRGINIA,  1885. 

The  Twenty-First  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  the  10th  day  of  November,  1885,  Grand  Master  George 
£.  Thornburg  in  the  chair. 

As  in  the  old  parent  Grand  Lodge  jurisdiction  we  find  the  member- 
ship decreasing  here.  While  156  were  raised  209  fall  off  by  dimis- 
sions  and  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues.  Notwithstanding  a 
great  decrease  in  membership  the  Grand  Master  says:  "  Permit  me 
to  congratulate  you  upon  the  prosperUy  and' harmony  that  have  dwelt 
within  our  borders." 

Among  the  acts  of  the  Grand  Master  we  find  two  that  do  not 
meet  with  our  approval,  they  being,  as  we  think,  antagonisUo  to  the 
trne  principles  of  the  institution.  The  first  is  the  granting  a  dispen. 
sation  to  a  Lodge  to  **  open  and  hold  a  special  communication  for 
the  purpose  of  re-instating  a  worthy  brother.  We  are  not  informed  that 
every  member  of  the  Lodge  should  receive  proper  notice  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  communication,  and  if  such  was  not  required,  by  this 
process  a  very  unworthy  object  might  be  hoisted  upon  the  fiatemity 
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by  a  friendly  yet  designing  master.  The  other  is  the  decision  that 
**A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  masonic.*'  This,  in  onr  opinion,  is 
directly  adverse  to  and  destractive  of  the  dnties,  and  powers,  and  re- 
sponsibility of  the  master  of  a  Lodge.  Though  snch  a  motion  may 
perhaps  be  proper  enoagh  in  a  Orand  Lodge  which  is  s61ely  a  legisla- 
tiye  body,  yet  we  cannot  for  the  reasons  above  given  conceiye  its  cor- 
rectness in  a  Lodge. 

The  D.  D.  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  District  well  says  as  fol- 
laws  : 

*'  Generally  speaking,  I  fear  our  order  is  drifting  away  from  the 
land-marks  of  Masonry.  Masonry  misnnderstood  is  misleading  and 
ilhisionary  ;  the  shadow  is  taken  for  the  substance ;  show  and  mys- 
tery are  prized  too  often  above  character  and  honest  worth  ;  the  inner 
chamber  is  sought  too  often  for  personal  aggrandisement  or  business 
advantage.  Its  deep  quiet  workit^gs,  both  by  principle  and  example, 
to  make  men  better,  purer,  and  more  noble  in  aU  the  relations  of  life, 
are  too  frequently  misuoderstood  or  disregarded  to  siuch  an  extent 
that  he  who  studies  them  and  is  enobled  by  them  is  held  in  (»steem  by 
the  world,  not  because  he  is  a  Mason,  and  fully  imbued  with  its  spir- 
it, but  upon  the  grounds  of  personal  goodness  of  character." 

Brother  Odell  S.  Long  was  made  Grahd  Master. 

Brother  George  W.  Atkinson  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Long  m  id^  the  oorrespondeoce  report,  which  is  not  as 
usual  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of  other  Grand  Lodges  and  for 
reasons  given  below  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  again  bewails  its  inabil- 
ity to  submit  for  your  perusal  a  review  of  the  proc^^edings  of  other 
Grand  Lodges.  Barring  nny  inclination  whatever  to  indulge  in  im- 
proper language,  we  are  in  some  respects  like  the  roan  in  the  oft  told 
story  ;  he  who  scorned  '"the  dull  neutralities  of  nndeootated  speech" 
and  **wove  a  glimmering  streak  of  profanity  into  the  fabric  of  ordi- 
nary discourse  ;''  he  whose  po  atoes  all  slipped  out  of  the  cart  as  he 
drove  the  oxen  up  a  steep*  hill  side  ;  and  when  the  boys  gathered 
around  to  hear  what  he  would  say  when  he  discoverrd  the  loss,  went 
to  work  gathering  up  the  potatoes,  ooly  remarking,  *'Boys,  I  feel 
that  my  gift  of  language  is  not  equal  to  the  occasion."  As  this  com- 
mittee contemplates  the  mass  of  printad  matter  placed  before  it  for 
review,  the  thousands  of  printed  pages  which  must  be  carefully  read 
in  order  to  condense  into  reasonable  limits  a  summary  of  Masonic 
proceedings  elsewhere,  and  with  such  comments  as  the  perusal  of 
these  proceedings  suggest,  the  mental  and  physical  labor  necessary 
to  make  up  a  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  such  as  is  the  work 
of  similar  committee  in  all  of  our  sister  Grand  Lodges,  we  fall  back 
upon  the  old  story  and  simply  say  that  we  cannot  do  justice  to  the 
occasion. 

• 

The  Committee  is  greatly  puzzled  to  make  oat  among  the  nnmeions 


148  APPENDIX.  [1886. 

claimants  for  recognition  of  Grand  Lodges  in  foreign  conntries  pre- 
senting conflicting  claims  in  languages  nnknown  to  the  committee 
whom  or  which  to  recommend.  Hence,  the  Committee  recommended 
the  establishment  of  a  Grand  Masonic  Congress  of  a  representattve 
from  each  of  the  North  American  English  speaking  Grand  Lodges, 
which  shall  hold  a  session  every  other  year  to  determine  the^e  ques- 
tions, and  the  Grand  Lodge  appointed  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  to 
correspond  with  the  several  Grand  Lodges  to  this  end. 

WISCONSIN,  1886. 

M.  W.  Brother  Oliver  Libbey,  Grand  Master,  opened  in  Ample 
Form  the  Forty-Second  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 
There  is  a  marked  growth  in  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction;  yet  the 
dimissions  are  numerous,  though  the  suspensions  are  small.  This  is 
an  indication  of  growing  zeal  among  our  brethren  there.  There  are 
near  13,000  active  workers  in  this  Masonic  hive.  Of  them  the  Grand 
Master  says:  '*  Freemasonry  at  large  is  advancing  on  the  peaceful 
tenor  of  its  way  as  in  the  years  that  are  past."    He  further  says: 

An  occasional  attempt  on  the  part  of  a  few  Lodges  to  evade  the 
long-established  rule  of  exclusive  jurisdiction  is  made  in  some  of  our 
sister  Grand  Lodges;  but  such  attempts  are  vain,  and  cannot  long 
survive  the  unanimous  expression  of  disapproval  which  pronounces 
the  sentiment  of  the  grand  body  of  Masons.  Among  our  constituent 
Lodges,  hardly  an  instance  of  discord  or  disagreement  has  arisen 
during  the  year,  and  moderate  accessions  to  their  ranks  have  shown 
their  healthy  and  prosperous  conditioo.  That  such  a  condition 
exists,  is  due  not  to  the  active  supervision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  its 
officers,  but  to  the  zealous  and  faithful  efforts  of  the  brethren  of  the 
subordinate  Lodgos,  to  whom  is  committed  the  duty  of  guarding  the 
outer  door  and  maintaining  the  reputation  of  the  Craft,  and  who 
have  so  effectually  performed  their  work. 

Among  the  decisions  we  find  this: 

4.  When  one  Lodge  confers  a  degree  upon  a  candidate,  for  and  at 
the  request  of  another  Lodge,  the  fee  for  such  degree,  in  the  absence 
of  any  special  agreement,  belongs  to  the  Lodge  conferring  the  degree. 
This  may  be  modified  by  special  arrangement  between  the  Lodgcfs. 

We  were  a  little  surprised  to  find  this  rule  prevailing  in  that  juris- 
diction, but  a  further  examination  of  the  proceedings  showed  that 
the  Grand  Lodge  announced  as  its  opinion  what  is  and  ba^  always 
been  the  understanding  in  our  own  jurisdiction  in  the  following 
language: 
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3.  As  to  decision  designated  the  4th,  it  holds  the  law  to  be:  If 
the  work  i^  done  for  the  Lodge  in  which  elected  and  has  jurisdiction, 
the  fee  belongs  to  sach  Lodge,  and  he  belongs  thereto.  If  consent 
is  given  to  a  Lodge  which  has  no  jurisdiction  to  confer  the  degrees, 
such  Lodge  is  entitled  to  the  fee,  and  the  candidate  becomes  a  mem- 
ber of  such  Lodge.  If  work  is  done  by  one  Lodge  for  another,  the 
fee  by  agreement  may  belong  to  the  Lodge  doing  the  work. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  made  a  lengthy  report  on  the 
disturbance  in  Quebec,  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolvedf  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  jealous 
of  her  own  independence  and  sovereign  powers  within  her  prescribed 
limits,  will  not  only  maintain  and  defend  these  rights  for  herself, 
but  has  and  will  at  all  times  record  her  voicn  and  vote  agaiust  a  vio- 
lation of  them  by  othern. 

Resolved,  That  while  this  Grand  Lodge  regrets  the  action  of  the 
recusant  Lodges  in  usurping  the  lawfully  occupied  territory  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  we  venture  the  hope  that  said  Lodges  will 
transfer  their  allegiance  to  the  only  source  of  Masonic  power  within 
the  province  in  which  they  are  located,  and  that  the  M.  W.  Grand 
Lodge  claiming  their  allegiance  will  take  such  action  that  the  unity 
and  harmony  so  essential  to  true  fraternity  may  be  fully  established. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  8tate  of  Wisconsin  regards 
all  Lodges  in  the  province  of  Quebec  holding  allegiance  to  any  Grand 
Lodge  other  than  the  recognized  Grand  Lodge  of  that  proviuce,  as 
illegal  and  irregular,  and  that  all  Lodges  and  brethren  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Slate  of  Wisconsin  are  charged 
not  to  hold  Masonic  intercourse  with  such  illegal  or  irregular  Lodges, 
or  any  member  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin 
be  requested  to  issue  his  edict,  in  conformity  herewith,  to  the  Lodges 
and  brethren  of  his  obedience. 

The  two  first  of  which  were  adopted,  while  the  two  last  were  re- 
jected, thereby  displaying  a  large  catholic  and  conservative  spirit, 
eminently  Masonic  in  its  character. 

Action  was  deferred  on  the  applications  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Mexico,  Peru,  and  Porto  Rico,  but  that  of  South  Australia  received 
recognition  and  fraternal  greeting. 

In  reply  to  the  resoliitions  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana 
touching  an  International  Masonic  Code,  a  part  reads  thus: 

The  plan  that  has  been  in  vogue  since  the  first  Grand  Lodges  were 
established  in  this  country  has  been  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of 
its  creation,  to-wit:  to  cause  to  be  reported  annually  the  doings  of 
each  Grand  Lodge  in  correspondence  with  it,  whereby  innovations 
might  be  discovered  and  disapproved,  or  moved  against,  to  the  end^ 
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that  the  Landmarks  might  be  kept  nnsnllied  and  remain  iniacl;  and 
that  the  Master  Masons  within  each  Grand  jarisdiciion  might  be 
possessed  of  the  tme  doings  in  the  sister  Grand  jarisdictions. 

To  thus  obtain  and  let  go  all  the  essential,  material  proceedings  to 
the  Masonic  world.  If  errors  crept  in,  such  wonld  be  discoTered 
and  pointed  out.  If  good  work  and  tme  was  initiated  or  completed 
in  a  sister  Grand  I«odge,  such  was  made  known.  If  any  of  the 
Landmarks  were  infringed  or  encroached  npon  by  designing  men 
and  Masons,  and  detected  as  bad,  like  some  of  the  provisions  of  our 
constitution  of  about  six  years  standing,  and  such  were  expunged 
by  resolution  of  Grand  Lodge,  as  has  been  done  by  our  own  Grand 
Lodje,  and  which  action  was  heralded  through  the  several  Grand 
Lodges  in  correspondence  with  our  Grand  Lodge,  the  Masonic  world 
reaped  tbe  benefits  thereof.  If  the  principles  of  Masonry  are  being 
prostrated  by  the  trickery  of  political,  unwholesome  schemes,  Uke 
electiooeering  for  one's  self,  or  bringing  in  to  use  all  side  efforts  to 
obtain  office  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  or  to  reach  exalted  positions  in 
Grand  Lodge  by  such  means  as  is  only  known  to  political  intriguers 
or  partizHU  caucusers  circulMting  printed  or  written  ballots  if*  elect 
himself  or  promote  himself  from  one  position  to  another  in  Grand 
Lodge,  and  a  Grand  Master  having  the  spirit  of  Masonry  ruling 
within  him,  and  possessing  the  courage  to  put  his  seal  of  condemna- 
tion against  such  practices,  and  words  spoken  should  go  into  the 
Masonic  world,  and  thereby  such  nnmasonic  proceedings  be  stopped, 
the  true  principles  of  Masonic  Law  would  obtain,  the  same  as  if 
enunciated  by  an  International  Code. 

If  the  faithful  correspondent  reports  to  his  Grand  Lodge  the  good 
and  the  bad  that  arises  in  Foreign  Grand  Lodges,  concurring  in  the 
good,  and  condemning  the  bad,  from  bis  honest,  fearless  and 
independent  report,  and  the  (•ubordinate  Lodge  will  cause  the  same 
as  well  as  Bro.  Bouck*s  constitution,  to  be  read  in  Lodge,  there  will 
be  no  need  of  an  Iternational  Code 

We  therefore  recommend  that  further  action  on  the  proposed  In- 
ternational Code,  submitted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

E.  E.  CHAPIN. 

Brother  Eugene  S.  Elliott  was  made  Grand  Master,  and  Brother 
John  W.  Laffln,  Grand  Secretary. 

Brother  Emmons  E.  Chapin  made  the  Correspondence  report  of 
182  pages,  Alabama  for  1885,  being  found  therein.  The  reporter 
gave  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  report  of  our  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  with  the  comment  that,  '*  If  this  discussion  oontinnes 
we  may  feel  it  our  duty  to  give,  at  some  future  time  the  entire  argu- 
ment presented  by  Brother  Pillans  upon  this  question.** 

WYOMING,  1885. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Eleventh  Annual  Communication 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Territory,  held  on  the  Ist  December, 
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1885,  with  B.  W.  J.  H.  Goddard,  D.  G.  li.,  as  Grand  Master,  in  the 
East  Within  the  Jurisdiction  are  six  Lodges,  with  a  membership  of 
436 ,  and  we  find  that  this  number  is  increasing. 

In  conseqoenee  of  severe  illness  in  his  family  the  Grand  Master, 
£.  F.  Cheney,  was  prevented  from  attending— but  forwarded  his 
address^  which  was  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary.  From  it  we  learn 
that  no  questions  of  snfficient  importance  to  be  laid  before  the  Grand 
Lodge  were  referred  to  him.  A  dispensation  for  the  formation  of  a 
new  Lodge  was  granted. 

Brother  J.  H.  Symons,  the  Grand  Secretary,  and  who  had  been  such 
for  four  years,  declined  re-election,  becaase  of  the  pressing  cares  of 
business. 

The  Grand  Lodge  passed  a  resolution  prohibiting  masonic  inter- 
course with  the  member  of  either  of  the  three  lodges  of  Montreal 
which  hold  allegianoe  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  These  Lodges 
are  St.  Lawrence,  St.  Paul,  and  St.  George. 

Brother  J.  B.  Adams  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Brother  E.  P. 
Snow,  Grand  Secretary. 

CONCLUSION. 

Thus  we  present  you  with  the  result  of  our  work,  having  reviewed 
the  proceedings  of  forty-nine  Grand  Lodges.  From  the  list  we  miss 
Canada,  Ohio,  Quebec,  and  Washington  Territory— we  count  not 
those  which  are  published  in  a  tongue  unknown  to  us.  To  the  rep- 
rosentation  of  such  should  you  look  for  an  account  of  their  condi- 
tion. But  in  this  review  we  have  striven  to  be  as  brief  as  possible, 
to  give  as  few  thoughts  of  our  own  as  would  be  consistent  with  a 
proper  show  of  the  thoughts,  acts,  and  condition  of  our  neighbors. 
Indeed,  such  unanimity  and  harmony  of  thought  on  Masonic  sub- 
jects prevail,  that  the  necessity  for  any  other  course  is  not  apparent. 

We  have  handled  some  of  the  proceedings  of  the  various  foreign 
bodies  seeking  recognition ;  they  have  not  been  before  us,  though  we 
have  had  some  in  the  German,  Magyar,  and  other  unknown  tongues 
which  have  demonstrated  the  universality  of  Masonry.  But  how 
these  work,  we  know  not ;  whence  they  sprung,  we  know  not ;  to 
whom  or  what  they  are  of  obedience,  we  know  not,  then  how  could 
we  be  expected  to  write  of  what  we  neither  know,  or  understand? 

With  this  we  make  our  bow  and  retire. 

P.  J.  PILLAN8. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAYMENT    OF    DUEa 


BisiNo  ViBTUB  No.  4. — William  A.  Lealand,  Herman  Glaok,  Sidney 
F.  Leach,  John  B.  Darrett — 4. 

MouLTON  No.  6. — Jackaon  Windham,  Orson  D.  Gibson— 2. 

GiLEAD  No.  9.  —Jesse  A.  Wright,  Jesse B.  Barns,  Heywood  Vaaghan, 
Gross  A.  Turner,  William  B.  Conch,  William  C.  Foster,  Thomas  A 
Hightower,  Caleb  C.  Cnrtis,  John  M.  Toang— 9. 

BoTAL  Whitb  Habt  No.  10.  —  Lovard  Lee,  Jerry  N  Williams,  Hamp 
W.  Thomas,  Alexander  H.  Thomas,  Martin  H.  Parish,  John  F.  Bell, 
Walter  8.  White,  John  H.  McBea,  Simon  A  Sims— 9. 

MoMTooMBBT  No.  Il.--Charle8  J.  Campbell,  John  Swann— 2. 

Dals  No.  25. — Bichebourg  Gktillard,  John  A.  C.  Horn,  John  C. 
Fritohett,  Green  F.  Sparlin— 4. 

La  Fatbttb  No.  26.— John  B.  Beid,  William  H.  Sanborn— 2. 

Selma  Fbatebnal  No.  27.-  Frederic  J.  Hooker,  Bernard  Jacob, 
Joseph  May,  William  W.  Boberts— 4. 

BisiNO  Sun  No.  29.— Edward  G.  Kimbell,  William  Smith,  Henry  C. 
Soadens,  Henry  B.  McJntire,  Thomas  F.  Tnrley,  Thomas  N.  Mar- 
tin-6. 

MoBiLB  No.  40.— Engene  A.  Eastbam,  William  A.  Becker,  Martin 
Adams,  Edward  E.  England,  Isaac  B.  Toung,  Joseph  Bodrigaes 
Jr-6. 

LiYiNosTON  No.  41.— Bobert  S.  Mason,  John  Lawhon,  John  M. 
Eason  -  3. 

Habmont  No.  46.— Green  C.  Beckham,  John  A.  B.  Besson,  William 
Jernegan,  Allen  W.  Stokes,  James  Fletcher  Scaif,  Isaac  Sieneman— 6. 

Dbmopolis  No.  49.— Joel  J.  Bolton,  Phineas  K.  McMiller — 2. 

Union  No.  50.  —  Henry  8.  Long— 1. 

Tbot  No.  56.— Hansford  B.  Coward,  Charles  B.  Golson,  James  F. 
Hartsfield,  Eldridge  D.  Martin,  Pinkney  A.  Tatnm,  William  H.  Po- 
sey, Alfred  H.  Bainer,  John  T.  Stephenson,  A.  St.  Clair  Tennille, 
Thomas  J.  Yonngblood,  William  D.  Martin — 11. 

TusKBOEE  No.  57. — William  G.  Stephenson — 1. 

Benton  No.  59.— Frank  Powell  Biggs— 1. 
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ToMPKiNSTiLLK  No.  61.— Thomas  B.  Woodward,  James  Y.  Penoing- 
toD,  John  Wesley  Johnson,  John  Madison  Johnson— 4. 

Saint  Johns  No  62.— James  W.  liartin,  William  C.  Ellis,  William 
Yoangblood  — 3. 

EuBBKi.  No.  64. — Joseph  M.  Thigpen,  Thomas  F.  Potter — 2. 

Lebebtt  No.  65.— Gabriel  H.  Fort,  Isham  G.  Wilson,  George  W. 
Stewart— 3. 

Gentbal  No.  70. — Jasper  N.  Campbell,  James  E.  B.  Davidson,  John 
H.  Oakes,  Benjamin  W.  West,  Joshua  W.  West,  Henry  Wilson,  John 
W.  Crnise— 7. 

Wilcox  No.  80.— Henry  E.  Voltz,  William  W.  McOonico— 2. 

PBATTYiikLX  No.  89.— John  Bams,  Emmett  I.  Smith— 2. 

TncKABATCHKE  No  96.— Robert  C.  Horn,  James  P.  Arrant— 2. 

LozAHATCHBB  No  97.— Daniel  F.  Aderholt,  William  W.  Little,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Stewart,  Fielder  Norton,  William  J.  Stewart,  Lues  G.  O. 
Bryant— 4. 

Haktwell  No.  101.— George  W.  Glements— 1. 

Shiloh  No.  105.— Gad  Norwoodj  John  8.  Frazier— 2. 

Forest  Hill  No.  110. — James  P.  Gosper,  Elbert  Jordon— 2. 

DsKalb  No.  116.  —Joseph  Hoge,  Absalom  G.  Gollins,  William  F. 
PHyne,  Jonathan  Galver,  Anthony  B.  Greene,  James  M.  Dobbs. 

Felix  No.  124.  — Bobert  H.  Griffin,  James  G.  Hitchoook,  Benjamin 

F.  Seay,  Haywood  Pipkin  —4. 

UnittNo.  136. — Isaiah  Jeremiah  Hestle— 1. 

Baldwin  No.  142.— Bobert  F.  Gruit,  Gilbert  M.  Gruit— 2. 

BuBLESoN  No.  143.  —James  Haghes,  Bobert  W.  Nelson,  Gharnel  H. 
Thorn,  Henry  Galp  White,  George  Washington  Holt — h.-^ 

Fbatebmitt  No.  145. — James  H.  Ghamblee,  Samael  M.  Fonst,  Willis 
A.  Green— 3. 

Bladon Spbinos No.  151.— William  A.  Tnrner,  Edward  G.  Napper— 2. 

Penick  No.  161.— Eli  F.  Williams,  Thomas  Warrick— 2. 

Hemdbix  No.  162. — Edward  Morrow,  James  W.  Terry,  George 
Weaver— 3. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — Bobert  Elmore,  James  J.  Paschal — 2. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173. — James  B  Stewart,  William  H.  Spiers — 2. 

Delta  No.  189.— Demcy  A.  Bonner,  James  M.  Dillard,  Henry  H. 
Graham,  Washington  H.  Thompson— 4. 

Ghattahoochee  No.  192.— Felix  W.  Shank,  John  H.  Parnel— 2. 

Stlacauoa  No.  200.  —William  F.  Burk,  James  Martin ~2. 

Helicon  No.  201. — Thomas  G  Jefooat — 1. 

Pettustille  No.  207. — James  A.  F.  Bates,  Edward  L.  Estes,  Joab 

G.  Maloue— 3. 
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AiiXXANDBiA  No.  208. — Jobn  F.  Walker— 1. 

Mabshall  No.  209.  —Spencer  GhamberB  Jr. ,  Barah  Chambers,  Jesse 

E.  Chambers,   Thomas  S.  Chambers  James  M.  Troop,    Tonng   M. 
Howard,  Leopold  UUman— 7. 

LiKBYiLLB  No.  219. — Franklin  T.  Stephenson,  Dayid  H.  Borrongb, 
John  W.  Knowles,  John  T.  Gaston,  John  H.  Barefield— 5. 

Nbwton  No.  224.— Jotin  D.  Crim — I. 

Daixas  No.  228. — Henry  W.  Armstrong,  Samuel  O.  Stripiin — 2. 

Bbx4B  No.  230.— Lafayette  Kennedy— 1. 

Duck  Spbino  No.  231.— Isaac  Benton  Dairy mple,  William  P. 
Cooper— 2. 

Gadsdbn  No.  236.— John  T.  Barrett,  James  A.  Hastings,  David  A. 
Miller-3. 

Faibmount  No.  238.— John  Findly,  Alford  D.  Caton,  Oeorge  Love- 
less, John  Bledsoe— 4. 

Coosa  No.  242.  —William  T.  Massengale,  John  C.  Edwards,  JqUdb 
I.  Edwards— 3. 

Cbopwell  No.  247. — Thomas  B.|Beavers— I. 

AMAifD  No.  250.— John  G.  Barber,  James  W.  Edwards,  John  M.  S. 
Golson — 3 

NoTHPOBT  No  252.— Walter  Harking,  William  B.  Dodson — ^2. 

Rose  Hill  No.  253. — Jonathan  J.  Haralson,  Duncan  Ansley.  John 

F.  Low  man,  James  P  Boosseau,  John  W.  Haygood — 5. 
Gaylbsyillb  No.  256 — Thomas  N.  Butler— 1. 

Ebyin  No.  257.— Leonidas  K.  Smith,  William  F.  Sides,  Henry  C. 
Sides,  Archibald  Keeton,  William  C.  Bomine— 5. 

Talladega  No  261  —8.  R.  Bingham,  W.  T.  Sisson,  G.  W.  Parson, 
A.  W.  Huston,  James  Gillespy,  Joseph  C.  Burgin,  Joseph  A.  Ed- 
wards--7. 

Walnut  Gbovb  No.  264.— James  M.  Herring,  William  P.  Chap- 
pell-2. 

Mbbidlln  No.  265. — Louis  C.  Blair,  George  M.  Fowler.  Eldridge  B. 
Hawkins,  Albert  H.  Jones,  Wilson  S.  McDavid,  William  D.  Spelce— 6. 

Pba  Rivbr  No.  271.    -Phillip  W.  Killingworth— 1 

NoBTHEBN  No.  278.  —  Johu  Carmak,  John  W.  Grayson— 2. 

Spbinoyille  No.  280  —Calvin  J.  Patterson,  Thomas  G.  Simpson, 
William  W.  Thompson.  George  H   Crozier,  Andrew  J.  Best -5. 

Chablbs  Baskrbvillb  No.  281.  — Darby  R.  Tucker,  George  S.  Tuck- 
er, Andrew  J.  Reeves— 3. 

Olinton  So   2S7  ^Harmon  StricklftD'l— I. 

NoRr.iH  Vo  301.     S-imael  (r  Cl.i  k-l 

Ckn:r  l  Pitt   ^o   305        mnnrl  W    .T..|m     1 
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Wabbbnton  No.  320.— William  A.  Mason,  Wiliiam  K.  Wade,  Thom- 
as J.  Evans,  Thomas  Noble,  C.  L.  Taylor,  Thomas  Donahoe,  Silas  B. 
Beanlk,  G.  J.  Hall,  Gas  May,  G.  W.  Thomason— 10. 

Pleasant  HiLii  No.  321.— Wilson  P.  Donaldson,  John  M.  Donald- 
son, W.  J.  Powell,  Bayliss  Dondleson,  John  Green,  Henry  Fnlmer, 
Larkin  Craft,  Wesley  Hill— 8. 

Gkoboe  Ann  Datis  No.  338.— Alfonz  B.  Morrow— 1. 

Glxab  Cbbbk  No.  340.— Elijah  Sontherland,  Andrew  J.  Taylor— 2. 

BnENTHiLX  No.  348.— Joseph  Thompson— 1. 

OzABK  No.  349. — John  N.  Sansbnry — 1. 

Wilson  WiLiiiAMs  No.  351. — James  O'Grady— 1. 

Van  Bubbn  No.  366.  -William  A.  Small,  Henry  Small,  William  A. 
Beavers,  Francis  M.  Oliver,  Thomas  J.  Nicholson,  George  S.  V.  Heard, 
Thomas  J.  Weaver— 7. 

RuTLKDOX  No.  367.— Isaac  J.  Bmnson,  James  D.  Cook,  Andrew  J. 
Wolf— 3. 

CoTAco  No.  366. — Andrew  J.  Loggins,  William  A.  Edmonds,  Jere- 
miah Tipton.  John  W.  Sullivan— 4. 

Cbobs  Plains  No.  368.  —John  C.  Fanghinder,  John  M.  Teatman, 
George  W.  Stewart,  Reuben  P.  Morgan,  John  J.  Wilson,  William  J. 
Smith,  Joshua  E.  Brook— 7. 

Lakb  City  No.  377— Seth  S.  Fountain,  Jonathan  G.  W.  Miller— 2. 

Weooufka  No.  378.—  James  T.  Nelson  Alfred  D.  Massey,  Benjamin 
F.  Clasland,  Joseph  Dupriest— 4. 

RoBKBT  E.  Lee  No.  379.— Harris  E.  Carter— 1. 

BiBMiNGHAM  Fbatebnal  No.  334.— Goorgc  W.  Craik,  James  B. 
Luckie,  E.  J.  Oden,  Robert  Stephens,  W.  J.  Dunman,  W.  B.  Ector, 
J.  Shannon,  J.  H.  Phillips,  J.  H.  Fergon,  William  Wright,  John  Ver- 
tel,  J.  H.  Duncan,  M.  D.  Parker,  James  E.  Hawkins  —14. 

Tbinitt  Nb.  386.— John  E.  Howell,  Eugene  Ferris,  Marion  Bras- 
well -3. 

Newbubo  No.  388.— James  H.  Sockwall,  Joseph  B.  MtsClellen,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Arnold — 3. 

Vebnon  No.  389.— John  S.  Guyton,  W.  Burton  Hawkins,  Bias 
Brown,  George  Robbison— 4. 

NoBTH  BobdebNo.  391.— Jacob  W.  Todd,  Robert  L.  Pugh,  James C. 
Davis,  William  G.  Wright -4. 

Falkville  No.  396.— George  Francis,  Joseph  G.  Brown,  George  W. 
Mayhaw,  Thomas  L.  Simpson,  David  W.  Bryan — 6. 

Habtselle  No.  398.— Histaspes  Stuart,  Thomas  C.  Ryan— 2. 

EUw  RmoE  No.  399. — James  J.  Beckham — 1. 

Hancevillb  No.  400.— Edward  Lindsey,  William  OomaDt,  J.   A 

11 
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Montgomery,  W.  H.  Musgrove,  W.  J.  Chandler,  C.  H.  Cmmple,  J.  L. 
Jones — 7. 

Gbekn  Hill  No.  402. — Bran  ton  Bay,  Simon  P.  Swennea,  Andrew 
L.  PhillipB,  Frederick  M.  Price— 4. 

GHiiiDBBSBnBO  No.  408.— William  E.  Millinder — 1. 

Hblsni.  No.  410. — Jesse  G.  Frost — 1. 

Jeioson  No.  411. — James  J.  Dawson,  Henry  0.  McPherson — 2. 

Ambbbson  No.  412.  —Tucker  W.  Hood,  George  J.  lliles — 2. 

Hilton  No.  419.— Andrew  E.  Hnmphres — 1. 


REINSTATED. 


MouLTON  No.  6. — Aaron  G.  Walker,  James  M.  Watson,  David  L. 
Dinsmore,  Thomas  M.  Peters — 4. 

MoNTOoMEBT  Mo.  11. — John  W.  Simpson,  Tilghman  Offatt,  Loois 
Bloch— 3. 

Athens  No.  16. — David  B.  Tarbroagh,  Henry  T.  Snow — 2. 

Selma  No.  27. — Jeremiah  Johnson- -1. 

Demopolih  No.  49.  —Emanuel  Adler— 1. 

New  Mabket  No.  52. — John  W.  Summers— 1. 

Benton  No.  59. — Henry  Dudley  Lewis,  Thomas  Haynes  Lundy— 2. 

Saint  Johns  no.  62. — Francis  H.  Moss— 1. 

Eubeka  No.  64. — Thomas  M.  Bragg — 1. 

HoLSEX  No.  68. — John  W.  McNeely,  Thomas  Johnson,  Henry  L. 
Jordan— 3. 

ToHOPEKA  No.  71. — Thomas  M.  Gray--1. 

Solomon  No.  74.— James  Brooks,  Marcellus  McCartey,  Caleb  Dean, 
Jesse  Mitchell,  McClelland  Rachford,  George  H.  Black,  James  M. 
Newman,  John  A.  Rachford,  Charles  Hnokby,  Robert  J.  Kellam, 
William  T.  Harris,  Thomas  C.  GarUngton,  William  J.  Brooks — 13. 

Cbozieb  No.  78.— James  F.  Potter,  Robert  P.  DuFreese— 2. 

Friendship  No.  83.  — Jap  L.  Little — 1. 

TuckABATCHEE  No.  96. — Joseph  S.  Terry — 1. 

LozAHATCHEE  No.  97. — Benjamin  F.  Savage,  William  J.  Straplan — 2. 

Shiloh  No.  105.— William  B.  Doyle— 1. 
.  Hebmon  No.  106. — Arthur  Owen — 1. 
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Stlyan  No.  111.— William  T.  Parson,  Andrew  B.  Bnrton,  Charles 
K.  Oliver— 3. 

NoxAsniiOA  So.  119.— Richard  W.  Hntchina,  Joseph  H.  Norton, 
Jacob  S.  Collins,  William  J.  Nolon,  William  G.  Frazier — 5. 

Fblix  No.  124.— Alvin  H.  Pruett— 1. 

YoBKTiLLE  No.  131.— Andrew  J.  Richardson— 1. 

Shelby  No.  140.  —John  A.  McGibbony,  John  Flynn— 2. 

Baldwin  No.  142.— James  N.  Enbanks — 1. 

Burleson  No  143. — Green  Williams,  Abner  B.  Overton — 2. 

Fratebnitt  No.  145.  -  James  D.  Crump,  John  W.  Posey,  William 
F.  Chamblee— 3. 

Cold  Water  No.  148.— Willis  Burns— 1. 

Maysvillb  No.  158.  -Elijah  F.  Walker,  Fred  Given,  Calloway  Potts, 
Andrew  M.  Sablett,  John  F.  Clark— 5. 

PbnickNo.  161. — James  Howard,  William  Powell — 2. 

Elba  No.  170. — James  Grimes — 1. 

Fellowship  No.  172. — Alexander  C.  Richardson — 1. 

Andrew  Jackson  No.  173.  -  William  B.  Hughes,  William  E. 
Graves — 2. 

Delta  No.  189.  James  £.  Tubbeville,  Andrew  J.  Miller,  Oliver 
Oats,  James  E.  Payne  -4. 

Chattahoochee  No.  192. — James  D.  Glass — 1. 

HopE\(ELL  No.  193. — Daniel  H.  Parker,  Samuel  T.  Williamson, 
Henry  Hutchinson,  Andrew  J.  Walker,  Samuel  T.  Havilland,  Jesse 
Edwards,  James  M.  Sledge,  Stephen  L.  Smith— 8. 

Sylacauoa  No.  200.— Archibald  8.  Stewart — 1. 

Helicon  No.  201.  —Stephen  S.  Lowe,  Everitt  Davis — 2. 

Marshall  No.  209. — Henry  Paris,  Solomon  C.  Capehari — 2. 

Louisville  No.  225.  -  -John  R.  A.  Passmon,  Richard  Tatum»  Daniel 
Rash  els — 3. 

Dallas  No.  228.  -John  W.  Sanders,  Ellison  Miller— 2. 

HARPER8TILLE  No.  235.— Nathauiclf  H.  Self,  Patrick  H.  Randolph, 
William  Martin,  Edward  C.  Lide,  Jones  T.  Blankenship — 5. 

BowEN  No.  240.— William  F.  Smith,  Charles  B.  Vetter-2. 

Coosa  No.  242. — John  S.  Law,  Alexander  A.  Thompson — 2. 

Dawson  No.  244. — James  B.  Hughes,  John  H.  Barrett — 2. 

Harbison  No.  246.— William  O.  Carter,  Jefferson  P.  Carter,  James 
V.  Bradley,  John  A.  Law  Jr.,  James  M.  Gibson,  Jalus  S.  Perdue — 6, 

Crop  WELL  No.  247.  —Jefferson  Riley,  John  G.  Barber,  Edward  R. 
Buchanan — 3. 

Rose  Hill  No.  253. — Henry  Robbins — 1. 

QxTiTMAN  No.  254.— James  H.  Mathis— 1. 
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Talladsqa  No.  261.— Andrew  W.  Bowie~l. 

Walnut  Gbovb  No.  264.— James  Morton,  Milton  L.  Wright,  John 
O.  Colbert,  William  J.  Horton,  Columbus  Byssum — 5. 

PsA  BivKB  No.  271.— Joseph  T.  Beasley— 1. 

Clifton  No.  272.— Isaiah  Weatherly—l. 

GsoBoiANA  No.  285.— Einsey  8.  Davis— 1. 

Clinton  No.  287.— William  H.  Snell— 1. 

NoBBis  No.  301. — Thomas  J.  Grice — 1. 

Plkabant  Hill  No.  321. — James  G.  Donaldson,  John  B.  Wood,  Silas 
T.  Howell,  Pleasant  8.  Howell,  James  G.  Donaldson — 5. 

Viola  No.  324.— Augustus  J.  Ingram— 1. 

Johnson  No.  333. — Warren  W.  Mills,  William  DeLoaoh,  Thomas  M. 
Horn,  John  J.  Tisdale,  Littleton  L.  Albritton,  Jesse  B.  Sasser,  Joseph 
B.  Moore,  Oliyer  M.  Horn,  Nathan  C.  Kirkland,  Wiley  W.  Curtis, 
James  M.  Horn,  George  Albritton — 12. 

Cleab  Cbkek  No.  340.— Peter  F.  McNutt,  John  York— 2. 

PiKKYiLLE  No.  344.— William  A.  Hall,  William  C.  Burleson,  Erastus 
A.  Mixon,  William  J.  Clark,  Davis  C.  Morrow,  Joseph  R.  Cook— 5. 

Hubtsbobo  No.  346. — Mark  8.  Dickinson— 1. 

BncNviLLB  No.  348.— William  8.  8mith— 1. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351. — Thomas  J.  Jones— 1. 

Hbaton  No.  354. — James  H.  Crouch  — 1. 

Rutlbdob  No.  367  —William  R.  Tomlin— 1. 

liAKB  City  No.  377. — Alexander  Hart — 1. 

BiBMiNOHAM  Fbatbbnal  No.  434. — B.  F.  Wilson— 1. 

Tbintty  No.  386.-John  W.  Hine,  Thomas  J.  Williams,  James  P. 
Wade— 3. 
Habtsbllb  No.  398.— 8amuel  G.  Howell— 1. 

DoBic  No.  406.— William  J.  Taylor,  John  M.  Osbom— 2. 

Helena  No.  410. — Leon  P.  Leonard — 1. 

jEMihON  No.  411. — Samuel  J.  Manning,  Charles  H.  Smith— 2. 

MiLo  Abbbobohbib  No.  429. — Samuel  C.  Cloud — 1. 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


David  K.  Stockton Howard No.     69 

242 
278 
285 
337 
399 
411 


Oscar  F.  Gallier Gooea 

William  F.  SoUivan  Northern ...   . 

Hillary  B.  Beasley Georgiana 

Sheldon  J.  Kelly Johnson , 

William  L.  Andrews Haw  Bidge 

Winbnme  B.  Terrell Jemison 

jre»V&::;:::,::::;::::::::[«»'^i--' 

William  A.  Peacock Headland , 

Charles  Norton  Tate Mount  Vernon , 


EXPELLED. 


415 

438 
439 


John  W.  Wesley,   Nov.  17,  1885 Sepulga No.  233 

John  W.  PhiUips,  Aug.  14,    "     Walker «•  286 

Seaborn  B.  Posey,  Feb.  28,    **     Winston  Star. . .   "  436 
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AT  REFEESHMENT  ABOVE. 


John  C-  Spotewood,  March  30—74  years.     Helion No.  1 

Albert  P.  Gilmore,  June  16—30  years. . .     Rising  Virtue '*  4 

Monroe  Warren,  February  21 Boyal  White  Hart. .   •*  10 

Jacob  J.  Levy,  May  26 |  »jr^«*„«„«,„                «  n 

John  R.  Pugi,  October  10 [Montgomery 11 

Samuel  D.  Robertson,  October  25 Saint  Albans *'  22 

William  R.  K.  Beck,  December  7,  1885.   ) 

Alexander  G.  Matheson,  April  6 V  Dale '*  25 

Samuel  S  Stanbery,  April  6 ) 

Robert  H.  McFarlane,  October  20 Selma  Fraternal "  27 

John  N.  Green,  July  31-82  years |  Washinffton                  "  ^6 

Hugh  M.  Finley.   October  6-39  years. .  \  ^^^^^^f^^ ^ 

Henry  L.  Zenn,  March  7  Courtland "  37 

Adam  Sloan  Armstrong,  August Wetumpka **  39 

James  Carter,  June  3,  1886 Benton .....      ....   **  59 

Richard  L.  Holcombe Eureka *'  64 

Reuben  C.  Cole,  December  25,  *85 Liberty **  65 

Jacob  Fable,  May  4,  1886 Hampden  Sidney  . .   **  67 

Thomas  H.  B.  Rivers,  April  28,  1886. . .     Holsey •*  68 

John  Cortright,   March  3,  '86—78  years.     Howard "  69 

Sumeral  Dennis,  June  25,  1886 (  Tnhnn«ka                     ««  71 

Levi  Turner,  September  26 \  ^o'^^^P®^* ^^ 

Joseph  McRoberts,  October  23 Crozier "  78 

WiUiam  J.  Smith,  January  4 Piattville "  89 

Elijah  Stover,  April  18 Danville '•  95 

Weldon  P.  Hughes,  January  26 Lozahatchee **  97 

Silas  P.  Dobbs,  September  26 DeKalb "  116 

Henry  H.  Armstrong.  October  20 l  NotMnl^a                     «•  119 

Benjamin  F.  Bu March  25 \  ^^tasuiga iiy 

Andrew  J.  Richardson,  Oct.  23-70 years.     Yorkville "  131 

Thomas  T.  Smith,  February  11   Columbia «*  135 

Barnett  R.  Mobley,  Aug.  12 Unity "  136 

Joseph  P.  McGill,  December  24,  85 Baldwin *•  142 

George  W.  Dawson,  April  26—52  years.     Missouri "  146 

Oscar  F.  Harrell,  Dec. 1884 i>i„^^«  «««•««-           .«  iki 

WiUiam  M.  Strattan,  January 1886. .  f  ^^^^^'^  ^P^'^S'    •    *  ^^^ 

William  F.  Andress,  March  20,  1886 vr«r»-^^^;ii^                  ««  im 

Elbert  McKinley,  August  16.  1886 [  MonroeviUe 153 

Barksdale  Tankersly,  Sept.  25—75  years    Feliowship *<  172 
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WM?  ^'  «®2^'  ?°''®M^  •  •  K*  •  iK \  Andrew  Jackson. .  .  "  173 

William  B.  Hughes,  November  15 \ 

William  Pritchett,  Dec.  1,  '85— 72 years.  [  av^^^ii  ,t  ^a^ 

David  W.  Phelps,  Feb.  6,  '86,-69  years,  f  ^^™" ^^^ 

Pinkney  Phillips,  July  18 Landmark "  187 

Joel  M.  HiU,  February  3 Delta "  189 

John  HaU,  Nov.  12-73  years  &  15  days. .     Brush  Creek "  190 

Andrew  L.  Barnelt  jr.,  October  16 Hopewell **  193 

Virgil  H.  Armistead,  January  15 Caledonia **  198 

George  Petrie,  October,  1885 Helicon "  201 

Richard  B.  Anderson.  Janu'ry  15—31  yrs  )  pa*f„»„iii«  «<  «MV7 

John  C.  Vance,  January  24-37  years. . .  f  ^e^'^as^^ue art 

Martin  D.  Burchfield, York "  211 

Isaac  b.  Weaver,  October  31      [j  i^^^u^  «<  qiq 

WUliam  K.  Tribble [Lineville 219 

Alexander  B.  McWhorter,  Aug.  30,  66  yrs    Sandy  Bidge <*  223 

James  Stell,  May  17,  1886 Bexar **  230 

Charles  K.  Sellers,  May  23 Sepulga **  233 

William  A.  Hunter,  January  8 Fairmount **  238 

John  Winterholder Bowen "  240 

William  T.  J.  Sears— 55  years Coosa **  242 

John  A.  Law,  May  2—  72  years  8  months    Harrison **  246 

Jefferson  Riley,  Sept.  25—70  years. . .    .     Crop  well **  247 

Washington  D.  Deason,  November  13  *85    North  Port **  252 

Samuel  B.  Ludlum,  February  5,  1885. . .  {  n„ifm«n  ««  9fu 

John  C.  Camatbam,  August  27,  1885.    .  \  "^^^^^^^ ^^ 

Thomas  Holcomb.  January  21)     Gaylesville **  256 

Alonzo  G.  Story,  September  11   Talladega '*  261 

John  H.  Campbell,  June  6 Walnut  Grove **  264 

John  W.  Pruitt,  July  21 Meridian "  265 

James  Latham,  April  6 Northern **  278 

Elkanah  B.  Newton,  December  16,  1884.     Charles  Baskerville.  **  281 

Jeptha  Blackshear,  Sept.  7-79  years. . .     Norris **  301 

Moritz  Gusdorf,  Dec,  4,  '85—40  years. .  ) 

John  M.  Rennis,  Dec.  19,  '85,— 47  years.  \  Central  City ...  "  305 

Benjamin  M.  Woolsey,  Aug.  19, '86,63  yrs  J 

Jacob  H.  Coal,  August  25, 1885  Pleasant  Hill *«  321 

John  Eillough,  July  George  Ann  Davis. .   **  338 

James  M.  Wilson,  August  12 |  r,,        r*      v,  tt  o>ia 

WUliam  L.  Bangor,  August  17 }<''«"  ^'^^ 340 

George  B.  Nease,  March  12 Hurtsboro **  346 

Stephen  D.  Parker.  July  26 Ozark **  349 

William  D.  Stuart,  October  31 Rock  Mills «*  353 

Seaborn  S.  Brown,  October  14 Heaton **  354 

Benjamin  F.  Masters,  September  8 Van  Buren *  •  356 

Arthur  Bell,  January  7-  70  years Cotaco **  366 

Thomas  Stewart,  June  16 J  ^         p,  .  ,, 

Henry  A.  Williams,  September f  ^^^^  ^^^^^^ ^^ 

Alfred  F.  Taliaferro,  March  3 i 

William  J.  Brainard,  October  12 >  Athelstan **  369 

John  H.  Marshall ) 
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Elijah  A.  Green,  Deo.  3,  '84^^9  years. .  ] 

Thomas  A.  Smith,  December,  1885 I  Ti7^^,^#t.  «  070 

Joseph  Duprieet.  November,  1886 \  w«>g^'^ »'» 

John  Cooper,  November,  1885 J 

William  N.  Towlee,  November  11 Haw  Bidge "  3d9 

Joseph  W.  Foshee,  Nov.  8—58  years. .      Jemison **  411 

Henry  H.  Howren,  November  15,  1885.     Amberson "  412 

J.  M.  Wheat,  January  3 Cullman  Fraternal  .  "  421 

Angus  McAlister,  October  9—76  years  .     Shorterville "  422 

James  I.  Smith,  Dec.  31,  '85—69  years.    Ware "  435 

LaFayette  McClung,  December  28,  '84     HeadLtu'd *"  438 

James  £.  Snead,  October  2—47  years. . .     Mount  Vernon **  439 

Young  Wood,  January  15 — 80  years Forney *•  440 

Solomon  A.  Lyon,  August  25--30  years.     Calera **  445 


LODGES  DELINQUENT  IN  1886. 


FOB  NON-BKPRBSEMTATION. 


MoaltoD No.  6 

Macon *•  7 

Koyal  White  Hart "  10 

George  Washington **  24 

LaFayette •'  26 

Autauga "  31 

CJourtland **  37 

Hiram **  42 

Leighton **  43 

Gaston **  44 

Amity **  54 

Mount  Moriah **  55 

Benton "  59 

TompkinsTille **  61 

Widow's  Son **  72 

Cokerville **  75 

Friendship **  83 

Erophotic *•  84 

Sawyer **  93 

Lozahatchee "  97 

Newbern **  102 

Good  Samaritan <*  104 

Shiloh «*  105 

Oak  Bowery **  108 

Forest  Hill **  110 

DeKalb "  116 

Camp  Hill "  120 

Havanna **  123 

Herndon **  125 

Mortimer  Beeder **  126 

Boliver **  127 

Geneva **  129 

Wiley "  134 

Bethel **  141 

Fraternity **  145 

Bodgersville **  147 

Nixburg  **  154 

Fayettville  Authentic **  163 

Mount  Hope "  168 

DeSotoville "  178 

Mount  Hilliard **  180 

Aberfoil **  181 


Cataula No.  186 


Clin  ton  ville  . . 

Hillabee 

Valley 

Pettusville 

Putnam 

Builders 

Tensaw .. 

Western  Star.. 
Sandy  Ridge  . 
James  Penn . . . 

Dallas 

Bowen 

Dawson 

John  Payne . . . 
Lawrence .... 
Camp  Creek . . . 

Bellville 

Highland 

Meridian 

Bntler  Springs 

CUfton 

Larkinsville . . . 

Flat  Creek 

Daviston 

Gillespie 

Zion 

Jonesboro 

Warrenton .... 

Forkland 

Charity 

Blue  Eye 

Nanafalia 

Reagan 

Echo 


bipsey 

Rutledge 

Scottsboro . . . 
Town  Creek . 

Chester 

Pleasant  Site, 
Chandler.   . . 


188 
197 
203 
207 
212 
215 
221 
222 
223 
227 
228 
240 
244 
245 
248 
251 
260 
262 
265 
270 
272 
277 
279 
283 
290 
304 
315 
320 
330 
331 
332 
335 
341 
345 
350 
357 
359 
361 
363 
364 
367 
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FOB  NOM-BKPBESBNTATION— GONTINXTKD. 


RusseUville No.  371 

Bell's  Landing '*  373 

Santa  Creek "  376 

Weogufka •«  378 

EobertE.  Lee "  379 

Ohatchee  **  380 

Trinity "  386 

Weathers "  390 

Hickory  Flat "  392 

Valley  Head "  394 

Black  Oak »*  397 

Green  Hill "  4U2 

Childersbarg *'  403 

Hillsboro **  408 

High  Shoals *«  413 


Snlphnr  Spring No.  414 

Broomtown **  420 

Shorterville •«  422 

Daniel  Pratt  *«  426 

Albertville "  430 

Steele's  Station **  432 

Branchville "  433 

Andalusia "  434 

Mount  Vernon •*  439 

Bethlehem *•  442 

Anniston "  443 

Allsboro *•  444 

Calera «'  445 

Bankhead  "  449 


FOB  NON-PAYMENT   OF  DUE8. 


Macon No. 

George  Washington 

Marengo 

Hiram 

Leighton 

Gaston 

Amity 

Socifil 

Widow's  Son 

Cokerville 

Erophotic 

Sawyer 

Newbern   

Benson   

Good  Samaritan 

Oak  Bowery 

Forest  Hill 

DeKalb 

Camp  Hill   

Havana   

Herndon 

Mortimer  Reeder 

Bolivar 

Geneva 

Wiley 

Rodgersville 

Nixbnrg  

Hendrix    

Fayetteville  Authentic     . 

Mount  Hope 

Mount  HiUiard 


7 

24 

28 

42 

43 

44 

54 

63 

72 

75 

84 

93 

102 

103 

104 

108 

110 

116 

120 

123 

125 

126 

127 

129 

134 

147 

154 

162 

163 

166 

180 


Cataula No.  186 

Clintonville  "  188 

HiUabee **  197 

Valley •*  203 

Putnam "  212 

Builders "  215 

Tensaw **  221 

Western  Star **  222 

James  Penn **  227 

John  Payne *•  245 

Lawrence **  248 

Camp  Creek •*  251 

Bellville -  260 

Highland **  262 

Butler  Springs "  270 

Flat  Creek *•  279 

Daviston **  283 

Gillespie **  290 

Zion **  304 

Jonesboro  **  315 

Warrenton •*  320 

Forkland **  33l» 

Charity *«  331 

Blue  Eye **  332 

Reagan '*  341 

Sipsey **  350 

Rutledge   *'  357 

Scottsboro "  359 

Town  Creek **  361 

Chester "  363 

Pleasant  Site "  364 


\ 
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FOB  NON-PAT^IBNT   OF  DUES—CONTINUBD. 


Chandler No.  367 


Bell's  Landing 
Santa  Greek . . . 
Weognfka 


373 

376 

378 

Ohatchee "    380 


it 


Weathers * 

Hickory  Flat 

Valley  Head 

Black  Oak * 


(( 


(( 


390 
392 
394 
397 


Hillsboro No. 

High  Shoals 

Snlphnr  Spring 

Broomtown ** 

Daniel  Pratt ** 

Branch ville ** 

Andalusia ** 

Mount  Vernon ** 

Bankhead ** 


408 
413 
414 
420 
426 
433 
434 
439 
447 


FOB  NOT   MAEINO   BBTUBN8. 


(( 


(< 
i( 
(< 
it 

(4 
(i 


George  Washington No. 

Marengo 

Hiram " 

Leighton *' 

(iaston ** 

Amity " 

Social ** 

Widow's  Son *• 

Cokerville " 

Erophotic 

Sawyer 

Newberne * 

Benson 

Good  Samaritan ' 

Camp  Hill     

Havana ** 

Herndon " 

Mortimer  Keeder '* 

Bolivar     

Geneva 

Wiley 

Bodgersville 

Nixburg 

Fayetteville  Authentic. . 

New  Hope 

Mount  Hilliard " 

Catania ** 

Clintonville   .   " 

Hillabee " 

Valley *• 

Putnam ** 

Builders  ** 

Tensaw " 

Western  Star " 

James  Penn      ** 


(( 
(( 
it 
it 
tt 
tt 
it 


24 

28 

42 

43 

44 

54 

63 

72 

75 

84 

93 

102 

103 

104 

120 

123 

125 

126 

127 

129 

134 

147 

154 

163 

168 

180 

186 

188 

197 

203 

212 

215 

221 

222 

227 


(( 


(( 


i< 


tt 


•  •  •  • 


John  Payne 

Lawrence * 

Camp  Creek 

Bellville ** 

Highland   . 
Butler  Spring 

Flat  Creek " 

Daviston ** 

Gillespie . 

Zion 

Jonesboro 

Forkland   ** 

Charity . . 
Blue  Eye  .. 

Beagan 

Sipsey 

Scottsboro  . 
Town  Creek 

Chester ** 

Pleasant  Site " 

Bell's  Landing 
Sauta  Creek 
Ohatchee   .... 

Weathers ** 

Hickory  Flat 
Valley  Head . 

Black  Oak  ** 

Hillsboro ** 

High  Shoals... 
Sulphur  Spring 

Broomtown ** 

Daniel  Pratt ** 

Branch  ville *  * 

Andalusia ** 

Bankhead '* 


<( 


<< 


(( 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


tt 


t* 


tt 


245 
248 
251 
260 
262 
270 
279 
283 
290 
304 
315 
330 
331 
332 
341 
350 
359 
361 
363 
364 
373 
376 
380 
390 
392 
394 
397 
408 
413 
414 
420 
426 
433 
434 
449 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented 160 

Members  reported  at  this  Grand  Gommanication  6,7M 

Number  of  ministers  reported 357 

Dues  at  this  Grand  Ck>mmanication ; $3,305  00 

Lodges  that  made  Betarns 212 

Lodges  that  paid  their  Daes 214 

Lodges  that  did  not  pay  their  Dnes 80 

WOBK   OF  THE  YXAB  1886. 

Number  Initiated 336 

Number  Passed 346 

Number  Raised 302 

Number  Affilliated 249 

Number  Rejected  74 

Number  Dimitted 249 

Number  that  Died 106 

Number  Suspended  for  Unmasonio  Conduct  11 

Number  Expelled  3 

Number  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 333 

Number  Reinstated 174 


REGISTER  OF  LODGES, 
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MEMOKANDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

William  Dwioht  Wadswobth.  MovdgorMry Arkansas. 

Brazil. 

Stephen  H.  Beasley Mordgomery British  Colombia. 

William  Yates  Titcobib Anniston California. 

Geoboe  F.  Moobb Montgomery Canada. 

Sidney  B.  Paine Ttiskegee Delaware. 

RoBEBT  D.  Webb,  M.  D Livingston District  of  Colnmbia. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D New  Market England. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Florida. 

Joseph  H  .  Johnston,  M.  D    .  Talladega Georgia. 

MylesJeffebsonGbeene,  MD.  Opelika Greece. 

John  Gideon  Habbis Montgomery Idaho. 

Daniel  Saybk Montgomery Dlinois. 

Indian  Territory. 

John  Mollis  Bankhead Wetumpka Indiana. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Iowa. 

Ireland. 

Italy. 

John  DeLoach   MonroevUle Kansas. 

Daniel  S^ybe Montgomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Luckie,  M.  D Birmingham Maine. 

Jesse  M.  Cabmichael Oxark Manitoba. 

Joel  White Montgomery Maryland. 

Palmeb  J .  PiLLANs MobUe Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Mississippi. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Missonn. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans MobUe Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans MobUe . .  New  Mexico. 

New  Jersey. 

Henby  Clay  Tompkins .' Montgomery.. .       New  York. 

New  South  Wales. 

Geobge  D.  Norbis,  M.  D..  .     New  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Saybe   Montgomtry Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Oregon. 

Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas  Stallwobth* Evergreen Peru. 

'     Prince  Edward  Island. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Quebec. 

Hobatio  C.  Grayson Choctaw  Comer  . .  Rhode  Island. 

Geoboe  D.  Norris New  Market Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cross iSe/;aa Texas. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Vermont. 

Henby  Habt  Bbown North  Port Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile Wisconsin. 
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MEMOEANDA. 

BEPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  GBAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA 

NEAB  OTHEB  GBAND  LODGES. 

Jabpeb  M.  Pinnbll De  Witt Arkansas. 

Pedro  Antonio  Gomxz Rio  Janeiro BraziL 

Samujel  B.  Hakman Toronto  Canada. 

AiiYAH  BussKLL  GoNKLiN Independence California. 

Albxandkr  Alfobd  Gbekn.  . .  Victoria British  Golnmbia. 

Bknton  V.  Wbldon Smyrna Delaware. 

Phillip  H.  Hoob Washini^ton District  of  Colombia. 

Braokstone  Bakeb London England. 

Geoboe  F.  Baltzbll Mariana Florida. 

William  A.  Loye,  M.  D Ailanla Georgia. 

Alexander  P.  Alexandbopulos Greece. 

Chables  p.  Bildebbaok Boiae.aty. Idaho. 

James  A.  Hawlet Dixon Blinois. 

Joseph  8.  Mubeow Atoka Indian  Territory. 

Mabtin  H.  Bice Indianapolis Indiana. 

OziAs  P.  Watebs MusctUine    Iowa. 

Fbancis  Quinn* Dublin Ireland. 

Thomas  J.  Andebson   Jopeka Kansas. 

D.  Gbeen  Simmons,  M.  D Aaairville Kentucky. 

Samuel  M.  Todd .  New  Orleans Louisiana. 

JosiAH  H.  Dbummond Portland Maine. 

James  Leslie Minnedosa Manitoba. 

William  M.  Isaac Baltimore Maryland. 

Jose  Manual  Monoz Vera  Oruz Mexico. 

Arthur  M.  Clark Lexington Michigan. 

BiCHARD  A.  Jones Rochester Minnesota. 

Frank  Burkitt OkcUona Mississippi. 

James  E.  Cadle Chitiicoihe Missonri. 

Jambs  W.  Chad  wick Nebraska  GUy..  .  .Nebraska. 

William  Silas  Whttbhead.  . .  Newark New  Jersey. 

Dayid  J.  Miller ISania  Fe New  Mexico. 

James  Peter  Howe     Sidney. New  South  Wales. 

Daniel  T.  Walden '. . . .  New  York New  York. 

Donald  W.  Bain Raieigh North  Carolina. 

Nova  Scotia. 

ZibaDarlington Walter,  i/i.D Marietta, Ohio. 

James  B.  Bailet Oorodlis Oregon. 

Bichard  Vaux Philaddphia Pennsylvania. 

Hernano  Justin aNo  Carrera.  Lima Pern. 

Donald  Darrach ^  . .  Kensington Prince  Edward  Island 

Daniel  Thomas Sherbrooke Qnebec. 

D WIGHT  B.  Adams CentreviUe Bhode  Island. 

Benjamin  F.  M.  Bandle.      .    TuUe^ioma Tennessee. 

Henrt  M.  Smith Rutland Vermont. 

George  Irvine WheeUng West  Virginia. 

Louis  Sohns Vancouver Washington  Territory 

Philo  a.  Orton Darlington Wisconsin. 

*No.  1  Mount  Street,  Crenent. 
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GRAND  SECRETARIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sayre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Rock. 

2.  California Alexander  Gordon  Abell San  Francisco 

3.  Colorado Edward  Carroll  Parmeleo Georgetown. 

4    Connectiont Joseph  E.  Wheeler  Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  S.  Hayes Wilmington. 

6.  District  of  Colnmbia.  William  Reynolds  SingletoD.  Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  Clinton  Dawkins. . .  .Jacksonville. 

8.  Georgia Andrew  Martin  Wolihin Macon. 

9.  Illinois Loyal  Levi  Munn Freeport. 

10.  Indiana ...  William  H.  Smythe Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa Theodore  Sntton  Parvin Iowa  City. 

12.  Kansas John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte. 

id.  Kentucky Hiram  Bassett Lonisville. 

14.  Lonisiana  ....   DrJas.Cnnningham  BatchelorNew  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland  / Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

17.  Massachnetts Sereno  D.  Nickerson Boston. 

18.  Michigan William  Power  Innes Detroit 

19.  Minnesota Azariah  T.  C.  Pierson Saiot  Panl. 

20.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  D.  Vincil Saint  Lonis. 

22.  Nebraska William  Robert  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Nevada  John  Dempster  Hammond.    .Carson. 

24.  New  Hamshire George  Perley  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hongh Trenton. 

26.  New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Donald  W.  Bain Raleigh. 

28.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell  CincinnatL 

29.  Oregon Frelon  Jesse  Babcock Salem. 

30.  Pennsylvania. Michael  Nisbet Philadelphia. 

31.  Rhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 

33.  Tennessee John  Frizzell Nashville. 

34.  Texas T.W.Hudson Honsion. 

35.  Vermont Lavant  M.  Reed Burlington. 
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36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isaacs  .   ...  Biohmond. 

37.  West  Virginia George  W.  Atkinson    Wheeling. 

38.  Wisconsin  John  W.  Laflin Milwaokie. 

39    Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Aberdeen. 

40.  Idaho ^, James  H.  Wickersham Silver  City. 

41.  Montana    Cornelias  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico Alpheas  A.  Keen East  Las  Vegas. 

43.  TJtab Christopher  Diehl.    . .    ; . .  Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milburne  Beed Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming W.  L.  Enykendall Cheyenne. 

46.  Arizona George  James  Boskrage Tucson. 

47.  Indian  Territory Joseph  Samnel  Murrow Atoka. 

48.  Canada John  J.  Mason Hamilton,  Ont. 

49.  New  Brunswick Edwin  J.  Wetmore Saint  John. 

50.  Nova  Scotia George  T.  Smithers Halifax . 

51.  Quebec John  Helder  Isaacson Montreal. 

52.  British  Columbia.     .Edward  C.  Neufelder Victoria. 

53.  Manitoba  William  G.  bcott Winnipeg. 

54.  Ontario..' James  Beith Luthur. 

55.  PrinceEdwardlslandB.  Wilson  Higgs Charlottetown . 

56.  England Shadwell  Henry  Gierke  ....  London* 

57.  Ireland  Samuel  B.  Oldham,  Dep  . . .  Dublin . 

58.  Scotland David  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh . 

59.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeArmaral. . .  Bio  Janerio 

60.  Chili  Jose  Maldonado Valparaiso . 

61.  Peru J.  Arturo  Ego-Aguirre,  M.D.Lima. 

62.  Spain Julia  Fernandez .Salud  6,  Madrid. 

63.  New  South  Wales . . .  Nicholas  Weekes Sidney . 

64.  Preussen   Bouche Berlin . 

65.  Schweden Robert  Dickson  Stockholm . 

66.  Cuba Jose  F.  Pellon 55  Habana. 

67.  Venezuela Ambrosei  Rodriguez Caracas. 

68.  Vera  Cruz Francisco  Diaz Vera  Cruz. 

69.  Mexico   ...  .  .Francisco  P.  Montesde  Oca.  Mexicof 

70.  Columbia,  8.  A Damasozapata Bogota . 

71.  Victoria Bev.  D.  Meadowcraft         .  .Melburne,  Vic. 

72.  Portugal Travessa  do  Guarda  Mor  .  .Lisbon . 

73.  Italy Luigi  Castellazzo Bome. 

74.  South  Australia J.  H.  Cunningham Adelaide. 

*Oreat  Queen  St.  W.  C.  Freemaaons'  Hall. 
tCalle  de  Mefones  No.  7. 
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RAIDfiODGEOPMABAlA. 
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CITY  OF  MONTGOMERY, 


Commencing    Decembsb   5th,   A.  D.    1887 — ^A.  L.   5887. 


MONTGOMERY,  ALA.: 

BROWN  PRINTING  CO.,   PRINTERS  AND  BINDERS. 

1888. 


iTHCNEWYORKi 

pub'.-:ub:^.'.ry 

ASTO^,  LENOX  ANO 
TILD-N  FOUNDATIONS. 

1897. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


The  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  of  Alabama  and  its  Masonic 
Jurisdiction,  commenced  its  Sixty-seventh  Annual 
Grand  Communication  at  the  New  Masonic  Temple,  in 
the  City  of  Montgomery,  on  the  evening  of  Monday, 
the  5th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1887,  A.  L.  5887. 

PEESENT : 

JOHN  GIDEON  HARRIS Grand  Master. 

MYLE8  JEFFERSON  GREENE Deputy  Grand  Master. 

HENRY  HART  BROWN Senior  Grand  Warden. 

GEORGE  MILBURNE  MORROW Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  DINGLEY Grand  Treasurer. 

DANIEL  SAYRE Grand  Secretary. 

Rev.  WILLIAM  CAREY  BLEDSOE Grand  Chaplain. 

GEORGE  FLEMING  MOORE    Grand  Marshal. 

ORMON  D  ALLEN  DUKE   Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

FRANCIS  LEIGH  PETTUS Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

GEORGE  C.  GOWDEY,  as Grand  Steward. 

WILLIAM  HARRISON  LONG Grand  Steward. 

ADAM  REIGART  BAKER Grand  Tiler. 

PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS : 

Joseph  Henbt  Johnson,  M.  D  Grand  Master. 

Palmes  Job  Pillans Grand  Master. 

Henby  Clay  Tompeins Grand  Master. 

Sabidel  Thompson Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Jambs  MoGinnib  Bbundidoe Junior  Grand  Warden. 

^uf^AiiiN  Fbansliiv  Pope Junior  Grand  Warden, 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 

William  Dwight  Wadsworth Arkansas. 

Stephen  Henry  Beasley British  Colnmbia. 

William  Yates  Titcomb California. 

George  Fleming  Moore Canada. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Georgia. 

Myles  Jefferson  Greene,  M.  D Greece. 

John  Gideon  Harris Idaho. 

( niinois,  Iowa,  Eentncky, 

Daniel  Sayre •?     Missouri,  NoTa  Scotia, 

(     Oregon,  Qoebec. 

Joel  White Maryland. 

•n  1         T  I.  -n-ii  I  Michigan,  Nebraska,  New 

Palmer  Job  Pillans j      Mexico. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins New  York. 

Nicholas  Stallworth Pern. 

Henry  Hart  Brown Washington. 

And  Masters,  Wardens,  and  Proxies,  from  subordi- 
nate lodges,  as  follows  : 

No.  1.    Helion Hal  C.  Weayer W.  M. 

"  3.  Alabama Noah  A.  Agee ** 

««  4.  Rising  Virtue Charles  N.  Maxwell* «* 

**  6.  Moulton DeWitt  Clinton  White     . .     ** 

7    Macon  i  ^^^^^  ^'  Chapman   " 

/.  macon )  Stephen  P.  Chapman S.   W. 

i  Jacob  Pepperman W.  M. 
Renben  W.  Sharp 8.  W. 
Solomon  A.  Mertieff J.   W. 

14.  Florence Henry  W.  Sample W.  M. 

24.  George  Washington .. .       Phelan  Eatman* ** 

.,      nr    n«i^                                    J  Richard  E.  McWiUiams. .  .8.   W. 
^^-  ^**® }  Joseph  P.  Benson  Jr J.   W. 

i  Elbert  8.  Starr W.  M. 
John  A.  McKinnon* 8.  W. 
Hugh  S.  D.  Mallory J.   W. 

**      20.  Rising  Son James  M.'  Brundidge* W.  M. 

a      Qi     A„#«„««  i  Charles  C.  Howard  •• 

*        31.  Autauga ]  J.  M.  B.  Stondenmire J.    W. 

**      36.  Washington Thomas  T.  Rowland W.  M. 

«'      37.  Courtland John  A.  Gilchrist «• 

"       39.   Wetumpka Thomas  Porter  Whitby ..  .     " 

I  Thomas  T.  Roche «* 

"      40.  Mobile \  William  S.  Foster* 8.    W. 

j  WUUam  A.  Alexander* ...  .J.    W. 

*  Proxies. 
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41.  LiTJugaton George C.  QowdB; W.  U. 

*2.  Hiram Tbomiu  R.  Ward J.    W. 

43.  Leixhton    Parker  N.  G.  Kund* W.  M. 

44.  GtialoD  . CharleH  Jacob  Brockwa; , .     " 

49.  DemopoliH Edward  H.  C   Bailey" " 

M    r-,^=,<i„^  )  Nicholas  Stallworlh " 

63.  GreeniDg ■(  PmlcDej- M.  BruQer 3.   W. 

58.  Troy Uenrj  Clay  Wiley  W.  M. 

( Jamaa  And  rew  Bilbro " 

67.  ToBkagBe.. JcHseL  Adams S.    W. 

.  David  W.  Mclver J.    W. 

William  Henry  May W.  M. 

'  Horatio  Walker  Edwards.  .8.   W. 

lernenn  Wuddell W.  M. 

jzo  D.  Fielder     Is.   W. 

eaG.  MoAodrew J,  W, 

64.  Eoreka Alexander  G  Stubba  ...   ,  W.  M. 

67.  Hampden   Sidney Andrew  W,  Itucker " 

68.  Holsey AmencuB  C.  Mitchell " 

69.  Howard Pliilip  C.  CoDdidnB.    " 

70.  Central JamaB  W.  Aoker " 

71.  Tobopeka William  V.  Gardner " 

72.  Widow's  Son John  W.  Farifoy " 

7i    B„u™„,.  J  William  C.  Bledsoe " 

74.  Solomon j  (j^^^^,  p   ^^^^^ .. 

75.  Cokerville WiUiam  H.  Patrick " 

(  Jamas  Stwrboroiigli " 

84.  Eropholic J  Rufus  G.  Shnnka 8.   W. 

( Aoriflas  D.  Coleman  J     W. 

88.  Meridian  Sun William  B.  Hardy W.  M. 

SQ    P™.wiii»  I  George  W.  Ward " 

89    PrattTilIa j  William  T.  Northington*.  J.   W. 

91.  Henrj".       .. Newell  M.  Thornlou  W.  M. 

93.  Sawyer., William O.S.  Rubartaon..      ■' 

96.  Tookabatohee Jameii  M.  Fuller " 

97.  Lozahatchee Hampton  W.  Glover " 

105.  ftbiloh Henry  ClajDi*miikes " 

107.  Choctaw LemuelJ.  MooDey " 

"2i>«« ISmA^'E  ■.-.■.■.■.V.a.V 

116.  DcKnlb lii  chard  Chit  wood W.  M. 

119.  NotaaalgB Geoi^e  W.  Arbeny " 

125.  Herndon William  J.  N.  Taylor 8.    W. 

lae.  Mortimer  Reader John  Y.  Johnston W.  M. 

127.  Bolivar. John  M.  Barrier*  , " 

129.  Geneva   Colnmbos  .4.  Alexander. . .     " 

134.  Wiley Benjamin  Darnell' 8.    W. 

...    ,,.    ,.  iJohnA.West WM. 

'«"-  ^''^"'y I  Preslon  B.  Harreli     ...       J    W, 

112.   Etaldwin Milton  M.  Odora W.  M. 

145.  Fraternity Franklin  N.  Uadson " 

147.  Rot^ersviUe Osorge  W.  Karho 8.    W, 
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No.  153.  Monroeville Samuel  H.  Dailey W.  M. 

**    154.  Nixbarg William  L.  Johnson ** 

.  (  M.  Lncins  Fielder ** 

"    161.  Penick    J  Fred.  Land S.   W. 

(eh  Haynie  J.   W. 

**    162.  Hendrix Charles  Henry  McBryde. . .     " 

(  Kinnon  J.  Thomas W.  M. 

"    163.  FayettviUe   Authentic. .  J  William  R.  PhiUips 8.    W. 

I  Oliver  P.  Looney J.    W. 

'*    168.  Mount  Hope George  W.  Jackson W.  M. 

"    170.  Elba William  H.  Chapman ** 

j  William  Wallace  Screws. . .     ** 
*•    173.  Andrew  Jackson }  Charles  Alexander  Allen. . .  8.    W. 

(  Thomas  Allen  Dillard J.    W. 

"     178.  Deftotoville William  Augustus  Brown   .8.   W. 

"    180.  Mount  HilUard ]  ^^°^®^  ^*^*''"® ^-  ^• 


David  L.   Osburn* 8.   W. 

"  181.  Aberfoil Charles  Crawley W.  M. 

"  185.  Mount  Eagle Joseph  M.  Amason '* 

**  188.  Clintonville Benjamin  M.  Stevens •* 

"  190.  Tombigbee Charles  B.  Whitfield ** 

"  192.  Chattahoochee Benjamin  T.  Smith '* 

**  193.  Hopewell James  F.  Armstrong* ** 

"  197.  Hillabee George  W  Porter •* 

i<  1QQ    KiHa««  J  Nathan  Landers *' 

lyy.  Aiiigee ^  Thomas  J.  McDonald*. . .  .8.   W. 

"  200.  Sylacauga William  M.  SorreU* W.  M. 

**  201.  HeUcon Stephen  S.  Thrower *• 

"  207.  Pettusville Augustus  T.  Evans ** 

«*  208.  Alexandria Charles  Martin " 

"  209.  Ma«ha„ )  ^IZrL^'^i^o'L'ason/./.-.S.V 

•*  211.  York Absalom   Sherer ** 

"  212.  Putnam Joseph  H.  Mooty W.  M. 

"  218.  Sam  Dixon John  8.  Blair •* 

"  221.  Tensaw Marion  Bryars 8.    W. 

**  223.  Sandy  Ridge John  A.  Armstrong W.  M. 

*«  225.  liouisville John  M.  Dannelley* •• 

*'  226.  Santa  Fe Lamartine  O  Hicks " 

**  227.  James  Penn Augustus  S.  Clarke ** 

"  228.  Dallas William  A.  Striplin •* 

"  233.  Sepulga Daniel  D.  Bennett ** 

<<  non    ^   J  J  i  Thomas  H.Anderson ** 

236.  Gadsden ]  Benjamin  F.  Pope 8.    W. 

<<  ooo    T?  •        4  i  Zebalun  Terry W.  M. 

238.  Fairmount ]  David  L.  Mitchell* 8.    W. 

«'  240.  Bowen    Theodore   Tiedeman W.  M. 

«•  242.  Coosa Daniel  J.  Smith ** 

•*  244.  Dawson James  H.  Shine ** 

"  245.  John  Payne Moses  A.  Taggart* 8.    W. 

*'  246.  Harrison Henry  M.  Bradley W.  M. 

*•  247.  Cropwell James  D.  Truss.' ** 

'♦  I^roxiea. 
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No.  248.  Lawrence John  S.  Bird W.  M. 

«*    250.  Amand John  G.  Farley " 

**    252.  North  Port Henry  Hart  Brown* ** 

«    oco    T>       rill  t  Stephen  W.  Bryant S.   W. 

253.  RoaeHiU ]  Travis  W.  Stranghn J.    W. 

( Joseph  Henry  Johnson*. . .  W.  M. 
"    261.  Talladega  J  Amos  C.  Baker* 8.    W. 

(  Arthur  Bingham* J.   W. 

V    262.  Highland Isaac  W.  Johnson W.  M. 

**    265.  Meridian George  0.  Sanders ** 

"    270.  Butler  Springs Comer  J.   Knight 8.    W. 

«*    271.  PeaRiver William  T.  Chapman W.  M. 

*•    272.  Clifton Flavins  F.  Kimbrough  ...     ** 

**    277.  Larkinsville Andrew  J.  Harper* " 

"    280.  Springville BasU  M.  Hill '« 

*»    281.  Charles  Baskerville Thomas  Clark  Morton S.    W. 

**    283.  Daviston Joel  L.  Hood* «« 

**    285.  Georgiana John  M.  Sims ** 

*'    286.  Walker Isaac  T.  Love " 

"    290.  Gillespie Freeman  S.  Jenkins W.  M. 

(  Francis  L.  Pettus " 

"    305.  Central  City \  Julius  C.  Adler* 8.   W. 

(  Gaston  A.  Robins* J.    W. 

*'    320.  Warrenton James  L  Sheffield* W.  M. 

"    330.  Forkland Milton  W.  Hand* «' 

"    331.  Charity Pleasant  W.  Fancher ** 

*«    332    Blue  Eye Thomas  M.  Brewer •* 

*'    835.  Nanafalia Albert  G.   Westbrook «« 

it    wn    Tr>K«or>r,  S  J<>6l   Nichols «« 

337.  Johnson  ]  George  B.  Franklin J.    W. 

**    338.  Georgiana  Davis Thomas  B.  Fitzpatrick 8.    W. 

**    341.  Ragan David  A.  Wright W.  M. 

**    345.  Echo Zachariah  T.  Harrison 

"    348.  Bienville Palmer  J.  Pillans* 

**    349.  Ozark Augustus  L.  Milligan 

**    350.  Sipsey James  Mills,  Jun 

(  John  W.  Thomason 

"    353.  Rock  Mills i  Richard  J.  Breed 8.    W. 

(Charles  W.  Eichelberger* . J.    W. 

**    355.  Van  Buren George  W.  Roberts W.  M. 

**    357.  Rutledge Edmond  H.  Johnson " 

**    361.  Town  Creek Albert  J.  Powers ** 

(  Thomas  L.  Smith " 

**    363.  Chester J  James  A.  Bramlett 8.    W. 

( John  S.  Ferryman J.   W. 

**    364.  Pleasant  Site Jacob  Washington  Rogers. 8.   W. 

**    365.  Houston Thomas  F.  Mitchell J.    W. 

"    367.  Chandler Thomas  J.  Burton W.  M. 

**    369.  Athelstan William  Harrison  Long. . .     *' 

**    370.  Goliad Joshua  W.  West " 

"    371.  RuBsellville  Asa  C.  Frederick *• 

"    373.  Bell's  Landing William  Monroe  Hestle. .  .8.   W. 

♦  I^oxlra. 
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No.  379.  Robert  E.  Lee biegmnnd  Kaxifinan W.  M. 

"    380.  Ohatchee Henry  F.  Montgomery «• 

"    381.  E.  H.  Cook JohnQ.  Dansby " 

••    ^-  Biro^ingham  Fraternal,  j  g^  ^  Mojxow^. . . . . .  ^  "^ 

"  386.  Trinity Nelson  Roper W.  M. 

"  388.  Newburgh Wesley  M.  Smith •• 

'•  390.  Weathers James  W.  Swann ** 

••  394.  Valley  Head Edward  Pier&on  Nicholson     •« 

"  397.  Black  Oak Jacob  B.  Wilbanks* 8.   W. 

"  399.  Haw  Ridge Thomas  J.  Peacock* W.  M. 

"  402.  Green  Hill Fernando  8.  McDonald ...     *' 

At\Q    ni.;i.i^*<,Knw,  J  John  T.  McMillan ** 

403.  Childersbnrg J  j^^^j^j  ^  j,^^^,  .. 

406.  Doric Thomas  B  Wallace " 

"    408.  Hillsboro Benjamin  M.  Simpson " 

•*    410.  Helena  Thomas  B.  McCluskey ...     *• 

**    412.  Amberson William  M.  Graham 8.   W. 

413.  High  Shoals William  Weathers W.  M. 

415    Oak  Level  j  John  H.  Grimes " 

410.  uaJt  ijeyei ^  Hezariah   G.  Earnest J.   W. 

417.  George  Smith Jacob  Smith   W.  M. 

'  Harrison  J.  Clark ** 

Madison  R.  Cunningham .  S.    W. 

422.  Shorterville Henry  A.  Ethridge* W.  M. 

**    423.  Clanton Albert  E.  Bivings  " 

•*    424.  George  Wilson Richard  Bush  Hightower . .     " 

(Eldred  S.  McWhorter. . . .     ** 

"    429.  Milo  Abercrombie }  Jesse  J.  Jordan   8.    W. 

(  Van  Johnson J.    W. 

"    430.  Albertville Robert  M.  Johnson W.  M. 

"    «2.  Btoer.  Station \'^:rJAV^^-:\s\. 

"  433.  Branchville John  Thomas  Pearson* ...     " 

"  434.  Andalusia Malichi  Riley J.    W. 

•*  436.  Winston  Star Allen  C.  Romlne W.  M. 

••  437.  Fort  Payne John  L.  White  •' 

((    Aoa    rr     ^1     .1  (  John  I.  Reeves " 

4*J.  Headland ^  ^^^^^  ^  Herring* S.   W. 

"    439.  Mount  Vernon Benjamin  F.  Bridges ** 

"    442.  Bethlehem John   M.Simpson W.  M. 

"    443.  Annistou William  Yates  Titcomb .. .     *• 

"    445.  Calera Calvin  L.  Hanell •• 

*•    448.  Coalburg William  Frederic  Bellinger    " 

**    449.  Bankhead Thomas  L.  Burchfield. . .  .J.    W. 

450.  Florida Russell  Mc W.Cunningham  W   M. 

ARo  T\  1       1  1  Robert  Root  Brown ** 

452.  Dolomite ]  John  M.  Bauge* J.    W. 


*'    420.  Broomtown | 


it 


(< 


i  George  P^  Harrison,  Jun . .  W.  M. 


454.  Lee J  WilUam  E.  Hudmon* .    ...8.    W. 

( James  B.  Collier J.    W. 

*  Proxiet. 
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The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  Ample  Form 
by  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  delivered  his  Annual  Ad- 
dress, and  it  was  referred  to  a  special — 

OOMMITTEE  ON  GRAND    MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

John  A.  McKinnon, 

Nicholas  Stallworth, 

William  B.  Arberry. 


GRAND  MASTER'S  ANNUAL  ADDRESS. 

Brethren  of  the  Orand  Lodge  : 

In  assembling  on  this  the  sixty-seventh  Annual  Grand  Communi- 
cation of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  we  should  be  devoutly  thank- 
ful to  an  All-Wise  Providence  for  the  many  aud  varied  blessings  so 
lavishly  bestowed  upon  our  land  and  country.  Peace  among  all  the 
great  nations  of  the  world  exists,  and  the  principles  of  Free  Masonry 
are  having  free  course.  As  the  twin  sister  of  a  higher  civilization, 
and  the  promoter  of  every  virtue,  our  system  of  morals  is  lighting 
up  the  pathway  of  man  and  pointing  him  to  a  high  and  noble 
destiny. 

We  rejoice  to  see  the  rapid  progress  that  is  being  made  by  our  com- 
monwealth in  material  prosperity  aud  the  development  of  intellec- 
tual culture.  Capital  and  labor  are  flowing  in  upon  us,  seeking  in- 
vestment and  employment.  Our  mountains,  hitherto  bleak  and  bar- 
ren, have  become  tributary  to  our  increasing  wealth.  Perhaps  no 
State,  in  all  this  broad  land  of  states,  has  ever  moved  onward  in  a 
grander  and  more  rapid  march,  achieving  result  after  result  in  so 
short  a  period,  as  our  beloved  Alabama.  The  North  is  teeming  with 
a  busy  population,  pushing  and  driving  every  energy  in  developing 
her  vast  and  almost  boundless  resources.  The  smoking  furnace,  the 
whistling  engine,  the  crowded   city,  the  bustling  town,  the  active 
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village,  tells  a  story  that  is  marveloas  and  matchless.  Capital  and 
enterpriRe  are  fast  lindiDg  their  way  to  the  timber  belt,  in  the  beaa- 
tifalt  pine  forests  of  the  Sonth.  Last,  bnt  by  no  means  least,  the 
agricaltural  district  stretching  through  the  centrM  part  of  the  State 
is  rejoicing  in  the  midst  of  a  bountiful  harvest,  and  the  hnsbandman 
wears  a  cheerful  smile.  All  the  forces  and  elements  of  prosperity 
should  bring  us  under  renewed  obligations  to  that  God  in  whom,  we 
OS  Masons  trust,  and  while  the  busy  world  about  us  is  striving  to 
accumulate  wealth  and  gurner  up  the  riches  that  flow  from  Mother 
Earth,  we  should  be  wide  awake  and  ever  active  in  disseminating  the 
great  tiuths  that  underlie  the  fabric  of  Free  Masonry. 

The  constitution  makes  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  Grand  Lodge 
an  account  of  my  official  acts. 

Mount  Jefferson  Lodge  No.  152,  having  forfeited  its  charter,  I  au- 
thorized brother  E.  P.  Bozemun  to  collect  the  furniture  of  said  Lodge 
and  turn  it  over  to  Beulah  Lodge  No.  455,  which  was  the  nearest 
neighboring  Lodge. 

Acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  authorized 
brother  R.  J.  Dudley  to  sell  the  Lodge  room  of  Collerine  Lodge, 
which  had  been  erected  over  the  basement  of  a  private  building. 
He  sold  said  room  for  fifteen  dollars,  which  amount  has  been  paid  to 
the  Grand  Treasurer. 

The  f  )llowing  questions  have  been  submitted  for  answer  : 

First.  —Must  a  Mason  serve  as  a  warden  before  he  is  eligible  to  the 
office  of  Worshipful  Master? 

Held,  That  he  must. 

Second.  -Is  an  applicant  for  the  mysteries  of  free  masonry  disqual- 
ified who  cannot  write  his  name? 

IHdj  If  ho  is  qualified  in  every  other  particular  this  should  not 
be  H  bar  to  his  initiation. 

Third.  Does  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  recognize  what  is  com- 
monly called  sido  degrees  ? 

Hchly  The  only  degroos  known  to  the  Grand  Lodgo  of  Alabama, 
are  entered  .\ppreutice,  Fellow  ('raft  and  Master  Mason. 

Fourth.     A  brother  having  been  indefinitely  suspended,  wishes  to 
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reinstate,  mast  he  make  an  apology  to  the  aggrie'ved  party,  or  will 
an  apology  to  the  lodge  be  snfficient? 

Htldf  That  the  subordinate  lodge  mast  be  its  own  jadge,  bat  see  to 
it  that  the  law  of  restoration  anderthe  constitution  and  edicts  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  be  strictly  complied  with. 

Fifth. — Can  the  Grand  Master  anthorize  a  subordioate  lodge  to 
bury  a  dimitted  Mason  ? 

Held,  He  can  not 

Sixth.  — Can  a  Junior  Deacon  be  refused  a  dimit  because  he  is  an 
offi<}er  in  the  Lodge  ? 

Hdd,  He  is  entitled  to  a  dimit  if  no  other  objection  exists. 

Seventh. — White  Star  Lodge  in  Tennessee,  requests  that  Gal  era 
Lodge  No.  445,  confer  the  Entered  Aprentice  degree  on  a  candidate 
elected  by  ssdd  White  Star  Lodge. 

Hddf  That  the  request  could  not  be  complied  with  . 

I  have  answered  a  great  many  questions  on  Masonic  law  and  usage, 
but  they  were  so  well  settled  by  constitutional  provisons  and  pre- 
cedence that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  report  the  same  to  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

In  December  last,  I  commissioned  Brother  A.  R.  Conkling,  of  In- 
dependence, California,  as  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Alabama  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  granted  a  number  of  dispensations  to 
form  new  Lodges,  and  to  elect  officers  out  of  the  regular  time,  a  list 
of  which  will  be  handed  the  proper  committees  by  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary. 

I  received  an  invitation  from  Brother  Thomas  J.  Shryock,  Grand 
Master  of  Masons,  to  be  present  at  the  centennial  celebration  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland,  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  May  10th, 
11th  and  12th,  1887.     I  also  received  an  invit-ition  from  Brother  Alex- 

No.  2. 

Amos  C.  Baker,  Nelson  Roper, 

Thomas  F.  Mitchell,  Thomas  B.  McCluskey, 

James  W.  Crump. 
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and  extensive  work  performed  by  Brother  T.  J.  Peacock,  heretof    » 
appointed  a  District  Lecturer.     He  has  visited  and  exemplified 
work  in  thirty-two  lodges,  and  wherever  he  has  beoD,  the  breth.    ^ 
have  been  highly  edified  and  delighted,  and  Masonry  enconragedt 
given  a  new  impetus.     I  trust  that  (he  subordinate  lodges  will  • 
courage  this  lecture  system,  as  it  will  enable  them  to  conform  to  *'.? 
work  as  reported  to  the  Grand  Lodge.     Brother  Peacock  informs  ui  i 
that  he  is  williug  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work,  provided  he  n  . 
secure  a  support  for  bis  family.    I  aui  impressed  with  the  belief  t)i:.* 
great  results  for  good  will  follow  wherever  a  competent,  worthy  ti  I 
exemplary  lecturer  may  go. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure,  as  well  as  duty,  during  the  past  year,  • 
visit  a  large  number  of  lodges  assembled  on  festival  occasions  an  i 
deliver  public  addresses  touching  the  principles  of  Free  Masoury. 

Duriug  the  two  years  i.'f  my  official  labors,  I  have  travelled  seve  > 
hundred  miles,  visiting  the  oraft,  and  laid  the  corner  stones  of  !  -  • 
public   edifices   without  any   cost  to   the  Grand  Lodge.     The   fcjr 
hundred   dollars   set  apart  for  my  expenses  during  these  two  ye  r 
remain  in  your  treasury  untouched.     This  is  attributable  to  tht;  ho 
erality  of  the  brethren  whom  I  have  visited,  they  paying  all  expens-   . 

It  occurs  to  me,  that  the  social  feature  of  our  order  ought  to  1 
more  cultivated  and  practiced.  Beneficial  results  follow  every  public 
Masonic  gathering,  when  prudence  and  judgment  guide  and  direi  . 
I  am  assured  of  the  fact  it  would  give  Masonry  a  deeper,  strong-  r 
and  more  permanent  lodgment  in  the  affections  of  its  memberr. 
were  they  to  meet  in  annual  re-unions.  Two  or  more  neighborii. : 
lodges  might  agree  to  assemble  on  some  designated  day,  inst-.  i 
officers,  have  an  address,  invitiug  the  outside  world  to  participai 
This  would  relieve  us  of  the  charge  of  selfishness  or  clanishness,  <^  . 
often  but  erroneously  urged  against  us. 

Third. --D«.»es  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  recognize  what  is  com- 
monly called  side  degrees  ? 

Held,  The  only  ilegrees  kuown  to  the  Grand  Lodgo  of  Alabama, 
are  entenrd  Apprentice,  Fellow  I'raft  and  Master  Mason. 

Fourth.   -A  brother  having  been  indefinitely  suspended,  wishes  to 
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IN  GRAND  LODGE. 

Tuesday  Mokxing,  December  6,  1887. 

The  Grand  Lodi^e  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
hxbor  at  9  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John 
Gideon  Harris,  presiding ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

REPOKT   ON   THE   F.  C.  DEGREE. 

The  Committee  on  Work  reported  on  the  F.  0. 
Degree. 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Master  announced  the  following — 

STANDING   COMMITTEES. 
On  Cuabtebed  Lodges. 

No.  1. 

Thoums  H.  Amborsoii,  AugUKtiiB  L.  MilligaD, 

Henry  F.  Montgomery,  Thomas  B.  Wallace, 

Robert  M.  Johnson. 

No.  2. 

Amos  C.  Bukor,  Nelson  Boper, 

Thomas  F.  Mitchell,  Thomas  B.  McCluskey, 

James  W.  Crump. 
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No.  3. 

Thomas  J.  Brewer,  Wesley  M.  Smith, 

Thomas  J.  Barton,  Jacob  Smith, 

Malichi  Riley. 

No.  4. 

Thomas  B.  Fitzpatrick,  Jacob  B.  Wilbaoks, 

Asa  G.  Frederick,  Harrison  J.  Clark, 

John  L.  White. 

No.  5. 

Zachariah  T.  Harrison,  Fernando  8.  McDonald, 

Sigmund  Kaufman,  Albv-rt  £.  Bivings, 

John  I.  Reeves. 

No.  6. 

Hal  C.  Weaver,  William  V.  Gardner, 

Thomas  P.  Whitby,  Richard  Chitwood, 

Benjamin  Daniel. 

No.  7. 

Charles  N.  Maxwell,  John  W.  Furifoy, 

Thomas  R.  Ward,  George  W.  Arberry, 

John  A.  West. 

No.  8. 

Elijah  P.  Chapman,  James  Scarborough, 

Charles  J.  Brock  way,  William  J.  N.  Taylor, 

Milton  M.  Odom. 

No.  9. 

Jacob  Pepperman,  George  W.  Ward, 

William  H.  May,  John  M.  Barrier, 

Franklin  N.  Hudson. 

No.  10. 

Richard  E.  McWilliams,  Isaac  W.  Fuller, 

Andrew  W.  Rucker,  Columbus  A.  Alexander, 

George  W.  Kerbo. 
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On  Dispensations. 

William  H.  Chapman,  George  W.  Porter, 

William  A.  Brown,  Angustus  F.  Evans, 

Absalom  Sherer. 

On  Finance. 

Nicholas  Stallworth,  Henry  0.  Wiley, 

William  S.  Foster,  Solomon  Palmer, 

Benjamin  F.  Pope. 

On  Bt-Laws. 

William  L.  Johnson,  Joseph  H.  Mooty, 

Charles  A.  Allen,  Theodore  Tiedeman, 

John  T.  MoMillan. 

On  Propositions  and  Gbieyanoes. 

George  W.  Jackson,  John  8.  Blair, 

William  M.  Sorrell,  Daniel  J.  Smith, 

Edward  P.  Nicholson. 

On  Doings  of  Grand  Offiobbs. 

M.  Lncias  Fielder,  Daniel  D.  Bennett, 

James  F.  Armstrong,  Henry  M.  Bradley, 

George  C.  Saunders. 

Brother  John  A.  McEinnon  made  the  following  re- 
port on  the  Grand  Master's  address,  and  the  report 
was  received  and  concurred  in. 

REPORT  ON  THE  GRAND   MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 

7o  tfie  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  AUihama : 

Yonr  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  address  of  the  M.  W. 
Grand  Master,  beg  leave  to  report : 

The  address  is  full  of  encouragement  to  the  fraternity  throughout 
this  jnrisdictioD,  and  we  hail  with  delight  the  sentiments  therein 
enunciated,  bespeaking  the  happy  relations  of  the  membership  in 
our  Stfite,  socially,  financially,  and  fraternally. 
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We  recommend  that  his  official  acts  and  deeisionn  in  bis  address 
enumerated  as,  ♦'First,"  *'Third,"  **Fourth,"  '^Fitfa'and  *'bixth,'  be 
approved. 

That  the  decisions  numbered  **Two*' and  *'Seven"  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence. 

We  recommend  that  his  actions  in  relation  to  Mount  Jefferson 
Lodge  No.  152,  and  Collerino  Lodge  No.  362,  be  approved 

JNO.  A.  McKINNON, 
N.  STALLWORTH, 
W.  B.  ARBERRY, 

Committee. 

Brother  Grand  Secretary  made  a  report  as  to  Santa 
Fe  Lodge  No.  226,  (that  the  lodge  be  reinstated  upon 
the  payment  of  a  certain  amount  of  dues,)  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  George  P.  Harrison,  Jun.,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution,  and  the  former  was 
concurred  in  and  the  latter  adopted  : 

AS  '.  O  Ai:i;URN  LODGE  NO.  76. 

Whereas,  Aiibinu  Lod<^e  N(».  70,  has  fcrft-ited  its  cbarter  by  non- 
payment of  dues  to  this  Grand  h^nh^e  ; 

And  Whkkkas,  >uid  Lod^<?  is  desirous  of  being  restored  to  its  place 
among  the  sistorliood  of  Loilj^es  in  this  jurisdiction  : 

And  Whereas,  Said  Lodi;*-  has  had  \o  incur  heavy  expense  in  the 
repiir  and  retittint;  ot  a  Lodge    liall.  therefore  be  it 

lit'Soicul,  That  tlie  chartcT  «>f  Auburn  Lodge  No.  70.  be  restored 
upon  the  p  lyinenl  of  one  year's  dues  to  the  Grand  Secretary,  who  is 
hereby  authorized  and  in.-.truoted  to  return  said  charter  when  said 
payment  is  niacie. 

Brother  James  M.  Brundidpje  offered  the  following 
preauibl«^  and  resolution,  and  the  former  was  concurred 
in  and  the  latter  adopted  : 

Whekkas,  The  lo.loo  room  of  Houston  Lodge  No.  36.5,  was  broken 
into  by  bnr-lars,  and  the  charter  of  said  Lodge  taken  from  the  lodge 
room,  therefore  be  it — 
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Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  furnish  to  said 
Lodge  a  new  churter.free  of  charge. 

And  theD,  after  prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  this  evening  at  6  o'clock. 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Tuesday  Evening,  December  6,  1887. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  6  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Cirand  Master,  John  Gid- 
eon Harris,  presiding;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

Grand  Master  Harris,  in  a  few  well  chosen  and  ap- 
propriate words,  then  introduced  Brother  H.  R.  Cole- 
man, of  Kentucky,  who  delivered  an  interesting  and 
instructive  lecture  on  Masonry  in  the  Holy  Land, 
after  which  the  t(janks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  ten- 
deied  to  Brother  Coleman  for  his  address. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Brother  William  Y.  Titcomb,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Suspensions,  Expulsions,  and  Appeals,  made 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 
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REPOBT  ON  SUSPENSIONS,  EXPUUSIONS,  AND  APPEAIA 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  Saspensions,  Expnlsioos,  and  Appeals,  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  report — 

APPEAIi  OF  BBOTHSB  T.  J.  MCDONALD, 

Secretary  of  Kiligee  Lodge  No.  199,  from  the  decision  of  said 
Lodge,  in  the  case  of  Kihgee  Lodge  No.  199,  against  Brother  J.  T.  B. 
Adams,  on  the  25th  day  of  May,  1887.  On  said  day  the  lodge  tried 
Adams  nndor  charges  of  gross  nnmasonic  conduct,  with  specifica- 
tions, alleging  violation  of  his  masonic  obligation,  and  expelled  him 
by  a  vote  of  15  to  4. 

From  an  attentive  examination  of  the  papers  in  this  case  it  appears. 
Firstly,  that  the  counsel  for  the  accused  made  a  plea  for  continuance 
on  the  ground  of  his  having  just  received,  on  the  day  of  trial,  de- 
fendant's written  request  to  act  as  counsel  for  him  in  said  cause,  and 
for  the  sake  of  more  time  needful  for  bringing  in  some  testimony 
deemed  material.  Plea  denied.  Secondly,  affidavits  of  outside 
parties,  the  sole  evidence  against  the  accused,  reached  the  Secreta- 
ry's desk  unsealed ;  and,  thirdly,  that  there  was  not  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  members  present  at  said  trial. 

This  action  on  the  part  of  Kiligee  Lodge  seems  to  have  been  taken 
in  too  much  haste.  Perhaps  the  accused  is  guilty,  as  charged  in  the 
specifications  ;  if  so,  the  highest  punishment  known  to  Masonry  is 
too  light  a  penalty  for  his  offense.  Adams,  however,  solemnly  avers 
his  innocence.  But,  at  this  juncture,  it  is  sufficient  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  should  authoritatively  intimate  to  Kiligee  Lodge  that  the  ex- 
pulsion of  Adams  was  illegal,  since,  by  the  latest  printed  Proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  the  whole  membership  of  Kiligee  Lodge  is  thirty- 
eight,  nineteen  not  being  a  majority. 

We  recommend  that  the  decision  of  Kiligee  Lodge  No.  199,  expell- 
ing Brother  J.  T.  B.  Adams  from  all  the  privileges  and  benefits  of 
Masonry,  be  reversed,  and  that  the  Grand  Lodge  order  a  new  trial 
of  this  cause. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  Y.  TITOOMB, 

Chairman. 
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REPORT  ON  WORK. 

The  Committee  on  Work  proceeded  to  report  on  the 
M.  M.  Degree,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in. 

The  Brother  Grand  Secretary  offered  the  following 
resolation,  and  the  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

THANKS  TO  THE  M.  C.  ULLEY  A  CO. 

Resolved^  That  the  thauks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  M.  G.  Lilley  &Co.,  of  Golnmbas,  Ohio,  for 
the  handsome  chart  presented  to  this  Grand  Lodge  containing  illus- 
trations of  the  three  degrees  of  Masonry. 

Brother  John  A.  McKinnon  offered  the  following, 
and  it  was  adopted  : 

AS  TO  DISTRICTING  THE  STATE  AND  APPOINTING  LECTURERS. 

Resolvedf  That  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the 
Communication  of  1883|  **to  district  the  State  and  appoint  Lec- 
turers/' be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

1st.  That  the  Masonic  Jurisdiction  of  this  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  be  divided  into  four  districts,  and  that  the  Most  Wor- 
shipful Grand  Master,  and  his  successors  in  office,  may,  upon  the 
written  recommendation  of  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Work, 
appoint  one  lecturer  in  each  of  said  districts,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  verify  the  work  in  his  district ;  and  that  the  term  of  service  of  the 
lecturer  so  appointed  shall  expire  at  the  next  ensuing  Communica- 
tion of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

2.  That  the  lecturers  so  appointed  shall  be  furnished  with  certifi- 
cates from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  certifying  that 
they  are  fully  competent  to  exemplify  the  work  ;  said  certificate  to 
constitute  their  credentials  to  be  presented  to  the  subordinate  lodge. 

3  That  the  subordinate  lodges  composing  the  several  districts 
shall  pay  the  expenses  of  the  lecturer,  whenever  they  may  desire 
his  services. 
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REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 

Brother  Nicholas  Stallworth,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee OD  Fiuauce,  made  report,  and  the  report  was 
received  and  concurred  in. 

Brother  Thomas  H.  Anderson,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  1. 

To  Qie  M.  W.  Grand  Lodye  of  Ahihama: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  1,  havii^g  carefully  ex- 
amined tbe  returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing — 

COKitECT  : 

Rising  Virtue No.    4     Dale   No.  25 

Moulton *•     H     Rising  Sun *•  2y 

Macon •'     7     Washington *•  36 

Giiead "      H  i  ^VetnmpKa -  39 

Montgomery *'    II  |  Mobile      **  40 

Florence **    H  t  Livingston **  41 

Saint  Albans '*   22  j  Leighit>n *'  43 

George  Washington   **   24  ■  Union   •*  50 

INCORRECT  : 

Helton  No.  1.  — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  names  not  written 
out,  initials  used  throughout. 

Alabama  No.  3.    -Name  not  indorsed  on  the  back. 

Royal  White  Habt  No.  10.  -Recajiiiulation  not  filled  out,  abbre- 
viations and  initials  used. 

Athens  No.  It*.  -Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  dates  at  the  bottom 
not  filled  out, 

Selma  Frateunal  No.  27.  —Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  ont. 

Autauga  No.  31.  —Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  dates  at  the  bot- 
tom not  filled  out. 

Courti^nd  No.  37.  — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  abbreyiations 
used,  seal  illegible. 

HiKAM  No.  42.  -Two  years  ;  recapitulation  not  filled  out  io  1886, 
abbreviations  and  initials  used  in  both. 
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Lbighton  No.  43.   -Recapitulation  written  out,  no  retnrnnfor  1887. 

Gabton  No  44.--R«tiiiiis  for  two  years;  recapituiatiou  not  in 
figures,  one  date  at  the  bottom  uot  filled  out. 

Demopolis  No.  49.  — Dates  at  the  bottoui  not  tilled  oui. 

All  of  which  is  fiaternally  subfnitlinl. 

THOM.\S  H.   AMBERSON, 
THOMAS  F>.  WALLACE, 
ROBERT  M.  J0HN80N, 
AUGUSTUS  L.  MILLIG.\N, 
llENRY  E.   MONlGOHhLRY, 

Coiuuiittee. 

Brother  William  H.  May,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Chartered  Lotlges  No.  U,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  i  lA  concurred  in: 

i:L/.>l:i^  ON  CHAUiLiCED    LODGES  NO.  \i. 

To  Utt*  M.    W.  (i;'('/''J  L'ri'i/f^  i>f'  A^nlnuin  : 

Your  ('ouhuiium'  oil  CharU'ied  Lodj^es  No.  '.♦,  ai'ter  careful  exam- 
ination of  iho  rt'Luius  subiiiiiunl  to  thvui,  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing - 

COUKKtT  : 


North  Border No.  3'Jl 

Falkville •'    :V.m; 

Green    Hill    "    41*2 

Childersbnrg '*    4u:i 

Hillhboro '*    41nS 

Pondtown "    41)',) 


Helena   No.  410 

An)l)erson    '*    412 

Gt- or^e  S  I  ith   

I  rotuhtowu 

^horlervllle    

Clantou 


*  417 
'  420 

*  422 

*  423 


INCORKKCT  : 

Valley  Head  No.  394.  -  No  signature  by  the  W.  Master. 

Black  Oak  No.  397.  —Two  years  ;  table  of  dues  not  tilled  out, 
name  abbreviated,  recapitulation  improperly  tilled  out. 

Haetselle  No.  398.  — Name  and  number  not  on  the  back,  recapitu- 
lation improperly  filled  out. 

Haw  Kidoe  No.  399.  -Name  abbreviated. 

Doric  No.  406.  -  Heading  not  filled  out,  no  date  to  one  suspended. 

High  »Shoal8  No.  413.— Recapitulation  improperly  tilled  out,  dates 
at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Oak  Level  No.  415. —Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out. 

Cullman  Fbatebnaj.  No.  421. — Returns  not  numbered  on  the  back, 
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retains  not  numbered  on  the  inside,  heading  not  filled  out,  footing 
not  filled  out,  names  abbreviated,  date  A.  L.  m>t  filled  out,  seal  illegi- 
ble, initials  used. 

Qbobob  Wilson  No.  424.— Becapitulation  improperly  filled  out, 
heading  improperly  filled  out. 
Bklobskn  No.  4*28.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out 
Miuo  Abxbcbombis  No.  429.— Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out 
Ai^KBTviiiLB  No.  430. — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out,  sev- 
eral names  abbreviated. 

W    H.  MAY, 

JOHN  M.   BARRIER, 
GEO.  W.  WARD, 
FRANK  N.  HUDSON, 

Committee. 

Brother  Bichard  E.  McWilliams,  Gbairman  of  Com- 
mittee No.  10  on  Chartered  Lodges,  made  the  follow- 
ing report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  10. 

* 

To  the  M.  W.  Orarul  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  10,  after  a  rigid  exam- 
ination of  tbe  returns  placed  before  them,  report  the  following — 

COUBECT  : 


Steel's  Station No.  432 

Andalusia -2  years **    434 

Winston  Star '*    436 

Fort  Payne *•    437 

Anniston **    443 

Cttlera **    445 


Leeds   No.  446 

Coalbarg *«    448 

Bankbead  —2  years •*    449 


Dolomite  •* 

Gibson *• 

Lee 


<< 


452 
453 
454 


IMCOBBBCT  : 

BBANCHVIU.R  No.  433.  —Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  heading  of 
the  returns  not  filled  out,  table  of  dues  not  filled  out,  seal  not  plumb. 

Wabe  No.  435.— No  date  to  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

Headland  No.  438.— Initials  only  to  several  names. 

Mount  Vebnon  No.  439.— Almost  all  the  names  abbroyiated,  re- 
turns very  much  soiled. 

Bethlehem  No.   442.— Secretary  ran  short  in  ink,  heuoe  had  to 
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make  oat  retaras  in  pencil ;  beading  at  the  top  not  filled  out ;  has 
sixteen  members  bat  only  payn  for  fourteen ,  and  none  of  them 
marked  M.  G. ;  one  dimitted,  bat  no  date  given  to  it. 

Allsbobo  No.  444. — Keoapitnlation   not  filled  oat,  heading  not 
filled  oat,  dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  oat,  no  seal. 
Florida  No.  450.— Several  names  with  only  initials. 
Seaxe  No.  451. — Becapitalation  written  oat  instead  of  figares. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  sabmitted. 

RICHARD  E.  McWILLIAMS, 
A.  W.  RUCKER, 
CHARLES  A.  ALEXANDER, 

Committee. 

Brother  M.  Lucius  Fielder,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  made  report,  and  the 
report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  DOINGS   OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

To  the  M,  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Yoar  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers,  beg  leave  to  report, 
that  yoar  Grand  Officers  have  been  diligent  in  the  discharge  of  their 
several  duties  ;  arging  as  to  be  ap  and  doing  in  disseminating  the 
great  moral  traths  taaght  in  Masonry  ;  and  to  bo  faitbfal  in  uphold- 
ing and  maintaining  the  dignity  of  oar  honorable  and  Ancient  Fra- 
ternity. If  the  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge  woald  bat  take  as  an 
example  the  conduct  of  oar  Grand  Officers,  Masonry  would  move  on 
a  higher  plane. 

We  have  mach  to  admire  and  to  commend,  while  we  feel  that  we 
have  nothing  to  condemn. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  LUCIUS  FIELDER, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Charles  N.  Maxwell,  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tee No.  7,  on  Chartered  Lodges,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred 
in : 
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REPORT  ON  CHA.RTERED  LODGES  NO.   7 

To  the  M.   \y.  (ntiiiil  L  t  I'jr  of  A'-i^mmn'. 

Your  Comai.iief»  on  Ciiirterel  Lo-Ues  No.  7.  V>c»g  leavo  to  report 
that  thtv  biive  r\.iuiiii(Ml  the  Kuturns  subuiittu»i  to  them  iind  fiud  the 
following  — 

COKKECT  : 

G*-ort^ijina No.  'Ix'i     Nun.it"ali:i No.  335 

WjiVKfr     *      •J^«j     .loliiison *'  387 

Ciillr.sjn^ ••    ii^M)  i  (iruri^iana  Udvis **  33>) 

Cfii'.ia.  C'uv '•    ;;<'.'.     Ci-^iiCifr-k •*  341) 

Vi<.!m     * *•    :i-JI      '.•'.  )       »'  345 

F.'ikiaT.'!     2  vt'.Ts '•    ;'.:;(i     i-;;.'n\:']e  •*  34S 

('Lai;tv  ..." •'    ::;;]  I  o.:.iK       ••    34U 

Oii\ .'i!    '•    ;!;-:J  I  Mi)-e\      2    vtars *'     350 

INCOKR    IT   : 

C:iAi:ii/>  1Ja-;kki.\  .i.i.r:  No.  '1^\  DiU's  ai  tlio  bottom  not  tilled; 
seal  II"',  p.ijtiib. 

l>AV;-,L(tN  No.  -j^  ;.  I)i:«s  at  ill"  bo;i<iiii  iHtl  lill  il  out:  st-al  makes 
no  iiii|)r.->-..  ■  1      'ijii>«'  -  -i  .t   rn-w  r»!i". 

('lint  >N  No.  L^7.      D.J.i  ^  a!  liu'  bottom  not  tillfd  out. 

NoKRi.s  No,  ;^  )1.       .No  \*.  O.  or  roilllly  r^^^l  «b»\V.i. 

JoNKSBoK  >  Nw.  ;>!.">        iji  al'ii;.;  liol    liUed  out. 

Cluitsm;  i.K  N  ».  .i\  '.     iJeiM])iiiil<iiioii  not  tilletl  out  properly 

Waki.ia.on  N>.  \V2.\).  Ui.MM))iinliiUon  not  hlb-d  out;  two  names 
under  iht;  h»M'lin:4  ot  Kulcrcd  Appi-eniii'i-^.  wiib  dates  as  though 
both  bad  l>eHti  pa-.>.<-d  H!id  oii«  of  iht^m  iais»-.l  ;  <»rdy  initials  to  most 
of  the  n. I  lies;  d.it(3  V  L.  uot  lillei;  no  s?-  ..  rillel  up  with  pencil 
and  i  .ked  o\>^r. 

Ho;  LY  GiiovK  No.  3i.'i,     Naii;?  no    iud<»r-<'Ml  on  the  back. 

Hlik  Kyk  No  W.Vl  I'ao  \. ..  -:  one  reiiiru  has  lo  P.  O.  or  county 
set  tlown;  oue  naine  in  initiiiis:  aosoal;  no  date  t-  one  dimitted. 

llvdAN  No    '^^\..      Keoapitnl.'M"^  improperly  tilled  out  lu  both. 

PiKKviM.K  No.  344.  Ueci.  ti.  .::(»i.  not  hlled  out;  F.  C's.  have  no 
date  ot  pu.sning;  btadiu«4  rmt  tii;Lil  «)at:  seal  not  plumb;  uot  signed 
by  the  W.  M. ;  two  reinstate  i  havo  no  date. 

HcKisi.  i;o  No  3H) — Table  (»f  d  ils  imperfectly  tilled  out;  abbre- 
viations and  initials  used:  date  at  the  bottom  not  tilled  out. 

All  of  wbi(di  is  fruternally  submitted. 

CHARLES  N.  MAXWELL, 

Chairman. 
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Brother  Thomas  J.  Br^  wer,  Clwiirraaii  of  Committee 
on  Ch«*irterecl  Lodges  No.  *>  ina»le  the  following;  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  ahd  concurred  in  : 

KEPOlir  ON  CHAKTEHKD  LODGES  NO   3. 

To  Ih"  yi     ^V.   firnmJ  Ijful'jf  ni'  Al'il"'  •■  I  : 

Your  CoiinnitteC!  «in  Clmrttred  Loili;os  No.  3,  bey  lenve  tu  uiuke 
the  followiu^  report.  ll.\in^  iMiofnlly  exaimned  tlie  Returns  sub- 
mitted to  ibeni,  they  tiui  the  follo\viDj:»  - 


Sftwver 

Loz  hatrliee 

Hartwvll 

Nr)tiisnl^  « 

M<»riitiit-r  IJt-aihr.  lor  IfsN? 
GeutVii 


corjiKCT  : 

N  '.    \y.\  i    Yorkvilb^ 

"       tj;  I    Unity 

•■      101  '    Slicli.v 

••      li!>  r.al.hNiii    . 

'•      l-2«".  rrattiiiitv 


\ 


o     131 

'    i3r. 

'  140 
'  142 
U5 


INCOlJlKt    1    ; 
IJlNi.IV   N>».   '.»i.        D.lN'^  at    til."  l>')tt:MU   H   >l    lillnl  fillt. 

'j'r«ii  v:;  \   ■■■\.:y.  \<»   '.'(;.      Nt»s»-il 

^r'  '.;:i  N  \  '«'")  !(•  Miti'.ij^alioii  i-iii  roix.-rly  ti'lcl  dut  ;  no  dates 
to    :i  '•'.  .-'.  '     :■  "i  j   :--^::i_;  (■::«"  M.  ^1. 

iii:::M    N  \  ».  I>'-       K-- •';•;. 'il  ilioti    .mpi' 'j)'  '"ly  tilu-d  out. 

(':i'«  :  ;n-  N  >.   I(»7       \  .ii»<    iioi  iii'li!    (   1  «»n  ilm  buck,  rc-.-ipit  nl  iiion 

illi(>:    '.'    .:>    i'\   .      I'ln*;    r|..x".i';    n  •    ' !  i :  •  l ;  >  s.- V<i-,<!    dciihs. 

Dkan  No.  112  L\  •  i;)i;  ii;  :l;»:i  not  ti!'<  d  oiil,  (lat»>  ;;1  tlio  bottom 
not  tiio'  I  oni. 

I>eKalk  N«».  I  .'*>.  No  (bill:  t  )  the  pasNin^^und  raisin|.;  of  ont-;  wrong 
date  at  the  top. 

Hi-;HNi)o\  No.  12">.     'I' wo  y.  ar*i  ;  r<"capit nl.ilion  not  tilbul  o\v. 

Moi;timku  Kf\i>i:i:  No.  12t».  For  bSsr.,  rtu'apitulatum  erroneously 
tilled  out;  dats  at  the  bott'nn  not  tilled  out. 

BoLivAu  No.  127.  No  dates  to  initiating  and  passing  Muster  Ma- 
sons in  one  year,  and  no  datts  to  passing  and  raisinj^  in  the  other  ; 
page  of  de<jjroi^s  conferred  !^<»nHr»dly  wr(Hii4. 

Wii.KY  No.  131.  I>atf^s  on  pa.^e  of  dejjjrees  conff^rred  and  affiliutioD, 
but  no  uanio;    no  seal. 

BuuLEsoN  No.  14:<.  No  name  on  the  back;  recapitulation  improp- 
erly tilled  out;  seal  illegible. 

All  of  which  is  fraternallv  submitted. 

T.  J.  BKEWEK, 

Chnirmun. 
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Brother  Hal  C.  Weaver,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  6,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  6. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama: 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  6  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing— 

COBBBGT  : 


Gadsden No.  236 

Bowen **    240 

Coosa "    242 

Dawson **    244 


Harrison ** 

Cropwell..^ ** 

Amand ** 

Guylesville ** 

Ervin ** 


246 
247 
250 
256 
257 


Talladega No.  261 


Walnut  Grove •* 

Meridian " 

Mount  Pleasant ** 

Pea  River ** 

Frankfort. 


(< 


264 
265 
266 
271 
275 


Larkinsville "   277 

Northern "    278 


IMCOBBBCT : 

Faibmount  No.  238.— Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 
John  Patne  No.  245. — Abbreviations  ;  dues  should  be  $6.50. 
Lawbencb  No.  248. — Heading  not  filled  out. 

NoBTH  PoBT  No.  252. — Two  reinstated  not  on  the  list  of  members, 
whereby  due  the  Grand  Lodge  $1 .00. 
RosB  Hill  No.  253.  —No  seal. 

Highland  No  262.  -For  1886 -no  seal,  date  at  the  bottom  not 
filled  out,  date  at  the  head  wrong,  name  not  on  the  back,  recapitula- 
tion not  filled  out ;  no  post-office  or  county  given. 

BuTLEB  Spbinos  No.  270.— Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out 
J.  W.  being  dead,  a  J.  W.  pro  tern,  should  have  been  set  down ;  no 
seal,  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Clifton  No.  272.  —  Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out,  seal  illegi- 
ble, date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

HAL  C.  WEAVER, 
R.  CHITWOOD, 
THOMAS  P.  WHITBY, 

Committee. 
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An  inv  itation  was  extended  to  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  visiting  brethren,  to  visit  the  Press 
Boom  of  the  Montgomery  Advertiser  to-morrow  morn- 
ing at  9  o'clock,  and  the  invitation  was  unanimously 
accepted. 

And  then,  after  p  rayer  by  the  R.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand 
Chaplain,  the  Gr  and  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10^  o'clock. 


IN  GRAND  LODGE. 


Wednesday  Mobning,  December  7, 1887. 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to 
labor  at  10.^  o'clock,  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  John 
Gideon  Harris,  presiding  ;  the  other  Grand  Officers  at 
their  several  stations. 

Prayer  by  the  E.  W.  and  Eev.  Grand  Chaplain. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

A  CASE  OF  MISBEHAVIOR. 

On  the  Grand  Lodge  being  called  from  refreshment 
to  labor.  Grand  Master  Harris  announced  that  infor- 
mation had  come  to  him  that  a  delegate  had  been 
guilty  of  intoxication  since  arriving  in  the  city.  He 
ordered  the  Junior  Grand  Warden  to  immediately  in- 
vestigate the  matter  and  report  at  once  to  the  Grand 
Lodge,  that  if  true,  action  may  be  taken. 

Brother  William  T.  Titcomb  proposed  the  following 
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amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  the  amendment  was  received  and  ordered  to  be 
submitted  to  the  lodges  : 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

ResUved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  be  instructed  to  send  to  all  the 
enbordinate  lod^'es  printed  slips  coutaiuing  aQ  amendmeDt  to 
Rule  19,  Art.  VII,  of  the  ('onstiintion,  faivorably  reported  by  the 
Cowmittee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  and  recommended  by  said 
committee,  for  submission  to  the  subordinate  lodj^es  for  their  ap- 
proval or  rejection,  said  Minendiii«nt  l»einf»  as  follrtws  : 

**Kri.E  li).  The  (irand  Lod^'e  nnx  reversp  the  decision  of  a  sub- 
ordinate  lod<;e.  whereby  a  bvi'th»^r  i**  suspended  or  expelled,  which 
reversjd  shall  restore  t lie  aonmed  to  all  his  rights  and  privilej^es  in 
Free  Masoiiiv.  nn-l  ta  '"''■'/  in*!n'/f r^^.h  tt  hi  th^  .v','  .fllh'tlp  Inthtf."' 

lisolt-fl.  'Ihat  th*'  snb':<l:njjte  ]'>,!<^t-;  aiv  hereby  instructed  to 
Vote  on  the  same  and  to  report  tli«.ir  ac;ion  thenou  to  the  next 
Giaim  Lod^e. 

J'  o'lljtM  William  H.  Clvipajiiu,  fn^m  the  Committee 
on  DisptMJsiitioiv;  made;  ;.■  e  following  report,  and  the 
report  was  rereivetl  ami  concurred  in  : 

KKPORT   ON   DISPENSATIONS. 

To  the  M'>s(  Wnr^hlpirl  fhoml  LoiJtje  if  AInhumn  : 

After  a  carelnl  examination  of  the  papers  confided  to  your  Com- 
mittee, they  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  Charters  be  granted  to--- 

Leeds  Lodge  No.  446, 
Seale  Lodge  No.  lol, 
Gibson  Lodge  No.  Ai)'.\, 
Harris  Lodge  No.  457. 

And  they  recommend  that  the  Dispensations  to — 

Beulah  Lodge  No.  450,  and 
Sam  Thompson  No.  456, 
Be  each  of  them  continued. 

Your  Committee  also  recommend  that  this  Grand  Lodge  grant  to 
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Harris  Lodge  No.  457  the  right  to  move  from  its  present  place  of 
meeting  to  Mnd  Greek  Church,  a  distance  of  two  and  a  half  miles. 

YoQr  Committee  also  report  unfavorably  upon  any  plan  of  iniliating, 
passing,  and  raising,  in  any  other  way  than  that  now  prescribed  by 
the  constitation  and  digest,  as  found  on  page  14  of  the  constitution, 
section  9. 
All  ot  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

WILLIAM  H.  CHAPMAN, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Thomas  B,  Fitzpatrick,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  made  the  following 
report,  and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  4. 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  4,  having  examined  the 
returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following — 

COBBECT  : 


Missouri No.  146 

Rodgersville  —2  years   ...  **  147 

Monroeville **  153 

Nixburgh— 2  years **  154 

Penick •*  161 

Hendrix "  162 

Fayetteville  Authentic. ..  **  163 


Mount  Hope No.  168 

Fellowship * 

Clintonville— 2  years * 

Tombigbee * 

Brush  Creek * 

Chattahoochee ' 

Hopewell * 


172 
188 
190 
191 
192 
193 


nfCOBBROT  : 

Fatbtteville  Authentic  No.  163.— Master's  name  signed  where 
the  name  of  the  lodge  ought  to  be. 

Elba  No.  170.— No  dates  to  several  initiations  and  passings. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173.— Initiations  and  abbreviations  used. 

Dbsotovillr  No.  178. — Initials  and  abbreviations. 

Mount  Hilliabd  No.  180.— Initials  used,  no  date  to  several  dimit- 
ted,  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Abbbfoil  No.  181.  — Abbreviations  and  initials. 

Mount  Eaolb  No.  185. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  seal  illegible. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

THOMAS  B.  FITZPATRICK, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  8  made  the 
following  report,  and  the  report  was  received  and 
concurred  in : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  8. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Yonr  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No  8  having  oarefnlly  ex- 
amined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  the  following— 

COBBECT  : 

Wilson  Williams No.  351     Athelstan No.  .369 


Rock  Mills **    353 

Heaton   **    354 


Goliad «*    370 

RuRsellville.   "371 


Kutledge •*    357  I  BelKs  Landing **    373 

Scottsboro "    359  "  Gainesville *'    375 


Town  Creek— 2  years **  361 

Pleasant  Site  -2  years **  364 

Chandler **  367 

Cross  Plains **  368 


Weogufka "    378 

Trinity "    386 

Newburgh *«    388 


INOOBBECT  : 

Van  Buben  No.  355.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  members  not 
numbered,  no  date  to  those  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

Babboub  No.  358.— One  raised  and  one  reinstated  not  on  the  list  of 
members;  due  the  Grand  Lodge  one  dollar,  seal  illegible. 

Chesteb  No.  363.— Two  years  ;  recapitulation  improperly  filled 
out,  abbreviations  used. 

Houston  No.  365. — Suspensions  N.  P.  D.  at  the  wroog  time.  Sus- 
pensions N.  P.  D.  must  take  place  immediately  preceding  the  festival 
in  June — that  is,  immediately  before  the  election. 

CoTACo  No.  366.  —Initials  used,  seal  upside  down. 

Lake  CiTT  No.  377. — Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  table  of  dues 
not  properly  filled  out. 

Robert  E.  Lee  No.  379. — Recapitulation  not  properly  filled  out, 
number  of  members  and  ministers  not  set  down  in  the  table  of  dues. 

Ohatchee  No.  380. — Abbreviations  used  throughout 

E.  H.  Cook  No.  331.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  date  of  initia- 
tion of  two  not  set  down,  year  of  passing  and  raising  not  set  down. 

BiBMiNGHAM  Fbatebnal  No.  384.  —  Initials   only  of  several   names 
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giyen,  no  date  to  sQspensions  N.  P.  D.,  no  date  to  Beveral  initiations 
and  passings. 
Weathers  No.  390— Two  years;  recapitalation  improperly  filled  out. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

CHARLES  N.  MAXWELL, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Amos  C.  Baker,  from  the  Committee  on 
Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  made  the  following  report, 
and  the  report  was  received  and  concurred  in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO  2 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  2,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
find  the  following— 

COBBECT  : 


New  Market No.  52 

Troy "    56 

Benton    **    59 

Liberty **    65 

Hampden  Sidney **    67 

Tohopeka **    71 


Widow's  Son— 2  years No. 

Solomon    

Crozier 

Erophotic— 1887.. 

Meridian  Sun 

Pfister 


72 
74 
78 
84 
88 
90 


INOOBBSCT : 


GbeeminoNo.  53. -Recapitulation  not  properly  filled  out. 

TusKEGEB  No.  57.  — Recapitulation  not  fiQed  out,  names  of  mem- 
bers abbreviated,  not  signed  by  the  Worshipful  Master. 

ToMPKiNsviLLE  No.  61.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out. 

Saint  Johns  No.  62.  ^Recapitulation  not  properly  filled  out. 

EuBEKA  No.  64. — Initials  and  abbreviations  used,  date  at  the  bot- 
tom not  filled  out. 

HoLSEY  No.  68  —Recapitulation  not  filled  out. 

HowABD  No.  69. — No  date  to  initiation  and  passing  of  1. 

Centbai.  No.  70. — Dates  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

CoKEBviLLE  No.  75.  — Two  ycars ;  Recapitulation  not  properly 
filled  out  for  1886  ;  in  1887  Master's  name  signed  where  name  of  the 
lodge  ought  to  be,  no  date  to  1  affiliation,  and  name  not  in  list  of 
luembers,  whereby  due  the  Grand  Lodge  50  cents. 

Wn^oN  No.  80.— Recapitulation  not  filled  out,  dates  in  the  heading 
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wrong,  DO  dates  to  2  reinstatements,  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled 
ont,  no  seal. 

Fbisndship  No.  83.  — Recapitulation  not  filled  ont,  initials  nsed, 
no  seal. 

Ebophouc  No.  84.— Recapitulation  improperly  filled  ont  in  returns 
for  1886,  date  at  the  bottom  not  filled  out. 

PBATTYiiii.B  No.  89.  — Recapitulation  improperly  filled  out.  Master's 
name  signed  where  the  name  of  the  lodge  ought  to  be. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

AMOS  0.  BAKER, 

Chairman. 

Brother  Zachariah  T.  Harrison,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  made  the  fol- 
lowing re'port,  and  the  report  was  received  and  con- 
curred in  : 

REPORT  ON  CHARTERED  LODGES  NO.  5. 

To  the  M.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  No.  5,  having  carefully  ex- 
amined the  returns  submitted  to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing— 

OOBBBCT  : 


Kiligee No.  199 

Sylacauga "    200 

Helicon "    201 

Marshall **    209 

Sam  Dixon "    218 


Tensaw No.  221 

ISandy  Ridge •«    223 

Bexar **    230 

Sepulga ••    233 


INOOBBEGT  : 

Hiii&ABSB  No.    197.— Heading    erroneously    dated,   seal  illegible, 
heading  wrongly  dated,  table  of  dues  not  properly  filled  out. 

Caledonia  No.  198.— Date  of  initiating  two  members  and  passing 
one  Dot  set  down. 

Pettusvlllb  No.  207. —Date  of  initiating  and  passing  one  candi- 
date not  set  down,  no  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 

Alexandbia  No.  208.— No  date  to  suspensions  N.  P.  D. 

Putnam  No.  212.— Recapitulation  not  filled  oat. 

Cabbollton  No.  214. — Name  and  number  not  on  the  back,  reca- 
pitulation not  filled  out,  date  and  amount  of  dues  not  on  the  back. 
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date  of  the  heading  not  filled  up,  names   abbreviated,  no  seal,   table 
of  dues  and  fees  not  filled  out,  no  date  to  one  dimittal. 

TsNSAW  No  221.— Recapitnlation  imperfectly  filled  out. 

Newton  No.  224.— Recapitnlation  imperfectly  filled  out. 

LouiSTiLLE  No.  225. — Seal  invisible. 

Santa  Fe  No.  226  —No  seal. 

James  Psnn  No.  227. — Two  years  ;  recapitulation  erroneously  filled 
out. 

DAiiLAS  No.  228. -Seal  illegible. 

All  oi  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

ZACHARIAH  T.  HARRISON, 

Chairman. 

And  then  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  Grand  Officers  for  the  ensuing  Masonic  year,  and 
the  election  resulted  as  follows  : 

ELECTION  OF  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

Mtlbs  Jefferson  Gbeene,  M.  D.Talladega Grand  Master. 

Henrt  Habt  Bbown Birmingham .  .Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Gboboe  Milbubnb  Mobbow Birmingham . .  Senior  Grand  Warden . 

Fbancis  Leigh   Pbttus Selma Junior  Grand  Warden. 

WiLiAM  Uenbt  Dinglet Montgomery . .  Grand  Treasurer. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery  .  Grand  Secretary. 

Adam  Reioabt  Bakeb Montgomery.  .Grand  Tiler. 

And  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  subsequently  an- 
nounced the  following  as  the — 

APPOINTED  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

Rey.  William  Cabet  Bledsoe  .  .LaFayette Grand  Chaplain. 

Dayid  W.  McIyeb Tuskegee Grand  Marshal. 

Gbobgr  W.  Abberbt Notasulga.   . . .  Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

Madison  R.  Cunningham Broomto  i^n . . .  Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

Henbt  H.  Matthews Montgomery. . Grand  Steward. 

Geoboe  C.  Gowdet Livingston Grand  Steward. 
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REPORT  ON  PROPOSITIONS  AND  GRIEYANCES. 

To  ihe  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama : 

Yoar  Committee  od  Propositions  and  Grievaiioes,  beg  to  report, 
that  they  have  considered  the  papers  laid  before  them,  and  recom- 
mend— 

Ist.  That  Gaylesville  Lodge  No.  256,  be  granted  a  charter  free  of 
charge,  and  that  the  dues  of  ^id  Lodge  be  remitted. 

2d.  That  Missouri  Lodge  No.  146,  be  granted  a  charter  free  of 
charge,  and  that  theii  dues  to  this  Grand  Communication  be  remitted. 

dd.  That  Monnt  Vernon  Lodge  No.  439,  be  permitted  to  move 
their  place  of  meeting  to  Kirks'  Grove,  as  prayed  for. 

4th.  That  Brother  J.  B.  Head  be  authorized  to  take  charge  of  the 
property  of  Amity  Lodge  No.  54  to  receive  rents,  and  settle  indebted- 
ness of  the  same. 

5th.  That  Jonesboro  Lodge  No.  315,  comply  with  Section  20,  of 
Article  4,  of  the  constitation. 

6th.  That  after  a  carefal  examination  of  the  papers  and  evidence 
in  the  matter  between  Newbargh  Lodge  No.  388  and  Rnssellville 
Lodge  No.  371,  your  committee  is  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  Brother 
Patrick  Hanlon  was,  at  the  time  of  his  Initiation,  Passing  and  Raifu 
ing,  living  at  no  permanent  home,  and  that  previous  to  his  being 
made  a  Mason,  three-fourths  of  his  time  he  lived  in  the  jurisdiction 
of  Kussellville  Lodge,  and  that  Newburgh  Lodge  should  not  receive 
the  fees  for  Initiating,  Passing  and  Raibing  said  Brother  Uanlon. 

7th.     That  Hose  Hill  Lodge  No.  253,  be  furnished  a  charter  free  of 

cost;  also  that  tbis  Grand  Lodge  remit  the  dues  due  from  said  Lodge 

for  the  Mtisonic  year  ending  November  14,  1887. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  JACKSON, 

JOHN  S.  BLAIR. 

Brother  Joseph  H.  Johnson  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

ASSISTANCE   FOR  THE  GRAND   SECRETARY. 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  may,  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  first  three  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  employ  clerical 
assistance  during  the  communications  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  the 
amount  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  any  one  year. 
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Brother  James  A.  Bilbro  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  constitution  as  follows  :  That  section  21,  of  Article 
YL,  which  reads  as  follows — 

Sec.  21.  Every  Lodge  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  every 
aoDaal  oommnnioation  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  make  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  a  retnrn  in  writing,  showing  who  are  its  officers  and  mem- 
bers, the  dates  of  admission  to  membership,  initiations,  passings 
and  raisings,  the  names  of  those  persons  rejected,  suspended,  ex- 
pelled, reinstated,  withdrawn  and  dead,  with  the  dates  annexed, 
since  the  last  return  ;  and  for  each  and  every  officer  and  member 
returned,  excepting  those  Ministers  who  are  actively  engaged  in 
preaching  the  Gospel,  shall  pay  to  the  Grand  Secretary  not  more 
than  fifty  cents — to  be  regulated  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

That  this  section  be  amended  so  as  to  read  thus — 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE   CONSTITUTION. 

Sec.  21.  Every  Lodge  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  every 
annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  make  to  the  Grand 
Secretary  a  return  in  writing,  showing  who  are  its  officers  and  mem- 
bers, the  dates  of  admission  to  membership,  initiations,  passings, 
and  raisings  ;  the  names  of  those  persons  rejected,  suspended,  ex- 
pelled, reinstated,  withdrawn,  and  dead,  with  the  dates  annexed, 
since  the  last  return;  and  for  each  and  every  officer  and  member  re- 
turned, excepting  those  ministers  who  are  actively  engaged  in  preach- 
ing the  Gospel,  and  those  who  are  over  the  age  of  seoetUy  years,  and 
those  who  are  insane,  shall  pay  to  the  Grand  Secretary  not  more 
than  fifty  (50)  cents,  to  be  regulated  by  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  William  S.  Foster  submitted  the  following, 
and  it  was  adopted  : 

RETURNS  OF  SUBORDINATE  LODGES. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  be  in- 
structed to  prepare,  and  submit  to  this  Grand  Lodge,  at  its  next  An- 
nual Grand  Communication,  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to 
require  the  Returns  of  subordinate  lodges  to  be  made  up  to  the  15th 
day  of  September  in  each  year,  and  to  have  said  Returns  sent  to  the 
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Grand  Secretary's  office,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  follow- 
ing; and  also  for  having  the  Returns  examined  by  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary, or  his  assistant,  tabulated,  and  prepared  for  printing,  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Brother  Henry  H.  Brown  offered  the  following  reso- 
Intioo,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

RULES   FOR  THE  TRANSACTION  OF  BUSINESS. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  and 
submit  to  the  next  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  a 
Code  of  Rules  for  the  government  of  the  same,  in  the  transaction  of 
its  business. 

And  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master  appointed  the  follow- 
ing committee  :    Brothers — 

Henry  Hart  Brown, 
George  Milburne  Morrow, 
Francis  Leigh  Pettus. 

INSTALLATION   OF  GRAND  OFFICERS. 

The  Grand  Lodge  then  proceeded  to  the  installation 
of  the  newly  elected  Grand  Officers,  the  retiring  Grand 
Master,  Brother  John  Gideon  Harris,  officiating,  and 
the  presentation  being  made  by  Brother  George  Flem- 
ing Moore,  the  Grand  Marshal.  Grand  Master,  John 
Gideon  Harris,  then  resigned  his  baton  of  office  into 
the  hand  of  his  successor. 

THANKS  TO  RAILROADS. 

On  motion  of  Brother  William  Wallace  Screws,  the 
thanks  of  the  Grand  Lodge  were  tendered  to  the  rail- 
roads of  the  State  that  had  so  generously  transported 
the  members  at  reduced  fare. 
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Brother  George  F.  Moore  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  adopted : 

WATER-SET  FOR  THE  GRAND  MASTER. 

That  there  be  purchased  for  presentation  to  the  retiring  Grand 
Master,  Brother  John  Gideon  Harris,  a  Water-set,  to  cost  not  more 
than  one  hundrod  dollars. 

The  Orand  Master  announced  the  following  Stand- 
ing Committees : 

COMMriTTEE  ON  TRANSPORTATION. 

William  Wallace  Screws Montgomery. 

Edmund  Head  Hastings Montgomery. 

Stephen  Henry  Beasley Montgomery. 

FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 
Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

SUSPENSIONS,  EXPUMIONS,  AND  APPEALS. 

William  Yates  Titcomb Anniston. 

Thomas  H.  Amberson Gadsden. 

James  L.  Sheffield Warrenton. 

MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Joseph  Henry  Johnson,  M.  D Talladega: 

Palmer  Job  Pillans Mobile. 

Henry  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery. 

Ruf us  Wills  Cobb Helena. 

George  Fleming  Moore Montgomery. 

COMMITTEE  ON  WORK. 

James  McGinnis  Brundidge Decatur. 

Robert  J.  Redden Moscow. 

Angus  M.  Scott Ozark. 

William  Wallace  McCollum Briarfleld. 

James  Andrew  Bilbro Taskegee. 
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MINUTES  BEAD. 

And  there  being  no  further  business  to  be  brought 
before  the  Grand  Lodge  at  this  Annual  Grand  Com- 
munication, the  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

CLOSED. 

And  then  after  solemn  prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Grace 
by  the  R.  W.  and  Rev.  Grand  Chaplain,  Brother 
William  Cairj  Bledsoe,  the  Sixty-seventh  Annual 
Grand  Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Ala- 
bama and  its  Masonic  Jurisdiction,  was  closed  in 
Ample  Form,  and  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master's  gavel  fell, 
at  5  o'clock  and  15  minutes. 

DANIEL  SATRE, 

Grand  Secreta'i'y. 
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GRAND  SECRETARY'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

M.  W.  Gband  Lodob  of  Alabama, 

In  Account  with  DANIEL  SA  YRE, 

1886  CR.  Grand  Secretary. 
Dec.    5     By  amount  of  Dnes  at  Grand  Com. . .  $  3,305  00 

Amount  of  Contingent  Fund 1.000  00 

FOB  CHABTSB8 

Winston  Stor  No.  436 $  35  00 

Dolomite  No.  452 35  00 

Lee  No.  454 35  00 

Coalburg  No.  448 35  00—      140  00 

1887  FOB   DISPENSATIONS. 

Feb.  22.     By  Beulah  No.  455 35  00 

Mar.  31.          Sam  Thompson  No.  456 35  00 

8ept.  19.          Harris  No.  457 35  00-       1U5  00 

DUES. 

Feb.  11.     By  dues  from  Scottsboro  No.  359 11  00 

19.          Jonesboro  No.  315 23  50 

Mar.  30.          Hillsboro  No.  408 9  00 

April22.          Mount  HopeNo.  168 10  00 

May  27.          Warrenton  No.  320  10  00 

Aug.  15.          Dean  No.  112 6  50—        69  00 

By  amount  from  Benson  Lodge. . .  75 

for  certificates 77  00 

34  Digests  sold 17  00 

1886.                                              DR. 
Dec.  24.     To  amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer $  3,305  00 

amount  paid  Grnod  Treasurer. . . .  140  00 

Paid  for  printing,  Brown  &  Co  ...  373  55 

Water  set  for  Grand  Master 65  00 

Paid  for  gas  17  40 

Paid  for  postage  and  box  rent. ...  68  00 

Paid  for  envelopes  &  blank  books  9  50 

Paid  for  History  of  Masonry 19  50 

Paid  for  transportation,  &o 5  00 

Paid  for  water  rates 3  00 

Paid  for  coal 5  50-$4,011  45 

To  amount  for  labor  about  office — no 

1887  vouchers $  19  61 

Nov.  26.     To  amount  paid  Grand  Treasurer 682  69— $4,713  75 

DANIEL  SAYRE^ 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  November  26,  1887.  Grand  Secretary. 
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GRAND  TREASURER'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


William  H.  Dinglkt,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  Accourd  wUh  the  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA: 

1886  DR. 

Dec.     7.  Tobnlanceon  hand $    200  47 

24.  Received  from  Grand  Secretary..       140  00 

24.  Received  fnim  Grand  Secretary..    3,305  00 

1887 

Nov.  Received  from  Grand  Master 15  00 

26.  Received  from  Grand  Secretary..       682  69— $4,343  16 

1886  CR. 

0 

Dec.     8.     By  Com.  on  Work,  J.  A.  Bilbro. . .  .71  26  65 

Com.  on  Work,  W.  McCoUom.  .72  39  50 

Com.  on  Work,  A.  M.  Scott 73  50  QO 

Com.  on  Work,  R.  J.  Redden.  .75  48  50 

Com.  on  Work,  J.  M.  Brandidge.78  75  00 

..     Grand  Chaplain 79  25  00 

Committee  on  Correspondence .  76  200  00 

Committee  on  Appeals 77  50  00 

GrandTiler 79  90  00 

Rent 80  800  00 

Grand  Secretary 82  1,000  00 

Grand  Treasurer 81  150  00 

Contingent  Fnnd 83  1,000  00 

Permanent  Fund 359  00 

Balance 429  61— $4,343  16 

•   WILLIAM  H.  DINGLEY^ 

Grand  Treasurer, 
MoNTOOMBBY,  Ala.,  Dcc.  5,  1887. 
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ANNUAL  REPOBT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  PERMA- 
NENT TRUST  FUND. 


Tbustses  of  Pbbmansnt  Tbust  Fund, 

In  AccourU  with  the  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA  : 

1886  DR. 

Dec     7.  Balance  on  hand $  713  92 

1887 

Jan.     1.  Interest  on  $14,600  State  bonds 292  00 

Feb.     1.  Interest  on    14,800  State  bonds 296  00 

Nov.  26.  Received  from  General  Fnnd 359  00-  $  1,660  92 

1887 

Jan.     1 .  Paid  for  $200  00  Alabama  bonds 202  00 

Nov.  Paid  for  1,000  00  Alabama  bonds 1,055  00 

Dec.    5.  Balance  on  hand 403  92-$l,660  92 

J.  G.  HARRIS, 
WILLIAM  H.  DINGLEY, 
DANIEL  SAYRE, 

Trustees. 


Securities  on  band— $15,000  00  registered  Ala.  bonds.  Glass  A. 
**         **      **  800  00  coupon  Ala.  bonds,  Class  A. 
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REPORT  ON  FINANCE. 


GRAND  LODGE  HALL. 

MoNTOOMEBT.  Ala.,  December  6.  1887. 
Jo  the  Jf.  W.  Orand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

Your  Gommittre  on  FiDaace  beK  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
carefnlly  exaojioed  the  FinnDcial  Report  of  the  R  W.  Grand  Treas- 
nrer  nnd  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  and  find  them  correct,  except  as 
hereinafter  noted.  From  the  R.  W.  Grand  Secretary's  report  we  find 
that  he  received  at  your  last  Annn  il  Communication — 

For  dues  $3,305  00 

**      **    since  that  time 69  75 


Total  amount  of  dues  $3,374  75 

For  Contingent  Fund  appropriated  at  your  last  Communi- 
cation     1,000  00 

For  4  Charters  (due  Trust  Fund) $    140  00 

"  3  Dispensations  (due  Trust  Fund] 105  00 

For  certificates  77  00 


Making  total  receipts  of $4,696  75 

Of  which  he  has  paid  out  on    proper  vouchers,  except  for  labor 
about  office,  $19.61,  as  follows: 

To  Grand  Treasurer  $4,127  69 

For  contingent  expenses  586  06 

Making  total  of  $4,713  75 


Leaving  balance  by  error  in  favor  of  Grand  Secretary  of . .  .$     17  00 

The  R.  W.  Grand  Treasurer  had  on  hand  at  your 

last  Annual  Communication  a  balance  of $    200  47 

Since  that  time  he  has  received  from  Grand  Sec- 
retary      4,127  69 

And  from  Grand  Master 15  00 


Total $4,343  16 

And  has  paid  out  on  proper  vouchers 3,913  55 

Leftving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  , $    429  6^ 
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Add  estimated  receipts  from  dues  at  yonr  present 

Gommaoioation,  about  $3,400  00 

For  Charters,  estimate 140  00 

For  Dispensations,  estimate 105  00 

For  Certificates 75  00 


Making  estimated  receipts     $3,715  00 


Total $4,444  61 

Of  this  amount  your  committee  recommend  the  following 
appropriations  to  defray  current  expenses  for  the 
ensuing  year: 

Salary  of  Grand  Secretary  for  last  year  $l,0<-0  00 

*•  *•      Treasurer       "  •*     150  00 

Grand  Tiler  for  this  Communication  60  00 

Grand  Chaplain  for  this  Communication 25  00 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Suspensions,  Expul- 
sions and  Appeals 50  00 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Correspondence 200  00 

Rent  Grand  Lodge  Hall 800  00 

Contingent  fund  of  Grand  Secretary 1,000  00 

Contingent  expenses  of  Grand  Master 200  00 

Grand  Tiler's  expenses  at  this  Communication.. . .  41  55 
Amount  due  Permanent  Fund  for  four  Charters.  .  140  00 
For  3  Dispensations  105  00 


Total  due  Trust  Fund  245  00 

Total  appropriations 3,771  55 


Leaving  estimated  balance  of ^ $    373  06 

PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Your  Committee  have  nlso  examined  the  annual   report  of  the 
Trustees  of  your  Permanent  Trust  Fund,  and  find  that  ut  date  of  last 

report  they  had  an  unexpended  balance  of $713  92 

They   have  collected  interest  on  Alabama  State 

bonds)  for  said  fund  this  year     588  00 

Have  received  from  General  Fund 359  00 


Making  total $1,660  92 

Of  this  amount  they  have  paid  for  2  Alabama  bonds  of  $100 

each , , ,      208  00 
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For  one  $1,000  Alabama  bond  1,055  00 

Gash  now  on  hand 403  92 

$1,660  92 

Yonr  Committee  recommend  that  the  tmsteee  continue  the  plan 

heretofore  recommended  by  the    Committee  on   Finance,    to-wit: 

So  soon  as  a  sufficient  amonnt  is  io  hand  to  purchase  other  "  Alabama 

Class  A  Bonds,"  do  so  and  have  the  same  registered. 

CONDITION  OF  PERMANENT  TRUST  FUND. 

Yonr  Permanent  Trust  Fund  consists  of  the  following  items,  to- 
wit: 
15  Alabama  Class  A  Bonds,  now  registered,  of  denomination 

$1,000  each   $15,000  00 

3  Alabama  bonds,  '*C1ass  A,'*  of  denomination,  $100  each  .        300  00 

1  Alabama  bond,  "Class  A,"  of  denomination,  $500 500  00 

Cash  on  hand 403  92 

Add  above  appropriations  for  Charters  and  Dispensations.        245  00 
Interest  due  January  1,  1888,  on $15,800  Alabama  Bonds. . .       316  00 

Total  amount $16,764  92 

Fraternally  submitted. 

NICHOLAS  STALLWORTH, 

Chairman. 
HENRY  C.  WILEY, 
W.  S.  FOSTER, 
BENJ.  F.  POPE, 
SOLOMON  PALMER, 

Committee. 
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Repoft  of  the  Committee  on  Cofiespondence, 

— BY — 

P.  G.  M.  PALMER  J.  PILLANS,  Chairman. 


To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  : 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  have  reviewed  such  proceed- 
ings as  have  reached  them,  and  now  submit  the  result  of  its  labors 
to  your  consideration,  hoping  that  these  may  prove  both  as  profit- 
able and  interesting  to  you  as  the  preparation  has  been  to  us. 

One  of  the  reviewers  enumerated  as  the  questions  of  moment  to 
the  fi'aternity  now  agitating  it,  'Hhe  doctrine  of  Grand  Lodge  sov- 
ereignty; *.he  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master;  perpet- 
ual jurisdiction  over  rejected  material,  and  strict  physical  qualifica- 
tion of  candidates."  The  first  is  conceded  generally  and  there  are 
but  few  regions  of  its  disturbance,  and  these,  if  too  great  heat  be 
not  introduced,  will  doubtless  be  masonioally  and  amicably  ad- 
justed. The  second  is,  so  far  as  this  grand  jurisdiction  is  con- 
cerned, fully,  and  we  hope  finally,  settled.  The  doctrine  enun- 
ciated by  this  Grand  Lodge  on  this  subject  meets  with  the  hearty 
approval  of  most  of  those  writers  who  have  expressed  opinions  on 
the  Kubject.  It  is  simply  noticed  by  some  who  doubtless  had  not 
given  the  subject  much  consideration,  and  is  denounced  as  absurd 
by  only  a  few.  We  doubt  not  that  when  these  last  shall  have  given 
the  subject  the  same  careful  consideration  as  the  Alabama  committee 
did,  they  will  be  found,  however  unwilling  thereto,  giving  our  views 
hearty  approval. 

We  hope  our  work  will  please  and  now  present  it  to  you : 

ARKANSAS,  1886. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  met  in  annual  communication,  the 
forty-seventh,  on  the  23d  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1886,  with  M.  W. 
G.  M.  Bro.  T.  C.  Humphry  presiding.  An  emergent  communication 
for  the  burial  of  P.  G.  M  Bro.  L.  E.  Barber  was  held  on  15th  June 
preceding.  At  the  annual  communication  248  lodges  were  repre- 
9eDt^d.     M(i8onr^  in  this  jurisdiction  has  evidently  received  a  very 
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great  impalse  from  some  cause,  for  althongh  the  namerical  increase 
is  but  small,  yet  we  find  ten  dispensations  for  new  lodges  issued, 
and  at  this  communication  charters  were  granted  to  fifteen.  This 
would  imply  considerable  activity  and  the  result  will  be  apparent  in 
the  next  annual  report.  The  Grand  Master  and  the  D.  D.  G.  Master 
give  a  good  account  of  the  Graft.  Although  this  Grand  Lodge  has 
in  no  way  indicated  directly  its  opinion  of  the  powers  of  its  Grand 
Master,  yet  we  find  this  ofi^cer  reporting  dispensatioos  for  election 
and  installation  at  other  than  the  prescribed  time,  for  ''conferring 
more  than  one  degree  upon  candidates  the  same  day,*'  for  removing 
of  domicil,  &c.,  to  which  the  Grand  Lodge  made  no  objection.  We 
have  not  the  constitution  of  this  Grand  Lodge  within  reach,  and 
can  not  say  whether  this  is  an  exercise  of  granted  or  inherent  powers, 
but  we  incline  to  believe  the  latter. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  and  referred  to  proper  com- 
mittee: 

Resolved^  That  it  shall  be  a  masonic  offense  worthy  of  expulsion 
for  a  member  to  keep  a  saloon  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

The  adoption  was  recommended,  but  a  minority  reported  a  sub- 
stitute, which  was  adopted.     It  reads  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  subordinate 
lodges  to  initiate  any  man  whose  business  is  that  of  keeping  a  liquor 
saloon,  and  that  all  persons  who  are  now  Masons  and  may  be  en- 
gaged in  the  business  ''of  liquor  selling,"  except  for  medical  pur- 
poses, shall  be  admonished  by  his  lodge  to  cease  said  business,  and 
on  his  failure  to  do  so  may  be  disciplined  by  his  lodge,  and  that  this 
edict  be  enforced  from  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1888. 

This  is  but  another  effort  to  make  Masonry  a  part  of  the  temper- 
ance movement,  which  will  recoil  and  eventually  prove  useless. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Gee  was  elected  Grand  Master,  and  Bro.  Fay  Hemp- 
stead, Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

ARIZONA,  1886. 

There  was  held  on  9th  November,  1886,  the  fifth  annual  commu- 
nication of  this  Grand  Lodge,  with  G.  M.  Benjamin  Titus  presiding. 
Four  of  its  five  lodges  were  represented.  The  tabular  statement 
shows  a  gain  iu  membership  of  four  during  the  year,  less  than  one 
raised  by  each  lodge,  yet  there  were  ten  in  all  raised,  or  two  for  each 
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lodge.  There  were  19  affiliated,  yet  fifteen  withdrew,  three  were 
suspended  N.  P.  D.,  one  expelled,  and  six  died. 

The  Grand  Master,  however,  seems  to  entertain  blight  hopes  for 
the  futare,  and  with  peace  restored  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Terri- 
tory we  doubt  not  increased  prosperity  in  every  respect  will  result. 

The  Grand  Lodge  has  a  competent  amount  in  the  treasury,  while 
it  is  providing  for  a  solid  "Orphan's  Fund"  in  the  near  future. 

We  find  a  strong  disposition  evinced  to  change,  alter  and  amend 
the  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  This  disposition  is  not  singu- 
lar, for  the  same  seems  to  pervade  many  other  grand  jurisdictions. 

The  committee  to  whom  at  the  last  communication  were  referred 
the  Louisiana  resolutions,  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted: 

Your  Committee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  at  the  last  Communi- 
cation of  this  Grand  Lodge  were  referred  the  so-called  * 'Interna- 
tional Resolutions,"  emanating  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  given  the  matter,  as  a  whole,  that 
respectful  consideration  which  is  due  to  a  question  considered  of 
sufficient  importance  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  to  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  several  questions  covered  by  the 
resolutions,  and  conclude  that  an  international  or  inter-Grand  Lodge 
law,  or  set  of  rules,  is  impracticable,  ill-advised,  and  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  exclusive  Gr«ind  Lodge  sovereignty,  and,  theaefore,  we  do 
not  deem  it  wise  or  expedient  to  attempt  their  universal  adoption. 

Bro.  Zabriskie  again  made  an  excellent  address  upon  the  difficul- 
ties encountered  by  Truth  in  its  efforts  to  enlighten  mankind,  show- 
ing that  there  was  an  ** eternal  warfare  between  Truth  and  Error." 

After  showing  how  all  the  earlier  religions  of  the  world  combatted 
truth  and  grew  cruel  and  despotic,  and  all  became  intoxicated  with 
power  and  drunk  with  excess,  yet  all  retrograded  and  became  a 
prey  to  priestly  conuption,  until  they  sunk  into  comparative  obscu- 
rity and  contempt.     But  he  continues: 

Masonry  began  with  the  first  and  survives  them  all.  It  has  lived 
in  spite  of  opposition.  It  has  never  persecuted  or  proselyted.  It 
has  simply  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  its  way,  practicing  its  virtues, 
exerting  its  moral  influence  and  holding  itself  out  to  the  world  for 
simply  whut  it  is— a  model  example  worthy  of  acceptance  and  imita- 
tion. It  has  builded  an  altar  around  which  all  creeds  may  worship, 
and  has  established  a  refuge  to  which  all  the  oppressed  and  perse- 
cuted of  the  world  might  rally  for  protection.  It  has  ever  been  the 
center  of  attack  by  all  ecclesiasticism.  What  student  of  history  can 
fail  to  note  the  bitter,  vindictive  crusadep  of  vengeance  which  have 
been  hurled  against  this  ancient  Order  that  has  persistently  refused 
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to  Burrender  its  manhood  and  the  sacred  treasnres  of*  the  Masonic 
Arcana.  And  yet  there  are  Masonc  too  blind  to  see,  too  ignorant  to 
comprehend,  or  too  bigoted  to  concede,  this  most  glaring  and  pal- 
pable truth  of  history. 

Saoh  a  denial  from  a  Masonic  source  does  no  credit  to  the  under- 
standing or  devotion  of  its  author.  The  pages  of  history  recounting 
the  infernal  assaults  which  Masonry  has  been  compelled  to  resist, 
are  too  glaringly  prominent  to  be  overlooked  by  the  hone^  searcher 
after  truth.  It  ih  not  necessary  to  recur  to  an  antique  period.  The 
slaughter  of  the  Knights  Templar  and  the  treacherous  mnrdoj  of 
De  Mulay  are  modern,  but  more  modern  and  phenomenal  still  is  the 
buU  of  Leo  Xni. 

"Truth  crushed  to  earth  shall  rise  again.'* 

Bro.  Martin  William  Kales,  Grand  Master. 
Bro.  George  J.  Roskrnge,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence,  or  rather  only  an  apology 
for  one. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  1887. 

The  sixteenth  annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  1887,  Bro.  Wm.  Dalby  being  Grand 
Master. 

The  following  extract  from  the  address  will  give  you  a  fair  estimate 
of  the  state  of  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction: 

The  general  prosperity  of  the  Order,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  has  been 
very  good  during  this  year;  in  fact  I  think  that  it  is  one  of  the  best 
years  we  have  ever  had.  The  receipts  have  been  nearly  doubled, 
and  the  membership  has  been  very  largely  increased;  the  Order  was 
never  more  prosperous  in  this  Province.  The  lodges,  I  believe, 
have  been  very  careful  whom  they  admitted  and  have  not  debarred 
good  material  through  any  little  jealousy  or  spite.  When  any  one 
whom  they  thought  wished  to  join  the  Order  for  selfish  purposes  or 
was  not  of  the  material  they  thought  desirable,  they  had  sufficient 
manhood  to  say,  by  casting  the  black  ball,  you  are  not  good  enough 
to  be  one  of  us,  we  want  none  but  men  of  good  social  and  moral 
character.  While  it  is  desirable  that  we  should  have  as  many  mem- 
bers as  possible,  I  have  always  believed  in  the  old  axiom  that  it  is 
better  to  have  good  men  rejected  than  to  have  one  bad  man  elected, 
as  we  have  known  by  experience  that  a  troublesome  man  will  cause 
so  much  dissension  in  a  lodge  in  one  ni^ht  that  it  will  take  months 
to  replace  the  good  feeling  and  unity  of  purpose  which  should  at  all 
times  exist.  Then,  brethren,  ^hile  we  congratulate  ourselves  on 
the  general  prosperity  of  the  Craft  under  our  jurisdiction,  and  know 
it  has  been  prosperous,  let  us  not  relax  our  vigilance  or  perseverance, 
but  push  forward  the  good  work;  be  one  united  whole  in  doing  what 
we  may  think  is  for  the  general  prosperity  of  the  Order,  and  be  ever 
ready  and  willing  to  extend  that  fraternal  greeting  to  those  who  have 
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the  great  honor  of  calling  as  brothers.  Peace  and  Harmony  haye,  I 
am  pleased  to  say,  reigned  sapreme  among  the  brethren  daring  the 
past  year  and  I  cannot  do  otherwise  than  thank  the  Great  Architect 
of  the  Uni verse  for  His  care  over  as  all,  that  through  his  gnidanoe 
we  have  completed  a  sacoessfnl,  prosperous,  and  happy  year. 

The  main  business  before  the  Grand  Lodge  was  the  adoption  of  a 
revised  constitution.  This  avoids  the  use  of  a  board  of  general  pur- 
poses and  works  through  committees  as  we  do. 

Alexander  R.  Milne,  Victoria,  Grand  Master. 

Edward  C.  Neufelder,  Victoria,  Grand  Secretary. 

CALIFORNIA,  1886. 

The  thirty-seventh  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State,  was  held  on  the  12th  day  of  October,  1886.  Bro.  Wiley 
James  Tinnin,  Grand  Master  presiding.  Within  this  jurisdiction  are 
14,141  afi&liated  masons,  this  being  a  gain  of  177  over  the  reports  of 
the  preceding  year.  In  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  we  find  the 
expression  of  a  thought  that  has  frequently  pressed  itself  upon  our 
attention,  and  by  him*  expressed  in  the  following  language  :* 

A  careful  investigation  of  the  matter  of  trials,  and  other  proceed- 
ings connected  therewith,  has  convinced  me  that  we  are  rapidly 
departing  from  the  ancient  usages  and  customs  of  the  Graft,  and 
that  we  are  drifting  into  the  customs  of  the  criminal  courts,  where 
paid  attorneys,  stays  of  proceedings,  and  legal  quibbles  and  demur- 
rers are  the  rules  of  practice.  We  want  justice  plainly  administered, 
not  legal  technicalities  and  delays. 

The  mechanical  mind  and  Master  Workman  who  is  by  the  vote  of 
his  lodge  elected  a  commissioner  to  try  one  of  his  brethern  for  an 
offense  against  our  laws,  sits  there  in  a  different  position  from  a 
juror  summoned  in  one  of  our  criminal  courts  to  try  a  criminal  for 
an  offense  against  the  State  laws.  The  commissioner  is  not  inclined 
to  deal  harshly  and  unjustly  with  the  defendant,  for  there  are  sym- 
pathies and  obligations  between  him  and  his  defendant  thtft  do  not 
exist  with  the  juror  and  his  defendant.  Then  why  should  the  com- 
missioner, his  judj^ment  and  his  verdict,  be  subject  to  the  same  pro- 
cedure as  the  juror  and  his  verdict  in  our  State  courts  ? 

It  is  plain  to  the  practical  mind  that  the  procedures  in  our  criminal 
courts  under  the  State  can  only  be  conducted  by  learned  judges  and 
attorneys  who  are  experts  in  those  procedures,  and  who  among 
themseles  invariably  differ  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  law.  Then 
why  should  those  who  are  known  not  to  be  legal  expeits  be  held  to 
strict  accountability  in  matters  which  they  do  not  understand?  As 
our  laws  impose  upon  the  Master  Workman  the  duty  of  sitting  and 
determining  in  his  judgment  the  kind  and  extent  of  the  offeuse  of 
his  Brother  Workman,  let  us  not  surround  him  with  strict  forms  and 
ceremonies,  such  that  his  honest  and  just  decision  may  be  set  aside 
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and  the  criminal  go  unpunished  for  the  want  of  technical  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  commissioner. 

This  expression  of  opinion  resulted  from  the  dismissal  by  a  master 
of  a  lodge  of  a  case  on  demurrer.  Good  old  fashioned  common 
sense,  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  a  feeling  of  honest  charity, 
is  all  that  is  needed  in  such  cases. 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  and  admirable  portion  of  this  pamphlet 
are  the  reports  of  the  various  ''Boards  of  Relief,**  under  the  guidance 
and  control  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Just  such  a  system  established  in 
every  jurisdiction  would  not  only  relieve  much  distress  but  greatly 
diminisli  the  number  of  frauds  and  "  dead  beats.*' 

Bro.  Edmund  C.  Atkinson,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Alexander  G.  Abell.  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  presented  by  Bro.  James 
Wright  Anderson,  of  120  pages  in  length.  Alabama  for  1885  is  among 
the  proceedings  noticed.     From  it  we  dipt  the  following  : 

Quite  a  long  and  carefully  prepared  report  was  presented  by  the 
Committee  on  Jurisprudeuce  relative  to  the  powers  of  the  Grand 
Master.  'The  committee  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  Grand 
Master  possesses  and  may  exercise  powers  and  prerogatives  not  ex- 
pressly given  by  the  constitution  We  respectfully  dissent  from  such 
a  conclusion.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  California  nas  put  itself  upon 
the  record  upon  this  important  matter,  and  believes  that  the  Grand 
Master,  like  all  other  Masons,  is  to  be  governed  by  its  Organic  Law. 

The  Keport  on  Correspondence  was  again  presented  by  Bro.  Tal- 
MSB  Job  PnjiANS.  It  is  an  admirable  one.  California  for  1884, 
receives  pleasant  and  fraternal  notice.  Bro.  Fillans  is  a  strong 
advocate  for  the  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  no  doubt 
rejoices  in  the  fact  that  he,  mainly,  has  been  instrumental  in  causing 
the  brethern  of  his  Grand  Lodge  to  endorse  a  dogma  that  is  rapidly 
growing  into  disfavor  among  Masons  everywhere. 

And  only  to  say  that  we  never  rejoice  in  the  perpetration  of  an 
error  knowing  it  to  be  such.  The  committee  that  made  the  report 
had  reference  only  to  the  constitution  of  Alabama.  That  instrument, 
in  prescribing  the  right  and  powers  of  its  Grand  Master,  requires 
that  he  shall  rule  the  Craft  in  accordance  with  the  usage  and  land 
marks  of  the  order.  The  committee  arrive,  after  very  careful  investi- 
gation, at  the  conclusion  that  there  are  certain  powers  belonging  to 
a  Grand  Master  conferred  by  this  clause  not  otherwise  attended  to 
or  circumscribed  in  the  constitution,  that  the  Grand  Master  may 
exercise  in  his  discretion.  The  report  expressly  declares  that  if  any 
of  these  powers  (such  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  '  old  regulations  *) 
are  either  "  expressly  or  by  necessary  implication  prohibited  by  the 
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written  coDstitation/*  be  caoDot  exercise  them.  None  of  the  oppo- 
nents to  this  report  have  done  aught  than  sneer  at  the  positions 
taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama.  And,  although  the  report, 
though  lengthy,  is  purely  argumentative,  it  is  met  by  its  opponeuts 
with  the  slur,  that  the  Grand  Master  would  then  be  **a  greater  man 
than  Grant,"  or  like  expressions,  but  give  no  reasons — present  no 
arguments  to  show  thut  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama,  is  in  error, 
save  their  individual  opinions.  When  the  various  constitutions  of 
Grand  Lodges  shall  fully  prescribe  the  duties  and  powers  of  Grand 
Masters,  this  view  of  **  prerogative"  may  be  relegated  to  the  shades, 
as  Bro.  Aoderson  thinks,  but  not  before. 

Grand  Masters  are  creatures  of  the  constitution,  and  should  claim 
no  rights  beyond  those  delegated  to  them  in  the  fundamental  law  ;  all 
other  powers  are  reserved  to  the  fiody  which  made  them  Grand 
Masters. 

The  above  from  the  report  under  Maine  we  fully  concur  in,  and  so 
does  the  Alabama  Committee.  It  never  claimed  for  the  Grand 
Master  other  powers  than  those  granted  to  him  by  the  constitution. 
We  have  not  the  constitution  of  California  within  reach,  so  cannot 
say  whether  the  act  of  granting  a  dispensation  by  the  Grand  Master 
of  that  State,  for  '*  conferring  the  degrees  of  Masonry  on  an  appli- 
cant without  reference  of  his  petition  to  a  committee,  "  is  provided 
for  by  that  instrument  or  is  only  so  by  implication.  The  committee 
on  theaddrc88,however,  report  in  reference  to  this  and  other  matters 
before  them  are  all  matters  vested  in  the  discretion  of  the  Grand 
Master  by  the  constitution  ;  they  have  only  to  report  that  his  action 
has,  in  all  respects,  been  io  consonance  with  our  law. 

It  then  appears  that  even  in  California,  where  all  these  small 
matters  have  been  "relegated  to  the  shades,  "  much,  very  much,  is 
still  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Grand  Master,  either  by  the  con- 
stitution or  decrees  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  for  at  least  they  **  have  in 
all  respects  been  consonant  with  our  law."  Will  Bro.  Anderson 
quote  for  our  edification  the  clause  of  the  constitution  granting  this 
power. 

Bro.  Anderson  doubts  if  Masonry  originated  with  Solomon,  and 
hoots  at  the  idea  of  its  existence  "when  the  stars  first  sang  together,*' 
yet  he  says  that  "based  upon  the  rock  of  eternal  truth,  it  has 
withstood  the  floods,  and  the  rains  and  the  winds  of  bigotry  and 
jealousy  and  wrong.'* 

He  thinks  that  Grand  Lodges  should  be  purely  representative, 
and  fears  that  in  some  the    Past  Masters    are    becoming  too  nu- 
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meroiiB.     He  thinks  this  shoald  be  corrected,  leet  it  ultimately  in- 
trodnce  discord  and  contention. 
There  is  very  much  very  good  in  the  report,  bnt  we  most  desist 

COLORADO,  1886. 

The  twenty-sixth  annual  commnnication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  1886,  with  George  Wyman,  Grand 
Master,  in  the  East.  There  are  3,919  memberri  reported,  being  an 
increase  of  161  over  the  number  for  1885. 

The  finances  are  in  a  most  healthy  condition. 

The  following  was  introduced  and  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
who  reported  unfavorably,  but  the  resolution  became  a  by-law  by 
a  two-thirds  vote: 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  subordinate  lodge, 
working  in  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  to  receive  the  pe- 
tition or  confer  any  of  the  degrees  upon  a  man  engaged  in  the  liquor 
business,  or  to  allow  a  brother  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  to  be- 
come a  member  by  affiliation. 

Applications  for  recognition  having  been  received  from — 
Grand  Lodge  of  Porto  Rico, 
Gran  Logia  Unida  Mexicana, 
Grand  Lodge  of  Lower  California, 

Grand  Lodge  Federal  District  (United  States  of  Mexico), 
And  the  committee  on  coirespondence  thereto  made  the  following 
report: 

To  the  Grand  Lodge: 

Since  concluding  our  report  on  Foreign  Correspondence  for  1886, 
we  have  received  the  hereto  appended  communications  from  foreign 
grand  bodies,  asking  for  exchange  of  Representatives  and  fraternal 
reciprocity .  Firmly  believing  that  an  exchange  of  HepreMntatiTes 
between  Grand  Lodges  is  desirable,  we  still  feel  that  we  should 
"make  haste  slowly"  in  extending  recognition  to  Grand  Lodges  of 
whom  we  are  in  possession  of  the  most  limited  information  regard- 
ing the  subordinate  lodges,  the  representatives  of  which  formed  the 
said  Grand  Lodges. 

We  therefore  present  the  several  documents  and  recommend  that 
recognition  be  withheld  until  further  evidence  of  their  legality  be 
furnished  this  Grand  Lodge. 

The  committee  on  the  Louisiana  international  resolutions  recom- 
mend that  no  action  be  taken. 
The  preliminary  movement  toward  the  establishment  of  life  mem- 


1887.1  APPENDIX.  11 

berehip  was  taken  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  jarisprudence. 

Bro.  Albert  H.  Branch,  Grand  Miister. 

Bro  Ed.  C.  Parmelee,  Grand  Secretary. 

M.  W.  Bro.  J.  H.  Peabody,  P.  G.  M.,  presented  the  report  on  cor- 
respondence, reviewing  therein  Alabama  for  1885.  We  thank  the 
Brother  for  so  promptly  making  due  explanation  for  his  predecessor 
to  relieve  oar  scnsitivt-ness,  and  we  assure  him  that  we  entertained 
no  malice,  but  we  have  had  so  often  to  bear  similar  taunts  that  we 
thought  to  show  their  uumasonic  tendency— that  is  all. 

He  quotes  the  conclusion  ot  our  report  on  the  ^'Powers  of  Grand 
Master,"  but  without  comment.  Upon  referring  to  the  constitution 
of  Colorado,  however,  we  find  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Grand 
Master  almost  identical  with  those  of  Alabama,  for  he  '*shall  have 
and  enjoy  all  the  powers  "and  prerogatives  conferred  by  the  ancient 
constitutions  and  the  usages  and  landmarks  of  Freemasonry."  This 
clause  fully  recognizes  that  there  are  powers  and  prerogatives  not 
provided  for  by  the  instrument,  but  which  were  known  and  exer- 
cised before  constitutions  existed. 

CONNECTICUT,  188T. 

The  ninety-ninth  annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  19th  January,  1887,  with  Grand  Master  Henry  H.  Green 
presiding.  The  growth  of  the  order  is  sufficiently  satisfHotory.  The 
number  of  affiliated  Masons  within  the  jurisdiction  is  15,029,  being 
151  more  than  previously  reported. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  relates  entirely  to  local  matters, 
yet  there  is  mention  of  one  thing  which  may  produce  discord  in  that 
branch  of  our  family.  He  reported  a  lodge  as  dif^regarding  the  de- 
cree of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  giving  the  D.  G. 
in  the  M.  M.  degree.  The  committee  to  whom  this  portion  of  the 
address  was  referred  reported  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted,  de- 
posing from  their  respective  offices  the  S.  W.  acting  Master,  J.  W. 
and  Treasurer  for  contumely,  and  requiring  the  Grand  Master  to 
order  an  election  to  fill  the  vacancies  so  caused. 

On  the  heels  of  this  action  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following: 

Whekeas,  There  are  many  differences  of  opinion  among  Master 
Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  concerning  the  method  of  giving  the 
D.  G.  &  8.  of  a  M.  M. 

Besolvtd,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  take  testi- 
mony, hear  witnesses,  and  report  to  the  next  Grand  Lodge. 
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Iq  the  meantime,  however,  as  we  learn  from  a  pamphlet  received 
by  as  on  20th  April,  1887,  nn  emergent  commnnlcation  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  wa8  held  for  the  trial  of  the  aforementioned  several  officers, 
together  with  the  W.  M.  and  Secretary,  for  failing  to  obey  the  edict  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  and  contumaciously  refusing  to  hold  the  election  or- 
dered. So,  upon  trial  at  this  emergent  communication,  the  charter 
of  tbe  lodge  was  revoked  and  all  Masonic  intercourse  forbidden  with 
its  members,  and  the  Master,  Wardens,  Treasurer  and  Secretary 
were  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privilegefl  of  Masonry. 

The  Lodge  and  its  members  claimed  that  the  D.  G.  was  one  of  the 
landmarks,  and  as  such  "that  it  is  not  within  the  power  of  any  man 
or  set  of  men  to  change  the  aucient  landmarks  of  the  Order.'*  Tbe 
Grand  Lodge  required  obedience  to  its  edicts.  This  was  the  first 
lodge  in  Connecticut,  and  the  work  which  it  had  was  the  "form  of 
work  promulgated  by  pioneers  of  work  in  America,  handed  down 
from  generation  to  generation,  and  sanctioned  by  many  years  of  use, 
not  only  in  the  blue  lodge,  but  in  the  Grand  Lodge  itself."  We  sup- 
pose that  no  Mason  exists  who  does  not  regret  this  contest  and  feel 
deep  apprehension  for  the  result. 

Brother  Henry  H.  Green  remains  Graud  Master. 

bro.  Joseph  K.  Wheeler,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  Alabama 
for  1885.  He  endorses  the  position  of  our  Grand  Lodge  on  the 
Powers  of  our  Grand  Master. 

The  Delaware  correspondent  in  noticing  that  the  Grand  Master  of 
Pennsylvania  had  made  a  Mason  at  sight,  and  he  a  youth  under  age, 
and  commenting  somewhat  severely,  brings  out  the  following  from 
Bro   Wheeler: 

On  these  questions  there  are  mauy  views,  and  the  only  argument 
in  their  favor,  is,  that  the  custom  has  prevailed  for  many  years,  and 
is  governed  by  the  regulations  of  each  jurisdiction.  The  term  "law- 
ful age"  has  never  been  exactly  defined,  when  applied  to  Masonry, 
and  the  language,  no  doubt,  is  intended  to  mean  a  "mature  age." 
In  some  countries  eighteen  years  only  are  required,  and  so  from 
that  to  twenty-five.  The  regulations  of  England  and  France,  while 
recognizing  twenty  one  as  the  lawful  standard,  are  sometimes  con- 
trolled by  a  traditional  custom,  that  allows  the  making  of  a  Mason 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  under  certain  circumstances,  and  by  special 
dispensation.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  Washington  was  made  a 
Mason  when  under  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  general  view  in 
this  country,  is,  that  the  person  should  be  twenty-one  years  old,  yet 
a  few  jurisdictions  hold  that  this,  even,  may  be  dispensed  with  by 
dispensation  from  the  Grand  Master. 
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Bro.  Wheeler  quotes  from  Bro.  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  of  Minnesota,  a 
veteran  in  Masoory,  and  comments  as  follows: 

In  addition  to  the  recognized  names  most  of  the  States. in  the 
Union  have  other  designations,  as,  for  instance,  Connecticnt,  the 
Nntmeg  State,  etc.  Brother  Dodge,  nnder  the  head  of  Connecticnt, 
says  ot  Arkansas  that,  "our  right  name  is  the  'Crystal  State.'*'  We 
have  frequently  heard,  and  have  seen  it  in  print,  *'Bear  State*'  as 
applied  to  Arkansas,  which  appears  to  he  all  wrong.  Brother  Dodge 
is  authority;  let  it  he  recorded,  Arkansas  is  the  **Crystal  State." 

If  Brother  Pierson  will  refer  to  any  encyclopedia  he  will  learn  that 
the  name  Arkansas  is  derived  from  the  Indian  name  Kansas,  signify- 
ing smoky  uoaters,  with  the  French  prefix  ''arc,*'  or  *-ark,"  signifying 
a  bow.  Now  we  confess  our  inability  to  discover  in  "smoky  waters  * 
anything  akin  to  "crystal."  We  think  it  must  refer  to  a  later  and 
more  aesthetic  condition,  and  possibly  something  produced  by  the 
process  of  distillation.  It  is  said  to  be  very  clear  and  crystalline 
when  it  comes  from  the  still.  It  must  be  throngh  the  process  of 
aesthetic  philosophy  that  Brother  Dodge  has  reached  his  conclusions, 
and  we  would  like  an  explanation. 

We  well  recollect  a  conversation  upon  the  derivation  of  Arkansas 
with  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  in  Athens,  Tenn.,  in  1838.  The  General 
was  fond  of  making  out  the  derivations  of  words  and  very  positive 
in  his  declaration  of  them.  He  brooked  no  opposition.  At  dinner 
the  conversation  between  two  of  us  at  the  table  turning  upon  the 
derivation  of  Arkansas  and  its  proper  pronunciation,  being  overheard 
by  the  General,  he  at  once  rejected  those  that  had  been  given  and 
said  that  the  name  was  the  consequence  of  a  trading  fort  built  on 
the  river  within  a  bend  of  the  river,  which  could  be  readily  defended 
against  attack — the  river  being  almost  around  it,  and  requiring  but  a 
small  amount  of  work  to  fortify  overland.  This  trading  post  being 
so  located  was  spoken  of  as  being  are  en  ga,  or  within  the  bend,  the 
river  was  soon  spoken  of  as  the  river  "arc  en  c>a,"  and  this  gave  the 
name  to  the  State,  which  account*:  for  the  milk  in  the  cocoanut. 

COLON  I  ISLA  DE  CUBA,  84-85-86-87. 

This  Grand  Lodgd  holds  quarterly  communications,  but  its  twenty- 
ninth  annual  session  was  held  on  the  27  March,  1887,  under  the 
supervision  of  M.  W.  Bro.  Antonio  Govin,  Grand  Master,  who  tells  us 
in  his  address  that  this  Grand  Lodge  commenced  its  career  ip  Decem- 
ber, 1859,  with  three  subordinates,  and  that  at  this  communication 
fifty-three  lodges  were  represented. 

During  the  year  two  new  lodges  were  chartered  and  one  granted  a 
dispensation. 


14  APPENDIX,  [1887. 

There  are  1,932  active  brethren  reported,  and  258  were  raised 
daring  the  year.  Yet  we  also  find  that  those  who  retired  numbered 
468.     At  this  rate  the  nambers  will  rapidly  diminish. 

The  pamphlet  contains  the  proceedings  for  1884,  85-86-87. 

Bro.  Antonio  Qovin,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Jose  F.  Pellon,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  committee  on  foreign  relations  made  a  report,  including  our 
proceedings  for  1885.  Grand  Master  Bankhead's  address  is  noticed 
as  an  "interesting  message  by  which  he  demonstrates  that  the  dele- 
gates had  not  faithfully  attended  to  their  business,**  but  used  the 
Grand  Lodge  to  pay  their  expenses  while  they  enjoyed  themselves 
in  the  city,  **  leaving  all  the  work  to  the  Grand  Master,'*  &c. 

DAKOTA,  1886. 

The  thirteenth  annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  14th  dny  of  June,  1887,  Grand  Master  William  Blatt, 
presiding.  There  appears  to  have  been  "a  very  healthy  g^wth  of 
all  the  lodges  represented,"  say  the  committee,  and  the  tabular  state- 
ment shows  an  increase  of  more  than  four  hundred,  the  entire 
membership  now  being  3,594. 

The  Grand  Master  refused  a  dispensation  for  a  parade  on  memo- 
rial day  to  assist  in  the  ceremonies,  because  when  a  public  ceremonial 
is  conducted  by  and  under  the  exclusive  control  of  any  but  a  Masonic 
body,  I  deem  it  *wrong  for  a  lodge  to  participate. 

We  entirely  agree  with  him  in  his  decisions,  yet  Alabama  has 
declared  that  a  Lodge  shall  not  bury  an  unaffiliated  deceased  Bro. 

Five  lodges  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

This  Grand  Lodge  is  also  greatly  exercised  over  the  ardent  spirits 
movement,  and  wishes  to  dnlist  under  the  prohibition  banners. 
Hence  the  following  reported  by  the  committee  on  jurisprudence 
was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  no  person  who  is  engaged  in  the  business  of  keeping 
a  saloon  or  is  engaged  in  the  business  of  retailing  intoxicating  liqaors 
to  be  used  as  a  beverage  shall  be  initiated  into  any  particnlar  lod^e 
in  this  jurisdiction,  nor  shall  any  brother  Mason  who  is  engaged  m 
such  business  be  received  in  any  lodge  as  a  member  by  affiliation. 

Bro.  Henry  M.  Wheeler,  was  elected  Grand  Master. 
Bro.  Charles  T.  McCoy,  Grand  Secretary. 
There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 
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DELAWAKE,  1886. 

The  eightieth  annual  oommanioation  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  6th  day  of  October,  1886,  Grand  Master  Thomas  Davi- 
son, presiding. 

The  condition  of  the  Graft  is  very  p;ood,  there  being  1506  members 
reported — thirty-six  more  than  at  last  report. 

The  Grand  Master  deplores  the  variety  exhibited  in  the  work  by 
the  various  lodges  and  urges  some  plan  be  devised  to  secure  unifor- 
mity or  greater  uniformity.  The  result  of  this  recommendation  was 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  work  who  should  hereafter  be 
the  authorized  custodians  of  the  work. 

The  use  of  a  cypher  for  the  work  must  be  common  in  this  juris- 
diction, for  we  find  the  following  resolution  adopted  at  this  session  : 

Resolved,  That  the  use  of  cypher  or  other  written  secret  work  in 
this  jurisdiction  is  a  masonic  offence,  punishable  by  suspension  or 
expulsion,  and  that  the  Grand  Master  is  hereby  directed  to  enforce 
this  resolution. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  this  Grand  Lodge  opposed  to  violent  decla- 
mations in  reference  to  the  difficulty  between  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
Quebec  and  England. 

George  W.  Marshall,  Grand  Master. 

William  S.  Hays,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  Thomas  N.  Williams  presented  a  very  brief  notice  of  the 
contents  of  proceedings  received  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Foreign  correspondence.     From  his  conclusion  we  copy  as  follows  : 

We  are  gratified  to  see  among  our  brethren  of  the  reportorial  corps, 
evidences  of  enlarged  views,  liberal  idean,  and  of  that  charity  which 
becomes  a  Mason  more  than  loud  sounding  words  or  osientcUious  learn- 
ing. We  fear  that  some  of  onr  brethren,  (if  we  judge  from  their 
lengthy  reports,)  desire  to  be  heard  for  their  much  speaking.  There  is 
much  that  oftentimes  appears  in  these  reports  that  might  very  prop- 
erly be  omitted.  A  report,  in  our  opinion,  should  be  as  condensed 
as  possible,  incorporating  only  such  things  therein  as  are  of  interest 
to  the  Graft  generally. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.  1886. 

At  the  semi-annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on 
May  12th,  1886,  we  find  that  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Oaxaca,  Jalisca, 
Vicente  Guerrero  and  of  Lower  California  were  recognized,  greeted, 
and  an  exchange  of  Representatives  invited.  That  of  the  Federal 
Pistriot  of  Mexico  had  been  recognized  preyiously. 
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The  annual  communication  was  held  on  10th  November,  1886,  with 
Bro.  Jose  M.  Yznaga,  B.  W.  D.  Grand  Master,  as  Grand  Master,  be- 
caase  of  the  sadden  illness  of  M.  W.  Grand  Master  Thomas  P.  Chif- 
felle.  The  Grand  Secretary,  however,  being  in  possession  of  his 
address,  read  it  to  tho  Grand  Lodge.  It  treats  of  matters  of  interest 
to  that  jurisdiction  only. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  a  resolution  of  sympathy  and  condo- 
lence with  Grand  Master  Ghiffelle. 

Bro.  Jose  M.  Yznaga  was  made  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Wm.  R  Singleton,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  including  in  his 
review  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1885.  For  the  edification  of 
our  brethren  we  copy  what  he  says  about  our  report  on  the  powers 
of  our  Grand  Master: 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  made  a  very  lengthy 
and  able  report  on  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master,  much  too  lengthy 
to  be  copied  entire,  which  it  should  be  to  be  understood  and  appre- 
ciated. 

We  do  not  concur  in  the  premises  laid  down,  that  "Masonic  sov- 
ereignty was  vested  in  the  general  body  of  Masons  and  its  Grand 
Master  long  before  any  Masonic  body  adopted  a  constitution.  Nei- 
ther Masonry  nor  the  office  of  the  Grand  Master  is  the  creature  of 
any  written  constitution.  Each  existed  centuries  before  any  such 
instrument  was  ever  dreamed  of.  It  is  our  proud  boast  that  the 
origin  of  Freemasonry  is  to  be  found  in  the  early  history  of  man,  and 
we  know  not  of  an  existence  when  it  did  not  have  a  Grand  Master  to 
govern  and  control  it  and  its  members.  The  history  of  one  is  the 
history  of  the  other,  and  the  existence  of  one  is  the  existence  of  the 
other." 

We  challenge  the  proofs  for  such  a  boast,  as  it  is  only  a  boast, 
there  being  not  one  scintilla  of  evidence  to  prove  such  bold  and  bare- 
faced assertions. 

The  careful  examinations  which  have  been  made  by  Hugan,  Wood- 
ford, and  Freke  Gould  in  England,  and  by  D.  Murray  Lyon  in  Scot- 
land, have  failed  to  discover  one  particle  of  evidence  to  prove  the 
above.  Not  a  Grand  Master  ever  existed  in  England  prior  to  1717, 
or  in  Scotland  before  Saint  Clair,  about  1600.  All  the  pretended  his- 
tories (*f  Anderson,  and  Oliver,  who  followed  him,  with  Dr.  Mackey 
and  other  American  writers,  have  been  blown  to  the  four  winds  of 
heaven  by  the  researches  of  the  above-named  careful  antiquarians. 

In  regard  to  the  prerogatives  of  a  Grand  Master,  the  constitutions 
are  very  clear  in  defining  them,  and  the  above-mentioned  committee, 
as  far  as  they  could,  have  defined  them;  but  when  we  come  to  say 
what  are  landmarks  we  are  very  much  amused,  for  we  doubt  not  that 
if  that  very  committee  of  four  distinguished  Masons  who  wrote  the 
report,  and  all  the  distinguished  Masons  who  voted  in  Grand  Lodge 
to  adopt  the  report,  were  to  be  separately  questioned  upon  the  land- 
marks and  asked  to  define  them,  there  would  be  as  many  opinions  as 
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therA  are  indiyidnals,  for  it  is  well  known  by  every  searcher  after 
the  truth,  quoad  hoc,  that  the  more  he  searched  for  it  the  further  he 
got  from  it,  and  the  more  writers  he  consulted  the  less  he  knew  and 
the  more  confused  he  would  become  on  the  landmarks  as  to  their 
numbers  and  what  they  were.  The  recent  magnificent  history  of 
Masonry,  of  six  quarto  volumes,  by  R.  F.  Gould,  perhaps  is  the  onl^ 
truthful  history  of  Masonry  ever  written. 

We  have  naught  to  say  about  these  vievs,  save  that  the  report  of 
the  Alabama  committee  distinctly  avers  that  it  has  reference  to  the 
coDstitntion  of  that  State  only,  and  not  to  others  -  and  further,  that 
in  1721  there  was  published  sundry  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Graft,  styled  the  "Old  Regulations,"  purporting  to  be  a  compilation 
of  such  rules  as  were  known  and  recognizrd  for  a  very  long  time 
previously,  and  that  in  these  we  hear  of  a  Grand  Master  and  his  dis- 
pensing power.  It  is  true  that  the  further  we  travel  from  an  object 
the  more  indistinct  it  becomes,  until  at  last  it  is  un distinguishable. 
Hence,  we  now  learn  that  Shakspeare  did  not  write  Shakspeare,  but 
that  somebody  else  did,  and  ere  long  it  will  be  denied  that  Shakspeare 
lived  at  all. 

FLORIDA,  1887. 

The  fifty-eighth  annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  18th  day  of  January,  1887,  Bro.  George  8.  Hallmark,  Grand 
Master,  presiding.  The  condition  of  the  Graft  has  considerably  im- 
proved, and  the  signs  now  are  that  the  period  of  greatest  depression 
has  passed.    There  are  2686  affiliated  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction. 

Various  dispensations  were  granted  by  the  Grand  Master  for  con- 
ferring degrees  out  of  time,  &o.  Of  Masonry,  the  Grand  Master, 
among  other  things,  says : 

Another  fact;  it  is  a  great  law  in  nature  that  the  mightiest  forces 
in  her  realm  operate  silently  and  unseen.  The  stupendous  power 
of  gravitation  that  moves  all  worlds  and  holds  the  Universe  in  its 
grasp,  operates  so  silently  and  obscurely,  that  its  very  existence  is 
often  unexpected,  except  by  those  who  comprehend  the  mighty  mys- 
tery. So  Masonry  has  gone  on  from  age  to  age,  performing  her  own 
silent  mission  of  good  to  the  world,  often  unseen  and  unrecognized, 
only  by  those  who  have  felt  the  genial  influence  of  her  secret  power. 
If  her  record  is  to  be  blazoned  in  glowing  statistics,  or  proclaimed 
with  Pharasaic  pretensions  at  the  street  corners  with  sounding  trum- 
pets, then  she  modestly  declines  the  unworthy  test,  but  if  the  silent 
inscriptions,  written  in  a  true  and  faithful  heart,  a  genuine  and 
manly  character,  and  a  life  whose  aims  were  nurtured  in  a  school  of 
truth  and  the  teachings  of  virtue,  if  these  are  the  criterions  of  her 
judgment,  then  may  she  proudly  hold  up  her  head,  and  with  the 
noble  Roman  matron  with  her  children  around  her,  exclaim  in  the 
Uo9  of  her  enemies,  **The8e  are  my  jewels.'*    But  to  complete  the 
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answer  to  the  qnestion.  What  good  does  Masonry  do?  We  tarn 
now,  to  another  great  object  which  Masonry  proposes.  This  is  em- 
braced in  its  own  formula,  Brotherly  Love,  Belief  and  Truth,  or  in 
the  Kcriptnre  phrase,  **Faith,  Hope  and  Charity."  Faith  in  Grod, 
Hope  in  Immortality,  Charity  to  All  Men."  Nobler,  worthier  motives 
than  these,  no  man  can  entertain,  no  creed  can  expound.  Bat  does 
Masonry  carry  them  out  ?  We  can  only  reply,  that  they  are  certainly 
her  vital  principles  and  the  practice  of  them  is  her  highest  object 
There  are  uutrue  men  everywhere.  "Traitors  in  every  camp.  Black 
sheep  in  every  flock.  Foul  birds  in  every  nest.  Hypocrites  in  every 
church."  So  in  every  lodge  there  may  be  deceivers,  untruo  to  their 
fraternal  ties  and  faithless  to  their  obligations,  bat  these  are  not  the 
exponents  of  any  cause. 

Past  Grand  Master's  jewels  were  presented  to  Past  Grand  Masters 
Perry  and  Dawkins. 

There  was  a  fine  oration  on  the  objects  and  principles  of  Masonry 
by  Kev.  Bro.  R.  H.  Weller,  D.D. 

Bro.  Geo.  S.  Hallmark,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Dawkins,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

GEORGIA,  1886. 

The  annual  communication  was  held  on  26th  October,  1886,  Grand 
Master  John  S.  Davidson  presiding.  The  condition  of  the  Craft  is 
one  of  activity,  a  great  many  seem  to  seek  admission,  bat  also  a  great 
many  dimit.     Why  so? 

The  Grand  Master  issued  his  dispensation  on  various  subjects, 
viz.,  for  conferring  degrees  out  of  time,  for  election  of  officer6  out  of 
time,  for  installations  corner  stones,  &c.  He  also  granted  dispensa- 
tions for  six  new  lodges,  and  charters  were  granted  at  this  commu- 
nication. 

Of  the  condition  of  the  Craft,  we  jgive  the  words  of  the  Grand 
Master: 

The  Craft  within  the  jurisdiction  has  been  prosperous  during  the 
past  year.  In  many  places  large  and  valuable  accessions  have  been 
made,  the  drone  and  discordant  have  been  removed,  the  tresUe  board 
has  received  the  watchful  care  of  well  governed  workmen,  and  about 
the  Altar  renewed  vows  have  given  evidence  of  more  constant  devo- 
tion to  the  great  purposes  of  oar  organization,  whose  mission  leads 
it  to  illustrate  in  almost  every  department  of  life,  the  practices  of 
the  good  Samaritan.  As  one  of  the  many  gratifying  evidences  of  the 
present  prosperous  condition  of  the  membership,  it  is  shown  by  the 
report  of  the  committee  upon  Relief,  made  to  the  session  of  1885, 
that  but  one  case  requiring  attention  was  reported,  and  in  that  case 
the  committee  found  no  necessity  for  action.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  such  condition  of  aSairs  is  due  largely  to  the  care,  wiadom  and 
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discretiou  of  the  Masters  of  the  subordinate  lodges,  whose  supervis- 
ion of  the  Graft  is  thus  so  well  and  pleasantly  rewarded. 

We  find  the  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  reference  to  the  applica- 
tions of  the  following  named  Graud  Lodges  for  recognition  eminent- 
ly conservatiye  and  in  our  opinion  proper: 

The  Symbolic  Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary. 

Grand  Lodge  of  Oaxaca. 

Grand  Jiodge  of  California. 

Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  District  of  Mexico. 

Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand. 

The  resolution  we  copy: 

Resolved^  1st,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  write  to  each  of  these  Wor- 
shipful Correspondents,  assuring  them  of  the  kind  respect  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  but  asking  of  each  more  specific  information  as  to  the 
territory  respectively  claimed  by  them  ?  and  whether  and  what  Ma- 
sonic bodies  of  government,  if  any  other,  claim  jurisdiction  within 
the  same  territorial  limits  claiming  organization  and  authority  under 
any  other  Grand  Lodge  ?  and  whether  or  not  conflicts  of  claim  exist 
between  them  as  organized,  and  any  other  Masonic  grand  bodies  as 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory  ?  and  requesting  that  any  other 
information  they  may  see  proper  to  communicate,  be  sent  to  him 
without  delay. 

Bro.  John  S.  Davidson,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  A.  M.  Wolihin,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  submitted  a  report  including 
the  proceedings  of  our  Grand  Lodge  for  1885.  Though  the  several 
members  of  the  committee  divided  the  labors,  this  review  of  Alabama 
bears  the  ear-marka  of  having  been  produced  by  Bro.  Blackshear, 
whom  now  we  heartily  greet.  Only  ten  Grand  Lodges  were  passed 
in  review. 

IDAHO,  1886. 

This  Grand  Lodge  was  convened  in  its  nineteenth  annual  com- 
munication on  14th  September,  1886,  M.  W.  Bro.  George  Henry 
Davis,  being  Grand  Master,  who  in  his  address  made  the  following 
pertinent  remarks: 

There  are  too  many  among  Masons  who  rest  satisfied  with  a  super- 
ficial knowledge,  and  esteem  themselves  bright  Masons  worthy  to  be 
leaders,  if  they  have  acquired  a  certain  perfunctory  proficiency  in 
our  ritual.  But  he  wholly  mistakes  the  spirit  of  Masonry  who  con- 
siders mere  acquaintance  with  its  ritual  ceremonies  and  with  the 
If^ri^teD  ^z)d  i^nwrittea  stat^te8  o^  the  order  the  sum  of  its  teachings 
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and  the  entire  qnalification  of  a  true  craftsman,  "  a  workman  that 
needeth  not  to  be  ashamed.'*  These  are  bnt  the  scaffolding  of  the 
temple,  the  working  tools  '^ith  which  the  bnilding  is  to  be  erected, 
the  helps  by  which  the  master  workman  is  to  develop  the  most  sub- 
lime, social,  and  Masonic  virtues. 

Have  we  learned  to  subdue  our  passions  and  to  discipline  our 
hearts  by  the  exercise  of  brotherly  love,  relief,  and  truth  ?  Are  we 
spreading  the  cement  which  shall  unite  the  dissevered  family  of  man 
iuto  a  temple  of  living  stones,  in  which  no  contention  shall  ever 
exist  bnt  that  noble  contention,  of  who  best  can  work  and  best 
agree  ?  Has  prudence  taught  us  to  regulate  our  lives  and  actions 
by  the  dictates  of  reason  and  temperance,  and  to  exercise  that  due 
restraint  upon  our  affections  and  passions  which  renders  the  body 
tame  and  governable,  and  frees  the  mind  from  allurements  of  vice? 
Is  justice  our  standard,  and  a  noble  self-denial  for  the  good  of  others 
and  a  scorn  for  all  that  will  sully  the  purity  or  detract  from  the 
integrity  and  dignity  of  manhood  ?  If  we  have  not  thus  learned  or 
are  not  thus  learning  it  is  in  vain  that  we  have  stood  upon  the  tes- 
sellated pavement  and  entered  the  middle  chamber  and  ascended  the 
three  steps  which  lead  to  the  sanctum  sanctorum. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  three  now  lodges,  and  charters 
were  issued  at  this  communication.  A  dispensation  was  •  refused 
another  because  they  were  to  occupy  a  hall  conjointly  with  other 
societies. 

The  Grand  Master  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  permanent 
ritual  and  of  some  method  for  its  preservation  and  discrimination, 
which  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  who  made  no  report.  Bat 
we  find  the  following  resolution  introduced  by  one  member  of  the 
committee  and  adopted  by  Grand  Lodge: 

Resolvedt  That  no  Mason  shall  sell,  offer  for  sale,  buy,  or  in  any 
manner  aid  in  circulatiug  or  issuing  any  printed  or  written  docu- 
ment or  cipher  as  a  ritual  of  any  part  of  Symbolic  Masonry,  under 
penalty  of  any  punishment  which  may  be  imposed  under  the  con- 
stitution and  By-Laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  gross  unmasonic 
conduct ;  and  all  Masons  are  hereby  eo^'oined  to  be  vigilant  in  en- 
forcing this  regulation,  and  those  parties  who  have  them  in  their 
possession  shall  destroy  the  same. 

There  is  an  interesting  report  from  a  special  committee  on  the 
question  of  the  liability  of  a  lodge  for  amounts  expended  by  another 
in  relief  of  one  of  its  members,  and  as  the  resolution  adopted  is 
materially  qualified  by  the  report  we  give  it  entire : 

Your  special  committee  appointed  at  the  last  commanioation  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  take  into  cousideration  the  claim  of  Idaho 
Lodge  No.  1,  for  moneys  advanced  or  disbursed  for  the  relief  of 
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a  member  of  Silver  City  Lodge,  No.  13,  was  instracted  to  report  at 
this  communication.     We  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

Iti  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  question  reaches  far  be- 
yond the  dollars  and  cents  involved  between  the  two  lodges,  and 
strikes  at  the  foundation  of  lodge  charity  to  its  own  members*  and 
to  their  claim  for  relief. 

The  first  question  arising  in  our  minds  is,  what  are  a  member's 
inherent  rights  or  prerogatives  ?  We  answer,  the  right  to  be  present 
at  ^1  meetings  of  the  lodge,  to  take  part  in  all  matters  coming  before 
it  for  action,  and  to  participate  in  its  ritualistic  work.  These  are  all 
the  rights  or  benefits  that  can  be  claimed  as  inherent,  and  we  do  not 
yield  to  or  endorse  the  opinion  so  often  practically  expressed,  that 
the  fraternity  is  in  any  sense  a  mutual  benefit  society,  or  acting  the 
part  of  insurance,  and  every  candidate  for  the  mysteries  of  Masonry 
understands  this  when  he  declares  upon  honor  that  he  makes  the 
request  **  uninfluenced  by  mercenary  motives." 

Masons  and  their  almonerx  — the  organized  lodge— understand  the 
fundamental  law  governing  Masonic  charity,  and  that  it  should  be  as 
''expansive  as  the  blue  vault  of  heaven  itself,"  when  the  applicant  for 
relief  is  found  worthy,  and  we  have  the  ability  to  grant  the  request. 
And  this  we  understand  to  be  the  immemorial  landmark  of  the  fra- 
ternity, and  should  govern  the  action  of  lodges  as  well  as  the  individ- 
ual members  thereof.  Hence 'We  do  not  comply  with  a  request  for 
relief  because  the  applicant  has  any  legal  right  to  demand  it,  but 
because  we  find  him  or  them  worthy  objects  of  chairty,  and  such  as 
we  have  *'a  sincere  wish  to  be  serviceable  to,  as  our  fellow-creatures." 

The  members  of  a  lodge  pay  their  dues  for  the  simple  purpose  of 
meeting  with  the  fraternity  and  enjoying  the  prerogatives  of  lodge 
membership,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  to  them,  in  case  of 
destitution  or  want,  the  sum  of  $4.63  per  week,  or  any  other  sum. 

We  do  not  recognize  the  idea  that  Masonic  charity  is  founded  on 
the  law  of  compensation,  or  that  the  lodge  occupies  the  same  position 
as  an  individual  Mason — when  a  deed  of  charity  is  done  that  is  an 
end  of  it  -  but  under  our  lodge  systems,  if  a  brother  receives  relief 
from  a  lodge  when  be  is  sojourning,  the  lodge  of  which  he  is  a  mem- 
ber, if  able,  should  reimburse  the  lodge  giving  the  relief  ;  but  in  all 
cases  where  the  telegraph  can  be  used,  or  communication  had  with 
his  lodge,  it  should  be  done  at  once,  and  before  any  expenditures  are 
made  except  to  relieve  the  immediate  necessities  of  the  brother. 

It  would  not  do  to  make  an  iron  rule  that  a  lodge  should  be  reim- 
bursed for  all  expenditures  made  in  behalf  of  a  sojourning  Mason, 
because  a  lodge  might  be  too  liberal  in  spending  the  money  of  another 
lodge,  and  thus  entirely  impoverish  it. 

We  would  not  have  the  lodge  to  which  the  brother  belongs  plead 
the  baby-act,  and  say  he  was  not  worthy  of  relief,  for  it  has,  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  given  him  a  certificate  to  Masons  wheresoever 
dispersed,  and  if  he  has  lost  the  good  opinion  of  his  lodge,  it  is  one 
of  the  most  important  duties  of  the  lodge  to  see  to  it  that  he  be  dis- 
ciplined, and  not  allow  him  to  become  a  Masonic  tramp  or  sponge. 

With  these  very  brief  suggestions,  we  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion, with  the  hope  that  other  jurisdictions  will  take  action,  and  that 
at  no  distant  day  some  settled  rule  will  result  upon  this  vexed 
question  : 
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"  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  that  when  a 
lodge  responds  to  the  request  of  a  sojourning  brother  asking  for 
relief,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  lodge  to  which  he  belongs  to  reimburse 
the  lodge  granting  the  relief,  so  far  as  it  can  do  so  without  material 
injury  to  itself." 

If  a  lodge  assists  a  sojourning  brother  beyond  his  immediate  neces- 
sities, and  expects  reimbursement  from  the  lodge  to  which  the  brother 
belongs,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  lodge  so  assisting  to  immedi- 
ately notify  his  lodge  of  the  fact,  in  order  to  ascertain  to  what  extent 
the  lodge  is  willing  to  assist  this  particular  member. 

If  this  is  done,  we  do  not  understand  the  assisting  lodge  has  done 
a  deed  of  Masonic  charity,  nor  can  it  claim  it  as  such.  It  must  be 
considered  a  business  loan,  and  stand  upon  that  basis  alone. 

Bro.  Geo.  H.  Davis,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  James  H.  Wickersham,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

IDAHO,  1887. 

Since  our  report  was  presented  to  Grand  Lodge,  we  have  received 
a  few  proceedings  not  then  to  hand,  and  as  we  think  that  we  may 
still  be  in  time  for  the  printer,  we  will  review  them — ^among  others 
was  that  of  the  twentieth  annual  communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  held  on  13th  of  September,  1887,  Grand  Master  George  H. 
Davis,  being  in  the  east.    The  growth  of  the  Graft  is  decidedly  good. 

Of  Cerneauism  the  Grand  Master  says,  in  reply  to  the  question 
given  and  also  in  reference  to  the  proposed  Masonic  convention— His 
reply  to  the  latter  reflects  what  we  take  to  be  the  sentiment  in  Ala- 
bama : 

Fb-st.  Has  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho  taken  any  notion  relative  to 
the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Bite  of  Freemasonry,  as  propa- 
gated by  Joseph  Cerneau  ? 

To  this  I  replied  :  '*  Cerneauism  has  not  troubled  us  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  we  have  therefore  not  been  called  to  give  the  sub- 
ject consideration.  I  have  at  times  been  flooded  with  Cerneauistic 
and  anti-Cerneauistic  literature,  but  have  had  no  time  to  read  it. 
Knowing  the  spirit  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho,  I  can  say  that  she 
will  not  feel  called  to  legislate  either  for  or  against  an^^ody  which 
does  not  trespass  upon  her  rights  or  the  rights  of  her  sister  Grand 
Lodges.  As  a  Grand  Lod^e,  having  in  charge  the  three  Symbolic 
degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  in  this  territory,  she  knows  noth- 
ing of  organizations  which  dispense  so-called  'higher  degrees.' 
Should  such  bodies  ever  invade  her  territory,  by  presuming  to  exer- 
cise any  authority  or  control  over  the  degrees  named,  or  in  auv 
manner  whatever  to  interfere  with  her  Masonic  rights,  she  will  speai 
unhesitatingly,  clearly,  and  emphatically.  Personally,  I  am  heaxtily 
in  accord  with  the  spirit  of  my  Grand  Lodge,  believing  it  to  be  her 
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right  and  duty  to  insist  on  the  unswerving  loyalty  of  all  her  sabjects, 
bat  that  it  is  neither  her  right  nor  interest  to  seek  to  control  in 
matters  foreign." 

ISecond.  Are  yon  in  favor  of  a  Grand  Masonic  Congress  for  advice 
and  consultation  ? 

To  this  I  replied  :  **1  have  no  objections  to  '  a  Grand  Masonic 
Congress  for  advice  and  consultation, 'but  I  strenuously  object  to  the 
erection  of  any  general  body  which  shall  either  arrogate  to  itself,  or 
have  deputed  to  it,  any  authority  over  independent  Grand  Lodges, 
believing  every  such  Grand  body  to  be  supreme  within  its  own  juris- 
diction. A  danger  to  be  apprehended  in  any  such  plan  as  you  indi- 
cate, is  that  a  Masonic  Congress  will  in  time  fancy  itself  possessed  of 
powers  not  at  all  ^ontem plated  in  its  inception." 

A  lodge  in  Kansas  conferred  the  E.  A.  degree  on  a  candidate  who 
subsequently  removed  to  Idaho  and  requested  a  lodge  there  to  con- 
fer the  other  degrees.  To  this  the  W.  M.  properly  replies  that  com- 
mon courtesy  would  demand  compliance  unless  there  were  good 
reasons  against  it,  and  then  the  lodge  so  requesting  should  be  noti- 
fied of  them. 

The  address  contains  a  beautiful  apostrophe  to  Masonry,  from 
which  we  extract  only  the  following  : 

We  know  not  how  strong  may  be  the  tie  which  unites  us  who 
linger  in  the  outer  court  to  thoHC  who  have  passed  beyond  the  vail, 
but  if,  in  the  providence  of  God,  the  spirits  of  the  good,  the  wise, 
and  the  great,  who  laid  the  foundations  of  our  loved  fraternity, 
are  permitted  to  hover  about  and  above  us,  and  to  take  cognizance 
of  our  words  and  actions,  aye,  of  the  very  character  engraven  upon 
our  hearts,  I  dotibt  not  they  breath  a  benediction  upon  us  ;  but  is 
there  not  cause  to  fear  that,  sweet  as  is  the  blessing,  it  may  be 
mingled  with  the  sadness  of  reproof.  I  caunot  but  think  there  is 
danger,  in  these  days  of  mental  activity  and  material  development, 
that  we  lose  sight  of  the  real  character  and  purpose  of  Masonry. 
We  are  proud  of  our  fraternity,  and  of  our  connection  therewith  ; 
but  is  it  not  true  that  our  pride  is  sometimes  based  upon  an  exalted 
idea  of  the  power  and  grandeur  of  the  order,  rather  than  upon  a 
proper  appreciation  of  its  moral  frame-work  ? 

Masonry,  my  brothers,  was  never  designed  for  the  gratification  of 
foolish  vanity  or  the  mere  employment  of  idle  hours.  She  holds 
out  to  her  votaries  no  promise  of  pecuniary  gain,  or  gratified  ambi- 
tion, or  social  or  political  preferment.  She  has  a  more  earnest  and 
a  higher  mission  than  this.  Her  aim  is  to  elevate  humanity  by 
awakening  in  every  brother  a  deeper  appreciation  of  bis  own  dignity 
as  a  man,  and  a  proper  regard  for  the  dignity  of  his  brother  man. 
Masonry  is  not  a  system  of  religion,  as  some  have  ignorantly 
thought.  She  does  not  aspire  to  usury  the  place  of  the  church, 
but  she  bows  to  this  as  the  human  to  the  divine.  It  has  been  well 
said  that  **  reliprion  is  the  bond  of  man  to  his  God  ;  Masonry  is 
the  bond  of  man  to  man."    Beyond  the  great  idea  of  God,   as  re- 
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• 

vealed  in  His  word,  Masonry  has  no  religions  test ;  and  therefore, 
while  the  atheist  and  the  deist  find  no  place  within  her  portals, 
and  while  she  teaches  a  profound  reverence  for  Deity  and  for  the 
divine  attributes —temperance,  truth,  and  justice, — her  toleration  is 
as  broad  as  the  grand  brotherhood  of  huitaan  kind.  And  her  mission 
in  this  human  brotherhood  is  to  purify  and  to  ennoble. 

A  plan  was  introduced  to  divide  the  Territory  into  several  dis- 
tricts and  appoint  qualified  lecturers^ for  them,  who  should  receive  a 
salary  from  Grand  Lodge,  but  it  was  defeated. 

Edward  A.  Stevenson,  Boise  City,  Grand  Master. 

James  H.  Wickersham,  Boise  City,  Grand  Secretary. 

ILLINOIS,  1887. 

The  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the  Forty-eighth  An- 
nual Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  held  on  the  4th 
day  of  October,  1887,  with  M.  W.  Alexander  T.  Darrah,  Graod 
Master,  also  contains  a  full  description  of  the  funeral  obsequies  to 
our  distinguished  and  highly  esteemed  brother,  the  late  Theo.  T. 
Gurney,  than  whom  none  was  more  esteemed  and  prized.  The 
brightest  light  in  the  Masonic  firmament  is  obscured  and  a  very  pall 
of  grief  settled  upon  our  brethren  of  the  jurisdiction.  It  xinU  be 
very  long  ere  we  find  so  vigorous,  so  clear,  so  exhaustive,  so  caustic 
a  writer  on  Masonic  subjects.  If  not  always  in  our  opinion  entirely 
correct  in  his  views,  yet  he  was  very  rarely  in  error.  May  the  tarf 
rest  lightly  on  his  head. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  the  craft  as  being  in  a  **  very  flattering 
condition.*'  He  thinks  that  there  has  been  a  '*  satisfactory  increase 
in  numbers."  He  deplores  the  fact  that  some  of  the  lodges  have 
tolerated  joint  funerals  with  other  societies,  and  on  this  subject 
very  properly  says: 

A  Masonic  procession  should  be  tyled  and  guarded  as  much  as  a 
lodge  at  labor — no  one  being  permitted  to  either  enter  or  retire  from 
it  without  permission  from  the  W.  M.  No  Mason  would  think  of  ad- 
mitting a  profane  to  visit  a  lodge  while  at  labor,  much  less  permit  one 
to  take  part  in  the  ceremonies  of  conferring  a  degree.  Yet  a  lodge 
would  have  as  much  right,  legally,  to  admit  a  profane  to  visit  as  it 
would  to  admit  him  within  a  Masonic  procession . 

Two  instances  of  deplorably  unmasonic  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
lodges  in  asking  relief  of  the  brethren  of  the  jurisdiction  are  men- 
tioned. 

We  entirely  agree  with  him  as  to  the  value  of  official  visitatioDS, 
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and  belioTe,  as  he  says,  that  thereby  **  lodges  are  greatly  enoonraged 
and  stimulated  to  presa  forward  in  the  discharge  of  duty.'* 

He  recommends  a  limitation  to  the  term  of  a  Grand  representa- 
tive, and  that  his  daties  should  be  clearly  defined.  This  last  would 
delight  us,  for  we  confess  to  being  at  sea  in  the  matter.  They  can 
surely  be  made  useful  as  well  as  ornamental. 

Because  a  similar  qaestion  was  once  submitted  to  our  Grand  Lodge, 
we  copy  in  full  one  of  his  decisions,  which  was  heartily  indorsed  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  though  we  confess  to  a  great  difficulty  in  attempt- 
ing tx>  understand  how  any  Master  of  a  Lodge  could  have  entertained 
a  different  opinion  : 

2.  An  insane  brother  cannot  be  dif^ciplined  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  nor  can  a  lodge  charge  an  insane  brother  with  dues.  As  an  in- 
sane person  is  **  practically  dead  to  the  State,"  so  an  insane  brother 
is  practically  dead  to  his  lodge,  to  which  he  is  not  amenable  for  his 
conduct  during  the  time  of  his  mental  aberration.  A  lodge  cannot 
legally  dimit  an  insane  brother,  on  the  petition  of  a  conservator  or 
any  other  person.  If  such  brother  did  not  wish  to  sever  his  connec- 
tion with  the  lodge  while  he  was  responsible,  it  would  be  an  act  of 
injustice  to  dimit  him  when  he  is  wholly  irresponsible. 

He  ruled  that  it  required  seven  members,  exclusive  of  (he  Tyler,  to 
constitute  a  legal  lodge, — a  new  doctrine,  and  regretted  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

From  the  devotion  of  a  page  of  the  address  to  it,  we  infer  that 
electioneering  for  office  in  the  Grand  Lodge  prevails  to  a  considerable 
extent.     We  are  thankful  that  this  evil  has  not  yet  reached  Alabama. 

From  this  address  we  learn  what  was  done  at  the  Masonic  conven- 
tion held  in  Chicago,  June  22d,  1887.  A  committee  on  credentials 
was  appointed.  Why?  Were  any  of  those  present  delegates  from 
their  Grand  Lodges  and  by  it  authorized  to  speak  for  it,  and  if  so, 
how  many  ?  However,  after  the  discussion  of  several  topics  of  great 
interest  to  the  fraternity  (and  with  the  sentiment  as  expressed  by  the 
convention)  Alabama  finds  herself  in  entire  accord.  The  convention 
adopted  the  following  resolutions,  which  leave  the  whole  object,  we 
opine,  of  the  convention  unsatisfactorily  undetermined: 

Readvedf  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  is  the  supreme 
governing  power  in  and  over  Freemasonry  withio  its  territorial  juris- 
diction, and  that  the  landmarks  of  Freemasonry,  together  with  the 
laws,  edicts,  regulations  and  statutes  of  such  Grand  Lodge  consti- 
tutes the  only  law  and  authority  of  Freemasonry  within  said  jurisdic- 
tion and  all  constituent  lodges,  and  all  members  thereof,  and  idl 
Masons  within  said  jurisdiction  must  obey  and  conform  thereto. 

Reaolvedf  further,  That  there  is  no  power  or  authority  in  or  over 
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Freemasonry  above  the  le^i^tiinate  and  duly  recognized  Grand  Lodge 
of  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  nor  is  it  within  the  power  of  any  body,  organiza- 
tion, or  collection  of  Masons  to  assume  to  exercise  such  power  or 
authority. 

John  G.  Smith,  Chicago,  Grand  Master., 

Loyal  L.  Munn,  Freeport,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  Daniel  M.  Browning  presented  a  report  on  correspondence, 
and  his  modesty  bespeaks  his  merit,  for  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  better 
one.  Alabama  for  1886  is  kindly  reviewed,  and  liberal  extracts  ap- 
provingly made  from  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Harris. 

INDIANA. 

We  have  only  the  annual  reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Treasurer, 
and  Trustees,  dated  May  17th,  1887,  with  naught  else.  From  these 
we  infer  that  the  financial  condition  is  extremely  good.  We  had 
nothing  last  year  from  this  Grand  Lodge,  nor  had  we  the  year  before. 
Why? 

INDIAN  TERRITORT,  1886. 

before  us  lies  the  pamphlet  oontainiug  the  proceedings  of  the 
Twelfth  Annual  Communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  Terri- 
tory, held  on  the  2d  November,  1886,  with  Florian  H.  Nash,  Grand 
Master. 

The  statistics  show  that  the  Craft  grows  apace,  and  of  it  the  Grand 
Master  says: 

The  Craft  generally,  in  this  jurisdiction,  so  ^  as  I  have  been  able 
to  learn,  are  in  a  good  condition.  There  have  been  some  differences,  a 
little  discord,  bat  with  a  little  advice  everything  has  been  satisfac- 
torily settled  and  peace  and  harmony  now  prevail. 

• 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  four  new  lodges. 

Financial  condition  good. 

Bro.  Florian  H.  Nash,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Grand  Secretary. 

What  we  have  of  the  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of 
the  able  and  worthy  Grand  Secretary.  The  committee  consisted  of 
three,  including  himself— one  of  these  **  begged  off  *'  and  the  other 
had  not  come  to  time,  thus  proving  the  truth  of  the  adage  "that 
what  is  every  body's  busineiis  is  attended  to  by  none.**  However, 
among  those  reviewed,  we  find  ours  for  1885,  and  Bro.  Marrow, 
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without  declaring  bis  own  opinion  or  the  sentiment  of  his  brethren 
on  the  snbject,  quotes  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  report  on  the 
powers  and  prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters  in  Alabama,  and  standing 
afar  off  would  set  the  whole  pack  of  extremists  at  ns.  Well,  we 
think  we  can  stand  it  until  something  beyond  declamation  is  brought 
to  assail  our  position. 

IOWA,  1887. 

The  Forty-fourth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  7th  day  of  June,  1887,  M.  W.  Grand  Master  William  Paget 
Allen,  presiding. 

The  Graft  is  really  prosperous  over  there,  there  being  431  active 
lodges,  with  a  membership  of  21,501,  and  an  increase  during  the 
year  of  679. 

The  Grand  Master  forbade  the  use  of  postal  cards  to  notify  a 
brother  of  suspension  for  n.  p.  d.,  and  characterizes  their  use  as  un- 
masonic,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  fully  sustained  this  view. 

He  holds  to  the  doctrine  that  a  member  of  a  lodge  may  object  to 
the  reception  of  a  visiting  brother,  and  that  this  objection  should  be 
valid,  and  that  the  objector  should  not  be  required  to  give  his  reasons 
therefor.  This  also  was  approved  for  the  reason  given  by  the  Grand 
Master,  and  which  we  conceive  to  be  perfectly  right  and  proper, 
**  that  the  rights  of  the  member  are  superior  to  those  of  the  non- 
member,  and  that  no  visitor  should  be  received  against  his  protest, 
because  then  the  harmony  of  the  lodge  must  of  necessity  be  dis- 
turbed."   This  agrees  fully  with  the  usage  in  Alabama. 

We  read  the  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Bro.  Theodore  Button 
Parvin,  as  we  have  done  all  that  flows  from  his  pen,  with  deep  inter- 
est and  close  attention.  He  is  a  very  Nestor  iu  Masonry  and  an 
enoydopsBdia  of  Masonic  knowledge.  We  do  not  always  agree  with 
all  of  his  views,  but  whenever  we  differ  we  hesitate  lest  we  err.  Of 
himself  in  this  report,  he  says: 

HALF  A   CBNTUBT  A  UASON. 

Should  our  life  be  spared  to  see  the  "ides  of  March,"  we  shall  have 
then  rounded  out  a  full  half -century  of  Masonic  service— more  ex- 
tensive and  varied  than  has  ever  fallen  to  the  lot  of  man.  Becoming 
a  Mason  in  the  third  lodge  organized  west  of  the  Allegheny  Mount- 
ains (1791 )  in  March,  1838,  we  were  the  night  we  became  a  Master 
Mason  elected  secretary  of  the  lodge,  in  which  we  were  the  only 
youthfal  member— under  thirty-five  years  of  age.  From  that  night, 
save  the  two  years  interregnum  till  the  organization  of  Des  Moines 
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Lodge,  No.  — ,  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1830,  of  which  we  were  a  charter 
member  and  officer,  we  have  held  a  prominent  office  and  served  the 
brethi'en:  Forty-eight  years  of  active  and  official  service  in  iowa. 
A  membei  of  the  conventions  which  organized  the  Grand  Lodge, 
Grand  Chapter,  and  Grand  Commander/  of  Iowa;  first  Grand  Secre- 
tary and  later  Grand  Master;  first  Grand  Hign  Priest,  and  first Gmnd 
Commander;  we  havn  never  missed  a  session  of  the  first,  and  only 
two  (when  absent  from  the  State)  of  the  latter  in  all  these  years. 

We  became  a  member  of  the  national  bodies— General  Grand 
Chapter,  and  the  Grand  Encampment  -  in  1856,  and  for  fifteen  of 
these  years  an  officer  in  the  latter,  and  serving  on  important  com- 
mittees in  both. 

Whether  onr  labors  in  these  and  other  fields  have  served  in  any 
way  to  enrich  our  brethren  and  the  order,  "deponent  saith  not,"  bat 
we  do  say  we  have  impoverished  ourself  and  saciificed  therein  time 
and  talent  which,  had  they  been  devoted  to  the  profession  (law)  of 
our  early  manhood,  would  have  enriched  us  and  those  now  depend- 
ant upon  us.  lu  some  respects  our  life  has  been  a  signal  failure,  and 
it  is  too  late  in  old  age  to  remedy  the  follies  of  youth. 

What  a  noble  record  and  how  glorious  the  legacy  he  will  leave  to 
his  children.  He  is  the  father  of  the  great  library  being  accumulated 
under  the  auspices  of  his  Grand  Lodge,  but  due  almost  entirely  to 
his  untiring  efforts. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  most  excellent. 

Charters  were  granted  to  five  new  lodges  at  this  communication. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  reported  as  follows: 

First  Query,  A  brother  being  in  arrears  for  dues,  is  suspended  for 
non-payment  thereof.  Seven  years  thereafter  his  application  for 
reinstatement  is  presented,  accompanied  by  the  arrearages  aforesaid. 
In  due  time  the  ballot  is  spread  and  the  petitioner  is  rejected.  Shall 
the  lodge  retain  the  money  which  is  legitimately  due  it,  or  shall  it  re- 
turn it  with  the  rejected  petition  to  the  applicant? 

Ansioer.  The  money  being  the  lawful  dues  long  owing  the  lodge, 
should  by  it  be  retained.  It  was  t!  dnty  of  the  applicant  to  pay  it. 
The  payment  of  the  petitioner's  '  -\^iihi  !d  and  just  iudebtedness 
to  the  lodge  and  the  ballot  on  .  question  of  reinstatement  are 
separate  and  distinct  acts.  The  latter  is  not  dependent  upon  the 
former. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  Broth «'i  ><^enng  dissents  from  the  views  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  tor  reasons  which  he  will  verbally 
state  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  but  the  Gntinl  Lodge  determined  that  the 
money  should  be  returned  to  him.  In  our  jurisdiction  the  payment 
of  all  dues  for  which  suspension  follows,  reinstates  a  brother  tp«o 
fadOf  not  only  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry,  but  also  to 
good  standing  in  his  lodge— full  membership. 

Bro.  Edwin  Carlton  Blaokmar,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  T.  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Secretary. 


1887.]  APPENDIX.  29 

The  report  on  corresFondpiioe  is  by  Bro.  Parvin  and  covers  234 
pages,  DO  less  than  seven  of  which  are  occupied  by  Alabama.  It  is 
not  every  one  who  can  write  a  reasotiable  report,  and  very  few  besides 
onr  venerable  and  estimable  brr  tUer  that  can  make  an  interesting 
one.  We  disclaim  any  such  association  as  the  one  spoken  of  once  by 
onr  Virginia  brother  as  the  M.  A.  s.,  therefore  mean  all  we  say. 

"Constitutions  providi  \;  t<  c  '■  .  organization  of  Grand  Lodges  are 
inviolate.  There  are  subjects  to  impress  the  fundameutal  thought  of 
the  institution  in  matters  of  organization  which  neither  the  Grand 
Lodge  nor  the  Grand  Master  is  justified  in  violating." 

That  is  sound  doctrine.  Every  Grand  Master,  as  well  as  every 
member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  is  sworn  to  obey  and  support  the  con- 
stitution, and  we  do  not  see  how  he  can  violate  it  knowingly  and 
wilfully  without  perjuring  himself. 

The  quotation  is  from  Bro.  Gurney,  of  Illinois.  We  find  that  even 
on  this  question  of  **power8,"  Ac,  Bro.  Parvin  and  ourself  are  in  full 
accord.  We  don't  think  the  Brother  can  find  any  where  in  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  of  our  Grand  Lodge  on  the 
*'powers,"  &c.,  the  slightest  authority  for  violation  of  constitutional 
requirements  by  the  Grand  Master.  But  does  the  constitution  of 
every  Grand  Lod^e  cover  all  the  cases  that  may  arise,  and  prescribe 
the  course  to  be  pursued  by  the  Grand  Master  ?  That  of  Alabama 
does  not.  Indeed,  we  doubt  if  that  of  Iowa  does.  If  those  who 
framed  constitutions  were  as  perfect  intellectually  as  perhaps  they 
were  physically,  one  might  hope  for  such  a  perfect  instrument. 
But  the  records  of  Grand  Lodges  show  yearly  that  numerous  are  the 
provisions  to  be  amended,  and  the  framers  of  ours  displayed  their 
wisdom  when  they  gave  to  the  Grand  Master  **all  the  privileges  and 
prerogatives  which  atiach  to  hin  office  by  the  ancient  vusages  of  F)reemasonry." 
This  language  is  italicized  by  me  but  quoted  from  the  proposed  con- 
stitution of  Iowa  now  before  that  Grand  Lodge  for  final  adoption. 
The  Iowa  constitution  goes  on  to  say,  '*  subject  to  limitations  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  requirements  of  the  jurisdiction  as  expressed 
by  law,'*  which  simply  means  that  the  Grand  Master  must  be  bound 
by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  jurisdiction.  We  refer  our 
brother  to  the  last  clause  of  the  Alabama  report,  and  ask  him  if  the 
intent  is  not  the  same  ? 

Our  worthy  Brother  goes  wild  again  under  California,  on  this  sub- 
ject: 

He  is  not  one  of  the  Drinkard  stamp,  who  holds  constitutions  to  be 
li^e  ^n  ignis  fatuus,  always  run  after  but  pever  found.    They  find 
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them  in  GaliforDia  where  they  are  fixed  fiicts,  and  they  hold  Grand 
Masters  to  their  observance,  while  in  some  jurisdictions  snch  offioen 
run  wild  with  all  law  except  their  own  ipse  dixit. 

Please  state  who  does,  and  show  it. 

Of  what  are  denominated  decisions,  he  says: 

In  this  respect,  the  Lord  knows,  we  have  qnantity  enongh  and  in 
superabundance,  while  of  the  quality  of  snch  deciaions  we  cannot 
speak  so  highly. 

EANSAU,  1887. 

The  Thirty-first  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  16th  February,  1887,  Grand  Master  Silas  £.  Sheldon,  presid- 
ing. The  growth  of  Masonry  keeps  pace  with  the  growth  of  popu- 
lation. Twenty  new  lodges  were  chartered  at  this  communication 
and  four  continued  under  dispensation. 

The  Grand  Master  granted  several  dispensations  for  conferring 
degrees  out  of  time,  among  others. 

Of  what  is  extracted  below  there  can  be  no  noubt,  but  who  is  per- 
fect? At  a  very  early  day  we  were  taught  that  it  is  human  to  err; 
indeed  that  to  err  is  his  normal  condition,  and  that  to  do  right  re- 
quires the  aid  of  the  higher  powers. 

Brethren,  if  we  would  all  do  our  duty  as  Masons,  if  we  would  be 
governed  by  the  sublime  and  wholesome  teachings  of  our  Order,  if 
we  would  practice  out  of  the  lodge  those  precepts  uiat  we  are  taught 
in,  if  we  would  take  as  the  rule  and  guido  of  our  actions  tpward  our 
brethren  The  Golden  Rule,  there  would  never  again  be  a  so-called 
masonic  trial  in  any  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  we  oould  erase 
from  our  Constitution  and  By-Laws  our  whole  Code  of  * 'Trials  and 
Punishments,'*  and  peace  and  harmony  would  prevail  in  every  lodge, 
and  brotherly  love  would  rule  in  every  Mason's  heart. 

We  fear  the  Grand  Secretary  or  the  typos  have  mixed  things  a 
little  in  Ex.  ^'A,"  for  we  neither  recognize  the  name  or  residence 
of  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas  near  that  of 
Alabama. 

From  the  oration  by  Bro.  Owen  A.  Bassett  on  the  question.  What 
is  Masonry?  we  take  the  following: 

It  is  not  so  important  a  question  among  Masons,  what  masonry  has 
done,  or  what  masonry  will  do,  as  what  masonry  is  now  doing;  the 
present  generation  of  Masons  are  in  no  wise  responsible  for  the 
past,  they  may  be  largely  responsible  for  the  ftiti^^e,  but  t^^  entire 
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responsibility  of  the  present  rests  with  them;  and  whatever  they 
fail  to  do  or  to  perform  is  a  loss  entailed  on  generations  yet  to  come, 
a  loss  which  can  never  be  made  good;  like  a  day  once  lost  it  cannot 
be  regained. 

Bro.  Henry  G.  Cook,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Secretary. 

This  last  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  in  it 
the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1885.  He  quotes  the  conclusion  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  powers,  &o.,  of  Grand  Master  with- 
out comment. 

KENTUCKY,  1886. 

The  Eighty-seventh  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  October  19th,  1886,  Grand  Master  Bernard  Gratz  Witt, 
presiding.  We  regret  to  find  that  though  the  population  of  this 
State  is  rapidly  increasing  the  number  of  affiliated  Masons  is  decreas- 
ing.   On  this  subject  the  Grand  Master  says: 

Soon  after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  I  received  num- 
bers of  letters  from  brothers  all  over  the  country  making  inquiry  as 
to  how  they  might  obtain  dimits,  being  members  of  lodges  whose 
charteis  had  been  surrendered  and  the  books  withheld  or  destroyed, 
or  members  of  lodges  which  were  practically  dead,  having  ceased  to 
hold  meetings.  The  receipt  of  so  many  letters  of  this  character  led 
me  to  make  an  examination  of  the  statistics  of  Grand  Lodge  for  ten 
years  past,  and  I  confess,  brethren,  that  I  was  astounded  at  the 
result  of  this  examination,  as  vou  doubtless  will  be  when  you  hear 
it: 

The  number  of  affiliated  Masons  in  the  State  in  1876 21,237 

Number  reported  1885 14,823 

Net  loss  in  ten  years 6,414 

Number  suspended 10,478 

Number  dimitted 7,545 

Add  to  this  the  number  lost  by  death  and  expulsion  and  the  figures 
indicate  a  state  of  affairs  which  calls  for  your  most  serious  consid- 
eration, all  of  this  occurring,  too,  during  a  period  of  time  in  which 
the  population  of  the  State  has  increased  in  a  proportion  almost  as 
marvelous  as  has  been  our  decrease  in  numbers.  This  loss  by  dimis- 
sion  and  suspension  has,  however,  in  a  measure  been  offset  by  the 
reinstatement  and  admission  of  probably  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  loss 
and  the  initiation  of  8,332  new  members.  It  is  true  that  all  of  this 
loss  occurred  during  the  first  five  years  of  the  decade,  and  that  the 
roll  of  membership  will  now  show  some  hundreds  larger  than  five 
years  ago. 
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The  Grand  Master  was  persistent  and  yigorons  in  ridding  the  rec- 
ords of  nnproii table  and  nseless  members  and  lodges,  so  that  very 
many  charters  were  vacated  and  the  lodges  blotted  ont.  Fewer 
lodges  with  active  membership  is  doubtless  far  preferable  to  a  pile  of 
drones  in  the  Masonic  hive. 

He  is  eloquent  in  behalf  of  "Our  Home,"  and  truly  of  this  all  the 
Masons  of  this  State  should  be  proud,  for  is  it  not  an  everlasting 
monument  to  their  goodness  and  charity  ? 

He  recommends  a  law  providing  for  the  consolidation  of  lodges. 

He  would  by  law  dispense  with  the  P.  M.  degree  as  requisite  be- 
fore iustallation. 

An  effort  was  made  to  diminish  the  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
33}  per  cent,  by  sundry  amendments  to  the  constitution,  which  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  who  asked  until  the  next 
communication  for  report. 

James  W.  Hopper,  Grand  Muster. 

Hiram  Bassett,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  James  W.  Staton  again  made  the  report  on  correspondence, 
reviewing  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1885.  We  are  pleased  to 
find  that  in  relation  to  the  powers  of  Grand  Master,  he  fully  coincides 
with  our  Grand  Lodge.  **We  believe  this  is  the  correct  doctrine,  and 
have  always  so  held,  '*  is  his  language. 

Bro.  Staton  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  Alabama  had  made  any 
change  in  her  law  in  regard  to  those  suspended  for  non-payment  of 
dues.  A  change,  as  indicated,  was  proposed,  but  up  to  this  time  has 
not  passed. 

LOUISIANA.  1887. 

At  a  special  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  at  Baton 
Rouge,  27th  February,  1886,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the  comer 
stone  of  the  monument  to  the  confederate  dead,  Grand  Master 
Horner,  delivered  a  very  short,pithy  and  sententious  address,  account- 
ing in  some  measure  for  the  origin  of  the  custom  of  having  this 
peculiar  association  to  lay  with  its  peculiar  ceremonies  the  corner 
stone  of  public  important  buildings.  The  annual  communication, 
the  seventy-fifth,  was  held  in  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  14th 
day  of  February,  1887,  with  Bro.  Joseph  P.  Homer,  Grand  Master. 

We  regret  to  see  that  the  returns  show  that  the  number  of 
affiliated  active  Masons  was  diminished  during  the  past  year.  The 
number  dimitted  was  counterbalanced  by  affiliations,  but  the 
list  of  suspended  almost  equals  those  passed. 
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The  fiDancial  difficulties  of  this  Grand  Lodge  are  great  and  press- 
ing, and  to  a  consideration  of  these  the  Grand  Master  devotes  con- 
siderable space.  We  find  him  recommending  the  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  constitutional  proTision  which  deprives  a  lodge  of  its  charter 
if  delinquent  in  dues  or  representation,  for  the  reason  that  so  long 
as  so  many  contumacious  lodges  are  carried  upon  the  rc^l,  a  quorum 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  action  on  any  amendment  to  the  constitution 
cannot  be  had. 

He  recommends  a  revision  of  the  laws  and  edicts,  as  they  are  now 
too  bulky  and  scattered  over  too  many  volumes  to  be  readily  refer- 
red to  or  known. 

He  recommends  that  Louisiana  should  proceed  to  the  last  extrem- 
ity in  support  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec. 

The  Grand  Lodge  disagreed  with  him  in  relation  to  the  necessity 
of  thus  providing  for  a  constitutional  quorum,  and  in  reference  to 
the  Quebec  imbroglio  passed  the  following  : 

Resolvid,  That  so  long  as  the  three  lodges,  to-wit,  8t.  George  No. 
440,  St.  Paul  No.  374,  and  St.  Lawrence  No.  540.  in  Montreal,  prov- 
ince of  Quebec,  refuse  and  neglect  to  yield  obedience  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec,  the  members  of  said  lodges  cannot  be  recognized 
as  Masons  in  good  standing,  by  any  of  the  lodges  or  Masons  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Louisiana. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  South  Australia,  and  the  Federal  District  of 
Mexico,  were  greeted  as  members  of  the  great  Masonic  family,  and 
the  right  band  of  good  fellowship  extended  to  them. 

This  was  introduced  but  laid  over  until  the  next  annual  commu- 
nication. 

Resolved^  That  all  intercourse  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  the 
Grrtud  Lodge  of  England  be  suspended  until  that  Grand  Lodge  shall 
withdraw  her  warrants  from  her  lodges  in  Quebec. 

Bro.  Charles  F.  Buck,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  J.  C.  Batchelor,  M.  D.,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  J.  Q.  A.  Fellows  presented  a  very  unique  report  on  corres- 
pondences, treating  of  various  subjects  and  collecting  the  positions 
of  different  Grand  Lodges  on  certain  topics. 

After  quoting  the  report  of  the  Alabama  jurisprudence  committee 
on  the  powers  of  a  Grand  Master  entire,  he  says,  '^we  find  much  bad 
logic  in  the  extract  from  Ailabama."  Curt  and  pithy,  but  hardly  sus- 
tained by  the  document  itself. 
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The  sixty-eighth  annnal  comrannication  was  held  on  Biay  3d,  1887, 
with  Bro.  FesseDdeo  I.  Day,  Grand  Master.  Of  the  condition  of  the 
Graft  we  copy  what  the  address  asserts,  only  remarking  that  we  wish 
the  Brethren  of  oar  own  jarisdiction  to  note  the  average  strength  of 
each  lodge  which  is  so  much  better  than  to  multiply  small  and  weak 
lodges. 

Our  initiations  show  a  decided  increase  over  the  year  before,  the 
affiliations  are  slif^btly  larger  and  the  number  dimitted  less.  On  the 
contrary  our  deaths  have  increased,  and  the  suspensions  for  N.  P.  D. 
are  very  much  larger,  yet  on  the  whole  we  increased  our  membership 
more  than  in  the  preceding  year.  We  average  now  more  than  110 
members  for  eaoh  lodge,  and  with  very  few  exceptions  they  are  all  in 
a  strong  and  flourishing  condition,  showing  that  the  plan  of  our 
Grand  Lodge  to  build  up  and  assist  the  old  lodges  and  to  grant  but 
few  dispensations  for  new  ones  has  been  to  our  advantage. 

Six  dispensations  were  granted  to  receive  and  act  upon  petitions  in 
less  than  four  weeks,  thus  confirming  our  views  as  to  the  prerogatives 
of  a  Grand  Master. 

Before  granting  a  dispensation  for  a  new  lodge,  it  is  the  practice 
here  to  require  the  petitioners  to  work  in  a  lodge  of  instruction  to 
demonstrate  their  fitness  for  the  favor. 

In  a  case  where  a  lodge  assessed  the  punishment  of  a  reprimand 
only  where  the  Grand  Master  thought  the  punishment  too  light,  he 
sent  to  the  lodge  the  following  orders  to  add  to  his  reprimand: 

**  The  Grand  Master  orders  me  to  read  to  you  his  opinion. 

*' You  have  been  tried  by  your  brethren  and  found  guilty  of  gross 
unmasonic  conduct  and  have  been  sentenced  to  be  reprimanded  in 
open  lodge.  Your  conduct  was  shameful,  and  the  more  so  by  your 
going  in  such  a  condition  into  a  hall  dedicated  to  such  noble  and 
virtuous  purposes  as  are  all  masonic  rooms.  I  am  satisfied  by  the 
testimony  that  your  brethern  did  not  do  their  duty  in  not  more 
severely  punishing  you.  It  may  be  that  they  trustt-d  that  a  simple 
reprimand  would  be  sufficient  to  turn  you  from  your  evil  course;  if 
so,  you  can  by  your  future  conduct  show  that  they  were  wiser  judges 
of  what  was  best  than  I." 

We  find  in  the  proceedings  the  following  resolution  introduced, 
which  we  confess  our  inability  to  understand: 

Resohred,  That  the  Grand  Lecturer  be  instructed  to  furnish  the 
Grand  Lodge  with  a  copy  of  the  work  for  each  masonic  district  in  this 
jurisdiction,  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  each  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master,  under  the  same  regulations  as  other  property  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 
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The  italics  are  ours.  To  this,  however,  the  committee  on  jnris- 
prndence,  to  whom  it  was  referred  with  mach  more,  say: 

The  committee  on  Masonic  Jarispradence  to  which  was  referred 
the  resolution  in  relation  to  famishing  each  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  with  «  «  •  «  «  •  have  considered  the  same,  and  ask 
leave  to  report: 

While  they  would  not  object  to  the  deposit  in  the  archives  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  of  a  guide  to  the  work,  they  believe  that  the  present 
mode  of  diHseminatiog  it  is  contrary  to  the  ancient  rules  of  the  fra- 
ternity, as  it  is  substantially  equivalent  to  publishing  it  to  the  world. 

Frank  £.  Sleeper,  Sabatis,  Grand  Master. 

Ira  Berry,  Portland,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  Josiah  H.  Drummond  presented  the  report  on  correspond- 
ence, which  is  such  as  to  be  expected  from  so  able  a  writer  and 
jurist. 

In  reviewing  Alabama  he  gives  us  this: 

Bro.  Pillans  endorses  an  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Maryland, 
that  these  reports  should  be  passed  upon  in  some  way  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  before  publication.  We  do  not  concur  in  this,  because  it  is 
impracticable:  it  would  prolong  the  session  of  the  Grand  Lod|[e  in- 
definitely. The  reports  are  now  simply  the  productions  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  have  the  weight  which  their  mert/9  demand:  and  such  is 
the  sole  standard  by  which  they  should  be  gauged.  Undoubtedly, 
the  opinion  in  question  was  drawn  out  by  the  publication  of  some- 
thing of  such  a  character  that  it  should  not  have  been  allowed  in  the 
Proceedings  of  a  Grand  Lodge;  this  the  Committee  on  Publication 
should  prevent;  if  a  Committee  on  Correspondence  is  indiscreet 
enough  to  write  such  things,  the  Committee  on  Printing  should  not 
be  iudiscreet  enough  to  prhU  them. 

We  append  his  general  table  for  the  information  of  the  Craft: 
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MANITOBA,  1887. 

TbelVelfth  Anaaal  Comnmniaatinii  of  tbin  Ornnd Lodge  wasbeld 
on  9th  Febroiiry,  1887,  wilh  Bco.  Alfred  Peareon,  Grand  Master,  on 
the  Throne.  The  f^towth  of  Masoor;  within  this  juriadiction  was 
verj'  great  during  the  year,  and  the  Grand  Master  auys  "the  accefl- 
Blon  to  onr  raDks  out  number  an;  previons  year." 

From  the  Grand  Master's  address  we  take  the  followtog  aod  com- 
mend it  to  the  oonaidetation  of  onr  brethren; 

What  is  ft  Mason  ?    Not  the  clod 
Whose  thoughts  Dfl'er  rise  above  the  sod, 
Whoee  best  nmbitioa  is— to  know 
The  joys  that  from  the  senses  grow. 
What  is  R  Mason  ?    Not  the  slave 
To  passions,  that  will  dig  his  ftrave. 
Nor  ;et  the  miser,  hard  and  cold. 
Who  shnts  his  heart  to  all  bnt  gold. 
What  is  a  Masoa?    Not  the  hoand 
Who  boldly  treads  on  holy  gronnd. 
At  woman's  honor  dares  to  sneer. 
At  troth  divine  to  mock  and  jeer. 
A  Mason,  worthy  of  the  name. 
Can  never  stoop  to  gnilt  or  shnme. 
His  honor  is  bis  dearest  care. 
Fidelity,  his  jewel  rare. 
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He  issned  dispensations  for  conferring  degrees  out  of  time.  To 
allo^  the  ballot  to  be  again  passed  for  a  candidate  for  initiation  who 
had  been  rejected,  because  of  some  mistake  made  by  his  proposers, 
to  elect  and  install  officers  and  for  seven  new  lodges. 

And  as  he  informs  us— 

I  have  daring  the  year  issued  eight  (8)  Dispensations  for  lodges  to 
wear  regalia  at  Divine  service,  also  seven  (7)  to  wear  regalia  at  balls 
and  conversazione.  I  issued  these  Dispensations  with  a  good  deal  of 
hesitation,  for  it  has  come  nnder  my  observation  that  a  large  number 
of  Masons  turu  out  at  these  affairs  who  never  appear  on  Uie  floor  of 
the  lodge,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  as  if  the  only  use  these  brethren 
have  for  Masonry  is  when  they  have  an  opportunity  for  display. 

Yet  we  find  him  using  the  following  language: 

Having  given  you  a  detailed  statement  of  the  dispensations  I  have 
issued  duriug  the  year,  I  cannot  do  better,  I  think,  than  quote  the 
words  of  M.  W.  Bro.  Day,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Maine,  every  sentiment  of  which  I  endorse  most  heartily,  and  ^ould 
recommend  them  tp  your  most  earnest  conbidAration :  "There  seems 
to  be  an  idea  in  the  minds  of  not  a  few  brethren  (Masters  of  lodges, 
too,)  that  the  Grand  Master  has  power  to  sot  aside  for  the  time  being 
any  provision  of  the  book  of  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
that  in  their  case  he  ought  to  do  so.  I  have  tried  to  explain  that, 
while  the  Grand  Master  has  almost  unlimited  power  to  do  what  he 
thinks  best  for  the  good  of  the  whole  fraternity,  he  is  as  much  bound 
to  observe  and  obey  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  as  any 
member  of  a  subordinate  lodge;  in  fact,  more  so,  for  he  is  specially 
obligated  to  obey  them,  and  he  could  not  consistently  punish  others 
for  violating  laws  which  he  has  himself  disobeyed. "  Allow  me  also 
to  express  the  hope  that  the  brethren  in  future,  when  applying  for 
dispensations,  will  apply  only  for  such  us  are  not  a  clear  setting  aside 
of  the  Constitution,  ttiereby  relieving  your  Grand  Master  (being  a 
constitutional  one)  of  the  pain  of  having  to  refuse  to  allow  them  to 
issue. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  performed  by  a  "  Board  of 
General  Purposes,"  to  whom  all  matters  are  referred,  and  subse- 
quently upon  report  to  Grand  Lodge  is  either  approved  or  rejected. 

The  finances  seem  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition. 

Bro.  Thomas  Clark,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  William  G.  Scott,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

MABYLAND,  1886. 

The  One  Hundredth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  November  16th,  1886,  with  Bro.  George  L.  McCahan,  B. 
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W.  D.  Grand  Master,  in  tbe  East.  After  the  Grand  Lodge  was 
opened  tbe  Grand  Master,  Thomas  J.  Shryock,  was  notified,  when  he 
entered,  assnmed  the  gavel  and  was  saluted  with  the  grand  honors. 

Interest  in  Masonry  seems  to  have  been  revived  by  this  anniver- 
sary. 

The  Grand  Master,  after  alluding  to  the  various  changes  that  have 
been  witnessed  during  the  past  century,  says: 

But  whilst  all  around  changes  have  been  perpetually  going  on  in 
form  and  substance,  tenets  and  mission,  Masonry  has  not  changed. 
It  has  grown  from  a  small  to  a  larger  body,  but  that  is  all.  Improve- 
ment has  been  everywhere  in  that  century  of  time  save  here;  for  the 
truth  is  perfection  at  all  times  and  amid  all  changes.  Builded  upon  the 
immutable  foundation  of  Truth,  Love  and  Justice,  it  has  seen  the  old 
pass  away  and  the  new  adjust  itself  to  the  varying  caprices  of  an 
energetic  age,  while  it  alone  has  fitted  all  times,  all  seasons  and  all 
events.  Its  principles  being  perfect^  could  not  change;  its  truths  being 
immortal,  could  not  grow  old;  its  blessings  being  perennial  could  not 
stale.  And  so,  after  the  lapse  of  one  hundred  years,  we  meet  to-night 
to  commemorate  a  centennial;  to  bow  uncovered  before  the  memo- 
ries of  our  dead;  to  reverently  close  the  century  behind  us;  to  begin 
with  fresh  fervor  the  grander  century  before  us,  and  with  careful 
hands  and  dutiful  hearts  to  continue  tbe  work  committed  to  us 
through  all  the  centuries  that  have  tested  and  hallowed  our  beloved 
Ordei. 

From  the  oration  of  Bro.  J.  Morrison  Harris,  we  clip  the  follow- 
ing: 

In  one  sense  we  have  no  secrets,  and  I  sometimes  think  if  we 
went  out  for  proselytes  what  a  crusade  we  could  preach.  We  could 
tell  men  that  noblest  of  all  the  corner-stones  tbe  Craft  has  ever  laid 
is  that  on  which  its  fabric  is  built  up,  the  Word  of  God;  that  highest 
of  all  beliefs,  we  count  our  faith  in  Him,  and  holiest  of  all  human 
duties,  love  to  our  fellow-men;  that  we  embody  the  purest  demo- 
cratic type,  for  on  our  tessellated  pavement  all  are  equal,  and  royalties 
of  earth  stand  side  by  side  with  men  of  lowlier  station ;  that  pride 
and  wealth  lay  ofi^  their  emblems  at  our  outer  gate;  that  we  accord  no 
place  to  prejudice  of  caste,  nor  bitterness  of  creed,  nor  the  sharp 
wrangling  of  discordant  parties;  that  through  the  portals  of  temper- 
ance and  justice,  prudence  and  truth  wr-  seek  that  lofty  wisdom, 
man's  knowledge  of  himself;  that  clothed  with  humility  he  may  pass 
on  and  upward  in  the  development  of  intellectual  and  moral  life. 

Truly,  these  are  high  aims  and  noble  purposes;  perfectly  practiced 
the  age  would  be  millennial.  To  charge  tney  are  not,  is  but  to  say 
that  we  are  human.  Still  to  their  large  performance  we  can  point 
with  certainty  and  pride.  The  ear  of  Masonry  is  ever  open  to  the 
cry  of  genuine  distress;  from  its  hand  fall  constant  benefactions;  its 
strong  arms  embrace  the  helpless  and  lift  the  fallen  up;  into  count- 
less hearts  it  pours  the  balm  of  consolation;  its  electric  sympathy 
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girdles  the  earth  with  blessings;  with  traest  courage  it  fronts  the 
horrors  ot  the  battle-field,  and  in  the  face  of  loathsome  pestilence 
lifts  ap  the  banner  of  its  human  love. 

The  basiness  was  of  local  interest. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  declined  re-election  because  of  failing  health, 
and  the  Grand  Lodge  expressed  its  sympathy  with  the  deserving 
brother  by  resolution. 

Bro.  Thomas  J.  Shryock,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Medairy,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  portrait  of  the  latter  graces  the  initial  to  the  proceedings. 

We  have  also  an  advance  copy  of  the  semi-annual  communication 
held  on  May  10th,  1887,  and  opened  by  the  B.  W.  D.  Grand  Master, 
after  which  Grand  Master  Shryock  assumed  the  gavel  and  delivered 
his  address.  This  also  contains  the  centennial  proceedings.  The 
Grand  Master,  after  sketching  what  the  past  hundred  years  have 
wrought,  most  eloquently  says:   . 

In  the  bosom  of  that  one  hundred  years  are  buried  the  men  who 
figured  at  its  opening,  and  all  through  the  ages  generation  after  gen- 
eration have  come  and  gone,  bearing  Freemasonry  and  civilization  to 
the  place  they  now  ocoupy.  The  next  century  will  swallow  us  up, 
and  the  work  we  commemorate  to-day  will  be  faithfully  transmitted 
fiom  the  hands  of  the  fallen  to  the  dutiful  hands  that  are  to  convey 
it  on  from  time  to  eternity.  The  ceremonials  that  we  follow  at  this 
communication,  bridging  the  vast  chasm  of  one  hundred  years  to 
honor  the  men  who  started  this  Grand  Lodge,  will  be  repeated  one 
hundred  years  hence,  by  good  men  and  true,  in  commemoration  of 
our  display.  Like  a  benediction  over  our  graves  will  they  search 
down  through  the  century  gone  to  the  memories  behind  us. 

We  find  that  as  in  our  last  report  we  fancied  we  saw  a  shrinkage  of 
Masonry  within  this  jurisdiction,  yet  now  there  has  been  in  six 
months  a  very  large  increase. 

Bro.  Thomas  J.  Shryock,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  J.  H.  Medairy,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  £.  T.  Schultz  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  in 
which  we  find  reviewed  our  proceedings  at  the  communication  of 
1886.  In  his  introduction  he  gives  a  brief  history  of  the  origin  of 
committees  on  correspondence  and  a  list  of  the  chairmen.  In  this 
he  mentions  three  subjects  which  seem  still  to  be  agitating  our  Grand 
Lodges,  and  in  that  connection,  says: 

The  questions  ''Prerogatives  of  Grand  Masters,  "  Non-pay  ment  of 
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dnes,"  and  "Non-affiliates/*  engaged  the  atteotioD  of  the  writers 
forty  years  ago,  equally  as  much  as  at  the  present  day. 

While  the  Maryland  writers,  then  and  since  have  differed  in  opinion 
somewhat  regarding  the  two  latter  questions,  there  has  been  no 
uncertain  sound  in  Maryland.  '*The  decisions  of  Grand  Masters 
and  the  actions  of  the  Grand  Lodge  supporting  the  same,  present  an 
unbroken  line  of  precedents  in  favor  of  upholding  the  prerogatives 
of  the  Grand  Master  from  time  immemorial." 

Bro.  Shultz  says  that  a  burial,  installation  or  laying  a  corner  stone 
should  only  be  done  while  the  lodge  is  open,  so  that  when  it  leaves 
its  lodge  room,  it  has  not  been  called  off  either  to  refreshment  or  in 
any  other  way,  and  he  holds  with  Alabama,  that  in  the  burial  of  a 
brother  the  *' Lodge  should  hold  exclusive  control  of  the  funeral 
ceremonies  without  official  participation  of  any  other  body." 

From  the  conclusion,  we  copy: 

In  this  busy  go  ahead  age,  we  constantly  hear  brethren  say,  I  have 
no  time  to  read  noWf  I  am  loo  bu»y;  they  take  the  proceedings  of  their 
Grand  Bodies  home,  intending  to  read  them  at  a  convenient  season; 
they  put  them  on  a  top  shelf  carefvUy  in  their  library  and  mean  to 
read  them  when  they  are  bound  into  volumes,  but  never  do  so.  We 
say  to  such,  and  to  all,  if  instead  of  putting  these  books  on  the 
shelves  of  your  libraries,  have  them  lying  at  your  elbow  in  your 
homes,  where  you  lay  your  newspapers,  and  at  leisure  moments 
while  waiting  for  your  dinner  or  your  supper,  pick  them  up  and  read 
some  of  the  rich  thoughts  that  your  Correspondence  Reporter  has 
selected  for  your  delectation,  (no  matter  if  you  don't  read  wbat  he 
may  say),  and  our  word  for  it  you  will  become  interested  and  finally 
find  you  have  time  to  read  the  whole  book — try  it. 

Yes,  Brethren,  we  believe  that  this  is  a  good  recipe,  and  we  recom- 
mend you  also  to  try  ii.  If  reporters  thought  they  were  more  read 
by  their  brethren,  be  assured  their  labor  would  be  materially  light- 
ened. 

MASSACHUSETTS,   1886. 

This  grand  old  Grand  Lodge  held  its  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third 
Anual  Communication  on  December  8th,  1886,  with  .VI.  W.  Grand 
Master  Abraham  H.  Rowland  jr.,  presiding.  Masonry  is  doubtless 
not  only  alive  but  active  within  this  jurisdiction,  and  numbers  28,163. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Master  is  very  loni^,  covering  all  matters 
of  interest  to  our  brethren  of  that  jurisdiction.  In  it,  of  non-affili- 
ates, he  thus  speaks; 
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I  have  found  a  large  number  of  nnaffiliated  members  in  our  Order, 
who  allow  their  MaAonic  interests  to  lie  dormant  (save  when  reaping 
the  benefits  of  Lodge  banquets  and  festivals),  contributing  nothing 
towards  the  support  of  our  lodges,  neither  money,  influence,  nor  ex- 
ample. 

I  have  noticed  that  among  the  arguments  advanced  by  some  who 
advocate  the  establishment  of  new  lodges,  is  this,  viz:  the  affiliatioD 
of  the  non-afiiliated.  When  they  are  asked.  Why  are  these  brethren 
not  enrolled  as  members  of  lodges?— the  usual  reply  has  been,  that 
they  have  little  or  no  interest  in  any  existing  lodge.  When  these 
non-affiliates  see  a  list  of  offices  open  to  them,  through  the  proposed 
establishment  of  a  riew  lodge,  then,  as  thousjh  electrified,  tney  rush 
to  the  front  and  offer  themselves  willing  sacrifices  upon  the  altar  of 
their  own  aggrandizement.  All  such  Masoniy  argues,  with  me, 
against  the  establishment  of  new  lodges,  since  I  firmly  believe  that, 
when  the  flush  of  newness  shall  have  passed  away,  the  interest  of 
this  class  of  members,  who  have  reached  the  ends  they  sought,  will 
sensibly  diminish. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  confined  to  matters  of  local 
interest  only. 

At  this  communication,  which  is  styled  the  annual,  Bro.  Henry 
Endicott  was  elected  Grand  Master  and  Bro.  Sereno  D.  Niokerson 
Grand  Secretary,  and  at  what  is  styled  the  stated  communication, 
held  on  St.  John's  Day,  December  28th,  the  officers  elected  at  the 
annual  communication  and  those  appointed  were  duly  installed.  The 
Brethren  then  retired  to  refreshment,  "  The  Grand  Feast,"  at  which 
many  to.ists  were  drunk  and  many  grandiloquent  speeches  made. 

When  the  following  toast  had  been  duly  proposed  and  drunk,  and 
the  Brethren  had  resumed  their  seats,  the  ode  following  was  sung  by 
a  quartette : 

To  THE  WHOLB  Fbatehnitt,  whebesokveb  DISPERSED !  May  health, 
plenty  and  peace  abound,  and  every  moral  and  social  tie  cement  us. 

May  the  grace  of  our  patrons,  inspiring  each  mind, 

Their  example  of  virtae  renew; 
And  our  actions,  by  square  and  by  compass  defined. 

To  the  parallel  lines  shall  be  true. 

Ghohus. 

In  peace  rest  the  dead;  be  their  virtues  rehearsed; 

With  the  living  be  happiness  found; 
And  the  Craft  universal,  wherever  dispersed. 

With  Prosperity's  blessings  be  crowned. 

We  honor  the  Hero,  by  Heav'n  set  apart 
For  a  chief  in  Humauity's  cause; 
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Onr  Brother  11  lastrions;  the  fiiatin  each  heart 
That  is  true  to  onr  land  and  its  laws. 

Chobus. 

In  the  Grand  Lodge  Celestial  some  gather  to-night, 

Who  with  us  the  dark  pathway  have  trod; 
Only  partial  our  vision ;  they  walk  in  the  light 

That  surroundeth  the  chosen  of  God. 

Chobus. 
There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

MICHIGAN,   1887. 

The  Forty-third  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  January  25th,  1887,  Grand  Master  Michael  Shoemaker,  pre- 
siding. There  seems  to  have  been  a  reasonable  amount  of  work  done 
and  a  reasonable  increase  in  membership.  This  now  numbers  28,- 
470. 

The  Grand  Master  issued  dispensations  for  three  new  lodges; 
charters  were  granted  to  two. 

The  Grand  Master  recommends  the  reductiouof  Grand  Lodge  dues 
to 25  cents  per  capita. 

The  Grand  Master  drew  the  attention  of  Grand  Lodge  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  observance  of  Masonic  ceremonies  at  funerals.  He  stated 
that  it  WIS  claimed  that  the  performance  of  the  Knight's  burial  ser- 
vicee  diminishes  the  attendance  at  the  lodge,  and  a  further  grievance 
was  that  M.  Masons  not  being  Knights,  were  precluded  from  attend- 
ing. The  committee  to  whom  this  was  referred,  asked  until  the  next 
annual  communication  to  make  their  report 

Business  purely  local. 

Bro.  Bufus  C.  Hatheway,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Wm.  P.  Inres,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  as  usual  one  of  his  exhaustive  reports  on  cor- 
respondence, into  which  he  manages  to  throw  all  that  is  of  interest 
from  whatever  jurisdiction.  Alabama  for  1885  receives  full  consid- 
eration. We  had  hoped  for  some  notice  of  the  ri^port  of  the  com- 
mittee on  jurisprudence  of  our  Grand  Lodge  on  the  **power8*'  of  its 
Grand  Master,  but  find  none.  Whether  the  position  taken  is,  in  his 
opinion,  so  eminently  correct  as  to  need  no  comment;  or  whether  it 
is  so  absolutely  preposterous  as  to  deserve  none,  we  know  not.  But 
the  whole  affair  seems  to  have  knocked  the  wind  out  of  him. 

He  begs  Bro.  Sayre  to  remember  that  his  address  is  Grand  Bapids, 
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not  Detroit.  This  we  insert  here  becanse  we  know  Bro.  Sajre  will 
Ree  it  when  reading  proof. 

This  is  a  Tery  long  report,  covering  more  than  300  pages  in  type  so 
small  as  to  try  our  failing  eyes  at  night  too  much,  and  night  only  can 
we  at  present  devote  to  this  work. 

MINNESOTA,  1887. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  was  convened  in  the  Thirty-fonrth 
Aunaal  Commnnication  on  January  11th,  1887,  with  M.  W.  B.  H. 
Gove,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

Unfortunately  Bro.  Pierson's  table  furnishes  no  clue  to  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Craft,  unless  we  will  go  through  the  labor  of  footing  the 
various  columns. 

Dispensations  for  four  new  lodges  were  issued  by  the  Grand  Master, 
who  says  of  the  Craft  that  it  'Ms  prosperous  and  deserves  to  be  so." 

We  apprehend  that  much  of  what  the  Grand  Master  said  on  the 
subject  of  avouchment  is  as  applicable  to  other  jurisdictions  as  to 
his,  hence  we  give  it: 

THE  RIGHT   OF  AVOUCHMENT 

is,  I  believe,  the  most  abused  Masonic  right  we  have.  The  most  un- 
skilled Mason  is  the  first  on  his  feet  to  say  ''I  vouch  for  the  brother." 
I  personally  know  of  a  brother  who,  if  his  salvation  depended  upon 
it,  could  not  distinguish  a  Mason  from  a  Knight  of  the  Sun,  avouches 
for  more  Masons  than  all  the  other  members  of  the  lodge,  and  it  is  a 
large  one.  When  inquired  of,  by  the  Master,  if  he  had  ever  sat  with 
the  person  vouched  for,  answered  **  No."  Were  you  present  with  a 
number  of  brethren  having  the  charter  of  a  warranted  lodge  when  he 
was  examined  and  pronounced  to  be  a  brother?  Answered  "  No." 
When  asked  how  he  could  avouch  for  the  visitor,  how  he  knew  him 
to  be  a  Mason,  answered:  *' He  told  me  he  was  a  Mason.'*  This 
matter  having  been  brought  to  iny  attcLiion,  I  will  venture  to  sug- 
gest a  few  simple  rules  that  I  thiuk  ought  to  be  a  guide  in  this  right. 

Rules— \f  you  have  ever  sat  wiih  a  person  in  a  regular  warranted 
lodge  in  the  third  degree,  or  if  some  well-known  Mason  in  the  pres- 
ence and  hearing  of  the  person,  declares  to  you  that  he  has  sat  with 
him  in  a  lodge  of  Master  Masons,  or,  if  you  personally  examined  him, 
or  was  present  when  he  was  oiamined  under  special  authority  from 
the  Master  or  Wardens  acting  as  Master,  and  on  such  examination  he 
was  found  to  be  a  Mason,  and  was  not  under  the  sentence  of  suspen- 
sion or  expulsion,  and  was  in  communication  with  some  regular  lodge 
under  a  jurisdiction  with  which  we  have  correspondence,  and  frater- 
nal relations,  you  may  lawfully  avouch  for  him,  but  not  otherwise. 
It  is  necessary  that  you  know  the  person  vouching  to  be  a  Master 
Mason  himself. 

The  Deacons  nor  the  Worshipful  Master  should  take  the  aTouoh- 
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ment  of  any  but  well-skilled  brethren,  and  not  too  forward  to  avonch. 
Our  sanctaary  is  too  sacred  to  be  invaded  through  fraud,  and  assisted 
by  ignorance.  Private  examinations  are  not  to  be  encouraged,  except 
in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  and  then  only  with  the  prescribed 
form  and  by  those  well  skilled  in  the  art. 

Among  his  ^'questions  answered,"  we  find  the  following: 

2.  Another  by  the  same  lodge:  ''Is  it  necessary  when  a  lodge 
has  two  stated  commnnicationn  a  month  to  let  a  petition  lay  over  a 
fall  month  before  the  lodge  can  ballot  upon  it,  or  can  the  committee, 
if  they  wish,  report  at  the  next  regular  stated  communication?" 

Atiswer, — It  is  not  necessary  for  the  petition  to  lay  over  a  whole 
month  after  reference,  unless  your  by-laws  so  provide,  and  the  com- 
mittee can  and  ought  to  report  at  the  next  regular  at  the  furthcrest, 
unless  for  special  reasons  they  ask  further  time  and  the  request  is 
granted. 

Unless  there  be  some  constitutional  provision  on  this  subject  in 
Minnesota,  we  think  that  we  are  all  bound  by  the  same  "old  regula- 
tions" which  by  Art.  V.,  provides  that  **  no  man  can  be  accepted  a 
member  of  a  particular  lodge  without  previous  notice,  one  month  be- 
fore given  to  the  lodge;  in  order  to  make  due  inquiry  into  the  repu- 
tation and  capacity  of  the  candidate,  unless  by  a  dispensation." 

Mentioning  some  cases  of  a  lodge  which  had  been  receiving  the 
refused  material  of  other  lodges,  he  thus  speaks  of  "  perpetual  juris- 
diction:" 

Brethren,  I  deem  it  highly  probable  thit  this  disgraceful  scene 
would  never  have  been  enacted  had  that  good,  old-fashioned  doctrine 
of  perpetual  jurisdiction  never  been  departed  from  in  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction,  and  a  modern  one,  which  I  deem  unmasonic,  been 
adopted  at  the  session  of  this  Grand  Body  in  1878.  See  the  approved 
decisions  of  that  year,  page  21,  wherein  the,  to  me,  pernicious  heresy, 
is  asserted  that  a  profane  having  petitioned  to  a  lodge  and  been  re- 
jected may  apply  to  another  lodge  in  this  State  after  a  year's  residence 
in  its  jurisdiction  I  deem  this  doctrine  subversive  of  all  Masonry, 
and  the  very  corner  stone  on  which  the  structure  is  erected  is  re- 
moved and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  a  little  time  when  the  whole  edifice 
will  fall  in  irretrievable  wreck  and  ruin. 

But  the  committee  on  Masonic  jurisprudence,  to  whom  this  was 
referred,  differed  with  the  Grand  Master  and  reported  as  below, 
though  it  does  not  appear  that  any  action  was  had  by  Grand  Lodge 
on  their  report : 

Tour  committee  on  Masonic  jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
80  muob  of  the  M.  W.,  the  G.  M  's  address  as  relate  to  e^^clusive  aad 
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perpetuHl  jurisdiction,  having  considered  the  same  fraternally  report 
that  after  mature  deliberation  and  research  they  deem  the  theory  and 
rule  of  exclusive  and  perpetual  jurisdiction  an  innovation  upon  the 
constitution  and  ancient  landmarks  of  the  order,  as  well  as  violation 
not  only  of  the  independence  of  the  order  but  a  hindrance  to  the 
exercise  of  the  spirit  of  charity  for  an  applicant  who  may  have  once 
erred  and  an  obstacle  to  his  reform.  Its  adoption  will  enable  an  un- 
worthy brother  through  spleen  and  spite  to  strike  a  worthy  applicant 
for  life,  and  wherever  he  may  go  he  can  not  escape  the  -eflfect  pf  the 
blow.  Your  committee  deem  the  safeguards  thrown  around  our 
Masonic  citadel  by  our  constitution  and  the  ancient  landmarks,  viz: 
One  year's  residence  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  with  the 
qualifications  prescribed  with  due  inquiry  as  sufficient  guaranty  for 
the  protection  of  the  order.  Your  committee  recommend  that  the 
existing  regulations  as  to  the  qualifications  of  candidates  for  the  de- 
grees in  Masonry  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  be  maintained. 

He  recommends  that  a  bond  shall  annually  be  required  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer,  to  be  approved  before  their 
installation . 

He  denounces  the  so-called  **  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite 
for  the  United  States  of  America,  their  Territories  and  Depend- 
encies," Grand  Orient,  New  York,  under  the  C.  C.  of  the  Zuent,  the 
B.  B.  We  don't  know  what  this  is,  but  it  furnishes  an  opportunity 
for  the  Grand  Lodge  to  declare  what  degrees  beyond  the  M.  M.  de- 
gree shall  be  esteemed  so  Masonic  as  to  hIIow  of  connection  or  asso- 
ciatioD  therewith  by  its  members.  What  does  this  Grand  Lodge,  or 
what  can  any  Grand  Lodge  know  of  what  may  be  called  the  higher 
degrees.  If  no  effort  is  made  to  interfere  with  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  Grand  Lodge,  we  confess  our  inability  to  see  why  any  Grand 
Lodge  should  put  its  finger  in  the  pie.  The  fight  belongs  not  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  nor  are  its  subordinates  and  their  members  doing  any  ' 
thing  wrong  in  joining  any  society  of  whatever  name  that  infringes 
not  upon  the  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Of  frauds,  he  says: 

I  regret  to  say  that  some  of  this  numerous  family  have  escaped  the 
black  ball,  and  while  they  do  not  belong  to  the  Bourbon  family  they 
use  the  perfumery  of  that  name.  I  warn  the  craft  to  beware  of  them. 
Money  given  to  such  persons  is  worse  than  thrown  away..  Discount- 
enance them  on  all  occasions  and  at  all  times. 

The  genuine  brother  in  distress  should  be  allowed  to  pull  our  purse 
strings  as  his  needs  demands,  but  to  the  tramp  it  should  be  hermet* 
rically  sealed.  They  always  want  a  loan,  never  charity.  They  do  not 
call  it  a  forced  loan,  but  it  generally  partakes  of  that  character.  One 
who  informed  me  that  he  could  return  the  loan  the  same  week,  when 
informed  by  the  committee  that  it  was  my  judgment  he  should  tele- 
graph his  well-to-do  relative  to  telegraph  the  funds  to  him,  in  the 
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politest  and  most  bland  manner  to  the  committee  he  bid  me  depart 
forthwith  and  by  the  shortest  route  to  Sheol,  a  la  the  new  version. 
With  this  class  I  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  the  Great  Physician, 
who  healed  ten  lepers;  not  even  one  has  returned  to  give  thanks. 

This  address  is  full  of  interesting  and  at  times  startling  matter. 

Bro.  John  H.  Brown,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  A.  T.  0.  Pierson,  Grand  Secretary. 

This  last  again  as  usual  presented  the  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
sister  Grand  Lodges,  among  which  we  find  Alabama  for  1886. 

In  his  introduction  he  thus  speaks  to  his  Brethren,  but  all  may 
heed  it: 

Brethren,  we  can  not  too  strongly  urge  upon  you  to  read  these  re- 
ports, not  because  we  desire  to  impress  yon  with  our  opinions,  but 
because  they  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  wisest  and  most  zealous 
craftsmen  in  the  various  jurisdictions;  but  because  you  will,  as  they 
are  printed  year  by  year,  find  something,  some  decision,  of  general 
interest;  some  opinion,  some  incident,  applicable  to  a  condition  of 
matters  in  your  own  lodge;  because  you  will  get  information  not 
obtainable  from  any  other  source 

We  give  you  a  clipping  from  this  report  which  every  one  of  my 
Brethren  will  recognize  as  of  almost  daily  occurrence  to  each  of  us, 
and  because  the  advice  contained  in  it  should  be  treasured  by  each  of 
us,  and  remembered  and  acted  upon: 

How  much  heart-burnings,  misery,  disgrace,  would  be  saved  if 
brethren  would  remember  and  practice  the  latter  portion  of  the  old 
fifteenth  point,  *  Advise  of  all  approaching  danger,'*  instead  of  vio- 
lating the  first  part  of  the  point,  which  reads:  **  Will  not  speak  evil," 
etc.,  by  giving  publicity  to  faults,  or  imagined  faults,  enjoining  secrecy 

by  **I  tell  you  *on  the  square!'  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  Bro. 

is  in  a  bad  way;  he  drinks  too  much  !  he  gambles  !!  he  treats  his 
family  badly  ! ! !  "  etc.,  etc.,  leaving  a  bud  impression  upon  the  mind 
of  the  hearer,  and  yet  can't  investigate,  because  ho  has  been  told  ''on 
the  square." 

We  have  dwelt  so  long  with  Minnesota  that  we  must  perforce  bid 
adieu  to  our  esteemed  Brother. 

MISSISSIPPI,  1887. 

On  February  9th,  1887,  there  was  opened  in  ample  form  the  Sixty- 
ninth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  by  M.  W.  B.  T. 
Kimbrough,  Grand  Master.    We  find  a  very  material  decrease  in  the 
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membership  daring  the  year.  The  committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Order  say,  however,  'Hhe  oondition  of  the  institntion  of  Freemasonry 
in  thiH  Grand  Jurisdiction  is  quite  satisfactory."    They  add,  however, 

It  is  quite  refreshing  and  really  comforting,  inspiring  your  com- 
mittee, as  we  believe  it  will  the  entire  membership  with  new  hope,  to 
note  the  indications  for  a  great  revival  of  interest,  prosperity  and 
usefulness  of  the  Order  in  the  near  future. 

Promptness,  earnestness  and  zeal  are  exhibited  all  along  the  line, 
except  in  a  few  places,  where  the  brethren  are  somewhat  apathetic. 

The  Grand  Master  reported  a  lodge  as  working  after  the  arrest  of 
its  charter,  and  suggested  that  this  be  referred  to  a  committee  for  a 
report,  but  we  find  none. 

Mississippi  has  placed  herself  fairly  of  record  adverse  to  any  Ma- 
sonic convention,  although  this  may  be  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
a  Masonic  Congress  with  advisory  power  only. 

We  are  delighted  at  the  financial  condition  indicated  by  the  fol- 
lowing from  the  Grand  Secretary's  report: 

The  indebtedness  at  the  openin<^  of  the  last  Grand  Communication 
was  $086.74;  but  thanks  to  the  judicious  retrenchments  recommended 
by  your  able  finance  committee,  and  so  heartily  approved  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  our  financial  condition  is  much  improved,  and  if  the 
present  basis  of  receipts  and  disbursements  is  not  disturbed,  there 
appears  to  be  no  reason  why  the  Grand  Lodge  cannot  continue  to  be 
comfortably  self-sustaining.  The  prompt  and  systematic  manner  in 
ffrhich  all  business  was  despatched  at  hist  Communication,  enabled 
the  Grand  Lodge  to  complete  its  labors  in  two  days.  As  a  financial 
result,  the  pay-roll  of  last  session  was  $1,042  12— the  attendance  of 
Representatives  being  only  one  less  in  1886  than  in  1885.  The  dif- 
ference was  not  altogether  in  pei  diem,  but  included  savings  in  com- 
mittees and  in  appropriations  usually  included  in  the  pay-roll.  The 
printing  account,  I  am  especially  pleased  to  state,  is  $265.60  less 
than  for  the  year  1885,  and  less  than  in  any  year  for  the  past  twenty. 

Bro.  E.  Geo.  DeLap,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  J.  L.  Power,  Grand  Secretary. 

Hro  A.  H.  Barkley,  P.  G.  M.,  made  the  report  on  correspondence, 
and  in  his  review  we  find  Alabama  for  1885.  Of  the  proposition  for 
a  Masonic  congress  he  says: 

This  old  issue  is  again  thrust  upon  the  Masonic  world,  bat  for 
what  special  purpose,  or  what  good  can  grow  out  of  it,  we  are  nnable 
to  divine.  If  to  legislate  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  Craft  the 
world  over,  we  should  object;  inasmuch  as  each  Grand  Lodge  is  sov- 
ereign and  competent  to  take  care  of  its  own  affairs,  within  its  own 
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jurisdiction.  It  might  be  constitated  the  exponnder  of  international 
laws,  inasmuch  as  it  would  have  for  its  object  the  same  end  contem- 
plated in  the  establishment  of  such  a  code. 

Alabama  receives  a  full  share  of  his  attention. 

MISSOURI,  1887. 

The  proceedings  of  the  sixty-seventh  annual  communication  held 
on  the  11th  October,  1887,  have  come  to  hand.  M.  W.  Geo.  R.  Hunt, 
Grand  Master,  presided.  During  the  year  he  granted  dispensations 
for  eleven  new  lodges.  From  this  circumstance  we  infer  that  Ma- 
sonry is  flourishing  in  the  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  submitted  this  proposition  to  the  Grand  Lodge: 
'*A.  M.  M.  becomes  addicted  to  strong  drink  until  his  life  is  a  re- 
proach to  Masonry,  and  before  he  is  dealt  with  by  the  lodge  he  dies. 
Now  is  he,  technically,  in  good  standing?"  On  this  the  committee 
on  junaprudeoce  say: 

We  are,  however,  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  a  Mason  should  not 
be  irieti  for  drunkenness,  or  any  other  offense,  after  hit  death  j  and 
much  less  should  a  dend  Brother  be  deprived  of  Masonic  burial 
withotU  trials  when  ample  opportunity  therefor  existed  dunng  his  life. 
Our  laws  deal  with  the  living,  and  not  the  dead.  The  question  in 
actual  practice  ought  never  to  arise,  and  cannot  if  the  lodge  does  its 
full  duty. 

However,  if  a  lodge  receives  the  dues  from  a  Brother,  grants  him 
all  the  privileges  of  Masonry  during  his  life,  and  holds  him  out  to 
the  world  as  one  of  the  Craft,  it  ought  not,  after  shirking  its  duty  to 
an  unfortunate  Brother,  dishonor  his  memory  and  cast  odium  upon 
his  family  by  inflicting  punishment  upon  his  lifeless  corpse.  It  is 
wrong  in  principle  and  bad  in  practice  It  deprives  a  Mason  of  the 
right  of  burial  without  trial,  and  encourages  looseness  in  the  exer- 
cise of  discipline  by  the  lodges.     Such  a  rule  should  not  prevail. 

Should  not  the  lodge  have  sooner  acted  ?  If  he  was  in  sufficiently 
good  standing  to  continue  a  member,  surely  he  should  be  so  esteemed 
for  burial.  Such  a  case  but  exposes  the  weakness  of  the  lodge  which 
has  permitted  such  conduct  to  go  unpunished. 

The  Grand  Master  also  drew  attention  to  the  position  of  saloon 
keepers,  and  in  a  circular  to  the  lodges  instructed  them  to  enforce 
the  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  which,  he  contended,  classed  all 
snch  as  guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct.  He  also  arrested  the  charters 
of  some  lodges  for  being  in  contempt  on  this  subject.  The  commit- 
tee to  whom  this  matter  was  referred  reported  iu  favor  of  the  Grand 
Master  s  construction   of  the  law,  but  one  member  presented  a  mi- 

4: 
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nority  reported  opposiDg  such  rigid  construction.  The  Grand  Lodge, 
however,  by  a  tremendous  majority,  on  a  call  of  the  lodges,  sus- 
tained the  Grand  Master.  To  thus  single  out  any  one  calling  in  life 
authorized  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  so  punish,  appears  to  us  far 
from  the  proper  purposes  of  Masonry. 

The  Masonic  Home  is  receiving  liberal  support  in  subscriptions 
from  the  various  Masonic  bodies  and  from  individual  Masons.  And 
in  reply  to  some  remarks  of  ours  last  year  upon  this  subject,  the 
committee  on  correspondence  makes  this,  wo  hope,  well  founded 
boast: 

At  the  present  writing  our  **Home"  fund  may  be  counted  as  $45,000 
in  cash,  and  nearly  as  much  in  well-secured  pledges.  We  hope  for 
$100,000  by  our  Grand  Lodge  meeting  in  October.  With  Kentucky 
zeal  for  a  score  of  years,  and  the  same  success  as  realized  during  our 
first  effort,  Missouri  will  pass  all  competition  in  the  great  race  of 
doing  good.     Oh,  for  a  million  of  dollars! 

W.  M.  Williams,  Booneville,  Grand  Master. 

John  D.  Vincil,  St.  Louis,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  Grand  Secretary  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  review- 
ing the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1886.  In  this  he  speaks  highly 
of  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Harris,  and  makes  many  extracts. 
Below  we  give  one,  with  his  comments: 

A  Mason  is  judged  by  the  company  he  keeps.  That  member  who 
seeks  and  keeps  the  company  ot  the  low,  the  vulgar,  the  obscene,  the 
blasphemer,  the  drunkard,  the  black  leg,  the  libertine,  the  slanderer, 
will  bring  reproach  upon  the  order  he  has  espoused.  In  Masonry, 
as  in  all  social  life,  evil  communications  will  corrupt  good  morals. 
Therefore,  being  an  institution,  based  upon  every  moral  precept,  we 
cannot  be  too  cautious  in  our  words,  our  actions,  our  associations; 
remembering  that  we  are  a  component  part  of  a  great  Brotherhood, 
each  dependent  on  the  other  for  the  maintenance  and  elevation  of  a 
high  character.     What  affects  a  part,  affects  the  entire  body  Masonic. 

I  copy  the  above  for  the  reason  that  it  contains  sound  sense,  cor- 
rect reasoning,  healthy  doctrine  and  true  Mtisonic  principles;  as 
such,  1  want  to  commend  it  to  all  who  may  see  this  report.  The 
associations  of  men  inevitably  determine  their  moral  whereabouts; 
give  them  a  classification  from  which  there  is  no  appeal,  and,  as  a 
rule,  settle  their  future.  It  were  well  if  many  of  the  members  of  this 
great  Brotherhood  could  be  brought  to  realize  that  their  conduct  dis- 
franchises thorn  from  the  recognition  and  association  of  good  men 
and  true.  '*Non-intercourse"  is  a  doctrine  that  has  been  proclaimed 
and  put  in  force  more  than  once  by  Grand  Lodges  in  this  country, 
respecting  those  who  were  regarded  as  transgressors  of  given  laws. 
Being  a  law  unto  myself,  I  have  long  practiced  ''non-lnteroourse*' 
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concerning  those  who  ''keep  the  company  of  the  low,  the  vulgar,  the 
obscene,  the  blasphemer,  the  drunkard,  the  libertine,  the  slanderer," 
for  the  reason  that  those  who  prefer  such  association  could  not  enjoy 
my  company,  and  I  surely  could  not  sympathize  with  their  preference 
and  taste.  If  such  will  not  reform  their  lives,  and  become  fit  for  de- 
cent companionship,  let  them  be  joined  to  their  idols  Hnd  herd  to- 
gether. They  do  not  deserve  the  recognition  of  that  element  of  moral 
and  social  life  from  which  they  ostracize  themselves.  The  sentiment 
above,  uttered  by  the  Alabama  Grand  Master,  should  be  universally 
inculcated.  This  writer  has  spoken  and  published  similar  senti- 
ments for  a  quarter  of  a  centuiy,  and  his  voice  and  pen  will  never 
cease  the  warfare  while  vice  infests  the  Institution  and  degrades  its 
membership.  Vice  has  benefited  none,  but  cursed  all  it  has  touched. 
Those  professing  the  moralities  of  Masonry  cannot  afford  to  tolerate 
its  presence  and  influence.     Reform  or  quit. 

We  find  again  a  slnr  on  the  position  of  our  Grand  Lodge  as  to  the 
prerogatives  of  a  Grand  Master,  but  no  argument,  unless,  as  we  sup- 
pose, one  is  meant  by  showing  that  Grand  Master  Harris  declined  to 
exercise  his  powers  because  there  were  no  reasons  **  assigned  show- 
ing the  urgency  by  which  I  could  determine  whether  it  was  meritori- 
ous or  not."  And  the  committee  approved  his  action,  because  the 
Grand  Master  is  to  exercise  a  discretion.  If  his  duties  in  such  case 
had  been  determined  by  a  written  instrument,  then  there  would  have 
been  no  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  discretion;  no  use  for  his  pre- 
rogative. 

He  well  says,  **if  Masonry  is  anything,  it  is  morality.  Divested  of 
this  it  becomes  a  mockery,"  and  that  the  institution  has  a  mission. 
**  That  mission  is  for  the  world's  elevation,  improvement  and  happi- 
ness." 

MONTANA,   1886. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  6th  October,  1886,  with  M.  W.  Joseph  A.  Hyde,  Grand 
Master,  presiding.  The  membership  is  now  1,298,  being  64  more 
than  at  last  report. 

The  Grand  Secretary  scolds  the  lodges  for  their  inattention  to  daty 
like  an  old  woman,  yet  without  doubt  he  is  right,  and  particularly 
when  secretaries  are  paid  as  in  most  lodges  for  their  services,  this 
negligence  should  not  be  tolerated.  We  always  sympathise  with  and 
pity  our  Grand  Secretary  at  annual  communications,  so  much  has  to 
be  done  on  one  day  which  might  as  easil}'  have  been  forwarded  to 
him  earlier,  that  he  might  have  the  record  ready  for  the  Grand 
Lodge.     Hear  him,  however: 
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There  is  no  perceptible  improvement  in  the  matter  of  making  re- 
turns of  snbordinate  lodges,  elections,  or  of  the  more  important 
returns  for  the  Masonic  year,  that  ends  September  1st.  Only  15 
lodge  elections  were  reported  at  all,  and  at  this  writing,  on  the  eye  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Qrand  Lodge,  only  16  retnms  are  received,  and 
only  ten  have  paid  their  dnes,  but  the  information  contained  in  the 
retnms  it  is  important  to  have  in  advance,  and  nothing  can  be  done 
with  the  material  till  it  is  all  received.  As  the  secretaries  of  most,  if 
not  all  the  lodges,  are  paid  for  their  services,  it  would  be  right  to  fine 
each  lodge  delinquent  in  making  their  returns,  or  either  of  them,  five 
dollars,  and  the  lodge  would  see  that  the  Secretary  did  his  duty  or 
paid  the  fine.  It  is  puerile  to  call  attention  to  the  subject  year  after 
year,  and  have  nothing  done.  Bannack  Lodge  No  16  deserves  the 
credit  of  being  the  first  to  make  its  annual  returns  this  year. 

Immediately  after  the  closing  of  the  last  communication  the  Grand 
Master  granted  a  dispensation  to  twenty -one  Masons  for  a  new  lodge, 
and  at  this  he  reports  the  surrender  of  its  dispensation  without  having 
done  any  work. 

On  intemperance  and  profanity,  he  thus  writes: 

While  total  abstinence  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  has  not 
been  inculcated  by  our  Order,  temperance  in  their  use  certainly  has 
been.  We  are  a  fraternity;  we  profess  to  bear  each  other's  burdens; 
we  are  our  brother's  keeper.  I  would  suggest  in  all  brotherly  kind- 
ness, and  without  any  disposition  to  be  censorious,  whether  or  not  a 
brother  in  our  order  is  living  up  to  his  professions,  when  engaged  in 
the  sale,  as  a  beverage,  of  intoxicating  liquors.  May  he  not  cause 
some  worthy  brother  to  stumble  and  fall?  May  he  not  cease  to  be  a 
brother  to  some  poor,  weak  craftsman— but  a  false  guide  that  shall 
conduct  him  down  the  path  of  destruction,  where  the  wages  will  be 
sorrow  and  misery,  rather  than  up  to  the  Grand  Master  in  whom  we 
all  put  our  trust?  The  same  may  be  said  in  a  great  measure  in  refer- 
ence to  gambling.  If  all  Masons  could  be  induced  tn  discontinue 
and  discountenance  the  use  of  one  and  practice  of  the  other,  they 
would  bring  untold  happiness  to  themselves,  their  families  and 
frieuds  and  to  the  world  at  large. 

The  Grand  Lodge  is  sound  financially. 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  following  as  its  enunciation  of  its 
principles  and  views  touching  the  Louisiana  Interuational  Code: 

Resoh'td,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Montana, 
assents  to  and  approves  the  following  general  principles  of  Masonic 
law,  and  agrees  to  govern  herself  thereby  in  all  her  dealings  and  in- 
tercourse with  other  Masonic  jurisdictions  that  will  recognize  and 
abide  by  the  same: 

1.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana  formed  by  and  representing  only 
lodges  conferring  the  three  degrees  E.  A.  F.  C,  and  M.  M  ,  and  the 
auxiliary  degree  of  P.  M.,  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  will  not  assume 


188/.)  APt>ENDlX.  6S 

to  pass  upon  the  claims  of  any  other  organizations  whether  claiming 
to  be  Masonic  or  otherwise,  or  dictate  to  the  members  of  its  lodges, 
what  other  associations  or  organizations  they  may  connect  themselves 
with,  so  long  as  its  rightful  and  exclusive  control  of  Blue  lodge  Ma- 
sonry is  not  infringed  or .  interfered  with,  or  the  allegiance  of  its 
members  perverted. 

2.  Lodges  under  whose  local  jurisdiction  any  sojourning  Mason 
Khali  commit  any  Masonic  oifense,  shall  have  concurrent  jurisdiction 
to  try  and  punish  therefor,  with  the  lodge  in  which  the  offender  holds 
membership. 

3  Any  person  whose  application  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry  has 
once  been  rejected  in  a  lodge  of  one  Grand  Jurisdiction,  who  has 
permanently  removed  to  another  grand  juris«1iction  and  has  resided 
therein  continuously  for  not  less  than  one  year,  may  petition  anew 
without  being  required  to  secure  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction. 

4.  Should  any  matter  of  difference  or  contention  arise  between 
her  and  any  sister  jurisdiction,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana  agrees 
to  submit  the  matter  to  friendly  arbitration  and  will  not  resort  to 
edicts  of  non-intercourse. 

5..  No  Masonic  Lodge,  organization  or  member  shall  make  or  seek 
to  enforce  a  claim  for  reimbursement  for  money  or  services  bestowed 
as  masonic  charity,  except  by  special  and  positive  agreement  at  the 
time  the  money  was  loaned  or  servicer*  rendered. 

About  the  examination  of  candidates  for  advancement,  we  find  the 
following  action  had: 

In  answer  to  inquiries  from  several  members  as  to  the  propriety  of 
examining  candidates  for  advancement  at  special  communications,  it 
was  on  motion  of  the  Grand  Secretary  voted  to  be  the  sense  of  this 
Grand  Lodge,  that  an  examination  of  a  candidate  at  either  a  special 
or  regular  communication,  is  sufficient  compliance  with  our  law. 

On  this  subject  there  appears  to  have  been  a  diversity  of  opinion, 
for  Bro.  A.  D.  McPherson,  D.  D.  G.  M.,  of  one  of  the  districts,  re- 
ported a  lodge  in  the  following  language: 

It  appears  that  at  a  special  meeting  held  December  30th,  1885,  Bros. 

H.  F.  Batchelder  and  Wm.  H.  Cotant,  were  examined  as  to  their  pro- 
ficiency in  the  E.  A.  Degrees.  This  should  in  all  eases  be  done  at  a 
regular  communication. 

The  rule  in  Alabama  is  the  same  as  that  claimed  by  Bro.  McPher- 
son. 

Bro.  Samuel  Word,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Cornelius  Hedges,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  Hedges  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing  Ala- 
bama for  1885.  Of  our  report  on  the  powers,  &c.,  he  says,  **a  very 
sound  and  conservative  opinion." 
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Of  the  difficulty  between  Quebec  and  Great  Britain,  he  sayB: 

As  to  the  Quebec  controversy  it  is  not  deserving  oC  the  geiienl  at- 
tention that  it  seems  to  attract,  and  least  of  all  calls  for  edicts  of 
non-intercourse.  If  nothing  were  said  or  done  we  believe  the  desired 
end  would  be  most  speedily  and  pleHSHUtly  reached,  so  it  is  eminently 
a  case  to  let  severely  alone.  If  anything  were  to  be  done  further  it 
should  be  by  way  of  arbitration. 

NEBRASKA,  1887. 

The  proceedings  of  this  Grand  Lodge  at  its  Thirtieth  Annual  Com- 
munication, held  on  June  15th,  1887,  with  Bro.  Charles  K.  Contant, 
Grand  Master,  in  the  East,  is  before  us. 

We  are  greatly  gratified  at  the  increase  in  membership  during  the 
year,  it  having  been  716,  making  the  membership  7,377. 

Ten  new  lodges  which  had  been  chartered  at  the  previous  com- 
munication, were  constituted,  and  dispensations  issued  for  nine  new 
lodges  during  the  year. 

It  appears  from  one  of  the  decisions  of  the  Grand  Master  that  a 
member  of  a  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  can  not  "dimit  except  for 
the  purpose  of  joining  another  lodge,  or  to  assist  in  forming  a  new 
lodge." 

The  Grand  Master  submitted  to  Grand  Lodge,  as  a  question  of 
moment  to  the  fraternity  generally,  the  character  of  the  Ancient 
Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis.  This  arose  upon  an  application 
of  one  of  the  lodges  as  to  the  Masonic  standing  of  one  Calvin  C. 
Burt,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  was  referred  by  it  to  the  committee 
on  jurisprudence.  When  so  referred,  a  voluminous  correspondence 
between  the  Grand  Secretaries  of  Neb^iska  and  Michigan,  showing 
that  Burt  was  an  expelled  Mason,  went  into  their  hands.  When  their 
report  came  before  the  Grand  Lodge,  it  was  in  these  words: 

No.  6.  As  to  the  Masonic  standing  of  Calvin  C.  Burt,  your  commit- 
tee is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  of  an  expelled  Mason.  With  the 
Ancient  Egyptian  Masonic  Rite  of  Memphis  we  have  nothing  to  do. 

Thus  dodging  the  question  submitted. 

The  Grand  Lodge  recoiumeDded  the  Grand  Master  to  attend  the 
Masonic  Convention  to  be  held  in  Chicago. 

There  was  an  oration  on  the  mission  of  Masonry  by  Bro.  Wm.  H. 
Munger,  which  is  printed  with  the  proceedings,  though  not  delivered 
because  of  the  inability  of  the  orator  to  be  present. 

Resolutions,    looking  to  a  home  for  the  education   of    indigent 
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children  and  the  care  of  indigent  lyiasonri,  were  introduced  and 
adopted,  and  five  thousand  dollars  nppropriated  towards  the  par- 
chase  of  a  proper  site. 

The  business  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  local  in  its  character,  save 
that  of  displaying  their  earnestness  in  the  determination  to  provide 
for  infirm,  indigent  Masons,  and  orphan  children.  May  they  suc- 
ceed, **and  the  blessing  of  Israel's  God  be  with  them." 

Bro.  Edgar  J.  Hull,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  William  R.  Bo  wen,  Omaha,  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  1887. 

The  twentieth  annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  26th  day  of  April,  1887,  R.  W.  Harry  Beckwith,  D.  Grand 
Master,  presiding,  it  being  impossible  for  the  Grand  Master,  John  V. 
Ellis  to  be  present.  The  Grand  Master  sent  his  address,  how- 
ever, which  was  read  by  the  D.  Grand  Master.  In  it  we  have  an 
unmistakable  and  definite  opinion  (which  we  fully  coincide  with)  in 
relation  to  the  Masonic  Congress,  at  that  time  being  proposed.  We 
copy: 

A  joint  circular  has  been  issued  by  the  Grand  Masters  of  Minne- 
sota, Llinois,  Ohio,  Iowa,  and  the  Indian  Territory,  calling  a  ''Grand 
Convention,"  to  be  held  in  Chicago  on  22d  June,  and  to  include  the 
summer  St.  John's  L)ay,  the  special  object  of  which  is  to  take  into 
consideration  matters  of  concern  to  the  Craft,  and  cbipfly  the  right 
claimed  for  some  bodies,  not  Grand  Lodges,  to  establish  private 
lodges.  Whatever  may  be  our  feelings  with  regard  to  the  particular 
subjects  to  be  discussed  at  such  a  meeting,  and  howt  ver  desirable 
may  be  an  interchange  of  views  by  well-informed  Masons  on  these  or 
any  subjects  connected  with  our  Craft,  I  question  very  much  the  advi- 
sability of  such  a  meeting,  unless  distincily  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Lodges,  and  then  only  for  the  consideration  ot  definitely  proposed 
and  clearly  stated  subjects.  I  do  not  know  what  inherent  power 
Grand  Masters  and  Past  Grand  Masters  possess  to  hold  such  conven- 
tions, or  whether  the  power  is  confined  to  them,  or  whether  Masters 
and  Past  Masters  of  Lodges,  or  even  private  Masons,  may  not  also 
hold  similar  couventions.  Certain  it  is  that  the  Grand  Lodges  exist- 
ing to-day  are,  each  one  within  its  own  jurisdiction,  possessed  of  full 
and  ample  powers  for  all  purposes  of  sovereignty,  and  no  convention 
can  add  to  or  take  from  these  powers. 

The  address  shows  that  notwithstanding  an  increase  in  work  there 
is  a  decrease  in  membership,  resulting  from  the  members  being 
struck  from  the  rolls  for  non-payment  of  dues.  This  scourge  Of 
Masonry  affecta  our  Brethren  there  as  well  as  here.    Can  no  cure  be 
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found  for  it?  Doubtless  the  negligeDce  and  iuattentioii  of  bad  sec- 
retaries has  muf  h,  very  much  to  do  with  it.  Careless  officials  make 
careless  workers,  and  if  a  little  effort  were  made  by  the  secretaries 
from  time  to  time  to  collect  the  dues  as  they  became  due,  would  pre- 
vent many  a  brother  from  becoming  so  indifferent  to  his  good  name 
as  to  allow  his  name  to  be  dropped  for  so  paltry  a  cause.  Should  not 
Masons  be  as  sensitive  of  their  financial  honor  as  the  merchant? 

The  Grand  Lodge  postponed  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Federal  District  of  Mexico,  although  it  expresses  itself  as  **glad  to 
find  that  practical  progress  is  being  made  toward  some  solution  of 
the  want  of  unity  which  regretably  obtains  in  Mexico."  Also  that  of 
Porto  Rico  for  further  information. 

M.  W.  James  McNichol,  Grand  Master. 

E.  W.  Edwin  J.  VVetmore,  Grand  Secretary. 

No  report  on  correspondence. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1887. 

The  ninety-eighth  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  State  was  held  on  May  18th,  1887,  with  Grand  Master  William 
R.  Burleigh  presiding.  The  returns  show  a  moderate  increase  in 
membership. 

In  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master  there  seems  a  mere  speck  upon 
the  harmonious  correspondence  between  this  Grand  Lodge  and  that 
of  Vermont  which  may  (yet  we  hope  not)  become  a  cloud  of  magni- 
tude sufficient  to  interrupt  that  harmony  which  has  heretofore  ex- 
isted between  them.  This  Grand  Lodge  claims  an  invasion  of  its 
jurisdiction  by  that  of  Vermont  which  Grand  Jiodgo  has  denied. 
This  matter  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  who 
made  a  very  lengthy  and  complete  report  on  the  subject  of  domicile, 
on  which  the  claims  rest,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Resolvedf  That  the  Grand  Master  of  New  Hampshire  be  instructed 
to  send  to  the  Grand  Master  of  Vermont  an  attested  copy  of  this 
report,  and  respectfully  request  that  he  take  the  necessary  steps  that 
due  reparation  may  be  made,  and  the  harmony  heretofore  so  cordial 
and  so  desirable  be  preserved  between  the  Grand  Lodges. 

And  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vermont,  at  its  communication  held  on 
June  15th,  within  less  than  a  mouth  later,  when  the  matter  was 
again  brought  to  their  attention,  adopted  the  report  of  a  special  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  which  contained  the 
following  closing  remarks: 
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If,  however,  certain  alleged Jads  which  they  assumed  to  be  trne  actu- 
ally exist,  then  the  result  of  our  coDclusioDS  would  undoubtedly  be 
different  from  those  arrived  at  when  the  matter  was  before  us  one 
year  ago. 

That  the  truth  may  be  known  to  appear,  so  that  no  injustice  shall 
be  done,  but  strict  and  impartial  justice  be  meted  out,  your  commit- 
tee would  respectfully  ask  that  they  have  permission  to  investigate 
the  subject-matter  of  this  complaint  during  the  vacation,  and  make 
report  to  the  next  annual  communicatfon  ot  this  Grand  Lodge;  and 
to  that  end  they  may  have  power  to  send  tor  persons  and  papers, 
and  that  all  persons  obedient  to  this  jurisdiction  shall  obey  their 
summons. 

We  hope,  therefore,  where  both  bodies  seem  to  be  actuated  by  the 
same  most  charitable  and  Masonic  feelings,  that  our  next  reports  will 
find  complete  harmony  restored. 

There  is  a  growing  balance  on  hand   yearly  in  the  financial  report. 

The  Grand  Lodge  recognized  the  Grand  Lodges  of  South  Aus- 
tralia and  New  South  Wales,  and  invite  fraternal  correspondence. 

In  a  case  where  a  lodge  brought  to  trial  and  expelled  a  member  for 
the  non-payment  of  money  obtained  as  a  loan  from  another  member, 
the  committee  on  trials  and  appeals  very  properly  make,  among 
others,  the  following  remarks: 

If  it  is  to  be  permitted  to  try  brethren  and  expel  them  for  not  pay- 
ing debts  contracted  in  their  usual  line  of  business,  the  Grand  Lodge 
would  soon  become  a  colleciion  burran,  and  have  such  a  multitude 
of  cases,  and  such  an  infinite  variety,  that  it  would  have  to  establish 
a  court  of  claims  and  sit  the  year  round,  with  countless  creditors 
harrying  thither  to  present  demands  against  their  debtors,  and  ask- 
ing the  Grand  Lodge  to  invoke  its  high  powers  to  expel  them  and 
consign  them  forever  to  Masonic  infamy  because  they  do  not  pay 
their  debts,  etc.,  although  not  created  upon  fraternal  pledges  or  by 
reason  of  Masonic  faith  or  tokens.  To  what  end  would  such  a  prac- 
tice lead?  The  suggestion  answers  itself.  It  is  manifestly  outside 
the  province  of  Masonic  law,  and  if  entered  upon  would  do  more  to 
disrupt  the  organization  than  all  the  strength  of  the  institution 
could  withstand. 

Bro.  William  Eussell  Burleigh,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  George  P.  Cleaves,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  A.  S.  Wait  again  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  re- 
viewing therein  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1885. 

Concurring  heartily  in  the  decisions  of  Grand  Master  Bankhead, 
he  thus  expresses  his  opinion  of  the  report  on  the  Powers,  Jbc.,  of 
the  Grand  Master: 

To  our  minds  the  reasoning  of  the  committee  is  unanswerable  from 
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any  true  Masonio  poiDt  of  view,  and  we  ooncar  fully  in  the  conclu- 
sion rencbed.  We  commend  this  admirable  report  to  the  attentive 
consideration  of  the  brethren. 

Quoting  a  ruling  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Louisiana  on  the  inherent 
right  of  visitation,  he  comments  as  follows.  We  give  the  quotation 
as  well  as  comment: 

I  replied  that  the  inherent  tight  of  visitation  was  denied  in  our 
jurisdicti<»D  by  edict  93;  and  that  the  admission  of  a  visitor  to  a  lodge 
was  an  act  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  W.  M.,  who  should  be  satis- 
fied of  his  good  standing  as  a  paramount  consideration. 

This  ruling  was  approved  by  the  committee  on  Masonic  Law  and 
Jurisprudence,  whose  report  was  adopted  by  the  grand  body 

It  thus  appears  that  among  our  brethren  of  Louisiana  visitation  is 
not  regarded  as  a  right,  but  is  treated  altogether  as  a  matter  of  cour- 
teHy,  and  is  allowed  in  any  given  case  only  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Master  of  the  Lodge.  We  much  prefer  this  rule  to  that  which  pre- 
vails in  some  Bister  grand  jurisdictions,  where  it  is  held  that  any 
member  of  a  lodge  has  a  right  arbitnirily  to  exclude  a  visitor,  and 
that  the  W.  M  has  no  power  to  interfere  in  such  a  case.  Practically 
we  think  wrong  would  seldom  be  done  by  the  doctrine  of  our  breth- 
reu  of  Louisiana.  Perhaps  the  results  woul>i  rarely  be  different 
from  those  where  visitation  is  held  primarily  as  a  right,  but  sabject 
to  the  power  of  the  Master  in  a  case  calling  for  his  interposition. 
We  prefer  the  theory  however  of  the  latter  doctrine,  as  it  seems  to 
us  more  in  consonance  with  that  of  the  universality  of  our  institu- 
tion. 

We  give  below  one  more  extract  from  this  admirable  report  from  so 
able  a  writer.  It  is  on  the  late  action  of  Quebec  cutting  off  all  Ma- 
sonic intercourse  with  those  of  obedience  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England: 

A  Grand  Lodge  may,  doubtless,  deeming  itself  to  have  received  an 
affront  justifying  it,  withdraw  from  relations  of  social  amity  with  a 
sister  grand  body  — may  refuse  to  be  represented  near,  or  receive  a 
representative  from  it.  To  do  this,  unless  in  the  most  extreme  cir- 
cumstaDces,  we  think  oughttobesafficiently  shocking  to  the  ordinary 
Masonic  mind,  but  for  it  to  declare  the  entire  membership  of  a  grand 
masonic  jurisdiciion  beyond  the  pale  of  Masonry,  is,  in  our  opinion, 
ulira  vires  and  maHOuicully  void,  and  it  ought  to  be  so  held  and  treated 
by  all  Masons.  Such  an  act  is  at  once  destructive  of  that  funda- 
mental and  most  vital  of  the  principles  of  Masonry,  its  universality. 
It  was  for  no  such  purpose  nor  the  accomplishment  of  any  such  end 
that  the  Grand  Lodges  were  formed,  and  they  have  no  right  to  use 
the  great  trusts  con  tided  to  them  for  any  such  purpose.  We  there- 
fore deny  the  validity  or  binding  force  of  this  edict  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Quebec  anywhere,  or  over  any  class  or  body  of  Masons. 
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That  it  can  be  enforced  over  its  own  members  by  expulsion  or  other 

penalties  sufficiently  severe  to  accomplish  the  purpose,  of  course  is 

not  questioned;  but  when  that  is  done  the  Masonic  rectitude  of  the 

act  is  as  far  as  ever  from  being  established,  and  it  is  that  which  we 

deny. 

We  may  be  found  to  stand  alone  in  the  view  we  hold  upon  this 

question,  but  we  entered  Masonry  with  far  higher  imprei^sions  of  the 

character  of  the  institution  than  this  edict,  if  accepted  by  the  craft 

in  general  as  lawful,  would  impress  upon  it. 

•  ••*•*  •  •  •• 

Aside  from  subjects  of  charitable  interest,  that  one  which  has 
chiefly  commanded  attention  is  the  unhappy  relations  existing  be- 
tween the  Grand  Lodges  of  Quebec  and  England,  which  we  have  had 
occasion  to  notice  in  our  comments  upon  the  transactions  of  the 
former  body  It  seems  apparent  that  the  extreme  measures  of  our 
brethren  of  Quebec,  first  in  declaring  non-recognition  of  the  three 
English  lodges  in  Montreal  and  non-intercourse  with  their  members, 
and  later  in  interdicting  intercourse  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Englatid 
and  its  whole  membership,  has  not  thus  far  been  attended  with  the 
beneficial  results  which  it  was  hoped  would  follow  from  them,  and 
the  difficulty  seems  as  far  from  a  settlement  as  at  the  beginuing. 
What  is  to  be  the  outcome  of  the  controversy  is  not  easy  to  foresee. 
The  sympathies  of  American  Masons  seem  altogether  with  our  breth- 
ren of  Quebec,  but  as  to  the  course  properly  to  be  pursued  by  Grand 
Lodges,  the  preceding  review  of  their  transactions  indicates  that 
there  is  not  entire  unanimity. 

NEW  JERSEY,  1887. 

On  the  25th  January,  1887,  there  was  opened  in  ample  form  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  special  communication  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating 
the  centennial  annivers  try  of  its  existence.  Grand  Master  Gougdon 
presided,  and  in  his  address  appears  this  paragraph: 

And  now  we  reach  the  point  where  the  milestones  mark  the  hun- 
dredth year  of  this  auspicious  r»areer.  The  road  turns  off  abruptly 
here,  and  we  may  not  know  what  lies  before.  God  beneficently  per- 
mits man  to  contemplate  the  past,  to  dwell  with  recollections  sweet 
upon  the  happy  days  flown  by,  to  profit  by  the  experience  developed 
in  the  journey  from  the  cradle  toward  the  point  where  he  is  to  **  lay 
aside  the  mortal  garb;*  but  the  road  as  yet  untraveled  is  obscured  as 
by  mist  and  fog,  and  is  not  for  him  to  penetrate,  save  as  it  opens  step 
by  step. 

We  recommend  our  brethren  to  read  the  historical  records  of  both 
this  Grand  Lodge  and  that  of  Maryland,  which  also  celebrated  its 
centennial  witLin  a  f'^w  months  of  each  other,  and  they  may  find 
much  to  strengthen  them  in  their  purpose,  the  more  particularly 
when  they  shall  have  learned  through  what  trials  they  passed  only  to 
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come  oat  with  renewed  strenii^th,  beiDg  actuated  by  the  purest  of 
principle.  Past  Grand  Master  Henry  R.  Cannon,  who  gave  the  his- 
torical essay,  very  beaatifnlly  remarks  on  this  sabject: 

The  simple  story  of  my  pages  discloses  a  fidelity  to  principle  and  a 
constancy  nnder  adverse  and  dispiriting  experiences,  which,  in 
retrospect,  the  Craft  in  New  Jersey  may  well  recall  with  pride  and 
legitimate  exnltation.  Through  good  report  and  through  evil  report, 
in  the  face  of  unjnst  calumny  and  vindictive  misrepresentation, 
triumphant  alike  over  the  mistakes  of  zealous  and  unwise  friends  and 
the  venomous  attacks  of  prejudiced  and  uninformed  foes,  it  has  suc- 
ceeded in  demonstrating  its  tidelity  to  the  great  underlying  principle 
of  the  Fraternity — '*of  one  blood  God  made  all  nations  and  countries 
and  peoples  of  the  earth."  From  the  acorn  planted  in  pre-Kevola- 
tionary  days  has  grown  the  mighty  oak,  whose  protecting  shelter  to- 
day rejoices  and  invigorates  many  a  weary  traveler  on  life's  toilsome 
and  laborious  journey.  As  we  look  back  upon  the  long  pathway  we 
have  trod,  no  lapse  from  pledged  faith,  no  deviation  from  the  straight 
course  of  integrity  and  honor,  no  sacrifice  of  truth  to  expediency, 
protrude  their  unwelcome  presence  upon  the  wide-extended  landscape 
over  which  the  eye  of  retrospect  ranges  and  rests:  The  record  of  the 
past  has  been  made  up,  and  the  book  is  closed.  Not  by  ns  in  this 
generation  can  its  entries  be  erased.  To  us  are  committed,  in  God's 
providence,  the  custody  and  {protection  of  the  honor  and  interests  of 
the  Craft  in  our  day  and  generation .  For  as  the  toil— God  grant  that 
there  may  be  for  us  also  tbecroiArn. 

From  this  pamphlet  we  find  that — 

In  1839  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Alabama  requested  each  Grand  Lodge 
to  elect  one  delegate,  to  meet  in  convention  in  March,  1842,  at  Wash- 
ington, **for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  a  uniform  mode  of 
work  throughout  all  the  lodges  of  the  United  States."  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Jersey  took  no  action  upon  this  tequest. 

This  convention  met  in  March,  1H42,  and  recommended  ''that  every 
Grand  Lodge  in  the  United  States  appoint  one  or  more  hkillfnl  Broth- 
ers, to  be  styled  Grand  Lecturers,  who  shall  meet  and  agree  upon  a 
course  of  instruction  necessary  and  proper  to  be  imparted  to  the 
lodges  and  to  the  fraternity  in  their  several  jurisdictions,  and  who 
shall  be  required  to  convene  at  some  central  place,  at  least  ooce  in 
each  year,  to  compare  their  lectures  and  correct  variations.*'  They 
recommend  that  the  first  meeting  should  be  held  at  Baltimore  on  the 
second  Monday  in  May,  1843.  i  he  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey  did 
not  appoint  a  delegate  to  this  convention. 

This  convention  did  so  meet  and  we  presume  adopted  some  agreed 
system  for  uniformity  of  work,  because  the  Grand  Master  of  New 
Jersey  noticed  the  want  of  such  uniformity,  bnt  expressed  the  hope 
that  this  '*has  been  remedied  by  the  convention  held  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  in  May  last. " 
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Ad  oration  was  made  by  Past  Grand  Master  H.  Wallis,  and  many 
beantifnl  speeches  were  delivered  at  the  banquet,  from  which  we 
make  a  few  extracts : 

It  has  been  said  that  "All  that  is,  is  right."  Probably  few,  if  any, 
of  us  would  accept  this  statement  in  its  broad,  unqualified  sense.  It 
contains,  nevertheless  a  germ  of  truth.  While  it  is  certainly  true 
that  a  mere  existence  is  not  of  itself  any  proof  of  righteousuess,  it 
is  equally  true  -and  a  truth  that  we  are  all  bound  to  accept— that  a 
vigorous,  aggressive  existence,  continued  through  many  years,  in 
Bpite  of  opposition,  ridicule  and  persecution,  is,  of  itself,  evidence  — 
and  persuasive  evidence  — of  an  inherent  righteouHuess.  To  believe 
otherwise  would  be  unreasonable;  it  would  be  distrusting  the  om- 
niscience of  the  .\Imighty,  and  would  evidence  a  loss  of  faith  in  that 
sense  of  right  so  firmly  implanted  in  man. 

It  would  be  unieasonable,  because  our  reavson  teaches  us  that 
everything  inherently  bad  cntains  within  it  the  elements  of  its  own 
destruction.  It  would  be  distrusting  divine  omniscience,  because  it 
cannot  be  that  a  God,  whose  purpose  it  is  to  do  good  to  men,  would 
suffer  the  continued  existence  of  a  thing  absolutely  and  irredeomably 
harmful.  And  the  sense  of  right,  in4ierent  in  man,  would  render  the 
long-continued  existence  of  such  an  institution  impossible. 

Judged,  then,  simply  by  the  fact  of  the  duration  and  character  of 
the  institution.  Free  Masonry  has  within  it  some  elements  of  absolute 
good.  Its  existence  to-day,  after  the  mighty  changes  it  has  witnessed 
in  all  around  it,  is  an  all  sufficient  proof  that  it  has  in  the  past  com- 
mended itself  to  the  better  judgment  of  men,  aud  has  earned  and 
received  the  blessing  of  Go  I  Of  all  human  institutions  it  is  the 
most  venerable.  Its  traces  are  found  through  the  whole  realm  of 
history.  In  the  guilds  of  the  English  wv)rkmen,  in  the  Stein metzen 
of  the  Germans,  and  in  the  Companionage  of  Franco,  institutions 
existing  at  the  very  dawn  of  written  history,  we  find  the  certain  pro- 
genitors of  modern  Free  Masonry.  But  these,  in  their  writings  and 
traditions,  all  point  backward  to  some  original  type  from  which  they, 
too,  had  derived  their  peculiar  customs  and  ceremonies.  In  this 
originial  type,  whatever  it  may  have  been  -and  its  origin  and  char- 
acter are  involved  in  impenetrable  mystery  -is  found  the  origin  of 
the  institution  whose  organized  existence,  for  one  hundred  years  in 
New  Jersey,  we  celebrate  to-day. 

Again  — 

Masonry  demands  from  its  votaries  an  abiding  faith  in  God,  as  the 
Father  of  us  h11;  but  it  requires  no  further  test  of  orthodoxy.  It  does 
not  require  his  assent  to  humanly-devised  formula*  to  secure  his  ad- 
mission within  its  fold.  Ii  requires  the  brotherhood  to  accept  the 
Bible  as  **  the  rule  aud  guide  for  its  faith  and  practice;"  it  does  not 
require  his  acceptance  of  it  as  an  accurate  historical  record  or  a  cor- 
rect scientific  treatise.  It  accepts  and  teaches  the  equality  of  all 
men  —but  only  in  the  sense  that  they  have  equal  right  to  work  out 
their  own  destiny,  and  that  they  are  equally  entitled  to  be  protected 
in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  th.»t  which  they  have  obtained; 
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bat  it  reprobateR,  with  all  its  force,  that  false  idea  of  equality  that 
woald  pull  every  man  down  to  the  lowest  and  the  vilest  in  the  com- 
munity. 

And  still  another  — 

But  secrecy  has  and  does  pervade  every  institution,  human  and 
divine. 

Under  the  old  Jewish  dispensation,  which  is  commended  to  ns  by 
the  Bible,  revered  by  both  Masons  and  their  detractors,  we  learn  that 
the  sanctum  sanctorum  was  closed  to  all  except  the  High  Priest;  that 
none  might  penetrate  its  secrets  but  he,  and  that  only  on  the  rare 
occasions  prescribed  by  the  Jewish  ritual.  We  also  learn  that  the 
other  parts  of  the  sacred  temple  were  set  apart  for  the  priests  alone. 
The  Jiwish  priesthood,  then,  the  type  of  Christianity,  was,  in  the 
strictest  sense,  a  secret  organization;  and  this  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Almighty. 

Again,  we  are  taught  by  Holy  Writ,  that  our  petitions  to  God  shall 
be  in  secret  and  behind  the  closed  door;  and  that  when  engaged  in 
the  most  ennobling  of  all  pursuits — that  of  extending  help  to  others— 
we  should  not  let  our  left  hand  luiow  what  our  right  hand  doeth. 

Further,  secrecy  pervades  all  institutions  among  men,  and  is  the 
most  pronounced  in  the  holier  and  better  of  them. 

With  one  more  we  desist: — 

History  grows  where  we  stand.  The  mysteries  of  Free  Masonry 
are  inwrought  with  each  step  of  the  bleedins  feet  that  trod  these 
streets  in  raising  the  column  of  liberty;  each  step  is /narked  by  sub- 
lime illustrations  of  the  mysteries  of  Free  Masonry.  There  are  but 
two-  two  only— all  the  rest  is  but  the  drapery  that  surrounds  them. 
The  first  is  love  to  God,  the  second  love  to  universal  man. 

The  annual  communication,  with  Grand  Master  Joseph  W.  Gong- 
don,  in  the  East,  it  being  the  one  hundreth,  was  held  on  the  26th 
January,  1887.  The  Craft  appears  sufficiently  prosperous,  though 
we  regret  to  nee  ^k)  great  a  number  suspended  for  N.  P.  D. 

Routine  business  only  was  before  it. 

Hobert  M.  Moore,  Grand  Master. 

Joseph  H.  Hough,  Grand  Secretary. 

B.  W.  Bro.  James  A.  Norton  presented  the  report  on  correspond- 
ence, noticing  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  for  1885.  He  makes  a 
liberal  extract  from  the  report  on  the  powers  of  Grand  Master,  but 
gives  no  token  of  his  views  there  anent,  save  that  he  styles  it  an  able 
paper. 


1887.]  APPENDIX.  63 

NEW  MEXICO,  1886. 

The  ninth  nnnnnl  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  opened 
in  ample  form  by  Grand  Master  Max  Frost  on  the  9th  of  November, 
1886  A  reasonable  growth  of  the  order  in  this  Territory  is  apparent 
from  the  returns. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  exhaustion  of  the  funds  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  the  publication  of  the  compilation  of  the  **laws, 
edicts,  decrees  and  decisions"  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  recom- 
mended an  a-ssessment  of  50  cents  per  capita,  which  was  adopted. 

He  also  recommended  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
Federal  District  of  Mexico  and  Lower  California,  which  was  done. 

And  a  resolution  of  non-intercourse  with  the  lodges  in  Quebec 
holding  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  was  adopted  on 
his  recommendation. 

Bro.  C.  N.  Blackwell.  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  A.  A.  Keen,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  the  report  on  correspondence.  Alabama  re- 
ceives fraternal  notice.  In  reference  to  our  HCtion  relating  to  the 
application  for  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict of  Mexico,  he  says: 

Action  upon  the  petition  of  the  Grand  L'^dge  of  the  Federal  Dis- 
trict of  Mexico  was  deferred.  We  think  Alabama  should  have  recog- 
nized this  Grai\d  Lodge.  New  Mexico  has  and,  being  a  near  neigh- 
bor and  fully  acquMinted  with  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  can  vouch  for 
the  wisdom. 

Now  that  we  are  apprised  of  the  peculiar  illness  that  has  befallen 
our  late  Representative  near  that  Grand  Lodge,  most  keenly  sensi- 
tive have  become  our  sympathy  and  deeply  do  we  regret  that  dark- 
ness has  fallen  upon  the  mental  eyes  and  oblivion  on  the  mental 
faculties  of  our  friend  and  brother,  David  J.  Miller. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  1886. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales 
as  occurring  at  the  various  quarterly  communications  from  June, 
1885,  to  June,  1886,  and  also  of  its  Board  of  General  Purposes. 

We  were  decidedly  amused  at  the  position  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Arizona  was  put  at  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes, 
held  on  June  10th,  1885,  by  the  following  action  of  the  board,  which 
was  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  on  10th  September,  1885,  and 
which  reads  as  follows; 
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R.  Wor.  Bro.  P  J.  Howe  ioformed  the  board  that  he  had  read  in 
a  recent  report  of  thf*  proceedings  of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Ari- 
zona that  the  Grand  Lodge  had  postponed  the  recognition  of  New 
South  Wales;  he  considered  this  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona,  as  that  Grand  Lodge  had  applied  to 
New  South  Wales  for  recognition,  which  was  accorded,  and  he  was 
nominated  as  its  representative. 

Grand  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  Arizona  on  the  subject. 

Oh,  Consistency!  indeed  thou  art  a  jewel. 

But  on  the  other  hand  we  are  greatly  surprised  at  a  further  resolu- 
tion of  this  board,  also  approved  by  the  Grand  Lodge  at  the  same 
time,  making  two  black  balls  necessary  for  rejection  of  a  candidate 
instead  of  one.  We  do  not  deny  the  right  of  a  Grand  Lodge  to  make 
such  alterations  in  the  old  regulations  as  it  may  deem  advisable, 
provided  they  do  not  attack  a  landmark  We  are  aware  how  difficult 
it  is  to  define  all  the  landmarks  of  Masonry,  yet  we  are  greatly  in- 
clined to  think  that  the  provision  which  gives  to  one  black  ball  the 
power  to  exclude  should  be  esteemed  as  such.  Art.  VI  of  the  Old 
Regulations  requires  unanimity  for  election,  and  is  exceedingly  sen- 
sitive upon  the  subject.  For  it  goes  on  to  say:  *'Nor  is  this  inhe- 
rent privilege  subject  to  a  dispensation;  because  the  members  of  a 
lodge  are  the  best  judges  of  it;  and  because  if  a  turbulent  member 
should  be  imposed  on  them  it  might  spoil  their  harmony,  or  hinder 
the  freedom  of  their  communication,  or  even  break  and  disperse  the 
lodge,  which  ought  to  be  avoided  by  all  true  and  faithful  brethren." 

Is  not  this  the  making  of  an  "innovation  in  the  body  of  Masonry'* 
by  this  Grand  Lodge.  There  are  not  wanting  writers  of  great  ability 
and  standing  in  the  Masonic  world  who  do  class  this  requirement  of 
unanimity  in  the  ballot  Hsa  landmark  Witness,  Mackey,  Lockwood, 
McKorkle  and  perhaps  others.  We  fear  this  is  a  very  bad  move. 
Then,  after  election,  what  becomes  of  an  objector,  or  will  it  be  ne- 
cessary for  two  to  object  to  receive  attention.  This  is  the  worst 
cheapening  of  Masonry  of  which  we  have  ever  yet  heard. 

The  order  is  certainly  growing,  for  many  new  lodges  are  made,  but 
in  the  absence  of  a  tabular  statement  we  have  no  certain  method  of 
determining. 

Dr.  Harmon  J.  Tarrant,  Grand  Master. 

Nicholas  Weeks,  Grand  Secretary. 

There  was  a  report  on  correspondence,  by  the  Grand  Secretary, 
and  this  time  we  find  Alabama  for  1885  in  it.  We  are  pleased  to  find 
that  the  application  to  England  for  concurrent  jurisdiction  wa«i  re- 
considered. 
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'  Since  the  above  was  written  we  have  learned  of  the  death  of  the 
Grand  Secretary,  to  whom  perhaps  this  Grand  Lodge  owes  more 
than  to  any  other  of  its  members.     Peace  be  with  him! 

NEW  YORK,  1887. 

The  one  hundred  and  sixth  annual  communication  of  this  Grand 
Lodge  was  presided  over  and  opened  by  Grand  Master  Frank  R. 
Lawrence  on  June  7th,  1887. 

The  Craft  in  this  State  numbers  72,113  and  the  number  of  lodges 
715.     An  empire  in  itself. 

Four  dispensations  for  new  lodges  were  issued  during  the  year. 
And  in  this  connection,  the  Grand  Master  says: 

In  the  judgment  of  your  Grand  Muster,  the  utmost  care  should  be 
taken  to  avoid  an  undue  expansion  of  our  numbers,  either  through 
the  erection  of  new  lodges  or  the  admission  of  new  members.  If 
any  serious  danger  menaces  the  future  prosperity  of  our  institution, 
it  IS  here.  The  number  of  lodges  is  already  sufficiently  great,  and 
should  only  be  increased  for  exceptional  and  sufficient  reasons,  such 
as  are  believed  to  exist  in  the  four  instances  to  which  reference  has 
been  made. 

He  was  not  in  favor  of  the  Masonic  Congress  to  be  held  in  Chicago 
last  summer,  and  thus  speaks: 

The  fraternity  throughout  the  United  States,  if  not  nil  over  the 
world,  is  at  the  present  time  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  prosperity  and 
most  peaceful  repose.  The  relations  between  the  various  Grand 
Lodges  upon  this  continent  are  fraternal  and  intimate,  and  are  ca- 
pable, through  the  system  of  Grand  Lodge  representation  now  in 
vogue,  and  the  excellent  work  of  cc»mmittees  on  foreign  correMpond- 
ence,  of  being  made  as  close  as  can  be  desired.  Undei:  existing  cir- 
cumstances, it  is  highly  questionable  whether  the  proposed  conven- 
tion is  not  likely  to  be  more  disturbing  than  beneficial. 

He  arrested  the  charter  of  a  lodge  for  having  desecrated  its  altar 
by  introducing  into  the  fraternity  **men  whose  lives,  occupations 
and  associations  were  lawless,  disreputable  and  vile;"  and  which  if 
not  known  to  the  members  ''were  of  such  common  notoriety 
that  any  fair  degree  of  investigation  must  have  disclosed  them." 
Many  of  these  he  had  brought  to  trial  and  expelled,  as  were  also  the 
Master  of  the  lodge  and  his  predecessor. 

The  debt  on  the  Temple  is  most  rapidly  being  paid  off,  and  the 
Grand  Master  rejoices  thus — 

5 
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Happy  and  glorioas  will  be  the  day,  when,  with  this  debt  paid,  onr 
fraternity  rises  once  more  to  its  full  stature,  untrammeled  by  any 
obligation. 

But  this  work  means  more  than  the  mere  payment  of  the  debt;  it 
means  even  more  than  the  erection  of  the  Asylum,  sacred  and  cher- 
ished though  that  objnct  is.  It  means  the  awakening  of  the  noblest 
impulses,  and  the  mingling  of  all  the  Craft  in  exalted  purposes, 
which,  when  accomplished,  will  but  point  the  way  to  future  labors 
even  broader  and  higher. 

Onr  number  is  vast,  our  jurisdiction  is  broad,  onr  capacity  for  use- 
fulness is  large  beyond  expression.  Yet,  believe  me,  brethren,  onr 
fraternity  is  only  truly  great  when  its  giant  strength  is  conseciated 
to  the  service  of  the  Lord;  and  greatest  of  all  when  our  many  thou- 
sand ernftsmen,  sw.ayed  by  a  single  purpose,  move  forward  in  anison 
to  the  fuliillment  of  labors,  merciful  and  righteous,  such  as  this. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Belief  is  an  exceedingly  interesting 
document.  Its  usefulness  is  displayed  not  only  in  the  number  of 
indigent  relieved,  but  in  the  large  number  of  Masonic  tramps  ex- 
posed. Since  its  organization  on  September  1st,  1885,  no  less  than 
285  frauds  and  unworthy  applicants  have  been  discovered,  exposed 
and  published. 

Bro.  Frank  R.  Lawrence,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  was  presented  by  Bro.  Jesse  B.  An- 
thony, one  of  the  committee,  on  behalf  of  the  chairman,  John  W. 
Simons,  from  whose  pen  we  suppose  it  emanates.  The  Proceedings 
of  our  Grand  Lodge  for  1886  appear  in  it.  We  copy  in  full  a  decis- 
ion of  Grand  Master  Harris,  with  the  reporter's  comments,  because 
of  ourself .  We  entirely  agree  with  Bro.  Simous,  and  indeed  we 
thins  that  the  rule  as  enunciated  by  the  Grand  Master  is  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  usage  of  the  jurisdiction.  We  find  no  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  confirming  the  position  : 

<'An  applicant  petitions  a  lodge  for  initiation  and  is  rejected;  after- 
ward he  petitions  a  sister  lodge,  and  said  sister  lodge  asks  the  former 
lodge  for  permission  to  confer  the  degrees  on  said  applicant  In  snch 
a  case  does  Section  11  of  the  Constitution  mean  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  lodge,  or  a  majority  present  at  any  communication  ? 

**  Jleld.  -  A  majority  of  all  the  members  of  the  lodge,  and  not  simply 
a  majority  of  the  members  present,  unless  that  majority  is  composed 
of  the  entire  lodge." 

This  finding,  though  undoubtedly  in  accord  with  the  written  law 
of  Alabama,  nevertheless  places  those  who  are  habitual  m)n-attt:nd- 
aiits  on  a  par  with  those  who  seek  to  discharge  one  of  the  first  duties 
of  membership  by  habitual  presence  at  the  meetings  of  the  lodge. 
We  can  readily  imagine  how  wrong  might  be  accomplished  at  a  alim 
meeting  of  a  lodge,  but  that  would  not  be  so  much  the  fault  of  those 
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present  as  that  of  the  absentees  for  any  reason,  or  for  no  reason  at 
all.  Moreover,  a  discreet  Master  always  has  it  in  his  power  to  prevent 
wrong-doing  by  refusing  to  entertain  a  question  when,  in  his  judg- 
ment, a  fair  expression  of  the  lodge  cannot  be  had  when  there  is  a 
markedly  large  roster  of  absentees.  We,  therefore,  respectfully  dis- 
sent from  the  proposition  th.it  a  majority  vote  can  be  fairly  construed 
to  mean  a  majority  of  the  whole  lodge. 

His  opinion  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  is  indicated 
in  the  following: 

Scotland  has  torty-eight  lodges  under  its  District  Grand  Lodge  in 
New  South  Wales,  none  of  which  took  part  in  the  formation  of  the 
so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  and  this  fact  alone 
shows  how  slim  are  the  foundations  on  which  the  spurious  body 
claims  to  rest. 

We  give  the  special  report  of  the  committee  entire  for  the  informa- 
tion of  our  Brethren,  only  adding  that  Grand  Lodge  adopted  the 
resolutions  appended: 

SPECIAL   BEPOBT. 

The  matter  of  the  Quebec-Englaud  difficulty,  and  the  recognition 
of  various  so-called  Grand  Lodges  in  Mexico  and  Spain  having  been 
referred  to  this  committee  for  examination,  we  propose  to  discharge 
that  duty  in  this  place,  in  order  that  the  attention  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  may  be  drawn  thereto,  apart  from  matters  considered  in  the 
foregoing  pages. 

In  his  annual  address  last  year.  Grand  Master  Lawrence  very 
clearly  stated  the  history  of  the  difficulty  existing  in  Quebec,  which 
rests  entirely  on  the  fact  that  three  lodges  in  the  city  of  Montreal, 
creaird  by  warrants  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  years  before 
the  Gr.ind  Lodge  •  f  Quebec  came  into  existence,  refused  to  parti ci- 
piite  in  the  formation  of  the  Quebec  Grand  Body,  or  to  give  up  their 
allegiance  to  the  Parent  Body,  whereupon  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Que- 
bec declares  the  lodges  clandestine  and  irregular,  and  has  suspended 
official  relations  with  England. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  Quebec  Grand  Lodge  has  been  promptly 
and  cheerfully  recognized  as  a  just  and  legally  constituted  Grand 
Lodge,  and  that  its  jurisdictional  limits  are  coincident  with  the 
political  lines  of  the  Province  within  which  it  is  located,  and  hence, 
that  no  act  of  Masonic  sovereignty  can  now  be  inaugurated  therein 
without  its  consent.  Up  to  this  point  we  are  all  agreed,  and  the  argu- 
ment is  reduced  to  the  question,  whether  there  is  any  known  Masonic 
law  under  the  operations  of  which  just  and  regular  lodges  hailing 
from  a  reco<4nized  and  unquestionable  authority,  and  at  the  time  of 
their  formation  in  possession  of  vacant  territory,  can  be  forced  to 
give  up  their  existence  or  change  their  allegiance  except  by  the  exer- 
cise of  their  own  free  will  and  accord.     To  say  that  they  ought  to  do 
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80  in  the  intereRts  of  peace  and  good  Masonic  government  is  a  non 
sequituTj  which  no  one  is  di-posed  to  question;  but  when  it  is  asserted 
they  musl  do  so  we  come  to  the  very  marrow  of  the  disagreement 

After  long,  patient  examination  of  the  various  journals  and  acts  of 
Grand  Lodges  this  committee  is  free  to  sav  that  it  has  found  nothing 
of  greater  weight  than  opinions  which,  however  plausible,  are  not 
law,  and  to  us  it  seems  that  the  solution  of  the  difficulty  is  to  be 
sought  in  fraternal  persuasion,  not  in  edicts  of  non-intercourso, 
which  accomplish  little,  if  anything,  except  to 

**More  embrail  the  fray." 

Under  this  conviction  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  a 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  at  this  time  would  be  a  mere 
waste  of  words,  and  we  therefore  append  a  resolution  eIpre^sive  of 
the  foregoing  statement. 

The  Grand  Seen  tary  presented  at  the  last  annual  communication 
applications  from  various  organizations  for  recognition,  among  which 
may  be  named:  The  ISymboIic  Independent  Lodge  of  Spain.  Unida 
Mexicana,  Federal  District,  J.ilisco.  Oaxaca,  Lower  California,  the  last 
five  located  in  the  various  States  of  the  neighboring  republic  of  Mexico. 
In  both  Spain  and  Mexico,  so  far  as  this  committee  has  been  able  to 
ascertain,  there  has  been  a  hopeless  entanglement  between  the  Ma- 
sonry we  practice  and  that  known  as  the  Scottish  rite.  All  the  earlier 
lodges  in  Mexico  were  formed  by  a  body  styling  itself  the  Supreme 
Council  of  Mexico,  which  was  itself  established  under  a  distinct 
pledge  that  it  would  form  no  symbolic  lodges,  but,  nevertheless,  it  at 
once  proceeded  to  set  up  lodges,  and  later  Grand  Lodges,  which  were 
its  agents  and  responsible  to  it  for  their  doings.  Later  still  a  number 
of  Independent  Grand  Lodges  have  been  created,  and  of  this  latter 
series  are  those  above  named  and  asking  for  our  recognition. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  latter-named  bodies  are  a  much  nearer  ap- 

E roach  to  our  ideas  of  regularity  than  their  predecessors;  but  as  they 
ave  been  formed  from  subordinates  having  no  semblance  of  an-' 
thority  for  their  existence,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  governing 
powers  can  have  any  greater  claim  to  regularity  than  the  material 
composing  them;  for,  if  the  foundations  be  not  squarely  laid  it  is  not 
easy  to  divine  how  the  superstructure  can  be  expected  to  sUind. 

To  admit  these  bodies  to  fellowship  would  be  to  set  aside  all  onr 
traditions  of  the  past,  all  our  hopes  for  the  future,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  admit  any  organization,  out  of  whatever  material  formed,  to  the 
same  legality  and  consideration  us  the  Grand  Lodges,  begun  and  now 
held  in  strict  conformity  to  the  immutable  laws  of  the  Craft.  To 
state  this  proposition  is  to  condemn  it;  we  cannot,  therefore,  recom- 
mend a  favorable  response  to  the  applications  above  named. 

We  respectfully  formulate  the  opinions  above  expressed,  which  we 
commend  to  adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York,  while 
earnestly  upholding  the  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec  as  a 
sovereign  and  independent  Masonic  government,  refuses  to  accept 
the  doctrine  that  lodges  legally  constituted  by  competent  acknowl- 
edged authority  can  be  compelled  by  any  known  law  to  transfer  their 
allegiance  against  their  will.     At   the   same  time  it  is  fraternally  re> 
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commended  to  the  three  Lodges  in  Montreal,  holding  EngliRh  war- 
rani8»  that  they  cease  their  opposition,  and  become  part  of  the  con- 
stituency of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  present  condition  of  Masony  in  Mexico  and 
Spain,  this  Grand  Lodge  deems  it  expedient,  tor  th^*  present,  to  deny 
the  recognition  asked  for  by  the  applicants  named  in  this  report. 

NORTH  CAROLINA,  1887. 

North  Carolina  also  held  the  one  hundredth  annual  communication 
of  her  Grand  Lodge  on  January  11th,  1887,  M.  W.  Bro.  Fabius  H. 
Busbee,  being  Grand  Master.  The  Craft  is  shrinking  somewhat  there. 
Yet  one  new  lodge  was  chartered,  and  the  Grand  Secretary  reports  an 
awakening  among  some  of  the  dormant  lodges,  from  which  much  is 
expected.     So  mote  it  be. 

The  Grand  Master  urges  strongly  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  the  social  features  of  Masonry  as  an  antidote  to  non-affiliation. 
He  thinks  proper  relaxatiou  and  amusement  necessary  to  make  lodge 
meetings  attractive.  He  would  not  tolerate  intemperance,  neither 
would  he  countenance  engrafting  upon  Masonry  any  pledges  of  total 
abstinence. 

Consideration  of  the  conduct,  management  and  results  of  the 
orphan  asylum  occupied  much  of  the  time  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
This  institution  is  indeed  prosperous  and  contributing  largely  to  the 
welfare  of  orphans  i-n  that  State. 

On  this  occasion  there  were  some  exercises  peculiarly  appropriate 
to  it.  Bro.  Eugene  I.  Martin  delivered  a  very  excellent  historical 
address,  and  from  it  we  learn  that  the  first  three  governors  of  the 
State  were  also  the  first  three  Grand  Masters.     From  it  we  copy: 

It  may  be  unpalatable  to  dash  the  cup  of  joy,  upon  this  occasion, 
with  suggestions  of  unpleasant  realities.  But  the  utility  of  such 
occasions  is  in  contrasting  the  present  with  the  past,  we  may  ascer- 
tain and  correct  our  errors,  it  any,  and  see  whither  we  are  drifting. 

The  day  of  change  and  new  things  is  at  hand— when  new  orders 
abound,  whose  novelties  please  and  tend  to  attract,  and  to  divert  the 
thoughts  and  affections  of  even  Masons  from  that  old  mother  so  well 
worthy  their  best  and  truest  devotion.  The  ancient  landmarks  con- 
secrated hy  age,  the  old  constitution  and  valuable  traditions  are  less 
frequently  consulted,  while  innovations  are  gradually  creeping  in 
which  may  sap  the  very  foundations  of  our  system  or  at  least  impair 
its  beautiful  symmetry,  and  the  Masonic  duties  and  obligations  to- 
wards the  lodge  and  towards  each  other  are  receiving  less  attention 
in  the  all  absorbing  business  of  life. 

Shall  it  be  said  that,  after  the  glorious  march  down  the  ages,  for 
more  than  3,000  years,  that  now  our  Ancient  Order  shall  be  suffered 
to  totter  and  fall  by  indifference  and  neglect,  by  her  votaries  running 
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afUt  strangBgodB?    Do  c 

and  good  meD,  who  have  hucii  hu  lujuiiirui 
BDimate  and  inspire  you  to  ao  eqnnl  degree  o 
welfare  and  advaDcemeot?  ReUeel  npoo  il 
bat  in  the  faitb  of  the  fntben,  and  uphold  nl 
the  matchlpaa  inatitntioa  thit  now  in  ours. 


tuinity  a: 


Bro.  Gharlea  H.  RobinsoD,  Grnnd  Master. 

Bro.  Donald  W.  Bun,  Ornnd  Secretary. 
^The  committee  on  correspondence,  of  «hi 
□bairmnD,  aahuiitted  a  review  of  the  procee 
Lodges,   among   which   we  &nd  those  of  &le 
reanme  of  the  acts  of  the  several  Grand  Lod| 

He  differs  from  the  Grand  Master  of  Arkan 


We  differ  with  the  Grand  Master  in  his  eigl 
holds  "  that  where  a  lodge  had  expelled  n  nn>i- 
not  rPHlore  him  to  aame  sLalns  as  he  rhh  befo 
the  relation  of  n  non-atfiliate  to  the  Maaooic 
MoKOn.  alwHya  a  Mason ''  may  not  be  nnaiid 
□on-afiiliatealmoHLa  profane?  And  coald  not 
affiliate  for  the  sniue  rfoson  that  the  petition 
once  been  rejected  can  be  acted  upon  again 
tain  period?  A  non-atllliate  ban  certain  rit{l 
tioninu  a  lodge  for  affiliation.  Suppose  he  ii 
[or  unmasonic  condnct,  is  it  denied  that  tl: 
upon  evidence  of  rcforniatioo  ?  We  hold  tbi 
places  him  in  the  same  reliition  to  Uanoury 
his  snspeDBioa  or  eipiilaion.  aod  that  the  lad 
restore.  The  law  of  (he  Grand  Lodge  of  N 
member  of  a  lodge  can  be  reatored  by  Kaid 
that  places  him  where  he  was  before  the  act 
sion.  Why,  then,  cannot  a  lodge  place  a  n 
relative  poHition  ? 

OREGON,  1887. 

The  thirty -seventh  anonal  comniunicatioD 
Oregon  was  held  on  the  ISth  day  of  Jane,  1 
CorwiD  Fallen  on  in  the  East. 

The  Craft  slill  grows  in  Oregon.     Of  it  the  < 

Indeed  has  Masonry  grown  with  the  growl 
the  prosperity  of  onr  Slate,  [t  has  done  mc 
Preijncntly  in  advance  of  the  church,  andnon 
of  the  BChoot-hojse,  has  the  allar  of  Masonrj' 
ever;  village  in  oar  jariadictioD. 
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In  coDsequeDce  of  the  want  of  uDiforinity  in  the  work,  a  commit- 
tee waH  appointed,  who,  after  determining  on  the  opening  and  clos- 
ing ceremonies,  despatched  a  Grand  Lectnrtr  to  teach  the  same  to 
the  lodges,  with  signal  success,  which  was  approved  by  the  Grand 
Lodge 

The  Grind  Master  showed  a  difference  in  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  $843  against  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  estimated  that  it  wonld 
be  this  year  some  $1,800  or  $2,000,  and  says: 

After  the  payments  of  the  mileage  and  per  diem  of  the  present 
session,  there  will  not  be  enough  faurls  to  pay  for  printing  the  pro- 
ceedings, leaving  the  salaries  of  the  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Lec- 
turer and  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence 
wholly  unprovided  for. 

In  consideration  of  which  fact,  the  Grand  Lodge  repealed  a  resolu- 
tion requiring  the  binding  of  (he  proceedings,  thus  saving  some  $250 
per  annum,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  increased  the  per  capita  tax  from 
one  dollar  to  $1.25  and  diminished  the  amount  of  printing.  It  is 
the  mileage  and  per  diem  that  so  depletes  the  treasury,  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that,  if  curtailed,  it  would  interfere  with  a  just  representa- 
tion. The  committee  suggested  other  minor  methods  of  retrench- 
ment. A  loan  of  a  thousand  dollars  was  authorized.  We  fear  be- 
cause of  this  last,  but  hope  for  better  condition  next  session. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  was  recognized. 

liro.  Andrew  Nasburg,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  F.  J.  Babcock,  Grand  Secretary. 

M.  W.  Bro.  S.  F.  Chadwick,  P.  G.  M.,  presented  the  report  on 
correspondence,  reviewing  Alabama  for  1886.  Of  it  he  remarks: 
**The  financial  condition  of  this  Grand  Lodge  is  excellent;  that  is,  it 
is  out  of  debt."  As  in  Alabama,  we  hold  that  onr  Grand  Lodgd  is 
legislative  and  judicial,  and  not  the  medium  for  charitable  donations; 
a  bare  sufficiency  to  cover  annual  expenses  is  all  that  the  subordi- 
nates should  contribute.  Nevertheless,  to  insure  this,  a  margin 
mnst  be  provided;  hence,  our  slowly-growing  surplus.  But,  then, 
we  don't  pay  members  for  attendance. 

He  thinks  the  rule  of  Alabama,  that  before  a  visitor  who  presents 
a  patent  of  the  32^  must  be  examined,  the  correct  one. 

His  views  of  the  dual  composition  of  man  and  of  the  resurrection 
are  Swedenborgian  in  character. 

We  are  impelled  to  make  a  few  extracts  from  his  conclusion.  The 
whole  ought  to  be  read  to  fully  enjoy  it: 
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The  followiog  voida.  "Freemasonr;  is  stil)  adTBDcing.  and  the 
bwrntifnl  lanets  ot  onr  rraft  are  malting  themaslveH  more  deeply 
felt,"  by  ODe  of  onr  mnsooic  Bcholarfl,  ate  full  of  meaniDg.  aod  nre 
comfortable  words  to  those  who  accept  them  withoat  n  qaestioD;  bat 
are  tbej  in  all  respects  Hoacd  "i  Wheu  we  lead,  in  the  next  aeDtence, 
of  the  larRe  nnniber  of  MasoDH  Hnspeodecl  for  □on-payment  of  dneB, 
we  are  inclined  to  lutk,  if  Freemanoory  is  really  aiTancini.';  if  bo, 
whether  to  Ibe  right  or  to  the  left.  With  an  iliDfalteriDK  faith  in  the 
supreme  goodness  of  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  UDiverse,  and  ID 
the  efficacy  ot  His  great  mercie",  we  may  cooteut  ourseWes  that  the 
fonndatioQ  of  our  masonic  edifice  ib  t»id  efFeclaally  for  lime  and 
eternity.  Bnt  this  ia  Dot  all.  We  shonld  realize  that  this  faith  baa 
prepared  ns  for  the  dUcharge  of  a  duty  we  owe  to  out  fellow  tdsd, 
whenever  it  can  be  ditcharged.  The  iDcontrovenible  fact  is  before 
na,  that  what  good  there  is  ia  FreemasoDry  is  foaod  in  the  liviDg 

Ereaent,  the  "eternal  now."  The  present  moment  steals  upon  as;  it 
rings  no  startling  nnnonncement  to  herald  its  advent.  Tii  a  Uaster 
Mason  it  is  a  precious  ocuasion.  It  is  one  of  duty,  and  there  are  no 
compromises  in  ila  exactions.  Do  we  realize  this  tTQtb  1  We  know 
I'bat  the  faitbfnl  Freemason  is  a  aafegnard  ot  the  common- 
wealth, a  refuge  in  mnuicipal  distress.  We  know  thnt  tbe 
Masonic  lodge-room  is  a  sacrod  retreat,  more  so  than  that  of  any 
Other  inetitntioD.  We  know  that  Freemasonry  is  cautious,  and 
chooses  her  members,  or  aims  to,  from  every  honorable  position  in 
life.  We  know  that  the  standard  of  a  Freem.ison  is  nul  belov  bis 
own  conscience;  that  wealth  adds  nothing  to  Masonic  character 
proper,  though  it  may  become  a  beneficent  agent  in  the  hnnds  of  a 
faithful  brother.  If  we  will  consult  these  lust  days,  we  will  fiud  that 
great  changes  have  been  wrouKbt  in  the  luBt  thirty  years  These 
ohanges,  instead  ot  relaxing  man's  duties  to  man.  have  strengthened 
and  enlaced  Ihem.  When  we  consider  thai  the  condition  of  pubUc 
affairs  iu  many  paits  of  our  country  is  alarming;  when  government, 
inatead  of  protecting  and  recognizing  tbe  indepvndent  relalioD  of 
creatnreB  of  the  law,  corporate  and  otherwise,  oh  of  old.  now  clitiius 
lo  be  the  parent  of  them,  and  the  right  to  manage  and  control  them, 
thereby  makini;;  an  upheaval  in  money  power,  aud  creating  a  distmst 
between  it  and  the  state  or  government;  when  tbe  permanency  of 
our  peaceful  civil  institntinna  is  threatened  with  deslmction  by  thoBe 
men  who  will  not  work,  but  who  eiuct  from  others,  in  the  leltor  and 
spirit  of  commanism,  that  which  is  not  their  own ;  when  the  condi- 
tion of  the  wage  class  JB  unsettled,  ano  no  satisfactory  remedy  \» 
offered  for  the  evils  complained  of  by  it;  when  labor  nud  capital 
deepen  in  Ibeit  antngonism.  and  when  the  estimate  placed  on  the 
BaoredDe^s  of  human  life  is  so  alight  with  such  a  large  portion  of 
mankind,  we  may  well  ask  if  Masonry  ia  true  to  her  tradiHoDs.  If 
ever  there  wsh  a  time  when  Masons  needed  slroug  and  determined 
lodge  members  and  lodges,  that  moment  is  apon  ns  now. 

We  say  this  is  a  wonderful  institntion.  In  18H6,  on  the  continent 
of  North  America,  there  were  nearly  six  hundred  thonaaod  solid 
IklaHter  Masims.  Sol  ont  Ihdiisnrul  we>e  snapended  or  expelled  for 
offenses  other  than  non-pajmetit  ot  dneif.  What  a  complitneut  to 
Masonry,  and  one  of  which  every  brother  should  feel  prond.     But  we 
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will  cross  the  line,  and  there  find  that  the  trouble  is  not  with  this 
six  hundred  thousand  Masons,  bat  with  those  not  enumerated  as 
Masons  within  the  fold. 

OHIO,  1886. 

The  seventy-seventh  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Ohio  was  opened  in  ample  form  on  the  19th  October,  1886,  by  the 
M.  W.  Grand  Master  S.  Stacker  Williams.  We  find  nothing  in  the 
report  of  proceedings  which  will  enable  ns  to  decide  whether  or  not 
the  Craft  are  increasiug  in  numbers  here,  because  the  tabular  state- 
ment has  no  footings,  and  with  over  500  lodges,  we  can  hardly  spare 
the  time  to  make  them. 

The  Grand  Master  granted  but  few  of  the  numerous  dispensations 
asked,  there  not  being  sufficient  ground,  in  his  opinion,  for  his  inter- 
ference, and  that,  though,  *'under  certain  circumstances,  your  Grand 
Master  might  exercise  extraordinary  power,  there  were  also  duties 
devolving  upon  him,  among  which  was  that  of  requiring  lodges  in 
his  jurisdiction  to  comply  with  the  rules  of  jurisprudence  enacted 
for  their  guidance."  This  is  precisely  our  view  of  the  duties  of  a 
Grand  Master.  A  sound  discretion  should  always  be  exercised  in 
the  granting  of  dispensations. 

He  issued  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  two  new  lodges,  both 
of  which  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Colon  and  Cuba  was  recognized,  and  exchange 
of  representatives  invited. 

The  tinancial  condition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  not  flattering,  and 
to  prevent  or  provide  for  a  probable  deficit  in  the  treasury,  the  per 
capita  tax  was  raised  from  25  to  35  cents. 

Bro.  S.  Stacker  Williams,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Jno.  D.  Caldwell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  Will.  M.  Cunningham  made  the  report  on  foreign  communi- 
cations, Alabama  for  1885  being  at  the  head  of  the  list.  He  quotes 
liberally  from  the  report  in  relation  to  the  Powers  of  the  Graud  Mas- 
ter, but  makes  no  comment  except  to  style  it  **an  exhaustive  report." 

On  the  right  of  a  Grand  Lodge  to  designate  what,  among  the  so- 
called  higher  degrees,  shall  or  may  be  recognized  as  Masonic,  he  has 
this  to  say: 

Craft  Masonry  has  the  indefeasible  right  to  know^  who  are  and  what 
are  the  occupants  of  the  upper  rooms  of  its  Temple.  Otherwise, 
upon  the  same  theory,  a  Lodge  of  Entered  Apprentice  Masons,  as 
tnichf  might  with  greater  propriety,  and  a  better  show  of  argument, 
refuse  to  recognize  the  regulations  of  the  Lodge  of  Master  Masons 
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□□(ler  wbicb  it  is  bolHeo,  nl  tbe  ejtcts  of 
Htitated,  and  demnoil,  tfaat  ia  accordaDce 
naBH,  Grand  or  IJabordiiiale,  Hbor.ld  be  trr 
tered  Appreolices;  n8  hince  tbe  lime  wbec 
a  pnrt,  if  not  a  coDtrolliof;  voice,  in  the 
BOQS,  tbero  has  bcED  no  wmiver  of  rigbtii 
This  change  liaa  hfea  but  a  Datura]  and 
matioD  of  Grand  Lodges,  and  ia  but  the  < 
creosiDK  momberahip,  and,  if  a  oeceMit;  i 
deiunndH  of  UgiKlatjoD  and  tbe  iocont 
asBembiiea 


In  reply  to  tbe  inquiry,  Wbat  in 
the  Ibird  degree?  he  says: 

Id  the  aDcient  myaterieR  "Triilb 
of  all  tbe  Bttributes  of  Divinity;    ._. 
Hymbnlized  aD  eiifbodiinent  of  all  that 
hatred,  vice,  calnmniea,  revetifje, 
Degree,  in  tboHe  myst' 


'bilst 


-_j-. symbolized  Ti 

...  tn  and  wickid  propcnsil 

aniii  lost  by  being  completely  bidden  or 
falsities  by  wbicb  it  was  profaned. 

The  aiibsequenl  search  after  tbe  lost  Tr 
iu  the  most  cnrrnpt  condition,  its  separat 
false,  ilH  reunion  with  the  Divine  aitribi 
eoi>dnetiB,  and  pnwer,  thereby  Hymbolizi 
body;  jind  tbe  aubsenneut  re-lr>iriiii  nf  the 
tbe  evil  and  false,  or  all  that  "was  of  th 
fi'Ct  regeneration,  "when  tbe  man  became 

He  BO  welt  expresnes  what  ho  conceived 
of  a  report  on  correspondence,  that  we  co 

Id  tbe  opinion  of  your  committee  such 
coQtteoiiR,  dignified  expression  of  the  j>t 
Lodge,  represented  by  its  committee,  co 
ferences  in  the  constraction  of  the  consli 
lations,  decisions,  rituals,  ceremonials,  en 
general  transactions  that  occnr  in  tbe  ti 
tbe  avoidance  of  buuierona,  satirical,  or  □ 
maintenance  of  the  supremacy  and  po 
hcrent  ofQcial  privileges  and  prt-rngativcK 
at  large;  tbe  forbearance  of  acrimonious 
upon  matters  purely  lor'al  and  of  no  gene 
from,  in  any  manner,  using  the  opportuni 
dissemi nation  of  merely  personal  or  indli 

The  chief  end  being  tno  moral  and  nc 
your  committee  woutil  reiterate  that,  in  t 
no  sympathy  ubalever  for  tbe  si>-called 
proitments  (l|  in  the  landmarks,  inudemutnf 
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the  detraction  of  inherent  powers  or  prerogatives,  the  reconstruction  or 
abrogation  ot  all  traditions,  nsage,  laws,  or  history  that  cannot  be  sub- 
stantiated by  documentary  {\)  evidence;  and  for  neither  aiheisrn  upon 
the  one  hand  nor  narrow-minded  bigotry  upon  the  other. 

PRINCE  EDWARDS   ISLAND,  1887. 

This  Grand  Lodge  met  in  its  twelfth  annual  communication  on  June 
24th,  1887,  M.  W.  Bro.  John  Yeo,  Grand  Master,  presiding.  There 
are  in  this  jurisdiction  455  affiliated  Masons,  being  a  small  increase 
over  the  number  for  1886. 

Allusion  is  made  in  Grand  Master's  address  to  the  jubilee  year  of 
Queen  Victoria,  and  an  invocation  **that  she  may  long  be  spared  to 
reign  over  us." 

The  Gr  and  Lodge  is  free  from  debt.  So  far  so  good,  but  it  is  neces 
sary  for  it  to  be  very  careful  lest  it  exceed  its  income. 

Bro.  John  Yeo,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  B.  Wilson  Higgs,  Grand  Secretary. 

After  the  election  of  Grand  officers  the  Grand  Lodge  proceeded  to 
lay  the  corner  stone  of  a  city  building,  and  upon  returning,  to  install 
officers  and  close. 

PENNSYLVANIA,  1886. 

This  Grand  Lodge  celebrated  its  centennial  anniversary  of  Sep- 
tember 24th,  1880,  Grand  Master  E.  Coppee  Mitchell,  presiding. 
Upon  this  occasion  a  very  appropriate,  beautiful  and  instructive 
address  was  delivered  by  Bro.  George  W.  Guthrie.  Below  we  give  a 
few  extracts,  because  we  would  that  all  our  brethren  should  have  a 
just  conception  ot  the  lofty  mission  of  Masonry: 

Since  the  appearance  of  Masonry  on  the  pages  of  European  history 
many  generations  of  men  have  lived  and  died;  dynasty  has  succeeded 
dynasty;  social  institutions  have  flourished  and  withered;  nations 
have  grown  to  greatness,  and  where  their  palaces  stood  *'the  skulking 
wild  fox  scratches  in  a  heap  of  dust;"  and  yet,  spite  of  persecution 
and  denunciation,  the  Masonic  fraternity,  founded  on  eternal  truth, 
and  because  so  founded,  stands,  stronger  in  numbers  than  ever  be- 
fore, and  stronger  yet  in  the  love  of  its  disciples  and  the  respect  of 
all  people,  -  venerable  with  years,  but  blessed  with  eternal  youth. 

But  Masonry  still  has  enemies,  and  now  they  say  that  however  wise 
the  organization  of  the  Fraternity  was,  and  however  beneficial  its 
operation  may  have  been,  the  day  of  its  usefulness  has  passed  away. 
No  one  amongst  English-speaking  people  any  longer  admits  the  so- 
called  **  divine  right  of  kings,"  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  good 
government  in  such  form  as  they  may  select  for  themselves  is  seonreiy 
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establiahtd;  and  throughout  this  broad  In 
a  slave,  and  no  man  chd  be  reHlraioed  ol 
Tented  from  renpiDg  for  bimBelf  the  frni 
a  panishment  fgr  Ihe  violation  of  iaws, 
him  self  may  participate. 

Btill,  as  long  ox  anywhere  npon  Ihii 
Sovereign  Grand  Master  of  the  UoiverBe 
bold  their  lives  and  liberty  at  the  u  ill  of  i 
and  distress  to  be  relieved,  ho  Iodk  mast 

The  brotherhond  at  man  ia  the  truth  U 
and  proclaims  to  the  world.  Lei  aa  see 
amoDgst  ourselves  or  forgotten  by  othi 
hundred  jeara  ot  Wasonry  will  be  ttQltti 
ries  will  be  faithfully  preserved  aoiongst 
down  oor  tools,  we  will  bear  the  voice  o: 
done,  tboa  good  and  faithfal  servants." 

There  was  also  an  historical  address  by 
The  uDDual    commnnication    was  "ope 

Joseph  Eichbaum,  D.  G.  Master,  on  2Tth 
Bro.  Eichbiium  having  been  elected  Gi 

com  muni  cation  previous,  was  now  insb 

address  of  loc^d  interest  only. 
Bro.  Michael  Nisbet  vas  made  Grand  i 
H.   W.   Bro.  Kicbard  Vaai  ngnin  pre 

pondsnre,   and  among   the  proceedings 

Alabama  for  I8S5.     We  so  entirely  agree 

mate  ot  the  character  of  a  Grand  Reprei 

of  them: 

These  Grand  Representatives  have  i 
represent  only  and  simply  the  courtes 
Grand  Masters  of  the  respective  Grand  1 
is  the  personal  act  of  a  Qruud  Master,  thi 
cate  of  appointment,  designated  as  a  Br 
Kepresentative.  He  can  neither  speak 
assume  to  act  for,  his  Grand  Lodge.     He 

When  qaestiona  arise  between  Grand 
position  of  Jlasonic  authoriiy,  it  is  the 
recognized  and  antboritative  eiponentt 
Grand  Lodges  and  their  acknowledged  la 

In  bis  notice  of  .Alabama,  we  find  the  I 

The  ConiDiilteo  on  Masonic  Jurisprr 
powers  of  Grnud  ^[Bsters.  We  have  re 
There  is  force  in  the  arguments  of  the 
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plain,  clear,  and  expre-as  so  distinctly  the  true  principles  of  Masonic 
jarisprudenne  that  they  deserve  to  be  known,  rennsylvania  has  ever 
held  that  the  Grand  Master  has  Masonic  authority  inherent  in  him  as 
Grand  Master.  We  desire  the  Craft  in  this  jurisdiction  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  read  this  able  paper,  and  it  is  here  presented. 

Then  follows  the  report  entire. 

QUEBEC,  1887. 

The  seventeenth  annual  communication  was  held  on  26th  January, 
1887,  with  Bro.  J.  Fred  Walker,  Grand  Master.  Quite  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  members  took  place  during  the  year,  the  total  now  be- 
ing 2,876.  We  regret  to  fiud  so  large  a  number  being  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues  in  the  varioub  jurisdictions. 

In  the  case  of  the  invasion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Canada  by  one  of  the  lodges  of  Quebec,  the  Qrand  Master  adopted 
active  and  stringent  measures  to  suppress  the  evil  and  arrest  the  ap- 
plicant.    The  Grand  Lodge  fully  sustained  him. 

Grand  Lodge  deferred  the  recoj^nition  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the 
Federal  District  of  Mexico,  and  also  of  Lowei  California. 

Bro.  J.  Fred  Walker,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  John  H.  Isaacson,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Bro.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers  made  the  report  on  correspondence,  it  be- 
ing his  first,  for  which  he  asks  leniency  at  the  hands  of  the  guild.  If 
reports  are  such  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  such  as  his  is,  containing 
as  succinctly  as  possible  such  information  of  what  is  transpiring  iu 
the  jurisdictions  reviewed,  with  such  comments  only  as  are  consistent 
with  recognized  Masonic  law  or  the  usage  of  one's  own  jurisdiction, 
such  an  appeal  would  be  unnecessary. 

Alabama  for  1885  receives  courteous  netice  ;  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  jurisprudence  on  the  powgrs  of  Grand  Masters  being 
mentioned,  but  without  comment,  except  to  call  it  '*  elaborate  and 
very  interesting."  Whether  the  position  taken  by  our  Grand  Lodge 
is  approved  of  or  in  accord  with  the  sentiment  prevailing  in  Quebec 
or  not,  is  left  doubtful. 

RHODE  ISLAND,  1886. 

At  a  special  communi^sation  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  held  on  3d  Feb- 
ruary, 1886,  for  the  purpose  of  dedicating  **  Freemason's  Hall,"  Rev. 
Bro.  George  McClellan  Fiske  delivered  an  oration  replete  with  good 
things.     We  make  but  two  extracts: 
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We,  of  course,  believe  that  the  Ua 
niiiwiuii  to  diachartie,  und  a  definite  uitasi 
a  meHHiiKe  pertinent  to  nnd  needfal  for  t 

The  MnsoDic  Order,  I  make  bold  to  a 
faces  the  world  aa  u  Prophet,  A  propi 
entrusted  wiih  two  ureal  functions— i 
troth  in  its  spplicatioD  tu  the  present  ti 
the  things  which  should  be  bereaftiT.  . 
Masonic  Ord  er  ie,  in  a  t^eose,  coocerne 
that  truth,  divine  and  heavenly,  vhich 
diate  our  daily  lives  and  luuke  na  trui 
holds  up  before  us  the  prospect  of  the 
In  ila  own  ^rnphic  manner  — with  its 
admonishes  un  of  death  uioiuentaril;  im] 
victory  in  which  danth  is  swallowed  m 
which  we  shall  know,  ta-ce  to  face,  wb 
blazing  splendor  of  that  orient  tor  whi 
yearna,  and  whitherward  his  feet  are  evt 

Under  the  conHecralion  of  the  world-v 
almost  weird  and  shfouded  history  of 
together  in  societies,  wherein  prayer  am 
and  fuith  wrought  with  their  works,  and 
they  ilid,  made  all  their  fabrics  acts 
spirit  of  the  Uasouic  Order,  as  it  lives 
and  reverential  ritual,  in  offices  and  prei 
era.     Let  Masons  all  remember  this,  for 

We  wish,  however,  to  add  another  i 
charge  of  hostility  to  religion.     It  is  as  f 


Masotiry  has  been  suspected  onjtistly, 
hostility  to  the  Church  of  God.  Whate' 
had  for  formiutf  snch  opinions — ibose  g 
viduah),  and  not  in  any  avowal  or  die 
Masonic  Order  is  the  ally  and  the  ham 
in  such  a  position  can  it  do  its  work  fre 
ought  to  do  it.  There  is  no  rivalry  betw 
none.  The  Church  is  a  sdbiety  form 
society  formed  by  God.  Masonry  is 
When  we  have  said  that,  we  have  ntl 
claimer  of  anything  antagonistic  to  the 
religion,  and  whoever  would  attempt  li 
for  the  Church  has  misconceived  its  inte 
never  rise  into  the  strength  and  glory  of 

A  inomeot'sthoaKhl  will  tell  as  that 
strong,  and  deserve  and  receive  conGd 
lastly  with  the  Divine  Society.  It  ow. 
The  boast  of  MaKonry  is  that  it  takes 
founds  itself  npon  those  orncles  of  God 
the  Gospel.  The  Bible  is  the  central  ot 
nation  of  the  duly  constituted  lodge. 
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The  ninety-sixth  annual  commnnioation  was  held  on  17th  May, 
1886,  with  M.  W.  Lyman  Rlapp,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

We  find  no  retrogression  of  the  order  here. 

On  the  subject  of  legislation,   the  Grand  Master  says    as  follows, 

and  we  are  inclined  to  think  th>it  we  legislate  too  much  now-a-days: 

Beferring  to  what  we  said  from  this  East  upon  first  assuming  the 
duties  of  Grand  Master,  re-^urding  the  dangers  of  excessive  legisla- 
tion ;  it  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  we  are  able  to- day  to  report, 
that  for  the  past  three  yenrs,  with  the  exception  of  changing  a  date 
in  the  Gonstitudou,  the  adoption  of  an  Order  concerning  petitions 
for  advancement,  and  two  Decisions,  there  has  been  no  legislation 
by  this  body,  excepting  the  ordinary  routine  business  cf  Grand 
Lodge,  and  we  meet  to-day  with  no  unfinished  business  on  the 
docket.  This  we  feel  to  be  a  matter  of  congratulation,  as  it  proves 
the  wisdom  of  those  laws  enacted  by  the  fathers,  and  also  that 
constitutional  changes  and  new  legislation  are  in  a  great  majority  of 
cases,  unnecessary  ;  for  the  reason  that  upon  investigation,  it  will 
generally  be  found  that  they  are  already  provided  for  under  our 
present  laws,  ancient  usages  and  customs. 

Grand  Master  thinks  that  Past  Masters  of  Lodges  being  members 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  prove  an  effectual  barrier  against  innovations. 

The  Grand  Lodge  deferred  action  on  the  applications  of  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  the  •*  Federal  District  of  Mexico,"  the  Spanish 
Independent  Grand  Symbolic  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  and  of 
Victoria,  but  extended  fraternal  greetings  to  that  of  South 
Australia 

A  resolution  was  pass  ed  deprecating  the  Quebec-England  difficul- 
ty, expressing  the  opinion  of  the  correctness  of  the  position  of 
Quebec,  and  hoping  that  proper  eiforts  will  bring  about  a  fraternal 
termination  of  it. 

Bro.  Newton  D.  Arnold,  Grand  Master 

Bro.  Edwin  Baker,  Grand  Secretary. 

SOUTH  CABOLINA.  1886. 

Before  us  lies  the  pamphlet  containing  the  proceedings  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  this  State  at  its  one  hundred  and  tenth  annual  com- 
munication, held  on  December  14th,  1886.  The  Grand  Master 
portrays  in  strong  terms  the  terrors  of  the  earthquake  night  of  3l8t 
August,  the  sufferings  of  the  people  and  the  sympathy  of  the 
brethren  throughout  this  broad  land.  Assistance  was  sent  by  lodges 
in  nearly  every  State,  and  though  bemoaning  the  fact  that  Alabama 
gave  so  little,  yet  we  feel  proud  this  small  sum  should  have  been  the 
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doQAliOQ  promptl}'  made  of  the  amsll  lodge  of  which  we  are  a  email 

The  Oraod  itaater  ahowH  llie  fioaiicea  greatly  improved  and  from 
the  shoving  made,  bnt  a  very  few  yeare  mnat  puss  are  this  OniDd 
Lodge  will  be  eotirely  free  from  debt— a  condition  inoBt  devoolly 
to  be  wished  for. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Soath  Anslrolia  was  recr^nized,  bat  the  same 
deferred  as  to  that  of  the  t'edeml  District  of  Uenico. 

In  the  con  side  ratio  D  of  the  iDteroationnl  resolutions  from  Loasi- 
Aoa,  the  committee  to  whom  they  were  referred  dissent  entirely  from 
tbe  5th,  and  the  report  whh  received  only.  Bat  their  view  is  u 
follows : 

On  tbe  contrary,  tbey  conceive  the  tree  MaBonic  law  to  tje,  that  a 
profane  havioR  applied  tu  a  lodge  for  ioitiation  and  bceo  rejected, 
cannot  thereafter  apply  to  any  other  lodge.  Dor  can  be  ever  become 
a  MuMoQ,  QDlesH  subKequently  received  by  tbe  very  lod ye  which  at 
Hrat  rejected  bim.  And  that  tbe  preservation  of  this  rale  is  essen- 
tial to  tbe  luaintenanue  nnimpaired  of  the  established  principle  that 
no  one  can  become  a  JUuaon  who  ih  objected  to  by  any  of  the  Craft. 

Tu  permit  a  profane  who  in  rejpcted  by  one  lodge  to  apply  to 
another  after  three  yeurg,  and  then,  i£  a^iiin  rejected,  to  another  after 
the  same  period,  and  bo  dn,  is  merely  to  allow  the  chance,  that  per- 
hapa  ha  may  find  a  lodge  where  he  is  not  weii  known  to  the  mem- 
bera  and  ao  an  nnworthy  member  be  admitted. 

Bro.  J.  Adgcr  timith  was  put  in  nomination  for  Grand  Master 
in  conaeqaence  of  Ibe  "  splendid  sbowing  made  by  bim,"  as  to  tbe 
financial  matters  which  for  years  have  oaused  the  Orand  Lodge  so 
mnch  anxiety  and  disquiet,"  and  noanimously  elected  Grand  Master 
contrary  to  the  naual  second  term  rules. 

Bro,  Charles  Ingleaby,  Grand  Secretary. 

We  are  delighted  to  find  a  report  on  oorreapondenoe  this  year, 
for  we  eataem  this  at  laat  the  aummam  bonmn  of  the  proceedings. 

It  ia  from  the  pen  of  tbe  Grand  Secretary,  and  Alabama,  for 
ItiSa,  is  to  be  fonnd  in  it.  Of  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
jnriapnidenae  on  tbe  powers  of  a  Grand  Master  in  Alabama,  b« 
says,  it  is  "an  eihanHtive  and  able  report,  "and  quotes  our  ooncliuion. 
We  are  pleased  to  find  the  old,  and  oldest  Grand  Lodges  ot  their 
representatives  agreeing  with  as  on  tbis  snbject. 

We  copy  from  his  conolnsion: 
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the  forepoing  was  written  prior  to  the  fearful  earthquake  which 
visitod  this  city  on  the  3l8t  of  Anj»ust  last.  Before  this  great  disas- 
ter, it  hud  seemed  that  poor  old  Charleston  ha«l  «lrainod  to  its  dregs 
the  cup  of  misfortune,  and  that  according  to  the  law  of  compensation, 
she  was  entitled  to  have  a  turn  of  the  tide,  and  enjoy  brighter  days. 
With  heroic  endurance  and  undaunted  purpose  her  people  had 
healed  the  scars  of  war,  the  scorch  of  repeated  conflagrations,  and 
had  rebuilt  the  ravages  of  storms  and  tempests —most  notably  the 
damages  caused  by  the  cyclone  of  18H5.  Impoverished,  but  still 
hopeful,  her  pi  ople  trusting  in  God,  were  determined  that  no  effort 
on  their  i)art  should  bo  wanting  to  place  their  dear  old  city  forward 
in  the  march  of  progress,  and  keep  her  abreast  with  her  sistors  in 
this  progressive  age.  All  seemed  well  and  prnmising,  when  the  fate- 
ful night  of  the  3lst  August  closed  n  on  the  devoted  city,  and  she 
was  visited  by  the  most  fearful  and  destructive  earthquake  known  in 
the  history  of  this  continent  The  horrors,  the  terrors,  the  anguish 
of  that  terrible  night  have  been  told  again  and  again,  and  still  never 
can  be  told.  It  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  attempt  to  describe  them. 
Our  people,  at  tirst  crushed  with  rhis  overwhelming  disaster,  were 
almost  ready  to  give  up  in  despair;  but  the  wail  of  distress  which  they 
uttered  in  their  extremity,  reached  the  hearts  of  the  whole  people  of 
this  grejit  country  —wo  may  say  of  the  whole  world  -and  from  every 
quarter  came  words  and  deeds  of  sympathy  and  succor.  The  hearts 
and  purses  of  the  American  people  were  opened  to  relieve  our  dis- 
tresses -the  lightning  Hashes  of  the  telegraph  were  invoked  to  convey 
to  us  substantial  tokens  of  love  and  sympathy,  and  thus  strengthen 
and  encourage  our  people  to  new  life  and  hope 

And  in  this  season  of  want  and  sufifering,  our  noble,  God-blessed 
institution  has  demonstrated  that  its  teachings  of  Fraternity,  Charity 
and  Hrotherly  Love  are  not  mere  professions,  but  are  living,  active 
principles  which  are  practiced  as  well  as  preached.  It  would  be  a 
work  of  supererogation  for  me  to  attempt  to  supplement  what  our 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  will  say  in  his  address  on  this  subject; 
but  as  the  recipient  of  very  many  of  the  letters  conveying  sub- 
stantial tokens  of  love  and  affection  from  isrother  Masons  to  their 
suffering  brethren  in  Charleston,  I  desire  here  to  place  on  record  the 
gratitude  and  appreciation  which,  as  a  Mason,  I  feel  to  the  Craft  in 
general,  who  so  promptly  and  generously  came  forward  to  aid  and 
assist  their  suffering  brethren.  May  God  bless  and  keep  them,  and 
in  His  infinite  mercy  spare  them  from  any  of  the  suffering  which 
they  have  been  so  prompt  and  loving  in  endeavoring  to  alleviate. 

TENNESSEE,  1887. 

The  Seventv-third  Annual  Communication  was  held  on  25th  Janu- 
ary,  1887,  with  Grand  Master  Thomas  O.  Morris,  in  the  chair.  The 
tabular  statement  of  the  Grand  Secretary  shows  a  very  large  decrease 
in  membership,  yet  it  is  very  much  smaller  than  last  year.  On  the 
subject  of  non-affiliates,  the  Grand  Master  says: 
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yoH'affiiiala. — ^Again,  ihearmyof  non-nffl 
cliWH  Of  Masons  arc  wtlliag  to  eat  of  the  fri 
contribate  anything  to  bear  the  burdins. 
day  ID  TenneMefi  MosiAiry  when  every  indi 
dinate  lodge  will  have  the  nerve  to  nay  to 
othU  own  free  will,  it  umtters  not  how  higl 
othftrwiBe,  that  yon  can  not  enter  the  door  of  : 
besD  begging  tbt-i  cliura  for  y6»TH,  au'l  I  fo 
Ihatbettging  isat&neod  and  70  a  maBt  res 
QiaaS  Lodge  will,  il  it  be  possible,  tai  ever] 
atid  therefore  recommfeca  that  the  comat 
directed  to  tormiilale  bd  edidt  laying  nn  ai 
ates'  til  fenflessee  of;  say,  not  lesu  thaa  two 
the  Grand  Lodge  trensnty,  the  xanre  tn  bi 
lodges  in  whose  JQriudietion  the  QOD-'HfflHH 
wilt  not  pay  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Grand 
done  in  -sabordinate  lodges.  By  this  meani 
toi  ooBtribnte  or  beoome  debarred  from  all  I 
Miuo^ry,  at  leoat  in  Tenneaeee: 

Tills  seems  to  bo  the  aabjeot  of  prim 
btc^MD  of  Tennesitee,  for  we  fiud  the  co 
reedmmetidiDg  the  following  edict:    ' 

"  Sii  months  non-affiliRtioD  from  nhoici 
dictioi)  in  a,  Uaaonic  offense,  and  puoiBbabli 
from  all  the  righu  and  privileges  at  MaKi 
within  whose  territorial  ]iiriHdiction  si^ch  1 
after  due  notice,  tryttiem,  aod  it  fonnd  ga 

And  Hubiiaqaently,  a  brother  introdncing 

Resnlixd,  That  all  nonaffiliated  Master 
State  ofTeonesBee,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
countitig  frqin  January  1,  1^7,  the  snnj  o( 
ivy  of  tbe  Gland  Lodge,  and  failing  to  do  8< 
they  shKll  be  dealt  with  as  deliiiquenla. 

,fl«»o/wd.  That  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the 
dioate  lodgeB  in  the  State  <o  report  to  ti 
before  May  Isl  each  year,  the  name  and 
non-affiliated  Master  Maaon  within  (be  terri 
lodges  ren  pec  lively,  and  the  Grand  Seoretai 
thereafter,  mail  a  uotine  to  each  of  Ihetu 
said  sum  to  the  xecrelary  of  tbe  lodge  withi 
tiun'of  which  said  non-afflliate  re-ides.  TI 
tbe  enniB  so  oolleoted,  and  the  names  of 
those  in  default,  with  his  annual  return  to  t 

Rtsolveil,  That  those  neglecting  to  pay  lh< 
in  prescribed,  or  Miling  to  render  to  the 
reanOD  for  so  failing,  ahall  be  declared  ini 
nil  the  riKhts  and  piivileges  of  Musonry. 
iu  the  printed  proceedings  of  the  Grand  L 
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But  the  consideratioa  of  the  whole  sabjeot  was  erentaally  post-- 
poned  until  the  next  annual  communication,  wh^re  it  will  probably* 
rest  without  disturbance.  '     ■  • 

Bro.  Caswell  A.  Goodloe,  Grand  Master.  ' ' 

Bro.  John  Frizzell,  Grand  Secretary. 

Bro.  Frank  M.  Smith  made  the  report  on  correspondence;  including 
Alabama  for  1885. 

TEXAS,  1886. 


I  'J 


'The  Fifty-first  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
hbld  on  14th  December,  1886,  with  Grand  Mastet  Z.  E;  Cooinbes, 
presiding.  The  Masons  of  this  jurisdiction  affiliated  nun^ber  ^0,11(7,' 
the  increase  during  the  year  being  sufficient.  Tet  we  find  that  the 
dimissions  number  as  many  as  the  raisings 

Twenty  dispensations  for  new  lodges  were  granted  during  the  year, 
while  the  charter  of  one  lodge  was  forfeited. 

A  resolution  providing  for  a  **  Veteran's  Roll  "  in  all  the  lodges  who 
should  be  exempt  from  dues  was  introduced,  but  it  received  deserv- 
edly a  quietus  from  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  who  reported 
adversely  to  it,  as  being  antagonistic  to  the  rights  of  the  lodges  and 
in  opposition  to  the  Grand  Lodge  constitution. 

A  Lodge  of  Sorrow  for  the  365  members  of  thd  jurisdiction  who 
had  died  during  the  year,  as  is  required  by  a  standing  resolution  of 
the   Grand  Lodge,  at  which  Bro.  James    B.  btubbs    delivered    an 
etilogy.    llie  Grand  Lodge  at  this  communication,  however,  repealed ' 
this  standing  rule,  and  such  a  lodge  will  not  of  necessity  be  held  in" 
the  future 

Charges  were  preferred  against  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
attendance  upon  it  in  an  intoxicated  condition,  and  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  was  expelled  from  all  the  rights  aild 
privileges  of  Masonry. 

An  effort  for  the  establishment  of  a  ''Widows' and  Orphans'  Hom^*' 
iri  being  made,  and  to  this  end  $23,000  of  the  Charity  Fund  and  one- 
half  of  the  gross  earnings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  has  been  appropriated. 
This  is  to  be  put  out  on  interest,  until  a  sufficient  sum  shall  have  been 
accumulated  to  warrant  a  commencement.  If  great  .discretion  is, 
U8e4  And  the,  effort  be  continuous,  we  may  see  another  like  t]^at  of^ 
Kentucky,  or  even  more  brilliant. 

A  committee  on  work  was  provided  for,  but  The  Grand  Lodge  re- 
fused to  witnews  the  exeraplificsition.    •  '  .     .'   ';'■'» 

The  t^rand  Lodge  refused  to  recognize  any  of '  the  so-called  Gratid' 
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Lodges  of  the  Ueiicua  Repablic  aotil  mare  t 
than  is  DOW  known,  and  it  can  bo  demoDstl 
tend  to  [eDinin  i  ode  pendent  nymbolic  GruD 
the  Supremn  Conocll. 

A.  J.  Kose,  Salailo,  GraDd  Hiialer. 

T.  W.  Hndeon,  HouBtoQ,  Giand  Secrelarj. 

Bro.  E,  J.  SimkiiiB  presented  lh[>  report  o 
teviewiDg  the  proceedings  of  Alnlianin  tor  ISf 
powera  of  tbe  Grand  Uaeter,  hn  eayn,  ns  fotli 

An  eliibornte  report  was  uiade  by  n  spei'inl  c 
of  the  Gr^ud  MiiHter.  uho  appciirH  to  have 
that  tlie  Grand  Muster  conid  di'  tiujtbiDf;  not 
COnstitntiou,  eipresaly  or  by  necessary  iniplii 

He  iniiHt  be  "a  liigger  man  than  Graut,"  in 

We  beg  Bro.  Siukine  to  look  at  the  repor 
Ond  that  if  not  forbidden  by  tbe  coustitutior 
Owo  sweet  aill,  but  mnat  ascertuin  if  the  a 
Landmarks  or  tbe  iisitges  of  Masonry. 

UTAH,  18S7. 

ThiH  Grand  Lodge  held  its  sinteonth  Hnnni 
18th  day  of  January,  1887,  with  Bro  Parley  Lj 
Uaater.  The  Craft  in  this  jurisdictio'i  seemi 
growth;  during  the  year  but  one  only  being  ii 
active  Masons.  Twenty  were  raised  and  tv 
Don-payment  of  dues;  eighteen  were  affilial 
But  to  counterbalance  the  affilintt^d,  eighteen 

The  financial  condition  of  tbe  Grand  Lod^ 
very  gooi. 

We  find  among  tbe  decisions  of  the  Grund 
ns  as  particnlatly  strange.  A  lodge  received 
petitioner  had  been  rejected  on  (wo  succesi 
had,  discussion  on  the  ballot  was  allowed  in  1 
sideration  of  the  ballot  was  entertained,  a  (h: 
petitioner  elected.  And  all  of  this  being  s 
Matiler,  save  the  discussiou,  which  he  reprov 
Hacrednesu  of  the  ballot,  was  endorsed  by 
following  language: 
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Lodge  No.  7,  in  btilloting  three  times  on  the  petition  of  a  candidate 
for  the  degrees,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  in  onr  opinion,  the  action  of 
the  M.  •.  W.'.  Grand  Master  was  characterized  by  sound  judgment  and 
discretion,  and  inasmuch  as  no  appeal  comes  up  from  an}'  member  of 
that  lodge,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  his  wise  counsel  and  advice 
will  be  heeded,  and  that  no  such  iriegularities  will  occur  hereafter. 
We  therefore  recommend  tbat  his  action  in  the  premises  be  sustained. 

It  is  not  wonderful,  then,  that  discussions  should  be  numerous. 

Action  was  deferred  on  the  applications  for  recognition  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Lower  California,  Oaxaca,  Morelos,  Hidalgo,  and 
Porto  Rico. 

The  committee  on  the  International  regulations  from  Louisiana, 
agreeing  with  Louisiana  as  to  some  of  them,  and  differing  as  to 
others.     And  with  regard  to  the  third,  they  speak  thus: 

'3d.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana  has  exercised  the  right,  and 
claims  that  it  is  her  duty,  as  well  as  that  of  every  other  Grand  Lodg6, 
ns  the  foundation  and  basis  of  all  Free  Manonry,  to  ascertain  and 
declare  what  institutions  or  bodies  claiming  to  be  Masonic  or  calling 
them  elves  Masonic,  are  really  Masonry,  and  of  the  true  body  of 
Masonry,  or  fraudulent,  spurious  or  clandestine,  and  warn  the  Craft 
of  Louisiana  against  such  as  are  not  legitimate  and  true,  even  by 
prohibitive  edicts,  if  necessary." 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Utah  adheres  strictly  to  Ancient  Craft  Ma- 
sonry in  recognizing  only  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow- 
Craft  and  Master  Mason.  It  knows  no  other  Degrees  or  Bodies  in 
Masonry,  and  it  does  not  assume  to  intrench  upon  the  rights  of  other 
bodies  claiming  to  be  Masonic,  so  long  as  its  rightful  and  exclusive 
control  over  Blue  Lodge  Masonry  is  not  interfered  with. 

This  we  think  the  true  position. 

Grand  Lodge  approved  the  General  Masonic  Convention  then  to  be 
held  in  Chicago  in  June  past,  and  recommended  the  attendance  of 
the  Grand  Master  and  Past  Grand  Masters.  The  committee  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  however,  are  very  explicit  in  their  enumeration  of  the 
effects  of  the  convention,  as  witness: 

It  appears  that  the  convention  is  called  far  the  purpose  of  mutual 
consultation  and  advice  upon  subjects  of  general  interest  to  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry,  and  that  any  move  toward  a  formation  of  a  General 
Grand  Lodge  will  be  discountenanced.  Under  these  conditions  we 
approve  of  the  movement,  and  are  of  the  opinion,  that,  if  our  Grand 
Master,  and  one  or  more  of  our  Past  Grand  Masters  would  attend  the 
convention  much  good  could  be  derived  therefrom  for  the  Grand 
Lo  Igeof  Utah.  Our  Grind  Lodge  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  the  more 
wisdom  we  can  gather  from  older  and  more  experienced  scholars  of 
Masonry,  the  better  it  will  be  for  our  jurisdiction  and  its  future  gov- 
ernment. 
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Parley  Lycurgns  Williams,  Grand  Master. 

Christopher  Diehl,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  the  report  on  correspondence,  reviewing 
Alabama  for  1885.  On  the  re^/ort  of  oar  committee  on  jarispmdence 
on  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  Grand  Master,  he  says: 

The  committee  on  jurispmdence  submitted  a  lengthy  report  **  On 
the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master.*'  It  differs  with  the  opinion  of  a 
great  many  Masonic  writers  on  the  subject,  one  of  whom  is  oar 
Grand  Master,  Bro.  P.  L.  Williams.  We  admit  th»it  the  report  is 
ably  written,  and  the  views  of  the  committee  clearly  expressed,  never- 
theless, we  cannot  subscribe  to  them. 

Please  say  why,  Bro.  Diehl,  and  answer  the  arguments  advanced. 

VERMONT,   1887. 

'  It  is  not  our  habit  usually  to  note  the  special  commnnications  held 
by  the  varioas  Grand  Lodges  for  the  purpose  of  laying  corner  stones 
or  other  purposes,  but  that  held  by  this  Grand  Lodge  on  the  top  of 
Bird's  Mountain,  on  August  27th,  1886,  under  the  direction  of  Grand 
Muster  Marsh  0.  Perkins,  is  so  unique  in  its  character,  and  the  foun- 
dation stone  there  laid  of  a  monument  also  unique,  that  wo  are  com- 
pelled to  notice  this  to  give  our  brethern  a  conception  of  the  work 
aud  also  of  the  antiquity  of  our  institution.  We  know  there  are 
many  who  sneer  at  the  last  insinuation,  just  as  there  are  those  who 
doubt  the  best  established  facts  until  we  almost  "doubt  if  doubt 
itself  be  doubting."  The  monument  is  peculiarly  a  masonic  one, 
the  blocks,  whether  of  marble,  or  stone,  or  brick  being  donations  of 
individual  Masons,  with  their  names  as  Masonic  emblems.  The 
various  parts,  as  it  tapers,  being  devoted  to  the  Symbolic  Lodges  at 
the  base— then  the  oapetular — then  the  cryptic,  and  last  of  all  the 
Templar.  We  give  entire  the  address  of  the  Grand  Master,  because 
we  hope  it  may  prove  as  interesting  and  instructive  to  you,  my 
brethren,  as  it  has  to  us: 

This  is  pre-eminently  a  '*  monumental  "occasion  on  a  monumental 
spot — for  the  monumental  purpose  of  adding  a  puny  memorial  of 
man's  insignificance  to  the  grandest  monuments  of  earth -the  ma- 
jestic mountains.  The  idea  is  certainly  unique  and  without  any 
exact  parallel,  so  far  as  I  know,  '*  in  the  dark  backward  and  abysm  of 
time,"  and  happy  indeed  shall  I  feel  if  I  do  not  make  a  monamental 
failure  in  attempting  to  condense  into  twenty  minutes  even  a  cursory 
mention  of  a  few  of  the  chiefest  works  of  a  conspicuously  indos- 
trious  society  of  earnest  and  skillful  laborers,  through  a  period  ex- 
tending a  long  way  anterior  to  any  written  history. 
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*'  I  have  gathered  a  posie  of  other  men's  flowers  and  nothing  bat 
the  threaid  that  binds  them  is  my  own,"  Montaigne  says  of  himself 
and  hin  work,  and  certainly  that  is  all  I  can  hope  to  do.  This 
gathering  of  a  few  facts  from  almost  an  infinite  number,  has  been  a 
pleasant  Uisk  to  me,  and  involved  a  sweeping  glance  across  the  page 
of  history  since  the  earliest  ages. 

The  sentiment  that  culls  us  here  is  a  worthy  one,  and  born  of  a 
Society  which  is,  itself,  a  lasting  monument  of  the  triumph  of  truth 
and  Patience  and  Love  over  the  vices  and  depravities  of  human 
nature.  Our  minds  naturally  turn  to  a  little  inquiry  concerning 
the  object  of  our  gathering  here  on  the  *'  summit  of  this  high  hill  " 
to-day,  clad  in  the  garments  and  wearing  the  traditional  jewels  of  the 
most  Ancient  and  Honorable   v<>ociety  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Our  object  is  simple  enough  in  itself,  it  is  to  erect  a  monument 
whose  like  is  unknown  anywhere,  but  which  is  destined  to  outlast 
our  poor,  frail  bodies,  and  will  serve  to  remind  succeeding  gene- 
rations of  craftsmen  that  their  brethern  of  the  mystic  tie  in  the 
olden  time,  met  here  in  concord  and  harmony  and  celebrated  their 
festival  in  the  manner  and  after  the  spirit  of  their  yet  more  An- 
cient brethren,  whose  example  has  long  outlived  any  knowledge  of 
their  race  or  era. 

The  origin  of  the  custom  we  will  consider  a  little  in  connection 
with  the  work  done  by  the  order,  and  which  we  appear  to  be  follow- 
ing. So  the  little  I  have  to  say  on  this  occasion  will  be  in  that 
channel  of  investigation,  but  confined  as  strictly  as  possible  to  Ma- 
sonic work,  and  necesssarily  barely  touching  upon  it,  as  the  subject 
would  till  volumes. 

Mankind  has  in  all  ages  and  among  all  races  commemorated  events 
and  historic  incidents,  and  the  lives  and  characters  of  famous  per- 
sons, and  established  boundaries  of  kingdoms  and  municipalities 
and  estates  by  erecting  some  lasting  memorial  after  their  lashion 
and  knowledge  and  skill.  Gold  and  silver  and  bron/.e— bricks  and 
granite  and  marble — even  earth  and  wood  have  all  been  employed 
extensively  from  the  earliest  times  to  testify  in  enduring  form  to 
man's  respect  and  pride  and  love. 

*'  Thou  shalt  not  remove  thy  neighbor's  landmark,  which  they  of 
old  time  have  set  in  thine  inheritance,"  early  became  a  law  unto 
mankind,  and  is  embodied  in  the  written  law  of  all  civilized  people, 
and  following  down  through  the  centuries  since  man  first  claimed  dis- 
tinct property  in  his  own  particulir  fig  tree,  the  boundaries  be- 
tween governments  as  well  as  the  estates  of  individuals  have  been 
marked  by  some  lasting  token  and  recognized  as  conveying  a  legal 
meaning  and  an  unquestioned  right 

The  earliest  authentic  or  traditional  account  we  have  of  Free 
Masons  represents  them  as  i^ui/der.s— skilled  workmen,  masters  of 
the  operative  art  of  hewing  and  squaring  stone,  with  the  effective 
and  practical  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the  mallet,  the  plumb,  square, 
level  and  other  tools  n^w  represented  in  the  beautiful  symbolism 
of  speculative  Masonry.  They  were  Builders,  in  more  senses  than 
one,  and  the  careful  student  of  this  age  can  see  that  those  ancient 
craftsmen  often  '*builded  better  than  they  knew." 

We  can  see  that  their  skill  and  patience  often  gave  a  tone  and 
poloring  to  the  policy  of  nations.     We  can  see  how  their  beautiful 
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work  and  poetic  ideas  carved  in  slone  unconsciously  ten-^ed  to  ele- 
vate tile  masses  and  cultivate  a  taste  among  them  for  beautiful  things, 
covering  the  whole  range  of  monumental  and  other  buildings,  aque- 
ducts and  bridges,  and  expanding  and  developing  very  naturally 
into  the  finer  and  higher  art  of  sculpture. 

I  had  o£ten  thought,  before  visiting  foreign  countries  at  all,  that 
if  our  institution  is,  in  fact,  as  ancient  as  it  is  claimed  to  be,  there 
must,  or  ought  to  be,  some  connected  translatable  data  recognizable 
in  their  great  works  which  required  centuries,  in  some  instances,  !o 
complete,  and  some  of  which,  even  now,  appear  almost  untouched 
by  the  coir«  sion  of  time.  I  found  the  suppo^itlon  correct  in  many 
respects,  and  I  am  very  sorry  that  some  brother  of  m<iny  languages 
and  profound  archaeological  scholarship  has  not  given  this  brauch  of 
inquiry  special  attention  and  effort,  heretofore,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Craft. 

I  believe  no  one  now  who  is  informed  upon  the  subject  will  dispute 
the  statement,  ihsit  first  of  all  the  Temple  of  Solomon — the  gigantic, 
rock-hewn  temples  of  Ii  dia  the  amazing  ruins  of  Central  America 
and  Yucatan  -the  massive  pyramids  and  temples  and  obelisks  of 
Egypt — the  beautiful  strnctur  s  of  Greece  -the  Cloaca  Maxima  of 
Rome,  and  the  mighty  aqueducts  and  walls  and  churches  and  mosaic 
pavements  and  amphitheatres  of  Italy,  and  in  fact  all  Europe,  to- 
gether with  the  castles  and  bridges  and  cathedrals  of  Britain  and 
the  Continents,  were  constructed  during  the  lapse  of  ages  by  skilled 
artisans  whose  methods  and  education  appear  to  be  almost  identical, 
and  whose  acknowledged  marks  appearing  on  their  work  are  much 
the  same,  only  differing  in  fin^'r  and  more  artistic  finish  in  the 
later  time. 

I  have  only  time  to  allude  to  a  very  few  of  the  most  remarka- 
ble instances  of  the  authentic  work  of  the  Craft,  without  entering 
at  all  into  the  domain  of  speculation,  as  you  can  find  that  in  the 
books  discussed  at  length.  I  say  authentic  work,  because  the  evi- 
dence of  authenticity  is  borne  upon  the  structures  themselves. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  certainly  the  oldest  I  have  ever 
seen,  is  the  Cloaca  Maxima  of  Rome-  the  great  sewer  running  un- 
derneath the  City  of  the  Seven  Hills,  built  by  the  King  Tarquinius 
Priscus,  5^8  years  before  the  Christian  era,  almost  twenty-five 
hundred  years  ago  —to  drain  the  marshes  of  the  Velabrum  outside 
the  oily.  It  is  gracefully  arched  and  built  of  ma>sive  blocks  of 
stone,  nicely  fitted  without  cement  or  mortar,  an«l  each  st-  ne  bearing 
its  pecular  mark  of  the  workman  who  fashioned  it.  This  work  is, 
to  all  appearance,  as  perfect  as  it  was  the  day  of  its  completion. 
These  same  marks,  with  many  others,  wo  find  in  the  foundation 
and  ruins  lately  exposed  in  the  excavations  on  the  site  of  Solo- 
mon's Temple,  and  we  can  readily  follow  them  all  the  way  down 
to  the  merging  of  operative  into  speculative  Masonrj'. 

Throughout  Scotland,  England,  Belgium,  France,  the  Rhine  Valley, 
Switzerland  and  Italy,  the  existing  monuments  of  the  Brotherhood 
are  veiy  numerous  and  un(]U«  stionably  genuine,  and  the  prime  feature 
in  all  their  work  that  commended  itself  to  my  mind  as  the  plaine^^t, 
is  the  comparative  ease  of  determining  the  wje  of  the  work.  Of 
course  I  do  not  mean  the  year,  but  the  historic  period  of  its  con- 
struction.    To    illustrate :    In    the    majestic   Cathedral    Minster   of 
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York,  EDgland,  are  to  be  seen  four  distinct  periods  recorded  in  stone, 
marking  definitely  enough  the  time  when  its  varioxis  parts  were 
built. 

The  Roman  foundation  beneath  the  lower  crypt  was  there  before 
A.  D.  150,  or  200,  and  the  Romans  were  then  called  pagans  and  it 
was  then  a  pagan  temple.  Superimposed  is  more  Roman  work, 
but  after  the  Roman  rule  had  ceased  forever  in  England,  and  the 
Roman  dynasty  in  the  North  had  become  a  thing  of  the  past,  and 
the  Christian  religion  bad  found  a  tirm  foothold  in  Deira. 

I  say  Roman  work,  but  it  may  possibly  be  the  worx  of  artisans 
who  learned  their  art  of  our  brethren  who  came  down  the  Rhine 
with  Drusus,  450  years  before.  No  one  can  tell  that,  but  it  seems 
probable  enough  that  the  men  who  hewed  and  squared  and  num- 
bered these  stones  1300  years  ago,  and  more,  had  heard  and  were  in 
a  manner  familiar  with  the  story  of  the  Temple  and  its  builders. 
Then  comes  the  heavy  Saxon  and  the  graceful  Normati. 

Let  us  see  how  we  read  the  proofs  and  what  they  are.  A  mere 
novice  learns  to  recognize  Roman  work  readily.  That  nation  left 
the  impress  of  its  language  and  manners  and  artizanship  indelibly 
fixed  wherever  its  eagles  found  an  abiding  place,  and  1950  years  ago, 
operative  Masonry  was  a  mighty  fact  in  ifoman  polity.  So,  in  the 
lower  crypt  <f  York  Minster  are  found  on  every  exposed  stone  just 
exactly  such  marks  as  are  pictured  on  our  Master's  carpets  now,  to- 
gether with  a  great  many  more.  The  triangle-— the  circle— the  point 
— the  Yod— the  oval —the  circle  and  point,  and  many  others. 

Mr.  Godwin,  of  the  London  Society  of  Antiquaries,  says,  that  *'in 
his  opinion,  if  these  marks  were  collected  and  compared,  it  might 
assist,  without  doubt,  in  connecting  the  various  bands  of  operatives, 
who,  under  the  diredion  of  the  Churchy  spread  themselves  over  Europe 
during  the  middl^^  a^es,  and  are  known  as  Free  Masons  " 

All  these  marks  have  well  known  meanings  and  are  wonderfully 
interesting,  and  they  were  all  used  by  pagan,  or  more  properly  hea- 
then nations,  before  the  Christian  era  and  some  time  afterward;— 
always  by  masons  -builders  -the  priesthood-  for  misons  and  build- 
ers were  of  the  priesthood  or  monjistic  orders  even  until  the  later 
days  of  operative  Masonry.  The  art  wa.s  their  property  and  its  mys- 
teries preserved  by  them  sacred. 

The  triangle  of  the  pagan  builder  und«T  Romnn  rule,  becomes  a 
triangle  surmounted  by  a  cross  soon  after  (iOO  a.  d.  Why?  Because 
PuulinuK  before  that  had  come  to  Britain  and  preached  the  new  gos- 
pel and  baptized  Ring  Edwin,  and  converted  many  people  to  the  new 
faith,  and  the  offspring  of  heathen  Romans  became  Christians,  and 
were  taught  to  revere  that  which  their  fathers  for  generations  had 
crucified  and  despised  Then,  also,  for  the  first  time,  we  find  the 
cross  of  Constantine,  the  labarumj  adopted  by  early  Christians  as  a 
symbol,  being  the  first  two  letters  of  the  Greek  name  of  Christ  and 
from  which  comes  the  *Hn  hoc  sjj/no"  of  the  Templars  Then  comes 
the  **vesica  pisce,?"  or  rude  fish  of  the  Saxon,  another  and  later  sym- 
bol of  the  Christ,  and  after  that  in  the  more  modern  building  we  find 
a  great  variety  of  crosses  and  monograms  and  letters  introduced  by 
Flemish  and  Breton  craftsmen  from  the  con  inent 

I  have  spoken  of  York  only  as  a  good  example  of  what  may  be 
found  all  through  Great  Britain,  especially  West  Mioster  Cloisters 
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and  Chapel  of  the  Pyx  -Oanterbury — Salisbary — Chester — Olasgow— 
Darham— Wiodsor  and  £diiiboro  Castles  -Holyrood — St.  Martins, 
etc.  I  refer  only  to  the  marks  of  the  workmen  who  without  any 
doubt  were  genaioe  operative  Masons,  whose  only  intellect  oal  cnl- 
tnre  it  is  qnite  probable  was  a  knowledge  of  oar  symbolism,  because 
the  fabrics  built  by  their  teachers  bear  the  proofs  not  only  of  highly 
cultivated  classic  learning,  but  a  finished  knowledge  of  the  operative 
art  of  working  out  their  conceptions  in  enduring  stone.  Ihey  were 
priests  and  friars  and  monks.  The  following  generations  of  B^asons, 
not  of  the  holy  orders,  learned  slowly  of  them —slowly,  becaase  the 
mysteries  of  building  and  architecture  learned  in  the  East  were  jeal- 
ously guarded  from  the  common  laborer  by  these  priests  and  monks. 

In  York,  also,  is  the  earliest,  and  I  do  not  know  but  the  only  in- 
stance in  England  of  the  use,  as  a  mark,  of  the  Phallus  of  the  ffgyp- 
tians,  or  rather  a  rude  representation  of  it,  by  stone  masons.  Origi- 
nally  it  was  a  column  or  pillar  springing  out  of  a  circular  pedestal  or 
block  hollowed  out  like  a  saucer,  and  represented  the  producing 
principle  of  Nature,  and  it  comes  down  to  us  through  numberless 
changes  as  the  '^point  within  the  circle*'  of  the  lodge.  So  you  see 
the  study  of  these  **marks'*  and  their  origin  and  meaning  are  vitally 
important  in  fixing  our  chronology  and  rescuing  us  from  the  charge 
of  anachronism. 

About  1096,  or  may  be  u  little  earlier,  all  Masters  probably  adopted 
some  craft  mark  -  some  sign  or  character  denoting  the  work  of  taeir 
particular  guild  or  lodge  sometimes,  and  sometimes  their  own  indi- 
vidually. The  Cathedrals,  etc.,  of  Britain  and  the  Continent,  as 
before  observed,  bear  very  many  such  marks,  and  the  same  token 
occurs  so  often  in  Cologne  and  some  other  Cathedrals,  and  I  am  told, 
Heidelberg  Castle,  that  it  seems  to  indicate  positively  that  some 
guilds  used  the  same  mark  in  common,  as  no  one  man  could  do  so 
much  work  alone.  They  are  usually  cut  in  the  inside  face  of  foun- 
dation stones— sometimes  an  inch  in  depth  by  two  or  three  inches 
long;  but  above  ground  they  have  been  found  under  plaster  or  stucoo, 
and  occasionally  on  the  outer  faces,  but  not  so  deeply  chiseled,  and 
many  of  the  older  ones  almost  obliterated  by  the  weather. 

In  the  old  Cathedral  of  St.  Werburgh,  once  a  Benedictine  Abbey, 
in  Chester,  England,  built  by  Hugh  Lupus,  the  nephew  of  William 
the  Conqueror,  on  the  foundations  of  a  Saxon  church  claimed  to 
have  been  built  in  845,  is  a  pulpit  carved  from  the  solid  trunk  of  an 
English  oak  almost  as  black  as  ebony.  It  is  very  ancient,  no  one 
can  determine  how  old,  aud  it  is  completely  covered  with  all  the  em- 
blems of  Blasonry  that  I  am  acquainted  with  and  some  that  I  know 
nothing  about,  carved  in  relief  from  top  to  bottom.  It  stands  in  its 
place  on  end  near  tho  chancel  and  attests  the  skill  and  great  patience 
of  some  learned  brother  ages  ago.  I  examined  it  several  times  very 
carefully  and  minutely,  and  compared  it  as  critically  as  I  could  wiUi 
the  wood  and  style  of  carving  underneath  the  misereres  in  the  choir 
stalls,  and  my  judgment  coincides  with  the  Sacristan's  that  all  that 
work  is  of  the  same  period  or  nearly  so,  and  at  any  rate  not  much  if 
any  later  than  1086.  It  seems  quite  in  keeping  with  the  accredited 
history  of  the  building  of  this  immense  temple  by  the  skilled  Blasters 
of  our  craft,  and  the  Church  esteems  it  one  of  its  treasnres,  and 
points  it  out  with  pride  to  its  many  visitors.     Wl^en  Cromwell's  forces 
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defeated  King  Charles  on  Kawton  Moor,  in  September,  1645,  just 
outside  the  city  walls  yet  standing,  this  pulpit  and  all  the  other  relics 
and  treasures  of  the  Ohuroh  were  securely  hidden  until  the  danger 
was  past,  in  the  dungeons  hewn  from  the  sandstone  under  the  Clois- 
ters in  earlier  ages. 

Once  more  referring  to  York,  which  is  without  much  doubt  the 
cradle  of  Free  Masonry  in  England,  I  will  barely  mention  the  legend 
deeply  chiseled  beneath  the  pediment  of  the  old  Masonic  building 
standing  just  outside  the  Minster  Close— **vbni—vidi—tace."  No 
one  can  euter  the  building  without  passing  under  this  potent  decla- 
ration of  loyalty  and  duty.  The  building  is  the  work  of  craftsmen 
and  has  been  occupied  by  the  brethren  frooi  very  early  times. 

In  London,  however,  is  the  quaintest  and  most  interesting  lodge 
room  in  the  world.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  the  oldest  known— it  is  lo- 
cated in  the  strangest  situation— it  has  boen  used  as  a  lodge  room 
continuously  since  its  construction,  through  prosperous  and  evil 
times, —it  has  been  the  protege  and  favorite  of  royalty,  and  again 
cruelly  and  savagely  denounced  and  persecuted  by  Parliament  and 
King.  Some  of  the  greatest  and  most  famous  of  England's  rulers 
have  occupied  its  highest  dais  and  wielded  its  gavel  and  conducted 
its  work,  and  in  the  fullness  of  time  resumed  their  place  among  the 
brethren,  no  greater  there,  and  no  less  than  other  Masters— meeting 
upon  the  same  level,  and  yielding  obedience  to  the  same  regulations 
and  aqcient  landmarks.  I  speak  of  St.  Johns  Lodge  of  Jerusalem, 
constructed  in  the  ancient  city  rjoall  of  London,  over  Clerkenwell  gate  or 
barbacan  of  St.  John.  It  originally  belonged  to  the  Knights  of  St. 
John,  and  continued  to  be  their  abiding  place  until  their  proscription 
and  suppression  (so  far  as  a  despotic  law  can  ever  suppress  the  ex- 
ercise of  Truth  andCharity  among  good  and  true  and  unselfish  men), 
by  King  Edward  Second  and  his  Parliament  in  1313. 

Richard  the  Lion  Hearted  was  their  Grand  Master  in  England,  and 
knighted  many  noble  crusaders  within  its  stout  oak  walls.  They 
now  have  possession  of  King  Richard's  gavel,  made  of  wood  brought 
from  Jerusalem,  and  used  by  him  in  the  lodge.  I  saw  it.  Of  course 
there  might  be  a  chance  of  some  mistake  about  the  genuineness, 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  identical  gavel  is  right  there  before 
your  eyes.  The  valiant  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  knighted  here,  and 
at  his  death  was  buried  in  the  old  round  Temple  Church,  so  dear  to 
all  Knights  Templar,  in  the  historic  garden  where  Plaotagenet  and 
Somerset  plucked  the  white  and  red  roses  in  1455,  so  dramatically 
told  by  the  greates't  genius  that  ever  lived,  Shaeespeabb.  Pembroke's 
brazen  effigy  lies  at  full  length  on  the  floor  over  his  grave,  clad  in 
complete  mail,  with  his  ponderous  two  handed  sword  by  his  side. 
At  the  death  of  Pembroke  the  Temple  property  passed  to  the  Knights 
of  St.  John  also,  and  was  held  by  them  until  their  downfall  in  1313. 
To  reach  this  lodge  room  one  must  enter  a  tavern  on  the  city  side  of, 
and  adjoining  the  wall,  and  pass  upstairs  through  the  room  long  oc- 
cupied by  Dr.  Johnson,  and  then  through  a  long  and  narrow  passage 
in  the  city  wall  to  and  up  a  dark  winding  stairs  so  narrow  and  steep 
as  to  allow  the  passage  of  but  one  person  at  a  time,  into  a  very  small 
room  where  the  Sentinel  meets  you,  and  from  thence  into  the  lodge 
room,  which  is  made  entirely  of  oak  timbers  hewn  out  and  pinned 
to  floor  i^nd  wa^ls  ^nd  o^iling  with  woodeo  pins,  and  so  old  thf^t  it  is 
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absolntely  altDosl  blnck.  For  fnlly  fonr 
the  brethren  knew  eien  of  the  eiistence  < 
almost  the  oaly  secore  plaoR  where  they 
several  reigDii,  aod  then  only  by  iieconD 
honpes  coaoectiiiij  with  the  tavera,  and 
from  the  lodge  aod  gomg,  ooe  at  a  time,  tl 
betweeo. 

AboDt  a  oentary  b((o  all  kDowIed|;e  of  tl 
ranean  ways  aeemH  to  have  been  lost,  but 
London  nodergtonDd  Bailway  one  of  Che 
anil  eiplored  a  long  wav  in  several  direc 
rectlyto  Kt.  Johns  or  Clerkenwell  giite  i 
while  aoother  (very ''judiciouxty."  hb  the 
led  oalside  the  city  walln.  Our  brethieD  in 
of  "keeping  their  powder  dry,'  and  werer. 
if  they  conldu't  read  or  write  roiieh. 

Aa  this  day  marks  n  new  era  in  the  bisti 
ctety~a  kind  of  specnlative  retam  to  tl 
cannot  do  better  io  closing  this  brief  and 
diHcouoected  sketch  than  to  express  the 
ex  imple  to  the  Brotherhood  thronghont  t 
may  be  nn  honor  to  the  Free  Masons  of  T 
constrnction  iind  a  thing  of  pride  to  nil  ol 
State  Itself  may  be  proud  of  its  sons  and 
and  jnstly  had  reason  to  be  heretofore,  a 
derlyiug  and  prompting;  this  work  may  a 
broader  obedieoce  and  revereLce  than  ere: 


Its  ninety-fourth  ano 
1S8T,  Iho  same  Grand  Master  presiding 
made  to  active  inemberahip  daring  the  yet 
nre  that  the  suspension  for  noo-pavment 
mach  less  than  is  usually  found  where  the: 

The  Orand  Master  reporta  a  "healthy  i 
ttnding  onr  brethren  generally." 

Quebec  having  cut  off  all  Masonic  int 
Ijodge  of  Englaod,  the  Grand  Mnater  Ihii 
consistently  act  otherwise  than  to  staod 
Quebec  to  the  last,"  and  recommends  sii 
Lodge  of  Vermont,  and  the  Grand  Lodge  n 

Eaoli-ed,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Vei 
MiiBonic  interconrso  with  the  Grand  Lodgt 
and  Masons  olaiming  to  oue  alleginnce  to  i 


!nded  that  to  qualify  i 
P  M.  Degree  Hhoold  be  conferred  "in 
Slasteru." 
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The  copy  of  the  proceedings  received  by  us  is  mutilated,  depriving 
as  of  a  part  of  the  report  of  committee  on  grievances,  p.  95,  and  of 
that  of  the  jurisprudence  committee,  p.  96.     Why  so? 

Alfred  A.  Hall,  Grand  Master. 

Lavant  M.  Read,  Grand  Secretary. 

M.  W.  Bro.  L.  C.  Butler,  M.  D.,  once  more  comes  to  the  front  with 
the  review  of  Grand  Lodges  in  his  masterly  style.  Alabama  for  1886 
was  before  him,  and  he  snys: 

In  quoting  the  conclusion  of  the  long  report  on  the  **Power8  of 
the  Grand  Master,'.'  we  intended,  Bro.  Piilans,  to  be  understood  as 
approving  it,  for  certainly  the  **C()nclu8ion"  is  so  carefully  worded  as 
to  preclude  the  possibility  of  disapproval. 

Longer  we  cannot  dwell  with  Vermont,  and  must  reluctantly  leave 
this  pleasant  report. 

VIRGINIA,  1886. 

The  one  hundred  and  ninth  annual  communication  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  this  State,  was  held  on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1886, 
M.  W.  Bro.  Francis  H.  Hill,  Grand  Master,  presiding. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  note  the  decadence  of  interest  in 
Masonry  in  this  our  oldest  Grand  Lodge  on  this  continent.  The  loss 
in  membership  is  108  ;  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  num- 
bering no  less  that  229.  Yet  we  find  that  dispensations  were  issued 
for  the  formation  of  four  new  lodges,  betokening  that  still  ''there 
was  life  in  the  old  land  yet."  Charters  were  granted  to  each  of  them 
at  this  session. 

Steps  were  taken  by  this  Grand  Lodge  to  begin  the  erection  of  a 
Temple,  that  its  successors  may  have  an  abiding  place,  but  the  com. 
roittee  to  whom  the  business  is  intrusted  is  limited  in  expenditure  to 
$110,000,  a  wise  precaution. 

William  F.  Drinkard,  Grand  Master. 

Wm  B.  Isaacs,  jr.,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  former  of  these  made  the  report  on  correspondence — Ala- 
bama for  1885  being  amoug  the  proceedings  reviewed. 

We  give  his  objection  to  one  of  the  rulings  of  Grand  Master 
Bankhead. 

HeUij  That  when  a  member  objects  to  the  conferring  of  any  of  the 
degrees  on  au  applicant,  and  states  the  reason  to  the  Lodge,  the 
whole  subject  becomes  the  property  of  the  Lodge,  and  may  be  con- 
sidered and  determined  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  lodge,  the  ob- 


94  APPENDIX.  1887.) 

jeotor  exoeptdd  ;  and  if  the  lodge  shall  decide  by  a  iinaDimoas  TOte, 
the  objector  excepted,  that  the  reasons  giveQ  are  not  safficieat ;  the 
Master  may  confer  the  degree.  , 

The  third  decision  is  not  in  accord  with  the  custom  in  this  jons- 
diction.  We  ballot  for  each  degree,  and  las  of  donrse  the  objecting 
brother's  ballot  would  prevent  the  passing  of  an  £.  A.,  it  w(yftldbe 
ns^ess  to  give  the  First  Degree  against  his  protest. 

Only  stating  that  iu  Alabama,  as  in  Virginia,  the  applicant  has  to 
be  balloted  for  in  each  degree. 

,  Xn.ovder  that  the. Virginia  opinion  of  onr  attitadenoii,  tib<epK^*>' 
gntiVeS' question  may  be  fully  understood,  We  will  be  obliged  to  copy 

the  rest  of  his  comments  on  Alabama:  :    <-  ■  !;<'•  ) 

The  Grand  Lodge  adopted  an  exhaustive  and  able  report,  claiming 
for  the  Grand  Master  the  prerogatives  secured  to  him  b;^  the  land- 
marks.    Would  that  we  had  room  for  uU  of  it. 

Brother  Palmer  J.  Pillaus  presented  an  excellent  Report  on  Foreign 
Correspondence.  It  is  largely  made  up  of  interesting  extracts  from 
other  reporters 

Virginia  receives  due  notice.  It  was  Grand  Master  Cobb  (not  Bank- 
heAd^  that  several  years  ago  raised  the  question  of  prerogative.  He 
has  aone  the  Craft  good  service  in  raising  It,  "whether  hie  intended  to' 
do  so  or  not. 

WASHINGTON,  1886. 

The  twenty-ninth  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
this  Territory  was  held  on  2nd  June,  1886,  with  Grand  Master  Louis 
Ziegler,  presiding. 

The  number  of  members  on  loU  1807,  with  a  fair  increase  during 
the  year. 

Three' disponsation  for  new  lodges  were  issued.  To  three  lodges, 
charters  were  granted.  • 

The  Grand  Master  is  opposed  to  the  Grand  Lodge  being  chartered 
by  the  State.     How,  then,  could  it  acquire  or  dispose  of  property,  fbV 

it  could  neither  sue  or  be  sued?     His  reiasons  follow:  ^ 

•     '    •'     ... 

In  this  connection  I  desire  to  say  that  I  am  even  opposed  to  the 
incorporation  of  Grand;  Lodges,  because  I  am  one  of  those  who 
firmly,  believe  that  Masonry  is  law  unto  itself,  and  purxK)se  keeping 
it  so,  and  am  therefore  opposed,  in  any  manner  to  the  placing  of 
our  Grand  Lodges  in  the  unhappy  perdicament  of  having  onr  "Ckyn- 
stitutions,  laws  and  edicts  forced  into  secular  Courts,  or  the  Courts  of 
the -land,  for  I  he.  purpose  o£  adjusting  mere  legal  rights. 


<  -r 


The  liodgesare  taxed  pet  capita  one  (dollar  for  the'^^en^hil  fiitid 
and  one  for  the  representative  fund,  and  yet  with  these  two  dollars 
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per  member,  in  oonsequenoe  of  the  tnilage  and  per  diem,  the'Grabd^ 
Lodge  balahoe  sheet  shows  less  than  twenty  dollars  ip  iiand.    'Wti.ai 
would  oar  Alabama  Lodges  say  to  two  dollars  fpr  each  membei!  ^s 
Qrand  Lodge  dues?  i  .     . 

After  a  lengthy  and  intei^esting,  as  well  as  InstmotiTe  report,  trdm 
the  cpmmi^t^e  on  correspondence  in,  reliEi^ioo  to  the  (Quebec  a|)dj 
England,  estr«mgement,  the  Gra^d  Lodge  adopted  the  following 
resolutions:)  ••  mi 

ResolvMf  That  in  order  to  heal  the 'bitt^i'  animosities 'n()w  existing 
between  the  Grand  Lodglss  of  Quebec  and  England, 'the  Gi'and  Lodge 
of  W^shinfi^ton  most  fraternally  i^equedts  the  Grand  Lod^e  of  Eh^- 
land  to  advisd  the  thr'e^  lodges  mentioned,  located  in 'the  City  of 
Montreal,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec, to  tmitdwi'th  th^  Grand  Lo^gles ' 
of  Quebec,  an'd  on  thdr  failure  or  refusal  tb  do  so,  th'&t  titie  charters' 
of  the  same  be  arrested  or  Withdrawn.'  •    . 

Resoli^  That  this  Grand  Lodge  re-iterates  itn  firm  adhestoh  t6  the' 
doctrine  of  unequivocal,  undivided  Grand  Lodge  sovereign tt*  and 
that  none  oiher  can  be  tolerated  by  Sovereign.  Grand  Lodgis  widloht 
endangering  the  peace  of  the  Masonic  pdwerv  of  the  WdHd. 

'  Proposed  amendments  to  the  constitution  wese  numerone.    . 

Bro.  Jjouis  Zlegler,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Thomas  Milburn  Beed,  Grand  Secretary. 

The    latter    presented  the  report  on    correspondence— Alabama 
for  1385  being  found  therein.    The  Brethren   of  Alabama  will  pfipr- 
don  us,  we  know,  for  occupying  the  space  accorded  to    his  aii^tl-- 
ments  and  notice  of  our  Grand  Lodge  action  regarding  the  powers ' 
and  prerogatives  of  our  Grand  .Master.    They;  ore   from  its   notice, 
u^nder  Alabama's  and  his  "Conclusion r 

Now,  In  respect  to  what  the  committee  say  regarding  *'t;he  ^i^nted ' 
powers"  and  the  ''limitations  upon  these  powers  already  existing/* | 
in  the  coni^traing  of  State  constitutions,  or  with  reference  to  tnunic-' 
i|)al,  or  positive  civil  law,'  we  present  ho  objection,,  but  in  thrs  we  do 
nc^  thiuK  the  analogy  in  good,     l^heremust  be  some  ficcepted  prittii- 
tive  tule  of  action  which  ot  right  empowere  men  to '  eniact  law$  f or ' 
their  owtl  gc^ernment  and  the  regulation  of  civil  Society.    In'a  pri-^ 
mal  relation  they  meet  for  such  purpose  by  ncUurial  right.     Frdih  this 
pt^nt.  we  understand  this  committee  to  reason  to  their  ebnclusio^/^ 
na-m<eiy,  that  ail  powers  possessed  and  not  granted  are  reserved^'a' 
proposition  to  which  all  win  agree.     Ntfw  how  far  isthie  made^^p^li-' 
cable  to  Masonic  law.  in  respect  to  the  inh^ent  powei^  in  the  Grand' 
Master  ?    The  right  to  those  powers  in  a  Grand  Master  must  inure 
by  some  authority— he  d^es  not  possess  them  by  natural  right— he 
himself  is  not  Grand  Master  by  nalttral  right.     The  ri^ht  that  gives 
him  such  distinction  gives  him  the  power  to  hold  and  exercise  its 
funotiontf,  and  by  that  same  anthority  controls  the  poWer  with  wbi^h 


i 


96 


APPENDIX. 


(1887. 


he  is  iovcHted,  in  virtue  of  bis  office,  io  the  exercise  of  the  duties  of 
which,  he  is  also  invostetl  with  certain  discretiouary  powers,  or  pre- 
rogativew  without  which  his  administration  would  be  greatly  ham- 
pered uud  its  efficiency  impaired. 

This  committee  say  that  * 'neither  Masonry  nor  the  office  of  Grand 
Master  is  the  creature  of  any  written  constitution."  This  is  only 
true  in  an  abstract  sense,  and  in  that  sense  that  a  government  estab- 
lished by  a  people  could  exist  without  a  icriiten  law,  or  constitution. 
The  fact  that  Masonry  and  Grand  Masters  existed  at  a  period  in  the 
history  of  the  fraternity  without  icrUten  laws  or  constitutions,  adds 
nothing  to  the  strength  of  the  committee's  argument.  It  does  not 
exist  HO  to-day,  nor  will  it  probably  ev^r  so  again.  All  power,  in  onr 
judgment,  is  inherent  in  the  body  of  the  Craft,  and  since  it  has  as- 
sumed the  exercise  of  that  power  through  one  supreme  head,  a  Grand 
LoDOK,  established  by  constitutional  regulations  within  limitations 
of  territory,  which  modern  usage  has  sanctioned  as  law,  its  jurisdic- 
tion over  all  matters  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  within  such  territo- 
rial limits,  is  supreme  and  exclusive,  ^'possessing  all  the  attributes 
of  sovereignty  and  government  -legislative,  executive  and  judicial." 
These  attributes  of  authority  and  power  encroach  upon  no  landmark 
nor  impair  any  obligation  strictly  or  essentially  Masonic. 

But  in  so  far  as  the  fffed  of  law  is  concerned,  as  long  as  that  law  is 
recognized  and  re^pectod,  it  makes  little  difference  whether  it  be 
•*Zex  scripta'^  or  "/ejc  non  seripia."  One  is  just  as  sacred  as  the  other, 
until  abrogated  or  repealed.  The  statement  that  the  office  of  Grand 
Master  is  not  a  creature  of  the  law  is  wholly  untenable  in  the  sense 
implied,  for  every  Grand  Master  in  our  day  and  generation,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  occupies  his  station  and  exercises  his  duties  and  pre- 
rogalives  by  virtue  of  law,  written  or  unwritten. 

The  fact  is  that  no  ^j^'ce  can  exist  independent  of  some  law,  regu- 
lation, edict  or  decree  creating  it.  The  stream  can  not  rise  above  its 
fountain  head,  nor  the  creature  be  clothed  with  greater  power  than 
the  creator.  Originally,  before  the  days  of  written  constitutions, 
there  was  but  one  Grand  Master,  who  was  chosen  by  the  whole  body 
of  the  Craft,  and  to  whom  all  power  in  respect  to  the  govemmeiU  of 
the  Craft  was  delegated.  If  his  powers,  or  any  one  of  them,  are  not 
subject  to  constitutional  or  legislative  control,  then  innovation  has 
been  the  order  of  the  day,  since  the  first  constitution  was  enacted; 
for,  if  such  be  true,  there  can  be  one  Grand  Master,  or  autocrat,  for 
the  Craft,  and  he  must  be  born  of  the  whole  body  and  not  of  any  part 
or  parcel.  If  this  be  so,  the  obligations  a  Mason  assumes,  too,  are 
simply  a  farce,  for  in  none  of  which  is  there  any  exception  that  an 
election  to  an  office  absolves  a  Mason  from  the  vows  he  has  taken  to 
ever  support  and  maintain  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  frater- 
nity, and  to  see  them  duly  executed.  But  this  subject  is  too  long  to 
pursue  further  at  this  time.  We  will  simply  say  that  in  our  judg- 
ment there  are  few  Grand  Lodge  constitutions  iu  existence  to-day, 
that  would,  witbout  a  violation  of  the  letter  and  spirit,  sustain 
the  authority  of  the  Grand  Master  to  make  a  "Mason  at  sight." 

THE  POWERS  OF  A  GRAND  MASTER. 


This  is  an  important  question,  and  needs  to  be  diseucsed  calmly 
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and  considerately,  to  the  ond  that  truth  in  its  clearest  form  may  be 
evolved,  and  Freemasonry  in  its  primitive  purity  and  j^lory  made  to 
stand  upon  solid  foundations.  The  question  now  inviting  discus- 
sion is  not  so  much  as  to  what  distinctive  powers  and  })rero^atives  a 
Grand  Muster  may  properly  and  lawfully  exorcise,  f(>r  these  must  ac- 
cord with  enlij^hted  public  Masonic  sentiment,  but  as  to  whether, 
since  Grand  Lodj^es  of  Symbolic  Masonry  have  assumed  Sovereij^n 
power  over  the  Craft,  the  Grand  Master  exercises  his  rjincedrtj  powers 
and  prerogatives  by  rij^ht  inhcn'nt  in  him,  (ex  ofhcio)  or,  through  the 
Sovereign  will  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  other  words  does  the  (rran<l 
Lodge  have  control  over  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master,  and  if  so, 
to  what  extent. 

Freemasonry  as  it  exists  to-day  is  a  constitutionally  organized 
body  complete  in  itself,  distinct  in  all  its  fundamental  elements  ;  in 
its  government,  objects  and  aims.  We  aftirm  and  maintain  the  com- 
plete sovereignly  of  a  (Jraiid  Lotlge  in  all  matters  Masonic  :  legishv- 
tive,  executive  antl  judicial.  Its  powers  encompass  all  landmarks, 
laws,  rules  and  methods  of  government  appertaining  to  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry,  with  the  right  to  enforce  its  edicts  ov*;r  the  Craft  of 
its  obedience  within  given  territorial  limitations  Jt  is  the  one  and 
only  one  complete  conservative  authority  over  Symbolic  Masonry. 
The  question  may  be  properly  asked,  then,  can  a  Grand  Lodge  be  a 
Sovereign  Masonic  j)ower  and  the  Grand  Master  at  the  same  time 
exercise  any  function  of  office  not  sul)ject  to  the  will  and  control  of 
the  Grand  Lodge?  This,  it  appears  to  us,  strikes  at  the  kernel  of 
the  whole  matter,  and  we  believe  an  affirmative  answer  to  the  (lues- 
tion  cannot  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  as  illogical,  if  not 
absurdly  inconsistent  with  language  and  common  sense.  In  the 
principles  of  government,  the  authority  to  do  an  act,  atfecting  the 
condition  of  the  few  or  the  many,  positively  or  relatively,  must  be 
comprised  a  Imr^  the  existence  of  which  pre-supposes  some  sovereign 
eiutctirnj  power  capable  of  its  enforcement,  alteration,  change  or 
annulment.  Uut  while  a  Grand  Lodge  is  absolutely  sover«ugn  in  all 
matters  Masonic,  it  cannot  alter  or  change  any  landmark  in  Masonry, 
for  these  are  the  foundation  stones  upon  which  Freemasonry  is 
builded,  and  which  it  covenants  to  protect  and  defend,  i  hen  the 
question  narrows  down  to  this  :  What  are  the  l^andmarks  of  Ma- 
sonry ?  These  are  not  so  easy,  beyond  (jueslion,  to  define.  Few,  if 
any,  of  our  ablest  Masonic  archaeologists  and  jurists  fully  agree  upon 
this  point.  This  diversity  of  opinion  seems  ever  to  have  existed, 
and  if  we  acceyit  the  spcrulaliir  opinions  of  some  ot  our  more  modern 
writers,  it  widens  rather  than  diminishes  as  time  rolls  onward.  The 
practice  has  become  entirely  too  common  ot  late  to  confound  the 
laws  of  Masonrv  with  the  Landmarks.  iJut  the  Landmarks  are  in 
general  terms  recognized  by  all  as  thos«»  indestructible  standards  and 
principles  in  the  polity  of  Freemasonry  winch  not  only  inhere  to  its 
very  essenrti  as  a  system  of  morals,  illustrated  by  s\  mbols,  but  att'ord 
that  vital  and  sufficient  .support  to  its  pristine  purity  which  are  es- 
sential to  its  existence  and  which  will  iusur«!  its  continuance  and 
transmission,  unimpaired,  to  future  ages,  while  time  shall  last.  It 
is  therefore  evident  that  the  organism  of  Fretinas»»nry  is  such  that, 
although  Grand  Lodgts  are  sovereign  in  all  matters  appertaining  to 
the  govwnment  of  Symbolic  Masonrv,  and  of  the  ('raft  of  their  obe- 

7 


9g  APPENDIX.  1887.] 

dience,  they  cannot  alter  or  change  a  Landmark  in  Masonry  more 
than  a  purely  divine  and  holy  being  can  commit  sin.  In  fact,  it  is 
the  most  important  function  of  a  Grand  Lodge  to  preserve  intact  the 
Landmarks. 

And  furthermore,  we  will  say,  that  a  Grand  Lodge  has  power  to 
clothe  the  Grand  Master  with  extraordinary  authority  and  preroga- 
tives in  all  matters  and  to  any  extent  not  subversive  of  the  true  prin- 
ciples and  ground  work  of  Masonry.  But,  in  our  opinion,  there  is 
only  one  way  in  which  a  Grand  Master,  elected  to  preside  over  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  govern  the  Craft  by  Constitutional  authority,  as  in 
the  existing  order  of  things  — only  one  way,  we  say,  in  which  he  can 
be  clothed  with  powers  and  prerogatives,  over  which  a  Grand  Lodge 
can  have  no  control,  and  that  is,  by  abolishing  the  whole  Grand 
Lodge  system  as  a  governing  body,  and  falling  back  upon  the  primal 
laws  and  methods  for  the  government  of  the  fraternity,  before  the 
days  of  Grand  Lodges,  when  the  Grand  Master  was  elected  by  the 
**  whole  body  of  the  Craft,"  and  by  common  consent  made  their 
irresponsible  ruler  and  potentate.  But  while  our  Grand  Lodge 
system  exists,  it  is  an  unwarrantable  assumption  to  claim  such  in- 
herent power  for  the  Gr^ind  Master.  The  functions  of  a  Grand 
Master  are  still  of  great  and  acknowledged  potency  ;  he  rules  and 
governs  not  only  in  the  interim  of  Grand  Lodge,  but  as  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive and  commander  (so  to  speak)  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Craft, 
but  the  fact  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that  he  is  a  Mason  only  by 
virtue  of  his  obligations,  and  without  which  he  could  not  be  Grand 
Master  ;  that  he  is  subject,  as  all  other  Masons  are,  to  the  laws  of  the 
Grand  Lodge,  with  no  inherent  right  to  abuse  or  set  them  at  naught. 
True,  as  we  have  said,  prerogatives,  high  and  extraordinary,  are 
given  to  the  Grand  Master,  not  by  divine  right,  but  by  laWj  by  sov- 
ereign Masonic  power  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  authorized  by  methods 
and  regulations  of  its  own  choosing,  which  in  every  legal  and  essen- 
tial sense  are  the  sovereign  governing  powers  of  Masonry  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  to  deny  which,  in  our  judgment,  is  to  re- 
pudiate and  render  farcical  every  material  obligation  a  Mason 
assumes. 

Very  recently,  in  a  fraternal  communication  from  an  able  and 
veteran  Craftsman,  one  of  world-wide  prominence,  who  has  devoted 
a  long  life  to  the  service  of  Masonry,  and  in  the  study  of  its  princi- 
ples and  government,  he  submitted  to  us  the  following  question  : 
'*  If  a  Grand  Master  obligates  himself  to  obey  the  Constitution  and 
is  at  liberty  to  and  does  violate  its  provisions,  of  what  force  or  value 
is  an  obligation  ?"  In  truth  and  verity  we  can  see  but  the  one  an- 
swer to  the  query,  namely  :     None,  whatever. 

In  the  foregoing  the  Brother  fancies  that  the  Alabama  committee 
had  assumed  that  Grand  Masters  generally  were  autocrats  within 
their  jurisdictions,  and  though  sworn  as  every  other  Brother  is  to 
support  the  constitution,  with  power  to  trample  it  under  foot,  &c. 
We  think  that  the  report  has  been  too  hastily  read,  for  nowhere  in 
it  can  be  found  any  other  than  that  the  constitution  is  supreme,  un- 
less it  should  in  any  part  attack  the  landmarks  of  masonry.     That 
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report  accords  to  the  Graod  Lodge,  as  representiDg  the  general  as- 
sembly of  masoDs  supreme  power,  just  such  power  as  the  conyention 
of  masons  who  made  the  constitution  had.  In  that  instrnment  we 
find  the  powers  of  the  Grand  Master  described  in  a  very  general 
way  as  *'  that  he  shall  see  that  the  rules  and  usages  of  the  Graft  are 
strictly  observed."  And  the  conclusion  of  the  committee  was  that 
whatever  powers  are  allowed  him  by  the  usages  of  the  Craft,  not  pro- 
hibited by  the  constitution,  we  may  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Alabama 
exercise. 

The  very  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  provides  for  amend- 
ments, but  these  can  only  be  made  by  the  great  body  of  masons 
speaking  through  their  lodges  by  independent  lodge  action  during 
the  recess  of  Grand  Lodge.  We  have  but  few  of  the  constitutions 
of  Grand  Lodges  within  reach,  but  we  know  of  none  which  provide 
for  all  the  dispensations  issued  by  Grand  Masters— dispensations 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  well  being  of  the  order,  and  its  welfare. 

WASHINGTON,  1887. 

The  thirtieth  annual  communication  was  held  on  first  June,  1887, 
with  the  same  presiding  officer. 

We  find  the  Grand  Master  granting  a  dispensation  to  confer  a  de- 
gree out  of  time,  and  we  do  not  find  that  the  Grand  Lodge  became 
indignant  thereat.  Is  this  power  specially  * 'nominated  in  the  bond,** 
Brother  Reed?  See  what  Grand  Master  Ziegler  has  to  say  about 
being  restricted  to  granted  powers  only  : 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  trial  resulted  in  the  triumphant  acquittal 
of  the  accased,  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Master  to  obey  the 
order  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 

Now,  inasmuch  as  our  Constitution  hath  limited  the  prerogatives 
of  the  Grand  Master  by  restricting  his  powers  to  almost  inactivity 
and  placing  him  in  the  anomalous  condition  of  a  mere  figure  without 
any  disciplinary  powers  at  all,  yet  demanding  of  him  as  the  Land- 
marks require,  **To  exercise  a  general  and  careful  supervision  over 
the  Craft  and  see  that  the  Constitution,  Statutes  and  Regulations  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  are  strictly  maintaine  ),  supported  and  obeyed,  and 
to  discharge  all  the  necessary  executive  functions  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
when  that  body  is  not  in  session,  and  to  do  such  other  things  as  are 
inherent  in  and  pertain  to  his  office  " 

This  is  the  language  of  our  Constitution,  which  is  strictly  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Ancient  Regulations  and  Landmarks  of  the  Fra- 
ternitv. 

But  with  one  fell  swoop  our  Constitution  disarms  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter of  the  disciplinary  powers  '*in  any  case,"  thereby  refusing  him 
the  essential  means  to  carry  into  effect  the  requirements  of  the  law 
and  the  duties  of  him  demanded  by  the  Constitution  of  Masonry* 
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Indeed,  it  is  passing  strange  and  difficult  beyond  conception  to 
divine  or  judge  the  controlling  powers  of  the  mind  of  the  framers  of 
onr  Constitution  that  induced  them  to  adopt  as  a  principle  of  Inw 
that  which  leaves  the  executive  officer  (of  any  institution)  especially 
of  a  Grand  Lodge,  without  executive  force. 

Of  conrse,  the  executive  of  Masons  cannot,  like  the  executive  of 
nations,  kill  men  for  treason;  but  he  must  have  executive  powers 
sufficient  to  compel  obedience  to  our  laws  and  his  orders,  or 
strip  the  rebellious  Craftsman  ot  his  Masonic  habiliments  and 
arraign  him  with  the  stripes  of  the  recreant.  Lot  us  view  this 
principle  of  law  from  an  operative  standpoint  and  conceive  in  onr 
mind  the  superintendent  of  numerous  workmen  charged  with  the 
task  of  erecting  a  maguiticent  edifice.  For  the  faithful  performance 
of  that  duty  ho  is  held  responsible  in  every  detail,  yet  with  all  these 
requirements  he  is  denied  the  power  to  discharge  from  the  corps  of 
his  operatives  a  workman  who  proves  rebellious  to  his  orders  and 
disobedient  to  the  established  regulations  of  arcitecture.  Methinks 
we  would  all  say  that  the  law  rostricting  his  power  to  discharge  un- 
worthy workmen  was  outrageous  and  should  bo  abolished.  Again, 
we  all  knr)w,  and  every  well-informed  Mason  will  admit,  that  the 
power  of  interdicting  Fraternal  intercourse  is  vested  in  the  Grand 
Master,  and  that  when  the  unpleasant  etnergency  arises  reiiniring 
the  severance  of  fraternal  relations  t>etween  Grand  Jurisdictions  the 
interdicting  powers  of  the  Grand  Master  are  invoked  and  he  is  re- 
quested to  exercise  thom  as  the  law  directs.  No  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry  would  even  dream  of  attempting  to  fulminate 
decrees  of  non-intercourse  by  its  own  edicts,  but,  to  the  contrary, 
over  recognizing  that  principle  of  law  which  places  the  interdicting 
powers  in  the  office  of  Grand  Master.  Then,  if  the  Grand  Master 
hath  power  to  suspend  fraternal  relations  between  Jurisdictions 
composed  of  many  Masons  abroad,  we  ask  in  all  candor,  has  he  not 
or  should  he  not  have  the  same  power  to  be  exercised  against  the 
individual  member  at  home  when  the  emergency  demands  it  to  be 
done  ? 

And  he  adds  : 

It  is  now  for  this  Grand  Lodge  to  say  whether  the  Grand  Miister  in 
endeavoring  to  enforce  the  laws  of  her  jurisdiction  and  in  upholding 
the  standard  of  Masonry  is  to  be  endorsed  and  supported  and  his 
rulings  concurred  in,  or  whether  Lodges  and  Ma.sons  engaged  in  open 
and  organized  sedition  against  onr  laws  are  to  receive  laudations. 

The  Grand  Lodge  most  properly  sustained  the  Grand  Master,  and 
approved  his  course. 

Charters  were  granted  to  two  new  Lodges. 

Amendments  to  the  constitntion  still  before  the  body,  and  efforti! 
for  either  diminishing  expenses  or  increasing  revenue  are  still  being 
made. 

Joseph  Smith,  Grand  Master. 

T.  M.  Beed,  Grand  Secretary. 
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Bro.  Ziegler  presented  the  report  on  correspodence,  reviewing  Ala- 
bama for  1886.  We  cannot  spare  space  but  for  one  extract.  Place 
it  beside  the  views  of  last  year's  writer.     Alluding  to  ourself  he  says: 

He  stoutly  defends  his  views  and  former  position  on  the  powers 
and  prerogatives  of  the  Grand  Master,  to  which  we  desire  to  give  a 
fervftut  Amen  (and  beg  to  be  permitted  to  say  with  Bro.  Drnmmond 
that  your  special  report,  Bro.  Pillans,  **was  the  great  feature  of  your 
proceedings  for  1885").  He  quotes,  with  much  inward  satisfaction, 
we  trow,  the  resolution  of  Maryland  reaffirming  her  oft-repeated 
approval  of  the  doctrine  of  the  inherent,  paramount  powers  of  the 
Grand  Master,  and  supports  Grand  Master  Boyd  stoutly  in  his  in- 
junctions to  brethren  to  stand  by  the  oid  principles  of  the  Fraternity 
and  be  not  swayed  by  the  subtle  intiuencos  of  modern  innovations. 
Ho  also  commends  Texas  in  her  moral  attitude,  and  speaks  a  kind 
and  encouraging  word  for  everybody  (excepting  only  poor  us).  We 
regret  to  quit  on  this  report.  It  is  invaluable  to  the  student  on  ac- 
count of  its  loyalty  to  the  cardinal  principles  of  Free  Masonry. 

WEST  VIRGINIA,  1886. 

The  Twenty-second  annual  communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
was  held  on  Dth  day  of  November,  1886,  and  the  Grand  Master  being 
detained  away  by  sickness,  it  was  opened  and  presided  over  by  K. 
W.  Hiram  K.  Howard,  D.  G.  Master,  as  Grand  Master.  The  address 
of  the  M.  W.  Grand  Master,  O.  8.  Long,  was  forwarded  and  is  printed 
in  appendix  to  the  proceedings,  it  having  been  received  in  time  to 
be  read  to  Grand  Lodge.  In  it  he  speaks  of  the  subordinate  lodges 
being  in  a  "healthy  condition,"  and  of  them  the  Grand  Secretary 
says  that  it  is  "very  sitisfuctory."    The  growth  is  fair. 

The  committee  on  correspondence,  in  relation  to  the  application  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico  for  recognition,  reported  the  following  : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Mexico,  praying  for  recognition  by  this  Grand  Lodge,  begs 
to  report  that  after  due  consideration  of  the  matter  wo  find  it  inex- 
pedient to  recognize  said  Grand  Lodge  at  this  time. 

Which  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  future  consideration. 

The  finances  appear  to  be  in  excellent  condition. 

The  business  was  of  purely  local  character,  save  that  pertaining  to 
Mexico. 

Bro.  H.  li.  Howard,  was  elected  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  Geo.  W.  Atkinson,  Grand  Secretary. 

P.  G.  M.  Guice,  now  Grand  Secretary,  presented  the  review  of  the 
proceedings  of  other  Grand  Lodges,  and  in  it  Alabama,  for  1885, 
receives  fraternal  notice. 
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The  Forty-third  Annnal  Coumanioation  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  the  14th  Jane,  1887,  Bro  Eugene  S.  Elliott  being  Grand 
Master. 

The  membership  of  this  jurisdiction  numbers  13,108,  and  there 
was  considerable  addition  during  the  year. 

Three  dispensations  for  new  lodges  were  issued  by  the  Grand 
Master,  two  of  which  were  chartered  at  this  communication. 

The  Grand  Master  ruled  that — 

A  lodge  which  confeis  a  degree  by  permission  or  request  of 
another  lodge  is  entitled  to  the  fee  for  the  same,  unless  otherwise 
stipulated. 

We  had  been  taught  to  believe  that  where  the  degree  was  con- 
ferred at  the  request  of  another  lodge  the  fee  enured  to  the  lodge  re- 
questing, as  the  act  of  conferring  the  degree  was  only  one  of 
masonic  courtesy.  The  committee  on  jurisprudence  disagreed  with 
the  Grand  Master,  but  only  say  that  at  the  last  communication  *'  the 
law  was  correctly  laid  down,"  but  do  not  give  it. 

He  also  would  entitle  the  candidate  to  trial  where  objection  to  his 
advancement  is  made,  and  if  acquitted  to  proceed  as  is  enunciated 
in  his  rule  20.     To  this  the  committee  say  : 

Decision  No.  **20"  is  disapproved.  When  objections  to  advance- 
ment are  made  the  candidate  is  not  entitled  *'to  trial  upon  charge 
and  specifications.'* 

So  say  we. 

The  finances  are  becoming  entangled,  expenses  exceeding  income. 

From  the  address,  we  extract : 


We  live  in  the  nineteenth  century ;  among  a  people  that  have 
found  steam  too  slow  and  are  harnessing  the  lightning  for  their 
steed  ;  among  a  people  that  crowd  within  forty  years  of  average 
human  life  a  century  of  work  as  work  was  done  a  century  ago  ;  who 
are  too  busy  to  dream,  too  thoughtful  and  acute  to  be  superstitious, 
who  are  intolerant  of  everything  that  cannot  prove  itself  to  be  of  use. 
A  people  who  grapple  the  present  and  reach  forward  to  the  future, 
but  wno  care  little  for  the  past ;  who  think  nothing  of  feeding  their 
locomotives  with  the  mummified  remains  of  the  Pharaohs  or  of  cov- 
ering the  most  sacred  monuments  of  antiquity  with  advertising 
posters.  In  such  an  age  and  amid  such  surroundings,  we  cannot 
afford  to  rest  content  with  traditions,  no  matter  how  glorious.  The 
world  is  rushing  forward  and  we  must  move  with  it  or  be  left  be* 
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bind.  I  concede  that  Masonry  is  and  should  be  conservative  ;  I  ad- 
mit that  it  has  no  use  for  new-fangled  notions  and  is  safest  when  it 
abides  by  the  teachings  of  the  fathers  ;  but  I  urge  that  we  should 
put  more  nineteenth  century  vim  into  those  teachings.  Let  us  be 
more  charitable,  more  social,  more  faithful.  A  meagre  attendance 
at  Lodge  meetings,  a  year  finished  with  no  expenditures  for  benevo- 
lence, entertainments  to  which  our  wives  and  families  are  not  ad- 
mitted, all  this  indi(;ates  dry  rot  which  must  be  checked  or  the  fabric 
will  go  to  pieces.  Our  danger  is  from  within,  not  from  without. 
The  ranting  of  an  army  of  detractors  cannot  affect  an  institution 
which  has  withstood  the  ravages  of  centuries. 

Thus  much  we  are  able  to  gather  from  the  copy  of  proceedings  re- 
ceived by  us.  If  we  had  the  time  we  would  send  for  another  copy, 
for  this  is  mightily  mixed,  the  last  half  being  a  repetition  of  the  first. 
But  it  is  now  on  the  eve  of  our  communication,  and  we  are  anxious 
to  get  through  for  it. 

WYOMING,  1886. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Communication  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was 
held  on  7th  December,  1886,  with  R.  W.  J.  A.  Goddard,  D.  G  M.,  as 
Grand  Master,  the  Grand  Master  not  being  present.  He  forwarded 
hin  address,  however,  though  received  too  late  to  be  read,  it  is  pub- 
lished. He  says  the  lodges  are  all  in  a  flourishing  condition.  There 
was  an  increase  in  membership  of  twenty-four,  leaving  the  total 
as  472.  Two  dispensations  for  new  lodges  were  granted.  Two  char- 
ters were  authorized. 

From  the  oration  of  Brother  William  Ware  Peck,  we  give  you  bis 
history  of  masonry.  It  may  prove  instructive  to  many  of  you.  We 
know  that  it  will  prove  interesting.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  state 
the  different  views  entertained  by  different  prominent  and  eminent 
masons  as  to  the  origin  of  this  hoary  old  institution  of  ours.  His 
views,  however,  we  give  : 

Prior  to  715  B.  G.  the  Masonic  Order  is  more  or  less  traditional 
and  mythical.  It  reaches  back  into  the  deep  shadows  of  the  Roman 
and  Grecian  antiquities-  back  into  the  still  deeper  shadows  of  the 
Hebrew  antiquities  -back  into  the  yet  deeper  shadows  of  the  Egyp- 
tian antiquities  ;  and  has  no  complete  historic  record.  But  these 
things  are  facts,  that  during  those  anterior  periods  architecture  and 
masonry  were  united  arts— that  they  were  one  art — that  the  art 
flourished— that  it  was  vocationally  pursued  by  fraternities —that 
those  fraternities  were  bodies,  composed  of  educated  architects  and 
skilled  operatives  -that  they  had  distinctive  constitutions  and  laws, 
special  privileges,  and  secret  and  ceremonial  ritualism,  symbolism 
and  initiation—that  they  very  largely  represented  the  intellect  and 
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culture  of  their  aij4«^K  tlmt  they  wert;  a  tlistinj^uished  and  exclusive 
class,  ami  Were  held  lu  hi^ii  repute.  Hert^  were  the  eleiu-^nts  of  ;» 
Masonic  Order  in  the  cnndi'uuis  of  unity,  peculiarity,  exclusiveueHs 
and  rank.  The  theory,  which  traces  the  order  back  to  Solomon,  has 
a  lint-  of  fact  to  rest  upon  :  and  the  theory,  which  traces  it  beyond 
hiui  to  th»;  coiiiinencenient  of  Hebrew  history  iu  E^^ypt,  when  the 
Hebrews  wen-  fav«»red  and  honored,  and  were  necessarily  brought 
into  intimacy  Willi  an  eniiru^nt  E<:^yptian  profession,  represented  by 
«;(  ouH?try,  architecture  and  skilled  construction,  has  a  line  of  fact  lu 
rest  up'»n.  Tim  mind  is  naturally  and  justly  led  to  the  conclusion, 
that,  durinj^  those  anterior  preriods,  a  Masonic  Order  prevailed, 
shapid  and  colored,  of  course,  by  the  early,  shifting  and  now  effete 
civilizations.  Durni'^  those  ancit^nt  days,  dark  with  a  ^  ncral  spirit- 
ual daikness,  tie  members  of  the  art,  or  onler  were  wont  to  call  the 
Supreme  Ik^in^  the  unknown  Goil  -the  Great  Architect  of  the  Uui- 
vers",  and  the  Heavens  His  Temple  ;  and  thus  to  revere  Him,  as  the 
Muster  liuilder. 

The  tu'der  tirst  emor^^ed  upon  the  face  of  history  in  715  B.  C.  in 
fuUv  defined  and  distinct  actualitv  -in  full  bodied  maturity  ;  a  fact, 
str'»n«;ly  su}4^'t.'-.tive  of  tin-  idea,  that  it  had  had  a  far  extended  pre- 
existence.  In  tliat  year  Numa  Pompilius  founded  the  Ctdleges  of 
Ijuihlcvs  :  e^tablish«.d  a  hi;^h  standard  of  membership  f<.»r  them  ;  in- 
troduced into  them  s(»me  nf  the  Egypto- Hebrew  mysteries,  tinctured 
by  infusions  of  some  (»f  the  (.ireco-Koma»i  mysteries  ;  organized 
them  with  ritujdism,  symbolism,  and  secret  and  ceremonial  initia- 
tion tlitis  iluthing  them  with  end)lem.itic  chjiracter  ;  invested  them 
will'  the  right  to  regulate  their  wages,  the  rights  of  monopoly  and  of 
jurisdiction  over  internal  disput<»s,  and  other  immunities  ;  distin- 
guished thiym  by  privilege  and  exclusivenoss  :  and  divided  their 
members  into  api)r(^ntices.  craftsmen,  and  magistri,  or  masters. 

Si'ice  that  date  its  evidence  has  been  a  compbte  historic  record  : 
its  existence  continuous  :  its  character  (^omplexioned  by  the  a.spects 
of  the  hither  ages  :  and  its  growth— at  times  disturbed  by  dynastic 
chaijg*',  civil  cr)iji motion  and  persetMition  expansive  and  powerful  ; 
trom  the  center  rooting  down  and  out  into  civilistic  progress,  and 
interweaving  tbrongh  the  entire  social  fabric.  Wherever  the  order 
«.'\i«^tevl  in  the  east,  its  net'essity  and  importance  secured  to  it,  V>y 
l»ap;d  bulls  and  royal  grants,  th<;  several  rights  of  wage-regulation, 
monopoly  and  separate  jurisdiction,  and  other  and  valuable  immu- 
nities, h.-^  nomenclature  beciime  varit;d  and  modoruized.  Its  mem- 
bers caiii-'  to  bt!  called  masons,  as  a  name  more  vocationally  signiti- 
iMiit  :  and  thru  frei'  masons,  because  of  their  exemptions.  The 
ditlerent  fraternities  occupied  lodges  near  their  constructive  work, 
in  which  they  dw(;lt,  designed  and  held  iiH>etiugs  :  and  the  term 
lodgt-  caim.'  to  signify  the  fraternity  In  (ireat  Britain  superior 
lodgt  s  \ver(;  toriiK-d,  as  distinct  from  the  inferior,  or  common  lodges  - 
the  latt' r  Ining  occupied  by  the  operative  masons- -the  former  by 
the  dtsij^iieis,  who  Were  architects  and  speculative  masons,  and  were 
admittttl  bi-caiisc  of  special  talent  and  attainment:  after  this  exam- 
ple superior  lodges  were  fornuMl  in  (Terinany.  one  at  each  of  the  follow- 
iiig  pl.u-es  (V)logne.  Strasl)iirg,  Vienna,  Zurich  and  Magdeburg- - 
•  listinguished  in  like;  manner  from  the  operative,  or  common  lodges 
of  that  country:  superior  lodges  were  uext  and  iu  like  mnuner  formed 
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in  France  :  and  finally  became  general  :  these  superior  lodges  were 
called  grand  lodges,  and  their  niagistri,  or  masters  grand  masters  : 
and  so  the  names,  grand  lodge  and  grand  master,  came  into  use. 
The  crowning  feature  was  added  :  Christian  cojiverts— teachers  and 
laymen  entered  the  order-  some  to  get  livelihood,  as  craftsmen- 
some  to  have  refuge  from  persecution— some,  drawn  by  intellectual 
and  moral  attraction  ;  for  the  standard  of  the  order  was  high  morally, 
aH  it  was  intellectually  :  Christianity  was  advancing ;  the  human 
mind  was  unifying  and  converging  under  its  canopy ;  its  subtle, 
quiet  and  supremo  atmosphere  pressed  upon  and  entered  into  the 
fraternities  they  became  a  Christianized  institution. 

Talents  are  fraternal-  knowledges  are  fraternal  :  the  talent  and 
the  learning  of  other  departments  sought  and  received  entrance  into 
the  order  -fraternizing  with  the  gifts  and  attainments,  that  were 
special  to  it.  Thus  the  order  becatne  a  general  and  a  great  nursery 
of  taste,  art,  letters,  philosophy,  legislation,  morals  and  manners. 

Operative  masonry  is  founded  on  geometric  principle  and  is  de- 
pendent upon  design.  It  embraces  all  the  descriptions  of  the  use- 
ful, the  ornate,  the  luxurious  and  the  imi)osing  :  and  is  inseparably 
allied  to  all  the  orders  of  architecture— the  simple,  the  complex,  the 
light,  the  elaborate  and  the  grand.  As  prior  to  715  B.  C,  so  after- 
wards, until  1416  A.  D.,  architecture  and  construction  constituted 
one  calling  in  two  departments.  Thus  the  order  became  an  especial 
school  for  useful  and  high  and  tine  art,  and  for  trained  and  skilled 
labor  in  all  the  forms  of  masonry.  The  members  of  the  order,  in  or- 
ganized bodies,  spread  widely  over  the  civilized  world— carried  the 
art  with  them  -and  practiced  it,  as  they  went. 

This  was  the  general  status  of  the  order  from  715  before  until  1716 
after  Christ— a  period  of  2431  years. 

Bro.  N.  R.  Davis,  Cheyenne,  Grand  Master. 

Bro.  W.  L.  Kuykendall,  Cheyenne,  Grand  Secretary. 

The  latter  presented  his  review  of  proceedings,  making  his  bow  as 
reporter  with  some  grace  and  no  little  trepidation.  Alabama  for  1885 
is  found  there.  His  work  is  a  capittd  epitome  of  what  was  done  in 
each  jurisdiction. 
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NAMES  AND  NUMBERS 

With  Ihe  number  of  Memben,  amount  of 
Lodge,  and  the  numberof  thoie  Entered, . 
Rejected,  and  Dimilted,  $ince  tail  Retun 


Helio 


5  Alabitliiu  

4  KiHiiig  Virtue 

6  Uoalton 

7  MacoD     

9  GUexl 

10  Rojal  White  Hurt , 

1 1  MontgoTnety 

H'Floreuoe  

IBAlhen"   

'J'ii.SniDt  AlbaDB 

^2^,G^tiIge   WoshingtoD 

aSiDoIe 

2GiUFavBlte 

aTlsdnm  Fraternal  ... 
2!IRimDgSuD   

><l|\utHIIRa 

3l>|WnahiDgtoD 

;17  Conrtland 

39|Wetampks 

40]Mobi[B    

lliLmiiBHtoq. 


40,Di>inopoli8.    .. 

50  DnioD 

52N6W   Mnrket  . 
53  Greening 
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NulES   OF   LODOEB. 


GH  rnuipkiuBf  ille 

e2',SaiDt  JobQH 

64'Eiirekii I  33' 

65,Liberty   ...    i  20! 

67  HnmpueD  (tidaey j  SI  I 

(iM  HoUey i  18: 

O'Howftrd 1  43' 

TOjCentrel 1  44, 

71iTolio|ieka. '  5!»i 

72  Widixr'H  Son ■  151 

74,Soloiuon   l  351 

75  UokorviUe '2a! 


4i  27  5 

II  15  5 
ll  17  0 


M3Fri  ends  hip 

84  Erf>ph-.tic 

WUeridiao  Sud 

SlIPrnttvillB 

iMd'tistec 

91  Heury   

OBi'ruuknbatctiee 

97|LozHbatcbea  ...... 

lOl.Hftrtwell 

IWi-Shiloh 

lOti  HerinoD 

107|Choctftw 

112|Deai] 

lieOeKalb 

llONotiisiiIgn 

laSHeriidou, 

12ti!MortimeT  Boeder . . 

127|»oliv,.i- 

12!)  Geneva. 

larVorkvilU.. 

IS'liWilej 

13(>Cnity 

UOShalby 

142  BaldwiD   

143|llurle8on 

145.FraterDit; 


3l|  3   27  on]  5  F 


n  1    17 

>;  i  12 

ll  2<  42 
i'  2'  37 
I   2   lU 


60'  I  ] 
go]  1  ] 
50i  2:  i 


Kl. 


1 


HCMi-isouri 

117;l{oJnerville 

ir.3MoDroeville 

154|Nixlmrgb 

llillPfcuii^k 

Itl-ilHomlril . 

lOil^Fuyetleville  AutLeotic    . 

lliBiJIuuDt   Hope      

ITttElba 

17-J,Kt)lowshiii   


'2'lh  LoiUNvillti 

a-JT'JuLues  Peun 
2ti^*D<lll^ls  . . ,    , 

■iW  Itexar 

■i(3  ,Se|.ii1[.a.    ,. 


aSMlFairniotinl . 


a«  Jnlin  P«yii. 
3i4lifIiiiTiBnu, . 
:24TCr»pweU  . 


Si»3 


Rose  Hill   . 


16  UiiylM 
aSTErvin 

"I  rnlliideBa  

1-2  Hi((hlaiid . . 

^GIWuIddI  Grove.... 

;SMeri<Jina 

h  I'snHiver 

273  ClitUm 

275FrBDWort   

'277  LurkiiiBvilla   . .   . . 

^f<  Northern.    

38(1  SiiriRKvUte 

""ll  ChBrleH  Uaxkorvill 

13  DaviKtoD 

Ti  GeorgiiLMi 

286W«lker    

Ci  ClintoD   

89U  (Jileapiti    

:l<]|  NorriB  

SOBGentralCity 

315  JoDsaborongh 

319i:lullnvillp  


KI  Knrklunil   . 
linharity   ... 


it,'  11  12  (Kl^  2I  3   2 

12I  2    r,  oa  3|  2I  ij 
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33!>  Nnniifnlin 
-  iTJchns, 
33UOeorRi 

340  Oleur  Creek 
S4I  R<>agiiD 

344  Pikevilti 

345  Be bo 

341  i  Hnrlsboro 
348  Bienville 
34»  Uzurk. 
350  Sidney 


397|Hlacl(  OAk   . . 
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WOiHancevUle 

403  Green  Hill 

4(13  GhilderebarR 

4n6|Dorio     
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409(Poniitown 

ilOlHeleuft 

li:j  AmberKiin.  

4t3|E]igh  Shonlii 

WSlOakLe^el 

417|OeDree  tlmitb     . . . . 

420|d  room  town 
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43:iWarH 

43e  WinstoD  »Ur 

437(Fort  Pnyne 

43»HeB(Jliind   

430  Mount  Vernon   . . . . 

442'Bethlebem   .    

443:Anni9ton 

444  A  Unborn  ngh  

445Ciiler(i 

44fi;  Leeds. , 

44HIConlbQtg  

44'l;  Kankhend 
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SUSPENDED  FOR  NON-PAT: 


A  No.  3.— Jotiepb  M.  Kockwell— 1. 

Oii.RAD  No.  y.-Jobn  D.  V/nnd  -I. 

Montuoheut  No.  U.  — Alfred  B.  Golijuil,  \ 
cis  Shftckeltord  —it. 

Athens  No.  IG.— Gnleilninn  Wood,  Jnme 
Ynrbroagh  —3. 

Dale  No,  25.  -  Dnvid  Mflnloah,  William 
ert  T«it,  Jacob  N.  Wbinenb,int-S. 

Sblma  Fbatbrnal  No.  27.-Peler  Can 
Robert  McKeo,  Jnuioa  A.  RaDkin  -4. 

RcHiNci  Sim  No.  2U.— Thomns  N.  MatLin,  1 
G.  SftDders— 4. 

Wahhisoson  No.  3(!.- Abner  Judil— 1. 

MoBii,B  No.  JO.-Fcederick  Gnives,  Will 
D.  Prout— 3. 

LiviNoHToN  No.  41.— Benjnrain  P.  Hero, 
Seymour,  James  M.  HiaegaD,  Horace  B.  Le 

Oabto:<  No.  44.-  Jeiomo  Uonnparto  Pa 
Tliomiis  Moseley,  Samuel  William  Taylor- 

Nkw  Markkt  No.  52.  -William  W.  Drake 
ibald  A.  bnoeil,  William  F.  Hereford,  Georf 

Gregsino  No.  03.  -James  O.  PiokenH,  Ei 
TliomaB,  Saodtord  B.  Stront,  Young  M,  Ri 
11.  Salter,  William  B.  Baker,  John  T.  Darrcl 

TusKEciKB  No.  57.-l8aac  M.  Ford,  Albert 

Saikt  Johns  No.  '12,  — Janiea  Y.  Boyd— 1 

Hampden  Sidney  No.  67.--J"mes  A.  Cb 
William  UicbardHOD,  ThumaH  J.  Ron-land, 
Graves  -ti. 

Widow's  Sos  No.  7a.--Murtiu  L.  Alevani 
L.  Hays,  Henry  H.  Dolbron-J. 

CitoKlEBNo.  78.    -Look  A.  Hanks-I. 

EBorHOTio  No.  84.-(>liver  H.  P.  Moorer 

Prattvh.i.b  No.  h;i.  -James  C.  Bums— 1. 

Hknry  No.  1)1.      Iloory  M.  DaviH,  E.lgar  . 
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TucKABATCHEE  No.  96. — Tbomas  J.  Gibson,  Joseph  W.  Jordan, 
WiHiain  E.  Chad  wick,  John  Porter— 4. 

Uartwell  No.  101.— Lucius  L.  Allen,  William  E.  Butts,  John  W. 
Clardy,  Francis  M.  Davis— 5. 

NoTASULOA  No.  119.- -Felix  T.  Hudson,  John  T.  Estes— 2. 

Hebndon  No.  125.-- James  E.  Tuck — 1. 

Geneva  No.  129.— Angus  W.  Danly,  James  M.  McGowan,  Daniel 
Vaughn,  James  N.  McDuffie,  Joseph  B.  Peacock,  William  Cox,  James 
T.  We6ks-7. 

NixBUBOH  No.  154.- William  W.  Dillard,  Wash  L.  Welch-2. 

Penick  No.  161.— William  Johnson,  Linsy  Leackray,  John  Turner, 
William  H.  Wall,  John  Wilson,  James  Walker,  E.  Millan  Williams— 7. 

Hendbix  No.  162.— W.  J.  Bates,  R.  P.  Mills— 2. 

Elba  No.  170.— Eli  Nelson -1. 

Felix)W8Hip  No.  172. — James  B.  Hodo— 1. 

Andrew  Jackson  No.  173.— J.  R.  Gunter— 1. 

Mount  Uilllabd  No.  180.  —Thomas  Guthrie~l. 

Abebfoil  No.  181  — Micaija  L.  Stinson — 1. 

Cljntonville  No.  188.  -Julian  P.  Hutchison,  John  M.  Carmiohael, 
Jesse  M.  Moore,  Lewis  Russel — 4. 

HiLLABRE  No.  197.— James  A.  Neighbors— 1. 

KiLioEE  No.  199.— James  Wilson,  Seaborn  J.  M,  Joiner,  William  C. 
Smith— 3. 

Pettusvtlle  No.  207. — Davidson  Eaves — 1. 

Alexandeb  No.  208.— William  Jonas  Adderhold,  Elisha  D.  Mo- 
Clellao,  William  H.  Cooper,  Asberry  W.  Wingo,  Mack  D.  Broughton, 
Vincent  L.  Weir,  Rosea  J.  Dean,  John  B.  Ferguson,  Allison  W.  Led- 
better— 9. 

Putnam  No.  212.— James  Kilgore,  John  Oliver  Harris- 2. 

Sam  Dixon  No.  218.— Samuel  Segars- 1. 

Newton  No.  224. — Thomas  H.  Acre,  William  H.  Bracken,  James  B. 
Dell,  Angus  W.  Ford,  Richmond  L.  Jones,  John  W.  Powell,  Isaac  J. 
Stewart— 7. 

Dallas  No.  228. — Burrell  Higginbottom,  William  Haynes,  Thomas 
N.  Berry  hill -3. 

G.\DSDEN  No.  236— Columbus  Dunn— 1. 

Dawson  No.  244— James  Nicholls,  John  A.  Lansden,  Sam  C.  Mitch- 
ell-3. 

John  Payne  No.  245  —Ben.  F.  St ,  William  McCon— 2. 

Cbopwell  No.  247.— Baraett  F.  Alverson,  John  C.  Fant — 2. 

Lawbence  No.  248. — Thomas  D.  Richards,  Timothy  Lee — 2. 
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KnunD  No.  250.— -FraDcis  McCoonell, 

Galabortie,  Arab  M.  Cacter,  Larkin  Otgn 
NobthpobtNo,  252. -William  Durden 
WiLNni  Gbovi;  No.  2e4.-8amnBl   D.  S 

Standi,  Jr.,  Tbomaa  3.  Ellisoa,  Eliaa   B] 

liam  J.  Harria— 7. 
NoBTHEBN  No.  2TS. —William  B.  CoUiDf 

EdmoDdB-3. 

ChABLEB   BlSEEBVTLLE  No.  2S1. — GeoTg 

David  W.  AodrewB,  Isaac  Q.  MdloD— 4. 
Daviston  No.  283  —James  Bishop,  D.  I 

William  W.  Richardsoa,  Dnoiel  M.  O.  Cc 
Gbobuiana  No.  2$5. — Kinsey  L.  Davis, 

Eirkpatriok  — 3. 
Walkeb  No.  2SC.'~Charles  DreoneD,  ^ 

BobiDB,  William  CaaaoD,  James  Gamble, 
Clinton  No.  287.— Gabriel  Smith,  .ToLn 
NoBfiiB  No.  301. -James  D.  aenly.  Be 

G.  Schad— 3. 

CBTBiL  ClTt  No.  305.— William  T.  Atk 

SklDDer,  Henr;  L.  Stontz,  Axel  L.  Storn 
WiBBEMinN  No  320  —William  M.  Upel 
HoLLT  Obote  No.  323. --Archibald  Lang 
Viola   No.  321.'-ltobert   L.  Ingram,  < 

well -3. 
FoiiBLAND  No,  330,- -. Alfred  Y,  Glover- 
Blve  Eye  No.  332. -John  ViDson,  Maj 
Johnson  No.  337.-Natlian  C.  Kirklsnd 
Olbab  CbeeeNo.  340.  -FI old  H,  Ceigli 
PiBBviLLE  So.  344,— William  F,  Hamil 
fiiBNViLi.E  No.  348.-- James  J.  Bolter,  J 

L.  Hatrii,  Aagugtas   G.  Moye,  George  V 

,  William  T.  Wallhall-7. 

OzabkNo.  349.— Lewis  Grim,   Daniel  ' 

John  C.  Hoi  man,  Eli  aba  Matthewa,  Amos 
SiPSET  No.  350.— Richard  Marlow-I, 

WtLBON  WiLLUMSNO.  351, — Joho  J.  Go 

Heaton  No.  3S4,— Joseph  H.  Stepheos- 
Van  Buben  No.  355-WarrBn  H.  Sims, 

L,  Patty— 3, 
Bahboub  No    358.— John  A.  Johnson, 

P.  Gaddie,  Newton  B,  Croi*--4. 
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Chester  No.  363.- -Samuel  W.  Ohappell,  Samuel  M.  Hayes,  Louis 
K.  Moss,  Edward  Camp — 4. 

Pleasant  Site  No.  364.— John  W.  Patterson,  Elijah  Paine  Gant, 
Thomas  Jefferson  Ash,  Isham  Patterson,  Bennet  White,  John  Hooker 
Hunt— 6. 

Houston  No.  365.— Jay  M.  13onds,  Joseph  Baldwin,  Alfred  F.  Cole, 
Patrick  H.  Newman,  Newton  L.  Powell,  Amison  M.  Looney,  Wil- 
liam H.  Nesmith,  William  Smith,  Samuel  R.  Weems,  Charles  A. 
Taylor,  William  R.  Cole  -11. 

Chandler  No.  367,— Isaac  Bentley,  Daniel  H    Stephens — 2. 

Cross  Plains  No.  368.— John  H.  Price,  William  H.  McGinnis,  Wil- 
liam Blackman,  George  W.  Stewart— 4. 

Bell's  Landing  No.  373. — Willium  H.  Abernathy,  Thomas  J.  Mc- 
Cants,  Nicholas  J.  Stall  worth,  Alexander  T.  Howard— 4. 

Weogufka  No.  378.— Frank  Cown — 1. 

Birmingham  Fraternal  No  384.— James  B.  Francis,  William  L. 
Gude,  George  W.  Crpik,  Mortimer  H.  Jordan,  Ediey  J.  Oden,  Thom- 
as M.  D.  Earheart,  William  J.  Dunman.  Alba  C  Edwards,  Wiley  B. 
Ector,  Samuel  T.  Stephens,  James  Shannon,  George  S.  Morar,  El- 
bridge  G.  Stephens,  John  F.  Furgnson,  B.  G.  Copeland,  John  Veitch, 
Henderson  S.  Duncan,  Nathaniel  T.  Green,  John  L.  Reynolds,  John 
D.  Pierce— 20. 

Newburgh  No.  388.— George  W.  Hawley,  Jesse  Portwood— 2. 

Valley  Head  No.  394.  — Wiley  J.  Day,  Thomas  J.  Lamar— 2. 

Black  Oak  No.  397.— Philip  B.  Gilbert-1. 

Hartsell  No.  398.  — Histaspes  Stewart,  John  M.  Wray — 2. 

Pondtown  No.  409.— Elias  W.  Wright -1. 

Broomtown  No.  420.  —  Alford  L.  Alexander,  James  L.  Lrath,  Wil- 
liam Gilliland,  Robert  C.  Ballard— 4. 

Cullman  Fraternal  No.  421. — Charles  A.  Beckett,  Young  E.  Hol- 
loway,  Charles  W.  Hay,  Tilman  Powell,  Harvey  L.  Watlington— 5. 

Shorterville  No.  422.— Thomas  E.  Peterman,  John  L.  Fowler — 2. 

Clanton  No.  423.— Francis  M.  Duke,  James  M.  Stanfield— 2. 

George  Wilson  No.  424. — William  H.  James,  Elisha  Woods,  Lee 
S.  Welch,  Samuel  Campbell,  Joseph  B.  Foster— 5. 

MiLo  Abercrombie  No.  429.— Sampson  B.  Cloud,  Moses  Trimble, 
Calvin  Thompson,  Mathews  B.  Boyd,  Charles  P.  Beasley — 5. 

Albbbtvillb  No.  430.— William  Sparks,  Wesley  W.  Sparks-  -2. 

Ware  No.  435.— Ross  Barton,  Francis  Beaty,  Francis  M.  Taunton, 
David  McConnahley,  William  H.  Whatley,  Peter  E.  Welch,  Gilbert 
B.  Ballard,  William  M.  Beaty,  Moses  M.  Peters,  Freeborn  G.  Spi- 
Tey— 10. 

Gaucba  No.  445.— Emanuel  li|.  Card — 1. 
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BisiKQ  ViBTU*  No.  4  —William  A.  Leland,  Herman  Cluck— 2. 

MouiiTON  No.  6.— James  M.  Watson,  Orury  W.  Bynum,  Joseph  W. 
STglji  Bobert  C.  Montgomery,  Samnel  C.  Alexander—  5. 

Dalk  No.  25.  -John  C.  Pritchett— 1. 

RifiiNo  Sun  No.  29.  -William  H.  Smith,  Thomas  F  Turley,  Darid 
M.  Huson,  Edward  N.  G.  Kimble— 4. 

Washington  No.  36.— Henry  F.  Newsom- 1. 

Livingston  No.  41.-  John  W.  Lawhorn  -  1. 

Leiohton  No.  43. — John  W.  Band— 1. 

Demopolis  No.  49  —Joel  J.  fiolton,  Phineas  K.  McMiller — 2. 

Union  No.  50.— Willis  C.  Wills— 1. 

Greening  No.  53. — John  R.  Salter— 1. 

Tboy  No.  56. — James  W.  Scarborongh,  A.  Saint  Clair  Tennille, 
Louis  Jackson,  Hansford  B.  Conrvart,  Alfred  H.  Bainer,  William  H. 
Jolly,  Eldridge  D.  Martin,  William  M.  Griswold,  Thomas  J.  Young- 
blood,  WiUiam  H.  Parks— 10. 

TusKEGEE  No.  57.  — Thomas  F.  Danghtry — 1. 

Eureka  No.  64.  -Thomas  F.  Potter,  B.  P.  Watts,  Thomas  R  Per 

kins,  William  Pierce— 4. 
Widow's  Son  No.  72. -Henry  V.  Johnson  -1. 

Crokisr  No.  78.— William  Dufreece — 1. 

Wilcox  No.  80.  —Joseph  T.  MoCroker,  Barville  Haddox— 2. 

Erophotic  No.  84.— Wingate  Bagshaw— 1. 

Pfister  No.  90.— James  P.  Livingston— 1. 

Gordon  No.  91.— John  H.  Davis,  Malichi  P.  Shelly— 2. 

Sawyer  No.  93.— Bobert  A.  Boyd— 1. 

Ttckabatchee  No.  96. — Bobert  C.  Horn  — 1. 

LozAHATCHEB  No  97. — Joseph  T.  Hayth,  Francis  U.  MoGaghren, 
Matthew  Y.  Ellis,  Thomas  B.  Stubbs,  Benjamin  F.  Stewart— 5. 

Choctaw  No.  107.— James  B.  Mortimer— 1. 

Hbrndon  No.  125.— Bichard  D.  Templeton— 1. 

M0RTI.VIBR  Beeder  No   125. — Adolphus  O.  Tucker — 1. 

BoLTVAR  No.  127.— James  A.  Fridell— 1. 

Geneva  No.  129.— John  T.  Coleman,  Perceval  Cumbro,  John  C. 
McDougal— 3. 
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YoBEYiLLE  No.  131. — William  B.  S.  Beard,  Epps  B.  Foster,  Andrew 
J.  Pridman,  James  M.  QainD,  Job  Janes,  William  L.  Duncan — 6. 

Burleson  No.  143.— Kobert  Winchester  Nicolson,  Gharrel  High- 
tower  Thorn — 2 . 

MoNBOEYiLLE  No.  153.— James  L.  Smith— 1. 

FAYtTTEViLLB  AUTHENTIC  No.  163. — William  C.  Crow— 1. 

EliBa  No.  170. — James  M.  Dunkin— 1. 

Andbew  Jackson  No.  173. —Hiram  Haines,  J.  L.  Peacock — 2. 

Mount  Hilliabd  No.  180.— James  Cogbnrn,  Joseph  Yonngblood— 2. 

HiLLABEE  No-  197. — John  Saxon— 1. 

Sylacauoa  No.  200. —Benjamin  F.  Oliatt,  James  Martin,  George 
Bnttar,  William  R.  Owings,  Albert  J.  Grumpier — 5. 

Alexandeb  No.  208. — Pleasant  P.  Linder—  1. 

Mabshall  No.  209.— William  H.  Todd— 1. 

Newton  No.  224.— Thomas  G.  Murphy — 1. 

Dallas  No.  228.  — »Samuel  O.  Striplin— 1. 

John  Payne  No.  245. — William  Duncan — 1. 

Lawbencb  No.  248. — Wintield  Scott,  Absalom  Shirley— 2. 

NoBTHPOBT  No.  252. — William  K.  Hughes,  James  F.  McGee — 2. 

Talladeoa  No.  261. — James  G.  Noleu,  Andrew  W.  Huston — 2. 

Walnut  Gbovb  No.  264. — James  M.  Herring,  James  Martin,  Tap- 
ley  Murphree,  Marcus  L.  Ferguson — 4. 

Mebidlan  No.  265. — Albert  H.  Jones — 1. 

Labkinsville  No.  277.— Samuel  H.  McMahon — 1. 

Northern  No.  278. — William  F.  Sulliyan,  John  W.  Grayson— 2. 

Sprinoville  No.  280.-  -Thomas  D.  Bradford,  Francis  M.  Buttram, 
Henderson  D.  Cowden,  Thomas  Hooper,  Reuben  Little,  Calvin  J. 
Patterson,  Thomas  G.  Simpson,  James  A.  Glenn— 8. 

Charles  Baskerville  No.  281. — Denby  R.  Tucker,  George  8. 
Tucker,  Isaac  Q.  Melton,  Caleb  Ehl— 4. 

Daviston  No.  283  -George  W.  Scroggins— 1. 

Georgiana  No.  285.— Hilery  B.  Beesley— 1. 

Walker  No.  286. — Charles  Drenuen,  William  Drummond-2. 

Clinton  No.  287.  -  Harman  Strickland— 1 . 

NoRRis  No.  301.  — William  C.  Johnson  -1. 

Charity  No.  331. — George  V.  Anderson — 1. 

Blue  Eye  No.  332. — Jesse  T.  Vinson— 1. 

Georgiana  Davis  No.  338. — J.  8.  Edward,  Anfonze  R.  Morrow — 2. 

Clear  Creek  No.  340. — Andrew  J.  Zeigler,  Henry  H.  Dupred,  Al- 
bert LawRon,  William  Dodd — 4. 

Pikeville  No.  344. — James  A.  Burleson,  Watson  A.  Brown — 2. 

Echo  No.  345.— Benjamin  R.   Newton,  Nelson   Stuckey,  Hillary  J. 
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Galloway,  Franois  J.  Marshall,  William  J.  Baldwin,  Lewis  Brown, 
William  S.  Burgess,  John  C.  Bailey,  William  G.  Peacock,  Panl  H. 
Preston,  Snowden  S.  Kirkland,  Alexander  Outlaw,  Ivey  Balkcom, 
Alexander  Spears— 14. 

HuBTSBOBO  No.  346.— William  F.  Chandler— 1. 

OzABK  No.  349. —John  N.  Saurbury—  1. 

Wilson  Williams  No.  351.  —James  Oj^jrady-  1. 

Bock  Mili>s  No.  353.  -Martin  V.  Hudson,  Alexander  M.  Knight, 
WiUiam  S.  Mayfield,  Elias  G.  Breed,  Fred  W.  Hill,  William  Harper, 
Enoch  Barton,  Dunn  K.  MaGee,  Edward  D.  Andrews,  E.  Thomas 
Philpot,  James  li.  Philips,  Francis  M.  Boyd,  John  Holder,  Samuel 
M.  Cole-14. 

RuTLSDOE  No.  357 .  —James  D.  Cook — 1 . 

Babboub  No.  358-  William  Phipps,  Arthur  Carpenter,  Thomas  J. 
Phares,  Jeremiah  J.  Watkins  -4. 

Bcottsbobo  No.  359. — David  Tate,  Nathaniel  T.  Hayse-2. 

CoTACo  No.  366. — Amos  T.  Hamilton,  William  A.  Lamons — 2. 

Cboss  Plains  No.  363. — John  M.  Yeatman,  John  C.  Fanghender, 
James  A.  Wolf,  Thomas  W.  Wilkinson — 4. 

Bell's  LandinoNo.  373.— Nicolas  J.  Stallworth— 1. 

Gainesville  No.  375.  — Samuel  T.  Jo:ies,  Elisha  F.  Cox  -2. 

Weooufka  No.  378.— John  Smith,  Stephen  B.  Coleman,  James  T. 
Nelson— 3. 

Tbinitt  No.  386. — Francis  M  Davis,  George  G.  Hoop,  Joseph 
Robinson,  Zeb.  S.  Berry,  David  B.  Braswell,  Marian  Braswell— 6. 

Newbubgh  No.  388.--DeWit  C.  Arnold,  Francis  M.  Thompson, 
James  H.  Sockwell,  Joseph  B.  McClellun,  Thomas  W.  Clay,  Rusk 
Hurst,  Clark  T.  Smith,  William  P.  Dickinson,  John  H.  Wood,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Arnold,  James  M.  Furgerson,  William  H.  Vandever — 12 

Weathebs  No.  390. — Ibarra  Waits— 1. 

NoBTH  Bobdeb  No.  391.  —Jacob  W.  Todd,  Jumes  C.  Davis,  John  W. 
Johnson,  Benjamin  F.  Gray — 4. 

Falkville  No.  396.— David  W.  Bryan- 1. 

Habtsell  No.  398— William  H.  Oden— 1. 

Hancevillu  No.  400. — Dudley  Lindsey — 1. 

Ambebson  No.  412  — William  H.  Jones-l. 

Oak  Level  No.  415. — Charles  J.  Buttram — 1. 

Clanton  No.  423.— David  A.  White— 1. 

Headland  No.  438.— William  A.  Peacock— 1. 
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SUSPENDED  FOE  UNMASONIC  CONDUCT. 


William  J.  Hilliard Troy 

JoBepb  J.  Shepard  Tohopeka. 

Kobert  J.  Doak Unity 

William  J.  Shirley,  Oct,  15  . .  Kiligee 

Lonis  G.  Allen,  Oct.  16 Daviston . . 

Thomas  J.  Hadson,  Aug.  12tb   ....  Nanafalia. 

William  M.  Harris Doric 

Pleasant  O.  Pittmau Oak  Level 

William  M.  Snider Andalusia. 

William  McDonald Dolomite  . 


No. 


56 
71 
136 
199 
283 
335 
406 
415 
434 
452 


EXPELLED. 


David  N.  FoRter,  Sept.  4,  1886  . . 
Lorenzo  1).  Morris,  Nov.  15,  1886. 
Joshua  T.  B.  Adams,  May  28,  1886 
William  M.  Pearson,  Sept.  3,  1887 
John  C.  Cotman,  Sept.  3,  1887. . 
Robert  B.  Irwin,  July  16,  1887  . . . 
William  F.  Jones,  Feb.  19,  1887  . . 
Andrew  J.  Wolf,  March  24 


Eureka No.  64 

Hopewell "  193 

Kiligee **  199 

Sam  Dixon  •*  218 

John  Payne **  245 

Northport "  252 

Rutledge **  357 


1887. 
AT  REFRESHMENT 


Joseph  W.  Cotter,  June  24  A 

William  Higbtower.  July  22 ft 

Beojamin  U.  Warreo,  July  29 C 

Henry  Bradlay,  Feb,  27 B 

Tilmaa  6.  OSntt.  Jnonary^Sl I. 

Louis  Goetter,  April  2H )  ^ 

William  T.  White,  Jnpe  24  f 

Joseph  A.  Moore,  April  12 I  . 

William  Owen,  Oct.  1 f 

Theodore  S.  McMilland,  Dec.  23,  1885.  1 
William   W.  Eatman,  Jsuuary  S,  18tl7. .  \  G 

Henry  J.  t^nuden,  'lannary  11,  ISsT ) 

Samuel  Pepper-Tl  y'ra-Mar.  26,  1887.  L 
Melvin  M.  Hana^ker,  45  y'rs.  July  1.  '87  (  ^ 
Edward  N.G.  Kimble,  61  y'rs,  Nov.  14,87  S 

William  L.  Dodson,  Feb.  24 i  , 

Charies  M.  Howard.  August  18 \  " 

Henry  F.  Newsom,  December  15,  1886.  j 
Bamael  M.  StetoBoii,  June  1,  188T.  ...  | 
Isaac  C.  WilliDinham,  March  10,  188T. . .  ^  v 

John  1).  Inman.  Jnly  14,  18B7 | 

Carl   LowenateiQ,  May  16 i 

John  L.  Graham,  October  14 I 

Andrew   J.  Sykes,  April  8 '  C 

Richard  Smoot,  Jr.,  Junuary  13 V 

Ubtcdb  LyoDH,  Jaonary  4,  1887 "I 

John   S.  KogetH,  July  3,  1887 i  ^ 

John  P.  McNeill,  October  11,  1887 |  * 

bamnel  Hackett,  October  23,  1887   J 

Andrew  Kicbey,  September  5,  1887 H 

GeorReE.  Eumpe,  Ang.  29 |  , 

Jamea   M.  MotRan,  April  1 ) 

AogiiBtuB  Geoi^e  Grove.  Octobf-r  31 G 

John  H.  Goldthwaite,  Feb.  '2ll,  1887   . . .  I  ^ 

Abel  Tatum.  Sept.  16,  1887. ( 

Rosherry  E.  Covington,  May  2G.  1887 . . 

William  C.  Daoner,  .Sppt.  U,  18B7 J-l 

E.  Terrrll  Kemp.  45  years \ 

James  AleianderTriicl,  36  years  T 

Henry  C.  Tbn.upsoD,  May  13.  1M87....  (  „ 
James  B.  Powell,  October  3.  1B87 j 
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James  L.  Dunklin,  Feb.  9,  1886 

William  Knight,  March  16,  1886 

John  T.  Perry,  July  25,  1886 

Nathaniel  Jeffreys,  August  20 

Edward   Chapman,  April  30 

Peleg  Brown,   Feb.  2,  1887 

Richafd  L.  Hill. 

Hiram  Hayes,  May  14,  1887 

James  Lucas,  October  15 

Charles  A.  Holley,  February  24 

Woodson  A.  Oliver,  May  29   

Daniel  W.  Trammell 

Charles  Huckley,  Apri  15 

Ezekiel   Byrd,  AprU  16,  1886 

Hugh  McKenzio,  June  9,  1887  

Moses  Padgett,  July  14,  1887 

WiUiam  T.  McFerrin,  October  2,  1886. 
William  J.  Hicks,  September  3,  1887. . . 
Alexander  C.  Gordon,  June  16,  1887. . . 

John  Reeves,  October  9,  1887 

John  B.  Fuller,  Nov.  3,  1887 

John  Kay,  November  24,  1886 

Robert  E.  Lewis,  September  4,  1887. . . 
WiUiam  R.  High,  December  25,  1886. . . 
James  A.  Gilder,  79  years,  Dec.  6,  1886. 

John  N.  Harmon 

William  H.  Atkinson 

Benajah  Wilson 

John  L.  Wood,  June  9.  1887 

Archibald  G.  Simpson,  July  2 

Thomas  J.  May,  September  29 

James  N.  Wood,  October  29 

Shadrick  Kimbrough,  May  30 

Benjamin  Reynolds,  October  15 

James  Russell,  Ang  9 

Joseph  E.  Johnson,  September  27, 1886. 
William  J.  Coleman,  October  11,  1886. 
George  M.  Liles,  Nov.  26,  1886-6By'rs. 
John  L.  MHrph5%  March  11,  '87— 67y*rs. 
John  T.  Cromwell,  June  30,  '87-68y'r8. 

Abner  R.  Overland,  April 

Cotesworth  Finkney  Vinson,  Sept.  11 . . 

Lafayette  R.  Hanna,  March  3 

John  N.  Russell,  Nov.  2—76  years.  . . . 
Olean  C.  Beullej ,  Mar.  17, 1886—44  y'rs. 

Brittan  C.  Haynes,  February  17 

Harrison   B.  Holman,  September 

Thomas  J.  Blalock,  Mar.  19.  '87- 64  y'rs. 
Samuel  F.  Martin,  April  16,  '«7 -63  y'rs. 
John  James  Beasley.  April  26,  1887   .    . 

Francis  Marion   Cooper,  Feb 

Jameb  M.  Greene,  October  29,  1887. . . 
Joshua  ]>   Gunter,  December  24,  1887. 
Elisha  Folsam,  Sept.  30,  1887 


>-  Eureka 

Hampden  Sidney.. 
Holsey 

t  Howard  

[  Central 

y  Tohopeka 

Solomon 

V  Cokerville 

Wilcox 

[  Erophotic 

Henry 

'Sawyer 

Tnckabatcbee 

r  Lozaha tehee 

Hermon 

1 

|-  Choctaw 

I 

J 
DeKalb 

Notasulga 

[•Mortimer  Reeder. . 

Bolivar 

[ Geneva 

Yorkville 

[  Shelby 

r  Burleson 

Fraternity 

y  Nixburgh 

r  Penick 

t  Mount  Hope 

Andrew  Jackson. . . 

Desotoville 

Mount  Eagle 

f  Clintonville 


i( 


64 

67 
68 

69 
70 

71 

74 

75 

80 

84 

91 
93 
96 

97 

106 

107 

116 
119 

126 
127 
129 
131 
140 

143 
145 
154 

161 

168 

173 
179 
185 

188 
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Joseph  Iiioni,  Nov.  10,  1887 

John  Thomiis  Wadsworth,  Nov.  25 

Wilham  W.  Levine,  Juoe  30,  1887 

Everett   D.ivis,  Ocloher  8,  1887 

Matthews  M.  Price,  Juda  16.  1887   . . . . 

E'isha  V.  Weaver,  Aug.  17.  1887 

WiliiBm  JttCkKou.  Julj5,  1B86. 

BactholomBw  WilkerHOn,  May  11,  1886. 

WillUm  Hamilton,  June  1,  1887 

Jdmea  Wood.  October   17,  IBS? 

George  F.  Lowe,  Uctober  28.  1887 

Cbiirlea  J.  KeyDolda,  Aug.  'ii,  1887 

David  Kenilrick,  Jaoaary  10,  1887 

Heory  S.  Ihueu,  April   U— nued  76 

John  E.  Hanuon.  Nov.  23, '86  -frlj'rs,. 

Hariia  SleuroB,  April  26  -78  veam 

Thomas  A.  K  Smith,  July  16  -  34  jenrs. 

Thomas   Shell,  October  IH,  1887   

John  D.  Walker  , .  

JeffersOQ  F  Ciirter— iOy'ra.Sm'n,  aed's 
Willi..ro  W.  CowQ,  November  15, 1886. . 

James  K.  Freeman,  Jannary  23   

William  M.  Thompson,  Sept.  IS.  1887. . 
RicharJ   T.  Latham.  Sept.  16,  1887. . . . 

Thomas  HnydoQ,  May  16         

John  M.  Houghton,  Juoe  17 

Ueory  H.  HuniiU,  October  8tli 

John  A,  Trotter,  April  7.  1887   

Thomas  A.  Knight.  October  11.  1887. . . 
William    P.  Bibard,  January  19,  1887 

Horatio  H     Haden.  April  15.  1887 

John  N.  Black,  Sept.  13.  1887 

Kobert  B.  Barrow.  March  5,  1887 

Henry  Metcalf,  August  6,  1887 

George M.  Parker.  Dec.  6,  lfle6-(;9  y'rs. 

Robert  Owon,  July  31,  1887 

John  Morgan  Hackabee.  Nov.  17.  1887. 
Creed  L.  Taylor,  January  24,  1887.    . . . 

Henry  Robinson,  Frb.  Hi.  1887 

Henry  J.  Winter,  December  12,  1886.  . 
James  F.  Franklin,  September  1,  1887. 

Alexander  Kilpatrick.  March  29 

Elihn  E.  Richardson,  Aug.  16  69  y'rs. 
Wiley    W.  CnMis,  Deo.  lH.  '86  -46  y'rs, 

Allen  Adison,  Febrnary  1-^,  1887     

David  C.  Morrow,  Nov.  28,  '87-71  y'rs. 
William  E.  Woodham,  May  I.  1887  ... 
Mendel  Goldstein,  Oclober  1,  1887.... 
Joseph  A.  Adams  Feb.  4,  '87-  43  years. 
William  Hill.  AuRtiBt4,  1887 -64  rears. 
Thomas  J.  Nicholson,  August  18,  1887. 
Tbomaa  P.  Jones,  Nov,  23,  '85-35  y'rs. 
Nenton  J.  Hoggins,  Jnne  12,  1886 


Caledonia 

Helicon 

Alexandria, 

Patnam    

Sam  Dixon 

James  Penn 

Sepnlga 

Dawson 

John    Payne 

Harrison 

Cr-pwell 

Lawrence. 

Northport 

Talladega 

Meridian  . 

llutler  Springs  . . . . 

Frankford 

Northern 

CharlesllaBkelville. 

Clinton  ,.".'.','.""'. 

Norris 

Jonesboro 

Watrenton 

Holly  Grove 

Portland   

Blue  Eye 

Oliver 

lohnaon 

Clear  Creek   

llkeville 

Echo     

Idenville 

Ozark     

RockMUIa 

Van   Bureti 

Chester 
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Redin  Bolton,  November  18 Pleasant  Site « *  364 

John  B.  Stedham,  October  K,  1887 Russellville **  371 

Richard  A.  Bnrsom,  July  24,  1886 Bell's  Landing **  373 

Silas  H.  Burnham,  Nov   10,  '87-63  y'rs  Birm'gham  Fraternal  **  384 

Vance  C.  Larmur,  Jan.  28,  '67—77  y'rs.  Valley  Head **  3^4 

Zebnlan  Ivl.  Morris,  September  26. 1887 .  Falkville **  396 

Thomas  P.  Woodall,  Nov.  18,  1886 Hartselle **  398 

H.  H.  Mizell,  March  2  Haw  Ridge «•  399 

Andrew  J.  Graham,  February  27,  1887.  Doric •*  406 

Ira  Webb,  May  29,  1887 Amberson **  412 

Leander  H.  Smith,  Nov.  17,  '87—31  y'rs  George  Smith **  417 

William  J.  Duun,  May  21,  1887 Cullman  Fraternal.  ♦*  421 

Benjamin  C.  Scott,  May  29,  1887 Albertville **  430 

Eli  Wallace,  September  29,  1887 Andalusia **  434 

James  E.  Snead,  December  1886 Mount  Vernon **  439 

William  F.  Abercrombie,  Dec.  10,  1886.  Leeds **  446 

Edward  S.  Quinn,  July  16,  1887  Coalburg **  448 

r5SA°u"gtn:f8tr"^.''^''':iFi-^^ "  '^ 

Alden  M.  Byram,  Sept.  20,  '87—56  y'rs.  Dolomite **  452 
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LODGES  DELINQUENT  FOR  1887. 


FOB   NON-BEPBE8ENTA.TION. 


Farrar No.     8 

Gilead **       9 

Royal  White  Hart*  !..!.!<*      10 

Athens **      16 

Saint  Albans **     22 

Harmony **      46 

Union *<      50 

New  Market **     52 

Mount  Moriah **      55 

Tompkinsville "      61 

bocial **      63 

Liberty ••      65 

Crozier **      78 

Wilcox "     80 

Friendship "      83 

Pfistfr *«     90 

Danville *  *      95 

Fulton **     98 

Hartwell »*    101 

Newborn    "102 

Good  bamaritan **    104 

Hermon  *•    106 

Oak  Bowery  **    108 

Forest  Hill **    110 

Svlvan **    111 

Camp  Hill "    120 

Havana **    123 

Felix •*    124 

Yorkville  ...   **    131 

Columbia "    135 

Unity "    136 

Bethel •«    141 

Burleson * 

Daleville    •*    144 

Miss  >ui'i    **    146 

Cold  Water «*    148 

Biadon  .Spring **    151 

MayKville.    **    15« 

Snmter **    166 

Clopton   ««    171 

Fellowship "    172 

Davie ««    176 


Landmark No.  187 

Delta . .    ♦*    189 

Brush  Creek ♦♦    191 

Caledonia "    198 

Carrollton  **    214 

Builders "    215 

Lineville "    219 

Newton *«    224 

Bexar **    230 

Duck  Spring "    231 

Harpersville **    235 

Ramer **    243 

Camp  Creek  **    251 

Quitman *«    254 

256 
257 
260 


<t 


Gaylesville 

Ervin  ** 

Bellville " 

Walnut  Grove **    264 

275 
278 
279 
287 
301 
304 
315 


Frankfort 

Northern *» 

Flat  Creek ♦• 

Clinton    ** 

Norris ** 

Zion  »* 

Jonesboro ** 

Cluttsville *«  319 

Pleasant  Hill  «*  321 

Holly  Grove *«  323 

Viola *<  324 

Oliver *«  334 

Clear  Creek **  340 

Pikeville "  344 

143  I  Hurtsboro' **  346 

Wilson  Williams *«  351 

Heaton ««  354 

Barbour ««  365 

Scottsboro    •*  359 

Cotaco •*  366 

Cross  Plains •«  368 

Gainesville «*  375 

Lake  City «•  377 

Weogofka •«  378 
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FOB  N0N-BKPBE8ENTATI0N— OONTINUSD. 


Vernon No.  389 

North  Border **  391 

Fttlkville **  396 

Hartsell  **  398 

Hanceville **  400 

Pohdtown **  409 

JemiBon "  411 

Sulphur  Spring  "  414 


Hilton No.  419 


Daniel  Pratt. 
Belgreen  ... 

Ware 

Forney 

Taylor 


426 
428 
435 
428 
447 


FOB  NON-PAYMENT  OF  DUES. 


Farrar No.      8  i 

Harmony •*  46  | 

mount  Moriah **  56  i 

Social   **  63; 

Danville   **  95! 

Fulton   •*  98 1 

Newbern    '*  102 

Oak  Boweiy   **  108 1 

Forest  Hill **  110  I 

Sylvan **  Ul 

Camp  Hill   **  120 

Havana »*  123 

Columbia. .    . .     **  135 

Bethel "  141 

Burle^on "  143 

Daleville    **  144 

Missouri.    *•  146 

Cold  Water **  148 

Bladon  Spring **  151 

Maygville "  158 

Sumter **  166 

Clopton *'  17i 

Davie **  176 

Landmark *•  187 

Delta **  189 


Builders No.  215 


LineviQe    

Duck  Spring... 

Ramer 

Camp  Creek . . . 

Quitman 

Gaylesville 

BellviUe 

Walnut  Grove. 

Flat  Creek 

Zioij 

Pleasant  HlU.. 

Clear  Creek 

Barbour 

Cotaco 

Vernon 

Hartselle.  .... 

Jemison 

Sulphur  Spring 

Hilton 

Daniel  Pratt . . . 

Belgreen 

Forney , 

Taylor 


219 
231 
243 
251 
264 
256 
260 
264 
279 
304 
321 
340 
358 
366 
389 
398 
411 
414 
419 
426 
428 
440 
447 


FOB  NOT   MASINO   BETUBKS. 


Farrar No.  8 

Harmony **  46 

Mount  Moriah "  55 

Danville "  95 

Fulton **  98 

Newbern *•  102 

Sylvan   •*  111 

Camp  Hill **  120 

Havana *«  123 

Columbia •«  135 


Bethel No.  141 

Daleville **  144 

Cold  Water **  148 

Bladon  Spring  **  151 

Maysville **  158 

Sumter **  160 

Clopton «*  171 

Davie **  176 

Landmark **  187 

Delta «*  189 
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>i 


-♦ 


.1 


■1 


FOB   NOT  MASmO  BBTUBMS— CONTDIUBD. 


Baildera No.  215 


Lineville * 

Duck  Spring * 

Hamer. ...  * 

Gamp  Creek * 

Qnitman * 

Bellville ' 

Flat    Creek  * 


219 
231 
243 
251 
254 
260 
279 


Zion No.  304 


Pleasant  Hill.. " 

Vernon •* 

Hartselle ♦* 

Jemison ** 

Hilton " 

Forney 

Taylor 


(4 


(I 


321 
389 
398 
411 
419 
440 
447 


i^ 
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EECAPITULATION. 


Lodges  that  were  represented  179 

^] embers  reported  (it  this  Grand  Commnnication 7,305 

Number  of  ministers  reported 399 

Dues  at  this  Grand  Communication $3,885  00 

Lodges  that  made  no  Returns 36 

Lodges   that  paid  their  Dues .    .  .  242 

Lodges  that  did  not  pay  their  Dues 49 

Work  op  thb  Yeab  1887. 

Number  Initiated 537 

Number  Passed  484 

Number  Raised 4C0 

Number  Affiliated. 279 

Number  Rejected .  Ill 

Number  Dimitted   304 

Number  that  Died 169 

Number  Suspended  for  Unmasonic  Conduct 10 

Number  Expelled 8 

Number  Suspended  for  Non-payment  of  Dues 331 

Number  Reinstated 166 
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MEMOEANDA. 

REPRESENTATIVES  OP  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES  NEAR  THE 

GRAND  LODGE  OF  ALABAMA. 

WHiiiiAH  DwiohtWadswobth.  Montgortiery ArkaoBas. 

Brazil. 

Stephen  H.  Bbahlet Montgomery ^British  Colnmbia. 

William  Yates  Titcomb Anniitton ./.California. 

Gboroe  F.  Moobe MnnUjomery CaDada. 

Sidney  B.  h'AiNB Tuskegee Delaware. 

RuBEBT  D.  Webb,  M.  D Livingston Dintrict  of  Golnmbia. 

George  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D   ... Xew   Market. . .  .EDgland. 

David  Clopton Monigomery Florida. 

Joseph  H.  Johnston,  M.  D.  .  Talladega Georgia. 

MtlesJeffebson  Gbeene,MD.  Opelika  Greece. 

John  Gideon  Harris Monigomery Idaho. 

Daniel  Satbe Montgomery Illinois. 

Indian  Territorj. 

John  Hollis  Bankhbad Wetumpka Indiana. 

Daniel  Saybe Mo)itgomery Iowa. 

Ireland. 

Italy. 

John  DeLoach 3fonro€ville KMnsas. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Kentucky. 

David  Clopton Montgomery Louisiana. 

James  B.  Luckie,  M.  D Birmingham  ....  Maine. 

Jesse  M  Cabmichal Ozark Manitoba. 

Joel  White Montgomery Maryland. 

Daniel  Saybe  Montgomery Logia  Unida  Mexicana 

Palmer  J.  Pillans Mobile Michigan. 

Minnesota. 

Samuel  K.  McSpadden Centre Mississippi. 

Daniel  Saybe Montgomery Missouri. 

Palm  eb  J.  Pillans Mobile Nebraska. 

Palmeb  J.  Pillans Mobile New  Mexico. 

New  Jersey. 

Henby  Clay  Tompkins Montgomery New  York. 

New  South  Wales. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis,  M.  D -^eio  Market North  Carolina. 

Daniel  Saybb Montgomery Nova  Scotia. 

Daniel   Sayke Montgomery ....  Oregon. 

Pennsylvania. 

Nicholas  Stallwobth Evergreen Peru. 

Prince  Edward  Island. 

Daniel  Saybe       Montgomery Quebec. 

HoBATio  C.  Gbayson Choctaw  Corner.  .Bhode  Island. 

Geoboe  D.  Nobbis Mew  Market Tennessee. 

Nathaniel  D.  Cross Selma Texas. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile  Vermont. 

Hknby  Habt  Bbown '. .  North  Port Washington. 

West  Virginia. 

Daniel  Smith Mobile . . .  Wisoonsin. 


APPENDIX. 
MEMORAKE 


HEPREBENTATITE8     OF     THE     QRAIO: 
NEAB  OTH£B  GBAND  I 

JUPXB    M.  PlMHEU. DtWilt... 

PiDRO  Antonio  C'ohez Uio  Jantin 

StHDSi,  B.  Uabmin   loronlo  ■ . . 

Alvah  K[ii<bki.l  Conelin Indrperidrn 

BiNTON  V.  Wbldon. limyrna. . . 

Phillip  H.  Hoox   Wa-hingtoi 

Bkicestone   Bieib London  ... 

Geobue  F.  Saltzbll. JUariana  . . 

WiLLiiM  A.  LoVB,  M.  D AUanla.... 

AlkxisdebI'.Alixa  ndkbopt  lob 

CHAHLtsP.    I'lLDBBBlCK SoiSt   Oily. 

Jamks  a.  HiWLET Dixon. .... 

JoBHPH  S.  Mdbiiow Atoka.,    . . 

Masin  H.  Kick. ladiitnapoll 

OzuB  p.  Watbbs Muscatine,  . 

Fbancib  QniSN* Dublin 

TsoMAH  J.  Andebbon Tofxka 

D.  Gbkem  BIUlIo^s,  U.  D Adiiirmt . . 

Samdkl  M.  Todd A'eio   Orlieat 

JosiAH  U.  Dbuumonp Portland.  . 

Jaues  Leslib JUinnedoaa. 

WiLLiAu  M.  Ibaac Baltimore    , 

J08B  Manual  Monoz Vera  (Vhi  . , 

Abthuh  M.  Clabk Lexington  . . 

BicHABD  A.  JoMEB KochexleT  .. 

Fbane  BrsEitT. ...         Okulona. . , 

Jaues  E.  Caule Oiimcofke.. 

James  W.   Chadwice Xtbraska  C 

William  Silab   Whitehead.  , ,  A'eirarfc 

Uatid  J.  MlLLBft llanta  Ft. .. 

Jambs  Fetkb  Uowb Sidney . .... 

Dahibl  T.  Walden XeiB  York  . 

Donald  W,  Bain Raleigh .. .'. 

ZiBA  Dablikotoh  W&ltbb.U.D.  Marietta 

James  H.  bAiLET CoroaVa.. . . 

BiCHAED  Vadi .Phaadfiphia 

UebmanO'Icbtinano  CABB(BA..£inia 

Donald  Dabbacb Kenskagbm  . 

Danibl  Thomas Shahrookt . 

DniQBT  K.  Adams CtntreoilU.. 

Benjamin  F,  M.  Handle Tutiuhoma. . 

H^NBY  M.  Hmtir.    RuUahd.... 

Gkoboe  Ibvine Whteting. , . 

Loms  aoBNB Vancouver. 

Phivo  a   Obton   Darlington.. 

•No  I  Hoont  Stnsl.  CnMEt 
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GRAND  SECRETARIES  AND  THEIR  ADDRESS. 


0.  Alabama Daniel  Sajre Montgomery. 

1.  Arkansas Fay  Hempstead Little  Book. 

2.  California Alexander  Qnrdon  Abell 8an  Francisco. 

3.  Colorado   Edward  Carroll  Parmelee..  Pneblo. 

4.  Connecticut Joseph  K.  Wheeler Hartford. 

5.  Delaware William  8.  Hayes Wilmington. 

6.  District  of  Columbia .  William  Reynolds  Singleton.  Washington. 

7.  Florida DeWitt  Clinton  Dawkins. .  .  Jacksonville. 

8.  Georgia Andrew  Martin  Wolihin Macon. 

9.  Illinois Loyal  Levi  Munn Freeport. 

10.  Indiana. William  H.  Smythe Indianapolis. 

11.  Iowa Theodore  Sntton  Parvin Iowa  City. 

12.  Kansas John  Henry  Brown Wyandotte. 

13.  Kentucky Hiram  Bassett  Louisville. 

14.  Louisiana .DrJas .Cunningham BatchelorMew  Orleans. 

15.  Maine Ira  Berry Portland. 

16.  Maryland Jacob  H.  Medairy Baltimore. 

17.  Massachusetts 8ereno  D.  Nickerson         Boston. 

18.  Michigan William  Power  Innes Grand  Bapids . 

19.  Minnesota Azarinh  T.  C.  Pierson Saint  Paul. 

20.  Mississippi John  Logan  Power Jackson. 

21.  Missouri John  D.  Vincil Saint  Louis. 

22.  Nebraska William  Bobert  Bowen Omaha. 

23.  Nevada Chaunoey  N.  Noteware Carson  City. 

24.  New  Hampshire George  Perley  Cleaves Concord. 

25.  New  Jersey Joseph  Howell  Hough Trenton. 

26.  New  York Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers New  York. 

27.  North  Carolina Donald  W.  Bain Baleigh. 

28.  Ohio John  Day  Caldwell  Cincinnati. 

29.  Oregon Frelon  Jesse  Babcock Salem. 

30.  Pennsylvania Michael  Nisbet Philadelphia. 

31.  Bhode  Island Edwin  Baker Providence. 

32.  South  Carolina Charles  Inglesby Charleston. 

33   Tennessee John  Frizzoll Nashville. 

34.  Texas T.  W.  Hudson Houston 

35.  Vermont Lavant  M.  Beed Bellows  Falls. 

36.  Virginia William  Bryan  Isaacs Bichmond. 

37.  West  Virginia George  W.  Atkinson Wheeling. 

38.  Wisconsin John  W.  Xiftflin Milwaukio. 

39.  Dakota Charles  T.  McCoy Aberdeen. 

40.  Idaho James  H.  Wickersham Boise  City. 

41.  Montano Cornelius  Hedges Helena. 

42.  New  Mexico Alpheus  A.  Keen East  Las  Vegas 

43.  Utah Christopher  Diehl Salt  Lake  City. 

44.  Washington Thomas  Milburne  Beed Olympia. 

45.  Wyoming W.  L.  Kuykendall Cheyenne. 
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46.  Arizona George  James  Roskruge Tucsoo. 

I  47.  Indian  Territory Joseph  Samael  Murrow Atoka. 

!  48.  Canada John  J.  Manon Hamilton,  Ont 

i<  49.  New  Brnnswick  Edwin  J.  Wetmorc Saint  John. 

]t  50.  Nova  Scotia George  T.  Smithers Halifax. 

I  51.  Quebec John  Helder  Isaacson Montreal. 

i^  52.  British  Colnmbia Edward  C.  Neafelder Victoria. 

'i  53.  Manitoba William  G.  Scott Winnipeg. 

54.  Ontario   James  Reith Luthar. 

55.  Prince  Edward  Island.  B.  Wilson  Higgs  Charlottetowo. 

56.  Epglnnd  Shadwell  Henry  Gierke London* 

^  57.  Ireland     Samnel  B.  Oldham,  Dep.     .  Dublin. 

•  58  Scot  laud David  Murray  Lyon Edinburgh. 

59.  Brazil Alexander  F.  DeArmaral  . .  Rio  Janerio. 

60.  Chili Jose  Maldonado ...   Valparaiso. 

61.  Peru J.  Arturo  Ego-Aguirre,  M.  D.Lima. 

62.  Spain. .    Julio  F.  Espirea Salud  6,Madrid 

*  63  New  South  Wales Nicholas  Weekes Sidney. 

64.  Preussen Bouche Berlin. 

65.  Schwedon    Robert  Dickson Stockholm. 

66.  Colon  and  Cuba Jose  F.  Pellon     55  Havana. 

67.  Venezuela Ambrosei  Rodriguez Caracas. 

68.  Vera  Cruz Francisco  Diaz Vera  Cruz. 

69.  Mexico    Francisco  P.  Mont  as  de  Oca.Mexicot. 

70.  Columbia,  S.  A Damasozapata Bogota. 

71.  Victoria Rev.  D.  Meadowcraf t Melbnrne,  Vic. 

72.  Portugal Travessa  do  Guarda  Mor Lisbon. 

73.  Italy Luigi  Castellazzo Borne. 

74.  South  Australia J.  H.  Cunningham Adelaide. 


*  Great  Queen  St.  W.  C.  Freemason's  Ball, 
t  Calle  de  Mesones  No.  7. 
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